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LANCASHIRE

The  Country Living Guide to Rural England – Lancashire published by Travel Publishing in conjunction with  Country Living Magazine,  is one of a series of county-based digital travel guides covering England which will be made available to readers free of charge through the  All About You website and through Travel Publishing’s own websites. 

a

b

c

The guides are based on the popular series of Country Living Guides to Rural d

England published in printed form which can be purchased through the  All About You  bookshop , Country Living Magazine, high street bookshops, internet retailers and Travel Publishing. 

e

f

g

This digital guide to Lancashire is published in PDF format which means that you h

can browse the guide page by page or simply search for specific villages or towns (see pages 4 and 5). You can also print off individual pages of your choice if you are planning a visit to a particular area of Lancashire or, alternatively, the whole of the digital guide. 

K

L

i

If you want more information on the places to see, stay, eat, drink or shop advertised in this guide all you need to do is click on the relevant website or j

e-mail address contained in the advertisement. 

k

We

l

do hope you like using this version of the  Country Living rural guide and that m

it helps you enjoy exploring the wonderful county of Lancashire. We are always interested in receiving comments on places covered (or not covered) in our guides n

so please do not hesitate to give us your considered comments by e-mailing us on 

o

 info@travelpublishing.co.uk. 

p

q

For more information on other titles in the Country Living Rural Guide series or any other Travel Publishing titles (printed or digital) or to buy a printed guide please visit the  All About You

r

website on  www.allaboutyou.com/countryliving

or one of the T

s

ravel Publishing websites -  www.travelpublishing.co.uk and

 www.findsomewhere.co.uk. 

t

u
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v


© Travel Publishing Ltd

All content within this edition is protected by the UK copyright of Travel Publishing Ltd. All rights reserved. This material A  historic building  B  museum and heritage  C  historic site  D 
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LANCASHIRE

LOCATOR MAP

Towns and Villages

Please click on any of the towns and villages

Levens

listed below for information on that location. 
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the poorest counties in England, lacking the

LANCASHIRE

Lancashire

Lancaster

wealth to endow glorious cathedrals or

A  Priory Church of St Mary  A  Priory Tower

magnificent parish churches. St Mary’s is a

A  

notable exception, the finest medieval church

Lancaster Castle  A  Shire Hall  B  City Museum

in the county. It stands on the site of

B  Museum of the King’s Own Royal Regiment

Lancashire’s first monastery, which was closed

Within its one million acres Lancashire

The best way to enjoy this wonderful green

B  Maritime Museum  B  Judge’s Lodgings

not, like most others, by Henry VIII, but by

provides considerable diversity. In the south

and hilly area of  Lancashire is to follow the

are the former industrial centres, now gr a

B  Cottage Museum  A  Music Room

Henry V in 1413. Henry was at war with

eatly

Lune Valley Ramble, which travels the valley’s

spruced up, while to the north are the ru b

ral

A  Ashton Memorial  I  Williamson Park

France, the monastery’s mother abbey was at

intimate pastoral setting through woodland, 

Sées in Normandy, so the ‘alien priory’ in

areas of  the Forest of

c

Bowland and the Ribble meadows, and along the riverside itself. 

E  Butterfly House  I  Lancaster Leisure Park

Lancaster had to be dissolved. The present

Valley, both scenic, inviting and much less

To the west lies Morecambe Bay, a

visited than they should be. 

d

An architecturally pleasing city, Lancaster is

church contains treasures rescued from the

Then there is the

treacherous place where, over the centuries, 

Lancashire coast, dominated by Blac

e

one of the most appealing of English county

closed priory such as the sumptuously carved

kpool

many walkers have lost their lives in an

capitals. Most of  the county’s administrative

wooden choir stalls from around 1345. 

with its great variety of  attractions. 

f

attempt to make the crossing to Grange-over-

offices are now based in Preston, so

Each stall is covered by a superb canopy, 

The ancient county town of  Lancaster is an

g

Sands. Despite its grim history, the bay offers

Lancaster enjoys all the prestige of  being the

lavishly carved with around a hundred small

excellent place to start any journey of

superb views, including glorious sunsets, as

discovery. Small and compact, this lively h

capital without the burden of housing the

heads and faces surrounded by abundant

well as being an important habitat for a wide

accompanying bureaucrats. The city also

foliage. Also of  note are the fragments of

university city has the added advantage of

variety of  birds. 

takes pride in the fact that the Duke of

Anglo-Saxon crosses and some very fine

being off  the general tourist routes. 

K

Extending across much of  the north of  the

Lancaster is the only duke in the kingdom

needlework. The Priory Tower,  also on the To the northeast lies Leck Fell, just south

county is the Forest of  Bowland, an ancient

of  Kirkby Lonsdale and Cumbria. 

L

who is a woman – no less a personage than

hilltop, was rebuilt in 1759 as a landmark for

It is easy

royal hunting ground of  more than 300 square

HM the Queen for whom the dukedom is

for the visitor to mistake this for the

i

ships navigating their way into the River Lune. 

miles that is dotted with small, isolated

one of  many subsidiary titles. 

Nearby is one of  Lancaster’s links with its

Yorkshire Dales as there is a typical crag j

gy

villages. With no major roads passing through

Lancaster’s story begins some 2000 years

Roman past – the remains of a bath house, 

limestone gorge along the little valley of  Leck

k

the area, it has remained little changed and, 

ago when the Romans built a fort on a hill

which also served soldiers as an inn. 

Beck, as well as one of  the most extensive

with so many splendid walks and fine

cave systems in the British Isles. A natural l

overlooking a sweep of the River Lune, a site

Close by is Lancaster Castle (see panel

countryside, it is also relatively quiet even

now occupied by the unspoiled 15th-century

route from Kirkby Lonsdale back to the m

opposite), one of the best-preserved Norman

during the busiest summer weeks. 

Priory Church of  St Mary.  Right up until the fortresses in the country. Dating back to 1200, county town is marked by the River Lune. n

Industrial Revolution, Lancashire was one of

and with a massive gatehouse flanked by

o

sturdy twin towers, the castle dominates

p

the centre of  the city. For centuries, the

castle served as a prison, only

q

relinquishing that function as recently as

r

1996. At the back of  the castle, the Shire

s

Hall is still in use as a Crown Court and

one of its more macabre attractions is

t

the Drop Room where prisoners were

u

prepared for the gallows. The Court’s

v

long history has been blemished by two

shocking major miscarriages of  justice. 

The first was in 1612 when the Pendle

Shire Hall, Lancaster

A  historic building  B  museum and heritage  C  historic site  D  scenic attraction  E  flora and fauna F  stories and anecdotes  G  famous people  H  art and craft  I  entertainment and sport  J  walks
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‘witches’ (see under Pendle Hill) were

Royal Regiment, a regiment that was based

LANCASHIRE

Lancaster Maritime Museum

convicted of  sorcery and executed; the

in Lancaster from 1880 onwards. 

second in 1975 when the “Birmingham Six” 

Lancaster grew up along the banks of  the

 Custom House, St George’s Quay, 

were found guilty of  an IRA bombing and

River Lune, which is navigable as far as

 Lancaster LA1 1RB

spent 15 years in prison before their names

 Tel: 01524 64637 Fax: 01524 841692

Skerton Bridge, so there has always been a

were cleared. 

The Lancaster Maritime Museum was opened in 1985 and strong association between the town and its

occupies the former Custom House, buit in 1764 by

A short walk from the castle leads into the

watery highway. Documents from 1297 make

largely pedestrianised city centre, with its a

Richard Gillow, and an adjacent warehouse. 

reference to the town’s small-scale maritime

Using sound, smells, reconstructions and audio visuals

shops, market, and other attractions. 

b

The City

trade, but it was not until the late 1600s and

it tells the story of the port of Lancaster, the Lancaster Museum in the Market Place occupies the

early 1700s that Lancaster’s character as a port

Old Town Hall, 

c

Canal, fishing and the ecology of Morecambe Bay. A

built between 1781-1783 by

fully emerged. The splendid buildings of  the

number of exhibitions can be seen and there is an education programme for children. 

Major Jarrett and Thomas Harrison. 

d

As well as 18th century Golden Age were born out of

Facilities include a shop, café, car parking and disabled access. 

the city’s art collection and an area of

e

the port wealth, and the layout and appearance

changing exhibitions

f

, there are displays and

of  the town was much altered by this building

maritime purposes have been taken over for

the Lancaster Maritime Festival with a

collections of material illustrating aspects of

bonanza. Lancaster’s importance as a port

other uses. 

programme that involves boisterous

the city’s industrial and social history. 

g

Also

steadily declined throughout the 19th century

Lancaster enjoyed its era of  greatest

‘smugglers’, sea songs and shanties. 

here is the Museum of

h

 the King’s Own

so that many buildings originally intended for

prosperity during the 18th century when its

Fire destroyed most of  Tudor and

quays were busy servicing a thriving trade with Jacobean Lancaster, but one notable survivor Lancaster Castle

K

the West Indies in rum, sugar, cotton – and

is the Judge’s Lodgings in Church Street, a

slaves. The city’s rich maritime history is

charming Jacobean house built in the 1620s

 Shire Hall, Castle Parade

L

 , Lancaster, Lancashire  LA1 1YJ

celebrated at St George’s Quay, which, with its

and now a museum: two museums in fact. 

