Aurangzaib Yousufzai — January 2018

Thematic Quranic Translation Series - Installment 47
(In English and Urdu)

The Mvyth of Two Anaels in Babylon,
HAROOT & MAROOT

Most Rational & Academic Re-translations
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PRELUDE

According to Quran’s traditional interpretations, and their compliant translations,
which swarm the global markets and libraries, Quranic Verse 2/102 refers to two
angels named Haroot and Maroot who lived in the historic city of Babylon during
the reign of King Solomon. They taught people the art of “sorcery” which was
supposed to create rifts between “men and their wives”! In the entire related and
inherited Muslim writings, the theory is seen unanimously maintained that those
two angels always openly admitted that they were trouble-makers and people
should not be “tempted towards Disbelief”, or “towards hiding the truth” by
learning what they used to teach. But how weird is the subsequent assertion that
people were still flocking to them to learn the magic that was believed to be
harmful to their “family lives™!

Why would the two angels behave in this evil way, no clue is shown having been
given in Quran by any of the corresponding translations we have inherited? What



was the “Disbelief ( Kufr)” King Solomon was blamed to commit; no clarification
IS given in the exegeses and their compliant translations? If Sorcery or Magic was
a field of acknowledged art in the ancient times, why has it not been developed and
culminated into a full-fledged science, like all other fields of knowledge, in the
present most progressive times, we have no answers? However, out of Quran
stories are seen incorporated in the exegeses in an effort to make some sense out of
the seemingly frivolous and confusing theme of the Verse under probe. Deductive
logic in matters relating to religion has hitherto been so rampant, as a matter of
course, that any alternate rational re-translation was never attempted to ascertain
the objective material reality of the main propositions of the theme — the main
propositions being KUFR and SEHR (sa- Magic)!

A brief summary of explanations given in different sources, trying to offer lame
justification for the weird behavior of the two angels, is given in Wikipedia which,
for the sake of saving lots of precious time shuffling through diverse writings, is
copy/pasted below for Readers’ easy and prompt awareness:-

Quote from WIKIPEDIA

“The 14th century scholar 1bn Kathir interpreted the story of Harut and Marut and
goes into depth about what exactly the angels had taught to the people of magic in
his book, ‘Stories of the Qur'an’:

Narrated Al-"Ufi in his interpretation on the authority of Ibn "Abbas (May
Allah be pleased with him) pertaining to Allah's Statement {They followed
what the Shayatin (devils) gave out (falsely of the magic) in the lifetime of
Sulaiman (Solomon). Sulaiman did not disbelieve, but the Shayatin (devils)
disbelieved, teaching men magic and such things that came down at Babylon
to the two angels, Harut and Marut but neither of these two (angels) taught
anyone (such things) till they had said, *We are only for trial, so disbelieve
not (by learning this magic from us).”...} When Sulaiman lost his kingdom,
great numbers from among mankind and the jinn renegaded and followed
their lusts. But, when Allah restored to Sulaiman his kingdom and the
renegade came to follow the Straight Path once again, Sulaiman seized their
holy scriptures which he buried underneath his throne. Shortly after,
Sulaiman (Peace be upon him) died. In no time, the men and the Jinn
uncovered the buried scriptures and said: This was a book revealed by Allah
to Sulaiman who hide it from us. They took it as their religion and Allah the
Almighty revealed His Saying: {And when there came to them a Messenger
from Allah confirming what was with them, a party of those who were given
the Scripture threw away the Book of Allah behind their backs as if they did



not know!}. (Al-Bagarah, 101) and they followed what the devils gave out,
I.e. musical instruments, play and all that blocks the remembrance of
Allah B!

Critics about Harut and Marut

Some Islamic exegetes prefer to view Harut and Marut as ordinary men, than
actual angels, who learned magic from devils, since their legend cannot be
certainly attributed to Muhammed.

According to Muslim scholar Ansar Al-'Adl, many interpretations of the verse
originate from alleged Judeo-Christian sources that came to be recorded in some
works of Quranic exegesis, called Tafsir. Numerous stories have been transmitted
about these verses, yet all center around the same basic story:

Abdullah Yusuf Ali, noted translator of the Qur'an into English, asserts that the
source of this story may be the Jewish Midrash:

Among the Jewish traditions in the Midrash was a story of two angels who
asked Allah's permission to come down to earth but succumbed to
temptation, and were hung up by their feet at Babylon for punishment. Such
stories about sinning angels who were cast down to punishment were
believed in by the early Christians, also (see Il Peter 2:4, and Epistle of Jude,
verse 6).

