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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

The  Country Living Guide to Rural England – Northamptonshire  published by Travel Publishing in conjunction with  Country Living Magazine,  is one of a series of county-based digital travel guides covering England which will be made available to readers free of charge through the  All About You website and through Travel Publishing’s own websites. 

The guides are based on the popular series of Country Living Guides to Rural England published in printed form which can be purchased through the  All About You  bookshop , Country Living Magazine, high street bookshops, internet retailers and Travel Publishing. 

This digital guide to Northamptonshire is published in PDF format which means that you can browse the guide page by page or simply search for specific villages or towns (see pages 4 and 5). You can also print off individual pages of your choice if you are planning a visit to a particular area of Northamptonshire or, alternatively, the whole of the digital guide. 

If you want more information on the places to see, stay, eat, drink or shop advertised in this guide all you need to do is click on the relevant website or e-mail address contained in the advertisement. 

We do hope you like using this version of the  Country Living rural guide and that it helps you enjoy exploring Northamptonshire. We are always interested in receiving comments on places covered (or not covered) in our guides so please do not hesitate to give us your considered comments by e-mailing us on

 info@travelpublishing.co.uk. 

For more information on other titles in the Country Living Rural Guide series or any other Travel Publishing titles (printed or digital) or to buy a printed guide please visit the  All About You website on  www.allaboutyou.com/countryliving

or one of the Travel Publishing websites -  www.travelpublishing.co.uk and

 www.findsomewhere.co.uk. 
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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
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Although it is a relatively small county, 

Another royal death is commemorated by
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Northamptonshire has a lot to offer but, as it the two elaborate Eleanor Crosses erected by Stilton
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Brigstock

Oundle

is crossed by some of  the country’s major

a grieving King Edward I to mark the places

Barnwell

Desborough

Wadenhoe

Great

Great

Street Aston

Oxendon

routes, it is also one that is often bypassed. 

where the coffin bearing his wife Eleanor to
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Harrington

Rothwell

Sudborough

Welford

Thrapston

Kettering

Old

Orton

The county town, Northampton, along with

London from Nottinghamshire rested

Weston

Naseby

Rugby

Molesworth

Guilsborough

Lamport

other local towns, is famed for its shoe

overnight. One is at Geddington, near

Dunchurch

Crick


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

Finedon


Raunds

Irthlingborough

Brixworth

industry although Northamptonshire

Kettering; the second on the outskirts of

Wellingborough

Kimbolton

Willoughby

Hill

Long

Moulton

Rushden

West

remains, essentially, a farming county littered

Northampton; only two others of  the

Buckby

Earls

Perry

Southam

Barton

Keysoe

Daventry

Wollaston

Northampton

with ancient market towns and rural villages. 

original 12 crosses survive. 
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Keysoe

Weedon

Row

Hellidon

Ladbroke

Harold

However, it is its long history that is most

The county boasts two extraordinary

Wootton

Yardley

Bugbrooke


BEDFORDSHIRE

Upper
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Preston

Boddington

Clapham

Capes

Lavendon

Hackleton

interesting – the decisive battle of  Naseby

Elizabethan buildings – the Triangular Lodge

Blisworth

Aston

Olney

Canons

Bedford

le Walls

Roade

Ashby


MILTON

was fought on its soil and it was at the now

Warmington

at Rushton, and Lyveden New Bield near


KEYNES

Culworth


Towcester

Great

Bourton

Newport

ruined Fotheringay Castle that Mary Queen

Kempston

Brigstock, both of  them expressing a deeply

Silverstone

Pagnell

Whittlebury

Milton 

Wroxton

Middleton

Old

Cranfield

Keynes 

of  Scots was executed. 

Cheney

religious symbolism. The roll-call of

Stratford

Shefford

Banbury

Whitfield

Ampthill

Akeley

Brackley

Northamptonshire is shaped like a laurel

outstanding churches in the county includes

Flitwick

Woburn Sands

Bloxham

Nash

Aynho

Woburn

Bletchley

Buckingham

leaf, with the River Nene a distinctive feature. All Saints at Brixworth, one of  the finest Deddington

Little Brickhill

Barton-le-Clay

Padbury

Newton

Purcell

Wherever one journeys across the county one Anglo-Saxon churches in England and the is never far from its banks and the reflection

only one still in use; the tiny church at Slapton

of the trees in high summer on its

with its glorious medieval wall paintings; and

Towns and Villages

shimmering waters can be quite breathtaking. 

the Church of  the Holy Sepulchre in

Please click on any of the towns and villages

The alluvial soils and gravel terraces of  the

Northampton – the largest and best-preserved

listed below for information on that location. 

Nene Valley have been continuously farmed

Norman round church in the country. 

since Neolithic times and there are remains

Land-locked though it is, Northamptonshire

Althorp

pg 7

Easton-on-the-Hill

pg 33

Oundle

pg 33

of  many Anglo-Saxon settlements. 

has an abundance of canals, rivers and lakes. 

Ashby St Ledgers

pg 17

Flore

pg 17

Pitsford

pg 11

A  county of  great landowners, 

The River Nene is navigable right from the

Ashton

pg 34

Fotheringhay

pg 34

Podington

pg 29

Northamptonshire also has many royal

Wash into the heart of  Northampton and links

Aynho

pg 22

Geddington

pg 23

Pytchley

pg 27

Blisworth

pg 19

Greens Norton

pg 23

Raunds

pg 27

connections. The original Rockingham Castle

up with the Grand Union Canal. The Canal

Brackley

pg 21

Guilsborough

pg 10

Rockingham

pg 31

was built by William the Conqueror; Richard

Museum in the popular canalside village of

Brigstock

pg 33

Harringworth

pg 32

Rushton

pg 30

III was born at Fotheringhay Castle, Mary

Stoke Bruerne provides an insight into 200

Byfield

pg 16

Higham Ferrers

pg 27

Salcey Forest

pg 15

Canons Ashby

pg 17

Holdenby

pg 10

Silverstone

pg 21

Queen of  Scots was beheaded there; Charles

years of  history and traditions on the county’s

Castle Ashby

pg 12

Horton

pg 15

Slapton

pg 21

I spent several months in captivity at

waterways. 

Chapel Brampton

pg 10

Irchester

pg 28

Stoke Bruerne

pg 20

Holdenby Hall, at that time the largest house

Sporting enthusiasts will find plenty to

Charwelton

pg 16

Irthlingborough

pg 27

Sulgrave

pg 22

in England; and in more recent times, 

Corby

pg 31

Kelmarsh

pg 30

Thrapston

pg 25

interest them, including National Hunt racing

Cottesbrooke

pg 11

Kettering

pg 23

Towcester

pg 19

Althorp entered the national consciousness as at Towcester, football (Northampton Town, 

Daventry

pg 15

King’s Sutton

pg 22

Twywell

pg 24

the childhood home of  Diana, Princess of

Rushden & Diamonds), drag racing at Santa

Deene

pg 32

Kingsthorpe

pg 11

Upper Stowe

pg 17

Wales, and as her final resting place. 

Pod.....and the world conker championships

Desborough

pg 31

Lamport

pg 29

Weldon

pg 33

Earls Barton

pg 11

Lyveden New Bield

pg 33

Wellingborough

pg 28

at Ashton near Oundle! 

East Carlton

pg 31

Naseby

pg 29

Woodford

pg 25

East Haddon

pg 10

Northampton

pg 6
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reputed to be the second largest in the

in the Wren style, with ornate plasterwork by

with lakes, aviaries and the museum

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

Northampton

country. 

Edward Goudge and two organs by JS

mentioned above. Other outdoor attractions

A  Church of the Holy Sepulchre    A  Guildhall

For centuries Northampton has been

Walker; and the wonderful Church of  the

include Delapre Park, where the Cluniac

A  Eleanor Cross    B  Central Museum & Art Gallery associated with the shoemaking trade. 

Holy Sepulchre, one of  only four remaining Abbey was built in 1145; and Hunsbury Hill Tradition has it that in 1213 a pair of  boots

round churches in the kingdom. Founded by

Country Park, where the Iron Age hill fort

B  Abington Museum

was made here for King John, and the first

Simon de Senlis, 1st Earl of  Northampton, 

can still be seen – this park is also home to

I  Nene White Water Centre

large order came in 1642 when 4,000 pairs of

to commemorate his safe return from the

the Northamptonshire Ironstone Railway

Much of  its face is modern, but the capital

shoes and 600 pairs of  boots were made for

Crusades in 1100, it is often known as the

Trust’s museum and railway. Northampton’s

of  the county has a wealth of  history for the

the army. The industry grew rapidly

Soldiers Church and carries battle scars from

sports and leisure facilities are abundant: two

visitor to discover. At least 6,000 years ago a

throughout the county and by the end of  the

the Wars of  the Roses. It is the oldest

of the best are Billing Aquadrome with

camp was set up at Briar Hill, and more

1800s, 40% of the population was involved

standing building in Northampton and is

extensive fishing and moorings and, opened

recent traces of early settlements in the area

in the shoe trade. People like Philip Manfield

almost identical to the original in Jerusalem. 

in 1999, the Nene White Water Centre with

date from between 700BC and 50AD. The

and William Barrett were just two of  the

The most prestigious building in town is

facilities for wild water rafting, kayaking , 

Domesday Book of 1086 shows

major players who started their businesses in

certainly the Guildhall, a gem of  Victorian

safety rescue training and many flatwater

Northampton as a town of  300 houses, 

Northampton and grew them into extensive

architecture built in 1864 by Edward Godwin activities. It has the UK’s first pumped comparable in size to Derby or Nottingham. 

chains. William Barrett gave his name to the

and later extended by Matthew Holding and

artificial whitewater course. 

Richard I granted the town its first charter in

maternity hospital, and Manfield gave his to

Arnold Jeffrey. Grand tours of  the building

1189 and, by the 13th century, Northampton

another of  the town’s hospitals. St Crispin, 

take in the old prison cells, the Mayor’s

Around Northampton

had become a major market town, and its

the patron saint of  shoemakers, is portrayed

parlour, the Great Hall, the Godwin Room

market square, dating from that period, is

in several churches, and Northampton Town

and the Council Chamber. The Royal Theatre ALTHORP

Football Club are known as the Cobblers. 

is another Victorian gem, built in 1884 in

 5 miles NW of  Northampton off  the A428

Northampton Church

The Central Museum and Art Gallery has

opulent Italianate style and home to one of

the world famous collection of  footwear, 

the oldest repertory companies in England. 

