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PREFACE

To THE STUDENT

Ahlan wa Sahlan! Welcome to Arabic! This textbook, Alif Baa, represents the
first in a series of textbooks aimed at teaching Arabic to English-speaking students,
followed by Al-Kitaab fii Ta‘allum al-*Arabiyya 1 & IL.

The present book aims to help you learn to produce Arabic sounds and write
its letters, and to introduce to you a number of greetings, common phrases, and
basic vocabulary, as well as aspects of Arab culture. The book is accompanied by a
set of audio tapes for you to use outside of class and a video tape that you will
watch in class with your teacher.

The book consists of an introduction, ten units, an appendix and an English-
Arabic Glossary. The introduction provides a brief overview of some special
characteristics of Arabic, and the ten units present the alphabet in groups following
the modern Arabic order, with the exception that all of the long vowels are presented
in the first unit. In describing the sounds, we have avoided technical descriptions,
opting instead for a more practical approach involving tips and exercises that focus
on the points of articulation of the sounds. Following the description of each sound,
we have provided a brief explanation of the writing of the corresponding letter.
Each unit contains a number of recorded listening exercises and drills on reading,
writing, connecting letters, and dictation. We have used only meaningful words in
these exercises, because word structure in Arabic is based on consonant-vowel patterns,
and listening to a large number of words, even if you do not know their meaning,
will help you begin internalizing these patterns and facilitate learning vocabulary.
We have also included in this book examples of authentic or "real-life" Arabic from
newspapers, books, and magazines. Finally, we have included short cultural notes
explaining aspects of the situations that you will see on the accompanying video
tape. The appendix provides the texts of all the dialogues on the video tape, and the
glossary includes all the vocabulary items introduced in the book.

We believe that it is crucial for you to learn to recognize and produce Arabic
sounds accurately from the outset, for several reasons. First, you must learn to
pronounce Arabic correctly in order to communicate effectively with Arabic speakers.
Arabic has its own unique beauty, and the extent to which you learn the sounds
correctly reflects, among other things, the degree of respect you have for the language
and its speakers. Second, Arabic sounds are not very difficult. Many non-native
speakers have learned to pronounce Arabic sounds accurately, and there is no reason
why you should not expect to do so as well. Third, it is important to learn the
sounds correctly now when you have the time and energy to concentrate on them;
later you will be concentrating on other aspects of the language, such as vocabulary
and grammar. Fourth, the structure of the Arabic language is such that being able to




recognize sounds when you hear them will greatly enhance your ability to learn,
understand, and remember vocabulary. Fifth, Arabic is largely phonetic, which
means that if you learn the sounds correctly now, you will not suffer from spelling
headaches. Finally, we do not agree with the commonly held assumption that
Arabic is too difficult for non-native speakers to learn: all languages require a
certain amount of exposure, time, and effort, and the ability to learn a foreign language
is directly related to both the desire to do so and the belief that you can.

Tips for Using This Book:

1. Prepare for active participation in class. Listen to the tapes and prepare the
lesson assigned beforehand, so that you will be ready to read and write. Class time
should be spent practicing, not listening to lectures.

2. Once is not enough. Whether you are pronouncing new sounds, writing new
letters, or studying vocabulary, you should repeat the activity as many times as you
can. Repeat until you can produce a sound or write a letter easily. Remember that
you are training your brain and your muscles to do new things, and this takes
practice. Listen to the tapes as many times as you can, and go back over items that
you missed on the homework. Although most of your studies are visually oriented,
you learned your native language mainly through hearing and listening, and not
through reading and writing. Rediscover your native ability to learn through listening
by devoting as much time as you can while working through this book to the
listening and dictation exercises.

3. Study out loud. The only way to train your brain and your mouth to speak this
language is by doing—thinking about it is not enough!

4. Study in groups. You are much more likely to study actively when you study
with others. Good group activities include quizzing and dictating to each other, and
making up sentences and dialogues.

5. Review constantly. Set aside part of your study time each day to go over old
material and practice sounds and letters you learned previously. This investment
will pay off in improved accuracy in listening, speaking, reading and writing.

6. Expect to feel tired occasionally. Being tired is a good sign—it means that you
are concentrating, and that you are training your muscles to produce new sounds
correctly. Remember that you will soon be able to do easily things that tire you at
first.

We wish you a successful and enjoyable learning experience!




To THE TEACHER

The philosophy behind this textbook represents a departure from that of
previous alphabet textbooks in several ways. First, it is our belief that everyone can
produce Arabic sounds accurately, and that it is necessary to encourage and expect
accuracy from the outset. Not only is this the only opportunity you and the students
will have to focus all of your attention on the phonetic aspects of Arabic, it is also
better to form good habits from the start. Second, we believe that all language skills
are important, and that they reinforce each other. The ability to hear the difference
between, for example, ¢l and 3, is a necessary prelude to being able to produce
them, and the ability to do both will aid in mastering Arabic morphology, in writing,
and in retaining vocabulary. Third, we believe that Arabic is one language, albeit
one rich in varieties, and that each variety embraces its own level or part of the
culture. In order to understand the language and the culture, students need to learn
both formal and spoken varieties. It is the goal of this textbook series to provide a
framework for introducing students to both varieties while focusing on the formal;
the extent to which you emphasize each variety will depend on your program and
the needs of your students. We have found through experience that this approach
does not confuse students, as long as spoken variants are introduced as vocabulary
items and expressions. On the contrary, it adds to their pool of vocabulary, and,
more importantly, gives them the tools they need to begin communicating with
native speakers they might meet or know in their immediate environment, who will
not speak to them in formal Arabic.

The material in this textbook can be covered in twenty to twenty-five contact
hours, depending on the amount of time devoted to the various activities, and assuming
that the student will devote one to two hours a night to doing the drills. The book is
designed so that the student can do much of his or her learning outside of class.
Class time should be spent on practice rather than explanations. We believe that it is
crucial for the students to learn the sounds correctly from the outset. In order to
help them do so, spend as much class time as possible on activities involving listening,
dictation, and reading aloud. Our approach stresses dictation because we believe
that the mastery of sounds and the ability to relate sounds and writing must be
developed early. Repeat sounds and words many times over, and have students
repeat as a group to take the pressure off individual performance. It takes several
repetitions of a new or unfamiliar sound in order to identify it, and several more to
be able to produce it.

The accompanying video tape contains some basic dialogues that were filmed
in Egypt in the Cairene dialect. Our decision to use colloquial Arabic was a natural
consequence of our desire to include a cultural component in these materials, and to
use language forms appropriate to that component. Many culturally important




expressions belong to the colloquial register, and introducing the students to them
as they naturally occur helps them to feel that they are learning to communicate
with Arabs. We decided to use the dialect of Cairo in this first edition of the
materials because it is the most widely understood among Arabic speakers. However,
it is not our desire to impose the teaching of the Egyptian dialect on anyone; if your
own dialect differs, we encourage you to teach your students the forms with which
you are comfortable. (We do not believe you will find the differences to be very
great.)

We hope that you will make use of the accompanying video tape not only for
its linguistic value but also for its visual and cultural content. You will need to use
the tape in class in order to explain the content. We have distributed the eighteen
dialogues over the first nine units. While we have included short cultural notes in
the book meant to accompany the video scenes, we have not provided detailed
lesson plans in order to give you the flexibility to proceed as you wish and focus on
the aspects you deem important. Use the tape and cultural notes as starting points,
encourage questions and discussion, and expand as you wish. We suggest that you
have the students listen to each dialogue several times as follows: (1) Before explaining
anything, have them watch for general content, then discuss, and see what they
understood. (2) Have them watch again, as many times as necessary, to listen for
individual words or expressions, followed by discussion and explanation of what
they heard. (3) Have them watch a final time, after they have understood what is
said, to focus on howit is said. After that, the students should be ready to try out the
expressions themselves, so let them make up their own situations and act them out.
Your own contribution will be vital to the success of these materials.

Do not worry about writing out the dialogues. It is good training for the
students to develop confidence in their aural and oral skills at this stage, and they
need to be encouraged to rely on their “phonographic” rather than their “photographic”
memory. Everybody has natural aural and oral language learning skills, because
nobody learned their native language through reading. As the students master the
alphabet, they will be able to study from the transcribed texts in the appendix.

Of course, no textbook can take the place of a good teacher. It is our hope
that these materials will help you to enrich your classroom and make learning Arabic
an enjoyable experience for your students.
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INTRODUCTION

Tue ARABIC ALPHABET

There are twenty-eight letters in the Arabic alphabet, and fourteen symbols
that function as short vowels and pronunciation markers, or as markers of certain
grammatical functions. Units One through Ten will introduce these letters and
symbols individually. First, take a look at the alphabet as a whole. The following
chart shows the twenty-eight letters. Starting in the upper right-hand corner, read
across from right to left, which is the way Arabic is written and read. Listen to the
tape as these sounds are pronounced.

(The tape symbol indicates that you should listen to the tape.)




This chart shows the fourteen extra-alphabetical symbols and their names.
They include short vowels, pronunciation symbols, grammatical endings, spelling
variants, and a consonant that, for historical reasons, was not included with the
letters of the alphabet. They will be introduced in Units One through Ten along
with the letters of the alphabet.

2 P
Damma fatHa
0
P
kasra sukuun
oY)
- &
shadda hamza
7 o
| 5
madda taa marbuuTa

' f
dagger alif waSla
z o

tanwiin al-fatH tanwiin aD-Damm

- &

z

tanwiin al-kasr

alif maqSuura




SreciAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ARABIC SCRIPT

The Arabic alphabet and writing system has four major characteristics that
distinguish it from its European counterparts.

1. Arabic is written from right to left. One consequence of this ordering
system is that books, newspapers, and magazines open and are read from right to
left, rather than left to right.

2. Letters are connected in both print and handwriting, unlike those of the
Latin alphabet, which are connected only in handwriting. The following are individual
letters which are written one after the other in correct order, but which do not form a
word written this way: o | o J | . When they are connected, however, they do
spell a word: _L.Jl (“al-baab” the door). Notice that not all the letters in this word
connect to the following letter. This is a characteristic of some of the letters; you will
learn these rules as you learn to write each letter. In the following words, try to
identify the nonconnecting letters:

ol 5l o 523 Ol gl 3

As you learn the alphabet, note which letters connect and which do not, and when
you practice writing, do not lift the pen or pencil from the page until you get to a
natural break with a nonconnecting letter.

3. Letters have slightly different shapes depending on where they occur in a
word. The chart on page 1 gives the forms of the letters when written independently;
these forms vary when the letters are written in initial, medial, and final position.
“Initial position” means not connected to a previous letter, “medial position” indicates
that the letter is between two other letters, and “final position” means connected to
the preceding letter. Most letters have a particularly distinct shape when they occur
in final position, similar to the way English can have capital letters at the beginning
of words. The chart on page 4 gives you an idea of the extent of this variation. You
will see that each letter retains a basic shape throughout; this is the core of the letter.
If the letter has dots, their number and position also remain the same. Note that the
last three letters, which all connect, appear to have a “tail” in their independent and
final forms which drops off when they are connected and is replaced by a connecting
segment that rests on the line. Try to find the core shape of each letter, its dots, if
any, the connecting segments, and the final tail in the following chart.




Final position Medial Position | Initial Position Independent

L L

~—
~———

o — J <
on —r- = o
- = - T

As you learn each letter of the alphabet, you will learn to read and write all its
various shapes. You will be surprised how quickly you master them, with a little
practice!

4. Arabic script consists of two separate “layers” of writing. The basic
skeleton of a word is made up of the consonants and long vowels. Short vowels and
other pronunciation and grammatical markers are separated from the consonant
skeleton of the word. This second layer, called vocalization, is normally omitted in
writing, and the reader recognizes words without it. Compare the following two
versions of the same text, a line of poetry, the first of which represents the normal
way of writing, without vocalization, and the second of which has all the pronunciation
markers added:

Josad Jodudl o ol by Jo0e s i (550 e el LaB

0 s - 0 - - -

£ 5 ,- 0~ ¢ . ° .o ao~¢:~ ° - .-
Josad Jsaull o sl by U35y o (6553 e eln a3

PEUERE T

Texts normally vocalized include elementary school textbooks, some editions
of classical literary texts, and the Quran. In the Quran, the scripture of Islam, this
precision has religious significance: the extra markings on the text leave no doubt as
to the exact reading intended. Thus the text of the Quran shows full vocalization, as
can be seen in the following excerpt.
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In schoolbooks, vowel markings are used to introduce new vocabulary, and
to enable the students to learn the correct pronunciation of formal Arabic, with all

the correct grammatical endings. The following example is taken from a fourth-grade
elementary reader.

U\...wb J:uw;.t:);j‘o)a)z.}bu)»cuh,‘\ (.\.’3 “.
‘U"')"'” yf cUO)Y\b J}>.3 ’t.)’) Yj‘;\(..”bw )L.o )\s

,.

Q_’J..’QL...e u)a.]\ ’LAJS ol . UJ‘ 4:—-\:.1-\ u/ )
u:UnJ‘ r:l>- WJS‘ ul{) cuo-l..:n“

VAT Ay el Tyl B,k Y g o T Y hall B30 LS e

Thereafter, the students see the words in regular, unvocalized script. You
will learn vocabulary the same way.




Most books, magazines, and newspapers are unvocalized, as the following
newspaper article demonstrates.

(AL Cyi ot AaSoce
WS i ( laghl gl g  gusdead |y
elacu g¥) (@ yulilln :s g 503
Sasya dastal Toc ge ud axa 2uUulll Sile galat) 2esas Suua
;’Eu.;h‘,;’;i.pgrﬁ Siloglasr uﬁﬁl‘@(ﬁludh
bl elais 53y dasios ae 9o e ghl 138 ulias g A gall Loda

SUadf oot pacill 5518 Lagis paaboad daada 3 I ok abad gt
Ldlall ooty 3,180 Lagis g W»u;hijﬁa

In unvocalized texts, possible ambiguities in form occasionally arise; however, rarely
does this result in ambiguous meaning.

In this textbook series, vocalization marks will be used when new vocabulary
is introduced, but thereafter you will be expected to have memorized the pronunciation
of the word, and these marks will be omitted. Since Arabic speakers normally read
and write without vocalization, it is best to become accustomed to reading and
writing that way from the beginning.

PRONUNCIATION OF A RABIC

In addition to the characteristics of the Arabic script, you should also be
aware of certain features of the sounds of Arabic.

1. Arabic has a one-to-one correspondence between sound and letter, whereas
English spelling often uses one letter or combination of letters to represent several
different sounds. Consider the plural marker s in the words dogs and books, and note
that the sound of the first is actually z, not s. Compare also the two different sounds
spelled as th as in think and those. These are two distinct sounds, and Arabic has two
different letters to represent them. American English speakers sometimes confuse
pronunciation and spelling without realizing it. For example, think about the word
television. This word has been adopted into Arabic and is pronounced something
like televizyoon. It is also spelled with the Arabic letter that corresponds to the sound
z, because that it the way it is pronounced. English spelling, on the other hand,
requires an s, even though there is no s sound in the word. Pay attention to the
sounds of the Arabic letters, and avoid associating English letters with them so that
you will not confuse the two.




2. The Arabic writing system is regularly phonetic, which means that words
are generally written as they are pronounced. Learn to recognize and pronounce the
sounds correctly now, and not only will you avoid spelling problems, but you will
also learn and retain vocabulary more easily.

3. In general, Arabic sounds use a wider range of mouth and throat positions
than English. Be aware of what parts of the mouth you must use to produce these
sounds properly from the beginning, when you are able to focus the most attention
on them. You will learn to make new sounds, and to do so, you must become
familiar with a set of muscles that you use to make sounds like gargling or coughing
but not to speak English. Your muscles are capable of making all these sounds, but
you must become conscious of what they are doing and you must practice. Just as
you must train your arm to hit a tennis ball, you must train your throat to contract or
tighten, and this takes constant repetition. You must keep your eye on the ball in
tennis, and you must keep your mind on the sounds you are making at all times.
With practice, you will gradually be able to do this with less and less effort.

Units ONE THROUGH TEN

In Units One through Ten, you will learn the basics of reading, writing, and
speaking Arabic. Listen to the tape as you read, make a habit of pronouncing out
loud everything you write while you are writing it, and practice on your own in
addition to doing the drills in the book. The more time you put in now, the less you
will have to spend later!
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UNIT ONE

This unit will introduce you to the first four letters of the Arabic alphabet and
to the long and short vowels.

|| alif”

The name of the first letter of the Arabic alphabet is alif. Alif has two main
functions, the first of which will be introduced in this unit, and the second in Unit
Three. Here we are concerned with its function as a long vowel, whose pronunciation
resembles that of a in bad or in father. Say these two words aloud and notice the
difference in the quality of the a: the former is pronounced in the front of the mouth,
and the latter is deeper and farther back. The pronunciation of alif has this same
range. Two factors influence the quality of alif: regional dialect and surrounding
consonants. In the Gulf region (Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Iraq, and neighboring countries),
the sound is generally deeper, closer to father, while farther west, in the Mediterranean
area, it is more frontal, closer to bad. In addition, certain “emphatic” consonant
sounds that are pronounced farther back in the mouth can also deepen the sound of
alif so that it resembles father. Learning to discern and produce the difference in
vowel quality will help you understand, speak, and write Arabic accurately.

ListeNING Exercise 1.

To hear the two variants of alif, listen to the following pairs of words on tape.
You should be able to distinguish between the frontal alif and the deep alif (remember
that the words are read from right to left):

ol / J13 ol / il rla /¢l ol / ol




Notice that the first word in each pair above begins with a sound comparable
to an English one, whereas the second word begins with a sound that resembles the
former but is pronounced with the tongue lower and farther back in the mouth.
These latter sounds are called “emphatic” consonants, and they affect the
pronunciation of the alif. Listening for the difference between frontal and deep alif
is the best way to distinguish between emphatic and nonemphatic consonants. We
will discuss this point in more depth later when you begin learning the emphatic
letters. In the meantime, pay attention to the quality of alif in the words you hear.

DriLL 1.

You will hear twelve words. For each, note whether the alif is frontal (F) or
deep (D):

1 — 5 — 9 —
2. 6. — 10, — —
3 YA 11,
4, 8 — 12

In addition to listening for vowel quality, you must also learn to recognize
vowel length. Alif is a long vowel, which means that it must be distinguished from
its short counterpart, the fatHa (short 2 vowel). The length of a long vowel should
be at least twice that of a short vowel. Remember that English has no long vowels,
so Arabic long vowels should sound and feel extra long to you. Do not worry about
pronouncing a long vowel “too long”—stretch it out so that you can feel the difference.

ListeninGg Exgrcise 2. QD

Listen to the differences in vowel quality and length in the following pairs of
words. The first word in each pair contains an alif, and the second a fatHa. Notice
that the alif ranges in sound from a in bad (frontal) to a in father (deep), while the
fatHa ranges from e in bet (frontal) to u in but (deep):

Js/da /b i/ ol s / sl e/ b
DruiL 2.
You will hear twelve words. Mark A if you hear alif, or F if you hear fatHa.
1. 5 ——— 9.
20 6. — 10, ——
3. — 7 I} P
4, 8 — 12 —




WRITING

In this section you will learn to write the various shapes of the letter alif. The
box above contains, reading right to left, the independent, initial, medial, and final
shapes of this letter. Alone or at the beginning of a word, the alif is written as a
single stroke, drawn from top to bottom, as the arrow in the example shows. Practice
on the blank lines below, as shown in the example on the first line, pronouncing alif
as you write it. Write the letter as many times as you can in the space provided:

|

When the alif follows another letter, it is written from the bottom up. The
previous letter will end in a connecting segment drawn on the line. Start with that
segment, then draw the alif from the bottom up as shown:

L L
T\’
®©

In either case, the alif does not connect to what follows it. After writing the
alif, pick your pen up from the page, and start the next letter as if it were the
beginning of a new word.

Now practice reading alif by circling all of the alifs you can find in the following
sentence (taken from 1001 Nights):

e dlaedly JUI 58S el oS o le 3 auad b 08 Lo L oS

- 10 -




- Ilbaall

The second letter of the Arabic alphabet is pronounced like English b.

ListeNING Exercise 3.
Listen to and repeat the following words that contain the sound . :

- . - o~

WRITING

Unlike |, o is a connecting letter, which means that it connects to the letter
following it when it occurs at the beginning or in the middle of a word. The four
shapes in the box above represent . in independent, initial, medial, and final positions.
Notice that the main parts of the letter, the initial tooth and the dot beneath the
body, remain constant in all four shapes. Compare the independent and final shapes,
and note that both end in a second tooth. Remember that many letters take a
characteristic “tail” shape in independent and final positions. You can see that this
second tooth is the tail of the . . It is not written in initial and medial positions

because _ connects to the following letter in those cases.

