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MERSEYSIDE AND GREA

The  Country Living Guide to Rural England – Merseyside and Greater Manchester published by Travel Publishing in conjunction with  Country Living Magazine,  is one of a series of county-based digital travel guides covering England which will be made available to readers free of charge through the  All About You website and through Travel Publishing’

a

s own websites. 

b

c

The guides are based on the popular series of Country Living Guides to Rural England published in printed form which can be purchased through the  All About TER MANCHESTER

d

 You  bookshop , Country Living Magazine, high street bookshops, internet retailers and Travel Publishing. 

e

f

g

This digital guide to Merseyside and Greater Manchester is published in PDF

h

format which means that you can browse the guide page by page or simply search for specific villages or towns (see pages 4 and 5). You can also print off individual pages of your choice if you are planning a visit to a particular area or, alternatively

K

, the whole of the digital guide. 

L

i

If you want more information on the places to see, stay, eat, drink or shop advertised in this guide all you need to do is click on the relevant website or j

e-mail address contained in the advertisement. 

k

We

l

do hope you like using this version of the  Country Living rural guide and that m

it helps you enjoy exploring the wonderful counties of Merseyside and Greater Manchester. We are always interested in receiving comments on places covered n

(or not covered) in our guides so please do not hesitate to give us your considered comments by e-mailing us on 

o

 info@travelpublishing.co.uk. 

p

q

For more information on other titles in the Country Living Rural Guide series or any other Travel Publishing titles (printed or digital) or to buy a printed guide please visit the  All About You

r

website on  www.allaboutyou.com/countryliving

or one of the T

s

ravel Publishing websites -  www.travelpublishing.co.uk and

 www.findsomewhere.co.uk. 

t

u


Travel Publishing

v


© Travel Publishing Ltd

All content within this edition is protected by the UK copyright of Travel Publishing Ltd. All rights reserved. This material A  historic building  B  museum and heritage  C  historic site  D 

may be used only for internal, informational, noncommercial purposes. Y  scenic attraction  E  flora and fauna ou may not modify or alter the content in any

F  stories and anecdotes  G  famous people  H  art and craft  I  entertainment and sport  J  walks way. You may not, without obtaining Travel Publishing’s written permission, republish, redistribute, or otherwise make any copies except for personal use. You may not use the material in a manner that suggests an association with any of our publications or services. 
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MERSEYSIDE AND GREA

LOCATOR MAP

Merseyside & Greater Manchester

Osbaldeston

Wilpshire

Kirkham

Burnley

Preston

Hebden

Lytham St Anne's

Warton

Freckleton

Blackburn

Accrington

Bridge

Hutton

Oswaldtwistle

Longton

Todmorden

At the heart of  the metropolitan county of

Manchester comprises the districts of

Rawtenstall

Cragg

Leyland

Bacup

Vale

Merseyside is Liverpool, once a by-word for

Bolton, Bury, Manchester, Oldham, 

Tarleton

Banks

Darwen

Ripponden

Whitworth

urban decline, it has reinvented itself  in

Rochdale, Salford, Stockport, Tameside, 

Mere Brow

Southport

Chorley

Eccleston

Ramsbottom

Littleborough

Rochdale

Skarisbrick

a

recent years, a tranformation crowned by its

Trafford and Wigan. Manchester, like

Egerton

Milnrow

Burscough

Burscough

Horwich

Horwich

Bury

Marsden

role as European City of Culture in 2008. 

Liverpool, has been transformed over the

Ainsdale-on-Sea

Heywood

Bridge

Blackrod

Bolton

Ormskirk

Ormskirk

b

Blackrod

Shaw

The city boasts two magnificent cathedrals, 

past few years, and is notable for many fine

Aspull

Formby

Standish

Formby

Standish

Middleton

Wigan

Radcliffe

Great Altcar

Great Altcar

Skelmersdale

Skelmersdale

cWigan

both of  which should be on the itinerary of

buildings; some, like the Town Hall and the

Atherton

Maghull

Oldham

Abram

any visitor to the city, and football fans are

Cathedral, have long been city landmarks, 

Little Crosby 

Rainford

Walkden

Mossley

TER MANCHESTER

d

Salford

Kirkby

Swinton

Crosby

Leigh

Leigh

sure to want to visit the grounds of

while the new generation of  buildings

St Helens

e

MANCHESTER


MERSEYSIDE

Stretford


Liverpool or Everton. There are many

include Trinity Bridge and the City of

Bootle

Glossop

Bootle

 MERS


EYSIDE

Urmston


St Helens

Denton

Wallasey

LIVERPOOL

f Risley

Hyde

organised walks and tours covering all aspects Manchester Stadium. The city’s museums and Prescot

Sale

Stockport

Brookhouses

Hoylake

Birkenhead

Warrington

Altrincham

Huyton

Birkenhead

g

of  city life and the Mersey ferry is a favourite galleries are the most numerous and diverse Lymm

Widnes

Hazel 

Widnes

 WARRING


TON

Hale


Cheadle

New 

est Kirby

Grove

Mills

West Kirby

Bebington

Bebington

Halewood

 HALTON  h

way of  admiring the city’s transformed

outside the capital, ranging from the Museum

Poynton

Whaley

waterfront. Aintree is the home of  the

of  Science & Industry to the John Rylands

Heswall

Wilmslow

ostyn

Heswall

Mere

Bridge

Runcorn

Knutsford

Alderley

world’s most famous steeplechase, the Grand

Library and the Whitworth Gallery. In Salford, 

Bollington

c

Frodsham

Pickmere

Pickmere

Carmel

Edge

Frodsham

Helsby

Holywell

Ellesmere

Holywell

K

Barnton

National, and Merseyside has another major

the Lowry is a stunning cultural complex

Prestbury

Rainow

Port

Ki

l

L

N th i h

racecourse in Haydock Park at Newton-le-

overlooking the Manchester Ship Canal. 

Willows. 

Visitors to Manchester do not have to travel

i

Towns and Villages

Outside the city, Merseyside has its fair

far to be in the country: Tameside, for

j

Please click on any of the towns and villages

share of  grand houses and rural attractions. 

example, offers country parks, woodland, 

k

listed below for information on that location. 

Notable among these are Croxteth Hall and

moorland and reservoirs. It was the 3rd Duke

Country Park, Knowsley Safari Park and the

of  Bridgewater who commissioned the first

l

National Trust’s Speke Hall. The Trust also

canal in the country, linking his coal mines

Ainsdale

pg 10

Knowsley

pg 11

Shaw

pg 32

Aintree

pg 8

m

has the care of  a stretch of  coast at Formby, 

with Manchester and Liverpool. By 1850, 4000

Littleborough

pg 31

Southport

pg 13

Altrincham

pg 20

Liverpool n

pg 6

Speke

pg 12

an internationally important site for wildlife

miles of canals transported 30 million tonnes

Bolton

pg 23

Lydiate

pg 9

St Helens

pg 11

Bury

pg 26

o

and home of  the famous Formby red

of  freight throughout the country each year. 

Manchester

pg 17

Stalybridge

pg 22

squirrels. The whole stretch of  coastline

They have long since ceased to fulfil their

Cheadle Hulme

pg 20

Marple

p

pg 22

Stockport

pg 19

from the Mersey Estuary to north of

original role, but many stretches have been

Crosby

pg 12

Milnrow

pg 32

Summit

pg 32

Delph

pg 32

q

Southport, is a haven for birdwatchers. 

restored to become a splendid leisure amenity. 

Newton-le-Willows

pg 12

Tottington

pg 25

Denshaw

pg 32

Oldham

r

Southport itself  is a delightful spot that

Among the finest of the attractions outside

pg 18

Turton Bottoms

pg 26

Diggle

pg 33

Panhandle

pg 22

Uppermill

pg 33

combines Victorian elegance with all the

the towns are Bramall Hall, a wonderful old

Dobcross

pg 33

s

Ramsbottom

pg 26

Walmersley

pg 26

amenities of  a popular seaside resort and a

‘magpie’ house near Cheadle Hulme, Haigh

Formby

pg 9

Rochdale t

pg 29

West Derby

pg 10

generous supply of  culture. 

Hall and Country Park near Wigan, and Hall i’

Greater Manchester

pg 23

Salford

pg 21

Whitworth

pg 31

Healey

pg 30

Sefton

u

The metropolitan county of  Greater

th’ Wood near Bolton. 

pg 8

Wigan

pg 28

Ince Blundell

pg 9

Sefton P v

ark

pg 12
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Albert Dock’s many other visitor attractions

a vintage Post Office pillar box. 

MERSEYSIDE AND GREA

Liverpool

Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King

include Tate Liverpool, which occupies a

Dating back to 1863, this unique

C  Albert Dock  H  Tate Liverpool

beautiful converted warehouse and is the

example is topped by a full size

largest gallery of modern and contemporary

gold and royal blue crown. 

B  Merseyside Maritime Museum

art outside London and specialises in works

Liverpool has a wealth of

A  St George’s Hall  H  Walker Art Gallery

from 1900 to the present day. Spread over four

other architectural gems away

A  Liverpool Town Hall  A  Chinese Arch

floors, it is one of  four Tates, the others being

from the Albert Dock area. 

I  FACT  A  Liverpool Cathedral

a

Tate Britain and Tate Modern in London and

Among these are the Walker

A  Cathedral of Christ the King  I  

b

ACC Liverpool

Tate St Ives in Cornwall. Tate Liverpool hosts

Art Gallery, presenting 600

regular special exhibitions and has a year-

years of  art including

I  The Beatles Story   A  Mendips

c

round programme of  tours, informal gallery

masterpieces by Rubens, 

A  20 Forthlin Road  I  Casbah Coffee Club

talks, study days and Sunday family events. 

Rembrandt, Poussin, 

TER MANCHESTER

d

H  Mr Hardman’s Photographic Studio

e

Merseyside Maritime Museum is three

Gainsborough and Hogarth; 

B  Liverpool Football Club Museum

f

museums in one - the Maritime Museum with

Liverpool Town Hall, a superb

I  Everton Football Club

its Transatlantic Slavery Gallery, the Museum

18th-century Grade I listed

g

of  Liverpool Life and HM Customs & Excise

building with a dome topped by a statue of

cathedral in Europe; the largest church organ

Still basking in the afterglow of  its role as the

National Museum, which tells the exciting

in the world, with 9765 pipes; the highest and

European City of  Culture for 2008, Live h

Minerva, Goddess of Wisdom; and St

rpool

story of  smuggling and contraband from 1700

George’s Hall, one of the finest neo-classical heaviest ringing peal of  bells in the world. 

also glories in its status as a World Heritage

to the present day. 

buildings in the world. In a completely different


The Metropolitan Cathedral of  Christ

Site, so designated because it provides “ThK

e

A curiosity to look out for in Albert Dock is

genre of architecture, the Chinese Arch in

the King is a dramatic modern masterpiece, 

supreme example of a commercial port at the

L

Chinatown rises 50 feet and spans Nelson

its focal point being a circular nave of  glass

time of  Britain’s greatest global influence”. 

and concrete, the work of  Sir Frederick

The most striking embodiment of

i

Street. Brilliantly decorated, it is the largest such that

arch outside China. A short walk from the

Gibberd. The Lantern Tower of  the nave

time is Albert Dock, which forms part ofj

Chinese Arch brings you to FACT (Foundation contains the world’s largest stained glass the largest group of  Grade I listed

k

for Art and Creative Technology), a cinema, 

window, designed by John Piper and Patrick

buildings in the UK. This painstakingly

Reyntiens. This cathedral was completed in

restored masterpiece of  Victorian

l

café, bar and gallery with a strong leaning

towards the moving image. 

