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Colonialism and Homosexuality

Colonial lands, which in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century
included most of Africa, South and Southeast Asia, and the islands of the
Pacific and Indian Oceans and the Caribbean, provided a haven for Europeans
whose sexual inclinations did not fit neatly into the constraints of European
society. Certain colonies became known as sites of homosexual licence. Bonds
between men in the colonial world ranged across a wide spectrum — from friend-
ship with other Europeans to relationships with native men or boys. Robert
Aldrich argues that homosexual inclination exercised a profound influence on
the political attitudes and artistic works of many Europeans in the colonial
world.

Colonialism and Homosexuality is a thorough investigation of the connecrions
between homosexuality and imperialism from the late 1800s — the era of ‘new
imperialism’ — until the period of decolonisation. Aldrich reconstructs liaisons,
including those of famous men such as Cecil Rhodes, E.M. Forster and André
Gide, and their historical contexts. Each of the case studies is a micro-history of
a particular colonial situation, a sexual encounter and its wider implications for
cultural and polirical life.

Robert Aldrich teaches European and colonial history at the University of
Sydney. He is the author of The Seduction of the Mediterranean (1993} and co-
editor of Who's Who in Gay and Lesbian History and Who's Who in Contemporary
Gay and Lesbian History (both published in 2001 ).
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Introduction
The seduction of the colonies

A number of famous men associated with European imperialism had sexual and
emotional praclivities oriented towards intimacy with other men. Cecil Rhaodes
kept company with a series of young assistants, as did Henry Marton Stanley
{whose one novel, Kaluly, is a love story between two African men). Lawrence of
Arabia dedicared The Seven Pillars of Wisdom to a young Bedouin who had caprured
his heart, and E.M. Forster dedicared A Passage to India to an Indian with whom he
had fallen in love. Hector Macdonald, British commander in Ceylon, committed
suicide when superiors alleged that he was homasexual, and Roger Casement was
executed for treason after revelations of his homosexuality thwarted moves to
pardon the Irish nationalist. On the French side, Arthur Rimbaud, peet turned
trader on the horn of Africa, left his worldly goods to a young male protégé. André
Gide wrote abour his homesexual initiation in Algeria. Marshal Lyautey, France’s
premier imperialist, enjoyed the companionship of virile military subalterns and
rhapsodised about handsome North Africans.

Certain colonies gained fame as sites of homosexual licence. Indeed, in
French slang, ‘faire passer son brevet colonial’ (literally, to give someone an exam-
ination for a colonial diploma} meant to initiate him to sodomy.! Europeans
fantasised about ‘vice’ in the Islamic world, and writers from Gustave Flaubert
to Paul Bowles were seduced by the hammam, the kasbah and the desert.
Cfficials worried about sodomy in France’s disciplinary bartalions in North
Africa and the Foreign Legion, just as the PBritish expressed concern about
homosexual behaviour in penal colonies in Australia. Sydney in the mid-1800s
was called the ‘Sodom of the South Seas’. A homosexual scandal wracked the
Netherlands East Indies in the 19305, and another scandal was hushed up in
British Malaya. Islands such as Bali and Ceylon attracted homosexual writers
and painters throughout the colonial era.

Homeosexual misbehaviour was not a matter just of private life, as scandals,
tragedies and court cases illustrated. Explorers channelled energies into expedi-
tions and homoerotic friendships rather than ‘normal’ married life. Wilhelm
von Humboldrt left Germany for South America after what appears the failure of
a relationship with a man, while Russia’s most famous Central Asian explorer,
Nikolay Przhevalsky, preferred the camaraderie of male assistants to the plea-
sures of a wife. The imperial vocations of Rhodes, Lyautey and James Brooke,
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the Rajah of Sarawak, owed much to sexual ambivalence. Edward Carpenter’s
and Forster’s interest in India grew from friendship with South Asians in
Britain. The anti-colonial sentiments of Jean Genet and the pied-noir poet Jean
Sénac were bound to their homosexuality. Those writers, as well some other
leading men of letters inspired by the colonial experience — Melville, Loti,
Couperus — transposed homoerotic overseas experiences into literary classics.