When written alone, this letter takes the shape shown at the far right above.
Following the steps shown in the example on the first line below, trace the letter
with your pencil a few times, then write it. First, write the body: from right to left,
begin with a small hook, then continue straight along the line and end with another
hook for the tail. After you have finished the body, place the dot underneath as
shown.

)
¢ J (’(*_:%)
)

-11 -




When o is followed by another letter, it connects to that letter by dropping
the final hook: — . The exact length of the body depends on the style of the

handwriting or print font and may vary a little; copy the size and proportion shown

in the example:
] °
<«

: 0

You can now write the first two letters of the alphabet joined together: L. .
When writing words in Arabic, dots are written last, like dotting the i and crossing
the t when writing in cursive English. Copy the example, pronouncing it each time

you write:
L ”_‘n@

. T g’

®

When o occurs in medial position, that is, when connected —, follows a
connecting letter, the connecting segment of that letter connects into the hook at the
beginning like this: .. Copy the example:

e
®

Final _ resembles the independent form with the final hook. This form may
be illustrated by writing two _ s together: ... Copy the example:

L‘AJ Jul < “P
® ‘®




Now you can write your first word in Arabic: L door . Practice writing this
word by copying the example shown below, pronouncing it out loud as you write.
Remember: do not stop to dot the letters until you have finished the skeletal structure
of the entire word.

ol

144

O “taa

The third letter of the alphabet is pronounced like a clear, frontal English t.
How many different ways do you pronounce ? Read the following list aloud the
way you would normally pronounce the words when speaking: bottle, teeth, automatic.
Of these words, most American speakers pronounce the t in teeth farther forward in
the mouth, against the back of the teeth. This is the correct position of the tongue for
the pronunciation of this Arabic sound; do not confuse it with the flap of the tongue
you use to produce automatic. Arabic - must be pronounced with the tip of your
tongue against your teeth, but without aspiration.! Since < is a frontal letter, the
vowel sounds surrounding it are frontal too; in particular, the alif and fatHa (short a)
are pronounced like g in bad and e as in bet (not like a in father and u in but).

ListeNinG EXERrcIsE 4.

Listen to the letter = in the following words and repeat. Pay attention to the
position of your tongue as you do so and notice the frontal quality of the vowels:

sl I A5y S5 A P b

! Aspiration refers to the breathy sound often heard with ¢, p, and k. Light a match, hold it in front of
your mouth, and say, Peter, Tom, and Kirk went to town. The flame will flicker each time you pronounce
one of these letters. Arabic sounds do not have aspiration, so practice saying t and k with a lit match
in front of your mouth until you can pronounce them without making the flame flicker.

-13 -




WRITING

. — I Sl

This letter has the same shape as the ., and is also a connector. Instead of
one dot underneath, however, it is written with two dots above its body: « . It
printed text, the two dots are separated, as you see. In handwriting, however, they
are usually run together into a short horizontal bar. (Try to write two dots quickly
and you will see how this handwriting form developed!) Practice writing the
independent . by copying the example, pronouncing it as you write:

@_,
[ C g\m
—— —

Now practice writing < in initial and medial positions by copying the word
a5 (tatub) as shown:

X!
e -""®
) @

Practice writing < in final position by copying the word ., (bit):




DruL 3.

Dictation. Write the six words you hear on tape. Listen to each word as
many times as necessary.

1. 4.
2 5.
3. 6

gi’ Ilthaall

The next letter is pronounced like the first sound in three. Do not associate
this sound with the English letters th, because the English spelling represents two
quite distinct sounds, each of which has an Arabic equivalent. Pronounce three and
that out loud several times and compare the way you pronounce them. The letter &,
represents the sound in three, not the sound in that. Remember this by reminding
yourself that this letter has three dots. If necessary, say three out loud before
pronouncing or reading & .

DriL 4.
Make sure you know the difference between the sounds in three and that. Say
the following words out loud and group them below according to the sound they

contain:
they thumb teeth there throb thus
although think through brother together thought
weather bother theft then depth . rather
three :
that :

LisTENING EXERcISE 5.
Listen to the letter &, in these words and repeat:




WRITING

% = % .
- — — -

This letter is a connector, and is written just like . and « in all positions,
except that it takes three dots above. In print, the three dots appear as you see
above; in handwriting, the three dots are usually connected and written as a caret-
shaped mark as shown in the example. Practice writing and saying independent &.:

O
&S () ©
Copy and practice initial 5 in the male name <. .5 (Thaabit):
@A

—.\7
C . J

-

Practice writing medial A in the word «. i (tathbut):

T AAAND

— A —

@A

Write final &, by copying the word &5 (tabuth):
C A

-

0]
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DriLL 5.

You will hear six words. Circle the word that you hear in each line:

L <k by 4 5 ey
2. ola o 5 &AL ey
3. gT.vL:'t gral:a 6. Cﬁt:l CA-.L:

t ¢—al 1 (Bravo!) You have learned the first four letters of the Arabic alphabet.
The next letters in sequence will be presented in Unit Two. Now we will skip ahead
to the other two long vowels, and the symbols for the corresponding short vowels.

9 long vowel "00"

This letter represents the second of the three long vowels in Arabic. It is
pronounced like the exclamation of delight: ooooo! Practice saying this sound and
stretch it out, just like you would the exclamation. Remember that the pronunciation
of 4, like that of alif, should be twice as long as normal English vowels.

L1sTENING EXERCISE 6.
Listen to and repeat the following words containing :

- - .« - & - -

8 gu Saal s 95 g sl g5

WRITING

I I J J

As you can see in the chart above, the shapes of y4do not vary much. Like I,
9 does not connect to a following letter. To write independent or initial , start on
the line, loop clockwise to the left and up, then swing down into the tail, which

should dip well below the line. Copy the example:
Q 1
-
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When writing 4 connected to a previous letter, the joining segment leads into
the beginning point of the loop. Copy the example:

Q)
e

Now practice writing and pronouncing some of the words you heard above.
Copy the examples:

— A —

DrirLt 6.
Dictation. Write the words you hear on tape.
1. 4.
2 5.
3. 6
S long vowel "ee"

This letter represents the last of the three long vowels, the sound of ee in beep.
Remember that this is a long vowel—hold this sound for twice as long as you would
hold ee in words like beep, street, etc.

LisTeNING ExeRcISE 7.
Listen to and repeat the following words containing ¢:

elss O P s Sl S

-18 -




WRITING

T e - &

-~ -

As you can see in the box, the independent and final forms of ¢ differ slightly
from the initial and medial forms. Like o, =, and &, which it resembles in its
initial and medial shapes, this letter is a connecting one. All shapes of ¢ retain the
two dots below, but, in handwriting, the two dots underneath are usualfy drawn as
a short horizontal bar, just like the dots on top of ..

To write independent (¢, start above the line, and make the top half of an s
down to the line. Continue below the line into a wide, flat curve as shown, making
sure to bring the tail all the way back up over the line:

(< v SO
= NS4
®=

In final position, start from the connecting segment on the line, then make a
small hook into the body. In this position, the letter is almost entirely below the line,
and has only a small curved hook before dipping into the wide flat curve. Practice
copying and pronouncing .- and bring the tail all the way back up over the line:

— (ST

—— '-/
@=

When (s occurs at the beginning or in the middle of a word, it takes the same
shape as ., except that its two dots are below the body of the letter. Copy the
example of initial
. 30

<~

s =

-19 -




- T

Now practice writing medial .. in the word «..,45 (tathbeet):

. A~

[ PSS
- ®=

< g = ©

— —_ — the short vowels

\

Each of the long vowels I, 4, and (¢ has a short vowel that corresponds to it.
These short vowels may be indicated in Arabic script by markings written above or
below the letter they follow. Remember that they are usually not written at all; you
have been writing words without them so far. The length of the short vowels
corresponds to the length of most English vowels, and the length of the long vowels
should be at least double that. It is important to learn to distinguish between the
two lengths in listening and in speaking, for that difference often marks a difference
in meaning.

DriLL 7.

Listen to the pairs of words and repeat. Circle the letter corresponding to the
word that contains a long vowel.

1. a b 4. a b
2. a b 5. a b
3. a b 6. a b

Syllables in Arabic always begin with a consonant. By convention, short
vowels are written above or below the consonant they follow. Writing vowels is the
third and final step in writing a word—if they are written at all—after both the
skeleton and the dots have been completed.

The names of the short vowels are fatHa, Damma, and kasra. They correspond
to long vowels ag, oo, and ee respectively.

- 20 -




- “fatHa"”

The short vowel that corresponds to alif is called fatHa. Like its long counterpart
alif, fatHa ranges in quality from frontal to deep, depending on the quality of the
consonants surrounding it. In its most frontal position, fatHa sounds like English e
as in bed. Deep fatHa sounds like English u in but. Consonants » , o, and & are
frontal ones, so they give fatHa a frontal quality, like e in bed.

ListeNING EXERcCISE 8.

Listen to and repeat the following words that contain alif and fatHa. Pay
special attention to the difference in vowel length.

. .

C-\L.L:l c_ul_? c;_\:sL.l g_\[_"‘ c_\_nlj

FatHa is written as a small slanted dash above the consonant it follows, as in
the example 5. Copy:
/ 7/
— 4 N
. Aq)

DriL 8.
Listen to the words on tape, and write Z where you hear it:
2 elag 4 <lad 6 caald
J]

— | “Damma”

The short vowel that corresponds to 4 is called Damma, and is pronounced
like 0o as in booth when following frontal consonants. When it is affected by deep
consonants, it is a little bit deeper, somewhat like oo in wool.
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ListeNiNG Exercisg 9.
Listen to and repeat the following words containing Damma:

s . P P s, P P

Make a special effort to pronounce this vowel clearly, and do not confuse it
with English o and u, which represent many different sounds, few of which resemble

.. For example, u in words like but and gum actually represents the sound of a deep
fatHa, not a Damma.

Damma is written like a miniature g on top of the letter it follows, as in the
word 3. Practice writing - as shown:

— | “kasra”

\

The short vowel that corresponds to (s is called kasra, and its pronunciation
ranges from frontal ee as in keep to deep i as in bit. As with fatHa and Damma, the
exact pronunciation of kasra depends on surrounding consonants. Frontal consonants
like = and & give kasra a frontal quality.

ListeniNnG Exercise 10.
Listen to and repeat the following words containing kasra:

2 2

- el td I 4 - 4 4

Kasra is written as a small slanted dash under the letter it follows, as in _.5.
Copy the example: ’

N
C A

R4
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DriLL 9.

In the following schoolbook text, find five examples of each the short vowels
and circle all the consonants you recognize.

22

A.L.JH;
W5 Ll ‘u\,ﬁwmmuﬂ thaj
G O ¢ Mleﬁ@ob ,qu' o g
.aIJ.‘:J-IE,La.a.aJIL;j} ‘flﬁ.lJE,La.JJl

VAAT gl Tag 3l 5,05 ¥ o SR ol Chall BN QIS e

DriLt 10.
You will hear twelve words. For each, mark L if you hear one of the long
vowels (I, 4, or (). Mark S if the word has only short vowels (fatHa, Damma, or

kasra).
1. 5 — 9 —
2. 6. — 10, —
30— 7 11,
4. 8 — 12,

Drm 11.

Listen to the following words on tape and write the short vowels that you

hear:




Driw 12,

Dictation. Write the words you hear on tape.

1. 5.
2. 6
3. 7
4. 8

Drii 13.

Read the following words aloud:

L el 5. obla
3. i 7. LG
4 g_aiﬁ 8 A:A—Il:l

10.

11.

12.

Read and learn this word:

- 24 -
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P 1é.onnect the letters to form words, as shown in the example. Sound the
words out as you write them.

Example: < .)\.: = N

1. = I+o+l+o

2. = gro+l+a+s

3 = I+ o+ 1+ o

4 = ER S

5 = stoetl+o

6 = Ertotst+s

. s
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CuLTure <AL/ g

In this section you will learn greetings and frequently used phrases in the
spoken Arabic of Cairo by watching a video tape with your teacher. The scenes you
will watch were filmed in Cairo and are meant to provide an introduction to certain
aspects of Arab culture. We have chosen the Cairene dialect because it is the most
widely understood dialect in the Arab world, and because almost one in every three
Arabs is Egyptian. A few of the words you will learn from the dialogues may vary
slightly in other dialects, but the transition is not difficult to make. (If you have
friends from other countries, you can ask them to teach you the varieties they use.)

Watch the scenes with your teacher, who will help you understand and learn
the expressions. Watch each dialogue several times, first to understand what is
being said, and then to concentrate on exactly how it is being said. Remember that
you learned your native language by listening and imitating!

VIDEO

Watch Scenes 1 and 2 on the video tape with your teacher.

HaDritak / HADRITIK

In Egypt, when meeting someone for the first time, or addressing someone
senior to you in age or position, or someone you do not know well, it is impolite to
address him or her as “you.” Address men with the word HaDritak (literally your
presence), and women with HaDritik, to show respect.




ol B g
UNIT TWO

In this unit you will learn three more consonants, more about the letters 5 and
s » and the symbol that indicates the absence of a short vowel. Two of the three
consonant sounds have no English equivalent. Learn to pronounce them properly
now, and practice to develop the muscles you use to pronounce these sounds. Try
to spend five or ten minutes, three times a day, practicing these sounds with the
tape.

F The three consonants in the first line of the box above represent the next three
letters in the alphabet after & . Justas ., =, and & share the same skeletal shape
and are distinguished by the number and position of the dots, so these three letters
have the same basic shapes, but are distinguished by their dots.

G Ilj iimll

This letter has three different pronunciations that vary according to region in
the Arab world. In the Arabian Peninsula and the Gulf, it is pronounced like j in
jack or dg in bridge. In most of the Levant and North Africa, it is pronounced like the
French j in bonjour (a sound often represented in English by s as in pleasure or
decision). In Cairo, it is pronounced like the hard g in game.

LisTeNiNG ExErcise 1.

Listen to the following words on tape as they are pronounced each way in
turn:

R glas NEN el la




It is important to learn to recognize all three pronunciations of ¢ , but choose
one to use when speaking.

WRITING

= - — d

As the initial and medial shapes of this letter suggest, ¢ is a connector. To
write ¢ alone, start at a point well above the line, make a small hook, then draw a
line straight across, then change direction and swing down well below the line into
the tail. Follow the arrows and imitate the shape that you see:

To write ¢ in initial position, begin with the hook as you did above, then slant
down toward the line into a point just above the line, and then, instead of curving
down into the tail, continue into the connecting segment as shown:

(OPA
~ ‘%

: ®

Now practice writing the word _la:

¢ ol
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When this letter is connected on both sides, it takes the following shape in L
printed text: _—a_asin . a5. However, it is not written this way by hand. To

write this letter in the middle of a word, you must plan ahead, because the connecting
segment lies well above the line, at the highest point of this letter. This means that
you need to end the previous letter above the line. In the following example, the
combination a3 is written by starting and drawing the 5 completely above the line

into the _a_. Copy the word 1a as it is written here: ©
=~ -0
C ez 0GR
. — . .@

In word-final position, ¢ takes the same tail it has independently. Notice
that, to reach the starting point of final  , a connecting segment is drawn from the
line up and then over as the example shows. Copy the word ., as it is written

here:
PO,
C* @

Drim 1.

Dictation.




C IIHaaII

This letter represents a sound that is pronounced deep in the throat. It has no
equivalent in English. First, take a few minutes to become better acquainted with
some of your throat muscles that you use often, but not to speak English. The
following exercises are designed to make you aware of what these muscles can
already do, so that you can use them to speak Arabic. Practice them for a few
minutes every day, as often as you can.

Exercise 1. With your mouth closed, block off your windpipe at your throat.
Put your hand on your throat at the Adam's apple and constrict
the muscles on the inside. You should be able to feel the muscles
contracting. Alternately tighten and relax them for a few minutes.

Exercise 2. Repeat this with your mouth open. Try to breathe out through
your mouth—if you can, you are not closing off the windpipe
entirely.

Exercise 3. Constrict those same muscles so that air can just barely squeeze
through your throat. Imitate someone fogging a pair of glasses to
clean them. By now, you should be aware of what your throat
muscles are doing.

Exercise 4. Bend your head down so that your chin rests on the top of your
chest, and repeat Exercise 3. This position should make it easier
for you to feel what you are doing.

Pronouncing - takes practice, first to pronounce the letter alone, and then to
pronounce it surrounded by other letters in a word. You must learn to pronounce it
properly to be understood, and at first, this will take some concentration on your
part. However, the more you practice now, the sooner you will be able to say it
easily.

LisTENING EXERCISE 2.
Listen to the sound of ¢ in various positions and imitate:

- > L4 -
»

Cl_.u.a 3 gl J(.A CJ_\.:.': e i
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WRITING

= -~ | = | t

Like ¢ - ¢ is a connector. It is written exactly like ¢ » except that it has no dot.
Practice writing initial ¢ in the male name ciia

/s @/ﬂ

Now practice writing and pronouncing medial -a_ in «.a % (below). Remember

to plan ahead and write the preceding letter above the line so that you can begin
from above. Copy: z

Z _0
(o= =

Final . is written with the tail. Copy the word E_& Py,

e O
e

DriLL 2.

Dictation.

1. 4.
2. 5
3. 6
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C Ilkhaall

The sound of this letter is found in many European languages: the Russian x,
the Scottish pronunciation of loch, and German ch as pronounced after a back vowel
as in Bach. Some people use this sound to say yech! To pronounce ¢, say k and pay
attention to where the back of your tongue hits the back of the roof of your mouth
and blocks your windpipe. Instead of closing off the windpipe with the back of your
tongue completely, block it part way, and you will produce this sound.

LisTeENING EXERCISE 3.
Listen to and repeat these words containing C:

R SRS ehs s Jois o

-~

WRITING

- . . .

I - C

¢ is a connector, and its shapes are written exactly as those of ¢ and ¢, except
that it takes one dot above. Practice writing initial ¢ in the word _L& , saying it as
you write: ®

O

=g

Practice writing and pronouncing medial ¢ in e (luck):

Ve

®
Tt SO
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Now practice final + by copying the word G-‘ :
®

. 0
. \_i

DriLL 3.

You will hear twelve words, each containing ¢ .¢.0rg . Write the letter
you hear in each word:

1, 5 — 9 __

2 . 6. 10, —

3 70— 11,

4, 8 - 12,
DriL 4.

Connect the following letters to form words, then listen to the words on tape
and mark in the short vowels where you hear them:

1. = c;+g__.+|+t
2. = ottt
3. ‘ = crtstotr
4. = ot gt e
S. = —tstpto
6. = Sttt o
7. = strtototo
8. = ototptr
-33 -




DriLL 5.

Dictation.

1 4,

2 5.

3 6.
DriLL 6.

Read these words aloud (read across from right to left). Pay special attention
to vowel length and the sounds ¢ and ¢ .

- -

cls AN wlaa
e <bs eola
- olass el
EXS e PaXEE
-]
- “sukuun”

This symbol is a pronunciation marker that indicates the absence of a short
vowel. So far, you have learned to use fatHa, Damma, and kasra over consonants to
indicate the short vowels, and consonants not followed by a vowel have been left
“blank.” In fully vowelled texts, however, all consonants have at least one marking,
even if no vowel occurs, because there is a special symbol to indicate the absence of
a vowel. This symbol is called sukuun (meaning silence).

ListeNiNG Exgrcise 4.
Listen and repeat:

I o - * o - o - [




WRITING

Like the short vowel symbols, the sukuun is rarely used in unvowelled or
partially vowelled texts. When it is written, it appears as a small open circle above a
letter not followed by a vowel. In writing sukuun, make sure to draw a circle and
not a Damma or a dot. Practice writing the sukuun by copying the examples:

/
o 7/ o / /’ 0 O/ 0/

0 -
—_ - . — — — [a Y —_— N
LA.S" ( Jg- C < C_,4_S‘ PP U C AL D

J Ilwaawll

In Unit One, you learned that j represents the long vowel sound "o00." It also
has a second function, related to the first one: when preceded or followed by a long
or short vowel, this letter is pronounced w as in well, or as in the name of the letter:
sls “waaw.” To understand how these two sounds are related, pronounce 0o and
hold it 0ooooooooo then go right into a. You will hear a w sound connecting the two
vowels. At the beginning of a word, 5 will always be pronounced w, because Arabic
words cannot begin with a vowel. Remember: any vowel, short or long, preceding
or following ,turns it into a consonant.