The home of  the Spencer family since 1508, 

showing shoe fashions down the centuries

The Welsh House, one of  the few buildings

Althorp remains exactly that – a classic family-

and the machines that made the shoes. There

to survive the disastrous fire of  1675, dates

owned English stately home that the Spencers

is also an outstanding collection of British

from 1595 and recalls the time when Welsh

have stamped with their style ever since John

and Oriental ceramics, leathercraft from

drovers would bring their cattle to the

Spencer, a large-scale sheep farmer, acquired

around the world and some fine paintings

market. Another striking building is No. 78

the estate. The present house was begun in

including Italian works of  the 15th to 18th

Derngate, designed by the Scottish architect

1573, and behind the stark tiling of the

centuries and British art. The Abington

Charles Rennie Mackintosh. 

exterior is a wealth of  fine paintings, sculpture, 

Museum, set in a 15th century manor house

In 1290 the funeral procession of Queen

porcelain and furniture. Known widely by

in Abington Park, has a number of

Eleanor, wife of  Edward I, stopped for the

connoisseurs for generations, Althorp is now

interesting exhibits, including a room with

night at Delapre Abbey. In the south of  town, 

known across the whole world since the tragic

16th century oak panelling, exhibits detailing

at Hardingstone on the London Road A508, 

death of  Diana, Princess of  Wales, in 1997. 

the county’s military history, a 19th century

stands one of  the three surviving Eleanor

She lies in peace in the beautiful, tranquil

fashion gallery, and the Museum of

Crosses of  the 12 originally erected to mark

setting of the Round Oval, an ornamental

Leathercraft. Open Thursday to Sunday

each night of  the progress of  the mournful

lake, surrounded by her family’s ancestral

afternoons and Bank Holidays from April

cortege to London. See under Geddington for

heritage. For many centuries the Spencers

to Easter. 

more about the Eleanor Crosses. 

were buried at nearby Great Brington, where

Northampton has two outstanding

Northampton boasts more than 150 parks

the church has memorials to 20 generations

churches: All Saints, designed by Henry Bell

and open spaces, most notably Abington Park (see walk on page 8). 
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WALK|11

WALK|11

of  the clump of  trees. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

Great and Little

WALK DIRECTIONS:

At the corner of  the

Brington

1|From the Saracens Head turn east along

field go through the

Main Street to follow the road for 100m. 

small gate and turn left

Continue straight ahead at the end of  the road

Distance:   4.3 miles (6.9 kilometres)

Thornburrow


1

onto the road. Follow

onto a track alongside a house and pass


5

Hill


the road for 500m. 

Typical time:   120 mins

through the gate. At the next gate aim straight

3


13

11|

Height gain:

At the first

  55 metres

ahead, ignoring the footpath to the right. This

footpath on the left, 

Map:  Explorer 223, Landranger 152

takes you onto Carriage Drive, which although

4

12


2 11

Gawburrow 



10

cross the stile and


Walk:  www.walkingworld.com ID:2025

not a public right of  way, the Althorp Estate

Hill


6

follow the right-hand


permits walking along to the next footpath. 

Contributor:   Peter Crighton

Great  

edge of  the field up to

Follow the drive for 900m. 

Brington

the edge of  the woods. 

ACCESS INFORMATION:

2|Turn left onto the footpath through the


9

Go through the gate


There is a car park at the Saracens Head pub

gap in the hedge. Cross the stile and walk

and follow the edge of

in Little Brington. If  visiting Althorp House, 

straight ahead, aiming for the right-hand end

the woods. As the edge

there is a car park at the front entrance to the

of  the houses. 


7

of  the wood turns to


grounds that is on the route of  the walk (start

3|Go through the gate and along the drive

the left, head

at Waymark 5). 

for 100m. At the footpath sign to Harlestone


8

Little  


diagonally across the

Brington

From M1 J16, take the A45 towards

turn right and walk along the driveway down

field, to the right of

Northampton. Turn left at the roundabout. 

the side of the house. 

Nobottle

the telegraph pole in

Follow the road to the end and turn left at the

4|Where the footpath splits in two (no

Wood

the distance. Following

next roundabout. Take the second right into

signposts), keep following the path straight

the marker-post, head

Little Brington after 4.5km. Turn left into Main

ahead, ignoring the path to the left. Enter the

0

200

400

600

800metres 1

KILOMETRES 

uphill with the next

Street and park in the Saracens Head car park. 

wood and follow the path around to the left. 

MILES

0

200

400

600yards

½

section of  woodland on the right. Cross the

5|At the road turn left and follow it for

8|Go through the gate and follow the left-

stile and take the footpath straight ahead, 

DESCRIPTION:

400m, with views of  Althorp House. Turn left

hand edge of  the field, continuing through the following the line of  the telegraph poles. 

The walk starts and finishes at The Saracens

and walk up the avenue of trees to Great

next gate. Continue through the kissing-gate

12|At the hedge field boundary, walk straight

Head pub in Little Brington and is across

Brington church, another path that Althorp

on the pathway between the houses. 

ahead with the hedge on your right. Follow the

arable and grazing fields in the vicinity of

Estate permits one to use although not a

9|At the road turn left and follow it for

footpath straight ahead across three fields. At

Althorp House, the resting-place of Princess

public right of  way. 

100m. Turn right at the next road and follow

this point you join the Macmillan Way. Head

Diana. It is an easy walk and could be

6|At the end of  the avenue of  trees, turn

to its end (a further 100m). 

across the field, aiming for the footpath to the

combined with a visit to the house (tickets

right to reach the car park for Great Brington

10|At the end of  the road, continue straight

right of the metal shed. 

required). The church in Great Brington is

church. 

ahead into the field. Then head slightly to the

13|Go through the gate to the right of  the

often open. The walk is over rolling

7|From the car park, head east along the road

right, aiming for the left-hand end of the trees, metal shed and walk straight ahead along the agricultural land, giving good views of  the

for 100m. At the footpath sign, turn right and

to a gate. Go through the gate. Head

right-hand edge of  the narrow field. Turn left

countryside and also has views of  Althorp

cross through the field. Continue straight

diagonally across the field, slightly to the right

to reach the car park. 

House. 

ahead at the avenue of  trees. Climb over the

FEATURES:

stile and continue ahead along the right-hand

Pub, Church, Stately Home, Wildlife, Birds, 

side of the field. 

Butterflies, Gift Shop, Mostly Flat, Woodland, 

Ancient Monument
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it is said, brought with

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

SMITH’S FARM SHOP

him the yellow

 West View Farm, Brampton Lane, Chapel Brampton, 

Cumberland poppy

 Northamptonshire  NN6 8AA

that is often seen here. 

 Tel:  01604 843206  Fax:  01604 843299

The church has lovely

 e-mail:  smithsfarmshop@btinternet.com

 website:  www.smithsfarmshop.co.uk

windows by William

Morris and Burne-

From small beginnings in 1958, selling strawberries from the farm gate, Smith’s Farm Shop has grown into a retailer of a wide variety of quality produce, meeting the demand for one-stop grocery Jones, and

shopping. Much of the fruit and vegetables is home-grown, with natural fertilisers and organic Guilsborough Grange

manure and minimal use of chemicals to keep pests and disease at bay. The home-grown choice has a wildlife park and

includes asparagus, potatoes and pumpkin squash. The shop also sells delicatessen items, dairy areas for walking and

produce, preserves and honey, Mrs Smith’s famous chutneys, health foods, cooking sauces, teas, coffees and juices, along with flowers and plants, garden and pet supplies and solid fuels. Another picnicking. A  short

outlet is at Great Billing, Northamptonshire, Tel: 01604 412116. 

distance south of the

Coton Manor Gardens, nr Guilsborough


CHAPEL BRAMPTON

village, in the tiny

months after his defeat in the Civil War. The

community of  Coton, 

 4 miles NW of  Northampton off  the A508

house, which appeared as Limmeridge House

Coton Manor Garden is a traditional garden


COTTESBROOKE

B  Northampton & Lamport Railway

in the BBC’s  The Woman in White, stands in

originally laid out in 1925 and embracing

 9 miles N of  Northampton off  the A5199

magnificent grounds, which contain a falconry

Steam train buffs will want to pay a visit to the

several delightful smaller gardens. Beyond the

centre, a smaller scale reconstruction of

A  Cottesbrooke Hall

Northampton & Lamport Railway, which is

garden are a wildflower meadow and a magical

Hatton’s original garden, a fully working

In secluded countryside near the site of  the

home to an interesting collection of railway-

five-acre bluebell wood. The nursery

armoury and a 17th century farmstead that

Battle of  Naseby, Cottesbrooke Hall is one

related vehicles. Visitors can enjoy a journey

evokes the sights and smells of  life in days

propagates over 1,000 varieties of plant, and

of  the finest of  all the grand houses in the

hauled by vintage locomotives such as ex-

gone by. There’s a museum, a children’s farm

in the stable yard are a restaurant and tea

county. The magnificent Queen Anne house, 

GWR 2-8-0 3862 and 5967  Bickmarsh Hall; 

and a lakeside train ride together with tea in

room. 

reputedly the model for Jane Austen’s

there are heritage displays and special events

the Victorian Kitchen. 


KINGSTHORPE

Mansfield Park, was begun in 1702 and is

throughout the year. For timetable details call

 2 miles N of  Northampton on the A508

home to an impressive collection of  pictures, 

01604 820327. 