1967, but in the previous century there was a

architecture was designed by Jesse Hartley m

Liverpool boasts two spectacular cathedrals, 

scheme to erect a cathedral second only in size

and built to hold the biggest sailing ships n

one Anglican, the other Roman Catholic. The

to St Peter’s. Only the crypt was built, and that

of  the day. It was opened by Prince Albert o

Anglican Liverpool Cathedral is an amazing

can be visited on a guided tour. 

in 1846, but by the end of  the 19th century

Major projects that were completed for the

steam had largely replaced sail and the

p

20th-century Gothic-style masterpiece, begun

in 1904 when the foundation stone was laid by City of Culture celebrations include ACC

Dock was in decline. It finally closed in

q

King Edward VII, and completed in 1978, 

Liverpool, a multi-purpose arena for sports as 1972 and stood derelict for some years. 

r

when Queen Elizabeth II attended the

diverse as motocross and darts, and a

1984 saw the start of  its rebirth, and now

complete redevelopment of  the Paradise

the Dock is among the country’s most

s

celebrations. Even through two world wars, 

work never ceased and, though the city was

Street area in the city centre. 

popular heritage attractions with some four t

assailed repeatedly by enemy bombs, the

In modern times, it was the Beatles who

million visitors a year. Behind the giant

u

cathedral escaped serious damage. Designed

really put the city on the map worldwide, and

cast-iron columns and huge brick facades

the Fab Four are still responsible for a large

are dozens of  visitor attractions, shops and v

by Giles Gilbert Scott, and built mainly of

locally quarried sandstone, the cathedral

proportion of  the millions of  tourists who

retail outlets, restaurants, cafés, offices, TV

Albert Dock

abounds in superlatives; the largest Anglican

now flock here each year. The annual Beatle

studios and luxury apartments. 

A  historic building  B  museum and heritage  C  historic site  D  scenic attraction  E  flora and fauna F  stories and anecdotes  G  famous people  H  art and craft  I  entertainment and sport  J  walks
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Week is by far the busiest time to visit

Helen’s, with a 14th-century tower. Inside, 

MERSEYSIDE AND GREA

Around Liverpool

Liverpool and takes place in the last week of

there’s a beautifully restored ceiling with

August. The Beatles Story is the city’s major AINTREE

bosses and moulded beams, 16th-century

tribute to its four most famous sons, a walk-

screens, well-preserved box pews, two

through experience that re-creates the sights

 3 miles N of  Liverpool City Centre on the A59

medieval effigies of  knights, and an elaborately

and sounds of  the Merseybeat era. The

I  Grand National Experience

carved pulpit of  1635. A series of brasses

National Trust is responsible for two of the

One of  the most popular sporting attractions

recounts the history of  the Molyneux family

Beatles’ homes. Mendips was the c

a

hildhood

around Liverpool is the Grand National

from their arrival in Britain with William the

home of  John Lennon, where he lived with his Experience at Aintree racecourse. The tours, Conqueror. Though this is a small village, its

Aunt Mimi and Uncle George, 

b

a period re-

which take place at 11am and 2pm on Tuesday

name has also been given to the large

created in the 2009 feature film,  Nowher  c

 e Man. 

and Friday, take in the museum and picture

metropolitan district of  north Merseyside, 

20 Forthlin Road was the terraced home

which stretches from Bootle to Southport. 

TER MANCHESTER

d

gallery, the weighing room, parade ring, 

of  Paul McCartney during the early

e

years of

stables, stewards room, a simulated race of

the Beatles. Here they composed and


INCE BLUNDELL

champions, a virtual reality ride, Red Rum’s

rehearsed their earliest songs. V

f

isits to these

 6 miles N of  Liverpool off  the A565

statue, Red Rum’s grave, a tour of  the actual

houses start from Albert Dock or Spek g

e Hall. 

racecourse, souvenir shop, coffee shop and

A  Church of the Holy Family

The only venue where the Beatles play h

ed that

picnic area. Red Rum’s record in the world’s

One of  the oldest settlements in Merseyside, 

is still in place is the Casbah Coffee Club. It greatest steeplechase is one that will probably

the village takes part of  its name from the

is unchanged and complete with rooms

St Katherine’s Chapel, Lydiate

never be equalled: three times a winner (1973, 

Blundell family who have for centuries

painted by the famous four. Tours ar

K

e by pre-

1974 and 1977) and twice runner-up (1975

exerted much influence on the village and

arranged bookings only. 

L

and 1976). 

surrounding area. Ince comes from the Celtic enclosure with a gate to stop cattle roaming. 

Anyone with an interest in photography will

Year by year, the facilities for spectators at

word Ynes,  an island within a watery

Though the age of  the settlement here is

want to visit Mr Hardman’s Photogr i


aphic

the Grand National are improving, and there

meadow, which would have perfectly

uncertain, the now ruined St Katherine’s

Studio (National Trust). Edwa

j

rd Chambré

are other meetings apart from the three-day

described the village’s situation before the

Chapel dates from the 15th century. 

Hardman was a Liverpool photogra

k

pher who

Grand National fixture: Ladies Night May

surrounding land was drained. 

However, the most frequented building in the

flourished between 1948 and 1988. His

l

village is The Scotch Piper, a lovely cruck-

beautiful Georgian home in Rodney Street

evening meeting, Family Day meeting in

The annual candlelight service at the village

framed building with a thatched roof  that is

provides a unique time capsule of  Liver m

pool

October, and Beecher Chase Day in

Church of  the Holy Family is an ancient

believed to be the oldest pub in the region. It

life in the mid 20th century. There’s a small

November. The visitor centre at the course is

custom that appears to be unique to this

n

was originally built around a massive tree, 

exhibition space devoted to a selection of

open Tuesday to Friday, late May to late

county. The people of  the parish decorate the

o

which still holds up part of  the roof. Time has

Hardman’s work and you can also listen to him October, and at other times by appointment. 

graves in the cemetery with flowers and

passed by this old hostelry. There are no fruit

talk on film about his work. 

p


SEFTON

candles before holding a service there. 

machines, big screen TVs, juke boxes or quiz


The Liverpool F

q


ootball Club Museum & 

Common in Belgium, this custom was

 5 miles N of  Liverpool off  the A59

machines. But there are real coal fires, two real

Tour Centre celebrates all things Liver

brought to the village at the beginning of  the

r

pool, 

A  St Helen’s Church

ales on tap and a living-room feel to the whole

past, present and future, including a re-

20th century. 

of  the pub. 

creation of  the standing Kop. The tour tak s

es

This quiet old village stands at the edge of  a


LYDIATE

in the dressing room, the team dug-out and t

rich and fertile plain of  farmland that lies just


FORMBY

 7 miles N of  Liverpool on the A5147

the tunnel, and displays in the museum cov

 12 miles N of  Liverpool off  the A565

u

er

behind the West Lancashire coast. It formed

the whole history of  the club. Fans of  The

part of  the estate of  the Earls of  Sefton

A  St Katherine’s Chapel  A  The Scotch Piper

E  Formby Point  E  Freshfield Nature Reserve

Toffees will make for Goodison Park for a v

(descendants of the Molyneux family) right up

This is another pleasant old village bordering

tour of  Everton Football Club. 

until 1972. The village has a pub, a 16th-

the flat open farmland created from the West

Like Ormskirk, Formby has a connection with

century corn mill and a delightful church, St

Lancashire swamps. Lydiate itself  means an

potatoes. It’s said that sailors who had

A  historic building  B  museum and heritage  C  historic site  D  scenic attraction  E  flora and fauna F  stories and anecdotes  G  famous people  H  art and craft  I  entertainment and sport  J  walks
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estuary and, on a clear day, the hills of

woodland, wildlife, an adventure playground


ST HELENS

MERSEYSIDE AND GREA


Wales and of  the Lake District are

and a riding centre. Special events staged

 12 miles E of  Liverpool City Centre

also visible. The whole stretch of  this

throughout the year include flower shows, 

H  World of Glass   H  ‘Dream’

coastline is filled with birding sites, 

family-fun days and murder mystery nights. 

B  North West Museum of Road Transport

from Seaforth Nature Reserve on the


KNOWSLEY

Mersey Estuary to Marshside RSPB


St Helens was once a centre of  the glass

Reserve north of  Southport. 

 5 miles E of  Liverpool City Centre off  the A580

industry, a heritage that is illustrated in the

a

E  Knowsley Safari Park

fascinating exhibits in the World of  Glass, 


AINSDALE

b


E  

which is housed in a striking Victorian Cone

 17 miles N of  Liverpool on the A565

National Wildflower Centre

House. Here, visitors are informed about the

c

Easily reached from the city, via the A580 and

E  Ainsdale National Nature Reserve

history and the techniques, both through

the M57 (Junction 2), Knowsley Safari Park

interactive displays and regular demonstrations

Sand Dunes, Formby Point

TER MANCHESTER

d

Towards the sea, from the centre of

brings visitors face to face with the great

e

the village, lies what was Ainsdale-on-

by the resident glass artists. One of  the most

outdoors and creatures of  the wild. A five-

travelled with Sir Walter Raleigh to Vi

impressive artefacts on display is a magnificent

f

rginia

Sea with its old Lido and the more modern

mile safari drive gets close to baboons, lions, 

brought back potatoes with them and grew

Pontin’s holiday village. Between here and

Venetian chandelier. The complex also

tigers, zebras, elephants, rhinos, bison, 

them in the fields around what w

g

as then a

Formby, further down the coast, the sand

includes a canalside café, children’s play area

ostriches, camels, wildebeest and many other

small village. There are still many acr

h

es of

dunes form part of  the Ainsdale National

and gift shop. 

creatures. In the walkabout area are a reptile

potato fields being cultivated in the area. To

Nature Reserve, one of the most extensive

Occupying a former bus depot, the North

house, children’s lake farm, otter pools, 

the west of  the town, Formby Point and

dune systems in the country. It’s also one of

West Museum of  Road Transport houses a

giraffes and meerkats, performing sea lions

Ainsdale National Nature Reserve form

K

the

the few remaining habitats of  the endangered

unique and extensive collection of  historic

and parrots, as well as a restaurant and snack

most extensive dune system in Britain, 450 L

natterjack toad, which breeds in the shallow

public road vehicles from the North West

bar and over 20 rides, including dodgems, a

acres of  wood and duneland. Formby P i

oint

pools that form in the sand dunes. This quirky

region. The museum’s collection represents

rope course, a pirate ship and a mini railway. 

was the site of Britain’s first lifeboat station, 

more than 10% of  the national stock of

j

creature, which has the loudest croak of  all

The only one of  its kind in the UK, the

built in 1776 which can still be seen. 