LisTENING EXERcISE 5.
Listen to and repeat the following words containing s as a consonant:

- P
»

ssla SIS <l AXD) =l X

. -

Just as w occurs in diphthongs' in English, so does jin Arabic. However,
Arabic has only one diphthong with 4, which is s~ (s preceded by a fatHa). The
sound of this combination is similar to the sound spelled ow in mow or know (not the
same as ow in crowd). Do not confuse pronunciation and spelling; there are several
different diphthong sounds in English and their spellings overlap.

i . . . . . . .
A diphthong is a combination of vowel and semi-vowel sounds, such as ow in cow, ow in mow,or aw
in saw.

- 35 -

A I




In unvowelled texts, this diphthong is usually not indicated; however, it may
be indicated by a fatHa on the preceding letter or a sukuun on 3 or both. The
following are three different ways of vocalizing the word ¢ 52 (peach):

Cos = Cos = Co>
The sukuun alone can indicate this sound because it can only occur on consonants,

so if you see s, you know that the letter is functioning as a consonant, and that a
vowel precedes it. In such a case, the vowel must be a fatHa .

LisTENING EXERCISE 6.
Listen to the sound of the diphthong 4 in the following words and repeat:

-, - - -

™

S Joo T f s (AXN) S

DriL 7.

Copy the following words, sounding them out as you write. Check your
pronunciation against the tape.

- - -

B ol gloas NP o ol
6 Ilyaa”

The long vowel ¢ also functions as a consonant at the beginning of a word, or
when preceded or followed by a vowel: it is pronounced like y in yes. Say eececece
and go right into a and you will hear yourself say y.

LisTENING EXERCISE 7.
Practice reading the following words containing the consonant s with the

tape:

4 - td . s

&
Csa - csa <l g




When (s is preceded by a fatHa and followed by sukuun, it forms a diphthong
that is pronounced like ay as in say, or, if near emphatic letters, like i in ice. The
sukuun alone may be written on (¢ to indicate this diphthong, or the fatHa may be
used, or both sukuun and fatHa. The following are three different ways of vocalizing
the word <. (house):

”, o [} -
tedd = [ ) = S

The sukuun alone can indicate these diphthongs because it can only occur on
consonants, so if you see —, you know that the letter is functioning as a consonant,
and that a vowel precedes it. In this case, the vowel must be a fatHa .

LisTeNING Exercisk 8.
Listen to the sound of the diphthong .. in these words and repeat:

- . - .

Oy Saas ot ‘)_“IA S

. . . e

Drir 8.

Copy the following words while sounding them out. Then check your
pronunciation against the tape.

Ed o - Ed 2 -
-

e g = e ol

- Y -
4 - -

Dritr 9.

Read these words aloud (across from right to left):

QL.\A‘J Sy QL.:IH g:_‘IH
.
o - f:' ‘.l - ,
(s «._J|J_: P SECTAELN s
)* 2 o - g
(A e S ]
- rd
bl . - 2
hcutt e s <la Rt et
. ° - - - ;3
u_.ll__l._t o > Gaa
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Drir 10.

Connect the following letters to form words. Then listen to the words on tape
and write in all the short vowels that you hear.

1. = ottt
2 ‘ = ctete
3. | = ctste
4. = stotligre
5. = stotstotuste
6. = gtototstote
7. = &+J+C+g74
8. = SHl+otp+i+y
9. = Sttt o
10. = ctetste

Drie 11.

Dictation.
1 4.
2 5.
3 6.
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Drir 12.
Read the following advertisements:

N PEUGEOT |5} | D——L—

a4y xL.A.uJ?‘ M‘ 3..\.1‘)_5").6
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Vipeo

Watch Scenes 3, 4, and 5 on the video tape with your teacher.

MEETING AND GREETING PEOPLE

In Arab culture, it is considered rude not to say good morning, good evening,
or hello to someone you know, even casually, the first time you see them each day.
In addition, when you enter a room, you should greet people already there whether
or not you know them.

In social situations, it is polite to shake hands upon meeting or greeting another
person, especially someone of the same gender. Some people do not shake hands
with members of the opposite sex; this is a matter of personal preference or religious
belief. Close friends of the same gender often greet each other by kissing on both

cheeks.
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Il Basngll
UNIT THREE

~———

In this unit you will learn about the second function of alif and the next
four consonants in the alphabet.

e,

“hamza”

-

In Unit Two you saw that sand 4 sometimes function as consonants. Remember
that they always function as consonants at the beginning of a word. The letter | can
also represent a consonant sound when it occurs at the beginning of a word. The
consonant that it stands for is called hamza; you can see its shape on top of the alif in
the box above. Initial hamza is often, but not always, written on top of the alif that
represents it. Thus, it may appear as | or as | . Remember: initial alif is always a
seat for hamza, never a long vowel.

Hamza is a sound you make in English all the time—every time you say a
word that begins with a vowel, in fact—but you do not recognize it as a consonant
because English has no letter for it.! Say uh-oh several times and pay attention to
the sound you make in between the two syllables. You make the same sound when
you pronounce any word that begins with a vowel, such as our, i, it, I, on, up. Say
these out loud, and pay attention to the “catch” in your throat as you pronounce the
first vowel. This sound is not written out in English, which treats these words as if
they began with a vowel. In Arabic, however, this sound is considered to be a
consonant. Remember: in Arabic, no word or syllable begins with a vowel, short or
long. The consonant hamza must precede all initial vowel sounds.

'In linguistic terminology, this sound is called “glottal stop.”
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Hamza occurs not only at the beginning, but also in the middle or at the end
of a word. Practice hamza by saying uh-oh until you can say it effortlessly, then do
the following listening exercises on tape.

ListeNiNG Exercise 1.
Practice saying hamza by listening to and repeating these words:

-
11 £

ol (&

P £

.

[

Hamza has no place of its own in the alphabet, for historical reasons that
involve Quranic spelling. Tradition holds that the dialect of Mecca which the Prophet
Muhammed spoke did not have this sound, and therefore it was not written when
the Quran was first recorded in script. The symbol for the hamza was developed,
along with the short vowel markings, at a later date. This is why hamza is treated as
a pronunciation marker rather than as part of the alphabet, and why hamza has
several different “spellings,” depending on its position in the word and the vowel
sounds surrounding it. In this unit you will learn the two most common spellings, i
and ¢ .

At the beginning of a word hamza is represented by alif, either | or i. The
alif is considered to be the “seat” of the hamza in this case.

LisTeNING Exercisk 2.
Listen to initial hamza in following words on tape and repeat:

S 1 . £ " £

o f
K ol gl cl <l <l

The words above all begin with hamza followed by the vowel fatHa. In
addition, the other short vowels may appear in this position; that is, i serves as a seat
for Damma and kasra as well. Note that when the initial vowel is kasra, the hamza
is often written underneath the alif, as in: «.L_5] . Remember: while | and j can
carry the kasra, |always indicates a kasra vowel. ’

LisTENING EXERCISE 3.
Listen to initial hamza with vowels Damma and kasra and repeat:

EX °. - LI L . °
<l Jl—}é} C;)Al g:.al_:_nfl el JlA_)j!

In fully vocalized texts, the short vowel will be marked. In unvocalized texts,
you will see only the consonant skeleton. To read an unvocalized word correctly,
you need to know it, or make an educated guess based on knowledge of Arabic
word patterns (this will become clear later on). Learn to associate the pronunciation
of each new vocabulary item with its consonant frame, the same way you associate
certain pronunciations in English with certain spellings (think of neighbor and weigh,
taught and caught). In your native language, you read by word, not by syllable; it is
important to develop this same skill in Arabic.
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WRITING

The actual shape of the hamza, shown above, is a small c-shape that continues
into a line on the bottom. At the beginning of a word, it is always written on alif, or
the alif alone may represent it. When it occurs in the middle of a word, it may be
written on any one of the long vowels like this: i, %, or {5, depending on the
surrounding vowels. You will learn these other spellings of hamza later. When
hamza occurs after a long vowel at the end of a word, it is usually written on the
line, without a seat, in which case it is somewhat larger in size. Following the
arrows, copy and practice the shape of independent hamza:

0)
¢ £

LisTeNiNG Exercise 4.

The names of many letters of the alphabet end in hamza. Listen to and repeat
the names of letters you have learned:

A cla a0 s L

Practice writing final hamza by copying these names, pronouncing them as you
write:

Now practice writing the initial hamza on alif by copying the words ¢ (brother),
e (sister), and LS| (proof):
; s )
_ A . $ 4
) P S B
- & W
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Drii 1.

You will hear twelve words. Write . for each word in which you hear it:

1 S —— 9 —
2, 6, — 10, ———
K N YA 11,

4, 8 — 120

DriLL 2.

Dictation.
1 4,
2 5.
3. 6
J “daal”

This consonant is pronounced like a clear, frontal d in English, as in the word
dentist (not like the d sound in puddle). Pay particular attention to your pronunciation
of medial and final 4, and to the surrounding vowel sounds, which should be
frontal in quality (remember a in bad and e in bet).

ListeNiNG Exercise 5. \
Listen to and repeat the following words containing

° ¢ ‘% - b * -,

Silaal Y| doada d9da dgd4a glay
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WRITING

The letter s is a nonconnector, so it does not connect to any letter that follows
it. To write initial s, begin well above the line, and slant down as shown below.
Just before hitting the line, angle sharply and finish along the line into a tiny hook.
In handwriting, the exact shape and slant of this letter vary slightly according to
individual style; the important components are the acute angle and that the body
remain above the line. Copy, following the arrows:

®
B D)

To write s when it is connected to a previous letter in medial or final position, begin
from the connecting segment, draw the top half of the letter from the line up, then
trace your line back down, make a sharp angle as before, and finish. When connected
from the previous letter, the top half of the angle tends to have a slightly different
shape because of the connecting segment. Copy:

S SO

Now practice by copying the words ¢ Ls.a (chicken) and waua (new):

- 45 -




3 | “dhaal”

In Unit One, you learned to distinguish between the sound th in three,
represented in Arabic by the letter &, and the sound th in the word other. The letter
Jrepresents the other sound (pun intended—remember it this way!).

L1sTENING EXERCISE 6.
Listen and repeat:

2o - - s .
. »

2
dall BIREN il oha <l <ba

WRITING

- - .

3 A 3 3

The letter 3 is a nonconnector, and is written just like 4, except that it takes a
single dot above. Like 4, it does not connect to a following letter, and has only two
forms, initial/independent and medial/final. Practice the initial/independent form
by copying L (flies): s s

Practice writing the medial/final form by copying X2 (take!): ®
2 D
D> N0
/

Now copy and read aloud these words:

2L E . “ .
RN o lia sl gd R
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DgriLL 3.

You will hear twelve words on tape, each containing either i or & . Circle the
sound you hear in each word:

1. & 3 5. & 3 9. & 3

2. & 3 6. & 3 10. & 3

3. & 3 7. & 3 11. & 3

4, & 3 8. * 3 12. = 3
Dritt 4.

Read the following words aloud, paying particular attention to the
pronunciation of & and 3.

1. NN 5. olsh
2 b 6. ol g3
3. oLl 7. &bh
4 obs 8. ila
Dritt 5.
You will hear eight words. For each, write the missing letter in the blank:
1. os—23 5. o—
2 A 6 ——
3. Y — 7. _
4 Ll 8 — A
o | “raa”

This is the name of the Arabic r. It is a flap, like the Spanish or Italian . You
already know how to make this sound: it is the sound American English speakers
make saying gotta as in gotta go. Say gotta several times in a row very quickly and
pay attention to what your tongue is doing. You should feel it flapping against the
roof of your mouth behind your teeth. Now pronounce the sound alone. Another
good exercise is to practice making a whirring sound: rrrrrrrrrrr. Do these exercises
daily until you have mastered this sound.
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LisTeNING EXEeRCISE 7.

Practice saying , by repeating the following words. Notice that , usually
deepens the quality of alif and fatHa so that they sound deep like a in father .

b o - 2

4909 e SR gl 4390 =l

WRITING

- ' - J J

This letter is a nonconnector, and is written almost entirely below the line.
You will see that the exact angle and shape of the , vary somewhat in handwriting
and print styles, but it may be distinguished from s by its wide angle and its long tail
that dips well below the line (remember that . rests on the line). To write initial | ,
begin on the line and curve downwards below it. Imitate the shape in the example:

NO

]L

To write . connected from a previous letter, start from the connecting segment
on the line, then curve down. Copy:

J 7

DriLL 6.
Copy and sound out the following words:

I cos= RS s,k =1 TI> 4=
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-~

J llzaayll

This consonant corresponds to the English sound z in zebra.

LisTeNING Exercise 8.
Read the following words containing the sound } along with the tape:

> - - 4 .’ ’. h’ ‘ ° ’Q
a5 BINES 2953 clad <l T
WRITING
o - ®) 2

The letter ; is a nonconnector, and has the same shape as , , except that i
takes one dot above. Using the same techniques you used for , , practice writing

and reading initial/independent ; by copying: ®
, o)
-
Copy 3 in medial and final position: @
. ()]
</ <z~

Now copy and sound out the following female and male names:

»

‘l—‘.‘:) e’ ‘-r’l—.':: SRS .\l.\:s Q
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g...\-id &:JJl_‘; u\—il:) I ..\_.i:) dl

DriLL 7.

Connect the letters to form words, then listen to them on tape and write in the
short vowels as you hear them:

1. = J+1+3+
2. = stetl+g
3. = at+ 5+ 5
4. = wtetotg
5. = s+t +,
6. = sttt +o
7. = gtl+ o+ 5+]
8. = stytatg
9. = S+ gt a+
10. = stetitr+tw
11. = st l+ g+ a+]
12. = Etotttu
13. = —totl+pto

14. = St ot




DriL 8.

Dictation.
1 6.
2 7.
3. 8
4. 9
5. 10.
DriLL 9.
Read the following words aloud:
JJ:9 u‘}A ..\AIJ J'J
[ ] o - .g }.
JL'—‘;' <9 SIES) 9 9= )
W m s £ ,
> I el o
HJA—Jo - g“_:l"fi _’)’,A, :_:;l_:i'a
JJ[—S s:a—..i:) D oare J'Jl—\ Cla:l
- o - 2 [] . €
daa g C_‘_\—JJ PN Seald
J6 AP ol yal o
o - - o~ 2
S o9 o8 el

DriLt 10.
Read aloud the following advertisements:

1.

23ga Dodge gaga
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CuLTURE <alad!

ViIDEO

Watch Scenes 6 and 7 on video with your teacher.

AL-HAMDU LiLLAAH

Literally Praise be to God, or Thank God, this is one of the most widely used
phrases in Arabic by people of all religious backgrounds. Its most common uses are
(a) in response to How are you? whether or not one is well, because God is to be
thanked at all times, (b) upon finishing a meal, to signal that one has had enough,
and (c) upon successfully completing a task or learning of a positive outcome.

AraBic DiaLecTs

Every language has some differences between its written and spoken forms.
Pronunciation usually varies from region to region, and some vocabulary differs;
occasionally there are differences in grammar as well. For example, I dunno is rarely
written, except for special effect, and I do not know is rarely used in speech. Hoagie,
submarine, sub, wedge, and hero all refer to the same sandwich, and American southerners
often distinguish between singular you and plural y’all. Americans, Britons, and
Australians learn to understand each other’s accents merely by being exposed to
them.

The Arabic language also varies in these ways, although the differences are
sometimes greater than those found among varieties of English. Names for the
different varieties of Arabic include Modern Standard, colloquial, and Classical Arabic.
In this book, the terms “formal” and “spoken” will be used to differentiate between
written and spoken forms of the language. All varieties of Arabic share the same
basic grammar and most vocabulary. The greatest differences lie in the areas of
accent and daily-life vocabulary. For some examples of these differences, listen to a
few expressions from four regions:

Cairo Beirut Fez Baghdad
Good morning! SabaaH ilkheer SabaaH lkheer SbaH Ilkher SbaaH Ikheer
How are you? izzayyak? (m) kiifak? (m) laa baas? shloonak? (m)
What’s your name? ismak ee? (m) shuu ismak? (m) shnu smiitk? sh- ismak? (m)
Milk laban Haliib Hiiib Haliih
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As you can see and hear, the accents are different and some of the expressions
differ, although they are all related to formal Arabic. Notice, for example, the
consistent use of ak or k for your. The more formal Arabic you know, the easier it is
to recognize the dialect forms that are derived from it.

In this book, you will concentrate on learning to read and write modern
formal Arabic. You will also learn to speak in formal Arabic, while being introduced
to common expressions used in daily life in Egypt through the video tape. The
Egyptian dialect is widely understood throughout the Arab world, thanks to the
popularity of Egyptian films and television shows. You will notice some differences
in pronunciation and vocabulary between formal Arabic and the Egyptian dialect;
for example, it was noted above-—and you can hear on the tape—that the letter ¢ is
pronounced g in Egypt. You will learn other differences as they arise.

To be fluent in Arabic, you must have control of both the formal and colloquial
registers. It is quite natural to mix the two, and this is a skill that native speakers
develop over the course of their formal and social education. You will develop this
skill too; after all, you already shift from one level to another naturally in your
native language. The more Arabic you learn, the easier it will become to recognize,
understand and use the different varieties of Arabic.
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UNIT FOUR

In this unit, you will learn the symbol for doubling consonants, and the next
four letters of the alphabet in sequence.

— “shadda”

This symbol, called shadda, is a pronunciation marker whose function is to
double the length of a consonant in pronunciation. Do not associate the shadda
with two identical, consecutive consonants in English, as in the word little; in English,
doubling is merely a spelling convention that may affect the vowel sound, but not
the pronunciation of the consonant itself. In Arabic, doubling changes the
pronunciation of the consonant over which it is written, and affects the meaning of
any word in which it occurs. Like other vocalization marks, shadda is usually
omitted in unvowelled texts, except where ambiguity might arise without it. In
general, the reader is expected to know which words take shadda, and to use context,
if necessary, to guess.

Any consonant may be doubled as long as it does not begin a word. The
difference between a single consonant and a doubled one is one of length: a doubled
consonant is pronounced and held for twice as long as a single one. This is easy to
do with fluid sounds, like &, 3, ¢, Crtror and ;. To double the sounds ., =,
and s , you must begin to say them and pause in the middle of pronouncing them
for a second. Practice this by doing the following exercise.

ListeninG Exercrsk 1.

Listen to the difference in pronunciation between the first and second word in
each pair and repeat:

5 - - v ’ . . w? - I . .. 2 - ‘.
co/ g sla/ols b/l oo/ s s/ aas




Drut 1.
You will hear twelve words. Mark X if you hear a shadda:
1, —— 5 —— 9, —
2. 6. —— 10, ———
C R 70— 11,
4, 8 — 12,
WRITING
W

Shadda is written like a tiny, rounded W on top of the consonant that it

doubles. Practice by copying the examples: " " "

—_ A
A \ >

Now practice writing and reading shadda in these words:

w - w - w w 2 G o -
.

s Shes cla o T

When kasra and shadda occur together on the same consonant, they may be
written in their normal positions, as in (1) below, or the kasra may be written just
below the shadda, above the letter, as in (2):

] v s

o (2) = woss (1)
You will see both variants, so learn to recognize them.
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Be aware that you must listen carefully to distinguish between a long vowel
sound and a shadda in the middle of a word. Practice listening for and pronouncing
this difference in the next exercise.

LisTENING EXERCISE 2.
Compare the following pairs of words, the first of which has a long vowel
and the second a shadda. Listen and repeat out loud several times:

PR

w s ¢ - .. - - P .G - P
gJJ/gJJJ uwd/u";ﬂd cor/gsln S8/ ssla =/ el

DriL 2.

You will hear twelve words, each containing either a shadda or a long vowel.
Indicate which words contain long vowels, and which shadda by writing either the
long vowel you hear or shadda:

1, — 5 9
2, 6. — 10, ——
3, 7 11, —
4, 8 12,

DriLL 3.

Dictation.

1 4,

2 5

3. 6

w llseenll

Seen is the name of the Arabic letter corresponding to English s as in the word
seen. Be careful not to confuse pronunciation and spelling in this case, for s is used
to spell several different sounds in English, such as z as in easy or zh as in treasure .
o is a frontal consonant, which means that you must pay attention to the quality of
the vowels surrounding it. In particular, when alif and fatHa occur before or after
u , they are frontal, as in bad and bet.