This book explores connections between male homosexuality and European
imperialism through the lives and careers of selected figures, primarily in the
British and French empires, in the hundred years after the mid-nineteenth
century. The aim is neither to ‘out’ imperialists or colonials, nor to argue that
homosexuality forms the pivot for conquest and rule of foreign domains (or
oppoasition to European domination}. By looking at homesexual aspects of
imperial and colonial history, and at imperial and colonial aspects of the histary
of homosexuality, it suggests that sexual ambivalence and the desire of certain
men for emotional and physical union with male partners produced a direct and
identifiable influence on their public lives, whether in political actions, philo-
sophical beliefs or artistic and literary creations. It also illustrates the variety of
homosexual relationships in colonial contexts, from lofty and ostensibly inno-
cent evocations of male beauty in speeches or memoirs to outright pornography,
from stories of lave to cases of rape, from long-lasting and heart-felt romances to
promiscuity and prostitution.

My approach is historical and biographical; sources include archival docu-
ments, court records, unpublished manuscripts, autobiographical writings, works
of fiction and poetry, paintings and photographs, as well as secondary sources.
Exoticism, Orientalism and imperialism are linked, and | have not tried to
untangle them. However, geographically, | have concentrated on areas of formal
European imperial contral, though with one or two pertinent other examples.

Following an explosion of work on the history of sexuality, and renewed
interest in colonial and imperial history, recent years have seen increased research
on sexuality and imperialism, gender and empire, and non-Western sexualities.
Ronald Hyam's pioneering Empire and Sexuality, published in 1990, analysed
British attitudes and policies towards sexuality at home and abroad, and argued
that colonies provided opportunities for diverse sorts of sexual licence. Hyam
indeed suggested thar a sexual imperative formed part of the imperial exercise.?
Subsequent monographs, written from traditional, archives-based approaches or
using literary deconstruction, post-modernism and post-colonialism, have
examined the gendered nature of overseas expansion, the ways in which sexual
identities were constructed, evolving patterns of masculinity and the
representation of sexuality in literature and art.’ Most scholars agree, despite
methodological and doctrinal disputes, that sex and gender, as well as
‘commerce and Christianity’, were important factors in the colonial equation.

The general connections between travel and sex have also been explored,
notably by lan Littlewood, though he largely excludes the colonial world from
his discussion. Since the Grand Tour, connoisseurs, pilgrims and rebels -
Lirtlewood’s three categaries of tourists — have journeyed abroad, with sex as
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ane of the goals of travel; for tourists such as Americans in Paris in the 1920s,
‘travel was itself a form of sexual expression’. Travel, Littlewood argues, was a
great source of unease for moralists at home as foreign experiences undermined
moral absolures, the perceived ‘immorality’ of the Mediterranean and destina-
tions further afield providing ideological challenges, cultural inspiration and
liberating influences. To homeosexuals, such sites as Tangier appeared the
‘antithesis” of a straight-laced middle-class Western civilisation thart rebels fled,
and their pent-up urges were more likely to be vented overseas than at home. ‘It
is the homaosexual tourist,” Littlewood adds with reference to figures ranging
from Gide to Joe Orton, ‘more than any other, who has promoted the interplay
of sex, travel and subversion.”

The colonies provided many possibilities of homoeroticism, homesociality
and homosexuality — a variety of perspectives and experiences by which men
expressed attraction to other men {or male youths}. Some European men found
sexual partners, whether for casual encounters or longer-term relationships,
among fellow Europeans or indigenous men. Others enjoyed the homasociality
of predominantly male expeditions, military barracks, trading outposts and
missionary stations. The gendered nature of expansion, in which men monopo-
lised many imperial activities, and where manly virtues were championed,
created situations congenial to intimate male bonding. The imbalance in the
sex ratio between European men and women, and the limired range of sexual
partners in some outposts, encouraged ‘situational’ homosexuality. The world
outside Europe, as well, provided ample material for portrayal of exotic men in
literature and art.