 Tel: 01524 64998  Fax: 01524 847914  i

great stone warehouses and superb Custom

On the top floor is the Museum of

 website: www.lancashire.gov.uk/r

j

 esources/ps/castle/index.htm

House, is now an award-winning Maritime

Childhood, which includes the Barry Elder

Lancaster Castle is owned by Her Majesty the Queen in right Museum (see panel above). Visitors are given

Doll collection - and on the lower floor, the

k

of her Duchy of Lancaster. For most of its history the castle a vivid insight into the life of  the mariners and Gillow and Town House Museum containing l

has been the centre of law and order for the county, and this quayside workers, and there are opportunities

many examples of  the fine workmanship

magnificent building is still in use as a prison and a crown court. 

m

to try knot-tying and practise other maritime

produced by the famous Lancaster cabinet-

makers, Gillows. It was a scion of  this family, 

n

skills. Every year, over the four days of  the

The castle has dominated the town for almost 1000

Easter weekend, St George’s Quay is home to

Richard Gillow, who designed the city’s

years, ever since it was first established in 1093. But the hill o

Maritime Museum. 

on which it stands has a history that goes back a thousand p

years further, almost to the birth of Christ. The Romans built Close by is the Cottage Museum in a

q

the first of at least three military forts on the site in AD79. 

house, built in 1739, that was divided into two

Little is known about Lancaster until 1093 when the

dwellings in 1820. Furnished in the style of  an

r

Norman Baron, Roger of Poitou, built a small motte and bailey castle, which was replaced artisan’s house of  the early to mid-19th

s

50 years later by a large stone Keep that still stands today and is the oldest part of the century, the museum is open from Easter to

Castle. Throughout its long history it has witnessed many trials, including that of the t

the end of September. Just around a corner or

Lancashire Witches of 1612, which resulted in the execution of 10 people. 

two, in Sun Street, is the Music Room,  an u

Although still a working building, guided tours of the castle include where the witches were condemned to die; the beautiful Gillow furniture in the Grand Jury Room; the exquisite early-Georgian building originally

v

dungeons and Drop Room from where the condemned went to their deaths; the Crown designed as a pavilion to adorn the long-Court from where thousands were transported to Australia; Hanging Corner - the site of vanished garden of  Oliver Marton. It is

public hangings, and the magnificent Shire Hall with its display of heraldic shields. 

The Judge’s Lodgings - Lancaster

notable for some superb decorative

A  historic building  B  museum and heritage  C  historic site  D  scenic attraction  E  flora and fauna F  stories and anecdotes  G  famous people  H  art and craft  I  entertainment and sport  J  walks
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American Civil War in the 1860s. Constructed

underground to appear two miles further

LANCASHIRE

on the site of  old quarries, which gives the

north at Carnforth. During the mid-

park its undulating contours, the park was

1800s the cave was occupied by a hermit

opened in 1896. As well as the magnificent

who lived there until his death at the age

Ashton Memorial there is also a delightful

of  100. His descendants still live in

Butterfly House in the now restored

the village. 

Edwardian Palm House, and a Conservation


CARNFORTH

a


Garden and Wildlife Pool. 

 7 miles N of Lancaster on the A6

b

Another place the whole family can enjoy

I  Carnforth Station Visitor Centre

is Lancaster Leisure Park on Wyresdale

c

Road. Set in 42 acres of  landscaped parkland, 

J  Lunedale Walk

d

Leighton Hall, Yealand

the site includes a mini-marina, a Wild West

The town lies around what was once a

e

adventure playground, a miniature railway, a

major crossroads on the A6 that has now been through many hands before becoming the f

rare breeds unit, a children’s farmyard, pony

superseded by the M6. It was also a busy

property of  the famous furniture-making

rides, gift shop, tea garden, and pottery shop. 

g

railway junction town whose station was used

Gillows family of Lancaster. Now in the hands

as the setting for the 1940s film classic  Brief

of the Reynolds family, a branch of the

h

North of Lancaster

 Encounter. The station was later voted one of

Gillows, the fine furniture seen in the hall

Ashton Memorial, Lancaster

the most atmospheric film locations in the

reflects the trade that made the family fortune. 

K


NETHER KELLET

country. At the award-winning Carnforth

As with many estates in Lancashire, 

plasterwork. The building is owned by the

Station Visitor Centre (free) the refreshment

 5 miles N of  Lancaster off  the B6254

Landmark Trust  who let out the top f

L

Leighton Hall was a Catholic house and one

loor as a

room that featured in the film has been

owner, Sir George Middleton, was fined

flat. Access to the Music Room is by

i

This farming village has a traditional village

replicated, there are some specialist outlets and heavily by Cromwell after the Civil War for arrangement with the Landmark Trust. 

green, which features several old wells and

j

guided tours are available. Platform 1 has

his loyalty to Charles I and to his religion. 

Lancaster’s most prominent landmark, 

pumps. This is appropriate since the Old

recently acquired a new use as the venue for a

visible for miles around, is the extravagant, k

Later, another owner of  the hall, Albert

Norse word chellet, now Kellet, means a

Farmers Market held on the fourth Wednesday Hodgson, suffered for his loyalty to temple-like Ashton Memorial – “the gr

l

andest spring. Local brewers of  home ale still use the of  each month. 

Catholicism and the Stuart claim to the

monument in England” according to Nik m

olaus spring water because of  its purity and absence

Bookworms will know Carnforth as home

throne of  England. Taking part in the

Pevsner. Er

of  chemicals. Quarrying has taken place here

n

ected in 1907 as a memorial to his

to one of the best second-hand bookshops in

Jacobite rebellion of  1715, Hodgson was

wife by the local MP and millionaire lino-

for many centuries and lime burning has been

the country. The town is also the starting point captured at Preston and the Government manufacturer Lord 

o

Ashton, it stands on the

an important local industry. Its remains, in the

of  the Lunedale Walk, a 37-mile circuit of

troops inflicted such damage on the Hall that

highest point in Lancaster, set within a

p

form of  lime kilns, can still be seen around the

the hills and valleys on the north side of  the

little remained of  the Tudor structure. 

beautifully landscaped park and enjoying

village, and the local pub is named the Lime

q

River Lune. 

The present Hall dates from 1800 when it

sweeping views of  the Cumbrian hills and

Burners Arms. 

across Morecambe Bay. The building now r

Following World War One, Nether Kellett


YEALAND

was built out of  pale, local sandstone to the

Gothic designs of Harrison, a Chester

houses exhibitions and multi-screen

s

became one of  just 31 ‘Thankful Villages’ in

 9 miles N of  Lancaster off  the A6

architect. One of  the finest houses in the

t

presentations about the life and times of Lord

the UK, so called because all of the men from

A  Leighton Hall

county, the views from the extensive grounds

Ashton and the Edwardian period. 

the village who fought in the Great War

u

To the south of the village stands Leighton

are magnificent and take in the nearby

Williamson Park was Lord Ashton’s

returned home safe and sound. This small

Leighton Moss Bird Reserve. Guided tours of

personal project, a means of  providing wo v

Hall, an outstanding Gothic-style mansion set

rk

village had sent 21 men. 

in a bowl of  parkland with the Lake District

the Hall are available, there are superb displays

for local people at the time of the cotton

The village has its own cave, Dunold Mill, 

fells providing a dramatic backdrop. Over the

from birds of  prey, a high quality gift shop, 

famine crisis in the textile industry during the

through which flows a large stream that dives

centuries, the house and the land passed

plant conservatory and tearoom. 
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SILVERDALE

limestone woodlands, which are a joy for the

eventually spreading worldwide. 

LANCASHIRE

The Lune Valley

 11 miles N of  Lancaster off  the A6

botanist, especially in spring when primroses, 

Claughton has another small claim to fame

E  Leighton Moss

violets, orchids, bird’s eye primroses, rockroses


CATON

- the bell in the parish church is believed to

and eglantines abound. 

 4 miles NE of Lancaster on the A683

be the oldest working bell in the country. It

The village lies at the northwesternmost

Leighton Moss near Silverdale is a

bears the date 1296 and was removed from

corner of  the county and has the Lakeland

D  Littledale   D  Gray’s Seat & Viewpoint

nationally known RSPB bird sanctuary. The

the original Church of  St Chad built in 1100. 

hills as a backdrop as well as superb views over reed beds are the most important part of the Caton climbs up the hillside from the leafy

The present church was closed for services

Morecambe Bay. The latter half  of

a

the 19th

reserve because they have become a northern

glades of the Crook o’Lune, subject of  one of in 2007. 

century saw Silverdale develop as a quiet

stronghold of the rare Bearded Tit and are

seaside resort where those so inc

b

Turner’s paintings, to heather moorlands

lined could


HORNBY

also the major British breeding centre for the

take medicinal baths of  fresh sea wa

c

commanding a panoramic view of

ter in one

 9 miles NE of Lancaster on the A683

Bittern. Visitors can follow the nature trails, 

Morecambe Bay. A popular commuter town

d

of the many small villas situated along the

browse in the RSPB shop, or enjoy a meal in

nowadays, in the 19th century Caton was a

D  Loyn Bridge  C  Castle Stede

coast. One frequent visitor was Elizabeth

the tearoom. 

Gaskell who is said to have

e

busy place with no fewer than eight cotton

A  Church of St Margaret of Antioch

written some of

her books while holidaying here. 

f

and wood-turning bobbin mills. Just to the


HALTON

Immortalised in paint by JMW Turner, the

south of  the village, tucked away among the

However, Silverdale’s history g

g

oes back well

 4 miles NE of  Lancaster off  the A683

ruins of  Hornby Castle (private) were

hills on the northern edges of the Forest of

beyond the days of  a genteel Victorian resort. 

incorporated into a picturesque mock-

h

C  Castle Hill   A  Church of St Wilfrid

Bowland, is Littledale,  one of  Lancashire’s Its name comes from a Viking family that

medieval Hall in the 19th century. Perched

most hidden gems. A walk through the

settled here and signifies that this was

The high mound, Castle Hill, which rises

atop a hill, the castle dominates the attractive

wooded dale alongside Artle Beck to Littledale

Sigward’s or Soevers’ valley. 