-57 -

T

)




LisTeNING EXERCISE 3.
Repeat, paying particular attention to the vowel sounds:

- - bd o - .

WRrITING

(= TR —tld UM

o~ is a connecting letter that is distinguished in print by its three “teeth.” In
handwriting, however, . is usually written without its teeth, as a long straight line.
In either case, it takes a tail when written independently or in final position. Compare
the printed and handwritten forms of the following;:

C b s -
s o o e

You will quickly become accustomed to reading . with its teeth in print.
Learn to write it without them. To write independent . , begin on the line and
draw a very small hook, just enough to indicate the beginning of a letter. Continue
into the long, flat body, then dip below the line into the tail, making sure that it
comes all the way back up to the line in a full semicircle. Copy:

AR s

T\

Initial . is written just like independent . but without the tail. The body of
connected . merges into the connecting segment so that the two are indistinguishable,
so make sure to lengthen the body of the letter. Copy the word .. (reason):

(JJ

e ——

\




When .. is connected from a previous letter in medial or final position, the
connecting segment and the body of the letter are indistin%uishable and there is no
hook on the beginning, so that it looks like this: he body of this toothless
o« must be long enough to distinguishing it from a connecting segment. Remember
when reading handwriting that a long flat line like this: represents ... Copy
this medial handwritten form in the word L (arithmetic):

(—)L e ,-==—‘_.®
. /

Final . is written with its tail, which must come all the way back up to the

line (lest it be mistaken for . ). Copy final L in the colloquial word _u_s (that’s all,
enough):

DriLL 4.

Dictation.

1 4.
2. 5
3. 6
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A
>

gy “sheen”

This letter corresponds to the sound sh in shoe.

LisTeNING EXercisk 4.
Listen to _& in these words and repeat:

» - -

L [ o -
ol Ol a Laty o e~ S
WRITING
& & & &
L)J-l— ¥ . el L}U

The letter i is a connector, and its shapes match those of L. , except that this
letter takes three dots above. In handwriting, & is written without it teeth (like _u)
and the three dots are connected in a caret (just like those of ).

Practice writing independent _ by copying the example:
%) OA

20—

Now practice initial —& by copying (‘.—J—"" (shaykh):




Copy medial and final & in &t s (grass):

s
Now copy and sound out the following names:
Gas e ol Sale Q
uny s ey L O
DriL 5. i
Dictation.
1 4.
2. 5
3 6.
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%) “Saad”

This letter represents the emphatic counterpart of .. Pronounce . aloud,
and note the position of your tongue. It should be toward the front of the mouth
and high, close to the roof. Now, starting at the back of your teeth, move your
tongue back along the roof of your mouth. You will find a bony ridge just behind
the teeth, before the upward curve of the roof. Put your tongue against this ridge.
The rest of your tongue will drop lower inside your mouth. The emphatic or velarized
consonants in Arabic are pronounced by placing the tip of your tongue in this spot
and dropping the rest of the tongue as low as you can. Remember: this and other
emphatic consonants deepen the sound of surrounding vowels, most noticeably alif
and fatHa, which sound like a in father and u in but. Pay attention to the sound of all
vowels near these emphatic letters, because the quality of the vowels gives the
clearest indication of emphatic consonants.

ListeNiNG Exercisk 5.
Listen to these words containing .= and repeat, paying particular attention to
the surrounding vowels:

ua‘,_‘aj_l .L:AA J:,.AA CL:L:A JLLA JLa.a

.

WRITING

ua__.J.A._J.A ua

The letter - is a connector, and it retains the same basic shape in both print
and handwriting. There are two essential points to keep in mind when writing _,» :
(a) the loop must be big and oval-shaped, and (b) there must be a small “tooth” after
the loop. To write independent = , start on the line and make a big loop up and
back to your right, then swing down and close it. Without stopping, make the tooth
and then drop well below the line to make the tail. The tail of = is the same shape
as that of . and must come all the way back up to the line. Copy:

5 0>
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Initial _» is written the same way, without the tail. After making the tooth,
continue on to the connecting segment. Copy CL_.;.A (morning):

Zlf*ﬁ 2

To write _a connected from a previous letter, draw the connecting segment
to the starting point of the loop, the same point at which you started in initial
position, then follow the same steps as above. Copy, following the arrows:

—
Y ;tf@;-@-

Practice by copying the word . sua’ (photography):

e A;&J
-

Final . is connected the same way as medial 4« and ends with a final tail
the same shape as the tail of . . Practice by copying _a sz (person):

E /)os-:\"" = X0
| ) @/@:——




LisTENING EXERCISE 6.

Listen to and repeat the following pairs of words contrasting . and s .
Notice that the emphatic quality of _» deepens the sound of surrounding vowels.
Listening to vowel quality is the easiest way to distinguish between . and _=.

-

DriLL 6.

Read these words aloud with the tape, paying attention to the difference
between uand =:

1L @ Ll ) la 4 @ Liw ) i

2. @ oLk (b)) Lab 5. (@) Lua (b) Lax

3. (a) J__\_uj (b) J___-\-uazl 6. (a) aLu (b) s;::.;a
DriL 7.

Listen to the words on tape and write the letter you hear in the blank. Remember
to listen for vowel quality to help you distinguish between . and = .

2

| D — 5. L— ,u

2. L 6. S—

3. -4 7.

4. o3 8. wola
DriiL 8.

You will hear twelve words; each has either . or = . Write the letter that
corresponds to the sound you hear:

| D 5 9,




DriLt 9.
Dictation.
1 4.
2 5 ‘
3 6.

us | “Daad”

This letter represents the emphatic counterpart of s. To pronounce s , place
your tongue in the same position as you did to say L= and try to say s ; the result
will be » . Remember that s is an emphatic consonant that deepens the quality of
surrounding vowels, especially alif and fatHa.

LisTeNING EXERCISE 7.
Listen to s in these words and repeat:

P s - .
.

L).Al_“tJ - uAA. gT:L..\_a'A JLLb

WRITING

3 - -

OA__LA_I.A ua

o> is a connector, and is written just like _» except that it takes one dot

above. Follow the same steps you did for = . Practice writing the independent
form: Q




Practice initial _z by copying the name of the letter, sl :

®
)
Now practice medial .4 by copying ,_.a’af (green): o
e - 2
5 .

Practice final L& in LA (eggs): ®

LisTENING EXERCISE 8.
Listen to and repeat the following pairs of words contrasting s and s :

Coma /oo e /s A/ wab,/eal,  Jla/Jls

Drit 10.
Mark X for each word in which you hear &

1. 5 — 9. —
P 6. —— 10, —
3. — 7. — 1. —
4, 8 —— 12,
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Drir 11.

Read the following pairs of words aloud with the tape, paying particular
attention to the difference between s and s :

1. @5, (b) =, 5. @ e B o
2. (@) b) ‘) s 6. @ o (b)) Haia
3. (@) o,uas (b)) = hals 7. @ wiym (b)) cinya
4. (a) au (b) i 8. (@ usa (B Luyn

Drire 12.

You will hear twelve words, each containing either s or 5 . Write the letter
that corresponds to the sound you hear:

1. — S5 — 9.
20 — 6. — 10, —
3. — 7. — 11, —
4, 8 — 12,

Dri 13.

Listen to the words on tape and write the letter you hear in the blank:

£

1. oL— 4. ,—1 7. Gy —
2. i,al 5. A 8. S,
3. _.__A—I-S , 6. (5_—‘)_50 9. k)"h..") I_..:}

- o~
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Dri 14.

Connect the letters to form words. Then listen to the words on tape and write
in the short vowels you hear.

1. = sttt e
2. = G+t o+ G
3. = s+ 5+ e+
4. = sttt et
5. = R TP RN
6. = tretotl+atoe
7. = Sttt at i
8. = RS R IR
9. = I R
10. = cHl+totoe
1L = stotstoe
12. = st toetlH 4
13. = I e T
14. = Sttt ottt




DriL 15.

Dictation.

1 6.
2 7.
3. 8
4. 9

5 10.

DriL 16.

Read the following words aloud:

wala, oal ol puad raal

T ol J:\_..:....._*. J;_ufl

e s £l s L) )

ol sia ea clis ERI
clsal Llalas alsa cala
i s ann et
=ik PN ol L

DruL 17.

Read the following advertisements, then create five of your own and share
with the class.

1.@ —
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Draw your advertisements here:

1.

- 71 -




CuLTurRE Lad!

Vibeo

Watch Scene 8 with your teacher.
Forms oF ADDRESS

You have learned to use HaDritak (o5, i 5)and HaDritik (els ,—a ) for
polite you. In addition, various titles are often used to address people politely.
Some of the titles commonly used in Arabic are:

B s3Sa/ 5, 3_15’4 duktuur/ duktuura (Dr.), used to address or refer to medical and
academic professionals (whether or not they have a Ph.D.).

st /83t ustaadh / ustaadha (literally, teacher, professor), used to address
or refer to an educated person, white-collar employee, schoolteacher, etc.

4__3__,... sayyid (Mr.), used in formal situations and correspondence to refer to or
introduce people who have no professional title.

34_3.4... sayyida (Mrs.), and rl.s_l madaam, used to address or refer to older and/or
married women.

< aanisa (Miss), used to address or refer to a young, unmarried woman.
These titles are followed by the person’s first or full name (and not by the last name

alone). When addressing someone directly, these titles are preceded by yaa (L) (no
English equivalent):

yaa duktuur [/ yaa duktuura 39080 L/ LaSu s
yaa ustaadh Amin el 3l b
yaa ustaadha Zeinab oy Bl b
yaa aanisa Samia Lol i L

"Note that these two titles have two common pronunciations: (1) as written above, in formal Arabic,
and (2) ustaaz / ustaaza in spoken Arabic, as you have heard on the video.
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GENDER

In the video scenes, you have heard people address and refer to men and
women differently: a male professor is addressed or referred to as duktuur and a
female as duktuura. In Arabic, all nouns are either masculine or feminine. That
means there is no word for it in Arabic, so you must use he or she depending on
what you are talking about. Start practicing this now by thinking of the nouns you
learn as huwa (he) or hiya (she).

Within the category of people, masculine nouns refer to males. To refer to
females, these masculine nouns take a feminine ending pronounced a. For example,
masculine ustaadh becomes feminine ustaadha. Within the category of inanimate
beings or things, each noun has its own gender, which does not change. Masculine
words usually end in a consonant, and feminine nouns almost always end in the
feminine a. There are a few exceptions whose gender must be memorized, but in
most cases, you can tell by hearing or reading a word what its gender is.

Drirt 18.

Listen to the words on tape. Mark F if you hear the feminine 2 and M for
masculine if you do not:

1.
2.

5
6
I J— 7.
8




it Baav gl
UNIT FIVE

o

In this unit you will learn the feminine ending 3 and the next four consonants
in the alphabet.

“taa marbuuTa”

v &

This symbol is not considered a part of the Arabic alphabet, because its function
is primarily grammatical. It can only occur at the end of a word. This letter is called
taa marbuuTa, meaning the tied - , and it almost always indicates feminine gender
(the rare exceptions to this rule will be noted as they arise). As its name and form
indicate, 3 is related to the letter -, and sometimes it is pronounced as = (you will
learn this rule later). At other times it is not pronounced as < , but the fatHa vowel
that always precedes 3 is always pronounced. In spoken Arabic, a fatHa at the end
of a word will almost always indicate 3 .

ListeniNG Exercisk 1.
Listen to the following on tape and repeat:

5y
- - &

. . .- el %
5 ) gud LY S ——T 4..?\5:) 335 3alhl

Remember: when you hear a noun that ends with a fatHa sound, you can
usually assume that it is feminine, and spelled with a 3.
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DriLL 1.
Mark X for each word you hear that ends in &
1. — 4, 7.
P 5 8 —
i R — 6. —— 9 —
WRITING
< 3

Since 3 only occurs in word-final position, it has only two shapes: one that
follows connecting letters and one that follows nonconnectors. In print, the two dots
appear separately, as you can see, but in handwriting, they are usually drawn together
as a short horizontal bar (just like the dots of = and (). To write 3 after a nonconnecting
letter, start above the line at the top of the letter and draw the loop down to your
right and back up. Copy the example: ®_.

2D I

-«

To write 3 connected to a previous letter, start at the connecting segment,
draw the right side of the loop up into a point, then swing back down to your left to
close the loop. The shape of this loop is usually lopsided and not as round as when
3 is written alone, and individual handwriting styles vary. Copy the example:

O,
a_ S0




Now copy and sound out the following words containing 3 :

» . . ¢ L

- . -

- - - - b e ¢
4-‘.?.‘)[:; 4._‘.;\,:) S Sl vy Luu")d sl

-

L “Taa”

This letter represents the emphatic counterpart of = . To pronounce it, put
the tip of your tongue up against the bony ridge behind your teeth on the roof of
your mouth, the same position used for & , and drop your tongue low in your
mouth. Try to say t holding this position—the result will be L . The difference in
pronunciation between s and o is the same as the difference between L and < .
Remember: L is an emphatic sound that deepens the quality of surrounding vowels.

LisTENING EXERCISE 2.
Listen to these words containing . and repeat:

NI bls A Loy, ol il

- .

WRITING

b L L b

L is a connector, and is written in two separate steps. The loop that forms the
body is written in one motion, connected to the rest of the word, and the vertical line
is written afterwards, much like crossing the t in English. To write L independently,
start on the line and make the loop first. It should be large and oblong, as in the
examples below. The last step in writing L is the downstroke. After forming the

loop, pick up your pen and draw this stroke as you do the alif, from the top down.
It does not need to be exactly at the end of the loop.
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Write independent . , copying the example: ®

\Q @JIQW

To write a word beginning with L, begin exactly as you did above, and
continue on into a connecting segment without stopping. Unlike = and &, L does
not have a tooth between the loop and the connecting segment. Copy the word
"k (doctor): P

®
4 J_JA\& @

When writing L in medial position, start from the connecting segment, continue
along the line, and without lifting the pen, loop backwards and around to the line
again to continue on to the next letter. Do not stop to write the downstroke until
you have finished writing the body of the word. Like dotting the i or crossing the ¢
in English script, this is done at the end, as the example shows. Copy the word

o (line): .

!,\Q

Now copy the following words containing L :

(handwriting) L a (he flies) o (veterinarian) g o ils Cou 'l




Remember that, since L is an emphatic letter, it affects the quality of
surrounding vowels, so that alif and fatHa sound like a in father and u in but.

LisTeNnING EXERcISE 3.
Listen to the following pairs of words contrasting < and L :

L:A/‘,.’ LI / o.'f f~g:)/:.—’3:) a/:‘/u*z& L-:_’Lk/g:—'l:’

DriL 2.

Listen to the pairs of words on tape. Circle the letter of the word in each pair
that contains L :

1. a b 6. a b
2. a b 7. a b
3. a b 8 a b
4. a b 9. a b
5. a b 10. a b
DriL 3.
Mark X for each word in which you hear L :
1. — 6. —
R 7. —
3 — 8 ——
4. 9. —
5 —— 10, —

DriLL 4.

Read the following pairs of words with the tape, paying special attention to
<« and L and the quality of the surrounding vowels:

1L @ LS (b)) Uy 5 @ o, (b)) Ly
2. @ o5, () k) 6. (@ 7,uf () oL
3. (@ wissy (b)) bisk 7. @ L4 ) 0L

» - »

4. @ =5 (b) L 8. (@ o (b) sk |




Dritr 5.

Listen to the words on tape and write the letter you hear in the blank:

1. e 4. _ A 7. e e
2. L, 5. % g 8. l—_u
3. AN 6. g 9. —.al
DgriLL 6.

Dictation.

1 4.

2 5.

3. 6

1 “DHaa”

This letter represents the emphatic counterpart of 3. Place your tongue in the
same position as you did for L, and try to say 3. The tip of your tongue should be
between your teeth, but the rest of your tongue should remain in the same position
as for L, low in the mouth. Remember: L is an emphatic sound that deepens the
quality of surrounding vowels.

LisTeNING EXercisk 4.

Listen to the words on tape and repeat, paying attention to the vowel quality
around & :

b w s »

ek s Tl s b s
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WrRITING

L e s L

L is a connector, and is written like L in all positions, with the addition of
one dot above the body of the letter. Follow the arrows to write independent i :

S

When writing initial and medial L , do not stop to "cross" and dot L until you have
finished writing the skeleton of the word. Copy the name of the Arab Emirate, 5.

= , as shown: / /

. 5
—@r@‘—

——

Copy and sound out the following words containing L :
(Tuck) s (ice cream) Lta s (gazelle) sk

LisTENING EXERCcISE 5.
Listen to the contrast between jand L in the following pairs of words:

AL/ a5 JL /s Shia / Jia ok /L83 s/ Jls
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DriL 7.

Listen to the pairs of words on tape. For each pair, circle the letter of the
word that contains L :

1. a b 6. a b
2. a b 7. a b
3. a b 8 a b
4. a b 9. a b
5. a b 10. a b

LisTeNING EXERCISE 6.

Recognition of &, , &, and L. Listen to the following words on tape to
review these sounds:

L (@) b b) Lo (© o3 (d) et
2. () sk (0) ds © Jis @ oo
3. () Ly b) e © % @ &5

Drir 8.

You will hear ten words. For each, circle the sound you hear:

1. L oS 9 & 6. L os &
2 L s 3 & 7. L a5 :
3. L s & 8. L _» 3 .
4 L us 3 & 9. & Uas 4 >
5 s s A & 10. & os 4 >

DriL 9.
Read the following aloud with the tape, paying attentionto & , 3, and L :

1. (@ =l b) ol © Lok
2. @ b)  (siss @ B
3. (@) oAl (b)  sisd ©  shas
4. @ A (b) i © A




a

'P
Drir 10.

Listen to the words on tape and write the letter you hear in the blank:

L o 5. b, 9. hi__
y R 6. 10, 35— 2a
3. — 7. el 1. &
N 8. bl 120 S5l

Drmr 11.

Dictation.

1 5.
2 6
3. 7
4. 8

Driit 12.

Read the following pairs of nouns aloud:

w 3 ) - -
JJJ Jl..\ Gb._a GLA CJ‘JJJ—I.b bJJJ—Lb
° ¢ ° e b L. #
":“JLA ZJ‘A u"}é‘ g_J‘}A latuad 33wl

. 2 - - - I £ -

s Bsa olboalb Lok elokl ol

2 o » - o £ . .‘6 S P R O
JH—L )_)_ja b..L.JL.u.nI ..\'_I_A.ul QIJL:t_A.u le_.t_u.‘
- “d~, . 2 o. - . » . o - .

- o - w 2

What can you guess about the relationship between each pair of nouns?
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& 1" Caynll

We now come to one of the most distinctive sounds in Arabic: ¢ . When
pronounced correctly, ¢ has its own unique beauty and can be a very expressive
sound. The degree to which ¢ is emphasized differs slightly from one dialect area to
another; in the Gulf and some areas of North Africa, it is pronounced with a greater
constricting of the muscles and has a more powerful sound. It is not difficult to
pronounce, but you need to exercise your throat muscles, the same ones that you use
to pronounce ¢ . You should still be doing the exercises you learned above for ¢ , in
which you constrict your throat muscles as if you were blocking off the air passage
from the inside. You can feel this by putting your hand on your throat. Say ¢, and
feel the muscles contract. Now pronounce the same sound and voice it, that is,
instead of a breathy sound, make a deep, throaty sound. Keep your hand on your
throat so that you can feel your muscles contracting. Also, if you bend your head
down so that your chin rests on your chest, you will be able to feel and hear what
you are doing more easily.

LisTeNING EXERcIsEe 7.
Listen to ¢ in the following words and repeat several times:

-, o - - o -

g e Lol 35 sle e g_.J_c

It is helpful to put your hand to your throat or bend your head down and put
your chin on your chest so that you can feel the muscles contract every time you say
¢ for a while, until you can say it easily. ¢ is a very important sound in Arabic, and
you must learn to say it properly in order to be understood. The more you practice
now, the sooner ¢ will become natural for you.

WRITING

| =] = | ¢

¢ is a connecting letter whose shape varies somewhat depending on its position.
In independent and initial positions, the common element is a c-shape that rests on
the line. As an independent letter, it takes a tail, when connected to a following
letter, it leads into a connecting segment as shown. Practice writing and pronouncing
independent ¢ as shown:
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Copy the word ¢ ,L.s (street):

Practice connecting ¢ to a following letter by copying i< L. (clock):

| | acl . &

When _a. is connected from a previous letter in medial and final positions, the
body of the letter becomes a closed loop. Rather than a c shape, the left side of the
body comes to a point, and the right side is curved. In some typefaces, the body
appears to be filled in, but the proper handwritten form is open as the example
shows. Practice writing the shape of medial . as shown:

_L.(Q,Q_

Now copy aa (far):




In final position, o reassumes its tail. Practice by copying C" Sl (four):

;%

g

LisTeNING Exercisk 8.