European toads, is the only species of  toad

preserved buses and coaches. The collection is

National Wildflower Centre in Court Hey

The origins of  this small coastal to

k

wn lie in

that walks rather than hops. As well as

made up of  68 vehicles, largely buses, and a

Park is a peaceful place where visitors can

the time of  the Vikings. The name Formby l

supporting the toads, the salt pools are the

wealth of  information and the associated

learn about the huge variety of  colourful

comes from the Norse Fornebei meaning

materials relating to each exhibit. The museum

m

natural habitat for a variety of  rare dune

wildflowers native to this country. 

Forni’s town. Between the Norman Conquest

plants, including Dune Helleborine, Grass of

is open at weekends and by

n

and the time of the Dissolution in 1536, there

Parnassus and Round-Leaved Wintergreen. 

arrangement. 

were a succession of  landowners but, 

o

by the

The town’s biggest new


WEST DERBY

mid 16th century, the Formby and Blundellp

attraction in every sense is

 4 miles NE of  Liverpool City Centre close to the families emerged as the chief  owners. Formby

 ‘Dream’ - an iconic 20-metre

q

 M57/A580 junction

Hall (private), built for William Formby in

high artwork by artist Jaume

1523, occupies a site that was first deve

r

loped

A  Croxteth Hall and Country Park

Plensa situated on top of

in the 1100s. 

s

Sutton Manor overlooking the

Croxteth Hall and Country Park is the

Today, For

M62. It has already starred in

t

mby is perhaps better known as a Edwardian country estate of the Earl of quiet and desirable residential area and also the

Channel 4’s  Big Art series and

Sefton, a place with many attractions for all

home of  an important red squirr

u

el sanctuary

has also won the prestigious

ages. The Hall itself  - elegant, opulent and

at the National Trust Freshfield Nature v

2009 Marsh Prize, awarded

beautifully maintained - stands in a 500-acre

Reserve and pine forest. From the shoreline

annually to the country’s best

estate that includes a working farm, a lovely

there are magnificent views over the Mersey

public sculpture. 

walled garden and a country park with

National Wildflower Centre, Knowsley
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NEWTON-LE-WILLOWS

1990s. Re-opened in 2002, The Grade II*

high water mark so that at any one time some

lined streets, and its superb shopping still

MERSEYSIDE AND GREA

 15 miles E of  Liverpool on the A580

listed octagonal three-tiered structure houses

may appear to be paddling while others have

makes this one of  the most visited towns in

I  Haydock Park  G  William Huskisson

plants from around the world in the Liverpool

only their heads appearing above the water. 

this region. 

Botanical Collection and stages a year-round

The beach itself  has only really been stabilised

The fashion for sea-bathing is usually

One mile from Junction 23 of  the M6, 

programme of events and concerts. 

in the last half  a century or so with the

reckoned to have originated with George III’s

Haydock Park is the region’s premier year-

Two other buildings of  note in Sefton Park

planting of Christmas trees amongst the dunes regular dips at Weymouth in the late 1700s, round racecourse, with 30 days racing on the

are the Church of  St Agnes,  with a bleak and the building of  a sea wall. Before this was

but at Southport they’d already been doing it

flat and over the jumps. Highlights of

a

the year

Victorian red-brick exterior and a complex, 

done, at high tides the sea could come in as far for generations. Only once a year though, on include the Peter Marsh Chase and Swinton

atmospheric  neo-Gothic interior; and the

as the first row of  houses. 

St Cuthbert’s Eve, the Sunday following

Hurdle under National Hunt rules

b

, and the

nearby Unitarian Church, which is something

For a comparatively small town, Crosby, has

20 August. The holiday became known as

Stanley Leisure Sprint Cup on the flat. 

c

of a showcase of  Art Nouveau design. 

an extraordinary roll call of  well-known former

“Bathing Sunday, when folk travelled some

Newton-le-Willows was once famous for its

or current residents. Amongst them are the

distance to throw off  their clothes and frolick

TER MANCHESTER

d

production of locomotive


SPEKE

e


engines and was

Right Reverend Lord Robert Runcie, 102nd

naked in the sea”. The tradition was associated

also the site of  the first fatal railway accident. 

 8 miles SE of  Liverpool City Centre off  the

Archbishop of Canterbury; George Melly, the

with the legend, or fact, that St Cuthbert had

William Huskisson, MP for Liverpool, f

 A561

jazz performer and writer; novelist Dame Beryl

once been shipwrecked but had miraculously

alighted from a carriage

g

on the opening day of

A  Speke Hall

Bainbridge; Lord Birt, former Director-General

been able to swim to the shore and safety. 

the Manchester & Liverpool Railwa

h

y and was

of the BBC; comedians Kenny Everett and

Southport’s history as an all-year, rather

struck by a train hauled by George

Dating from 1490, Speke Hall (National

Nigel Rees; Cherie Blair, the QC and wife of

than a one-day-a-year resort began in 1792

Stephenson’s  Rocket. A memorial beside the

Trust) is one of  the greatest half-timbered

ex-Prime Minister, Tony Blair; Lynda La Plante, 

when its first hotel was built. A local man, 

railway line records the sad event. 

K

houses in the country, set in splendid gardens

and woodland that belie its location in the

writer, screenwriter and actress; and Anne

‘Duke’ Sutton, went to the beach, gathered all SEFTON PARK

L

Liverpool suburbs close to the airport. The

Robinson, journalist and television presenter. 

the driftwood he could find, nailed it together, 

 3 miles SE of  Liverpool City Centre

i

interior spans the centuries, from the Tudor

Even more remarkable is that three of  the

put in the minimum of  furniture, and opened

leading figures in the  Titanic disaster were from for business. 

A  Palm House A  Church of St Agnes

j

Great Hall to Jacobean plasterwork and the

Victorian oak parlour and kitchens. Other

Crosby: Bruce Ismay, Managing Director of  the

Within a few years other houses and hotels

A  Unitarian Church

k

attractions include the restored Home Farm

White Star Line and creator of   RMS Titanic; had sprung up among the dunes and by 1802

The beautifully restored centrepiece of  the l

building, a children’s play area and a giant

Edward J Smith, the captain of  the doomed

‘Duke’ Sutton felt confident enough to

park is the Palm House, 

ship; and Arthur Henry Rostron, the captain of

m

opened in 1896 and

maize maze. The Hall also hosts a programme

rebuild his makeshift, if  environmentally-

rescued from a dilapidated state in the early

of  events from Easter onwards. 

the  RMS Carpathia, which famously rescued

friendly hotel, in stone. Over-confident as it

n

 Titanic survivors. 

turned out. The following year he was

o


CROSBY

thrown into Lancaster gaol for debt and later

 9 miles NW of  Liverpool on the A565

p

Southport

died a pauper. 

H  Another Place

q

Southport though continued to thrive and

F  ‘Duke’ Sutton  A  Wayfarers Arcade

by the 1860s was by far the most popular

r

Crosby’s two-mile long beach recently

gained national attention with the

A  Town Hall  H  Atkinson Art Gallery

seaside resort in Lancashire. The town’s only

s

installation of sculptor Antony

B  British Lawnmower Museum  A  The Monument

problem was that its main attraction, the sea, 

t

Gormley’s figures of  100 identical iron

was getting further and further away as silt

I  Model Railway Village  I  Marine Lake

from the Ribble estuary clogged the beach. 

u

life-size men. Called Another Place, 

A  Pier  I  New Pleasureland

the sculptures were originally intended

The town council’s response was to build the

v

to be a temporary installation but will

E  Flower Show   E  Red Rum

second-longest pier in the country, complete

now remain permanently in place. They

Besides offering a step back in time, the broad

with a miniature railway, which is still

Palm House, Sefton Park

are placed at varying distances from the

promenades of  Southport, its elegant tree-

operating. They also created numerous parks
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and gardens, and constructed elegant

Off  Lord Street, there is one of  the town’s

Central Library was built in 1879 as the

MERSEYSIDE AND GREA

boulevards such as Lord Street. All that

several covered arcades – Wayfarers Arcade, 

premises of  the Southport and West

activity in Victorian times imbued the town

built in 1898 and a fine example of these

Lancashire Bank. The original ceiling of

with an appealingly genteel atmosphere, which, popular shopping malls. The modest entrance the banking hall can still be seen, as can

happily, it still retains. 

opens out into a beautiful cast-iron and glass

its fireplace. On the first floor is the

The town’s central, main boulevard, Lord

conservatory with a first floor gallery and

Atkinson Art Gallery, which contains

Street, is a mile-long road that was built along

splendid central dome. Originally named the

collections of British art and Chinese

the boundary bordering the lands of

a

the two

Leyland Arcade after the town’s Member of

porcelain. In Shakespeare Street, the

neighbouring lords of  the manor. 

b

A superb

Parliament, it took its present name in 1976

British Lawnmower Museum (see

shopping street today, the exceptionally wide

after the arcade’s most successful leaseholder. 

panel opposite) is a tribute to the

pavements, with gar

c

dens along one side and an

In a central position along Lord Street

gardening machinery industry, with an

elegant glass-topped canopy along most of  the stands Southport’s rather modest Town Hall. 

unrivalled collection of machines, many

Southport Pier

TER MANCHESTER

d

other side, make this one of

e

the most pleasant

Built in 1852 of a classical design, its facade

from the Victorian and Edwardian eras, as

places to shop in the country. Many of

well as lawnmowers once owned by such

example, flanked by grand hotels on the land

f

the

includes a beautiful carving in bold relief  of

town’s classical style buildings are found along

the figures of  Justice, Mercy and Truth picked

celebrities as Princess Diana and Vanessa

side and a series of  formal gardens on the

its length and it has been designated a

g

out in white against a Wedgwood blue

Feltz. Amongst the many manufacturers on

other. Here you’ll also find the Model

conservation area. 

h

background. Further along, the Atkinson

display here are the rather unexpected names

Railway Village set in beautifully landscaped of  Rolls-Royce, Royal Enfield, Hawker

and sheltered gardens. Based upon typical

Siddeley, Perkins Diesel, Fraser Nash and

southwest Lancashire architecture, the layout

British Lawnmower Museum

K

many more. 

consists of a country scene, village and town. 