K

above this ancient village on the River Lune

village of  Hornby. Sadly, it isn’t open to the

Fishing, naturally, 

Hall is well worthwhile and provides a view of

was the key provider of  local income, b

was first the site of a Roman camp and later a

L

public, but it’s visible for miles around and

ut in

Lancashire that is not often seen. 

Saxon castle. The village’s parish Church of

there’s a particularly photogenic view of  it

the 18th century a copper smelting works was

built here. All that remains of the f

i

St Wilfrid was founded in the 7th century and

A mile or so west of Caton is Gray’s Seat

oundry is

from the bridge over the River Wemming at

the chimney near Jenny Brown’s P

j

although nothing survives of that original

& Viewpoint where the poet Thomas Gray

oint, said to

the southern edge of  the village. 

foundation there are some stone crosses, both

sat one day in 1769 and described the

be named after an old woman who liv

k

ed here

The situation of  this attractive village, by a

inside the building and out, that date from the

spectacular view as possessing “Every feature

in the 1700s. 

bluff  overlooking the valley of  the River Lune, 

l

9th century. One of  them, unusually, bears

that constitutes a perfect landscape”. 

not only gives Hornby panoramic views of  the

Silverdale is well worth visiting for the

both pagan and Christian symbols. Roman

network of  footpa

m

ths that pass through the


CLAUGHTON

surrounding countryside, but also makes this a

remains, in the form of  a

n

 7 miles NE of Lancaster on the A683

strategic position that has been utilised over

votive altar (where offerings

the centuries. Just to the north of  the village is

o

F  Old Toll House Garage

were made before a military

the attractive stone-built Loyn Bridge,  which p

operation began), were

The Old Toll House Garage on the road into

takes the road over the River Lune and on to

q

found on the site in the late

this village (which is pronounced Clafton), is

Gressington. Constructed in 1684, it replaced

18th century. Around the

famous for a rather curious reason. In the

r

a ford. Beside the bridge is Castle Stede, the

same time, a labourer tilling

1920s the garage owner painted white lines in

best example of  a Norman motte and bailey

s

his allotment on Halton

the middle of the road at the nearby corner

castle in Lancashire. 

t

Moor unearthed more than

because of the many accidents that had

The graceful Church of  St Margaret of

1000 coins from the reign

u

occurred there. After much debate their value

Antioch dates from around 1300 when it was

of  King Cnut (1017-1035)

was recognised by the government of  the day

built as a chapel of  ease to the parish church

v

and a gold necklace. This

and from then onwards the use of  white lines

at Melling. Its unusual and impressive

treasure trove is now in the

became accepted as a means of  road marking, 

octagonal tower was ordered by Sir Edward

British Museum. 

Leighton Moss, Silverdale
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Daughters’ School at Cowan Bridge. Amongst

Bowland, an Area of  Outstanding Natural

LANCASHIRE

C. R.  AND J.  TOWERS HORNBY

his early pupils were four daughters of  the

Beauty, and one of  the few places in the area


BUTCHERS

Rev Patrick Brontë of  Howarth – Maria, 

that is accessible to walkers. Although it is not

 70 Main Street, Hornby, Lancashire LA2 8JT

Elizabeth, Charlotte and Emily. Charlotte

the highest peak in the forest – it rises to just

 Tel: 01524 221248

immortalised the school and its austere regime

over 1300 feet – the walk up Clougha Pike is

The attractive village of Hornby, set beside the River

in  Jane Eyre where it appears as “Lowood”. It

very pleasant and offers splendid views from

Lune boasts a mock-medieval castle, a fine medieval

church with an unusual and impressive octagonal tower -

can still be seen though it is now part of  a row the summit, not only of  the Lakeland Fells, and an outstanding village shop, 

a

 Hornby Butchers. 

of  terraced cottages just north of  the bridge

but also of  Morecambe Bay and, on a clear

b

A butcher’s shop has operated here for more than 100

on the A65. The school moved to Casterton in day, Blackpool Tower. 

years, but the Tower’s family took over some 20 years

1833. 

c

ago when it was a third the size it is now. They used to LEE

live here but moved out and extended right through the

d


LECK

 7 miles SE of  Lancaster off  the A6

premises with a bakery and larger shop area. Everything sold in the shop is as local as it can be, and if it’s not 17 miles NE of  Lancaster off  the A65

e

D  Ward’s Stone

local, it is at least British. The beef and lamb come from a D  Green Hill

f

family farm just down the road and the beef is matured

To the northwest of  this typical Bowland

for a minimum of three weeks. Also available are their

village rises the highest summit in the forest, 

g

Over the A65 from Cowan Bridge lies the

award-winning sausages, home-cured bacon, steak pies

small village of  Leck. To the northeast of this

Ward’s Stone. Dotted with outcrops of

h

and cooked meats, all made on the premises. 

The shop sells only free range eggs (which they did

village rises Green Hill, surrounded by

gritstone boulders, the top of  the fell is

before it became trendy) as well as a huge range of jams, moorland and the highest point, at 2060 feet, 

marked by two triangulation pillars, one of

chutneys, biscuits, sauces and more. The shop is open from 8am to 5.30pm, Tuesday to Friday, which is just over three feet higher than the

and from 8am to 1pm on Saturday. 

K

in the county. At just over three feet higher

than the top of the neighbouring fell, 

other though, on first inspection, they look

L

Gragarth, it was only a recent, more accurate

to be the same height. The panoramic views

Stanley, Lord Mounteagl

i

e, who made a vow


TUNSTALL

survey, that distinguished Green Hill as the

from this point are magnificent - to the north

before the Battle of Flodden Field in 1513

 12 miles NE of Lancaster on the A683

j

higher. This is the most northerly part of

and east, the Three Peaks of  Yorkshire can

that if  he returned victorious he would

A  Church of St John the Baptist

be seen, while the Lakeland fells roll away to

construct the tower in honour of  his patro k

Lancashire and from the summit there

n

are superb views of both Cumbria and

the northwest. 

saint, St Margaret. 

l

The village is famous for its fine 15th-century

North Yorkshire. 

Grade I listed Church of  St John the

GALGATE


ARKHOLME

m


Baptist, which was known to the Brontë


QUERNMORE

 5 miles S of Lancaster on the A6

 11 miles NE of Lancaster on the B6254

n

sisters and is referred to in  Jane Eyre  as

 4 miles E of  Lancaster off  the A683

The village of  Galgate was originally located

I  Docker Park Farm  I  Redwell Fisheries

o

“Brocklebridge church”. When the sisters

D  Clougha Pike

on the banks of  the River Conder, which

were attending the Clergy Daughters’ School

Children in particular will enjoy a visit to p

now forms part of  the Lancaster Canal for

at Cowan Bridge, they walked the six-mile

Lying at the head of  the Conder Valley, this


Docker Park Farm 

q


where they can feed the

about half  a mile at this point. The village

round trip to the church each morning. After

peaceful farming village had a pottery

goats, hens and lambs, or burn off  some

still contains some of  its original mills, 

attending service, they had their midday meal

energy in the play area while their parents r

industry as well as slate quarrying in the 17th

though they have now been put to other uses. 

in the room above the church porch. 

browse in the shop, which sells local pr

s

century. The word ‘quern’ refers to a

oduce, 

One of  them, a silk mill, was reputed to be

particularly ancient form of  hand-mill that

or relax in the tearoom. 

t


COWAN BRIDGE

the oldest working mill in the country, dating

was hewn from the rocks found on the

 16 miles NE of Lancaster on the A65

back to 1760 until it closed down in the

Also in Arkholme, and nestling in a

u

nearby moorside. Corn milling continued

1960s. Galgate has a craft centre, a marina for

beautiful valley, Redwell Fisheries offers five

G  The Brontë Family

acres of  well-stocked lakes a

v

here until World War Two. 

around 100 boats, and there’s a well-

bounding in carp, 

In 1823, the Rev William Carus Wilson, vicar

To the east of  the village lies Clougha

maintained pathway that leads from the

tench, bream and roach. 

of  neighbouring Tunstall, opened his Clergy

Pike,  on the western edges of  the Forest of village to Glasson Dock. 
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DOLPHINHOLME

craft and boats arriving at the western

and evocative elegance, a sandy shore where

over a stile on the left, which gives access to

LANCASHIRE

 7 miles S of  Lancaster off  the A6

terminus of  the Lancaster Canal. 

sea thrift flourishes among the pebbles, are all

the simple gravestone. Fresh flowers, which

Constructed in 1797, the Lancaster Canal is

that remains. The River Lune estuary is now a

have been anonymously placed, are usually

This small village of  around 600 souls sits in

one of  the earliest engineering marvels of

Site of Special Scientific Interest because of

seen on the grave. 

the foothills of  the Pennines at the edge of

the Industrial Age. The Lanky, as it’s known, 

its wildlife value – visitors are likely to see

the Forest of  Bowland. Dolphinholme was


HEYSHAM

is a favourite with canal travellers since

such birds as redshank feeding on the rich

one of  the first villages with a main street lit

there’s not a single lock in the whole of  its

supplies of  worms, shellfish and shrimps on

 5 miles W of Lancaster on the A683

by gas. This was around 1806 and remains of

41-mile length, thanks to the ingenuity of  the

the old gas holder can still be seen. 