Listen to the following pairs of words and repeat, paying attention to the
pronunciation of ¢ and ¢ . Remember that . is a sound you produce naturally,
without effort. Say uh-oh before pronouncing ¢ , and put your hand on your throat
when pronouncing ¢ .

g - s, £ .- .z - ) £ v Gy r 2 N P g
e/ ki sme /[ al e [ ol s/ G ey /ol

Drir 13.

Read the following words aloud with the tape, paying special attention to the
difference between ¢ and : :

L @ el ) odle 6. @ a3 (b) juie
2. @ 35 ) e 7. @ GhE ) Sas
3. @S (b [ 8. @ () jla
4. @ 4, ® & 9. @ fis (b) fia
5, @aoils (D) ccls 10, @oisal () wlsad

Drir 14.

Circle the sound you hear:

1 t £ 4. [ 7 €
2 & ] 5 ¢ 8 €
3 t ¢ 6. & & 9 ¢




DriLL 15.

Listen to the words on tape and write the letter you hear in the blank:

S 4, a 7. —iia
2. J_i) 5 gJJ_ 8 LfJ—"j
3. ,la 6. =ly— 2 9. ,u— S

-

DriLL 16.

Dictation.

1. 5.
2. 6
3 7
4. 8

Copy and sound out the following names:

- o - [ - - 2
o—tac CJ'—LL_L JLed LR e Slew Q




L]

t Ilghaynll

This letter is pronounced like a voiced . Think of the correspondence between
the sounds k (kite) and g (game): k is unvoiced and g is voiced. Pronounce k and g
several times, paying attention to how your voice changes when you say g. Now say
¢ several times, then voice it. Alternatively, you may think of § as similar to the
sound you make when gargling. Gargle for a minute and pay attention to the
muscles that you use.  is pronounced using these same muscles in similar fashion.

LisTeNING EXErcISE 9.

Listen to ¢ in these words and repeat:

4+ - . . -
-

AN o o tie Slasisy e

WRITING

~ - . .

& —* - ¢

¢ is a connector, and has the same shapes as ¢ , except that it takes a single
dot above. First, practice independent § as shown, pronouncing it aloud as you
P P ¢ P g y
write: . @. ©
=
C

C

N

Now write } L (piaster, Egyptian coin roughly equivalent to a penny):

é,/Lp
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Initial 2 connects to a following letter as shown. Practice writing and

pronouncing the word "¢ (stupid). Do not stop to dot until you have finished
writing the entire word: ~

Medial s is written just like medial »_. Copy and pronounce sl.s :

Final & assumes the long tail. Practice by copying and saying c_._*. (tobacco):

/7
D —

0)
S

ListeninG Exercise 10.

Compare the following pairs of words on tape, paying particular attention to
the difference between § and ¢ :

I | -

PR “w A . ¢ - 2 ” - ” . .

- - . - -




DriL 17.

You will hear nine words. Circle the letter corresponding to the sound you
hear:

1. & ¢ 4 & ¢ 7. &
2. & % 5 & & 8. ¢
3. & ¢ 6. & ¢ 9.

Drir 18.

Read the following pairs of words aloud with the tape, paying close attention
tog and ¢ :

» -
-

L @ coyas (b)) wsis 6. (@) isa, (b) s4e,
2. @ yaus (b)) asd 7. @ 55 (b)) 52
3. @ goua ) i 8. (@ L5 (b L5
4. @ =aL () <SG 9. (@ LIZ ) LIG
5 @ 1ol (b)) Loz 10. (@) ,oa3 (b) ,oal

Drirr 19.

Listen to the words on tape and write the letter you hear in the blank:

- s

I o Ca 4 & 7. Ly —u

2. & 5. idale__ 8. a3

3. 33— 6. in— Lk 9, bo___a

DriLL 20.

Read the following words aloud:

A =Ll Liliae #1 yn 3,k Sguac
ST VAT R b el

349 Lo Bosdih ol e Cora e
AT INSIN I el ey wllalal lak
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DriLL 21.
Connect the letters to form words and sound them out.

1. = 3t + I+ 5+ e
2 . .

2. = Hl+ et E e
3. = stgteto
4, = ' 3+s+uet i+ b
*

6. = stataot+ ,+ kb
7. = vatl+ ety +)
8. = P R
9. = st l+ L+ b+
10. = |+6+I+L+L,i.
11. = sttt s+oa
12, = ctotE ot gut !
: . .

13. = ettt




DriLL 22.

You will hear ten words. Circle the word you hear in each row:

.

1 oot
2 o s
3 sl
4 g 13
5 eia
6 Gun
7 £
8 Sda
-
10. s

DriLL 23.

Dictation.

v s

e

é -

oH e

.o,

<o

P

309

o ~

—o

.

ST




Read and learn these words:

wide, spacious L/ paly lesson o
small 3/ shia Arab (person), Arabic 1/ u_.‘,_c
hard, difficult 1/ laia new 3/ suda
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DriLL 24.
Read each of the following phrases aloud, then write its meaning in the blank.

1. an Arab teacher (professor) ‘:,JJ_: 3l
2, Uoye 33l
3 tia Gy
4 JETION g L&
5 Bagal 3,00
6 B ymia 3, U
7 doda gyl
8 S G g5 g
9 s 3]
10. Span ey
11. el s
12. s S
13. el s g L
14. 3,aien Lol
15. dada puod
16. Baada 3ila
17. (e S
18. 8aada Lol
-93 -




CULTURE <ladd/

VIDEO

Watch Scenes 9, 10, and 11 with your teacher.

TAxING LeavE

Just as greeting people when you first see them is essential to courteous
behavior, taking leave is also expected. Whether sitting at a meal or just standing
around chatting, you must excuse yourself before leaving. People usually say:

‘aniznak / ‘aniznik' il e / elB3) oo
which means with your permission, and the usual response is:
itfaDDal / itfaDDali  Ladsl / foaks

which means please, go ahead. You have also heard itfaDDal/i used to mean please,
come in / sit down, and it can also mean please, help yourself (for example, to food).

'"Remember that in Egypt, iis often pronounced z.
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Gl | B g
UNIT SIX

G“
G

In this unit you will learn four new consonants and two new seats for hamza.

9 “faa”

This letter is pronounced like English f as in feather.

ListeNniNG Exercise 1.
Listen and repeat:

» -, - s 0 - - v -
.

WRITING

i is a connecting letter with a relatively stable shape. Its independent and
final forms have a tail that is unusual in that it remains on the line rather than
dipping below. To write independent i, begin above the line and draw a small flat
loop around to your left, up, and down around. Keep the loop of i small and just

above the line, resting on a short “neck.” Continue along the line into a small hook
to finish the tail as shown in the example below.
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Practice writing independent i :

To write s in initial position, begin the same way and finish with a connecting
segment into the next letter. Copy the name s, ,.4:

1 ®
XSy
)_-)J_.O :;

The loop of medial & is small and oval (for example, it is much smaller than
that of k., and has a different shape). Start from the connecting segment and loop

up to your left and back around to the line and into the connecting segment, as the
example shows: ®

__g‘___&@_

Now write ;.4 .. (gmbassador):

et

Final _i. combines the shape of the medial position with the tail of the
independent i . Copy wia(class): ” p ®

C 0D €80
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Copy and sound out the following names:

.Ln_ﬁ_m ;L_L:.a ;L_i:, 34—.3\)3! Ct)‘_.i

Slee

R

DriLL 1.

Dictation.

(3 llqaafll

This letter represents a new sound, the emphatic counterpart to k. Like the
other emphatic sounds, it is pronounced with the tongue low in the mouth. It differs
from them in that it is pronounced farther back in the throat, at the very back of the
tongue. Take a minute to become more familiar with your throat muscles. Open
your mouth and say aah, as if you were at the doctor's. Your tongue should be flat in
your mouth. Without raising your tongue, pull it back so that the base of your
tongue closes off air by pulling back against the throat. At this point, you should not
be able to breathe through your mouth, although it is wide open. Practice doing this
first without making a sound. After performing this exercise several times, make a
sound by releasing the air forcefully. The result will be the sound 3 .
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LisTeNING EXERCISE 2.
Listen to 3 in the following words and repeat:

3l 3538 Soid Wi —_g <
Drir 2.
Mark X for each word in which you hear 3 :
| D 4, 7.
2 5 8.
3 — 6 — 9.
WRITING
5 & 5 3

G is a connector, and its shape is similar to that of _s in all positions, except
that 3 takes two dots above and a deep tail that drops well below the line like that of
ov and s . The two dots above 3 are usually run together in handwriting (like
those of ). To write independent 3 , make the same loop you made for s, then

P I Py

drop below the line to draw the tail and make sure to bring the tail all the way
back up to the line. Copy the example:

¢ Q f/@
0

L./V

Initial 3 is written just like initial s , but with two dots run together. Copy
the example: )

) oG
-
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B

Practice by writing ., (near). Do not stop to dot until you have finished
writing the word:

/
C sy O
. "“J

Medial i has the same shape and size as medial & , and is connected in the

.
“e -

same way. Practice by writing 4334 (minute):
’

Q—Q‘ALQ N

Unlike final &, final 3- takes a tail that drops well below the line, just like
that of . . Make sure to bring it all the way back up to the line: ®
—

Practice final 3 by writing 3 s ,— (plum):

DriLL 3.

Dictation.

1 4.
2. 5
3 6
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| “kaat”

This letter corresponds to English k as in likewise.'

LisTeNING ExErcise 3.
Listen to < in the following words and repeat:

WRITING

el < < <

¢l is a connecting letter that has two distinct shapes, one in independent and
final positions, and one in initial and medial positions. To write independent & ,
start above the line at the top of the letter, draw straight down to the line, then curve
and follow the line. Make a tiny hook at the end, then pick up your pen and draw a
little hamza-like figure inside the angle. The shape of this mark, which may have
originated as a miniature .<, may vary slightly in different scripts. Copy the example:

© l®
(4
c‘,) ((} /)

When _< is connected to a following letter, it has a cross bar on the top;
however, this is written last, like the vertical bar of I and L . To write initial <,
start as you do the independent form, drawing down to the line, then make a right
angle and draw along it into a connecting segment. Note that the body of initial < is
not exactly perpendicular to the line on the paper—it may be slightly slanted or
even curved, depending on individual style. After you finish writing the skeleton of
the word, go back and "cross" the < as shown (it does not matter if the bar is not

! Note that Arabic <l is never aspirated, that is, it has no “breathy” sound like that of kin kite.
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exactly lined up, but keep it as close as possible). Copy initial <, following (t)he
Z

arrows.: /
B

Now practice writing initial < in , < (big):

Medial < is written like initial <, except that you must start from a connecting
segment on the line and draw up, then trace the same line back down. (Again, the
body does not have to be exactly perpendicular to the line, and its exact angle may
vary somewhat.) Wait until you finish writing the word to draw the cross bar.

Copy: / ‘/@
| B Jeo

Practice writing medial < in 3 ,< s (idea):

In certain artistic scripts and fonts, < takes a slightly different shape. Find <
in each of these words:

dujnitwl 8, ja05wl  diygisul guss  hi%ky |gES)

Be prepared to recognize < when written this way.
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“ A

Final <L is similar in shape to independent < except that it is connected to the
previous letter. Start from the connecting segment, draw a line up, roughly
perpendicular to the line, then trace it back down, and give it a flat tail along the line
(the same tail you draw for .3). When you have finished writing, give it the little
hamza-like mark as in the example:

® =
Lj., C—{sAE‘;® j,

Practice final <L by writing ¢Li& (check):

¢ represents a familiar sound that takes no extra effort on your part. Take | |
care to distinguish between it and 3, which is pronounced deep in the throat and
which you must practice. Remember: 3 is an emphatic letter that deepens the
quality of surrounding vowels, whereas vowels surrounding < are frontal. :

LisTteNING ExErcIsE 4.
Listen to the difference between <l and 3 in the following pairs of words and
repeat:

w -

e/ 3la ,SL/pEl sl pusls elSL/3a,  puaS/ el

DriLL 4.
You will hear twelve words. Circle the sound you hear in each:

1. 3 d 5. 3 4 9. & g
2 3 < 6 G ¢ 10. G o
3. 3 ¢ 7. 3 < 11. 3 <
4 3 < 8 3 < 12. 3 <




DriLL 5.

Read these words aloud with the tape, paying special attention to & and 3
and the quality of the surrounding vowels:

1. (@ R () B 6. @ < () i
2. @) ody<a ) Gsia 7. @ Wia () Gia
3. (a) 35S (b)) B 8 (@) .Sl () olassl
4. @) La< () 4G 9. (@ die (B Gl
5. <X () s 10. @ Lis,S (b))  Lhy,s

DriLL 6.
Write the letter that you hear in each blank:

T ey 4 . 7.
2 L_LL_.! 5 _IJ.AjA:LA.u| 8 3)— -9
3. J4———ma P 9 e i

DriLL 7.

Dictation.

1. 5.
2 6.
3. 7
4. 8

Read and copy these names:

e . ‘. - R - . . - *dr..’
GLQJ JJ)—:}—Q 4_&_:_5_4.:4 JjJ_S 4—‘—!).:.1 LL_QJ Q
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J “laam”’

This letter represents the sound of the Spanish or French ], that is, a frontal !
in which the front part of the tongue is against the back of the teeth, and the tongue
is high in the mouth. Americans tend to pronounce I with the tongue farther back
and lower down in the mouth, resulting in a more emphatic sound than Arabic J .
Say the word terrible aloud, and pay attention to the position of your tongue when
you say ble. It is similar to the position your tongue holds when you say = , 4,
and L. To pronounce Arabic J , hold the tip of your tongue against the back of your
teeth at the roof of your mouth and keep your tongue as high and frontal as you can.
Practice this position while imitating the words you hear on tape.

LisTeNING EXERCISE 5.

Listen to and repeat the following words containing the sound J , paying
particular attention to the frontal quality of the surrounding vowels:

-

l ele e Jsth e oulh L

As you may have noticed listening to the words cJ_L and Lia in the above
exercise, J can take on an emphatic quality when it occurs near emphatic consonants.
To pronounce emphatic J , keep the front part of your tongue pressed against the
back of your teeth, and drop the rest of your tongue low in your mouth. Repeat
Listening Exercise 5, paying attention to the pronunciation of J in its different
environments. Only one word in Arabic has a J emphatic in quality without outside
influence, and that is the word for God, Allaah. (In some cases, this word is pronounced
with a regular J —you will learn this rule later.) Listening Exercise 6 introduces you
to some common expressions that include the word Allaah.
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Li1sTENING EXERCISE 6.
Listen to these expressions containing the word Allaah:

(expresses admiration or delight) Allaah! tal
Gop WILLING in shaa’Allaah IR ol
(used when praising or admiring) maa shaa’Allaah taldl sl Lo
THERE 1s No GoD BUT GOD laa ilaaha illa Allaah 1 Y1 ] ¥

(said upon hearing bad news)

May GODHAVE MERCY ON HIM Allaah yirHamuh Lala s alll
(=May he rest in peace) ’

IN THE NAME OF GOD bismillaah g r..u_a
(said upon beginning something) ’

WRITING

J- L . J

J is a connecting letter. The shapes of J are similar to those of «J except that
J has no cross bar and has a narrower and deeper tail that dips below the line in its
independent and final positions. Note how similar the shapes of medial L (alif) and
-L appear: the only difference is that L connects, while alif does not.

To write independent J, start at the top and draw straight down, continuing
below the line into the tail, which should be approximately the same shape as the
tail of . , but a little narrower. The tail must come all the way back up above the
line. Copy:

|

I
= ()

Initial | is begun the same way, down to the line. Rather than drawing the tail,
continue into the connecting segment along the line: ©
N )
—
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Practice writing initial J in Loy

To write medial L, start from the connecting segment, draw up and then trace back
down to the line into the next connecting segment as shown:

1 o

Practice L by copying +L", (country):

Follow the same procedure to write final |, but finish with the tail:

Practice by writing J 5L (long):
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Y “laam alif”

The distinct shape of the combination of I+ (laam followed by alif) is not
part of the Arabic alphabet, but must be used to join these letters wherever they
occur in this order in the same word. This shape varies slightly in print and handwriting
styles. The form you see in the box above is the one you will see in print. Some
people write it this way by hand as well, in one stroke (your teacher can show you
how). In most handwriting styles, the laam and alif retain the angles you see above,
but the two letters are written in two separate strokes. To produce ¥ in this handwritten
form, start as you would connected _J , but instead of drawing the body straight
down, draw it slanting down to the left. When you reach the line, pick up your pen
and make a slanted alif stroke into the corner of I as the example shows. Write the

word ¥, which means no: ® ,0

V Y

Remember that the alif does not connect to a following letter, therefore, ¥
does not connect to anything following it. Copy and pronounce the word ¥ ]

(children): %
RN
-

Read aloud and copy the following names:

Ul asla J¥a Ladla iz Ldls Q
A ok da e e G O
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DriLL 8.

Dictation.

1 6.
2. 7
3 8
4. 9
5. 10.

DrirL 9.

You will hear ten words. Circle the word you hear in each row:

2 N gy U] Jai
3 Jile Jlie Jsi Jie
4 8, <G < Fi
6 J<5 o B Py e l)
7 N ks NERVN 3
8 oA 255 BERLE i
9 s> X sia SN

t
.
T
T

DriL  10.
Read the following advertisements. You will see a variation of s : &, which
is sometimes used to indicate a v sound (Arabic has no letter for this sound).
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L L 4 > o

VAR, AEIR ... SuslFis

’




s

005 Gl g L) ol VY

Suacll WYMol - s ST rpasR %
‘ - . V .' a — E L]
Lelosdat yshes B S5 S BBl e ses




c “hamza”

Thus far, you have seen hamza written on top of alif, 7, at the beginning of a
word, and below alif, | , when the initial vowel is kasra. You have also seen hamza
written with no seat, - , when it occurs at the end of a word after a long vowel.
When hamza occurs in the middle of a word, it may be written on top of alif or rest
on the line, as in the box above, or it may be written on one of the other long vowels:
5 or s, depending on the surrounding long and short vowels. You will now learn
the sand (s seats for the hamza.

25 ”¢LJ L’—J-U‘)’S”

When hamza in the middle of a word is preceded or followed by a kasra or
long vowel ¢, it is written on a (¢ seat (+L  ~w ,<). Notice that when s serves as a
seat for hamza, it takes no dots. )

LisTeNING ExErcisk 7.
Listen to the following words containing 4 and repeat. Pay attention to the

seat of the hamza and the vowels surrounding it:

£

Lsolsk s, TR Jals AR Lahle 55l

Practice writing and reading_% by copying and sounding out these words:

s Ll Jals ol alk Jha el

- -, - -
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4 ,l
I J'J g‘""‘)s’

When hamza occurs in a word either preceded or followed by a Damma or
long vowel 4 , it is written on a 4 seat ( g/ g o _,_'_S) as long as there is no kasra J
(remember that, when preceded or followed by a kasra, hamza must be written as ‘
above, on. ).

LisTENING Exercise 8.
Listen to the following words containing 4 and repeat. Notice the seat of
hamza and the vowels surrounding it:

o £ s 2 . b 2 >
- -

P - b ] -

P . ] o
s el el elylale Jolas

In other cases, that is, when medial hamza has only fatHa, alif, and/or sukuun,
it is written on alif, as you learned earlier. The rules for writing hamza are rather
complicated, so for now concentrate on recognizing these five seats of hamza when
you see them. The best way to learn to write hamza correctly is to learn the spelling
of words containing hamza one by one.

- 112 -




Drir 11.

You will hear one word of the three in each row. Circle the one you hear:

1 BIN) o5 >ed
2 ¢ ¢ ¢33
3 i S )
4 350 )5 CER ]
5 e o ye 3o
6 sl sl e
7 Jilas Jelas Jelas
8 Ja Jiw Jad
9 ol ks clua
10 Sl St Seld
11. g e 23
12. ol oS o

Drir 12.

Fill in the long and short vowels and any shaddas that you hear:

1. B—d 9. NP S——
2. VPR 10. - —a <
3. J—ey—5 11. SR . |
4. v— e — b 12, —_— )— y)—
5. oy — 13. —_ ) — O
6. U PR WPN 14. A p—.
7. s <__ 15. - — 5
8. f— s — 16. o— - _n
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DriLL 13.