Having homosexual proclivities does not necessarily imply sexual (or, more
specifically, genital} relations with someone else. Obstacles inhibiting physical
expression of sexual desire include psychological repression, religious vows or
beliefs, fear of disease, lack of reciprocated affections or opportunities, pressures
from the police, religious officials and medical autharities {and punishments for
contravening accepted mores}, and distance from or absence of a belaved. In
the lare nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, when many Europeans
considered sexual continence a virtue, lack of physical relations should not be
surprising. This does not mean that sexual needs and desires were not present.
Furthermore, boundaries between homosexuality, intimate friendship, male
bonding and paternalistic or avuncular sentiments were extremely porous, and
mateship could and did veer off into sexual intimacy.

Restricting discussion of homosexuality to cases in which incontravertible
evidence of physical intercourse can be found narrows the range of human
emotions, and imposes a burden of proof on students of the history of homosex-
uality not expected from those studying heterosexuality. Indeed, demand for
‘proaf” of homosexuality is a contestable exigency, even though many writers go
to great lengths to show that their subjects were not homosexual (sometimes by
simply ignoring evidence}. Moralists fear that implications of homaosexualiry
tarnish esteemed figures, or that a focus on the sexual life of public figures is
Inappropriate.
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For some Europeans abroad (and non-Europeans), homosexual encounters
were circumstantial, because of lack of female partners, the result of chance
meetings or pent-up frustrations, or part of the violence perpetrated throughout
the colonial world. Others first realised or accepted their homosexual inclina-
tions while overseas, different cultures and climates stimulating desires and
liberating libidas. Still others went overseas intentionally to seek out homo-
sexual encounters, heading for countries where traditions tolerated or fostered
such relationships.

Colonialism and imperialism, in theory, aimed to ser up respectable, loyal
and profitable European outposts overseas, and to impart European (generally
Christian} virtues to ‘savages’ and ‘heathen’; in this design, homosexuality had
no place. Paradoxically, however, colonialism — to the horror of stay-at-home
moralists — encouraged sexual irregularity, hererosexual and homosexual. Male
bonding proved essential to the colonial adventure, especially on the frontier,
during warfare and in the pioneer period preceding arrival of large numbers of
European women. Confinement of lusty young men to military cantonments {or
other same-sex milieux} created a hothouse of sexual urges, with trespassing
across sexual borders bound to occur. Hierarchical relations — master to slave,
entrepreneur to employee, officer to subaltern, colonist to houseboy — facilitated
sexual expectations and demands. The relative wealth of Europeans overseas
made the exchange of sex for money or other advanrages easy.

The frequency of homosexuality in the colonies is difficult to judge. Some
contemporary observers, and many later historians, minimised the extent of
homosexuality, seeing it as an unfortunate consequence of harsh conditions, the
‘perversion’ of a few individuals, the vice of ‘natives’. Other commentators
opined {with little evidence} that hot climares favoured homasexual vice, and
that colonials prey to the cafard — a general malaise induced by hot weather,
rough conditions, loneliness and boredom — were prone to sexual excess.
Statistics on arrests and trials for homosexual offences from late colonial Papua
New Guinea (to use one example} suggest that the incidence of homosexuality
was far from trivial, and an enquiry in Australia in the 1830s highlighted with
consternation the alarming frequency of sodomy in prison colonies. Folk wisdom
has always proclaimed that homosexual practices were rife in North Africa.

Homeosexuality in the colonies regularly troubled administrators and
commentators, though historians differ on their interprerations. Robert C.
Young remarks that ‘concern about racial amalgamation tended if anything to
encourage same-sex sex {(playing the imperial game was, after all, already an
implicitly homa-eratic practice). Better to enjoy the pleasures of homoerotic
sex than the dangers of hererosexual miscegenation, thought the colonialists.
Young adds that ‘feminisation’ of indigenous peoples encouraged illicit attrac-
tions.” Ann Laura Stoler, by contrast, suggests that in the Durch case, art least,
‘concubinage between European men and native women was considered an
alternative, albeit an unattractive one, to homosexuality among the ranks’.%