a

the salt marshes, while a variety of  wildfowl

A  St Patrick’s Chapel  A  Church of St Peter

A single

canal’s designer, John Rennie. He

street lamp has survived and is no

b

such as shell duck, widgeon and mallard are to

w fuelled by

Southwards along the coast, Morecambe

accomplished his engineering tour de force

be seen in autumn. 

bottle gas. 

c

merges imperceptibly into Heysham, an

by linking the level stretches with six elegant

A particularly sad story acts as a reminder

ancient settlement with a quaint old main


COCKERHAM

d


aqueducts, the most impressive of  them the

of  Sunderland’s time as a port. Sambo was a

street that winds down to the shore. The town

 7 miles S of Lancaster on the A588

e

five-arched Lune Aqueduct near Lancaster, 

sea captain’s servant at the time of  the slave

is notable for the tiny St Patrick’s Chapel, 

which has attracted a stream of  admiring

This sleepy little village lies on the shor f

trade into Lancaster. Sambo fell ill of  a fever

which is reckoned to be the oldest religious

e of

visitors ever since it was first opened in 1797. 

just before the captain was setting off  to the

building in Lancashire. According to tradition, 

Morecambe Bay between the estuaries ofg

the

The canal was supplemented by the arrival of

West Indies and was left in the care of  an

St Patrick himself  built the now-ruined chapel

Lune and the Wyre. Cockerham once boasted

a railway line in 1883. This railway, long

a windmill but it was in such an exposed h

innkeeper. Sambo, believing himself

as a thank-you to God after surviving a

dismantled, is now the footpath and cycle-

abandoned, willed himself  to die. Because he

shipwreck on the rocks below. Historians

position that a gale in 1802 sent the sails

way to Lancaster’s St George’s Quay. 

was not a baptised Christian, Sambo was not

aren’t too sure about the veracity of  this

K

spinning and the friction set fire to the mill. 

From Glasson there is a footpath along the

allowed to be buried in consecrated ground. In legend, but there’s no doubting the interest of Cockerham Hall (private) is a fine and rare L coast to Plover Scar where a lighthouse guards later years, his death and grave, marked by a

the chapel graveyard. Hewn out of  the rock

example of  a medieval timber-framed building the River Lune estuary, and further along that dates from the late 15th century. 

i

simple cross and stone, became a potent local

are six body-shaped coffins with an incised

It is now

stand the ruins of  Cockersand Abbey.  The symbol of  the anti-slavery cause. 

a farmhouse. 

j

space above them in the shape of  a cross. 

abbey was founded in 1190 by the

His grave can be still seen, in a field at the

These 8th or 9th-century coffins were


GLASSON

k


Premonstratensian Order on the site of a

west side of  Sunderland Point. It can be

originally covered by a similarly shaped slab of

 6 miles SW of Lancaster on the B5290

l

hospital that had been the home of the

reached by walking along The Lane from the

stone and would have been created as the final

hermit, Hugh Garth, before becoming a

A  Glasson Dock   C  Lancaster Canal

m

village foreshore, past Upsteps Cottage, where

resting place for Saxon notables. 

colony for lepers and the infirm. The 13th-

Sambo died, and turning left at the shore then

The little Church of  St Peter on the

A  Cockersand Abbey

n

century Chapter House of  the abbey remains

headland below the chapel is equally

A few miles south of  Heysham, the river o since it was a burial chapel for the Dalton interesting. It dates back to Saxon

Lune pours into Morecambe Bay. On its p family of nearby Thurnham who were and Norman times, with an Anglo-south bank is Glasson Dock,  once an

descendants of  Sir Thomas More. 

important commercial port for larger boa q

Saxon cross on which the Madonna

ts

and other figures have been crudely


SUNDERLAND

unable to negotiate the tricky river as far r

carved by 9th-century masons, and

upstream as Lancaster. The dock was b

 7 miles SW of  Lancaster off  the A683

s

uilt in

there is a rare Viking hogback

1791 and the tiny lighthouse erected at the

F  Sambo

same time is still in place. The dock could t

gravestone. It is one of  the oldest

This is an old port and seaside resort, which

churches in western Europe to have

accommodate 25 sea-going ships and tr

u

aded

flourished until larger-berthed ships, silting

been in continuous use. 

extensively in slaves, rum, tobacco, sug

v

ar and

channels, and the growth in the 19th century

Alongside these antiquities is the

cotton. Glasson Dock today is a busy, 

of  rail-served Morecambe caused it to decline. 

modern port of  Heysham with regular

colourful marina, serving both sea-going

A little wharf, quiet cottages, some with faded

Heysham

car ferry sailings to the Isle of  Man
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and to Northern Ireland and, of  course, the

coast route from Scotland to England and at

Morecambe’s heyday as a holiday destination, 

LANCASHIRE

two modern nuclear power stations, Heysham

one time the monks of the Furness peninsula

one in particular, the Midland Hotel, stands

A and Heysham B. 

acted as guides to those wishing to make their

out. Located on the seafront, at the southern

way to Cumbria without taking the long

end of the promenade, the hotel was built in


MORECAMBE

overland route. Today, you can join one of the

the early 1930s to designs by Oliver Hill and is

 4 miles NW of Lancaster on the A589

Cross Bay Walks led by the Queen’s Guide to

concave towards the sea and convex facing

D  Morecambe Bay  J  Cross Bay Walks

the Sands, Cedric Robinson, who has been

inland. The elegant, sweeping balconies of  the

A  Midland Hotel  H  WOMAD

a

guiding walkers across the Bay since 1963. 

luxurious rooms remain a superb feature of

G  Eric Morecambe Statue   H  Tern Project

b

Cedric is the 25th appointed guide to the sands

the hotel. While filming  Brief  Encounter  at

since the original appointment in 1536. The

nearby Carnforth both Celia Johnson and

Featuring prominently on the Lancashire c

Morecambe Bay

walks take place between May and September -

Trevor Howard made their home here along

d

coastline, Morecambe has long been one of

more details and times can be obtained from

with others working on the film. Sadly, by the

the most successful and popular seaside e for its vast expanse of sands and mudflats –

the Tourist Information Centre. 

early 21st century, the hotel was virtually

resorts in the North, and it can truly be said to and for their treacherous nature. Over the derelict, but in 2008 it was purchased by new

enjoy one of  the finest views from its

f

Modern Morecambe is a relatively recent

years, many have lost their lives in the Bay’s

town that grew up as a direct result of  the

owners and comprehensively refurbished in

promenade of any resort in England – a g ever-shifting quicksands while attempting to expansion of  the railways to the north

the original Art Deco style. It is once again the

magnificent sweep of  coastline and bay, h make the apparently straightforward crossing Lancashire coast. There were originally three

town’s most prestigious hotel. 

looking across to the Lakeland mountains. 

from Morecambe to Grange-over-Sands on

villages, Bare, Poulton and Torrisholme that

Like other resorts, Morecambe has

The largest estuary in Britain, Morecambe

the Cumbrian coast. In medieval times, this

were quiet fishing communities. In 1848 all

changed with the times and major new


Bay 

K


is noted for its rich marine and bird life, 

perilous track formed part of  the main west

this changed as the railways brought visitors

attractions include the multi-million pound

L

from the textile towns of  Lancashire and, 

Bubbles Leisure Park and Superdome, as well


THE SHELL SHOP

i


especially, Yorkshire to what was jokingly

as a Wild West Theme Park. WOMAD, 

called Bradford-by-the-Sea. Hotels and

Morecambe’s annual world music festival, 

 295 Marine Road Central, Mor

j

 ecambe,  LA4 5BY

boarding houses were built, as well as the

attracts visitors from around the globe. There

 Tel:  01524 415575

k

usual seaside amenities such as parks and

are also popular seafront illuminations in late

 e-mail:  abigail@theshellshop.co.uk

 website:  www.theshellshop.co.uk

l

promenades, and soon the villages were

summer, together with all the usual lively

absorbed into one thriving resort. 

shops and variety of  entertainment

Now in its 45th

m

year, The Shell Shop was opened by a

A lively resort, well-provided with every

associated with a busy seaside resort. 

n

local couple who remember Morecambe being “open” 

until 2am in the summer season!  Morecambe is a little

kind of  traditional and modern holiday

But perhaps the town’s most popular

o

more sedate now but the “season” has been replaced

amusement, Morecambe has always vied with

attraction is the Eric Morecambe Statue near

by year round opening, the stone beach by sand and

p

its much larger competitor to the south, 

the Stone Jetty. Few can resist the opportunity

the Promenade has been transformed by the award

winning Tern Project. 

Blackpool, in offering varied entertainment for of  posing in suitably one-legged fashion q

The Shell Shop, with one of the few original carved shop its visitors. During the late 1800s, the town

beside sculptor Graham Ibbeson’s life-size

r

fronts left on the Promenade, has retained its character, sourcing spent lavishly, building two grand piers, an

statue. Lyrics from Eric’s best-known song, 

shell specimens for serious collectors and souvenir hunters alike. 

s

elegant Winter Garden, sumptuous theatres

 Bring Me Sunshine,  are carved into the granite We specialise in Polish amber, fine silver and handmade jewellery and hotels, but the town’s attempt to build a

steps leading up to the statue, which is

t

and for traditionalists we have the seaside souvenirs and homewares, buckets and spades, and the essential pirate flag for tower to rival Blackpool’s was not a success. 

surrounded by flowerbeds and flashing lights

u

the sand castle on the beach across the road! 