 106-114 Shakespeare Str

L

 eet, Southport, Lancashire  PR8 5AJ

Not all the notable buildings in Southport

Movement is generated in the Model Village

 Tel: 01704 501336  Fax: 01704 500564

 website:  www.lawnmowerworld.co.uk

i

are Victorian. The Mecca Bingo Club, 

by one of  the largest 45mm garden railway

originally called the Garrick Theatre, was held

systems in the UK with five LGB trains

The British Lawnmower Museum 

j

located in the picturesque

to be the finest theatre in the country when it

continuously running on 500 metres of  track. 

Victorian seaside holiday resort of Southport, Lancashire, houses a k

was opened in 1932. With much of its exterior

As the silting up of  the Ribble estuary

private collection of over 200 pristine exhibits of special interest l

(part of 400) built up over a period of 50 years and is now a as it would have appeared when it first

progressed unchecked, the Marine Lake was

tribute to the garden machinery industry which has developed over opened, it is a wonderful example of  the Art

constructed at the northern end of  the

m

the past 170 years from the Industrial Revolution, when modern Deco style. Finally, Lord Street is also home to promenade. At over 86 acres, this man-made n

technology was not available, to the present day. Many of the the town’s war memorial, The Monument. 

lake is the largest in Britain and, as well as

machines have been rescued from the scrap yard and restored to o

Opened on Remembrance Day 1923 by the

being an attractive site and a place for the

their present very high standard. In addition to early grass cutting and garden machines p

Earl of  Derby, this is a large and grand

pursuit of all manner of  watersports, also host

dating from the 1830’s, the exhibition houses the largest collection of vintage toy memorial that remains the town’s focal point. 

to an annual 24-hour yacht race. 

lawnmowers and games in the world. 

q

Its design was the subject of  a competition

The museum has now become one of the world’s leading authorities on vintage From the centre of  the promenade extends

r

lawnmowers and is now the largest specialists in antique garden machinery, supplying parts, and the winning entry was submitted by

Southport’s Pier, which, at 1460 yards long, 

s

archive conservation of manuscript materials including 500 original patents from 1799, and Garyson and Barnish, designers of  the famous was the longest pier in the country until 1897. 

valuing machines from all over the world. The museum retains a character not often seen in Royal Liver Building in Liverpool. The central

Following a fire in 1933 it was shortened, but

these modern times. 

t

obelisk is flanked by twin colonnades on

it remains the second longest in the country. 

u

Included in this unique national collection are manufacturers not normally associated with which the names of the town’s more than

Until the end of the last century pleasure

the garden industry, names such as Rolls Royce, Royal Enfield, Daimler, Hawker Sidley, v

1000 dead are inscribed. 

steamers were able to depart from here to

Perkins Diesel, British Leyland and many more. A lot of the exhibits memorabilia and Every self-respecting Victorian resort had a

Barrow in Cumbria, Bangor in Wales, and the

industrial artifacts are from the Victorian and Edwardian era and have been restored and keep a small part of British engineering heritage alive. 

Promenade and Southport’s is a typical

Isle of Man. Along the shore line, and opened

A  historic building  B  museum and heritage  C  historic site  D  scenic attraction  E  flora and fauna F  stories and anecdotes  G  famous people  H  art and craft  I  entertainment and sport  J  walks
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in the spring of  1998, the new sea wall and

saint. Here was certainly a thriving fishing

used in Westminster Abbey during the

MERSEYSIDE AND GREA

Marine Drive is a wonderful modern

village here in the early 1100s. 

coronation of Charles II. During

construction, extending the length of

As the settlement lay on a crossroads and at

World War One, Moels Hall was used

Southport’s sea front and blending well with

the start of  a route over the sands of  the

as a military hospital. 

the town’s Victorian heritage. 

Ribble estuary, it was a place of  considerable

Planned on the site of the old

The normal attractions of  a seaside resort

importance. It was also here that the tradition

Churchtown Strawberry Gardens in

have not been forgotten and New

of  sea bathing in this area began, when, in

1874, the Botanic Gardens, restored

Pleasureland is the obvious ch

a

oice for those

1219 St Cuthbert’s Eve was declared a fair day, 

in 1937, are beautifully maintained and

seeking thrills and hair-raising rides

b

. The 100

which later became known as Bathing Sunday. 

present a superb example of classic

plus rides and attractions include the country’s

There is still plenty to see in this small

Victorian garden design. With

tallest, fastest looping coaster, go-karts

c

, kids’

village. The present Meols Hall dates from

magnificent floral displays, a boating

quad bikes and bumper boats. Keen gardeners

lake, wide, twisting paths, and a fernery, 

TER MANCHESTER

d

the 17th century but its appearance today is

Whitworth Art Gallery, Manchester

will know Southpor

e

t for its splendid annual

largely thanks to the work carried out by the

little has changed here since the day the

Flower Show, second only to Chelsea, f

and

late Colonel Roger Fleetwood Hesketh in the

gardens were first opened by the Rev

golfers will be familiar with the name of  Royal 1960s. The older and larger part of  the hall Charles Hesketh. Also within the gardens are a finest in the country, is the work of  Alfred Birkdale Golf  Course, just south of

g

the town

had been demolished in 1733 and when the

museum of  local history, a café, gift shop and

Waterhouse; its many treasures include a

centre. Southport has one more sporting h

colonel took over the house in the late 1930s, 

pottery shop. 

wealth of  stained glass and mosaic, and Ford

association of  which it is justly proud. From

the remaining building was rather nondescript. 

Madox Brown’s murals in the Great Hall. 

behind a car showroom in the 1970s, Ginger

Taking the gabled bay of  the late 17th century

Manchester

Manchester’s museums and art galleries are

McCain trained Red Rum on the sands ofK

as a start, extensions were added to give the

the most impressive and diverse outside

Southport to a record-breaking three

L

house a varied roofline and a three-

A  Town Hall  B  Museum of Science & Industry

London. All repay lengthy visits, and in

i

magnificent wins in the Grand National run at

dimensional frontage. 

particular the world-class Museum of

B  Jewish Museum  B  Manchester Museum

Aintree. A statue of  the great horse can be

The hall is the last home of  the Hesketh

Science & Industry, telling the story of  the seen in Wayfarers Arcade. 

j

B  Urbis  I  Manchester United Museum

family who at one time had owned most of

world’s first major industrial city; the Jewish

k

the coastal area between Southport and

H  Manchester Art Gallery  H  Whitworth Gallery

Museum housed in the city’s oldest purpose-

Around Southport

l

Heysham. Occasionally open to visitors, the

H  John Rylands Library  I  Trafford Centre

built synagogue; Manchester Museum in the

University, famed for its Egyptian collections; 

m

hall has a fine art collection and, in the

A  Barton Swing Aqueduct

the ultra-modern Urbis with interactive


CHURCHTOWN

entrance hall, three carved chairs that were

n

A  Manchester Ship Canal

displays exploring life in different cities of  the

 1 mile NE of  Southport on the A5267

o

I  Heaton Park  A  Heaton Hall  E  Tameside

world; the Manchester United Museum in

A  Meols Hall  E  Botanic Gardens

p

Like Liverpool, Manchester has enjoyed an

Trafford where the impressive stadium is

This charming village, set beside the River

urban renaissance as new buildings and open

available for guided tours; the Manchester

q

Wyre and complete with thatched

spaces have been developed, transforming the

Art Gallery; the Whitworth Gallery, home to cottages, has retained much of  its village

r

face of the city. The Beetham Tower, Santiago

some of the UK’s finest collections of art and

feel. Considerably predating the seaside

s

Calatrava’s Trinity Bridge, Bridgewater Hall, 

design, including modern and historic fine art, 

resort, Churchtown is, as its name

home of  the Hallé Orchestra, and the City of

prints, textiles and a rare collection of

t

suggests, centred around its church. Since

Manchester Stadium take their places as

wallpapers; and the impressive Gothic-style

it is dedicated to St Cuthbert, it is

u

landmarks alongside the splendid Town Hall, 

John Rylands Library, designed by Basil possible that while fleeing from the

v

the Cathedral, and the Baroque Church of  St

Champneys to display the library of  the cotton

Danes, the monks of  Lindisfarne rested

Ann with its rare glass by William Peckitt of

magnate. Housed in one of  Manchester’s most

here with the remains of their famous

York. The Victorian Town Hall, perhaps the

beautiful buildings, the library was re-opened

Churchtown Botanic Gardens
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in the spring of  2007 following a £16.8

contains a championship golf  course and an


STOCKPORT

when tunnels were built into the red sandstone

MERSEYSIDE AND GREA

million transformation. 

Animal Centre. 

 6 miles SE of Manchester on the A6

rock to accommodate thousands of  people

Another essential venue, and not just for

Seven miles to the east of  Manchester is the

B  Hat Works  B  Stockport Museum

seeking refuge from air raids. 

shoppers, is the breathtaking Trafford Centre. district of Tameside, much of  which is open One of  the town’s most imposing buildings

C  Air Raid Shelters  H  Stockport Art Gallery

Beneath a stunning arched steel and glass roof, land comprising moorland, country parks, is the Stockport Art Gallery with its grand

are some 230 stores, 55 restaurants, cafés and

reservoirs and woodland. At Portland Basin, 

B  Staircase House  A  Stockport Viaduct

portico of  four Corinthian columns. Opened

bars, a 20-screen cinema and lots of  other

where three canals meet, there is a new heritage

A  Chadkirk Chapel

in 1925, the gallery has a magnificent marble

entertainment. 

a

centre that hosts special events throughout the

Nearly 50% of the borough is green space, so

hall with inspirational exhibition spaces. It

Just a 15-minute walk from the Traffo b

rd

year, including the Tameside Canals Festival. 

visitors will find plenty of  opportunities for

offers a changing programme of

Centre is the astonishing Barton Swing

contemporary art and craft exhibitions and

c

walking and enjoying the countryside. One of

Aqueduct (free), a 235ft-long engineering

Around Manchester

the town’s most fascinating attractions is the

artist-led workshops. 