Calculating whether there were proportionately more homosexuals among
expatriate populations than in Europe is impossible because of incomplere
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records, lack of criminalisation of homosexual practices in many colonies, the
clandestine and ‘closeted’ nature of encounters, and the necessity to restrict
homosexuality to ‘proven’ cases of physical contact in order to total sums. Lack
of documentation has generally limited research on colonial homosexuality.
Two illustrations suffice. Stoler, a specialist of the East Indies, remarks that the

absent presence of the dangers of homosexuality...is striking. What is more,
in the Durtch archives, the threat of homesexual desire among stolid Durch
agents of empire, of the colonial middenstand, is rarely if ever mentioned.
When homosexuality is breached, it is always in the form of a deflected
discourse, one about sodomitical Chinese plantation coolies, abour degen-
erate subaltern European soldiers, never about respectable Dutch men.

Stoler admits that ‘my silence on this issue...reflects my long-term and failed
efforts to identify any sources that do more than assume or obliquely allude to
this “evil”.” Christian Henriort, writing on Shanghai, justifies not covering male
prostitution by saying that ‘the case of homosexual prostitution is still more
revealing about the evident trouble thar this subject caused both authorities and
Chinese saciety and its elites: the silence is almost total, although the existence
of such prostitution is admitred’.?

By the late nineteenth century, a widespread belief circulated in Europe
that homosexuality {and other sexual deviance} was endemic in the non-
European world. The perception, and (to a limited extent} the reality, of the
empire as a homosexual playground must not be underestimated. Homosexual
men fleeing legal persecution in Britain, Germany and the Netherlands (and
cultural disapprobation, if not criminal prosecution, in France} often found a
warm welcome in the colonies, though when behaviour became too indiscreer,
they suffered condemnation and conviction. [tinerancy has remained a prime
trait of modern homosexuals, migrating from countryside to city, leaving the
provinces for fin de siécle Paris or Weimar Berlin, journeying to Capri,
Taormina and other mythic Mediterranean sites. Colonies provided further
destinarions, at a time when imperial propagandists, popular writers and newly
established travel agencies promoted overseas journeys, while the colonial
administration, the military and private businesses offered jobs to those willing
to temprt their chances abroad.”

According to Frangoise d’Eaubonne, ‘The colonies had the privilege of
seeing a great many men flourish in this domain [of homosexuality].”!? For Jean-
Edern Hallier, ‘Homosexuals, pure, heroic and martial, were the spearhead of
this childish dream which constituted French colonisation.”!! Christian Gury
makes an ambit claim: ‘Homophilia represents a common trait of all of the great
colonials, whether British or French, and the connecting thread which makes
sense of their destinies.’!? Theorising abour the ‘discourse of effeminacy’ in
colonial writing, Sarah Suleri locates a homophile common denominator in
European expansion: ‘Both the desire and the disempowerment implicit in such
a formulation [abourt effeminate Asian ‘natives’] underscore the predominantly
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homaeratic cast assumed by the narrative of colonialism.”'? Ashis Nandy identi-
fies an ‘unconscious homo-eroticized bonding’ linking British colonial men and
their Indian male subjects, and hypothesises about ways in which this facilitated
Indian strategies of resistance to British rule.'* Nandy also points out that
homosexuality (especially when the Oscar Wilde affair burst in Britain} came
up against the sexual norm, ‘a basic postulare of the colonial attitude in Britain’,
which mandated heterosexuality, marriage, monogamy, child-rearing and family
life as essential values of civilised society. A figure such as Wilde was ‘an unself-
aware, but more or less complere, critic of the polirical culture which sired
colonialism’.'® In short, homosexuals — and homosexuality — played a far more
significant and diverse role in colonialism than many would allow.