EAST HADDON

 7 miles NW of  Northampton off  the A428

Once a small riverside village, Kingsthorpe is

porcelain and furniture. The grounds are quite


HOLDENBY

superb, featuring the Statue Walk (statues from

E  Haddonstone Showgardens

now effectively a suburb of  Northampton but

 7 miles NW of  Northampton off  the A428

its ancient church still looks across meadows

the Temple of  Ancient Virtue, at Stowe), the

A  village of  thatched cottages, a village pump

Dilemma Garden with old roses and rare trees, 

A  Holdenby Hall

to the River Nene. Inside, there are some

protected by a neat thatched cone, a 14th

massive Norman arches with varied

the Dutch Garden, the Pine Court and many

The Royal connections go back more than 400 century church and an 18th century hall. It is ornamental carving. 

other charming gardens and courtyards. The

years at Holdenby Hall, which was built by

best known for Haddonstone Showgardens, 

hall and gardens are open to visitors on certain

Elizabeth I’s Lord Chancellor and favourite, 

which has walled gardens on different levels


PITSFORD

days in the summer. 

Sir Christopher Hatton, for the purpose of

and a huge stock of  garden ornaments of

 4 miles N of  Northampton off  the A508

entertaining the Queen. At the time, it was the


EARLS BARTON

every kind. 

largest Elizabethan house in England and, for

Off  the A508 just north of  the village, 

 5 miles NE of  Northampton off  the A45

the diarist John Evelyn, “one of  the most


GUILSBOROUGH

Pitsford Water is an 800-acre reservoir with

A  Church of All Saints

pleasing sights that ever I saw”. It was visited

 9 miles NW of  Northampton off  the A5199

trout fishing and boats for hire, sailing, a

A  great treasure here is the village Church of

but once by Elizabeth; it later became the

picnic area, nature reserve and information

E  Coton Manor Garden

All Saints, with one of  the most impressive

palace and eventually the prison of  Charles I, 

centre. The reservoir is also accessible from

A  handsome, dignified village where

Anglo-Saxon towers in the whole country, its

who was kept under guard here for five

the village of  Holcot. 

Wordsworth came to stay in the vicarage and, 
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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE


CLASSIX DESIGN

 Billing Wharf, Cogenhoe, 

 Northamptonshire  NN7 1NH

 Tel:  01604 891333

 26-28 The Square, Earls Barton, Northamptonshire NN6 ONA e-mail:  sales@classix.co.uk

 Tel/Fax: 01604 810289

 website:  www.classix.co.uk

 e-mail: info@jeyesofearlsbarton.co.uk  website: www.jeyesofearlsbarton.co.uk A striking modern brick building by the River

You’ll be surprised what you will find behind the JEYES door............. 

Nene is home to Classix Design, which has

Whether you have an hour to spare or an afternoon to fill, Jeyes of Earls Barton is truly a special earned its position at the top of the tree among

place to visit. Prominently situated on the village square you will find an unusual collection of Northamptonshire’s interior design companies. In

shops all under one roof. The shop is full of surprises: with each corner you will find something the early 1980s the firm’s founder Matthew

new and exciting. 

Rubython recognised that his discerning

demanded and deserved the best, and that

David and Georgina Jeyes established their traditional local pharmacy over 28 years ago –

philosophy still holds good under the current

family roots go back to Philadephus  Jeyes in The Drapery, Northampton and the well known Jeyes management. The staff at Classix are always on

fluid, invented by John Jeyes in 1810 and still used throughout the world. Now their daughters, hand to show customers a wide range of interior

Philippa and Anna, have joined them and they all work together at Jeyes of Earls Barton. Marie, accessories and explain the services available to

known to all as ‘Nan’ still works behind the scenes, and two new additions to the payroll are complement and enhance existing home styles, 

Philippa’s toddler Maisie and baby Jack! A true family business. 

and the premises are among the few interior

Through the front door you will find; The Keepsake Gift Shop, located in the Old Natwest Bank, design companies in Northamptonshire to have

selling beautiful keepsakes and gifts; Potty About Flowers Conservatory where their love of both a showroom and a pattern book room. In

flowers and floral gifts are displayed; The Dolly Lodge, a shop dedicated to dolls houses, furniture, the showroom is an inspiring range of furniture

books and much more for dolls house enthusiasts; ‘The Fun of The Fair’ Model Display - as seen on large and small, fabrics, wallpapers, trimmings, 

 BBC Look East - George Jennings Model funfair is on display free of charge for all the family. Also paints, curtains, lighting and lamps, flooring, 

upstairs is The Earls Barton Museum of Village Life and a display of Jeyes Pharmacy Memorabilia. 

carpets, rugs, upholstery and all manner of

Relax and indulge in The Apothocoffee Shop & The Walled Garden with snacks, lunches and a interior accessories. 

delicious range of gateaux and ice creams. 

In the pattern room clients can browse

“We hope you visit us here at JEYES soon – a warm welcome awaits you all”. 

fabrics, wallpapers and paints from all the well-

Open Mon Fri 8.30 – 5.30, Sat 8.30 – 5pm

known sources, including Farrow & ball, 

Designers’ Guild, Paint & Paper Library, Zoffany, surface adorned with purely decorative

Castle Ashby is a fine Elizabethan mansion, 

Osborne & Little, William Yeoward, Andrew

Martin, Romo and JAB. Another speciality is

masonry strips. The tower is 10th century, the

home of the Marquess of Northampton, 

fitted carpets and rugs: there’s a wide variety of

south doorway is 12th, the aisles are 13th, the

standing in Capability Brown parkland with

rug samples, and the staff are always ready to

tower arch 14th, the south porch 19th but they Victorian gardens and a lake. The building of accept commissions for bespoke rugs. The firm

all co-exist in great architectural harmony. 

Castle Ashby was started in 1574 on the site of

offers a complete curtain making and fitting

service, the curtains interlined and hand-finished, 

Beyond the remarkably well-preserved

a 13th century castle that had been demolished. 

with a vast choice of designs and style for

Norman doorway the most amazing sight is

The original plan of  the building was in the

curtains, pelmets and headings, poles and blinds. They also undertake upholstery and re-upholstery the 15th century chancel screen, ablaze with

shape of an ‘E’ in honour of Queen Elizabeth

of chairs, footstools, sofas and chaises longues in modern or traditional style. Classix always has an impressive range of lighting and accessories, including lamps, wall lights, floor lights and hundreds of dazzling butterflies on the wing; 

I, and is typical of  many Elizabethan houses. 

chandeliers, as well as unusual designer mirrors to suit all interiors. 

next to it is a wonderful, heavily carved

About 60 years later the courtyard was enclosed

One of the most comprehensive range of home goods is regularly updated by the design team, Jacobean pulpit in black oak. 

by a screen designed by Inigo Jones. One of  the

offering an up-to-date style where classic meets contemporary. The design team, led by Ellie features of  Castle Ashby is the lettering around

Dennis, has established an enviable reputation for innovative and inspirational design that attracts CASTLE ASHBY

the house and terraces. The inscriptions, which

clients from far beyond its home county. Whatever the requirements, from dressing a window to 6 miles E of  Northampton off  the A428

furnishing and decorating a whole flat or house, they can inspire their clients to great design, are in Latin, read when translated “The Lord

providing advice and direction in all aspects of interior design and decoration. Classix regularly A  Castle    H  Craft Centre

guard your coming in” and “The Lord guard

hosts designer collections, promotional events and exclusive presentations from some of the design industry’s leading companies. 

Two major attractions for the visitor here. 

your going out”. Inside there is some
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wonderful restoration furniture and paintings

between Horton and Stoke Goldington, the

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

The Cullen Gallery

of  the English and Renaissance schools. 

1,250-acre Salcey Forest has been owned and

managed by the Forestry Commission since

 The Rural Shopping Yard, 

On a much smaller scale the old Manor

 Castle Ashby, NN7 1LF

House makes a delightful picture by the

the 1920s. Part of  the chain of  ancient Royal

 Tel:  01604 696 787 or  077895 483 14

church; it has a dungeon and there is a 13th

Hunting Forests that stretched from Stamford

 e-mail:  BrianDCullen@aol.com

century window with exquisite tracery set in

to Oxford, it produces quality timber while

the oldest part of  the house near a blocked

providing a home for a wide variety of  animal

Purveyors of Fine Art & Antiques

and plant life, and recreational facilities for the

Gifts & Curios for all Occasions

Norman arch. The poet, Cowper, loved to

wander amongst the trees, some of  which are

public. There are three circular trails at Salcey, 

We exhibit a wide range of works

said to have been planted by the Countess

named after the three woodpeckers found

From renowned British and European Artists

Judith herself.  The tree that attracts the most

there: the Lesser Spotted Trail of  a leisurely

Traditional, Antiquarian, Contemporary, 

Exhibiting John Haskins

visitors is called Cowper’s Oak, the branches

hour; the Great Spotted Trail of about two

Rare  & Modern Prints, Papier Tole. 

of  which spread twice as far across as the tree

miles; and, for the more energetic, the Green

is high.  There is a tradition that it will never

Woodpecker Trail of  about 2½ hours. The

Objet D’art, Household Furnishings, Rare Clocks, Silk Flowers, Antique & die because Cowper stood beneath it one day

forest is open to visitors all year round. 

Collectible Telephones & Radios, Unique range of Candles & pillars, during a heavy thunderstorm and was inspired

Designer Cushions, Bergere & British Made Period Furniture, Unusual Table & Floor Lighting,  Ceramic Vases &  Pottery wares to write his famous hymn: “God moves in

Daventry

from around the world. 

Mysterious Ways”. 