TER MANCHESTER

marvel built to carry the Bridgew

d

ater Canal

Hat Works, located in the restored Wellington Only recently opened to the public, 

over the Manchester Ship Canal. T

e

he aqueduct OLDHAM

Mill. It is the country’s first and only museum

Staircase House in the Market Place is a

swings while full of  water - 800 tons of f

it - a

beautifully restored medieval town house

 7 miles NE of Manchester on the A627

dedicated to hats and hat-making. Visitors can

spectacle that attracts visitors from around the

learn about Stockport’s historic links with

famous for its rare cage newell staircase, a

world. Opened in 1894, the 

g


Manchester Ship

H  Gallery Oldham


hatting (more than 4500 people were

Jacobean masterpiece that is one of  only three

Canal was one of

h

the last major canals to be

Set high in the Pennine Hills and dominated

employed in the industry here at the end of

surviving in the UK. Visitors journey through

constructed in Britain. It stretches for 36 miles by St Mary’s Church on its summit, Oldham in the 19th century), see the original machinery

time from the building’s humble beginnings as

from Eastham, on the southern shore of  the

its industrial heyday had 250 working cotton

and enjoy an amazing display of  some 400

a cruck-framed structure to the splendour of

Mersey estuary six miles from Liverpool, K

mills that between them kept 18 million

hats of  all shapes and sizes, from miniature

the 17th-century town house. 

almost to the centre of  Manchester. In

L

spindles busy. Today the town is energetically

hats made by apprentices to the world’s tallest

The town’s most dominating architectural

i

addition to the swing aqueduct, the canal has

striving to regenerate itself  in the post-

topper. Close by are the  Stockport Museum

feature is the Stockport Viaduct, which is

seven swing road bridges, four high level road

j

industrial era. The striking Gallery Oldham, 

– one of  the first purpose-built museums in

500 metres long and has 27 arches. When it

bridges, five high level railway viaducts and

which opened in 2002, was the first phase in

the UK and located in the Market Place - and

was completed in 1839 it was one of the

five sets of  huge locks. 

k

the creation of  the town’s Cultural Quarter. 

the Air Raid Shelters (see panel below) near

largest free-standing brick-built structures in

Four miles to the north of  the city centre,l

The gallery’s changing exhibition programme

the Merseyside Shopping Centre, which

the world. 

Heaton Park is the largest of

m

Manchester’s

features items from Oldham’s extensive

provide a trip back in time to World War Two

A few miles east of  Stockport is another

open spaces. Its 640 acres nestle in the

collections of fine and decorative art, social

foothills of  the Pennines, and over the pastn

history and natural history, alongside touring

Stockport Air Raid Shelters

few years its rolling landscape has been

o

exhibitions and newly commissioned work. 

restored to its original character when it waps Adjoining the Gallery is the second phase of Stockport, Cheshire  SK1 1NE

part of  the estate surrounding Heaton Hall, 

 Tel: 0161 474 1940

q

the programme, the Oldham Library and

home of  the Earls of  Wilton. The hall itself

Lifelong Learning Centre. Designed by the

 website:  www.airraidshelters.org.uk

was rebuilt from 1772 onwards by the

r

same award-winning architects who built the

Stockport’s unique Air Raid Shelters have been architect James Wya

s

tt and is a striking example Gallery, the Centre is open seven days a week carved into the natural sandstone cliffs in Stockport of neo-classical decoration. Many of the

Town Centre and are the largest purpose built

t

and offers extensive free computer facilities. 

rooms are open to the public and the elegant

Second World War civilian underground air raid

The Cultural Quarter is also home to Oldham

shelters. They were boarded up after the war and rediscovered a few years ago, since when Library is available for civil weddings. The u

Theatre Workshop, Oldham Arts

they have been imaginatively restored to give visitors the feel of wartime Britain. 

newly restored Orangery

v

is also open to the

Development and the Asian theatre company

Visitors can explore the labyrinth of underground passages and wander through the public and a popular venue for wedding

Peshkar, all of  whom are based in the former

reconstructed Warden’s post, Toilets, First Aid Room, Canteen Tool Stores, Benches and celebrations and receptions. The park also

Victorian museum building. 

Bunkers that once housed over five thousand people during a night in the Blitz. 

A  historic building  B  museum and heritage  C  historic site  D  scenic attraction  E  flora and fauna F  stories and anecdotes  G  famous people  H  art and craft  I  entertainment and sport  J  walks







www.findsomewhere

Looking for somewhere to stay .co.uk

, eat, drink

Click Here for

or shop? www.findsomewhere.co.uk

www.travelpublishing.co.uk

20

travel guidebooks

 The Countr y Living Guide to Rural England - Merseyside and Greater Manchester 21

fascinating building, the Chadkirk Chapel. 

the next six centuries it was owned by the

noted have gone. The market is now centred

MERSEYSIDE AND GREA

Set in the heart of  Chadkirk Country Estate, 

same family, the Davenports. Over the years, 

on a Victorian hall opened in 1880, and the

this immaculately restored 14th-century chapel they continually altered and extended the range of  stalls is splendidly diverse (though

has associations with the 7th-century

originally quite modest manor house. But

the goods for sale do not now run to wives -

missionary St Chad. Visitors can relax in the

whenever they added a new Banqueting Hall, 

it is recorded that in 1823 a man sold his wife

peace of the chapel, then take a walk through

Withdrawing Room, or even a Chapel, they

by auction for the equivalent of  7½p!). A

woodlands and along the scenic Peak Forest

took pains to ensure that its design

modern bustling town, Altrincham

Canal to Etherow Park. 

a

harmonised happily with its more ancient

nevertheless has a long history, with clear

neighbours. Along with Little Moreton Hall

evidence that there was a settlement beside


CHEADLE HULME

b


and Gawsworth Hall, Bramall represents the

the River Bollin some 6000 years ago. Even

 7 miles S of Manchester on the A34

c

fullest flowering of  a lovely architectural style

older than that is the prehistoric body

A  Bramall Hall

whose most distinctive examples are all to be

preserved in peat discovered on Lindow

TER MANCHESTER

d

Developed in Victorian times as a comm e

uter

found in the northwest. 

Common nearby. From Victorian times, 

town for better-off  work

Altrincham has been a favoured retreat for

f

ers in Manchester, 


ALTRINCHAM

Cheadle Hulme is a busy place with a fine park

Manchester businessmen and the town is well

 8 miles SW of Manchester on the A560

on its eastern edg

g

e in which stands one of  the

supplied with inns, restaurants and shops -

grandest old ‘magpie’ houses in the nor h

thwest, 

H  Waterside Arts Centre

notably the £30 million redevelopment of

Bramall Hall (see panel below). This eye-

The writer Thomas de Quincey visited

the Stamford Shopping Centre. The town has

Salford Quays

catching, rambling perfection of black and

Altrincham in the early 1800s and thought its

also seen a major investment in the building

K

white timbered buildings overlooks some 62

bustling market “the gayest scene he ever

of  a new Ice Dome, which was opened in the eponymous Lowry collection. LS (Laurence acres of  exquisitely landscaped woods, lake L

s

saw”. The market was established by Royal

spring of 2007, and a new six-screen cinema

Stephen) Lowry, noted for his distinctive

and formal gardens. The oldest parts of i

the

Charter in 1290 and is still very active, 

opened a few months earlier. Other cultural

paintings of  northern urban landscapes, spent

Hall date from the 14th century; for five

venues include the Garrick Playhouse, 

j

of

although the old houses that de Quincey also

some time as a rent collector. He was granted

opened in 1932, the Club Theatre, a small but the freedom of Salford in 1965 and is buried k

thriving intimate theatre established in 1896, 

in Manchester Southern Cemetery, which is

Bramall Hall

l

and the Waterside Arts Centre, comprising

also the final resting place of  Sir Matt Busby, 

 Stockport, Cheshire  SK7 3NX

a 350-seat theatre, exhibition gallery, creative

 Tel: 0161 485 3708

m

for 50 years intimately associated with

learning spaces and a unique outdoor events

Manchester United. 

 website:  www.bramallhall.org.uk

n

plaza. 

A footbridge to the Trafford side of  the

Bramall Hall is known as one of

o


SALFORD

canal leads from The Lowry to the Imperial

“England’s treasures”. It is a

magnificent black and white Tudor

p

 4 miles W of  Manchester city centre off  the M602 War Museum North, a fantastic aluminium-manor house with Victorian additions

q

clad building whose three metal ‘shards’

H  The Lowry  B  Imperial War Museum North

set in 70 acres of beautiful parkland, 

represent conflict on air, sea and land. Its

which is landscaped in the style of

r

B  Salford Museum & Art Gallery  B  Ordsall Hall exhibits are dedicated to ordinary people and

s

Capability Brown. Take a tour of this beautiful house and you’ll discover the spectacular E  Blackleach Country Park  E  Clifton Country Park

their stories, whether far from home in a battle

Tudor plaster pendant ceiling, a wonderful 16th century embroidered table carpet and the t

wonderful wall paintings discovered by the Victorian owner. 

Salford’s major attraction is undoubtedly The

zone, or growing up in the midst of  war. 

Also within the Quays complex is the

u

Lowry, located in the fashionable Salford

The new costumed interpretation will give you a feel of the household in Bramall in 1890, with glimpses of the family from upstairs and the staff from downstairs. After a tour Quays. A stunning modern complex

Salford Museum & Art Gallery, which

v

around this beautiful house, relax in the tearoom or restaurant and be tempted by delicious overlooking the Manchester Ship Canal, The

houses art from the 19th century to the

cakes, scrumptious light refreshments or a three-course lunch. Bramall Hall provides a Lowry houses two theatres and an exciting

present day; a fine collection of  statuary; a

pleasurable learning experience with a fascinating day out. 

children’s activity gallery as well as the

unique reconstruction of  a Victorian cobbled

A  historic building  B  museum and heritage  C  historic site  D  scenic attraction  E  flora and fauna F  stories and anecdotes  G  famous people  H  art and craft  I  entertainment and sport  J  walks



www.findsomewhere

Looking for somewhere to stay .co.uk

, eat, drink

Click Here for

or shop? www.findsomewhere.co.uk

www.travelpublishing.co.uk

22

travel guidebooks

 The Countr y Living Guide to Rural England - Merseyside and Greater Manchester 23

street and hands-on displays of  local history. 

established his own ‘Stephensite’ chapels – one

really dries out,” he wrote. 

covered most of  the area. Now that much of

MERSEYSIDE AND GREA

Another museum, Ordsall Hall, occupies

in King Street, Stalybridge, the other in its

Marple is also famous for its flight of  16

this has been cleaned up, the rivers running

Salford’s oldest building, a superb black and

sister town across the Tame, Ashton-under-

locks on the Peak Forest Canal and the mighty

once again fast, clear, and supporting wildlife, 

white timbered structure dating from

Lyme. He campaigned tirelessly against the

three-arched aqueduct that carries the canal

the lasting legacy of  those days is the splendid

Elizabethan times. Within this Grade I listed

long hours worked in the factories and the

over the River Goyt. At Marple, the Peak

Victorian architecture of which every town

building, exhibits cover more than 600 years

policy, introduced in 1834, of  refusing poor

Forest Canal is joined by the Macclesfield

has at least one example. 

of  the town’s history. 

relief  outside the workhouse. 

Canal and there are some attractive towpath

Just minutes from the town centre ar a

e two

When in 1842 the mill-owners tried to

walks in both directions. 

Bolton

great lungs: Blackleach Country Park, b impose reductions in pay, the workers’

reclaimed from former industrial land to

embryonic trade union closed all the mills in

Greater Manchester

G  Earl of Derby  A  Town Hall  H  Octagon Theatre

become a scenic oasis; and 

c


Clifton Country

north Cheshire and south Lancashire. 