Writing about homosexuality and imperialism

In 1970, d'Eaubonne remarked on the lack of scholarly work on homasexuals in
the colonies.'® A quarter of a century later, Madeleine Rebérioux, in a preface
to an anthology of writings on Amours coloniales, which conspicuously included
no homosexual instances, regretted the lacuna and again pointed to the subject
as one deserving attention.!” Yet a number of well-known recent books on
gender in colonies still elude discussion of homosexuality.'®

Few historical studies have been published on homesexuality and European
expansion. Hyam's book is a notable exception because of the considerable
attention it pays to colonial men with homosexual inclinations, one of the first
{and still only} books by mainstream colonial and imperial historians to address
the issue in a direct and extended fashion. Many other historians of the British
Empire, and almost all colonial historians of France, have remained reticent
about homesexuality, though hidden in a few books are brief descriptions or
anecdotes — a priest dismissed for homosexual dalliance in Tahiti, a bishap
forced into retirement in the Solomon Islands, an administrator suspected of
homosexuality in Nigeria. Historians of homesexuality, too, have paid surpris-
ingly little atrention to colonial homesexuality. The most comprehensive body
of work on settler colonies comes from Australia; other British dominions await
comparable treatment.!” Also largely uncharted, other than the case of Tangier,
are expatriate communities in other colonial outposts.

Biographers have a mixed record on homosexuality. Tim Jeal’s biography of
Baden-Powell and John E. Mack’s of Lawrence of Arabia, which dared to discuss
their sexual dissidence, provoked considerable criticism for doing so; a book on
the homosexuality of Marshal Lyautey, by contrast, attracted little attention in
France. Among other biographers of imperial political figures, Frank McLynn is
one of the few to face head on the question of homosexuality. Recent writers on
Lord Kitchener and Arthur Rimbaud have gone out of their way to exculparte
them from allegations of homosexual behaviour overseas. Only biographies of
men of letters, such as Gide or Forster, are more expansive. Homosexualiry
remains a delicate issue in studying the colonial greatr and good, and even the
marginal and suspect. 0
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Anthropologists have shown greater energy in investigating same-sex
behaviour in indigenous cultures, a welcome addition to scholarly literature.
Baoks on homasexual practices in Melanesia, Japan, China, the Islamic world
and sub-Saharan Africa are now available, although gaps remain. In examining
the construction of sexuality outside the West, ethnologists have been less
interested, however, in interactions berween local and foreign cultures. Their
aim has been to understand sexual dynamics in traditional societies, outside the
context of Judeo-Christian and Western ideologies. One historical anthro-
pology that does look at the interaction is Rudy Bleys’s study of Europeans’
discavery, from the 1500s through to the 1800s, of {to them} non-standard
same-sex practices, including initiation rites, male ‘marriages’, intimare bonding
and transsexual and transgender behaviour. Bleys’s excellent work demonstrates
how such discoveries profoundly upset Europeans’ sexual outlooks, and provided
challenges paradoxically both to ‘moralise’ the rest of the world and to reassess
Western sexual verities.?!

Relarionships between Europeans and ‘the other’ have become a staple for
scholars interested in Orientalism. Edward Said had little to say about homosex-
uality, and he and others have been raken to task for, in the words of Jaseph
Baone, the ‘conspicuously heterasexual interpretive framework’.?2 The most
detailed treatment of homosexuality in colonial fiction from the post-colonialist
perspective is Christopher Lane’s The Rading Passion.?’

Two seminal cross-disciplinary articles represented path-breaking work on
colonialism and homosexuality. A subtly reasoned and rich study by Joseph
Boone examines the ‘homeerotics of Orientalism’ by canvassing the writings of
British and French novelists of Egypt, the Maghreb and the Middle East. He
explores the ways in which travellers came into contact with homosexual prac-
tices in the Islamic world, and what their experiences meant for their lives and
works. Boone analyses the economy of sexual barter in the Near East, the ways
in which Europeans exercised fantasies abour foreign men, yet mainrained a
blinkered vision of [slamic realities, and how Western and Muslim sexualities
colluded and collided.?* Rudi Bleys has looked at the ‘textuality of the imagi-
nary paradise’, the nomadic instinct of homosexuals and the complex but
‘profound relation...between travelling in other cultures and the experience of
a homosocial or homosexual sensibility’ from 1800 to 1980. Bleys thus links
European discovery of different sexualities with colonial encounters and post-
colonial experiences.??