Pewter, Antique & Modern Silverware, Chessboards, Unique range of Mirrors

Castle Ashby Craft Centre & Rural

B  Museum    C  Borough Hill    J  Country Park

Shopping Yard is set in an old farmyard and

Old and new blend intriguingly in this


FLUTTERBY

comprises a farm shop and delicatessen, craft

historic market town whose streets are shared

shops, pottery, goldsmith’s studio, art gallery

by dignified Georgian houses and modern

 The Rural Shopping Yard

and tea room. 

shops. A  colourful market is held along the

 Castle Ashby, Northamptonshire

 NN7 1LF


HORTON

High Street every Tuesday and Friday, and in

 Tel: 01604 696675

 6 miles SE of  Northampton on the B526

the Market Place stands the Moot Hall, built

 website: www.flutterby.uk.com

in 1769 of  ironstone. Originally a private

E  The Menagerie

house, it became the moot hall, or town hall, 

A  mile south of  the village a gate leads off

in 1806 after the former town hall was

 ‘Small Shop…Big Ideas’

the road and across fields to The Menagerie, 

demolished. It is now home to the Tourist

a fascinating garden surrounding the great

Information Centre and to Daventry

Come for a day out and enjoy the tranquil

house (pulled down in 1936) where Lord

shopping experience at Castle Ashby Rural

Museum, which illustrates the social history

Shopping Yard.  We may be the smallest shop in

Halifax once had a private zoo. A  lime

of  the town and its environs. It also shows

the yard but it has a variety of ranges in

avenue, water gardens, a rose garden and

regularly changing arts and crafts exhibitions

store.  Here we have gifts with a difference

thatched arbours are among the delights of  a

and contains archaeological finds from

for weddings, christenings, new babies, house

warming, children, ladies and maybe

garden that is still being developed. A

Borough Hill and some of  the equipment

something for the men as well. 

distinguished son of  Horton was Ralph Lane, 

used by the BBC when it had a transmitter

the first Governor of  Virginia. 

station on the hill. The oval hill, which rises

We stock Hultquist jewellery, home ware and

to 650 feet above sea level, is more than two

gifts from Silea, Black Ginger, Bombay Duck


SALCEY FOREST

miles round and covers an area of  150 acres. 

and Gabriella Shaw Ceramics, locally

 8 miles S of  Northampton off  the B526

handmade items and much more. 

It was the third largest Iron Age hill fort in

Reached from the A508 at Roade or the B526

Britain and in more recent times was topped
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the reservoir itself. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE


PREZZENCE

 1 Bishops Court, Daventry, 


UPPER STOWE

Northamptonshire  NN11 4NP


 5 miles SE of  Daventry

 Tel:  01327 872500  Fax:  01327 312524

 of  the A5

 website:  www.prezzence-giftshop.co.uk

In 2005 Kim Moore took over the empty premises of what A  short drive up the

had been a dress shop and turned them into one of the A5 from Towcester

most delightful shops in the area. Prezzence is located in a brings the visitor to the

handsome modern brick building whose interior is filled with village of Upper Stowe

tables, shelves and cabinets overflowing with household goods and gift ideas, a one-stop shop for things for the and the Old Dairy

home and presents for all occasions to suit all occasions, all Farm Centre. The

Canons Ashby House

pockets and all ages. Some are traditional, others unusual community of  Stowe

and quirky, all chosen by Kim for their interest. There are Nine Churches is very oddly named, 

cuddly toys and a selection of games and puzzles for babies FLORE

and children, silver jewellery in a variety of styles, china particularly as there is only one church, late

 3 miles E of  Daventry on the A45

ornaments, candles, vases, cups and mugs, photo frames, Anglo-Saxon. The story is that the builders

wedding gifts, cards and gift wrap. 

G  Adams Cottage

tried eight times to build the church but each

Prezzence also stocks gifts for men, including cuff links, time the Devil took away the stones. At the

Called Flora in the Domesday Book, the

wallets and those clever little ‘toys’ that men need to fiddle with while making life-changing decisions in the office. The stock changes all the time, so every ninth attempt they succeeded – hence the

village has a wide green that slopes gently

visit to Prezzence is sure to reveal something new for a treat or a gift to remember. Shop hours are name. 

down to the River Nene. Adams Cottage was

9 to 5.30 Monday to Friday, 9 to 5 Saturday. 

the home of the ancestors of  John Adams


CANONS ASHBY

(1797-1801), President of the United States, 

by the huge radio masts that transmitted the

Around Daventry

 7 miles S of  Daventry off  the A361

whose son was also President. In the 13th

World Service of the BBC. This was the site of

A  Canons Ashby House

century church are several memorial windows, 

the world’s first radar station, masterminded by


CHARWELTON

Sir Robert Watson-Watt, a descendant of  steam

This pretty village contains the Church of St

one of  them dedicated to Bruce Capell, an

 4 miles SW of  Daventry on the A361

pioneer James Watt. 

Mary, once part of  the Black Canons’

artillery officer who was awarded the Military

The chief  claim to fame of  Charwelton is that

Monastery church and much reduced in size at Cross at the age of  22 for courage and Daventry was once an important stop on

it is the spot where the River Cherwell rises, in

the time of the Dissolution of the

devotion to his wounded men. A  simple

the coaching routes, and it is said that King

the cellar of  Cherwell House. The river forms

Monasteries. Canons Ashby House, built

wooden cross from Flanders hangs on the

Charles I spent several days at the Wheatsheaf

the county boundary as it travels south into

from part of  the ecclesiastical building after

wall, and his window depicts the farewell

Inn before the Battle of  Naseby, where he lost

Oxfordshire before joining the Thames. In the

the Dissolution, is one of the finest of

between David and Jonathan. 

the battle and his kingdom. Shakespeare

village is a lovely old packhorse bridge. 

Northamptonshire’s great houses. Home of

mentions the town in King Henry lV (Part 1), 


ASHBY ST LEDGERS

the Dryden family since the 1550s and now in

when Falstaff  tells Bardolph the tale of  a shirt

 3 miles N of  Daventry on the A361


BYFIELD

the care of  the National Trust, it contains

stolen from a “red-nose innkeeper”. During

F  Gunpowder Plot

 5 miles SW of  Daventry on the A361

some marvellous Elizabethan wall paintings

the coaching era the chief  industry of

J  Boddington Reservoir

and sumptuous Jacobean plasterwork. The

From 1375 to 1605 the manor house at Ashby

Daventry was whip-making. 

grounds are equally delightful, with yews, 

was the home of  the Catesby family, and it

Daventry Country Park is a beautiful 133-

The tall tower of  the rich-stone 14th century

cedars and mulberry trees, terraces and

was in a room above the gatehouse that Guy

acre site centred on the old Daventry

church is one of  the major local landmarks. A

parkland, and 2009 saw the start of  restoring

Fawkes is said to have met Robert Catesby to

Reservoir. Coarse fishing, a picnic area, 

major leisure attraction just west of  the village

them to their Victorian splendour. Open

hatch the Gunpowder Plot. On the 5th of

adventure playground, nature trails, nature

is Boddington Reservoir, a balancing

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday and

November, 1605, Catesby rode the 80 miles

reserve and visitor centre are among the

reservoir for the Oxford Canal. A  good place

Sunday afternoons April to October. 

from London in seven hours with the news

amenities. Open daily all year. 

to start a walk, or to fish, sail or windsurf on
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that the plot had failed. He fled to

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE


ABRAXAS COOKSHOP

Holbeach in Staffordshire, where

 The Heart of  the Shires Shopping Village, Top Floor, Barn Arcade, he was shot dead after refusing to

 A5 - 2 miles North of  Weedon, Northamptonshire NN7 4LB

surrender. The Church of St Mary

 Tel: 01327 341080  Fax: 01327 341740

& St Leodegarious has much to

 e-mail: info@abraxascookshop.com  website: www.abraxascookshop.com interest the visitor, including

When Sarah George and Helen Sparrow met for coffee

at The Heart of The Shires Shopping Village in 1996

Jacobean box pews, an elaborately

and looked at an empty unit, they had little idea of what carved rood screen, a Norman

was to be the result.  Eleven years later, and winners of font, a number of  Catesby brasses

no less than eight awards for Excellence in Housewares, and, most notably, some medieval

including Cook & Housewares Retailer of The Year

2005, the flagship store has expanded into three local wall paintings depicting the

towns, Rugby, Banbury and Northampton. 

Passion of  Christ. 

Abraxas Cookshop, situated on the top floor of the

Ashby St Ledgers Manor House

Barn Arcade at The Heart of The Shires Shopping

Village, is one of the finest of its kind and has been Towcester

described as “an inspired shopping experience”.  The

Close to the church is the Chantry House, 

family run and owned business with the emphasis on quality goods and personal customer service I  Racecourse

formerly a school, founded by Archdeacon

together with the warm and convivial atmosphere created by the highly trained friendly staff Sponne in 1447. 

makes this a magical journey not to be missed. 

A  busy little place, Towcester is popular with

Towcester Racecourse is set in the

Abraxas Cookshop is an ‘Aladdin’s cave’ of cookware for use by seekers of antiques – there are at least half  a

the everyday cook to the professional chef.  The layout of the shop beautiful parkland estate of Easton Neston, 

dozen different establishments selling antiques. 

is in different sections for easy exploration by the customer.  Begin the family home of  Lord Hesketh. The course, 

at the Aga section carrying a varied selection of Aga cookware, In Roman times the town was called

which has its entrance on the A5, came into

bakeware and accessories then browse the many saucepan ranges Lactodorum and it stood on the major highway

on offer, brands include Mauviel French copper, Swift Supreme, being in 1876, when the Empress of  Austria

Watling Street (now the A5). The Romans

Meyer-Prestige, Hahn, Fissler and Stellar.  Moving on past butchers was staying at Easton Neston and attended an

blocks and kitchen work stations, salt & pepper mills, pestle & improved the road and built a fort to guard

Easter steeplechase held in her honour. The

mortars, chopping boards, steamers and frying pans customers their troop movements. During the Civil War it

course now stages about 16 National Hunt

arrive at the electrical section housing KitchenAid, Magimix, was the only Royalist stronghold in the area and

Cuisinart and Dualit food mixers, blenders, coffee machines and toasters in an array of eye-meetings a year, including a couple in the

in the following centuries it was an important

catching colours and finishes. Customers can then peruse the Nigella evening. 