Fill in the consonant that you hear in each of the following :

1. s 8. S ——
2. i, 9. G ——
3 AN 10. I
4 PR 11. N
5. ool 12. S S

DriL 14.
Read these phrases aloud:

w W w 2 - .a r. .or
rd w -~ [- L4 -
Lisaa =l Al Ligddas, ad olua
!..:r ;] : ” ‘~/ s . “ 9 - .
dJl&Jt_?lJ_n Lj.}-‘l,)-'?ol—‘*,) 4..4.:.;4.1.:“5_9
- - - . 5 £ » . - o ¢
4—’—3_)—&04—!—‘&.‘}' L".::\_AJac)Lc 4.:|SJ4J:uaI
o ’, e . - Lo
bJLuAJ:L.CJL:\_’AI OJ_).LA_G‘{__IISA 'Hdk.ul:iy

Ciaye ol li €S5S Llle ,SI135

0o -

TR (PR TEN U ] A Josh Juad ekl gl




DriLL 15.

Connect the letters to form words, then listen to them on tape and write in the
short vowels you hear:

1. = J+s+l+ e+
2. = g+J+J+J+Ja
3. = srdt gt by
4. = o+l e+
5. = ottt I+,
6. = Jro+l+e+g
7. = at+l+ 4+
8. = I+ s+ G+t +d+]
9. = s+t +rdtt
10. = S+ s+ e
11. = stotd+l+ b+

DriLL 16.

Dictation.

1 6.
2 7.
3 8.
4. 9
5 10.
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DriLL 17.

Read and learn these nouns:




||
|

Jl s
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Now read and learn the following adjectives:

%

N\

J_\.I_AA

7\

AN PPN

< ~
e

W/
J.J_ﬁS

AN

DriLL 18.
How many phrases can you form with the words you know? Write them out.
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CuLTURE <aladd/

ViIDEO

Watch Scenes 12 and 13 with your teacher.

CoOFFEE

Coffee and tea are the most popular social drinks in the Arab world. They are
served to visitors at home and in the workplace, and men gather to drink them in
coffeehouses. The choice between coffee and tea is partly a matter of local custom
and supply, and partly a matter of personal taste. In much of North Africa, tea is
more common, and is often made with loose green tea and mint, and drunk very
sweet. In restaurants, coffee is usually served European style.

In Egypt and the Levant, Arabic coffee (also called Turkish coffee) is a strong
drink made from very finely ground, dark beans, boiled in a little pot, and often
served in demitasse cups or glasses. In Egypt, unless you request otherwise, coffee
will be served to you maZbuuT, which means just right, referring to the amount of
sugar (about one teaspoon per small cup). Tea is also popular, and served sweet.

In the Arabian Peninsula, another kind of Arabic coffee is served. The coffee
beans are roasted in a different manner, and the coffee itself is almost clear in color
and has a unique flavor. It is served in tiny cups without handles, and the cup is
refilled by the host until the guest signals that he or she has had enough by tilting it
from side to side several times.

Coffeehouses are popular meeting places, although by custom, they are
frequented more by men than women in most Arab countries (women tend to socialize
in their houses for privacy). In addition to coffee, tea, and other hot drinks, games
such as chess and backgammon are available.
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UNIT SEVEN

In this unit, you will learn the last three letters of the alphabet and the symbol
madda.

f Ilmiimll

This letter corresponds to English m as in may.

ListeNninG Exercise 1.
Listen and repeat:

o - °

pILS oy Lasla J ek Jie

WRITING

- = = | ¢

¢ is a connecting letter whose basic shape is easily identifiable: a small round
loop. You can see from the words above that the printed forms do not vary much;
however, the way the loop is drawn and connected to other letters varies in
handwriting. It is important that you practice the direction of the loop in each
position until you can write it easily, without having to stop and check.




To write independent g, begin on the line and draw a small round loop over
and around to the right, continue along the line a short distance, then make a corner
and draw the tail straight down well below the line. Copy:

° X))

| T

Practice by copying the word o s 1 (today):

There are two common styles of writing initial . . It may be looped up and
over, just like independent a, or looped from underneath, in the opposite direction.

Once you have closed the loop, continue on into a connecting segment. Copy and
practice both examples, then choose one form to use:

=5 O

Now write the Arabic name for Egypt, juas:

When writing initial — followed by r , ¢ , or  , remember to draw the loop
well above the line so that you can continue directly into the next letter. Copy the

name saas: /
A= <
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Medial _.. should always loop down from the connecting segment, which
rests slightly above the line as the example shows:

Copy and sound out these words:
e

w 7 ¥4 /= s/
._o\.aaﬂ oW 29‘.2
‘ [ SRV

(‘\

In some typefaces and handwriting styles, —. may be joined to initial letters
—,,5,5,and — as shown: € fr g and £ Copy the examples, making sure

to loop the » down:

—

I G e e SRR S e

Read aloud and copy:

q-\z/ ( J=t J< Ske




When & follows an unconnected J , it is usually written in the corner formed
when _| meets the line as shown. Copy the example: )
|
_L %9

Be on the lookout for this L combination in print. Copy and sound out:

o ] ol el all) Wy

-
’

In handwriting, final ». must be looped down from the top. Starting from the
connecting segment, continue into the loop, then circle down and around to the
right, making a full loop, then continue into the tail. Follow the arrows and practice:

o o= 0]
| I

Read and copy:
P =L =S =2 e
DriL 1.

Dictation.

1. 5.

2 6.

3 7

4. 8
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Copy and read aloud the following names:

- . - - . 3

1.«\:3)_; e u_:gn_‘; [ RSN ZJA.LA d._’al Q
rl.m.:c u...iJJ_a..:a ..sl_.n_f JJ—A—L’A N )jALuu o}
Oy “nuun”

This letter represents the sound #n as in noon.

ListeNING EXERrcisk 2. i
Listen and repeat:

w - s
-

- -

WRITING

~ b . -

o —- - o

( is a connecting letter whose shape resembles that of _ in initial and medial
positions, except for the placement of the dot. It differs from _ in that the independent
and final forms of ;, take a characteristic “tail” shape that dips well below the line.
Practice drawing the shape of independent ¢, , making sure to bring the tail back up

across the line: . @. o)
FARY A \
O—=
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At the beginning or in the middle of a word, write 5 as you write ., but dot
above rather than below the letter. Copy:

Read aloud and copy:

- - P -

In final position, ;, begins with a tooth and then dips immediately into a tail
below the line. Bring the tail back up across the line: @

SEEEC o

Read and copy:
ok e oLl Y

Now read aloud and copy the following names:

Y oL ol Reds olezl 05 Q
. . » s
ul_.LA_dJ uLn..\_c J:\_.a_.o C)’J—.‘A. gAl_l 01\_41 d
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DriLL 2.

Read aloud these names of countries and cities:

DriL 3.

Dictation.

1.

Lais 3]
Sy
oLiwsly
Ll ee

- -

-

llhaall

URT X

o -

Jl..\_i_:n

FSuge

n&’
‘,_m_.a..\
]

Ll
T

O (NP
e s ds<
Lastalf
L2 s

PP Y N
g,l_..“_." 2 La s

10.

This letter represents a familiar sound, the one spelled in English by h as in
house. Unlike English h, which can be silent, as in hour , —a is always pronounced.
Moreover, the English & sound tends to occur at the beginning of a word or syllable,
whereas Arabic_a can occur in any position. Say a house , then say the two words as
if they were a single word. This is how .a sounds in the middle of a word. Now say
her, then say it backwards, pronouncing the h. This is how _a sounds at the end of a

word.




ListeNinG Exercise 3.
Listen to the words on tape and repeat, paying attention to the _a sound.

o - o s . . o -

WRITING

s 4 -~ -2

The forms of this connecting letter vary more than those of any other. In
addition, individual style may affect its shape in initial and medial forms. The shape
—» is the form this letter takes independently and at the beginning of a word. To
write this shape, begin slightly above the line, and draw a large loop sloping first
upward and then downward to your right and back up. This outer loop should be
large; its exact shape can vary according to individual style and print type from a
more pointed to a more rounded oval. When you reach the beginning of the loop,
continue on, making a small loop inside the big one, then continue on down to the
line into the connecting segment. Copy the example:

S N

Copy the name of the consonant 3 o :

In medial position, .a has two main variations. The first is more common in
print: ¢ (look also at the printed form of the words in Listening Exercise 3 above); it
consists of two vertical loops, one above and one below the line. The second is more
commonly found in handwriting, and is written in one stroke as a (more or less)

pointed dip below the line. Copy the example:
e 7 0]
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Copy and sound out the name (¢ :

Final ¢ takes the same shape as L (% 3= ,— +L5), whether or not connected
with a previous letter, except that it has no dots. It is important to distinguish
between these two letters: while 4 is generally a feminine marker, 4 often indicates
the possessive his. To write unconnected final s , simply start above the line and

draw a fat oval, just as you drew 3 :

8

0]

O

To write final 4« connected with a previous letter, start from the connecting
segment and draw a short line up, then loop around into a flat oval. The exact shape

of this oval varies according to individual style and print type. Copy:

a_

=\

To practice writing s and 4., copy and sound out:

E -

‘L..Ia__n gon ,A:\J I K bL_]_.s L
Now copy and sound out the following names:
BJ_.Q‘:) J_:l_‘é_w au-l_:l.’o_u-l rL;\/—A & |_.I’_A Q
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DrirL 4.

Listen to the words on tape, decide whether the final letter you hearis s or s,
and write it in the blank. Also write in all the short vowels that you hear:

1. — L 5. S )
2. — Lis 6 S TP (oY
3. —_—ds 7. — i b
4. — S 8 — liaa

-

Remember that _a is very different from r . _a is a sound that exists in
English, and is very easy for English speakers to pronounce, while ¢ is pronounced
deep in the throat, and has a slightly raspy sound. You can say -a without thinking
about your throat muscles, but you must concentrate to say ¢ . It is very important
to distinguish between these two sounds, so practice until you can do so.

ListeNiNG ExEercisk 4.
Listen to the contrast between .a and ¢ in the following pairs of words:

8ian / Bial La/ Sa stia [/ sia P/
Ry L ) e YN
DriLL 5.
You will hear twelve words . For each, circle the sound you hear:
2 A T 6 A T 10. _a C
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DriL 6.
Read the following aloud with the tape, paying particular attention to ¢

and_a:
1. @) Jsa (b) Jsa 7. (@) Gl (b) Gl
2. @ 4h (b)) L 8 (@ ) e
3. @ aax (b)) ags 9. @  Lal ®) Ll
4. @ ssan  (b) ssea 10. (@ Jstadul (b) okl
5. @ (b) ila 11. (@) olas) (b) pled)
6. (@) Jak (b) J¢h 12. @) sl b) ol

DriLL 7.
Write the letter that you hear in each blank:

1 I 5. ol 9.
2 3 6. 4L 10. U ___
3 S R 7. O, 11, e s
4 d_ La 8 oy a 12 al—

DruL 8.

Dictation.
1 5.
2 6.
3 7
4. 8
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us” « (%1
Sl » d.“
”

The symbol that you see above the alif in the box is called madda, 34 , which
means lengthening. It can only occur on alif, and when it does, the alif is called alif
madda, s’ ili. The alif madda represents the combination of either | + jor I + i .
These two combinations are never written separately, for the same historical reason
that hamza is written on different seats: when Arabic was first written, hamza was
not yet a part of the script. Only later was a symbol developed for hamza. The
madda was also added to the alphabet with the other extra-alphabetical markings to
indicate the two combinations above.

So far, you have learned five ways of writing hamza, depending on its position
in a word and the vowels around it. Whenever two hamzas occur together, or
hamza is followed by long vowel alif (as opposed to hamza followed by a short
vowel), rather than writing 1i or I7, the combination is written as i . This is pronounced
as a hamza followed by alif. Remember: Like medial and final hamza, the madda
sign must be written wherever it occurs.

LisTeENING EXERCISE 5.
Listen and repeat:

~ 2~ ~

" oYl ol 4l JST cnal

-

.
Y

The s sign written above the _ill is written as a slightly wavy line just

above it. Copy the example: ® r...g)

l |

- . it ’“
Practice writing madda in o) ! (the Quran):
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DriLL 9.

Connect the following letters to form words, then listen to them on tape and
write in the vowels you hear:

1. = ST+ a+ o+
2, = Pttt
3. = wtaatl+ite
4. = ptb+l+atl
5. = Sttty ]
6. = ate+l+ ]+
7. = I+ a+J+el+7+1 "
8. = e+t ,+a+ o
9. = ptgtbhty+o |
10. = OFl+,+8+¢ f
11. = S+ d+igt gut

DriLt 10.
A. Read aloud these names of Middle Eastern foods:

\Ir’ - u»* L . ‘. i
st L Uy a3 ke pl J-asLs i
- - - . 0'4. “"/ g’ : I‘
g.__a_.t_/céJJ P | 439 Ue—aa
- P - w 2 o »
° - e 2 o w
Laslals 5SS Ll Liayls
Lall T s 85 sl
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B. Now read and learn the names of some other foods:

o= (s

v w 2 w o -
-




DriLL 11.

Read and learn the following words:

LIBRARY




DriLL 12.

You are now ready to play your first Arabic word game, taken from an
Arabic newspaper. In the box below, look for the words listed in the two columns to
the right, running in any direction. Once you find the word, circle it or draw a line
through it. After you have found all the words, write out the remaining unused
letters. They will spell the name of a famous Biblical/Quranic prophet.

cloflaloel VO] p]E] ] ghes daly)
‘fWGdJUzé?!w@g
I e leale[ T [Slos] =] o
elclelolalslela]e] aw| ass
dTBTsTETSToloeleld] wsss| aaa
"."‘ﬁ&,‘dié’i“f?daaw
J | S1e 1o o s

Ol

.
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DriLL 13.

Read and learn the following words that express how you feel:

) sdladl S/ sl
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you (masculine)

you (feminine)
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DriLL 14.
Read the following advertisements and write them out in your own
handwriting:

SR P N
(CIVEPIISZ I B/ PN
Hah (3 e
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as/n/ v < v, Oy shar N 52
LT AT YN -.c_i‘a\d..ia_a-!\'i,h‘ - desen s




CuLTURE <&ad)/

VIbEO

Watch Scene 14 on the video with your teacher.

The colloquial expression "Li¢la’s" (also spelled _iila ) has a wide range of
usages. It is used to say never mind, don't worry about it, it doesn’t matter, in some
cases, to say is it okay (if I...)?, and, finally, to console someone who is upset or angry
about something.

Some kinds of behavior that many Americans may see as interfering or speaking
out of turn are quite acceptable in Arab culture. For example, when a person sees
that someone is upset, he or she will probably try to find out what the problem is,
and say _i¢lao —even if he or she does not know the person well.
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UNIT EIGHT

= 1 |

In this unit, you will learn about the definite article, more about initial hamza,
and an old spelling for alif that still survives in a few words. You will also learn the
numbers zero through ten.

| ey

Called in Arabic a¥ I} after the names of the letters, the segment || represents
the definite article in Arabic, comparable to the in English. Compare the following
pairs of nouns:

the book olasd) a book s
the teacher Lyl a teacher Sl
You can see in these examples that_I| makes an indefinite noun definite. Of course,

the usage of Arabic ! is not exactly equivalent to that of English the. For example,
you have already learned how to say:

3alill daala The University of Cairo

in which 4a_.Lx is definite although it does not have I/ (you will learn more about
this soon). Proper nouns are definite whether or not they begin with_If ; for example,
s—a—s (Egypt) is definite. There is no rule that determines whether or not a proper
noun takes I ; each one must be memorized (especially the names of Arab countries
and cities). In general, however, foreign names and names of people do not usually
take_I1 . You will learn more about these differences over the next few weeks; in the
meantime, remember that a word modified by _I/ is definite.




LisTeNING Exercisk 1.
Read and listen to the following examples of words with and without I .

1. el <= I 4, 3N <= 3alad
2. rJ_'LII (= ‘aJ._'i 5. Lokl <= s,
S

3. ng:lS.ll <= 6. L,_w)SJI = ‘_,......)S

PronuNcIATION OF |

-1 has a special pronunciation rule which dictates that, before certain letters,
- is not pronounced as J, but is elided to or "swallowed by" the following consonant.
As a result, the following consonant takes a shadda and is pronounced as a doubled
consonant because it has “swallowed” the sound of the J while retaining its length.
For example, the word , 45<uJl is pronounced ad-duktuur (not al-duktuur) because s
is one of the letters that assimilates the J of JI. The letters that assimilate this I are
called Liwwa‘tdl i sall (sun letters, pronounced al-Huruuf ash-shamsiyya), after the
word _ua & (sun) which begins with &, one of the letters that assimilates _| . The
consonants that do not assimilate the J are called 4, 51l iy ),_-;ll (moon letters,
pronounced al-Huruuf al-qgamariyya), because the 5 of , a3 (moon) is one of the letters
that do not assimilate | .

LisTeNING EXERCISE 2.

Listen to the following examples of sun and moon letters and repeat. Pay
close attention to the pronunciation of {1 :

PR 1 B L R RO ] Aill sl T el G all
aldt WUl Glall 3,000 p LAl Lwaddl Gigall

Note that the first group of words contains the sound ., whereas in the second, you
do not hear I, but rather a shadda on the following consonant. This shadda is
sometimes written in, as it is above, as a reminder of correct pronunciation. In fully
vocalized texts, it is considered part of proper vowelling, and will always be written
in. Itis a good idea to write the shadda on Laweddl i 4 ,all for now, until you have
memorized them and remember to read I correctly.

The following chart lists the letters in their proper classes. As a rule of
thumb, note that L. u o &l (i 5, )l —the letters that swallow the | —are the ones
whose tongue position is close to that of I . This rule will help you memorize which
group each letter belongs to so that you can speak and read Arabic correctly:
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Lo yald) oy yadl s Lnnaasied | g yall + I

Lo el G yall Locwadid | g 5all

i &
- &
G J3
C 3
C J
d 9
3 o
- o
é o
g oS
¢ L
A L
3 J
S o

Drit 1.
Make these indefinite words definite by adding 1/ , write 3. on those that
begin with Ll 85 ,a , and read aloud:




DriLL 2.

Write 3.% on the L. .u s Jds,a in the following words, and write ¢, s<
on the I before 4 ,»3 4, , as in the examples. Then read the words aloud.

Examples: Ol ,:i:ll sl 5l
g ot AT Lol el oSl
3Ll | oLl hlaul Ciall Laa <
gl Jl el | Jl 5! Oad | oLl
Ll el 5l Y L

DriLL 3.

Circle the word you hear in each row. Pay special attention to the first
syllable in each word and listen for the presence or absence of shadda on sun letters.

1. ol o] et
2, PR Ciall Cia
3 Joace] Jae Jean |
4 Ll Gle Ll
5 @L’i‘l ‘aJ_'& ‘;J_EJI
6 fe e pall
7 sl £ Lol clia
8 ] pLLi a3
9 G U PG
10. SX BXSS) BYS]
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DriLL 4.

You will hear twelve words. Write ! for each word that contains it and O for
each word that does not.

j P 4 7 . 10.

2. 5 8 11.

G N 6 9 12.
DritL 5.

You will hear eight phrases. Determine whether the second word in each is
definite or indefinite, and write !/ for those that are definite and @ for those that are
indefinite:

| 3 5 0 7.
2 4, 6 — 8.
DRILL 6.
Read aloud the following words:

3,5l Lalall sl N VAT
] Sladl JS I =Ly a5 1
o il Hl ol LYl wliall
BTN ] YA s gl Slaseall o sk,
LU RN ladll a3Ciad Sl
Jla soall 315l alall ] REARSNT

DriLL 7.

Dictation. Remember that you will not hear J in Il on words that begin with
Liwad b g ya — listen for shadda!

1. 5. 9.
2 6. 10
3 7. 11




~—3y

7; |° \;lef’n

You have seen that words like iLi.i begin with the consonant 3 ;a (whether
or not it is written: | or 7). It is the 33 aa that “allows” you to pronounce the vowel
that follows it. In most words that begin with 33 __aa , the vowel that the hamza
carries always remains the same; for example, il5 i is always pronounced the same
way, with a L« . However, the 3 ;—sa of Il belongs to a special category called
Juoasll 3 3aa , which means elidable hamza. “Elidable” means that, when preceded by
another word, the hamza and its vowel drop in both pronunciation and writing. In
writing, the symbol waSla 1.y takes the place of the 33 «a , and in pronunciation,
the original vowel on the alif is swallowed by the final vowel of a previous word or
by a helping vowel. Thus, in the case of I/, the normal 1a35 vowel on the alif is not
usually heard.