This book differs from earlier studies in several ways. lts geographical
focus is broader than the Pritish imperial experience, as it examines the
French colonial empire, Australian rule in Papua New Guinea and, to a
limired degree, the Dutch epoch in the East Indies. In addition to North
Africa, South and South-East Asia and Polynesia, it provides extended case
studies of Australia and Melanesia. The book is also broad in its sexual
spectrum, looking at homosexual sex per se, and at homoeroticism and
homeosociality, including representations in art and literature. It also looks
at a larger group of individuals than is sometimes the case. While some of
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the figures discussed are well known, others — G.E Green, Jean Sénac,
Frangois Augiéras, Hubert Stowitts — have received little previous attention.
Finally, this study gives greater space than is usual to the ‘native’ partners
and friends of European men, with as derailed a portrait as possible of
Kalulu, Athmann ben Saleh, Ponnambalam Arunachalam, Mohammed el-
Adl and Syed Ross Masood.

This study, however, is not primarily about the colonised ‘other’ and his
emotional commitments and sexual behaviour. | try to provide the context in
which local men, for whatever motivarion, contracted intimate relationships
with foreigners, but | do not claim to see into the ‘native’ mind. | do not have
the pretension of expounding in a detailed manner, and from an ‘indigenous’
point of view, on sexual imperatives and options in non-Western society. As
interesting as such a project on the foreign perspective on inter-ethnic encoun-
ters would be, that is the not the abject of the present work.

Two other caveats must be noted. This book is not concerned with lesbians
overseas, another undoubredly fascinating topic. Only exceptionally do [ discuss
European lesbians, for example, Annemarie Schwarzenbach. The attraction of
the colonies to such heterodox women as Isabelle Eberhardt and Odette de
Puygaudeau, the emergence of lesbian identities and nerworks in settler soci-
eties, and scientific and literary discussions of ‘native’ lesbianism would make an
interesting and important study. | can only hope that some scholar will soon
undertake that research.

Finally, partly because of constraints of space, | do not look in depth at post-
colonial sexual tourism and interethnic homosexual relations in the
contemporary world. [ have given rather short shrift to sexual travellers and
expatriates even during the last decades of the imperial period, preferring to
concentrate on the high age of imperialism. Many themes and characteristics
that appear in this study of colonialism and homesexuality nevertheless persist
in the period after colonies gained independence. That, too, would make an
arresting subject for research.

Colonial homosexuality

Aimed at both the general reader and the academic specialist, the present book
brings together well-known and new material on colonial homosexuality in
diverse situations. [t follows from my earlier study on homosexuals in the
Mediterranean. | have suggested that, particularly before the emergence of a
self-identified, affirmative and militant ‘gay’ identity from the mid-twentieth
century onwards, European homosexual desire manifested itself in certain iden-
tifiable but coded fashions, for instance, a wvogue for aestheticism or a
fascination with working-class men.?® A particularly important connection was
identification between Northern homosexuals and the European
Mediterranean, both the Mediterranean of the classical world, where homosex-
uals found legitimation for reprobate desires, and the latter-day Mediterranean,
where travellers visited ancient ruins, Renaissance galleries and baroque
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churches, enjoyed the sea and sun, and found sexual partners.?” Colonialism and
Homosexuality represents another case, muutatis mutandis, of homosexual men
looking for sexual and emotional companionship away from home, the ways
their desires melded into public actions and political beliefs, and how art and
writing reflected experiences: the seduction of the colonies, or perhaps the
seduction of the tropics, the desert and exotic islands. [t is no surprise that, even
in ‘darkest Africa’ or ‘primitive Oceania’, homoerotic writing described a
comely local man as Ganymede or Antinous, and harked back to paradigms of
‘Socratic love’; some travellers felt that they had discovered a homosexual Eden
or equatorial Athens overseas.?8