B  Museum, Art Gallery & Aquarium

Park, which has been imaginatively developed

Stephens was tried and sentenced to 18

TER MANCHESTER

d

Before the Industrial Revolution this was a

I  Reebok Stadium  A  Hall i’ th’ Wood

from what was the Wet Earth Colliery, e

one of

months in Chester gaol. On his release, he

sparsely populated region of remote hill farms

A  Smithills Hall  E  Animal World & Butterfly House f

the first deep mines to be sunk in the Irwell

continued his efforts to improve the workers’

and cottages that relied, chiefly, on sheep

Valley and established around 1740. 

pay and conditions for another 38 years. His

C  Barrow Bridge Village  B  Bolton Steam Museum

g

farming and the wool trade. Many of  the

funeral was attended by thousands and the

settlements date back to before the Norman

Synonymous with the Lancashire textile

The Panhandle

h

workers erected a granite obelisk to his

Conquest, and although little may have

industry, Bolton is also an ancient town that

memory in Stalybridge’s attractive Stamford

survived the rapid building of  the 19th

predates its expansion due to cotton by many

The narrow finger of  land pointing up to

Park. On it is inscribed a quotation from the

K

century, there are three surprisingly wonderful

centuries. First settled during the Bronze Age, 

West Yorkshire was chopped off  from

speech he delivered at his trial: “The only true

ancient houses to be seen here: Smithills Hall

by the time of  the Civil War, this was a market

Cheshire in the 1974 Local Government L

foundation of  Society is the safety, the security

and Hall i’ th’ Wood at Bolton, and Turton

town supporting the surrounding villages. 

redrawing of  boundaries and put into i

and the happiness of  the poor, from whom all

Tower, just to the north. 

The town saw one of  the bloodiest episodes

Greater Manchester, but more than 30 y

other orders of Society arise”. 

j

ears

However, there is no escaping the textile

of  the war when James Stanley, Earl of

on most of its population still consider

Derby, was brought back here by Cromwell’s

k


MARPLE

industry. Lancashire’s ideal climate for cotton

themselves Cheshire folk. At its northern end  10 miles SE of Manchester on the A626

spinning and weaving – damp so that the yarn

troops after the Royalists had been defeated. 

lie Longdendale and Featherbed Moss, 

l

does not break – made it the obvious choice

In a savage act of  revenge for the massacre

G  

Pennine scenery quite unlike anywher

Christopher Isherwood

m

e else in

for the building of  the mills. There are

his army had brought on the town early in

the region. 

Marple’s most famous son is probably the poet

the troubles, Stanley was executed and his

n

numerous valleys with fast-flowing rivers and

and novelist Christopher Isherwood who

severed head and body, in separate caskets, 


STALYBRIDGE

streams, and the development of  the extensive

o

was born at Marple Hall in 1904 and could

coalfields around Wigan supplied the fuel to

were taken back to the family burial place at

 6 miles E of Manchester on the A57

p

have inherited it from his grandfather had he

feed the power-hungry machinery. Finally, 

Ormskirk. While in captivity in the town, 

F  Rev Joseph Rayner Stephens

q

so wished. Instead, the author of   Mr Norris

there was a plentiful supply of  labour as

Stanley was kept prisoner at Ye Olde Man

Set beside the River Tame and with the Nor

 Changes Trains and  Sally Bowles (the source families moved from the hill-top sheep farms

and Scythe Inn, which, dating from 1251, is

rth

Pennine moors stretching for miles to the east, material for the musical  Cabaret) renounced into the expanding towns and villages to work

still standing in Churchgate today and is the

Stalybridge was one of  the earliest cotton s

the life of  a country squire for the more

the looms and turn the wheels of  industry. 

town’s oldest building. 

towns and its mill workers among the most t

sybaritic attractions of California. But Marple

In a very short time, smoke and soot filled

The centre of  Bolton is a lasting tribute to

radical and militant during the Chartist

made a great impression on him as is evident

the wealth and prosperity generated by the

u

the air and the once clear streams and rivers

troubles of  the 1840s. Oddly, one of their

in his book  Kathleen and Frank,  based on the became lifeless valleys of  polluted squalor. 

spinning of high quality yarn for which the

leaders was a former Methodist minister

v

, the

letters and diaries of  his parents. Isherwood

There are many illustrations in the region of

town was famous. The monumental Town

Rev Joseph Rayner Stephens, who had

revels in the wildness of  the Goyt Valley, not

the harsh working conditions the labourers

Hall, opened in 1873, is typical of the classical broken away from the Wesleyan ministry and

just its scenery but also its weather - “it never

had to endure and the dirt and filth that

style of buildings that the Victorian town

A  historic building  B  museum and heritage  C  historic site  D  scenic attraction  E  flora and fauna F  stories and anecdotes  G  famous people  H  art and craft  I  entertainment and sport  J  walks
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fathers favoured – tours are

birds. In the tropical atmosphere of  the

England from the early 1800s until the 1960s

MERSEYSIDE AND GREA

available. The hall is still the

Butterfly House are free-flying butterflies and when textile production declined dramatically town’s central point and it is

moths as well as insects, spiders, reptiles and

and many mills closed. 

now surrounded by the recently

tropical plants. 

There is a notable and rare 1840 twin beam

refurbished pedestrianised

On the northwestern edge of  the town is

engine and a unique 1893 ‘non-dead-centre’

shopping malls, market hall, and

Barrow Bridge Village, a small model village

machine. Although no steam supply is yet

the celebrated Octagon

built in the 1820s to house workers at the two

available, most engines are in running order

Theatre. The town’s excellent

a

six-storey mills that used to operate here. 

and can be seen in motion, under electric

Museum,  Art Gallery & 

b

Small bridges cross a picturesque stream and a

drive, on Open Days. 

Aquarium is one of  the largest

flight of  63 steps leads up the hillside to the

regional galleries in the

c

moors. Barrow Bridge village was the

Around Bolton

northwest with excellent

inspiration for Benjamin Disraeli’s famous

TER MANCHESTER

d

collections of fine and

e

novel  Coningsby. 

Hall i' th' Wood, Bolton

decorative art, including


TOTTINGTON

Also to the northwest of the town is the

examples of British sculpture

f

 4 miles N of Bolton on the B6213

Bolton Steam Museum, which is located in a

and contemporary ceramics. There are g

several tenants here was Samuel Crompton, 

former cotton store on the old Atlas Mills site

Tottington’s pub is named after a dog. The

collections of  natural history, geology, h

and

the inventor in 1799 of the spinning mule. 

off  Chorley Old Road. On display here is a

Hark to Towler, in the centre of the town, is

Egyptian antiques here, as well as some fine

Naturally, the hall has a replica of  Crompton’s

superb and extensive collection of  fully

very much a locals’ pub that happily welcomes

18th and 19th-century English watercolours

mule on display. 

restored textile mill steam engines. These were

visitors. Dating back to the 1800s, this imposing

and some contemporar

K

y British paintings and

Bolton’s second grand house, Smithills

in common use throughout the North of

red-brick pub’s unusual name means listen -

graphics. 

L

Hall, stands on an easily defended hill and was Bolton’s most recent major a

i

ttraction is the

built in the 1300s as a pele, or fortified


HOLLY MOUNT FARM SHOP

state-of-the-art Reebok Stadium, home of

dwelling. It was extended over the years and

Bolton Wanderers, one of  the world’

j

s oldest

this superb Grade I listed building now

 Hollymount Lane, Greenmount, nr Bury, 

football clubs. V

k

isitors can take a look behind

displays some of  the best examples of

 Lancashire  BL8 4HP

the scenes at one of  Europe’

 Tel:  01204 884530

l

s finest stadiums, 

medieval, Tudor and Victorian Arts & Crafts

 e-mail:  hollymountfarm@aol.com

seeing everything from the players’ changing-

architecture in the region. The hall was bought

m

rooms to the bird’s-eye vantage point of  the

by Bolton Corporation in the late 1930s and

All meats are home-produced and reared to a very high standard on local pastures at Greenmount. 

Press Box. 

n

has been beautifully restored. In addition to

For the Summer Barbecue there is a great range of

Bolton is fortunate in having two

o

the impressive collection of furniture and

sausages, burgers, kebabs and steaks. 

particularly fine old mansions, both on the p artefacts on display, the hall also hosts Home produced Beef and Pork & Cooked Meats

northern edge of  the town. Hall i’ th’ Wood, changing exhibitions throughout the year. As

Dry Cured Bacon and Gammons

is a delightful part-timbered medieval

q

well as seeing one of  the oldest and best-

Selection of Local Cheeses and Speciality Chutneys

merchant’

r

s house dating from 1530 to 1648. A

preserved fortified manor houses in the

Farm Fresh Free range eggs and Duck eggs. 

fine example of  its kind, Hall i’ th’ W

s

ood was

county, visitors can also wander along the hall’s

saved from dereliction by Lord Leverhulme in

wooded nature trail. 


Farm Shop Opening Hours

t


1900 and has been restored and furnished

Close to Smithills Hall, in Moss Bank Park, 

Monday - Closed, Tuesday - 9.00am to 5.00pm

with displays of  fine 17th and 18th-centuryu

is Animal World & Butterfly House, 

Wednesday - 9.00am to 1.00pm. 

furniture along with interesting items of

Thursday - 9.00am to 5.00pm

v

local

which provides a safe habitat for a variety of

Friday - 9.00am to 5.00pm. 

importance. The hall has a second claim to

animals and birds ranging from farm animals

Saturday - 9.00am to 2.00pm

fame since, for a number of  years, one of

to chipmunks, from wildfowl to tropical

Closed lunch 1 to 2pm, Tuesday to Friday
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hark - to the lead dog of  the hunt - Towler. 


RAMSBOTTOM

That was the year a man named Robert Peel

the town in 1788, was able to fund his

MERSEYSIDE AND GREA

An unspoilt farming town on the edge of

 6 miles NE of Bolton on the A676

established his Ground Calico Printing Works, 

illustrious career in politics, rising to become

moorland, Tottington escaped the

A  Peel Tower  G  Charles Dickens

the first of  many mills that would follow. The

Prime Minister in 1841. Famous for the repeal

industrialisation of many of its neighbours

opening of  the works, along with the

of  the Corn Laws, Robert Peel was also at the

H  Irwell Sculpture Trail

due to its then isolated position and it is still

subsequent mills, print and bleach works, so

forefront of  the setting up of  the modern

an attractive place to visit. 

Ramsbottom is a no-nonsense stone-built

dominated this part of  the Irwell Valley that

police force – hence their nickname, Bobbies. 

