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“1f" myes Savary, “the Koran, which is eztolled
roaghout She Bt for she perfestion of its style,
she msguificence of ite imeger, seems, vader
the pen of Da Ryer, to be only adall sud siresome
rhapsody, she biame must be luid on his manaer of
transinting. Thig book is divided into verses, like she
Psalma of David, This kind of writing, which was
jado by sbe prophets, enables prose o meke use
of the bold serms snd the Agarative expressions of
poetry. Da Ryer, payivg no respect whatever to the
vexs, bhaeoonnected the verses Tlm',md made of
shem a oontinoeus disconrse. To ecoomplish this
mishappen sesembiage, he hss had reconrse to Erigid
conjunctions and to trivisl phrases, which, dessroy-
ing the dignity of the idess, and the charm of
diotion, render is impossible %o racognige the originul,
While reading bis transhtion, no one oould ever
imagine thay the Koran is the ‘masterpiece of the
Arabio language, whieh iv fertile in fine writers; yot

this is the judgmend which antiquity has paseed uver
R

¢ Sale's translation of the Korsn, page 7, note.
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& Of Maracoi’s transiations Savary says: Maraool)
that learned monk, whospens forty years in trans-
lating snd refting the Koran, proceaded on u.J
right system He divided it mto verses acoording
to the text; but, negleoting the preceps of & great
masber.

¢ Nec verbum verbo carabis reddere, fidos inter-
pres,’ &o.

He translated Iv literally. He has not express-
od ohe ideas of the Koran, but travestied the worde
of it inso barbarona Latin Yet, thoagh ull the beau-
tiea of the original are lost in Lthis crausiation, itie
|preternble to thas of Du Ryer.”
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The notes he had added are indeed of great|
se ! bud his refutations, which swell the wotk o o

rgu volome, are of little or none at all, often
unsacisfactory, and sometimes impertinent~—G, Sale.

Sgle’s translation of-the Koran, page 8, nole, |
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Sale has, however, followed Marseoi 00 closely,
especiully b istroduciog bis paraphiastie comments
iato the body of the text, ne well as by his conssant
use of Latinised instend of Saxou words.”

Revd J M. Rodweil’s” traaslation of the Korsn
wge XXV,
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syle vavies considorabiy, sometimessoncise
and bold ‘sublime and majestic impassionate, fnent
234 hurmonilous oaseuce, tame and prosy: snd on
Whie difference modern invemigators hove sndeavour.
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« Broadly spesking, thres w-ﬂr ! divisions may,
with pnohd:gid truth, be established ; the Arsd
corvesponding o the period of early strnggies, being
marked by the higher poetioal flighe, by she deeper
appreciations of she beanties of netere, in sudden, most
passionats, lava-like ousbursts, which seew ecarcely
to artioninte themaelves iato worda

The more prosaio and didsctio waras us of the

approsch of manhood, whife the dogwmastising, the
m{mnnhia;, the reiterations and she ubndog:ngo!
the

Scriptural and Haggadistic belp-mates point 4o
secure possession power, to the consummation
and completion of ‘ohe mission.”

Tre QuarTERLY REVIEW, Voi. 127 No. 254,
Loxpox 1869 Ars. “ Isiam.”
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*'Bas none of these attompls can ever be suc-
L, fall manhood approaching aud doohnin.!
igoar are ot things su easily tr ia the writings
s man lke Mobsmwed” Chambers, Ibid.
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« And ibis exactly in these transitions, quick
[and sudden as lightning, that one of the great churma
of the book, a8 i now atands, consiste, snd nﬂq
might Goethe say thas, ‘as ofsen as we appronch it.
is always proves repulsive anew, gradually, however,
it attracts, iv astonishes and, in she end Xoroes into
admiretion -

' *The Qnarterly Review,” Ibid.
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“Une amembiage,” eays M Karimirski in hie
F.nluo, “informe et incoberent te preceptes morsux

ligieux civils o8 poliliques meled’ sghortations, de
promesses, et de meanaces *
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“Aud of the Suras it must be remarked that
[they were intended not for readers bas for Asarers—

hbat they were all promoigated by pablic redital—
and that much was left, as the imperfect sentences:

show, %o the manaer and suggestive scsion of bhe:
rociter,’

The Koran translated by the Revd. J. M. Rod-
well, M, A.
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“ Afser the new revealed passages had been from
the prophet’s mouth taken down in writing by scribe
they were published to his followers, several of whom
took oopies for sheir private use, hus the far greater
gamber gos sthem by heart. The originals, when re-
tprned, were put peomiscuonsly into & chest,