Several issues need addressing at this point. Almost all men discussed in this
baok, though to much varying degrees, accepted ideas current in the colonial
age about ‘natives’. Racialist and racist stereotypes abounded. Romanticisation
and idealisation of foreign cultures — or, conversely, denigration of them — were
common, along with wild fantasies about the luxuriance of the hammam,
Africans’ generous genital endowments, Asians’ passivity and the beauty and
virility of half-naked ‘savages’. Homoerotic writing and art lauding the physical
attributes of foreign men participated in race-based stereotyping.?® Furthermore,
travellers and expatriates assumed that almost any foreign man was available to
a passing European, and money could buy sex, if not love. Relations of power
permeated colonial sexual culture. Non-European men were regularly and
systematically ‘objectified” and ‘commeodified” (to use currently fashionable
terms). European homosexuals were more often interested in their partners’
bodies than their minds. With notable exceptions, few made real attempts to
understand the cultures of men they bedded; some remained blithely uncon-
cerned abour the political disenfranchisement, economic exploitation and
cultural alienation to which colonialism had reduced subject populations. A
nostalgic thought and a wistful wave were sometimes, though not always, the
only indications that Europeans felt much regret about their return to a world of
privilege and power, leaving their barefoot partners in countries ravaged by
conquerors.

The personal histories recorded here must be seen in the context of
European expansion, an enterprise based on arrogation of Europeans’ right to
rule the rest of the world, establishment and maintenance of unequal relations
between colonialists and colonised peaples, extraction of human and natural
resources, and the racist ideologies that underpinned imperialism. Lack of
deep concern for colonised people by many figures, and the unabashed sabre
rattling and flag waving of a few, make more poignant the courage of those
who raised voices against imperialism, and the extreme effort of ones who
attempted to breach barriers of race and class. Examples of long-standing
friendships — Carpenter and Arunachalam, Forster and Masood — and cases of
men, like Sénac, who cast their lot with anti-imperialists, are powerful
reminders that homosexual proclivities led to opposition to colonialism as
well as promotion of expansion, to murually beneficial relationships as well as
exploirtation.
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A second issue is paedophilia, or, more properly, inter-generarional sexual
relationships. A number of the figures were attracted to, or had sexual rela-
tions with, young men, generally in their late adolescence; only rarely did a
European man show sexual interest in a pre-pubescent boy. Desire of adult
men for younger partners has been widespread in Europe and overseas, with
antecedents reaching back to Antiquity. Present-day laws make sexual rela-
tions with minors illegal, but ages of consent have varied widely. In Britain,
the age of consent for girls was twelve until 1875, and there was none for
boys; in most continental European countries, it remained below sixreen for
both sexes — thirteen for girls and boys in early twentieth-century France,
twelve in Iraly. During the late 1800s and early 1900s, there was no legal age
of consent for males in India, Ceylon, China, Japan and parts of Australia,*
Nort all sexual encounters that would now be criminal acts with ‘minors’ were
then legally penalised. Furthermore, in many cultures, sexual initiation,
sexual relations {of various sorts} and marriage generally occurred at preco-
cious ages, especially where there was no premium on male chastity before
marriage. Many adolescent males in Africa, Asia and the Pacific would prob-
ably have been sexually active, whether their relations were with compatriots
or foreigners.

Another sensitive issue is prostitution. Male prostitution existed in Europe
and abroad - London had half a dozen brothels with men in the mid-
twentieth century. Male brothels in Tientsin, China, employed 800 sex
workers around 1900, and there were half a dozen male brothels in
Singapore.®! Institutionalised male prostitution existed elsewhere as well.
Furthermore, areas where sailors and soldiers congregated were generally
known as fertile ground for men searching out partners for pay. However, the
phenomenon of prostitution is awkward to delimit. Many people provide
some material benefit for bedfellows — money, food, accommodation, employ-
ment or preferment. This was particularly commeon, for both female and male
partners of Europeans, in the colonial world, where racial and class differences
were marked. The transactional nature of these arrangements might or might
not be exploirative.