Pennine hill town with steep roads leading out

not only did they transform the landscape but

A statue of  Bury’s most distinguished son


TURTON BOTTOMS

a


of  town to the east and west. One of  these

also heavily polluted the river. At the height of stands in the Market Square and there’s an 4 miles N of  Bolton off  the B6391

b

leads to Peel Tower, which dominates the

the valley’s production it was said that anyone

even grander memorial near the village of

A  Turton Tower

surrounding countryside. Erected in 1852 to

falling into the river would dissolve before

Holcombe, a few miles to the north. 

c

commemorate the life of  the area’s most

Turton Tower near Bolton was built both for

they had a chance to drown. Today, thankfully, 

Another of  Bury’s famous sons was John

famous son, Sir Robert Peel, the tower is some

the valley towns are once again clean, the river

Kay, inventor of  the Flying Shuttle. Sadly, Kay TER MANCHESTER

d

defensive purposes and as a residence. In

128 feet high. Now restored, the tower itself  is

1400, William Orrell erected his sturdy, f e

our-

clear and fast-flowing, and a massive

neglected to patent his invention. He moved

occasionally open to the public and provides

square pele (fortified dwelling) in searc

regeneration project is transforming the town

f

h of

to France where he died a pauper and is

some spectacular views. 

safety during those lawless and dang

centre. An indication of  this greener Bury is

buried in an unmarked grave. The people of

g

erous

the fact that in 2007 it was awarded a silver

years. Some 200 years later, in more settled

In the Market Place is the Grant Arms, 

Bury, however, remembered him. In his

medal in the Royal Horticultural Society’s

times, a lovely half-timbered Elizabethan h

which commemorates two chief  bigwigs of

memory, they created the delightful Kay

mansion was added. Successive owners made

the town in the early 1800s. The Grant

Britain in Bloom national competition. 

Gardens in the town centre and erected a

further additions in a charming motley of

brothers were immortalised by Charles

With the family fortune gleaned from those

splendidly ornate clock-house tower. 

K

architectural styles. Quite apart from its

Dickens as the Cheeryble brothers in  Nicholas prosperous mills, Robert Peel junior, born in

A short walk from Kay Gardens, The Met

enchanting appearance, Turton is well wo L

rth

 Nickleby.  These generally philanthropic mill visiting to see its display of  old we

i

apons and

owners made sure of  the profits of  their pub

East Lancashire Railway

superb collection of  vintage furniture, 

by paying their workforce in tokens that could

j

outstanding amongst which is the

only be redeemed in the Grant Arms. 

 Bolton Street, Bury, Lancashire  BL9 0EY

sumptuously carved Courtenay Bed of

k

1593. 

Ramsbottom is on the Irwell Sculpture

 Tel: 0161 764 7790

l

Trail and in the Market Place is the wonderful website: www.east-lancs-rly.co.uk


WALMERSLEY

Tilted Vase by Edward Allington. This two-

The East Lancashire Railway offers visitors an 2 miles NE of Bolton on the A56

m

ton sculpture is classical in shape to reflect the

opportunity to step back in time to the age of

n

steam and travel along this delightful stretch of

Hidden away in the village of  Walmersley, just

surrounding buildings, but also bolted

track. Your journey can be broken at Ramsbottom

north of  Bury, is Hark to Dandler, an

o

together to reflect the old industries. 

or Irwell Vale stations where you could enjoy a

attractive pub dating from the mid 19th

p


BURY

lineside picnic. 

century that is thought to have

q

originally been

 6 miles E of Bolton on the A58

On Platform 2 at Bury Bolton Street Station, the

a vicarage. During a recent refurbishment, a

period tearooms offer views of the locomotives

G  

very old child’s coffin was found, full of

r

early

Robert Peel  G  John Kay  H  The Met

arriving or departing from the station, while you

19th-century artefacts

s

, behind the cellar walls. 

H  Art Gallery & Museum  I  East Lancashire Railway enjoy a meal in the pleasant surroundings. Snacks

and meals are available and the rooms can be pre-booked for special occasions. 

Along with the two resident ghosts, this addts

B  Bury Transport Museum   E  Burrs Country Park

A wide variety of events take place throughout the year, including Santa Specials, a Day an air of  mystery to the pub. The name is u B  Lancashire Fusiliers Museum out with Thomas and Friends, 1940’s Wartime weekend and Steam Enthusiasts Weekend -

more easily explained as, like Tottington’s pub

ring for current details. Adults can actually drive a steam or deisel locomotive on the (see above), it is named after a lead dog of v

the

There was a settlement at Bury in Bronze Age

‘Footplate Experience’ or an entire train can be hired for a special occasion or event. 

local hunt. 

times, but as late as 1770 it was still just a

Facilities for the disabled are extremely good with access at all the stations, toilets at the small market town surrounded by green fields. 

main stations and a specially adapted carriage with wide doors and hydraulic lift. 
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is a lively arts centre, which puts on

outstanding collection of medals and period

traditionalists on the other hand will be

MERSEYSIDE AND GREA

performances to suit all tastes, from theatre and

uniforms. The museum recently underwent a

more at home in the Wickham Gallery. A

children’s shows to rock nights and world music. 

£4.3 million facelift and re-opened to the

fairly recent addition to the town’s cultural

The Met also organises Bury’s Streets Ahead

public in September 2009. 

attractions is the Wigan Town Centre Art

Festival each May, a colourful street carnival that

A major shopping centre for the northwest, 

Trail - 13 installations scattered across the attracts artistes from around the world. 

Bury is also proud of its ancient Market, 

town centre and including the Market

This part of  town has become known as the which has been operating since 1440. Held on Cross Mosaic in New Market Square and

Culture Quarter since Bury’s Art Galler a

y & 

Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays, the market

some massive moving metal heads

Museum is also located here. R

b

e-opened in

is now the largest in the north with more than

adorning the fascia of  Trencherfield Mill. 

2005 after extensive refurbishment, the gallery

370 stalls offering a huge choice of  some

A striking addition in 2008 to the town’s

has a fine collection of

c

paintings, including

50,000 different product lines. Don’t leave

public art was The Face of  Wigan, 

works by Turner, Constable and Landseer, and without purchasing one of  Bury’s famous Wigan Pier

located in the town centre. This stainless

TER MANCHESTER

d

the outstanding Thomas W

e

rigley collection of

black puddings. 

steel sculpture of  a face was created by

Victorian oil paintings. The building also

designed engine house in 1907 by John and

sculptor Rick Kirby, stands 5.5 metres (18 feet)

f

On the outskirts of  the town lies Burrs

houses the Bury Archives Service, which

Country Park. As well as offering a wide

Edward Wood of  Bolton, the four-cylinder

high and cost £80,000. 

makes available local records da

g

ting from 1675 range of  activities it also has an interesting engine is the world’s largest working steam

to the present day. 

h

industrial trail around the historic mill site. 

engine, originally designed to power the cotton Rochdale The town has a real treat for those who

looms inside Trencherfield Mill. 


WIGAN

thrill to the sight, sound and smell of steam

An attractive feature of  Wigan is the

A  Town Hall  B  Rochdale Pioneers Museum

locomotives. Bolton Street Station is the K

 7 miles SW of Bolton on the A49/A577

stretch of  the Leeds and Liverpool Canal

H  Touchstones

southern terminus of  the East Lancashir L


e

C  Trencherfield Mill Steam Engine


Viaduct that passes high above the town. 

A  St John the Baptist Catholic Church

Railway (see panel on page 227), which i

A  Leeds and Liverpool Canal Viaduct

Originally designed for transporting coal to

operates regular services along a nine-mile

the cotton mills of  Lancashire, the canal now

B  Greater Manchester Fire Service Museum

j

E  Pennington Flash  E  Haigh Country Park

scenic route through the lovely Irwell Valley to

provides a haven for a variety of  wildlife. 

C  Rochdale Canal

Rawtenstall. For the really smitten, there’ k

s the

H  Wigan International Jazz Festival

Abram Flashes (lakes) and Ince Moss, which

Lying in a shallow valley formed by the little

opportunity to actually drive one of

l

the steam

H  Haigh Music Festival  H  Drumcroon Centre

adjoin the Leigh Branch of  the canal, have

River Roch, the town is surrounded to the

or diesel locomotives. Serious devotees of

been designated Sites of Special Scientific

m

H  Wickham Gallery  H  Wigan Town Centre Art Trail

north and east by the slopes of  the Pennines, 

transport history will also want to explore the

H  The Face of Wigan

Interest. There is more fine countryside

which are often snow-covered in winter. With

Bury Transport Museum, just across the n

surrounding the town, including the Douglas

its origins in medieval times, the town, like so

road from the station. The m

o

useum houses a

Wigan’s reputation took a long while to

Valley Trail,  Pennington Flash, a large lake many others in Lancashire, expanded with the

wonderful collection of  vintage r

recover from George Orwell’s devastating

p

oad and rail

formed by mining subsidence that is now a

booming cotton industry. Its magnificent

vehicles, ranging from a 19th-century steam

description of  its dark industrial townscapes in

country park and nature reserve, and Haigh

q

Victorian Town Hall (1871) rivals that of

road-roller to a ‘Stop Me and Buy One’ ice-

his 1936 novel,  Road to Wigan Pier (the Pier is Country Park, one of  the first country parks Manchester in style if not in size. There are

cream vendor’s tricycle. The museum is

r

actually a wharf). But over the past few years

to be designated in England. 

tours of  this impressive building that include its

currently nearing the end of a £2.9 million

imaginative planning has transformed the

s

Cultural y, too, Wigan has blossomed. The

spectacular Grand Staircase, hammer-beamed

restoration programme and is scheduled to re-

town built on coal and cotton into a lively self-

Wigan International Jazz Festival, held each

t

Great Hall, stained glass, statuary, ceramics and

open in March 2010. 

confident community. The Wigan Pier Quarter

year in July, is now well-established, while the

itself  has recently undergone a multi-million

paintings. There’s a scheduled tour every Friday

Another museum of  interest is the

u

Georgian Haigh Hall provides a contrasting

pound development that will include an arts

afternoon; at other times by arrangement. 

Lancashire Fusiliers Museum, which 

v

tells

backdrop to a one-day contemporary Haigh

and heritage learning centre with the majestic

However, it is not textiles for which

the story of Lancashire’s famous regiment

Music Festival. The Drumcroon Centre is Trencherfield Mill Steam Engine as its

Rochdale is most famous, but for its role as

from its foundation in 1688 and has an

dedicated to quality modern art exhibitions; 

centrepiece. Built and installed in a specially

the birthplace of  the Co-operative Movement
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in 1844. In carefully restored Toad Lane, to

stroll down a replica Victorian street –

prehistoric forest and, while the owners of

was an impressive structure 16 feet 6 inches

MERSEYSIDE AND GREA

the north of  the town centre, is the world’s

complete with fire station, insurance office

Healey Hall made some impact, little has

wide, cambered and with gutters at each side. 

first Co-op shop, now the Rochdale Pioneers and fire equipment suppliers. There is also a changed here for centuries. 