However, Morecambe did manage to

that bring this ‘stage’ to life even after dark. 

v

Visitors enjoy spending time browsing the shop whilst having coffee or lunch in the adjoining introduce its Autumn Illuminations several

In 1990, Morecambe was given substantial

cafe and often families bring several generations who have visited the shop over the years, almost years before Blackpool caught on to the idea. 

like a rite of passage! We have a website and a mail order service too so if you are searching for government funding for programmes of

beautiful, unusual and natural gifts from all over the world please come and visit! 

Of the many buildings dating from

coastal protection and clearance of derelict
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land. The concept of


DUNSOP BRIDGE

Newton is typical of the places where they

LANCASHIRE

the Tern Project was

 14 miles SE of  Lancaster off  the B6478

built their meeting houses and successfully

born. A team of

A  St Hubert’s Roman Catholic Church

lived according to their beliefs. 

engineers, landscape

Often known as the Gateway to the Trough


SLAIDBURN

architects, planners, 

of  Bowland, and located in a designated Area

 18 miles SE of Lancaster on the B6478

artists, sculptors and

of  Outstanding Natural Beauty, Dunsop

RSPB education

F  Hark to Bounty

officers joined forces

a

Bridge is, despite its remote location, the

centre of  the British Isles. The actual centre

This pretty village of  stone cottages, cobbled

to celebrate the bird

b

point, worked out by the Ordnance Survey, 

pavements and village green, lies in the heart

life of  the bay. Among

the eye-catching results

c

lies near Whitendale Hanging Stones. To

of  the Forest of  Bowland, set beside the

River Hodder. The village’s focal point is the

are steel cormorants

d

confirm the claim, the explorer Sir Ranulph

Fiennes unveiled a commemorative plaque

13th-century public house Hark to Bounty. 

and gannets on

e

here. British Telecom also offered the village a

The inn was originally named The Dog, but

quarried rock on

Ward’s Stone, Forest of Bowland

Central Drive, and

f

unique honour by putting their 100,000th

one day in 1875 the local hunt gathered here. 

A visiting squire, listening to the hounds

flocks of  metal birds on the perimeter g

phone box here. 

Tostig of Northumbria, a brother of King

giving voice outside, clearly distinguished the

fencing. At the heart of  the project w h

as the

Harold. Banished from his earldom, Tostig, 

St Hubert’s Roman Catholic Church on

tones of his own favourite hound rising

rebuilding and extending of  the Stone Jetty, 

with the help of the King of Norway, 

Lancaster Road has an unusual provenance. It

above the others. His exclamation of  delight, 

all that remains of  the 1853 harbour. The

attempted to regain his lands and both he and

was built by the Towneley family when their

“Hark to Bounty!” was so wholehearted that

designers also created a series of circular K

the Norwegian king were killed at Stamford

racehorse Kettledrum won the 1861 Derby. 

the landlord changed the name of  his pub on

pavement features that include a huge

L

Bridge, just weeks before the fateful Battle of

The family spent a further £1000 on the huge

the spot. 

stainless steel compass set in granite, a maze

Hastings. 

white angel that stands in the graveyard and

i

commemorates Richard Henry Towneley. 

The inn also contains an old courtroom, 

and a word search containing the names of

Following the Norman Conquest, Bowland

more than 70 birds. 

j

with its original oak furnishings. Here, from

became part of  the Honour of  Clitheroe and


NEWTON

around 1250, the Chief  Court of  Bowland, or

k

the vast estates that belonged to the de Lacy

 16 miles SE of Lancaster on the B6478

Halmote, was held. The only courtroom

Forest of Bowland

l

family. In time, by marriage, they came into

A  Quaker Meeting House

between York and Lancaster, it was used by

the hands of the Earls of Lancaster and in

m

visiting justices from the 14th century

1399, when the then Duke of  Lancaster

Little more than a hamlet, Newton stands on

Designated an Area of Outstanding Natural

onwards. It is said to have also been used by

Beauty in February 1964, this large scenic ar n

ascended the throne as Henry IV, Bowland

the main route between Clitheroe and

ea

Oliver Cromwell when he was in the area, and

is a veritable paradise for walkers and countro

finally became one of  nearly 100 royal

Lancaster and so, in their time, both John

y

continued in use right up until 1937. 

lovers and is dotted with picturesque village p hunting forests. 

Paslew, the last abbot of  Whalley, and the

s. 

From the village, a network of  beautiful, 

Perhaps the most celebrated of  the many

Pendle ‘witches’ passed through on their way

The 11th largest of such designated areas q

, the

little-used lanes radiate westwards up into the

routes across Bowland is the minor road from

to trial in Lancaster. Here also is a Quaker

Forest of Bowland is something of  a

fell country with some of  the best walking

misnomer. The term ‘forest’ is derived fr

r

Lancaster to Clitheroe, which crosses

Meeting House that was founded in 1767:

om the

that Lancashire has to offer. One walk in

Latin ‘foris’, which was formerly

s

Abbeydale Moor and the Trough of  Bowland

the associated Quaker school, where the 19th-

used to denote

particular, which offers solitude as well as

before descending into the lovely Hodder

century reformer John Bright was a pupil, has

a royal hunting ground, an unenclosed tr

t

act of

excellent views of  the Bowland landscape, 

Valley around Dunsop Bridge. This is a

long since gone. Regarded with great suspicion

land, rather than a distinct wooded area. 

leads to the lonely valley of  the River

Throughout the 11th century the area was a u

popular route in the summer months with

by the Church of  England, and by other

Whitendale, northwest of  the village. To the

‘chase’ – a private rather than a roy

v

most lay-bys and parking places filled as

nonconformists, because of  their unorthodox

al hunting

northeast of  Slaidburn lies Stocks Reservoir, 

people pause to take in the breathtaking

views and their informality, the Quakers

ground. Before 1066, the broad acres of

another popular walker’s destination. Beneath

moorland views. 

sought to settle in out-of-the-way villages. 

Bowland were the personal property of Earl

its waters are the remains of  20-odd dwellings
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that made up the hamlet of  Stocks-in-Bolland. Lizzie lodged at the inn and on the morning also of the Fylde Plain, the Loud and Hodder

a town with more to offer than first

LANCASHIRE

They were submerged in 1925 but in very dry

of  her wedding she heard the church bells

valleys, and the Forest of Bowland. This is

appearances would suggest. Our exploration

summers the remains of  the old Chapel bridge ringing. Looking out of  her window she saw captivating countryside so it’s no wonder that, 

of  the Ribble Valley begins at its estuary near

can be seen where it crosses the original

her intended bridegroom leaving the church

according to one of  her biographers, the

Preston and travels upstream through a fertile

Hodder river. 

with another maiden on his arm. 

Queen herself  has divulged that she would

and versatile valley to the river’s remote source

Humiliated and distraught, Lizzie crept up

like to retire to this region of  rural Lancashire. 

in the bleak Pennine Hills. 


CHIPPING

into the inn’s attic and hanged herself. She left

Flowing between the Forest of Bowland to

 19 miles SE of  Lancaster off  the B6243  a a note requesting that she should be buried the north and the hill country of  Pendle to the Preston A  Post Office  F  Lizzie Dean

b

beneath the path leading to the church porch

south, the River Ribble cuts a pleasant and

E  Bowland Boar Park

so that her faithless lover would have to step

green course along a narrow valley. The Ribble

I  Millennium Ribble Link  I  Ribble Steam Railway

c

across her body every Sunday on his way to

Way middle-distance footpath follows the full

This picturesque village overlooking the River

I  Guilds Celebrations   I  Easter Egg Rolling

d

divine service. 

70 miles of  the river, from its source at

Loud is now a conservation area and is also

I  Miller Park  G  Richard Arkwright

home to a Post Office,  built in 1668, w e About three miles south of Chipping, 

Ribblehead in North Yorkshire to the flat, 

hich

G  John Horrocks  B  Harris Museum and Art Gallery

claims to be Britain’s oldest shop. 

f

Bowland Wild Boar Park is home to wild

tidal marshes of  its estuary west of  Preston. 

It is also an

boar, longhorn cows, llamas and other animals. 

The central point of  the valley is Clitheroe, 

B  Museum of Lancashire

art gallery with exhibitions of  work by g

local

Within the park’s mainly wooded 65 acres are a

a typical ancient Lancashire market town that

B  Queen’s Lancashire Regiment Museum

artists, a bookshop and an outlet for HJ Berry

furniture. Very much at the heart of

h

children’s playground and a café and shop

clusters around one of  the smallest Norman

the local

A  Penwortham Old Bridge  A  Ribble Viaduct

serving and selling wild boar meat. Pedal

castles in the country. The valley is also home

agricultural communities, Chipping’s annual

B  National Football Museum

tractors are available for young children; 

to two great houses. The first, Stonyhurst, was

village show is one of

K

the best in Lancashire

tractor, trailer and donkey rides can be

originally the home of  the Shireburn family

‘Proud Preston’ is the largest town in the

and its very name comes from the old English

word for a market place - chepyn. 