A final issue is misogyny. Several men discussed here clearly did not care for
women, either as sexual partners or social companions, and many seemed uncom-
fortable in dealings with women. The ethes of the colonial world (and indeed of
much European public life in the imperial age} was masculine, with women
excluded, and a current of misogyny underlay European life. Colonial homosex-
uals, however, were not necessarily women-haters, and facile links between
homosexuality and misogyny are spurious. QQuite a number were married and
hisexual; others had close women friends and confidantes. Most ‘natives” who had
sex with European men, or bonded intimately with them, became husbands and
fathers. [n societies and in an age where private or public affirmation of an exclu-
sively homosexual identity was rare (and that very concept was a modern Western
construct}, many men, easily or with difficulty, moved across the continuum
between what we consider homosexuality and heterosexuality.
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These comments point to the complexity of understanding sexual, social and
other cleavages in past times and foreign places. They also indicate — as with
the imprecise differences between homasexual erotic desire, intimate friendship
and avuncular sentiments — the porosity of boundaries: between adolescence
and adulthood, free and paid sexual favours, exclusive homosexuality and exclu-
sive hererosexuality, situational behaviour and confirmed identities. The age of
imperialism, not coincidentally, marked the time when many of these defini-
tions and differences were being articulared.

A brief word on nomenclature is necessary. | generally use colonialism
{which, in English, refers more specifically to establishment of settler societies
while, in French, it often means acquisition and administration of formal
colonies} and imperialism {which, particularly in French, refers to a more
general process of foreign domination in both ‘formal’ and especially
‘informal’ spheres of influence} synonymously, although differences should at
places be clear. ‘Homosexual’ {and homosexuality}, coined in the late nine-
teenth century, achieved wider currency than ‘Urning’, ‘Uranian’, ‘invert’,
‘homeophile’ and other labels, bur gradually gave way to ‘gay’ and, latterly in
some quarters, to ‘queer’. Particular socio-economic and cultural conditions
patterned, or constructed, sexual behaviour, and a homosexual identiry
immutable across history and geography is improbable. This is even more
certainly the case in non-European societies. Recognising the permurtations of
sexuality in different epochs and places, | nevertheless use ‘homasexual’ for
convenience, preferable to the cumbersome ‘same-sex’ or similar expressions.
‘Homosocial’ and ‘homoerotic’ are used in their standard, more general,
senses,

After a prologue, on a world tour of ‘the art of colonial love’ by a French
milirary doctor, the five chapters in the first section of this book look at groups
of men with homosexual inclinations active in the colonies: explorers, military
officers, civilian sertlers, writers and artists. There is then a chapter on men
who paid the price for sexual indiscretion through scandals and tragedies. The
second section, on sites of colonial homosexuality, focuses on case studies of
Australia and Melanesia, and then on the British in South Asia and the
French in North Africa, with E.M. Forster providing a connection berween the
last two areas. The final section comprises a chapter on homosexuality and
anti-colonialism, with an epilogue on homosexual travellers in the last years of
empire.
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Prologue
The art of colonial homosexual love

In 1893, a book entitled I’ Art &’ aimer aux colonies by Dr Jacobus X was published
in Paris. The auther, clealy writing under a nom de phime, identified himself as a
medical dactor in the French Navy with years of colonial experience. He was also
a disciple of Ambroise Tardieu, a sexologist famous for medico-legal study of sex
crimes who asserted that it was possible to find physiological evidence of homo-
sexuality. Jacobus was a member of the Société d’Ethnographie and the Alliance
Scientifique Universelle, and an officer of the Légion d'Honneur and the Ordre le
I'Instruction Publique. He published several baoks on sexualirty, as well as a study
of the Marquis de Sade (who, he argued, was a ‘degenerate invert’, or homo-
sexual).! DAvt d’aimer aux colonies, his first book, Jacabus declared, was ‘not an
obscene work but a psychological document on the general history of Love in the
human race’ — a noble purpose somewhat compromised by the inclusion of sixteen
illustrations of naked ‘native’ women. In almost 400 pages, he discussed sexual
behaviour in Indo-China, the French West Indies, Oceania and Africa, basing his
statements (he claimed} on clinical observations and on evidence provided by
colleagues (though the book contains no scholarly apparatus).?

L’ Art d’aimer atx colonies provides an inventory of sex as practised in indige-
nous non-European societies, and a catalogue of liaisons contracted between
Europeans and colonised people. In voyeuristic detail, Jacobus describes the
genitals of women and men, and was especially assiduous in phalloplethysmog-
raphy, measuring the size of penises and comparing dimensions across races. He
lists the va