According to Umm al-Qura University professor Abdul Aziz al-Harbi, Harut and
Marut were merely human beings described with qualities often attributed to
angels, rather than being actual angels.” (Quote ends)

As from the above lines we do not surmise any tangible comprehension of the
confusing theme, we are obliged to infer that the Verse in question had also been
made a target of distortion by misconstruing and mistranslating its highly
meaningful content, along with the rest of Quran. Let us then take up the matter
and try our most rational style of a direct, strict and legal translation of the related
Verse to discover the hidden truth of the divine injunction of Quran on this issue.

Needless to mention that Quran by its own claim is the most comprehensive and
detailed Scripture which is free from doubts and ambiguities and doesn’t need any
further clarification. It just needs an “honest and qualified” translation, free from
vested interests and traditional influences, in order to expose its true essence in
other languages. Regrettably, all available listed translations deemed authentic in
the academic circles, have nothing to offer except compliance with the old despotic
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era exegeses. Let us move ahead with our sacred mission of purifying the great
Quran. For continuity’s sake, we may take a start from the earlier Verse No.2/100.

Verse No0.2/100
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Transliteration: “Aou kulla-ma ‘aahadu ‘ahdan nabadha-hu fareequm min-hum.
Bal aktharu-hum la yu’minoon (100). Wa lamma ja’a-hum rasoolum min-‘indil-
laahi, musaddigan li-maa ma’a-hum nabadha fareequm min allazina ootu al-
kitaaba Kitaaba-1lahi waraa’a zuhuri-him ka-anna-hum la ya’lamoon(101).”

Translation: “Is it not so that every time they made a commitment, a segment of
them cast it aside? Rather, it is usually a majority of people that do not have faith
at all.

And when a Messenger had come unto them from God, confirming the truth
already in their possession, a segment of those who were granted revelation
aforetime cast the divine writ behind their backs as though unaware of its
teachings,”

Verse No.2/102-103
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Transliteration: “ Wa attabi’oo maa tatloo ash-shayateenu ‘alaa mulki
Sulaiman. Wa maa kafara Sulaimanu wa laakinna ash-shayateena kafaroo
yu’allimoona-ann-naasa as-sehra wa maa anzala ‘ala al-Malakayini bi-baabila
Haroota wa Maroot. Wa maa yu’allimaani min ahadin hatta yaqulaa inna-
ma nahnu fitnatun, fa-laa takfur. Fa-yata’allamoona min-huma maa

yufarriqoona bi-hi bayin al-marr’i wa zowji-hi. Wa maa hum bidhaarreena
bi-hi min ahadin illa bi-idhnillah. Wa yata’allamoona ma yadhurru-hum wa
laa yanfa’u-hum. Wa laqad °‘alimoo la-man-ishtarahu ma la-hu min
Aakhirati min khalaag. Wa labi’sa maa sharaou bi-hi anfusa-hum, laou
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kaanu ya’lamoon (102). Wa laou anna-hum aamanu wa attaqu la-
mathubatan min ‘indillahi khayirun, laou kaanu ya’lamoon(103).

Traditional Translation : “and follow [instead] that which the evil ones used
to practice during Solomon's reign - for it was not Solomon who denied the
truth, but those evil ones denied it by teaching people sorcery -; and [they
follow] that which has come down through the two angels in Babylon, Hurut
and Marut-although these two never taught it to anyone without first
declaring, "*"We are but a temptation to evil: do not, then, deny [God's] truth!**
And they learn from these two how to create discord between a man and his
wife; but whereas they can harm none thereby save by God's leave, they
acquire a knowledge that only harms themselves and does not benefit them -
although they know; indeed, that he who acquires this [knowledge] shall have
no share in the good of the life to come. For, vile indeed is that [art] for which
they have sold their own selves -had they but known it!

And had they but believed and been conscious of Him, reward from God
would indeed have brought them good — had they but known it!”