L

enjoyed, and there are some attractive walks

and is now the world-famous Roman Catholic

county and its administrative centre. It’s

There are a number of  attractive

i

alongside the River Hodder. 

public school. The second, on the outskirts of

‘Proud’ because it was the first town in the

inns here

Preston, is Salmesbury Hall, a wonderful 14th- county to receive a borough charter (in 1179), j

and one of them, the Sun Inn, is associated

century house that is also a major attraction

the first borough in which every male over 21

with a melancholy tale. The story of  Lizzie

The Ribble Valley

k

for antique collectors. 

had a vote in parliamentary elections (1798), 

Dean whose ghost is said to haunt the inn is

poignant, sad – and true. In 1835, Lizzie wa l

Finally, at the mouth of  the river lies

the first town outside London to light its

s

“A dramatic contrast of  stark fellsides flecked

streets with gas lamps (1816), and in 1958, the

18 years old and a serving wench 

m

Preston, the county’s administrative centre and

at the inn. 

with woolly sheep, and valleys green with

Preston bypass was the first stretch

She had fallen in love

n

with a local man and a

woodland and lush pastures grazed by

of  motorway to be built in Britain. 

date had been set for their wedding at the

obviously contented sheep.” It’s not the

church just across the road from the inn. o

Civic pride was fostered even more

conventional image of  Lancashire as half-

p

by Preston’s elevation in 2002 to

Blackpool, half  wall-to-wall grimy chimneys. 

the status of  a city, one of  only six

q

That’s because the Ribble Valley is the

in the UK so honoured to mark

county’s best-kept secret – 150 square miles

r

the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 

of  peaceful countryside, almost two-thirds of

s

Around the same time, multi-

it designated as Areas of Outstanding

million pound plans were

t

Natural Beauty. 

announced to redevelop the City

u

The best overview of  this beautiful area can

Centre. 

be enjoyed by walking or driving along

v

During the 19th century, Preston

Longridge Fell. Within the space of  a few

became a ‘town of  spires’ as the

miles, huge vistas unfold, not just of  the

Ribble Steam Railway, Preston

evenly-split Protestant and Roman

Ribble Valley from Pendle Hill to Preston, but

Chipping Post Office
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Catholic communities vied to build the most

which is the proud owner of  the largest

in Britain, the cotton workers

LANCASHIRE

splendid churches. The accolade is usually

single collection of  standard gauge industrial

of  the town are remembered

awarded to the Catholic St Walburge’s Church, locomotives in the country with more than in a statue that stands

whose slender 300ft steeple is the third tallest

40 on site. Steam train rides alongside the

outside the old Corn

in England. 

River Ribble are available on open weekends

Exchange. 

In Victorian times, Preston was a major

and the site also contains a museum, shop

One of the best places to

cotton-weaving centre. The mill-owners’

and buffet. 

start any exploration of  the

ruthless exploitation of  the cotton work a

ers

Though the town has both a Roman and a

town is the Harris Museum

provok

b

ed a major strike in 1854 and the bitter

medieval past, nothing of  this is visible today. 

and Art Gallery. Housed in

confrontation attracted the attention of

However, the lasting legacy of  those days is

a magnificent neo-classical

Charles Dickens. He had alread

c

y started to

reflected in the famous Guilds Celebrations, 

building that dominates the

write a novel highlighting the degrading d

which have been taking place every 20 years

Market Square, the museum

conditions and pitiful wages imposed on e since 1500. The last Guild Celebration was in and art gallery were opened

industrial workers by outrageously w

f

ealthy

1992 and, already, preparations are being made

in 1893. As well as the fine

Harris Museum, Preston

mill-owners. He came to Preston, staying at

for the next one in 2012. 

collection of paintings and

the Bull and Royal Hotel in Church Str g

eet, and

A popular annual event is the Easter Egg

watercolours by major 19th-

his first-hand observations of  the

h

extensive docks. Though the town’s

Rolling event held in Avenham Park, one of

century British artists, there is an excellent

unacceptable face of  Victorian capitalism

prosperity was built on cotton, textiles were

the city’s two splendid Victorian parks: the

exhibition detailing the story of Preston. A

displayed in that conflict were embodied in the

not new to Preston, as linen had been

other is the adjacent Miller Park,  noted for its varied programme of  events and exhibitions

grimmest novel he ever wrote,  Hard Times. K

produced here from as far back as Tudor

impressive floral displays and an elaborately

continues throughout the year. 

Many of Preston’s old red-brick mills still L

times. Preston was also the place where, in

designed fountain. 

There are two other major museums in the

stand, although now converted to a v

i

ariety of

1768, the single most important machine of

Preston featured in the  Domesday Book, 

town. Housed in the former county court

imaginative uses. 

the textile industry was invented, Richard

although at that time it was known as Priest-

building, and with limited opening times, the

j

Arkwright’s water-frame cotton spinning

Lancaster may enjoy the distinction of

town and, in the 1260s, the Greyfriars settled

Museum of  Lancashire helps visitors

being the elegant county town, but Pr

k

machine. Almost overnight, the cottage

eston

here. The Catholic traditions of  Preston

experience aspects of  the county’s fascinating

revels in its macho role as Lancashire’s

l

industries of spinning and handloom

continued, as they did elsewhere in the

past. The Fulwood Barracks, which were built

weaving were moved from the workers’

administrative centre – always busy, 

m

county, and this has, along with the

in 1848 of Longridge stone, are home to the

homes into factories and the entrepreneurs

enterprising, forward-looking, but still proud

associated loyalty to the crown, had a great

Queen’s Lancashire Regiment Museum

of  a historical legacy that stretches bac

n

of  Preston were quicker than most to catch

k to

part to play in the town’s history. During the

(free). With a rich history that covers many

Roman times. The port activity may have o

on. One gentleman in particular, John

Civil War it was the Battle of  Preston in 1648

campaigns, the exhibits here are numerous and

Horrocks, saw the potential of  combining

declined, but the dockland area, no

p

w called

that confirmed the eventual defeat of  the

include the famous silver mounted Maida

the spinning and weaving operations under

Riversway, has become an area of

supporters of  Charles I. Later, at the time of

Tortoise, items connected with General Wolfe, 

regeneration with a marina catering for

q

the same roof, and so he was able to take in

the 1745 Jacobite rebellion, Preston played

souvenirs from the Crimea War, and artefacts

pleasure craft, yachts and windsurfers. The r

raw cotton and produce the finished article. 

host to Prince Charles Edward - Bonnie

from the Defence of  Kimberley, the diamond

complex is part of  the Millennium Ribbls

His firm became the largest of  its kind in the


e

Prince Charlie. 

town in South Africa that the 1st Battalion the

world, further adding to the town’s

Link, which forms a three-mile-long linear

Loyals defended without assistance from any

t

The many public buildings of  Preston all

prosperity, but it did not do Horrocks

waterpark providing opportunities for

other troops. 

reflect the prosperity of  the town during the

walking, angling, cycling and boating, as wu

himself  much good as he was dead by the

ell

Victorian age. This wealth was built upon the

Preston’s Guild Hall, built in 1972 to

as boasting a recently commissioned

v

age of  36. 

textile industry, helped by the general location

celebrate that year’s Guild Celebration, has a

sculpture trail. Also in Riversway is the new

Although the great days of  the textile

of  the town - midway between London and

comprehensive diary of  shows and

Ribble Steam Railway, opened in 2005, 

industry are long gone in Preston, as elsewhere

Glasgow, on a major railway route, and with

performances throughout the year ranging
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from ballet, opera and concerts, to pop music, 

90 minutes of  film and a number of  lively

LANCASHIRE


LATHER AND LITE

musical theatre and comedy tours. 

interactive displays, including one that gives

 10 Castlegate, Clitheroe, Lancashire  BB7 1AZ

As might be expected for a town on the

the visitor visual access to every League

 Tel:  01200 429229

banks of  a river, there are many bridges, but

ground in England. 

 e-mail:  latherandlite@googlemail.com

two crossings are particularly worthy of  note. 

 website:  www.latherandlite.co.uk

Penwortham Old Bridge is perhaps the most Around Preston Lather and Lite sits quietly under an arch sandwiched between Party attractive in Lancashire; slightly hump-backed

People and the HSBC Bank at Castle Gate in Clitheroe, Lancashire. 

and built of a mixture of  stones. Constr a

ucted

They specialise in SLS free soaps, shampoos, shower gels and SALMESBURY

chiefly of  buff  g

b

ritstone and pink sandstone

body butters for sensitive skins, Eczema and babies and also 4 miles E of  Preston on the A59

have a range of Goats Milk soaps and bath milks along with in 1756, it replaced a bridge that had

c

cocoa butter bath creamers and foot balms that are a treat for collapsed. By 1912, traffic had increased to

A  Salmesbury Hall

the weary traveller at the end of the day. 

such an extent that its use by

d

motor cars and

To the east of  the village, close to the busy

In March 2008 they launched their successful range of

heavy carts was prohibited. F

e

or more than 150

SLS free gardeners soaps and now supply 4 garden centres A59, stands Salmesbury Hall,  built by the and have a healthy wholesale dept and website. The oil

years, the bridge was the lo

f

west crossing of

Southworth family. The hall seen today, an

soaked incense sticks are also proving to be very popular -

the River Ribble. By contrast, the Ribble

attractive black and white timbered manor

commanding a faithful following from as far as Plymouth in Viaduct is a completely different str

g

ucture. 

the south to the Shetland Isles in the North . 

house, is actually the second house they built

One of  the oldest works of  railway

h

The Sugarcraft section was introduced in the Fall of 2009

after the original hall was burned to the

and, along with lessons ranging from beginners to exam level in the craft, this is again proving to engineering in the area and a construction of

ground by Robert the Bruce in the early

be a success with a healthy trickle of regulars and recommendations from afar. 

great elegance and dignity, it was built in 1838

1300s. Thinking that the original position, 

and brought the railway from Wig

K

For more information on SLS please view the website at: www.latherandlite.co.uk under ‘Thea an to the

close to a crossing of  the River Ribble, was

Range’. Sugarcraft Courses will be advertised under ‘Surgarcraft Supplies’. 

centre of Preston. 