LisTENING EXERCISE 3.
Listen carefully to ! in the second word of each phrase. You will not hear
the | of the _II because it is swallowed by the final vowel of the preceding word:

Lalaff NI Lo sl 1S 5 Seoadl
dlalf < i 1l Lalaff gy o saafl
WRITING

The symbol for Ja ¢!l 33 aa , called ilay, is not normally written except in
completely vowelled texts. It can only occur at the beginning of a word, and the
overwhelming majority of cases occur on I/ . Practice writing it by copying the
example: o

) 22
JI J
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DriLL 8.

Listen as the following phrases are read aloud. Some will contain regular
3 y>«a and some will contain Jua ¢!/ 3 3aa . Mark either 3 308 or il 4 according to
what you hear:

1. ¢ elal Lo 6. ¢ ol ol
2. 3wl gl 7. danl 32
3. ol gaie 8. Loall b
4. (,wg 9. il sl
5. e il s 10. AERTNEY

dagger alif

This symbol is often called dagger alif because its shape resembles a small
dagger. It represents an old spelling of alif from early Quranic writing that survives
today in a few common words and names. It is pronounced exactly like the long
vowel alif.

LisTeNING Exercisk 4.
Listen to these words containing dagger alif and repeat:

ransyll aie bl o< ia i
Learn the following words: |
but ‘_,S._I this (masculine) 1i_a
God L this (feminine) ~ s3'a

These are most of the commonly used words that are spelled with dagger alif. It is
almost never written, except in fully vowelled texts, but is important to learn the
words that are spelled with it and remember to pronounce this as a long vowel—it
is equivalent to alif.
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WRITING

The dagger alif is drawn as a short vertical stroke above the consonant it
follows. Make sure it is precisely vertical, so that it may be distinguished easily
from the slanted fatHa. Copying the examples, practice writing and pronouncing
the words you have just learned:

alll alll 0 o1 oud oid i lig

DriLL 9.
A. Read the following phrases aloud, paying special attention to Jua 3d/ 3 302
and%)ﬁJ'ledeA”I

A il o i)
goladl 1ia o Uyl plod L._ssuw
izl plad NN A Laalall odla
Ll eila i el lita Juaid) pla]
Laaladl 21, gT,l:.SJIZ,:a Bagdll g
8oLl g PP I RO a:.u;ul;lJ’J

B. Use the following prepositions to figure out the meanings of the phrases:

P

with = in s

-

behind |, in front of fLa‘l

DriLL 10.
Read the following passage, first to yourself, for meaning, then aloud.
What does it seem to be talking about? How much can you understand?

. - - o ] - & - 2 -
Loala b ol Gy ol Cirin o 3l ye BT pdladl s ol L ol

£ 7 - “ . & - e . . .
alg dane Caally Lasalall 53l wd of 5l p HLa 6 oSUa BT sl
:.:LALA.uJZJA.LAJJ.alAJJ.:LJ_’&JtlAlJ;l :3J;1ML5“\'.": .mLCLG-A-MJIJSJJ:tSJ
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Drit 11.
Read the sentences below and learn the new words:

bet;utz:ful




DriL 12.

Match the nouns and adjectives given below to form sentences using |14 and
sia . Remember that all the words in a sentence must have the same gender, either
masculine or feminine.

ADJECTIVES Nouns

Uk /Jush # 3 uad/ ,uad cls o

S/ ,S #F B/ sia Uyl J=o

Tagui/aads # Bagsa / aaaa G0l 31yl

fagan /e #F Lu,d /s 85U i

Ugos /g 2 Tnan/vaia s ] Ay

Uosan /dpen sl b5

Coaye / st i sl

L sl /Syl Lasla S

Ll y / posal s LS La,l

(go0d) a5l / 405 olasal Ly

tasty (food), good (person) L:s_ln / g_a:\_la 3 / il g ol&

Example:  3uuana 3,00 wsin
1. 9.
2. 10.
3 11.
4 12.
5 13.
6. 14.
7 15.
8 16.
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Axrasic NUMERALS AND NUMBERS

The chart above shows two sets of numerals. Both are used in the Arab
world: the set in the top row is used in the Arab west (Morocco, Algeria, and
Tunisia), while the one in the bottom row is prevalent in the other Arab countries.
The numerals used in the Arab west were introduced into Europe from Islamic
lands in the Middle Ages—hence our name for them, Arabic numerals. We know
that the Arabs adapted their numerals from India, but we do not know the exact
history of the development of the two sets. One of the great Islamic contributions to
mathematics was the introduction of zero, attributed to the great mathematician and
astronomer al-Khawarizmi (d. A.D. 849), from whose name the word logarithm comes.

The numerals used in the Arab east are shown along with the Arabic names
for numbers in the following table. Read and learn:

CountinGg NumBERs FrRoM 0 TO 10
" .
..\.s' K \

Loaisl/ oL \
s 1
| ¢
Liwad 0

o 1
Ll v

Ll A

Lo 4
B \

1, . .- . . LR .
oLdland (.80 are variants; learn to recognize both. (.31 is more commonly used in spoken
Arabic.
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Most Arabic numerals appear in handwriting much the same way they appear
in print, with the exception of Y and Y . In print, they appear as shown: Y,Y¥ . In
handwriting, however, they take on slightly different forms. Study the examples:

=¥
_X =Y
You can see that the numeral Y in print closely resembles the numeral ¥ when
written by hand, except that the hook at the top of handwritten ¥ is usually deeper.

To avoid confusion, always write these numerals as shown in the handwritten example
above, and when reading, remember to differentiate between printed and handwritten

forms.

Now practice writing the numerals by copying the examples:

. A AN T p % X < N .

Drir 13.
Quiz! Prepare five arithmetic problems for your classmates using the numbers

0 to 10. You can use the following expressions:

J/_g’lb +
uasls -
< X
Example: § L uhly Lawas —
Ll —
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DriLL 14.

Get the names and phone numbers of your classmates (in Arabic!) and write

them below:

Telephone

osalal)

Address

Name

pad)




CuLTUuRE <lad/

VIDEO
Watch Scenes 15 and 16 with your teacher.

Saving HELLO

You have learned that polite behavior requires you to say hello to anyone in a
room you enter. The same principle also applies to a loosely defined “space” that
someone regularly occupies, such as an outdoor work area, or a guard's position
outside a building.

The following list includes the most frequently used greetings. Add them to
your list of active vocabulary, and use them often:

to welcome someone to one’s home or (ahlan wa sahlan) (’)Lg.....\,) S
workplace
to reply: el Stal
in the morning, until lunch time saall plaa
to reply: sl CL.*;"
in the late afternoon or evening sadl clus
to reply: sl el
common in Lebanon, Syria, Palestine, Jordan (marHaban) l:n e / Lina
to reply: aia s /M
"Islamic” in connotation f.:ifj._: }-)L..«.Jl
to reply: (n)kf...JI ::S_*..L:\,
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UNIT NINE

\
A\

In this unit you will learn the third spelling of alif, and the symbols that
represent grammatical endings. All of these symbols can occur only at the end of a
word.

Ls IIBJ - . Ii”

Alif maqSuura, also called LIl 5,4 uas —3li, alif in the shape of yaa’, is a
variant spelling of alif that can only occur at the end of a word. This shape of alif is
a spelling convention that dates back to the writing of the Quran. It is pronounced
just like the regular alif. When the long vowel alif occurs at the end of a word, it is
often spelled with alif maqSuura, unless the word is a proper noun, in which case it
is usually written with a regular alif.

Listening Exercise 1.
Listen to the following examples of words ending in 3 , yuai. —il] and repeat:

w 2 B s 0 -

. - a

S L] e i ] e

”




WRITING

s s

(s is a connector, and since it only occurs in final position, it has only the two
shapes you see above. It is written exactly like final ¢, except that it has no dots. In
other words, final (¢ and (¢ are distinguished by the two dots of the (s, except in
Egypt, where both are usually written without dots. Copy the example:

AN 1 G(D
-/ "</

Copy and read aloud the following female names that end in (s:

» -

Driie 1.
Read the following phrases aloud. Remember to elide the Jio 4l 3 50n:
lslsdf g, A SIT (5555 o SN L DR
R R SRR sols 5o<hsala oLl i Y
S3le o ) Lol s v PIPNRVEN |
b el VY 3.30 (gola A PN
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The word tanwiin, derived from the name of the letter ;, ¢ , refers to the n
sound in these three endings:

*# z

- (pronounced un) ~ (pronounced an) - (pronounced in)

The n sound is represented in writing by the doubling of the short vowel symbol.
In formal Arabic, these endings occur on indefinite nouns and adjectives, and they
indicate certain grammatical functions of words in a sentence. Except in very formal
situations, such as public addresses, they are rarely used in speaking, and are only
written in vowelled texts. They are for the most part superfluous to comprehension,
since speech and normal prose rely on other grammatical devices, such as word
order, to convey meaning. For the time being, you need not worry about their
meanings; you are expected to recognize them simply as "grammatical endings"
when you hear them.

Note that the 3 tas marbuuTa is pronounced ., before tanwiin, as you will
hear in the following exercise.

ListeNING EXERCISE 2.
Listen to the following words being read with each tanwiin ending.

el /510l /510l S /Yy ) Jey 55l / Bl / 550

Whether you hear an, in, or un, the meaning of each of these words remains the
same: a car,a man, and a woman, respectively. We will now take a brief look at each
of these endings in turn.

A\Y

[- g
-~

4/ - « w7/

- |[_,..3\9_s_s

This ending, pronounced an, may be found on indefinite nouns and adjectives.
Of the three tanwiin endings, it is the only one you will see in unvowelled texts, and
the only one used in everyday speech. You have already learned several words that

end in pial) o615




ListeNING ExERcISE 3.

Read these familiar words that end in 3411 o3 535 and repeat, noting the
spelling:

Wgeeu s Sl af i (i (<

WRITING

A\N

M
|

As you can see in the box above, piill ¢ 433 has two different written forms.
The form on the right, a double fatHa, is used on words that end in 3 and ./ (alif
followed by hamza). The form on the left, in which 3all ;s 4335 rests on an alif seat,
is used in most other cases. Compare the spelling of the words in row A to that of
the words in B:

s A Sl el A
Sa) Taa foie <’z B

Like other short vowel markings, the double fatHa in 341l ;4433 is not
normally written in unvocalized texts. However, the alif seat that represents
il 0455 is always written where required, which means that alif at the end of a
word usually represents 3 a1l 3435 rather than a long vowel. Compare the
vocalized words in row B above to the same words, unvocalized this time, in row C
below:

sal laa lyde I, <& C

The function of final alif as a seat for 34!l (4 ¢35 may be easily distinguished
from the vowel alif because, as we noted above, Arabic words do not usually end in
alif: the usual spelling for final long vowel alif is ¢. Therefore, when you see a
word that ends in alif (such as |,S.%), consider the possibility that the alif represents

roid ] a9

Remember that alif at the end of a word probably means one of two things:
(a) the word is a proper noun, or (b) the word has the ending 3i4/ 5,0 335 . Also, the
sound an at the end of a word usually indicates piall ;35 .
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In fully vowelled texts, p3 &l ;455 is written as a double fatHa when it
occurs on 3 or final /. When it occurs on other letters, it is written as an alif with a
double fatHa, which can rest either on top of or slightly in front of the alif, depending
on the script or font used. Practice writing z34ll ;4 45 by copying the examples:

4 4 Z s

4 b z J A "
DY P 0)1| lgac V¥~ %l o ael .
. P v 4

w5 I
/“ (]~ Cwrr
- ﬁm—' u——:\’—ﬁ—-‘

This symbol is called r.’.aJl OS5 and is pronounced un. It represents a
certain grammatical ending on indefinite nouns and adjectives. You will see or hear
it only in fully vowelled texts and formal speeches.

LisTeNING Exercisk 4.
Listen to the following examples of ?_.AJs all G545 and repeat:

# S s s, 4
Jb aelu ok 53 Ll iy
WRITING

When a2l ;5535 is written, it has two main variants, both of which are
commonly used and signify the same sound and meaning. These variants are:

# 1]
= a La.s with a hooked tail — tWOoian's

We will not be using a.all 4 435 for some time, but you may see or hear it, so
learn to recognize these as variants of this grammatical ending. Practice writing it
by copying the examples:

~ A _ " 5 o
cdb gel . TUF G o\




Ld

" | . Ty
- J-‘-“SJ (B e

\

This symbol is called Xl 535 and is pronounced in. It represents the
third and final grammatical ending that can occur on indefinite nouns and adjectives.
Like sl 5 403, it only appears in fully vocalized texts and formal contexts.

LisTENING EXERCISE 5.
Listen to the following examples of ;.uSJI! s 335 and repeat:

NI el ol 33l las

" I

WRITING
When it is written in vowelled texts, , .S/ vy 11 is always written the same
way: two kasras. Practice writing it by copying the examples:

//c,c)l‘ﬂ //a;L_/, 4!; /5.’3]7_,:\ ;.)l:_(

A

You will learn more about awall ;35 and , Sl 50455 later, when you
begin studying the Quran and classical texts. For now, we will not use them, because
they are not used in everyday speech, and informal Arabic does not rely on them to
convey meaning. You are only expected to recognize them as “grammatical endings”
when you see or hear them.

These three endings, ol Gasns, ‘,_,.;:JI ,and , .<ll, can occur only on
indefinite nouns and adjectives. In addition, Arabic has three endings that occur on
definite nouns and adjectives, which correspond to the three short vowels, L a5 3,
{own ,and 3,..S. Like the indefinite ;333 endings, these grammatical endings are
only used in formal situations and are only written in vocalized texts. Thus, in a
formal context, _{Uat! might be pronounced or marked: L_,.JLL-._II or _dlall or
—JlkJI, depending on the grammatical role of _JUaJl in the sentence. However,
since the grammatical role of the noun in question will be clear from other sentence
clues, these endings are usually superfluous to meaning. The important thing for

you to remember is that all three of these mean the student.
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LisTeNING EXERCISE 6.

Listen to the following words and phrases read with grammatical endings
ians, Lawn ,and 3,wS:

ol L N[N dlladl
33l5awY | 33l iyl Y
g Liose URYEYSLE LORD ot Vnaa ¥

You will only see these endings in fully vocalized texts, and only hear them in
very formal contexts. We will return to their meanings later; for now, just recognize
them as “grammatical endings” when you hear them.

DriLL 2.

Read aloud the following phrases, written in formal Arabic and vocalized:

I z P %
J;‘J-"’J—‘}J laa YV !)LQ_MJ)LM - 2
z %
el Slal —
- Ed w . z I
.41393‘,@.“5.\.& A ! - 3 — Y
7 0 s s 2w v s 0z
¢ ¢ - H .’ - . Fo -,
couel Lo yd Lebid cualds A Plhaye — Y
bl baje - ?
-, 2 0 z 4 }.
Bou Lue b o] LV (< -
. [sie —
z » 2 or - K 2 -
cBadas 8 luw eyl VY il saall 0
“ ‘N -’ - ). z . - - .f
LK G OGS 3G g il Y il Tse L3 e

How many of these can you understand? Can you guess any new words from
context?
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Dri 3.

The following passage is extracted from a children’s story written in formal
Arabic. Notice that it is fully vowelled, to help school-age children learn the correct
pronunciation of words, and also to expose them to the grammatical endings of
formal Arabic. First, pick out several examples of Damma, fatHa, and kasra as
grammatical endings on definite nouns. Then circle all instances of tanwiin endings.

LB N U T E==N{

22030 Hye A e LI Lf oz .7 s
Gy Y le ol (-] (3O ol s B oS Lols
S PNV YR A T
"‘:J‘*‘J‘\*E*;“i&%ijé"b

9 LD ol &Y

£ £

, -

2 v .. [}
tlladl d s (Elhs 4w
s g Y- ’r”r - O"
et a s sl §

° [ vo s s G2

G A7 A5 Sl Gite 53 ES6us il 4,107 32 ¢ LT

[
¥

P
PR ‘f.J’, ﬁ’ov

Qb VT B S A58 5535

VAL g atally delally Gl aunlBl Ll pmeadd SIS s e
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DriLL 4.
Circle all occurrences of 1| and the ending C in the following advertisement.
Also identify all the words and names you can:

R {

¥ Lapall Je pieall o330 oly oy
elith Laabaaadl Lol o) (Jlae¥! S, Tayo
i uaa Laaliplly Wbl e g2 § siladi
et GEils oS,

Olpdall Lopmas e 05— 1 J<
g2l palddl Hlade Gy Ll

GULF AIR

FLEPIWE S BORC, PLO PRREURT USRS |
Taase Laany a1 pas S playSanaly cips—iili
O Captlaall Langally Liase o JSy srastly
SNagads SNl 038 Je kel pgiSas Luggnadl
CupiSilh g1 cMaul 03a Jead . Lsal ey Lasye
dabia A, V0 deldl gl gsinuaty latia ), 0 Zelitt

241yl
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DriLL 5.

Read the following names of Arab and other Middle Eastern countries aloud,
then identify their location on the map and write the number that corresponds to the

location of each.

s

‘:,Ln_c

S P

,

»

C)l_'a_.nJ

— oyl

-,

e~r o

— Ol

Ll

Gl — Losw
bl A w
Oas Y o gl |
— ol N R |
” 2
— LS, ol
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DRrILL 6.
Following is a list of top business schools.
1. Find out:
(a) whether your school is listed among them.
(b) the top three schools.
(c) the top three schools in your geographical area.

2. To which five schools you would apply if you were thinking of business
school?

3. Guess the meaning of:
(@) Li<

(b) s

U131 93 el ks o

Eane Laalall / Gl A2y
Jotdsl

Voo, JJLEJLQBJJ‘A“\
av.4 358360 Aaala Y
Av.v (0959 sgr0) Lisliliniin dnols -y

4\, (zoss) UJ“"“"J:‘JJ" 3.uLa -t
AL, (Ogteu) Lian o 9aBl yuiow gudiilinls .\@u—o
AY, 245t dusla
A, (15598) Jgaa dxola -V
Ao, (d-l) uy.ul.i lds—
Ao (G9ul9) Laa yad a.ub. -4
As. Olaiitie Jaals\ s
Luisglys daala1
(gmasn) 98 Bl Y

31S Lasla-y

Jad Jaludis k"’ MJJJ?:”.: h.ala—\i
(u.ul&) i ‘fi L sdulis la.ala.—-\o
(Compaat) puatadl pugd S Ly adalls l!.ala—\'\
w9 (b Gulouss l'uL:s—\V
W}h@ Ll a.i.aL:-\A

(Gisd) J”a‘,u luLa—\\

(2931 5%) Lal.a.ul ‘_,.03..\‘,.1..‘ l.ula-\"

L Z.r.al.\-—\'\

(,_,u.aLS) Eydeiag ia.ol.a—T\'

T CSTTY Za.ala—“"

s gealss (of w330 La aala-t
392925 o (19aten ) sieudiy Asala-Yo

Ak Cmu cCm oo x> >

VRN (50le) LT llat! Tlae e
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DriLL 7.
Read the names of these cars. What do you notice about the spelling of
foreign letters and sounds in Arabic?
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DriL 8.
Skim through the following ad and sound out the words. What is being
advertised here?

Aiaile il S

(@ YLy PATNE 2Tl CY Wy

LB A2d & Lo Aad Ot od
BoAVYE o TNV YT I 1OV VAL /T0V NS/ 5

DriLL 9.

Find a copy of an Arabic newspaper (there may be one in your university
library, or in a foreign bookstore or newsstand). Look for words you recognize, such
as names, and write out ten. Hint: good places to look are on the front page for
names of people and places in the news, and in advertisements, such as the ones you
have seen in previous units.
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CuLTURE <aLadf/

VIDEO
Watch Scenes 17 and 18 with your teacher.

VISITING

Every culture has its own set of expectations and behaviors involving visiting.
In Arab culture, hospitality is a highly prized virtue, and when you visit people at
their home or workplace, they will generally insist that you at least have something
to drink. The most common items offered are coffee, tea, and soft drinks. If you are
invited for a meal, expect lots of food, for the hosts will go out of their way to serve
you the most lavish meal they can. They will also keep piling food on your plate
and insisting that you eat more! When you have had enough to eat, say < LI wanll

You noticed in the video scenes that when the hostess first offered a drink, the
guest refused. The initial offer and refusal are somewhat formulaic in Arab culture,
and are basically expressions of politeness on both sides. The guest refuses at first
because he or she does not want to put the host out, and to show that he or she has
not come just to have something to drink. A guest will often refuse several times
before accepting.