The Most up to date Rational Translation:

“...and started following instead that which the rebellious ones(&a-‘?‘éiﬁ\ Jused to
practice (tatloo — 1~ during Solomon’s reign - for it was not Solomon who had

denied the truth but those rebellious ones intentionally denied it (355 )by
teaching people the art of deception and falsification of facts ( Al and that
which was cooked up in the minds (& d)—r\ ) of two powerful men (&L ) i
Babylon who were intent upon tearing open (haroot — <54 ) and breaking
apart (Maroot — <5 )% ) the unity. And these two did not train anyone until they
exposed their intentions by declaring that they were, in reality, |ntr|guers (4\-\-\S )
and they wanted them too not to hide this truth from people ( )95-1 J—‘\) Hence,
people learned from those two the tactics of creating split between the
powerful/beneficent leader (UAJ\) and those joining/following him (4>3.).
However, they were not to harm anyone with this policy of theirs because all
changes take place as per the fixed laws of God (4! (34). So they learned what
was to go against their own selves instead of bringing them a benefit. And they
had learnt what was not to fetch a share for them in the Hereafter. Vile indeed
was what they bought for them, had they but known it! And had they but

believed and been circumspect, reward from God would indeed have brought
them good — had they but known it!”



ha-Ra-Ta = to spear/slit/widen/impair, have a wide mouth, have wide sides of the
mouth, tear up.

haaruut ( <_kL) according to some is from harata and is a descriptive name
meaning one who tore up, whilst maruut ( <s_%)comes from marata meaning he
broke.
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Quote from WIKIPEDIA

“The 14th century scholar Ibn Kathir interpreted the story of Harut and Marut and
goes into depth about what exactly the angels had taught to the people of magic in
his book, ‘Stories of the Qur'an’:

Narrated Al-"Ufi in his interpretation on the authority of Ibn "Abbas (May
Allah be pleased with him) pertaining to Allah's Statement {They followed
what the Shayatin (devils) gave out (falsely of the magic) in the lifetime of
Sulaiman (Solomon). Sulaiman did not disbelieve, but the Shayatin (devils)
disbelieved, teaching men magic and such things that came down at Babylon
to the two angels, Harut and Marut but neither of these two (angels) taught
anyone (such things) till they had said, "We are only for trial, so disbelieve
not (by learning this magic from us).”...} When Sulaiman lost his kingdom,
great numbers from among mankind and the jinn renegaded and followed
their lusts. But, when Allah restored to Sulaiman his kingdom and the
renegade came to follow the Straight Path once again, Sulaiman seized their
holy scriptures which he buried underneath his throne. Shortly after,
Sulaiman (Peace be upon him) died. In no time, the men and the Jinn
uncovered the buried scriptures and said: This was a book revealed by Allah
to Sulaiman who hide it from us. They took it as their religion and Allah the
Almighty revealed His Saying: {And when there came to them a Messenger
from Allah confirming what was with them, a party of those who were given
the Scripture threw away the Book of Allah behind their backs as if they did
not know!}. (Al-Bagarah, 101) and they followed what the devils gave out,
i.e. musical instruments, play and all that blocks the remembrance of
Allah B!

Critics about Harut and Marut

Some Islamic exegetes prefer to view Harut and Marut as ordinary men, than
actual angels, who learned magic from devils, since their legend cannot be
certainly attributed to Muhammed.
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According to Muslim scholar Ansar Al-'Adl, many interpretations of the verse
originate from alleged Judeo-Christian sources that came to be recorded in some
works of Quranic exegesis, called Tafsir. Numerous stories have been transmitted
about these verses, yet all center around the same basic story:

Abdullah Yusuf Ali, noted translator of the Qur'an into English, asserts that the
source of this story may be the Jewish Midrash:

Among the Jewish traditions in the Midrash was a story of two angels who
asked Allah's permission to come down to earth but succumbed to
temptation, and were hung up by their feet at Babylon for punishment. Such
stories about sinning angels who were cast down to punishment were
believed in by the early Christians, also (see Il Peter 2:4, and Epistle of Jude,
verse 6).

According to Umm al-Qura University professor Abdul Aziz al-Harbi, Harut and
Marut were merely human beings described with qualities often attributed to
angels, rather than being actual angels.” (Quote ends)
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