L

too vulnerable to attack, the family built their

Located on the northern outskirts of i

the

subsequent home in what was then an


PRECIOUS LITTLE TREASURES

city is one of  Preston’s most popular visitor

j

isolated location. 

 1 Swan Courtyard, Castle Street, Clitheroe, 

attractions, the National Football Museum. 

More peaceful times followed and the hall, 

Containing the world’s most significant

k

 Lancashire  BB7 2DQ

surrounded by a moat and with a drawbridge, 

 Tel:  01200 426123

football collections, including the official l

was a reflection of  the family’s wealth. A

 e-mail: info@preciouslittletreasures.co.uk

FIFA collection, the museum offers mor m

e

staunchly Catholic family, their 15th-century

 website:  www.preciouslittletreasures.co.uk

than 1000 objects, photographs, more than

chapel contains a mullioned Gothic window

n

Occupying what were originally the stables

that was rescued from

to the main building in the courtyard, 

o

Precious Little Treasures specialises in high

Whalley Abbey after the

quality gifts for children and babies. 

p

Dissolution in the 1530s. 

Owners Ruth and Robert Schofield always

q

However, it was the loyalty

strive to find items not found on the high

to their faith that finally

street, something different and unique. They also seek to carry ethically and organically produced r

gifts from both regional and worldwide suppliers. Main products are in the gift sector along with a brought about the demise of

small range of clothes and christening gowns. Brand names include Trunki ride-on luggage, on-s

the Southworth family. Their

target toilet training balls and ‘Cuddledry’ towels - all from Dragon’s Den; and Cath Kidston’s range t

continued practice of

of baby toiletries. The shop also stocks leading brands of children’s toys and bedding, including Maileg, Trousselier and Bearington. 

Catholicism saw Sir John

u

“The quality of all the products is second to none” say Ruth and Robert, “They wouldn’t be in Southworth imprisoned in

v

the shop otherwise!” The shop operates a ‘new mum wish list” facility and also offers baby Manchester in the late 16th

hampers and gift vouchers. Naturally, there’s a baby-changing facility. The shop is on two floors century and, by the time of

with the ground floor distinguished by a large Georgian-style window, while inside there are exposed beams and stone walls. 

his death a few years later, 

National Football Museum, Preston
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the family, having kept their faith, had seen

varieties of  sausage, amongst them Welsh pork

smallest in England and one of the oldest stone Cinema.  Built in 1874 as a public hall, and LANCASHIRE

their fortune dwindle away. 

and leek, venison and wild boar. Seventy-six

structures in Lancashire. 

converted to a cinema in the 1920s, this

The hall was sold to the Braddyll family who, 

varieties if  you count the special Christmas

According to local legend, the large hole in

monument to the golden days of  the silver

having a house near Ulverston, simply stripped

sausage, only available during the festive season

the keep’s east wall was the work of  the Devil

screen was re-opened in 2008 following a

Salmesbury Hall of its assets. Somehow the hall and containing exotic ingredients such as port, who threw a large boulder from the summit of

£3 million transformation into a world-class

survived, but by the 1870s it was in a shocking

juniper berries and ground almonds. As with

nearby Pendle Hill. Historians say it was Oliver

music and arts centre. 

state of repair. First, Joseph Harrison stepped

the French, traditional Lancashire meat cuisine

Cromwell’s troops who inflicted the damage. 

Just outside the town can be found Edisford

in and began a successful restoration

a

wastes no part of  the animal. Black pudding, 

Today, visitors can stand within the keep as

Picnic Area, a popular place for family outings

programme, to the point where he was ab b

le to

tripe and onions, chitterlings, lamb’s fry and

hidden voices recount the castle’s history, 

that stands on the site of a battleground where

entertain the likes of Charles Dickens. 

sweetbreads are still popular dishes here, 

complete with appropriate sound effects. 

the Scots fought the Normans. Also near

However, the building work

c

took all his money

although rarely seen in southern England. 

Standing on another prominent limestone

Clitheroe, at Brungerley, are a set of  Stepping

and, facing ruin, Har

d

rison committed suicide. 

In King Street there’s Byrne’s Wine

mound close to the castle is Clitheroe

Stones across the river that are said to be

By 1925, the hall was once again in a dila e

pidated Merchants, which stocks more than 1550

Castle Museum. Re-opened in 2009 after a

haunted. Apparently, the evil spirit living in the

condition and was only saved fr

f

om demolition

wines and 100 malt whiskies.  Which? Wine

£3.5 million restoration scheme to turn

water drags a traveller to his watery death every

by the efforts of the Salmesbury Hall Trust, a

 Guide  judged the shop to be the best wine

Clitheroe Castle into the area’s premier all-

seven years. 

group that is still managing the proper

g

ty today. 

merchant in the country. Also well worth

weather visitor attraction, the museum now

There are few grand houses in the Ribble

Any profits made by the Hall go towar

h

ds its

visiting is the Platform Gallery,  housed in a has new interactive displays telling the

Valley open to the public, but Browsholme

upkeep. On Sundays, Henry VIII is in residence refurbished railway station dating from 1870. 

intriguing story of  Clitheroe and the Ribble

Hall near Clitheroe is open at certain times in

and provides an entertaining free tour, which

The gallery presents a regularly-changing

Valley through the ages. There are 16 acres

the summer. Dating back to the early 1500s, the

explores life in medieval and Tudor times. TK

he

programme of  visual art exhibitions –

of  surrounding formal gardens, which

Hall has been the family home of  the Parkers

hall stands in three acres of beautifully

L

paintings and prints, textiles, glassware, 

feature a state-of-the-art skate park, 

for 500 years and there’s a special pleasure in

maintained grounds that includes the Quai

trefoil ceramics, jewellery, papier maché and baskets, 

playground, bandstand and the first

being shown around the house by a member of

rose garden and a herb garden that supplies the

with the majority of  the work on show

Labyrinth in Lancashire. Afterwards, you can

the family. The house contains a major

restaurant. 

j

produced by regionally based artists. 

sit back and relax in the restaurant whilst

collection of  oak furniture, portraits, arms and

k

Clitheroe also has a sculpture trail leading

sampling local delicacies. Don’t leave without

armour, and many unusual antiquities ranging

Clitheroe

l

from Brungerley Bridge to Crosshill Quarry. 

climbing to the top of the Castle for

from the Civil War to a fragment of  a Zeppelin. 

m

The trail was started in 1993 by Thompson

magnificent panoramic views of the

The Parkers took their name from the family’s

H  Platform Gallery  H  Sculpture Trail

Dagnall who worked on this commission in the

Clitheroe and Ribble Valley landscape. 

hereditary role in medieval times as keepers of

n

A  Clitheroe Castle  B  Clitheroe Castle Museum

Ribble Valley for seven months. His main

A short walk from the Castle Museum stands the deer park in the royal hunting ground of o

sculpture, Saving Sheep, portrays a shepherd

the parish Church of  St Mary Magdalen

the Forest of Bowland. 

A  Church of St Mary Magdalen

rescuing a sheep from the swelling river’s

A  Grand Cinema  D  Edisford Picnic Area

p

which, though it was rebuilt by the Victorians, 

current. New sculptures by different artists are

was founded in the 13th century. At that time

F  Stepping Stones  A  Browsholme Hall

q

Around Clitheroe

added from time to time. 

the town also had a school; however, the

Perhaps the most appealing little market tow r

Clitheroe is Lancashire’s second oldest

present Royal Grammar School was not

n


WEST BRADFORD

in Lancashire, Clitheroe nestles around its

s

borough, after Wigan, receiving its first charter

established until 1554. The school’s official

 1 mile N of  Clitheroe off  the B6478

miniature Norman castle. The town has a

t

in 1147, since when the town has served the

charter, granted by Mary Tudor but lost for

surrounding villages of  the Ribble Valley as

many years, was eventually found in the vaults

This tucked-away village, just south of  the

reputation for high quality specialist shops u their market town. Like Lancaster, it too is of a local solicitor’s office in 1990. 

Forest of Bowland, was mentioned in the

acclaimed for their individuality, some of  which

have gained international recognition:

v

dominated by an 800-year-old Castle standing

The town’s narrow, winding streets are full of Domesday Book and there are records of establishments such as Cowman’s Sausage Shop on a 100ft high limestone crag above the town. 

character and charm and amidst the ancient

some villagers paying the first poll tax levied

in Castle Street, which offers 75 different

Today only the keep remains, the second

buildings is the rather incongruous Grand

by Richard II in 1379. The old part of  the
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village is set around a green bordering the

for village buildings – the site is wonderfully

of  Downham, still refuses to permit the

This pleasant rural village was the home of

LANCASHIRE

River Ribble. It’s a pleasant spot with a stream

quiet and peaceful. 

skyline to be spoilt by TV aerials, satellite

Francis Duckworth,  the famous composer

running alongside the road through the

dishes, or even dormer windows. The village

of  hymn tunes. These include one he named


WORSTON

bottom half  of  the village and access to the

phone box has also come under the influence  Rimington,  which is sung to the words of   Jesus houses bordering the beck is gained by

 1 mile NE of  Clitheroe off  the A59

of  the family and is not painted a distinctive

 shall reign where e’er the sun.  His parents ran the crossing a quaint stone bridge. 

Hidden away down a lane off  the main road, 

pillar box red, but grey, to tone in with the

village post office and shop next door to the

Worston has remained unchanged over the

surroundings. 

Methodist chapel where he was organist for


SAWLEY

a


years and can certainly be described as

more than 40 years. A plaque on the chapel, 

 4 miles N of  Clitheroe off  the A59


RIMINGTON

b


unspoilt. Keen-eyed film fans may even

now a private house, commemorates him. 