When you are offered something, it is your responsibility as "offeree"” not to
impose too greatly. The offerer will go out of his or her way to be generous, but that
is not an invitation for you to take advantage of the hospitality. Likewise, when you
are entertaining, remember to fulfill your role as host by insisting.
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Byl Banngl
UNIT TEN

t sl 54 You have now learned all of the symbols used in writing Arabic. The
following chart reviews the letters and their names in modern alphabetical order:

Connector? Final Medial Initial ¥ | i yall
X L L [ il [
v - — — s <
| e = -3 N e
v & A - o &
v = - - o 3
v — - A ela c
v e A A A &
X S S Kl Jdlas 3
X i A 3 Jis 3
X > > J el J
X > > 5 sy 5
v o e _— s o
V Ui e ) o ¥
\l - [D- - —t JLA ue
| - —— — b oS
v b L L ela L
v L L L o L
v - i _5 o ¢
V - e — oL o
v G 5 3 N 3
v ol < < S ol
v J L - oY J
v - — — e ¢
v o e = O85 O
V “ — —A +Lla -
X > S 3 sl 9
v o — — s S

This alphabetical order is used in modern dictionaries; you must know it to look up
words. Start memorizing now, a few letters at a time.
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The next chart reviews the extra-alphabetical symbols that you have learned:

pss¥ | symbol sy | symbol
. L4 . -
Loy | Lo .
w s i o s 2
Baw il [ Lo -
dagger alif - PR -
3y suaia _a:ﬁ S Lo .

- < 4 - rd

il G eiS L 3 3l .
v . ’ .. w
\A.AAjl O - P -
eaSH G gas - Losi,a sl 3

ListeNiNG Exerciske 1.
Surprise! Listen to the tape.

DriL 1.
Listed below are names of some Arab authors you need to include in a
bibliography. Alphabetize them according to the Arabic alphabet. Disregard i .

, - ¥ -
-

wase Lo by so33]! i
350500 e <a)y e ol e
Jlia s olasall b palad!
PN LAl Sostiea! riba
SO s g 50 pll! ol ia
AL RN A v

- 171 -







Drir 3.
Not all occurrences of word-initial 4, — , I, or _a are occurrences of these

particles, but many are, and so you should be on the lookout for them. For practice,
skim the text and circle all words that look like they begin with 4, 5, 2 ora:

ab..\..Ll) AR AL MS‘DOS cn'_,.a JS r:..h
u' f‘ U" ‘5| .J_,_’J ul)l '9"-"‘“ KT IS

eesielen gl all gl

TrueType Lasslaadl GiyaVl ;54

J.s..uu,_,., 2 ol GLAYL Lyl "i \ li‘

o olaslall GIS Ll alaadl

.Microsoft Windows 3.1 lhae 5 sy

PO *»
A GLAYL DS Lusas oall
Aalias g&" H,i:ll Jie 6)';?' QG-_A:\LTJ‘

.gd)lflb ‘_5_,5.‘.“ [)_au;';“ i

Gl peay Microsoft Windows 3.1 -
J‘h)..;iul»_dkuYJuayysm)ﬂ‘ Fﬂ-g

iital g ,al gl . .
4 Microsoft Windows 3.1 e gl Microsoft Windows 3.1
il 131y ¢ BB LY VEA Lol Gl 2 ﬂ'Mﬁﬂ

UalSH Gopsall GAcalt ebaion G mali sl
\J‘_, *l_.nl_a.a _,.a_.s..ly u‘" J.\.-Ah.u U.JI
s ki il<ali Microsoft Windows 31

dadi 1Y g0 VO Julia Lusall Z3ill N

443 yail 4all ac 2y Microsoft Windows 3.1

o Sss Jud5Y
ity e Ja3Y xSy uurg Lol
acas Microsoft Windows 3.1 (e chiauud e Jyeaall I

: M Lelaasly Taacidill 23a JuSI
( Microsoft Middle East) Jaww g¥1 il 2udyo 3,Ssla
ecializlly Satdl CadlSs S0 Yo Gl ola Mt
.:.3-\1': SNac Jlﬂﬂ)! f""-’
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JusTiFiIcCATION OF MARGINS

In type or print, margins may be justified or evened by lengthening the
connecting segment between letters. This may be done between any two connecting
letters; it does not affect the reading of the word at all. For example, _.L5<Ii may be
written: i __<Il or L_<JI. Do not confuse this lengthening, which occurs
only in print, with that of toothless .. (), which occurs only in handwriting,

DriLL 4.
Circle all examples of margin justification you can find in the following poem:

Zasas Jslasd ” Gslalall * 3seald oo
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DriLt 5.
The following is the solution to an Arabic crossword puzzle. Connect the
letters in this puzzle to form words (ignore single letters):

Yo MM 1T 01 W W e q ALY T0 ¢ Y Y )
1l CIEFEIBIEACE IR BIEKIEIRIENEE B
Al ERIEP] b dE EaiCEIPIEAET A
<EIBEl MIGEEN EEIBEE B 8RR
EIBIN VoM D]V O|ITH | |O]) Vo] ¢
I BIIEEENEY FMEREIR KBV
SCEG BENRER R EREMER
> Tls|o | 12 Bl BIEGHREINR
Horizontal

¢ (two words) -\

R

Y

_$

A

v

Vertical

XY R

Y R

\Y ¢ Y

Ve § _¢

\o -0

K} -

\v ¢ Y

XY : A

KX\ A
_Y. ¢ =V
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DRIiLL 6.
Read and learn the following expressions that we will be using in class:

homework w2l
drill O el
lesson oy
text uA—'
page Latiia
word L’J_i
I have a question J! \,:.u (siie

g gaie 130wl L

I did not understand ciogs bo [‘!

’

1l 53 caagh Lo

Idon't know el ¥

’

.1.aJSJ|o:s.ﬁdJ.c'l¥

How do we say..? 9o Jgis i<
Sl ,adly “Iforgot” Jsds asS

Thank you—You're welcome lode — [,< &
Please el lasys
A second time, once more tellda oo e Laali 3,

(to request repetition)
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HANDWRITING

As you have been learning throughout this workbook, Arabic handwriting
exhibits some variations from the printed form. In addition, handwriting itself
varies according to individual style. With practice, you will gradually learn to
recognize various handwriting styles and conventions.

DriLL 7.

Read as much as you can of the following handwriting samples. Look for
familiar words and try to guess new ones from context. What observations can you
make about the variation of letters in handwriting styles? After reading, write a
similar passage providing information about yourself.

Sample I:

L_qu.u,u ~* L\ ;63*" ”\‘“ Cadh
—‘.M—“ L_\/r b LSWJ \‘/}ﬂb

Lle azle :L'ZS\*:'l Ly

Sample II:

\ AL s s
%_)_)(y\.) ()'/-—\“’.9"—'\*%‘»(3:—"
A/}A\é/\——/“@""-’\‘“‘l«o)f

oMb Basle @ L U

Sample III:

N V' Mp—s U
“E»Ml—‘fﬁ I 9N e alll cale o)

EPTTS | A ZJL_(,« (5~ J—«ead %) 5 o) |
oo,}_y&.—.—” Azolp ¢4 sle Tt - LUl

-177 -




CuULTURE <L/

DEevELOPMENT OF THE ARABIC WRITING SYSTEM

The Arabic writing system is believed to have evolved from the Aramaic
script through the Nabateans, Arab tribes living to the north of the Arabian Peninsula
(present-day Jordan) in pre-Islamic times. This early version of Arabic script survives
in inscriptions dating back to the third and fourth centuries A.D., which represent
the earliest known of many stages of development. Although writing was known in
the Arabian Peninsula before Islam, it was the early Muslims who developed the
script that we know today, in order to preserve the text of the Quran by putting it
down in writing. Tradition holds that the first compilation of the Quran was recorded
during the reign of Uthman ((JL_A_"._;), the third Caliph (d. A.D. 656). Even then,
though, the script was not complete, for surviving fragments show text devoid of
short vowel markings and dots, as the following sample shows:'

'The examples in this section are taken from VAM cysu wadall plath o LU JolS Caufis  oall bl 195
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The addition of short vowel markings began during the reign of Ali (<), the
fourth Caliph (d. A.D. 661), and the dots that distinguish between letters of similar
shape were added during Umayyad rule, around the end of the seventh century.
Further development of the individual shapes of letters occurred at the beginning of
the Abbasid period (from A.D. 750).

CALLIGRAPHY

Calligraphy is a highly developed art form. Since the time of the earliest
script form you saw above, called Kufic, artists have continuously developed new
styles and designs. Quranic verses, poetry, and proverbs written in intricate scripts
often adorn books, monuments, and public buildings. Professional calligraphers
combine form and meaning by working Quranic verses into pictures such that the
letters and dots form a design. Below are four artistic renderings of the phrase

(In the Name of God the Merciful and Compassionate) aan 1 (ran ) <Ll -

See how many letters you can pick out in each sample:
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Following are names and examples of well-known calligraphic scripts:

cé;ﬁ\

Sy Zi oy A I e G §2 {270 otds 2o
O ENITE WS IR S U S e

- L

p
=

STl
v .1— %4 7/ ¢
i
ML PR U’J;_’:,..{ﬂ__:.//

c)fs) {
a3 88 2 CLip DNy b ip s S d E 57 U1 2

S
P T B SRS IS PRI Z 5 sl ) 3 IS




DriL 8.
Following are advertisements in different script styles. Copy them out in
your own handwriting:

1. - ) oo
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APPENDIX

dupal | dmolll il gadl jaguad
S | ! Lo A i

TEXTS OF THE
EGYPTIAN COLLOQUIAL DIALOGUES
ON THE ACCOMPANYING VIDEO TAPE
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SceNe ONE J_;Yl A.q.ill
BTy

Scene Two U_XL:L” 44..i'.l|
g0t | et

2 . g,*. ,. .. - . o - Z o~ # e
Ou&’_i&m“-\;tuu’.a LII‘M' ..U.AM&’.A“"..)LQ_MJ)LM

Scene Turee & Gt Ag_d'..ll
T e e e
- Mgy Sal —
¢ el Mgy Sal +
i sl S ] -
.F.;ML.‘.W’H
ewwd_,,m:. (3 3 —
. e (o 850l +
. Mgy Maf —
‘fg’ﬁ;).a.":a-‘gcdl:\g‘)‘.h‘l+
Uil e T =

R A

. ;LHJSL&"+

z

-




S cene Four CT'UI agcall
yall olua
ol oty il ¢ lim -
Qd;f}! ..\.naﬁl‘)j-'lsd l:tl;:\.ncL.uASLh’|+
¢ el eyl o 4l WAl -
$aladl (3ls 0 all sanll +
cdll saadl ¢ Loy sS —
cdl seall +

ScenE Five uu,ol';” .Ag_d:.“
! gl
L b el el -
c GEAE L (g plie b uall slisa +
¢ dipda 53l
"c.uld_ul dl seall —
¢ gpal Sl (Sl . all saall +
call saall ¢ GuisS -

SceNE Six uu.\Lu.Jl 44_.."&“
S e
;e sEals Sl -
il e Ml +
el saad sl Sal -
¢ @l elly o all saall —

5,8l Laala b Gl . iala aaalyl o all seall +

s
- :.h.
BT -
P
S
ol B8 55 %
. oo J-UAJ
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SCENE SEVEN t.tLu.Jl A@.ﬁ&ll
) dad 0]

il daala G iabs el . Al saall +

e s

ScenE EiGHT L’).ofﬂl 44_..”.&1|
) G
s oulie 5550 L Al s Le -
ﬂ‘d_:.;! dgana 93580 L Heill e liws +
§ @il eliyj .. Al saall —
ol sasll +
s Jldl dgene 45€all ... Lo sl sall —
+ Mgy al x
il . el Sy Sl
el s x
C Su b Jlaml +
s Isa+




T LS e aaladl b Slil elipuda x

- & b W Tse b gasm] Baala b 3l LT Laall i ¥ +
s, . Mdhix

‘.'dj:).a.és\,-. elis Sy ST +

- 5,all daala a 3G L X

. gy Shal +

. el Saf x

#

S PY I

Scene Nive acalSll ag il f
Y e Y| 20
ella ) Lol il g sl
! plals sl 2 x
el Loll 2 x
t Lol pa .

" ounsisd) gt Ll " el

ScenEe TEN J...‘bla.” 44.4.'1'-“
T g il !

LA L all s -

- Zalis b sl g loaa +

¢ ol ] -

Lol g o Lail . ik -
.djaj:u.;.d.u1+
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SceNe ELEVEN  yilie L;JL:." 44_4.’1’-“

) ohall . i
) Ll el -
L35S0 G gl o Le +

¢ eliy) -

§ elipuda 5ly -0 4l saall +

’ Cdll saall —

93,\,355_\]!@!\,4-

cdll saall L Lo -

i e . o3 e St

14

we
~~.~|
. L) -
. -

SceNE TWELVE yuie u_'slfﬂ Ag..ﬁ&l'
§ g gSkaw et
bl uatl elas o eall o liws —
¢ el KAl aie b sl elus +
¢ &l eldy) . alf weall -
Al seall L s
“-bo—iw-:if"
§ne+
e call . Lia -
QQQQ/SL“«;;SL-*—

.AIJ_AE_JL‘LE,_&—
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SceNe THIRTEEN e KA ] ..\4...’2’.1'
9 dutl S ol
¢4..I‘..USJI‘N.‘.I Cu.wL:dJ.alua-t )LM )LM—

. due +
i gacad B . e gt b G .
S .. Sal +

T o gl @) —

sl g ol gl +

- /.‘

llagl JlaS ¢ asl . Lo oo A« gl o alye g sl ol e g Ll —
 heun STl A K alll diya +
L 8al WIS 18 Jal b al e oo sue gad L giall -

T LQUAR 4] RN IS 0

ScENE FOURTEEN yuluc Ci'l B RvIR-AY
) of
S -
¢ o LA Byl eliyiia . oli 4+
LBy -

.&wig:a.ln‘bi+

) ’&.. [ g _
Scene FIFTEEN judie uu.o(_&” ..\.g.ﬁ&ll
5 p Yl
ERSTWIE

rwlllozr\,-l-
§ opd gibian Jole js€all K llSaG e -
ol e (e el s QU+
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SCENE SIXTEEN _judac uudLa.u.” .Lg.ill
O oJolet) Loss
tellas (e —
.b\,;sﬁl+
T oy, Labaw —
. e o~ s
.J,LOJ.:JLA;&J\ﬂC)fJagJ%JAJI+
e -
.L)Ai.dle+

Scene Seventesn yube polal sl
@l oyl pjd
SPZXT ARV PRV | e
C Al Sy Sal s il o Lse +
. e
T ey (55] L
el el ol saadl +
’ call sanll -

H

§ ] i +
.Qh%”;—
.Z.:.l;g...‘,‘z:\,;ym Y+
ol Yy iy -

¢ Bagd Yy gl +

C sl b -
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Scene Eicureen eyl dgal !
Y éala dgeee ¥
. sod alaa byl clue ~
Sl SaT . aSAN WLk (30 b il L +
el b el Sl -
’ J.a;l+
el LTS8 -
¢ ebijuda g5l
il el .. Al saall +
. all saall -
$ alall g5y +
call saall o Lug S -
¢ 5548 oy +
ey g -
¢ ] o +
clala Yy Y. Y-
ol quiaY Y+
YT
N P9} I
Iga-
.&’Jj_&.iﬂx
.’l,s:.-.+
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address
airplane
and

angry
Arab, Arabic

beautiful
behind
big

book
bookstore
boy

bread

pita bread
building
bus

but

car
cassette tape

chair

city

class / classroom

- 195 -

Ol sae

o

3

1_.‘1. e /[)l.. %




clock / watch
close
coffee
Arabic coffee
American coffee
cold (a cold)
cold (feeling cold)

difficult / hard
door

doctor (M.D., Ph.D.)
drill

easy

Egypt
examination / test
excuse me
exercise

evening

far
fine / good
friend

from

® o5 o7
LS el Bygd

S

o - [ g
Llays / &y

U / Jow
S

-

(reply) ;a3 / Joss

¢lwss




girl I

God ‘ |
expression used when praising someone valll B la L
God willing dila )
in the name of God i r.a.u_l
may God have mercy on him 4:‘:.‘,_3 ]
there is no god but God Ay )y

good / fine TussS / oS ¢ B/

good hearted (for people) / tasty (for food) 1_&;\.]-: / g_.:LJn

good evening (reply) Lol slue — AN ol

good morning (reply) ;4 gline — i3l rlis

good bye (reply) eleliws Ul — Ladladl o

hard / difficult Liria / i
have: I have L_;..s:a.c
he \,:a
headache tl..x’m
hello (reply) oLy Sl —  (Sus) Saf

(reply) r)CaJl;’S;i::, — ‘;S_*..Lc;-)&.‘...dl
(reply) ouioalle /3l — ol

homework —aly

hot (feeling hot) ulia /ol

house / home s
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how ?
how are you?

hungry

I
in

in front of

know: I know
I don't know

lesson

library / bookstore

madam
man
milk
miss
Mr.
Mrs.
money

morning
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name ped
never mind , that's OK (L;‘t‘l"") ‘-’:‘*"L""
new Bagda / sua
no Y
notebook S
numbers rL‘ii,‘l
zero () she
one (1) sl
two (¥) o]
three (%) Wl
four () :L"':"I
five (°) Lol
six () t"“"
seven V) L
eight () L*"'LA:
nine (*) l"‘“‘:'
ten (V.) 3 ,ke
office "":‘S"
old Tapis / pals
page —
paper EIY
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pen / pencil als

please gJ.Lm_ﬁ u-°
please ( come in / go ahead / sit down) ng.n:. / Jaads
professor saliad / 3t

question JI \,:....
- 07
room La,e
sad , upset Ldkesy / oMdes)
say: we say Jsis
how do we say ? ¢ Jsis il
she :,
short Syuiald / yuiald
sick Las o / paa s
small Iudia / yuiia
spacious / wide Iu:u.l s/ (’::"“I D)
street ¢, ol
student L_;:ILL, / __.:ILla

sugar gLom




tape (audio, video)
tea

teacher

telephone

test / examination
text

thank you

thanks be to God
thirsty

this

tired

understand: I understood

1 didn’t understand

watch / clock
water

welcome

wide / spacious
window

with

woman

word

sabinad / 3l

Osials

olass|

(reply) (sie — 1,%a
dia

Llale / ;,L:.LL

sia /13

LU / pLS

¢la

¥ o ¢

(reply) by Sy ST — Sy Saf
Tl / gl

Gl

b‘

Qt"
| e

v
L]
’
-
,




yes

o\,.;i / ';a;
you it /25
you (polite) ..
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COMPONENTS OF THE AL-KITAAB LANGUAGE PROGRAM

BOOKS
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224 pp. ISBN 0-87840-273-X paperback with 3 audio CDs bound in
Al-Kitaab fii Ta ‘allum al-“Arabiyya
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544 pp. ISBN 0-87840-291-8 paperback

Al-Kitaab fii Ta“allum al-‘Arabiyya
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448 pp. 1SBN 0-87840-350-7 paperback
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A Textbook for Arabic: Part Three

480 pp. ISBN 0-87840-272-1 paperback

VIDEOCASSETTES

Alif Baa |
One videocassette:

NTSC ISBN 0-87840-264-0

PAL ISBN 0-87840-266-7

Al-Kitaab, Part One

One videocassette:

NTSC ISBN 0-87840-263-2

PAL ISBN 0-87840-265-9

Complete set of videocassettes for Alif Baa and Al-Kitaab: Part One

Set of two videocassettes, total:

NTSC ISBN 0-87840-294-2

PAL ISBN 0-87840-296-9

An accompanying videocassette for Al-Kitaab, Part Two is available exclusively by contacting
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AUDIO CDs

Al-Kitaab, Part One, Set of four audio compact disks:
ISBN 0-87840-358-2

Al-Kitaab, Part Two, Set of four audio compact disks:
ISBN 0-87840-271-3

FREE ANSWER KEYS shipped with audio CDs or videocassettes:
Answer Key to Alif Baa

12 pp. ISBN 0-87840-297-7

Answer Key to Al-Kitaab, Part One

28 pp. ISBN 0-87840-298-5

FREE ANSWER KEYS shipped with audio CDs only:

Answer Key to Al-Kitaab, Part Two

13 pp. ISBN 0-87840-270-5
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