Lawson designer range and the complete range of Le Creuset cast-iron stop on the coaching route between London

cookware together with textiles and accessories.  Spend some time in our and Holyhead. By the end of the 18th century

specialist bakeware section where everything from roasting pans, there were 20 coaching inns in the town, 

Around Towcester

speciality cake tins and silicone bakeware is available.  Abraxas Cookshop also stock a large range of knives; brands include Global, Sabatier, servicing up to 40 coaches every day. Charles

Wusthof, Henckels, I.O.Shen, Porsche and Victorinox.  Tools, gadgets, Dickens stayed at the Saracen’s Head, then


BLISWORTH

textiles and jam making equipment are all housed in a large central area. 

called the Pomfret Hotel, and immortalised it in  3 miles NE of  Towcester off  the A43

Extend this unique

The Pickwick Papers. The parish church of St

experience by visiting other

A  Blisworth Tunnel

shops on the site owned by

Lawrence, built on the site of  a substantial

The building of  the Grand Union and Oxford

the sisters, namely Abraxas

Roman building, is one of  the loveliest in the

China & Glass (stocking the

county, with features from several centuries: the Canals brought trade and prosperity to the entire Emma Bridgewater range), Dressage Outdoor

crypt, reached by a doorway from the sanctuary, area and now provides miles of  quiet, Clothing and Ladies Fashions, The Garden Room and

picturesque walks or boat trips. On the Grand

The Pickle Room, all on site at The Heart of The Shires is 13th century, the arcades 13th and 14th. On

Shopping Village. 

the arch of  the south chapel is a carved jester’s

Union Canal, the Blisworth Tunnel between

For more information visit our website –

head probably from the 14th century, while the

Blisworth and Stoke Bruerne, opened in 1805, 


www.abraxascookshop.com

massive tower and the font are from the 1400s. 

is the longest in England, at nearly two miles. 
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The pretty village of  Blisworth is a mass of

visit to the fascinating Canal Museum. 

house standing in a 400-acre estate. Attributed

almost all of  the interior walls, they colourfully

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

roses in summer, in the cottage gardens, in the

Housed in a converted corn mill, the museum

to Inigo Jones, the house was built in Palladian depict Bible stories and scenes from the life Tudor and Jacobean houses and around the

displays 200 years of  canal history and life on

style (the first in this country) around 1630 for and works of various saints. Slight variations 13th century church. The most significant

the narrow boats (many of  which are still in

Sir Francis Crane, head of  the Mortlake

in style suggest they belong to two separate

treasure in the church is a high screen of  the

use for pleasure trips). The exhibits include

Tapestry Works. The main house burnt down

periods, one in the late 1200s, the other in the

15th century complete with doors. Also of

working engines, old photographs, waterway

in 1886, and only the pavilions and a

mid-1300s. 

interest is a tablet near the altar that tells of

wildlife and the tools used by canal workers

colonnade remain. 

The village of  Weedon Lois, a mile or so

the wife of  a sergeant-at-arms to Queen

and boatmen. The museum, which is open


SILVERSTONE

to the west of  Slapton, is the final resting

Elizabeth I. The tablet records that she lived a

throughout the year, has a tea room and a

place of Edith Sitwell (1887-1964). She often

 4 miles SW of  Towcester on the A43

maid for 18 years, was a wife for 20 years and

souvenir shop. The canal has a series of  locks

visited her brother Sacheverell at his home at

a widow for 61, dying in her 99th year. 

at this point, and visitors can stop in the car

A  Church

nearby Weston. Her grave is marked with a

park at the lower lock on the A508 and walk

The home of  British motor racing, located off restrained memorial by Henry Moore with a STOKE BRUERNE

into the village along the towpath, passing

the A43 in the village. Until 2009 the British

bronze of  two intertwined hands depicting

 3 miles NE of  Towcester off  the A508

seven locks en route. There are shops, pubs

Grand Prix has been the highlight of  the year, 

Youth and Age. It is inscribed with the last

A  Stoke Park    B  Canal Museum

and restaurants at this popular place, which is

but the circuit hosts a large number of  other

lines of  her poem, The Wind of  Early Spring. 

A  picturesque canalside village at the

the perfect location for a family day out and

events, including rounds of the Auto Trader


BRACKLEY

southern end of  the famous Blisworth Tunnel. an ideal starting point for a canal holiday. 

touring car championship and the

 10 miles SW of  Towcester off  the A43 or A422

The canal provides the major attractions, with

A  private drive on the Stoke Bruerne to

International Historic Car Festival. The Grand

waterside walks, boat trips to the tunnel and a

Shutlanger road leads to Stoke Park, a great

Prix is due to relocate to Donington for 2010, 

A  School

with the Moto GP changing in the opposite

A  town of  Saxon origins with houses

direction. 

clustered round a tangle of  streets. A  castle


MAGNOLIA

Tucked away on country roads northwest of was built here in the early part of  the 12th Church Lane, Alderton, Northamptonshire  NN12 7LP

Silverstone are two of  the many interesting

century, which some accounts claim as the

 Tel:  01327 811479

churches for which Northamptonshire is

meeting place for the rebel barons who drew

 e-mail:  bandb@magnolia.me.uk

famous. The Church of  St Mary at

up the first version of  Magna Carta in 1215. 

 website:  www.magnolia.me.uk

Diana and Alan Redman own and run Magnolia, a

Wappenham has a sculpture by Giles Gilbert

King John did not approve of  their proposals, 

delightful B&B establishment set amid beautiful

Scott from the renowned family of  architects, 

and it took almost a year before he relented

countryside in the little village of Alderton. This pleasant who had local connections; two fonts; a clock

and signed. Wool brought prosperity in the

spot lies between the A5 and A508 northwest of Milton Keynes and south of Northampton at the foot of an

from the 17th century; and brass memorials to Middle Ages, allowing the rebuilding of  the ancient castle mound overlooking the Tove valley. Their the Lovett family. 

Church of  St Peter with a fine early English

handsome modern brick-built house set in a secluded lawned garden has two letting rooms; both west tower and south aisle. A  free hospital

have en suite shower rooms and a private balcony overlooking open SLAPTON

and chapel which had been built by Robert le

countryside. A choice of breakfasts, with home-grown or local produce 4 miles SW of  Towcester off  the A43 or A45

and home-made preserves is served in the elegant dining room, and Bossu for the benefit of  the poor was sold to

there’s a choice of lunch and dinner places in nearby Stoke Bruerne and A  Church    G  Weedon Lois

Magdalen College, Oxford, in 1484 and

Grafton Regis. The owners welcome business people, holidaymakers, tourists….and archaeologists. The TV Timeteam undertook a dig in the Slapton is little more than a hamlet but its tiny

halfway through the following century a

grounds, and digging in the village is an ongoing process. Also nearby is St Botolph’s Church, set on the hillside

school was opened on the site. The buildings

the site of a battle between Boudicca and the Roman invaders. 

above the River Tove, contains some of  the

have been much altered down the years, but

Magnolia’s garden attracts a variety of wildlife, including owls, kites, finest medieval wall paintings in the county. 

the school exists to this day, now known as

buzzards and badgers. A number of rural walks start from here, and Diana and Alan have a supply of maps and local information. Golf, riding Hidden under limewash for three centuries, 

Magdalen College Comprehensive School. 

and karting are available nearby as are Towcester Racecourse and the paintings were discovered in the mid-A  notable landmark on the High Street is the

Silverstone racetrack. 

1800s and magnificently restored. Covering

baroque town hall, with its handsome clock
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tower, built in 1706 at the instigation of  the

heavens and in a county famous for its elegant

major educational programmes covering all

18th century manor house, has impressive

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

Duke of  Bridgwater. During the 19th century, 

spires, King’s Sutton is unmatched in its

aspects of  Tudor history. The lovely gardens

collections of social and industrial history, 

Brackley was served by two railway companies, beauty. The interior, heavily restored by include yew hedges, topiary, herbaceous

archaeology and geology. Individual items

the London & North Western and the Great

George Gilbert Scott in 1866, is less inspiring

borders and a formal rose garden planted in

range from a macabre mummified cat to an

Central, with stations at either end of  town. 

but is worth visiting to see the macabre

1999. There’s a gift shop and a buttery serving

example of  the Robinson car built in

Alas, the lines were axed in the 1960s. 

memorial to Thomas Langton Freke who died

light refreshments. Tel: 01295 760205

Kettering in 1907. 

in 1769. It represents Christ rising above His

AYNHO


GREENS NORTON

In the adjacent Alfred East Gallery a

own skeleton which is depicted with gruesome

constantly changing programme of  exhibitions

 16 miles SW of  Towcester on the B4100

 1 mile NW of  Towcester off  the A5

realism and has a rib cage moulded in iron. 

of  paintings, crafts, sculpture, photography

A  Aynho Park

J  Knightley Way

A  famous son of  the village was William

and children’s work ensures that there will be

A  peaceful, picturesque limestone village of

Lisle Bowles, born in 1762. The poems written

A  village at the southern end of the 12-mile

something new to see on every visit. Alfred

leafy lanes and lovely old cottages. The former

by this vicar’s son so delighted Samuel Taylor

Knightley Way, one of several mapped

East offered a selection of  his works to the

manor house, Aynho Park, is a very grand

Coleridge that he changed from studying

walking routes in the county. At this point the

community on condition that a gallery was

17th century country house in the care of  the

theology to writing poetry himself. 

Grafton Way takes over, continuing to

built to house them. The gallery was opened

Country Houses Association. It was originally

Cosgrove in the very south of

in 1913, in the year he was elected a member


SULGRAVE

the property of  the Cartwright family who, it

Northamptonshire. The church at Greens

of  the Royal Academy; he died later that year. 

 10 miles W of  Towcester off  the B4525

is said, claimed the rents from their tenants in

Norton is well worth a visit, with its Saxon

The gallery is open from 9 to 6 Monday to

the form of  apricots; some apricot trees can

A  Sulgrave Manor

stonework, Norman font and commemorative

Saturday. In between visits to the museum and

still be seen trained into fan shapes and

The best-known attraction here is Sulgrave

brasses of  the Green family. 

gallery (both wheelchair-accessible) the

Heritage Gardens are a pleasant place for a

growing on the walls of  cottages. The house

Manor, a Tudor manor house built by the

was burnt down by Royalist troops during the

ancestors of George Washington, first

Kettering

stroll or a picnic. The Tourist Information

Centre is at the same location. 