In the middle of  the road is a shallow groove, 

Museum.  Today, the Co-op movement

chance to take a trip back to World War Two

which has been the subject of  endless


WHITWORTH

embraces a staggering 700 million members in

and look around a scene from the Blitz. The

controversy – no one has yet come up with a

90 countries around the world, and the

museum is open every Friday and on the third

 4 miles N of Rochdale on the A671

satisfactory explanation of  its purpose. The

celebration of  its 150th anniversary in 1994

Sunday of  the month. 

This pleasant town of  cottages and farms lies

road cuts across the bleak Pennine moors by

focused attention on Rochdale. The stor a

y of

Running from the southeast corner of  the

on Pennine moorland above Rochdale. 

way of  Blackstone Edge where some of  the

the Roc

b

hdale Pioneers and other aspects of

town, the Rochdale Canal is a brave piece of

Between here and Bacup, a distance of only

best-preserved parts of  the Roman structure

the town’s heritage are vividly displayed in the

early 19th-century civil engineering that

seven miles, the railway line, in another feat of

can still be seen. At the summit is a medieval

Arts and Heritage Centre, Touchstones c

. The

traversed the Pennines to link the River

Victorian engineering, climbs more than 500

cross, the Aiggin Stone, from which there are restored Grade II listed building of  1889 was

Mersey with the Calder and Hebble

feet. Not surprisingly, there were many

spectacular views over Lancashire right to the

TER MANCHESTER

d

originally a librar

e

y but now contains interactive Navigation. Some 32 miles in length and with problems during its construction, such as

coast. 

high-tech exhibitions, five art galleries, the

91 locks, it must be one of  the toughest canals

frequent landslides, but once finished this was

Between Rochdale and Littleborough lies

Tourist Information Centre, 

f

a local studies

ever built and, though the towpath can still be

a picturesque line with attractive station

Hollingworth Lake, originally built as a supply

centre, with free internet access, café/barg

, 

walked, the last commercial boat passed

houses with neat well-tended gardens along

reservoir for the canal but for many years a

bookshop and performance studio. 

h

through the locks in 1937. The canal was

the route. The line, like so many, fell to the

popular area for recreation known colloquially

As well as the Pioneers, Rochdale was home officially abandoned in 1952, but exactly half a extensive railway cuts of  the 1960s. 

as the Weavers’ Seaport, as cotton workers

to several other famous sons and daughters, 

century later the entire 32-mile long waterway

unable to afford a trip to the seaside came


LITTLEBOROUGH

amongst them the 19th-century political K

was re-opened to full navigation. Together

here. Now part of  the Hollingworth Lake

thinker, John Bright, and the celebra

L

ted singer

with the newly restored Huddersfield Narrow

 3 miles NE of Rochdale on the A58

Country Park and with a fine visitor centre, 

i

Gracie Fields (who has a theatre here named

Canal it allows a complete circuit of  the South

H  Littleborough Coach House and Heritage Centre

there are a number of  pleasant walks around

after her). 

Pennine Ring. 

C  

its shores. 

j

Roman Causey  A  Aiggin Stone

The town’s most distinctive church is St

I  Hollingworth Lake  Activity Centre

Hollingworth Lake Activity Centre offers

John the Baptist Catholic Church, whichk

North of Rochdale

sailing, canoeing, windsurfing, rowing and, 

I  Hollingworth Lake  Country Park

has a beautiful dome modelled on the

l

during the summer months, lake trips on the

Byzantine Santa Sofya in Istanbul. The c

Occupying a Grade I listed building dating

m

hurch


HEALEY

 Lady Alice. 

is unique in England because of its huge

from the late 1700s, the

 1 mile N of Rochdale on the A671

mosaic of Italian marble depicting the

n


Littleborough Coach

Resurrection of  Christ. 

o

E  Healey Dell Nature Reserve


House and Heritage

Rochdale’s multi-cultural diversity is

Centre hosts regular

p

Lying in the valley of  the River Spodden, this

reflected in the area known as the Curry

exhibitions by local

q

old village, now almost engulfed by the outer

Quarter with its numerous restaurants offering reaches of  Rochdale, is an area rich in wildlife artists and has arts and

what has been characterised as England’s

r

as well as folklore. Opened in 1972, Healey

crafts for sale. 

national dish. 

s

Dell Nature Reserve has a wealth of  wildlife This small town lies

The Greater Manchester Fire Service

beside the River Roch

t

to be discovered along the nature trails. This is

Museum (free) in Maclure Road features

an ancient area, which has only been invaded

and on the main route

several full-size fire appliances, along with u

by the construction of the commercially non-

between Lancashire and

equipment, uniforms, models, photographs v

, 

viable Rochdale to Bacup railway in the late

Yorkshire first laid down

Aiggin Stone, Blackstone Edge

medals and insignia, as well as some

19th century. The oak and birch woodland on

by the Romans. Known

interesting memorabilia. Visitors can enjoy a

the northern river bank is all that remains of a

as the Roman Causey, it
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SUMMIT


SHAW

ditches give visitors an excellent indication of

country was horrified by the Moors Murderers, 

MERSEYSIDE AND GREA

 5 miles NE of  Rochdale off  the A6033

 3 miles SE of Rochdale on the A633

the scale of  the fort and many of  the items

Ian Brady and Myra Hindley, who buried four

found during recent excavations are on show

of their victims on Saddleworth Moor. 

At Summit, the Rochdale to Halifax railway

E  Jubilee Colliery

in Saddleworth Museum in Uppermill. 

line dives into a tunnel that runs for a mile and

The story of  this once isolated area is

A typical mill town, founded on the wealth of

a half  under the Summit Ridge of  the

illustrated at the Saddleworth Museum, 

the cotton trade, Shaw was also a market town


DOBCROSS

Pennines before emerging in Yorkshire. This

housed in an old mill building on the banks

for the surrounding area. Closed since 1932, 

 7 miles SE of  Rochdale off  the A6052

extraordinary feat of  engineering, the longest

of  the Huddersfield Canal. There is a

Jubilee Colliery, to the northeast of  the town tunnel in the world when it w

a

as completed in

This attractive Pennine village, once the

reconstruction of  an 18th-century weaver’s

centre, has been reclaimed as a nature reserve

1844, is as remarkable in its way as the R b

oman

commercial heart of  the district of

cottage, as well as a collection of  textile

and it is now an attractive haven for wildlife in

Causey, which follo

Saddleworth, retains many of  its original

machinery, a local history gallery and local

c

ws a similar route on top

the Beal Valley. 

of  the hills. 

weavers’ cottages, clothiers, and merchants’

art exhibitions. 

houses, and little has changed around the

TER MANCHESTER

d


DENSHAW

Also in Uppermill is the Brownhill Visitor

e

South of Rochdale

 5 miles SE of Rochdale on the A640

village square in the past 200 years. Used as

Centre, which has information on the northern the location for the film  Yanks, Dobcross is f

section of  the Tame Valley and exhibitions on

F  Cricketers Row

also notable as the birthplace of  the giant

local wildlife and the area’s history. 


MILNROW

g


In the moorland above the village is the source

Platt Brothers Textile Machinery business, 

 2 miles E of Rochdale on the A640

h

of  the River Tame, which flows through the

which was, in the latter part of  the 19th


DIGGLE

Saddleworth area and eventually joins the

 8 miles SE of  Rochdale off  the A62

A  Ellenroad Engine House  G  John Collier

century, the largest such machine

River Goyt at Stockport. A charming 18th-

manufacturing firm in the world. 

J  Oldham Way  C  Standedge Canal Tunnel

K

One of the finest examples of a giant steam

century village, Denshaw’s Scandinavian name

Mill Engine in the countr


UPPERMILL

Above the village, on Diggle Moor, lies Brun

L

y can be seen at the

would suggest that there has been a settlement

Ellenroad Engine House next to Junction

Clough Farm where, it is said, the cries of  child

here for many centuries. 

 8 miles SE of Rochdale on the A62

21 of  the M62. The 3000-horsepo

i

wer twin

slaves who were ill-treated in the early days of

Until 1974, the Saddleworth area was part

A  Saddleworth Parish Church

engines  Alexandra and  Victoria, 

j

both built in

the textile mills can still be heard coming from

of  the West Riding of  Yorkshire and residents

B  Saddleworth Museum  B  Brownhill Visitor Centre

1892 ,  were once used to pow

the outhouses. Part of the Oldham Way

k

er the Ellenroad

of  the parish are still eligible to play for the

Cotton Spinning Mill, which closed long ago, 

Of  the 14 villages that make up Saddleworth

footpath, a 30-mile scenic walk through the

l

Yorkshire cricket team. Cricket has always

but the Engine House with its steam-raising

parish, Uppermill is the most central. It is

countryside on the edge of the Peak District

been a passion here. One 19th-century mill

plant and 220ft chimney have

m

been carefully

home to the area’s oldest building, 

National Park, crosses the moorland. 

owner built Cricketers Row near Denshaw to

preserved. The engines are in steam on the n

Saddleworth Parish Church, which was

Much of the village itself  is a conservation

house his team, and the terrace even includes a

first Sunday of  every month except Januar

originally built in the 12th century by the

area, where the pre-industrial weaving

o

y. 

residence for the 12th man. 

It was to this small industrial town in the

Stapletons as their family chapel. Extended

community has been preserved along with

foothills of  the Pennines that John Collier p DELPH

over the years, it has several interesting

some of the traditional skills. 

q

came as the schoolmaster in 1729. Collier is

 7 miles SE of Rochdale on the A6052

features including a gravestone to

The Huddersfield Narrow Canal, 

perhaps better kno

commemorate the Bill’s o’Jack’s murders. In

r

wn as Tim Bobbin, the first

C  Castleshaw

completed in 1811, is one of the three canals

of  the Lancashire dialect poets. Collier

1832, the people of  Saddleworth were

that crossed the difficult terrain of  the

s

Taking its name from the old English for

remained in Milnrow for the rest of  his life

stunned to learn that the landlord of  the

Pennines and linked Lancashire with

quarry, this is probably a reference to the

and, drinking rather more than he should, t

Bill’s o’Jack’s Inn and his son had been

Yorkshire. The entrance to the Standedge

bakestone quarries found to the north of  the

earned extra money by selling his ve

u

rse and by

bludgeoned to death. Several thousand

Canal Tunnel, the longest and highest canal

village. Also close by, high on a hill above the

painting pub signs. The local pub, 

people turned out for the funeral but the case tunnel in Britain, can be seen in the village. 

v

which dates

village, stands Castleshaw, one of  a series of back to the early 1800s is, appropriately, 

was never solved. The tombstone relates the

The last cargo boat passed through the

forts the Romans built on their military road

named after him. 

whole story. 

tunnel in 1921, but following a long period

between Chester and York. The banks and

Almost a century and a half  later, the whole

of  closure, it has now been re-opened. 
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