G. Bale’s Prel. Dis., page 46.
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“ the preservation of the Koran dirin
Bat P life-time of l(ahomed'.w';.‘
Committed to memory nod dependent on any sngh
by early M rslems. wncertain archives, The
divine revelation wge the
ger stone of Islam. The recital of % parsage form.
A wn essentinl part of every celebration of publio
worship; and its private perusal and repitition wag
enforced ae a duty and a privilege, fraught with the
richess religions merit. Thie is the universal voice
Tof enrly tradition and may be pgathered from the
revelation itsell. The Koran was accordingly eom.
mitted to mewory more or lesn by every adherens of
alsm, nud the exrent to which 1t cuuld ve recited wag
reckoned one of the chief distinations of nobility in
the early Mostem empire. The onstom of Arsbia
favoured the task. Pussionately fond of poetry yes
ssessed of bat limited menns and skill 1g commis.
sing to writing the diffasionsof their bards, the Arab
had long been habituwed to imprias shem on she

living tablets of sheir hearts.

The recollective fronlty was thus cualsivased sg
the highest pitch, nnd it was appiied, wish all the
ardour of an awkensd Arab epirit, 8o the Kran,

nch was the tenacity of sheir m-mory, and s, greas
sheir power of npplication, thut several of Mohamed’s
followers, aocording to enmrly tradition, gonld, dtmn:,

his life-time, repast with scrupulons acourany th
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« Bowever retentive the Arab memory, we should
ave still regarded with distruss a transoripy made
antirely from thas swnrce Bus shere 18 good reson
or believing thas may fragm-ntary copies, embraa.
ing among them the whole K. or newrly the
whole, were made by Mhomet's fillowers during
mslife * ® * * * * Tnoabluy being shus
posseased, it may- be safely inferred thas whas was 80
indefatigably committed to memoary, woald bs likewise
commisted carefully to wriding,

W Muir, Ibid,
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# We also kaow that when a tribe firab joined
Islam, M homet was 1 the

Transoriptions of por- habis of deputing one or
sions of the Koran com- more of his followers to teach
mon emag the early them she Koran snd she re.
Moslews. %iremnu of bis religim.
e are frequently into:med




shat they onrrisl writlen insirnotions with shem on
lntter poiné, and it is nataral to ecacinde shas they
wwld provide vhemselves also with transcripts of
the more imporsans parte of the Revelasion, especiai-
ly thoss apon which the ceremnies of Idam were
ususily recited at the public pravers. Boudes thel
reference in the -Koran itaeif to its owa existenoe |
'in a written form, we huve express mention madee
iia the authentic tradition of Omut's conversion, of &
jeopy of the twentieth Sura being used by his sietere
dwmily for social and private devotional rending,
‘This refers voa period preceding, by three or four
'years, the emigration to Medina If transcripts of
the revelation were made, and in common use, at
shat early sime, when she followers of Islam were
few and oppressed, it seemy a sure deduction shad
they maltiplied exceedingly when the prophet came
%0 pover, and his Buok formed the law of the greater

Tmc of Arabja.”
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“ It is evident thas the revelations were record.
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“We are led Lo the conclusion thas, from the
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......... We may, npon she strongess pmnmptio:a

Afirm thas every verss of She Koran is the gennin
and uanaltersd gomuosition of Mahome himnelf, an
conclnde with «» least n close approximation of %
verdiss of Von Hammer— .

TAnt we Aol the Roran to be as surely Mahomets
word. as the Muhometans hold it to be the word of God.

Sir William Muir Vol. 2 p. XXVIL
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*The recension of Othman has been handed down
to us unaltered. 8o carefully, indeed, has is been
preserved vhut there are no variations of importance—s
we might slmast way no varistion st all,=umong the
innumerable nopies of the Koran scartered through-
ont the vast bunnds of the empire of Islam Cone
tending and embittered factions, tuking their rise
in the mnrder o' Ushsmn himself withiu a guarter
of & century from the death of Muhomet, have over
since rent the Mohomessn world. Yet bnt ONE
HORAN, bes alwaps besn current amongst them;
and the consentuneons nse by all 10 the prerent day
of the same Scripture, is an nrefragable proof that
we have ;now before ns the vary text trepucd by
the ocommauds «f 1he onfortumate Csliph. Uhere is
probably in the world no viber werk which has 16
muned twelve centuries with so pure s teat.”

v Ibid p. XIV and XV,
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