Civil war but was rebuilt by the Cartwrights, 

President of the United States of America. 

who at the same time rebuilt the village church Lawrence Washington, sometime Mayor of B  Manor House Museum    H  Alfred East Gallery

On the A6, on the outskirts of  town, 

with the same proportions as the house, so the

Wicksteed Park is a 148-acre site of  leisure and

Northampton, bought the manor from Henry

An important town standing above the River

church too has the appearance of a country

pleasure, with 40 rides and attractions, 

VIII in 1539. In 1656, Lawrence Washington’s

Ise, Kettering gained fame as a producer of

villa. Later changes were made to the house by

including roller coaster, pirate ship, train ride, 

great-great-grandson Colonel John

both clothing and shoes. It was in Kettering

Archer and Soane. Public rooms and the

Mississippi river boat and pitch & putt. There

Washington left England to take up land in

that the missionary William Carey and the

grounds are open to the public on Wednesday

are several catering outlets, shops, a pottery, a

Virginia, which later became Mount Vernon. 

preacher Andrew Fuller founded the Baptist

and Thursday afternoons from May to

photographic studio and two playground

This man was the great-grandfather of

Missionary Society in 1792, giving a new

September. The Wharf  at Aynho on the

areas. Open daily Easter-September, weekends

George. The Washington family arms, which

impetus to the cause of foreign missions all

Oxford Canal has holiday boats for hire and a

to November. 

are said to have inspired the stars and stripes

over the world. The parish church of  St Peter

canalside shop. 

design of  the American flag, are prominent

and St Paul, with its elegant crocketed spire, is

KING’S SUTTON

above the front door, and the house is a

Around Kettering

one of  the finest in the country and a

treasure trove of  George Washington

 15 miles SW of  Towcester off  the A4260

landmark for miles around. Much of the old

memorabilia, including documents, a velvet

town has been swallowed up in modern


GEDDINGTON

A  Church


coat and even a lock of  his hair. The house is

development, but there are still a few old

 3 miles NE of  Kettering off  the A43

Located at the southernmost tip of  the county, Saturday and Sunday from April to October, houses in the narrow lanes, and the Heritage

A  Eleanor Cross    A  Boughton House

King’s Sutton boasts one of

then Saturday, Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday

Quarter around the church gives a fascinating, 

Northamptonshire’s finest church towers. The

and Thursday from May. A  lottery grant has

hands-on insight into the town’s past. 

This attractive village, like many in the county, 

15th century spire of  the Church of  St Peter

allowed the construction of  a series of

has known royal visitors: monarchs from the

The Manor House Museum, housed in an

and St Paul soars almost 200ft towards the

buildings in the grounds which are part of

time of William the Conqueror used a
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summer palace as a base for hunting in the

Off  the A43, on a minor road between

had saved all Livingstone’s papers and stayed at

over 100 carved oak figures, some medieval

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

Royal Forest of  Rockingham. In the centre of

Geddington and Grafton Underwood (where

Twywell as guests of  the explorer’s friend

brasses and a tablet commemorating John

the village is an ornately carved stone cross

there is a monument to the crews of  B17

Horace Waller while Livingstone’s Journals were Cole, bookseller, schoolmaster and writer on almost 40 feet high. This is the best preserved

bombers), stands one of  the very finest houses

being prepared. In the church are three stones

antiquities. He lived from 1792 to 1848, dying

of  the three surviving Eleanor Crosses that

in the country. The origins of  Boughton

from Calvary in the window by the altar. They

in great poverty. Woodford was the home of  a

marked the funeral procession of  Queen

House, the Northamptonshire home of  the

were sent by the rector’s friend, General

certain Josiah Eaton, a man of  small stature

Eleanor, who had died at Harby in

Duke of  Buccleuch, go back 500 years to a

Gordon, who wrote a letter saying that he

(5’2") but great stamina. A  prodigious walker, 

Nottinghamshire in 1290. Her devoted

small monastic building. Extended over the

hoped to visit the Pope on his way back from

he set out in 1815 on a marathon walk around

husband, King Edward I, accompanied the

years, it was transformed into “a vision of

Palestine. That letter is preserved in the church. 

Blackheath, completing a mile every hour for

body south to London, and he ordered the

Louis XIV’s Versailles”. In addition to the

six weeks, without ever stopping. At the end


WOODFORD

crosses to be erected to mark the places where

wonderful architecture, Boughton is noted for

of this amazing feat of endurance he had

 6 miles E of  Kettering off  the A14

the coffin rested. William Rishanger, a monk

its French and English furniture, its paintings

covered 1,100 miles. 

at St Albans, records the event: “The King

(El Greco, Murillo, 40 Van Dycks) and its

A  bizarre story here. A  human heart was


THRAPSTON

gave orders that in every place where her bier

collection of  armoury and weaponry.  The

found in one of  the columns of the Norman

 7 miles E of Kettering on the A605

had rested, a cross of  the finest workmanship

grounds, which include parkland, lakes, picnic

church during restoration work in the 19th

should be erected in her memory, so that

areas and woodland play areas, are open May

century. It is thought to belong to one of  the

The Medieval Bridge at Thrapston crosses the

passers-by might pray for her soul”. Other

to September, the house in August only. 

Traillys, who died while fighting in the

River Nene on one of  its loveliest stretches. 

crosses were raised at Lincoln (where the

Large tracts of  the ancient woodland of  the

Crusades; his heart was brought back by his

The town is surrounded by fine pastureland, 

Queen’s heart was buried), Grantham, 

region have survived, and in the fields by

followers so that he could rest with the other

created when the flood waters and rich mud

Stamford, Hardingstone in Northampton (this Boughton House are the remains of more Traillys, who were the local lords of  the manor subsided after the two Ice Ages. The main still exists), Stony Stratford, Dunstable, St

recent planting. The 2nd Duke of  Montagu, 

at the time. Also of  note in the church are

attraction in the church is a stone tablet carved

Albans, Waltham (this still exists), Cheapside

nicknamed John the Planter, had the notion of

and Charing Cross. 

planting an avenue of  trees all the way from

the house to his London home. The plan hit


DAIRY FARM

immediate trouble when his neighbour, the

Boughton House, Geddington

 Cranford St Andrew, nr Kettering, 

Duke of  Bedford, refused to let the trees cross

 Northamptonshire  NN14 4AQ

his estate; instead, the Planter set down many

 Tel:  01536 330273

avenues on his own estate, amounting to the

At the centre of a 350-care mixed farm, Dairy Farm is 70 miles of the distance to London. 

a thatched Jacobean manor house opposite Cranford

Hall, with outstanding views over open countryside. 


TWYWELL

It’s a place of great character, and the three guest

 4 miles E of  Kettering off  the A14

rooms are tastefully appointed: one of the double

rooms boasts a four-poster bed. Breakfast is based on Twywell (the name means ‘double spring’) has a

farm and local produce, and with a little notice

resident owner Audrey Clarke will also prepare a

history that includes the Romans, the Saxons

splendid evening meal. 

and the Normans, but the strongest, and most

In the garden are an imposing medieval stone

surprising connection is with Africa. Two

dovecote and a charming summer house, and the

African boys, Susi and Chuma, faithful servants

12th century village church is just beyond the garden wall. The area around the farm is perfect for pleasant and companions of David Livingstone, were

country walks, and though peaceful and serene Dairy

with him when he died and carried his body

Farm is within easy reach of the local amenities. And hundreds of miles to the sea before

with the A14 close by it is ideally suited for touring accompanying it to Westminster Abbey. They

and sightseeing. 

 Open all year except Christmas. 
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with stars and stripes. It is thought by some

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

DODSON & HORRELL COUNTRY

that this motif  was the inspiration for the


STORE

American flag, being the coat of  arms of

 Ringstead, Kettering, Northamptonshire NN14 4BX

Sir John Washington, who died in 1624. 

 Tel: 01933 461539  Fax: 01832 737368

The church and nearby Montagu House, 

 e-mail:  rclark@dodsonandhorrell.com

 website:  www.dodsonandhorrellcountrystore.com

home of  Sir John, are places of  pilgrimage

For more than 70 years the name of Dodson & 

for many American tourists. 

Horrell has been synonymous with top-quality animal

feed, and the complete range of feeds and


RAUNDS

supplements is sold in the Dodson & Horrell Country 7 miles SE of Kettering on the B663

Store. The feeds include many varieties for horses and ponies, Chudleys complete dry diets for pets and

A  small town in the Nene Valley with a

working dogs, bird food for cage, aviary and wild

lofty (183ft) church spire. It was at the

birds and the Countryside range for cattle, goats, 

heart of  the Northamptonshire

pigs, sheep, poultry, rabbits and game. The feed is

produced not far from the shop at Islip, under the

shoemaking trade, specialising in army

supervision of John and Richard Horrell, sons of the

boots, and was also known for the

company’s co-founder Claude Horrell. The company

manufacture of  dolls. In May 1905 Raunds

has always been committed to producing the

highest-quality feeds, nutritionally sound and

hit the headlines when 200 men marched

promoting the health of the animals. All the feeds are to London to protest at the poor rates of

sourced from certified non-GM ingredients, from

pay for bootmakers. They were delighted to

traceable raw materials, manufactured in D&H’s own Market Cross, Higham Ferrers

medication-free mill, tested for prohibited substances find on their arrival that a crowd of  10,000

and all with a vegetarian formulation. 

supporters was waiting for them. After 10


HIGHAM FERRERS

The store stocks everything for horse and rider, 

days, the strikers won concessions and

 10 miles SE of  Kettering off  the A45

from grooming, hoof and skin care products to

returned victorious. 

clothing (coats, jackets, tops, breeches, chaps, 

A  Chichele College

gloves, socks, hats and scarves), riding boots, 


IRTHLINGBOROUGH

jodhpurs, wellies, yard/country boots, tack, stable

Just off  the Market Place in this delightful old

equipment, bedding, fleece and show rugs and

 7 miles SE of Kettering on the B571/A6

town a narrow lane leads to a unique group of

blankets. All the top brands are kept in stock, 

including Harry Hall, Masta, Cottage Craft, Hac-Tac, 

A  small town noted for its leather and iron

ecclesiastical buildings. These include the 13th

Aerborn, Ultima, Korda, Hunter and Carr & day & industries. It boasts two fine bridges across the century spired Church of  St Mary the Virgin, Martin. Dodson & Horrell Country Store keeps an

Nene, one built in the 14th century, the other

a chantry and bede house, and a 13th century

excellent range of fishing equipment – reels, nets, 

in the 20th. The medieval bridge has 10 ribbed market cross. Also here is Chichele College, rods, hooks, floats and ready rigs and over 300

baits. Featured brands include Sensas, Belstane, Fox, arches, and the arms of an ancient monastery

a college for secular canons founded in 1422, 

Bait-Tech, Vision, Middy, Maverand Bag’em

carved into one if  its stones, suggesting

named in honour of  a local worthy called

Matchbaits. Among other items in store are poultry

perhaps that it was built by monks, perhaps

Henry Chichele. Born here in 1362, he

feeders and drinkers, electric fencing and local

produce including fresh cakes and pies, preserves, honey and Faringtons mellow yellow. 

from Peterborough. The modern one, running progressed from baker’s boy to Archbishop of Friendly, professional staff are on hand with help and advice and as well as selling the vast parallel to the old, is an impressive sight, its

Canterbury, a position he filled for 30 years

range of stock they offer a number of services that include rug washing and repair, embroidery and great arches stretching for half  a mile over the

until his death in 1443. 

fish smoking. Trading hours are 8.30 to 5.30 (Sunday and Bank Holidays 9 to 2); goods can also low-lying land by the river. Irthlingborough is

be ordered by phone, e-mail or online. 


PYTCHLEY

home to Rushden & Diamond Football Club, 

Dodson & Horrell has the highest market share of feeds for both the leisure and professional 2 mile S of  Kettering off  the A509

sectors of the industry. It holds Royal warrants of Appointment as horsefeed suppliers to the whose stadium is located in the magnificent

Queen Elizabeth II (1985) and for Chudleys Dog Food (2006). A full history of Dodson & Horrell Diamond Centre. Also in the centre is the Doc

G  Pytchley Hunt

can be viewed at www.dodsonandhorrell.com

Shop, selling Dr Martens boots. 

The location of  the old headquarters of  the
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Pytchley Hunt. One of the most famous

Wellingborough was granted its market

Irchester Country Park, 200 acres of

gardens and parkland, including the first

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

Masters of  the Hunt (1827-1834) was Squire

charter in 1201 and markets are still held four

woodland walks, wayfaring course, nature trail, 

Alpine garden and the first garden gnomes in

Osbaldeston, a man of  boundless energy and

days a week. In and around the market square

picnic meadows and ranger service in a former England, plus a shop and tea room and a farm stamina, who once successfully wagered 1,000

are several interesting old buildings, including

ironstone quarry. 

museum. The gnomes were imported from

guineas that he could ride 200 miles in 10

the gabled Hind Hotel. One of  its rooms is

Nuremberg by Sir Charles Isham and used, the


PODINGTON

hours, changing horses as necessary. He used

called the Cromwell Room because it was

story goes, as place-name holders at his dinner

 4 miles SE of  Wellingborough off  the A509

32 horses and completed the 200 miles with

being constructed while the Battle of  Naseby

table. Proving unpopular with his guests, they

more than an hour to spare. No one took up

was in progress. 

The noisiest place for miles around, this is the

were soon moved into the garden, where they

his offer of  a vast sum of  money if they could

location of  the Santa Pod Raceway, where the

found another first in the shape of bonsai

Another fine building is Croyland Abbey, 

achieve the same feat with the same horses. 

fastest motorsport on earth takes place on

trees for company. 

now a Heritage Centre with a wealth of  local

The good squire was a crack shot, a talented

selected days between March and November. 

history, and near it is a splendidly restored old


NASEBY

The Top Fuel Dragsters can accelerate from 0

underarm bowler and a fine boxer. He was

tithe barn originally used for storing the

 10 miles W of  Kettering off  the A5199

to 100mph in under a second, so put in your

evidently less accomplished at backing horses

manorial tithes. Stone-walled and thatch-

ear plugs and don’t blink! 

C  Battle of Naseby

than riding them, for he ended his days in

roofed, it is 70 feet long and 22 feet wide. It

London in obscurity and comparative poverty. 

dates from the 1400s and has two great


LAMPORT

Two monuments and interpretation panels


doorways at either side, one of  them 13 feet in

 8 miles SW of  Kettering off  the A508

mark the site of  the Battle of  Naseby, where, WELLINGBOROUGH

in 1645, Oliver Cromwell’s Parliamentarian

 8 miles S of  Kettering off  the A509 or A45

height. An attraction in the centre of  town is

A  Lamport Hall

forces defeated King Charles I and

the Millennium Rose Garden at Swanspool

A  Church of St Mary    B  Croyland Abbey

Gardens. The Embankment at

Lamport Hall is a fine 16th century house

determined the outcome of  the Civil War, 

E  Summer Leys Nature Reserve

enlarged in the 17th century by John Webb. 

thereby giving the English people the right to

Wellingborough is a great place for a family

Home to the Isham family from 1560 to 1976, rule their own country. Cromwell and Fairfax This important market and industrial town, 

outing, where a thriving population of  swans

it features an outstanding collection of

with 14,000 Roundheads faced the Royalist

known for its iron mills, flour mills and

lives next to the outdoor paddling pool that

furniture, books, paintings and china. It has

forces, who advanced outnumbered two to

tanneries, sits near the point where the River

dates from the 1930s. South of  the town, 

one. The first attack came at 10

Ise joins the River Nene. The spire of  the

Summer Leys Nature Reserve is a year-

o’clock on the morning of  June 14th

medieval All Hallows Church rises among

round haven for large numbers of  birds. Each

Lamport Hall

and, after heavy fighting, Fairfax won

trees in the centre of  town, and the other

May, thousands of  people visit the town for

a decisive victory, capturing all the

church, whose great tower can be seen on the

the International Waendel Weekend of

King’s baggage and a fortune in gold

further bank of the Nene, is the Church of  St walking, cycling and swimming. 

and silver. The King surrendered in

Mary. It was built in the first decades of  the IRCHESTER

Newark some months later and the

20th century and is regarded as Sir Ninian

 2 miles SE of  Wellingborough off  the A45

Civil War was at an end. Naseby

Comper’s masterpiece. He declared St Mary’s

Battle and Farm Museum, in the

J 

his favourite church and wished to be buried

Country Park

village, contains a model layout of the

here with his wife but Comper’s fame

Originally a Roman settlement, a fortified

battle, relics from the fight and a

demanded interment in Westminster Abbey. 

town whose walls were eight feet thick. A

collection of  bygone agricultural

Funded by two Anglo-Catholic spinster sisters, Saxon cemetery was also discovered here, and machinery. 

St Mary’s has been described as “a sort of

Norman England is represented by the plinths

Many of  the defeated Royalists

fantastical King’s College, Cambridge”, a

in the church. The six-arched bridge that

who fled after the battle were

sumptuous medley of  extravagant Gothic

crosses the River Nene is 14th century and

surrounded and killed at the village

features complete with gilded columns and

bears the crossed keys of Peterborough Abbey

of  Marston Trussell on the

golden angels. Not to be missed! 

and the wheel of  St Catherine. On the B570 is

Leicestershire border. Their remains
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entrance to the Hall contains

years’ imprisonment. Responsible for several

the 20th century. But Corby was still

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

Battle of Naseby stone monument, Naseby

fine marble from Rome, some

intriguing buildings, he died soon after

essentially a small village until the 1930s, 

William Morris furnishings

proclaiming the first Stuart king and just

when Stewarts & Lloyds built a huge steel-

and the vaults of  the families

before his son Francis was arrested as a

making plant based on the area’s known

who have lived at the Hall –

protagonist in the Gunpowder Plot. 

reserves of  iron ore. That industry virtually

the Hanburys, the Naylors

Neighbouring Rushton Hall, also dating

stopped in 1980, but Corby remains a go-

and the Lancasters. 

back 400 years, and described as a “dazzling

ahead modern town, with many cultural and

example of  Tudor and Stuart splendour”, was

leisure opportunities for young and old alike. 


RUSHTON

built by Sir John Tresham, enlarged by Sir

It also treasures its heritage, both historic and

 4 miles NW of  Kettering off  the

Thomas and completed by the Cockayne

geographic. 170 acres of  woodland have been

 A6

family. It is now a hotel, restaurant and

preserved intact at the very heart of  the

A  Rushton Triangular Lodge

conference centre. 

town, and there is much to interest the visitor

in the surrounding villages that make up

One mile west of  the village, 


DESBOROUGH

Corby Borough: Cottingham, East Carlton, 

on an unclassified road, stands the

 5 miles NW of Kettering on the A6

Middleton, Rockingham, Stanion and

lie in the churchyard. 

extraordinary Rushton Triangular Lodge, 

Weldon. At Top Lodge Visitor Centre, two

described as “the purest folly in the country”. 

Desborough has the appearance of being a


KELMARSH

miles south of the roundabout at

It was built by Sir Thomas Tresham in 1597

relatively modern town, but its history can be

 6 miles W of Kettering on the A508

Duddington, The Barn enables visitors to

and symbolises the Holy Trinity, with three

traced back to the Bronze Age. The oldest

watch live televised pictures of  a family of

A  Kelmarsh Hall

walls, each with three windows, three gables

standing building is the Church of  St Giles, 

red kites on their nest and offers the chance

Near Junction 2 of  the A14, just outside the

and three storeys, topped with a three-sided

built around AD1225, and other buildings of

of  seeing theses wonderful birds soaring

village of  Kelmarsh, Kelmarsh Hall is an

chimney. Thomas Tresham, known as Thomas

architectural interest include the 18th century

above the barn and nearby woodland. 

early 18th century house designed in Palladian

the Builder, was brought up a Protestant but

Church House and the late 17th century Old

Tel: 01536 407507

style by an outstanding pupil of  Sir

courageously returned to the Roman Catholic

Manor House coloured with the rich reds of

Christopher Wren, James Gibbs (who is

faith of  his ancestors. At Rushton Hall, the

Northamptonshire ironstone. 


EAST CARLTON

perhaps best known as the architect of the

Tresham family home since the 14th century, 

 1 mile W of Corby on the A427


CORBY

Church of  St Martin in the Fields, London). 

he was caught harbouring the renowned Jesuit

 6 miles N of  Kettering off  the A43

J  Countryside Park

One of  only two surviving houses outside

Edmund Campion and was sentenced to seven

E  Top Lodge

East Carlton Countryside Park comprises

London by Gibbs in this style, 

100 acres of parkland with nature trails and a

it stands in 3,000 acres of

A  modern industrial town, but one with a

steel-making heritage centre with craft

farmland, with a lake, beautiful

history. Taking its name from a Scandinavian

workshops, a forge and a cafeteria. 

topiary and rose gardens and

chieftain during the Danish occupation, it

woodland walks. The Great

grew in significance in the mid-10th century, 


ROCKINGHAM

Hall is the focal point of the

when King Edgar set up the Corby Hundred,  2 miles N of Corby on the A6003

house, with many of  Gibbs’

with a local Moot Court governing the affairs

A  Rockingham Castle

original features. One of  the

of  other villages in the area. True industry

most attractive rooms is the

arrived at Corby in the later years of  Queen

“450 Years a Royal Castle, 450 years a family

Chinese Room, where the

Victoria’s reign, with the building of  the

home”. Nine hundred years of  history are

hand-painted wallpaper, from

Kettering-Manton railway. Many of  the bricks contained within the walls of  Rockingham Kimberley Hall in Norfolk, 

used in the building of the viaduct at

Castle, built by William the Conqueror on the

dates from the 1840s. The

Harringworth were made at Corby

slopes of  Rockingham Hill, overlooking the

church opposite the main

Kelmarsh Hall, Kelmarsh

brickworks, which closed at the beginning of

Welland Valley and the thatched and slate-
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in 1514 by Sir Robert

Reformation priest’s lodge which is of  specialist

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

Rockingham Castle

afternoons in June, July and August. 

Brudenell and has been

Also near Deene, in the parish of  Gretton, 

architectural interest and is in the care of  the

occupied by the family ever

is Kirby Hall (English Heritage), one of  the

National Trust. In the village church is a tablet

since. One of  the family’s

loveliest Elizabethan ruins in England. Now

commemorating one Lancelot Skynner, a

most distinguished members

only partly roofed, the hall dates from 1570

rector’s son, who died in 1799 when the ship La

was James, 7th Earl of

and was given by Elizabeth I to her Lord

Lutine, laden with gold, sank off  Holland. The

Cadogan, who led the

Chancellor and favourite courtier Sir

ship’s bell was recovered and now hangs in the

Charge of  the Light Brigade

Christopher Hatton. Alterations attributed to

London headquarters of  Lloyd’s who had

at the Battle of  Balaclava. 

Inigo Jones were made in the 17th century. A

insured the cargo. 

The Earl survived the

version of  Jane Austen’s  Mansfield Park was

slaughter but was killed four

filmed here in 1998. 

Oundle

years later when he fell from

roofed cottages of  the village. The grand

the horse that had carried him safely at


WELDON

A  School    H  International Festival

rooms are superbly furnished, and the armour

Balaklava. The horse’s head is on display at

 2 miles E of Corby on the A427

in the Tudor Great Hall recalls the Civil War, 

Deene.  Transformed from medieval manor

Oundle is a beguiling little town with some

This sizeable village is best known for the

when the castle was captured by the

to Tudor and Georgian mansion, Deene Park

fine stone buildings dating from the 17th and

honey-coloured building stone quarried here. 

Roundheads. Owned and lived in since 1530

contains many fine examples of period

18th centuries, ancient hostelries and a variety

The stone was used to build nearby

by the Watson family, the castle was put to

furniture and some beautiful paintings. The

of  specialist shops. The town is probably best

Rockingham Castle and Great St Mary’s

atmospheric use by the BBC in the series By

oldest visible part is an arch of  about 1300 in

known for its Public School, founded by Sir

Church in distant Cambridge. An interesting

the Sword Divided, in which it was known as

the east of  the house; the Great Hall was

William Laxton in 1556. An inscription to his

house on the village green, is the windowless

Arnescote Castle. Charles Dickens wrote

completed in the late 1500s  and has a

memory is written above the 17th century

Round House, once used as a lock-up. 

much of Bleak House at Rockingham. 

magnificent sweet chestnut hammer-beam

doorway in Greek, Latin and Hebrew. The


BRIGSTOCK

medieval church, with its magnificent tower


HARRINGWORTH

roof. The house is open on Bank Holiday

Sunday and Monday afternoons from Easter

 5 miles SE of Corby on the A6116

and 200-feet spire, is an impressive sight, and

 4 miles N of  Corby off  the B672

to the end of  August and all Sunday

other notable buildings include three sets of

On the banks of  a tributary of  the River Nene

A  Viaduct

almshouses. The museum, in the old

called Harpers Brook, the Saxon village of

courthouse, paints a picture of  local life and

An impressive sight here is the great Viaduct

Brigstock has many delightful old cottages, a

the farming heritage down the years. 

carrying the railway from Kettering to

16th century manor house, and a church with

In mid-July, the town hosts the Oundle

Oakham a mile across the Welland Valley. 

an unusual circular extension to its tower. The

International Festival – 10 days devoted to a

Completed in 1879, it has 82 spans, each 40

village was once deep in Rockingham Forest, 

vibrant mix of  classical music, theatre, jazz

feet wide. In the village are a notable village

and the church bells were rung three times a

and film. The festivities include a hugely

cross and the Church of  St John the Baptist

day to guide travellers. By the little tree-

popular open-air jazz and firework spectacular. 

(12th to 14th centuries). 

covered village green a quaint Elizabethan


DEENE

cross topped by a ball weather vane stands on

four steps. 

Around Oundle

 4 miles NE of  Corby off  the A43

A  Deene Park    A  Kirby Hall

EASTON-ON-THE-HILL


LYVEDEN NEW BIELD

 12 miles NE of Corby on the A43

Surrounded by beautiful gardens and

 4 miles SW of Oundle via the A427

grounds filled with old-fashioned roses and

A  Priest’s House

A  Lyveden New Bield Lodge

rare trees and shrub stands Deene Park. 

An attraction here at the far northern tip of the

Another of Sir Thomas Tresham’s creations, 

Originally a medieval manor, it was acquired

Deene Park

county is the Priest’s House, a pre-

Lyveden New Bield is a cross-shaped
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village without seeing the

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE


PLANTATION

St Mary & All Saints church, Fotheringhay

Church of  St Mary and All

 Oundle Road, Polebrook, Peterborough, PE8 5LQ

Saints, a 15th century former

 Tel 01832 274755   www.plantation.co.uk

collegiate church in a

 e-mail: info@plantation.co.uk

prominent position overlooking

Plantation is a new, independent plant centre located the Nene Valley. Notable

just outside the beautiful and historic market town of Oundle. It was purpose built in 2006 and grows a

features include an unusual

broad range of plants and trees on its 4 acre site. 

octagonal lantern tower. 

With its all wooden shop and inspiration plant

The neighbouring village of

displays it offers a refreshing and different experience for both keen gardeners, looking for specific plants, and Woodnewton has retained

new gardeners who want help and ideas in developing

much of  its historic character, 

their gardens. Other products include pots and containers, and the many houses of

topiary, hedging, grow your own kits, composts, seeds and organic pest controls. Plantation also offers garden limestone, thatch and

consultation and encourages customers to bring photos or Collyweston slate in Main

drawing and will help in advising on suitable plants for Street have led to its

space and use. Open days are held regularly with special designation as a Conservation

events and courses running throughout the year. Please look at the website for details or call ahead. 

area. In the graveyard of  St

Mary’s Church is the grave of

In the shop you will find garden related gifts and tools. Refreshments and cream teas are available Nicolai Polakovs, better known

seasonably. Oundle hosts an international music festival, Festival of Literature, Farmers Market and Hatton, a favourite of  Elizabeth I, was one of

as Coco the Clown, who retired to

has a wide range of independent shops and activities and is well worth a visit any time. 

the judges who sentenced Mary to death. 

Woodnewton in 1973 and died there shortly

Following her death, it is said that her

afterward. A  short drive to the north, at

Elizabethan garden lodge erected to symbolise from the tiny village green to a much larger jewellery was stolen and hidden in the

Nassington, stands the Prebendal Manor

the Passion. Begun around 1595 as a garden

site less than a mile away at the New Lodge

woodlands around Corby. If  so, it lies there

Medieval Centre. At its heart is the manor, a

lodge for his main residence, the Old Bield, it

Veterinary Centre. 

still. The castle was pulled down in 1627 and

13th century Grade I listed building that for

remains virtually unaltered since work on it

200 years later a gold ring was found with a

many centuries was home to Prebendaries, 


FOTHERINGHAY

stopped with the death of  Sir Thomas in

lovers’ knot entwined around the initials M

officials of  the Church. The Centre provides

1605. An intriguing and haunting roofless

 4 miles NE of  Oundle off  the A605

and D - Mary and Darnley? Perhaps the ring

an insight into the lives of  these powerful

shell, it features some interesting exterior

A  Church of St Mary & All Saints    A  Castle

fell from the Queen’s finger as she was

men, including Simon of Sudbury, who later

frieze work and stands in beautiful open

executed. The evocative site of  the castles by

became Archbishop of  Canterbury and was

B  Prebendal Manor Medieval Centre

countryside, with the remains of  late-

the River Nene is rich in atmosphere, and

beheaded in the Tower during the Peasants

The first Fotheringhay Castle was built

Elizabethan water gardens adjoining the site. 

visitors to Fotheringhay should not leave the

Revolt of  1381. 

around 1100 by the son-in-law of  William the

The new orchard contains many old varieties

Conqueror; the second in the 14th century by

of  apples, pears and plums. 

Edmund of Langley, a son of  Edward III. 


ASHTON

Richard III was born here; Henry VIII gave

 1 mile E of  Oundle off  the A605

the castle to Catherine of Aragon and it later

became the prison and place of execution of

The village is the home of  the World Conker

Mary, Queen of  Scots, who was brought here

Championships, which have taken place on

in bands of steel and beheaded in the

the second Sunday in October since 1965. 

Banqueting Hall in 1587. Sir Christopher

For the 2009 renewal the event is moving
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