 5 miles NE of  Clitheroe off  the A59

A  Sawley Abbey

recognize the surrounding countryside, since

c

G  


BOLTON BY BOWLAND

Francis Duckworth


At the centre of  this historic village, easily

this was one of  the locations used during the

d

 7 miles NE of  Clitheroe off  the A59

missed as the main road by-passes it, are the

filming of   Whistle Down the Wind. Behind the

This small hillside village has twice won

slight remains of  Sawley Abbey, f

e

ounded in

village inn, where the amusing and bizarre

Lancashire’s Best Kept Village competition. Its

A  Pudsey Tomb

the 13th century by the Cister

ritual of  the village’s Mock Corporation was

f

cian monks of

name means ‘farmstead on the boundary’ and

Lying alongside a ‘bow’, or bend, in the River

Fountains Abbey. Although during the reigns

revived in 1989, can still be seen the bull ring. 

as the Lancashire/Yorkshire boundary has

Ribble, this tranquil village with its two ancient

of  Edward I and II the abbots of  Sa

g

wley were Set into a stone, this was where the beast was changed over the years the village has been

greens, stone cross and ancient stocks, lies on

called to the House of  Lords, none of

h

the

tethered and baited with specially trained

transferred from one county to the other. The

the southern edge of  the forest area. Part of

abbots were men of  note except, perhaps, 

dogs in the belief  that the ‘sport’ tenderised

most recent transfer was in 1974 when people

the Bolton Hall estate, the village has been

William Trafford, the last head of  the

the meat. 

who had been Yorkshire born and bred

protected from insensitive development – the

K

community. With his colleague and neighbour, 

suddenly found themselves Lancastrians. 

most recent dwelling to be built is already


DOWNHAM

the last Abbot of  Whalley (see Whalley), L

 3 miles NE of  Clitheroe off  the A59

Trafford took part in the Pilgrimage of i

Grace


SPRINGHEAD FARM HOLIDAY COTTAGES

in 1536 and, for his par

Some 40-odd villages are sprinkled along the

j

t in the failed uprising, 

 Bolton by Bowland, nr Clitheroe, Lancashire  BB7 4LU

was taken prisoner. Tried for treason at

banks of  the Ribble Valley, all of  them built in

Lancaster in 1537, Trafford

k

 Tel:  01200 447245

was found guilty

the appealing local stone. One of  the prettiest

 website:  www.springheadcottages.co.uk

and executed. Although little of the abbey l

is Downham, set at the foot of  Pendle Hill

In a serene setting in the beautiful Ribble Valley,  Springhead remains – much of

m

the stone was cannibalised

and renowned as the setting for the cinema

Farm Holiday Cottages are ideally placed as a base for classic  Whistle Down the Wind. The

exploring a particularly attractive part of the county. Susan n

and Richard Lund’s cottages provide very comfortable self-village also provided location scenes

catering accommodation in three properties sleeping four o

for BBC TV’s period drama series

(Woodpecker), six (Kingfisher) or eight (Mallard). Mallard p

 Born & Bred. Thanks for

has a downstairs bedroom and a wet room, and the whole

of the ground floor is disabled friendly. All the properties are Downham’s unspoilt appearance

q

tastefully decorated, full of character and equipped with all must go to the Clitheroe family, 

the amenities needed for a relaxing go-as-you-please stay. 

r

who have owned the whole village

Equipment provided includes TV, video, fridge, dishwasher, s

since 1558 – the same year in which

full-size cooker, microwave and washing machine. All linen and towels are provided. Each property has central heating they acquired Whalley Abbey. It was

t

and two of the three also have open fires. Children are very the present Lord Clitheroe’s

welcome, and cots and high chairs are available on request. 

u

grandfather who paid for the

The farm is located in the heart of excellent walking

v

electricity supply cables to be laid

country with the Forest of Bowland on the doorstep. The farm itself also has plenty of interest, with cattle, calves underground back in the 1930s and

and horses to see, a pleasant garden and a children’s play area. A barbecue comes into its own on Sawley Abbey

the present squire, Lord Clitheroe

summer evenings and the village shop is just a 10-minute walk away. 
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more than 100 years old. The 15th-century

answer is that it was specially constructed in

family tombs here are regarded as the best in

well as being the Chief  Forester of  Bowland, 

LANCASHIRE

village Church of St Peter & St Paul is home

the 1930s to service the new Rolls-Royce

the county. One of  the earliest is the fine

he was also one of  Henry VIII’s

to the famous Pudsey Tomb with its

factory in the town. The ‘B’ in the names of

alabaster tomb of Sir Richard Shireburn (who

commissioners studying the state of the

engraved figure of  Sir Ralph Pudsey in full

jet engines such as the RB211 stands for

died in 1594) and his wife Maude, who is

monasteries. He was an eager participant in

armour alongside figures of  his three wives

Barnoldswick,  which, incidentally, is known

dressed in capacious petticoats. The latest is of the suppression of  Whalley Abbey. Though and their 25 children. In the folds of each

locally as Barlick. 

another Richard, who died in 1702 at the age

the family publicly adopted the new Protestant

lady’s gown an inscription with a Roman

At the western end of the town is Bancroft

of  nine after eating poisonous berries. 

religion under Elizabeth I, it was with little

numeral indicates how many childr

a

en she bore

Mill Engine Museum.  The mill was the last Following the fashion of  the time, the

enthusiasm, and in a short time the Shireburn

– respectively six, two and 17. 

b

weaving shed to be built in Lancashire, in 1922. 

monument displays copious macabre items – a family, like many other Lancastrian families, The mill closed in 1978 but the grand 600hp

skull, hour glass, sickle, more bones than seem

returned to their Catholic faith. It seems


GISBURN

c


cross-compound steam engine was preserved

necessary and, emerging from the ground, two strange then that Cromwell, on his way to and 7 miles NE of  Clitheroe on the A59

d

and there are regular demonstrations of it in

skeletal hands. 

from the Battle of  Preston, should take shelter

Like Rimington, this village w

e

as also once in

action. It was originally used to drive 1250

Confirmation that a settlement existed here

at Stonyhurst, although rumour has it that the

Yorkshire - and many locals claim it still is! 

looms weaving cotton. The museum also

ardent Puritan slept with a pistol at his side

f

before the days of  the land ownership by the

One of  the Ribble Valley’s most pleasant and

displays tools and documents connected with

abbey comes with the name of  the village

and his guards around him. 

picturesque villages, Gisburn’s history is g

the weaving industry. 

itself. Mitton is derived from the Saxon word

In 1794, after the house had been left

dominated by the Lister family who, 

h

from

Barnoldswick is one of  the few towns in the

mythe, which means a farm at the junction of

empty for some considerable time and had

humble beginnings, rose to become the Lords

country to have a woman as its Town Crier. 

two rivers – perfectly describing the location

fallen into a state of  disrepair, the owner, 

of  Ribblesdale. Their house, built in the early

Liz Woolnough took the post in 2005 and

as, close by, the River Hodder feeds into the

Thomas Weld, offered the property to the

17th century in Gisburne Park

K

, is still standing

each year since has been a prominent figure in

River Ribble. 

Jesuits who had set up an English Catholic

though it is now a private hospital. 

L

the annual Town Criers Contest featuring

School in Flanders. Unwelcome in France

HURST GREEN


PAYTHORNE

i


keen competition and an explosion of

following the revolution, the Jesuits gladly

 5 miles SW of  Clitheroe on the B6243

colourful costumes. 

accepted, and after restoring the original

 10 miles NE of  Clitheroe off  the A682

j

A  Stonyhurst College  G  Sir Richard Shireburn

building, they extended it during the 19th


 GREAT MITTON

Although the source of  the Riv

k

er Ribble lies

A  St Peter’s Church  G  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

century. Their finest addition must be the

to the north in Yorkshire, near the famous

 3 miles SW of  Clitheroe on the B6246

l

replica of  King’s College in Cambridge: St

This pretty village of  stone-built cottages

Three Peaks of  Whernside, Ingleborough and

A  All Hallows’ Church  A  Shireburn Chapel

Peter’s Church was built in 1835 and

m

nestling in the Ribble Valley is best known

Pen-y-ghent, this village is the first on its

contains many treasures including a 7th-

Standing opposite the Three Fishes Hotel, 

banks on this side of  the county boundary. n

for its nearby public school. Stonyhurst

It

century copy of  St John’s Gospel and a cape

which takes its name from the three fishes on

College,  the world-famous Roman Catholic also marks the end of  the river’s journey

o

of  Henry II that was used by Henry VIII at

the Whalley Abbey coat of  arms, is the

school, began life as the residence of  the

through the rugged limestone scenery of p

his meeting with Francis I of  France at the

striking All Hallows’ Church. Housing some

local lords of  the manor. The present

moorlands and the start of  its picturesque

Field of the Cloth of Gold. 

of the finest relics to be seen in any British

course through a lush green valley. 

q

building, begun around 1523, was the work

church, it is most certainly worth a visit. It was

of  Hugh Shireburn, although additions were

One of  Stonyhurst College’s most famous

r


BARNOLDSWICK

built around 1270 and little has been done to

made in 1592 by Sir Richard Shireburn. 

sons was Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, the

 10 miles NE of  Clitheroe on the B6251

s

the building since, although a tower was added

The core of  this imposing building set beside creator of  Sherlock Holmes. The Conan Doyle desk (into which he carved his name) is

in 1438 and the pews are Jacobean. However, 

B  Bancroft Mill Engine Museum

t

a lake is late-Elizabethan, but there have been one of the many artefacts on show when the it is the Shireburn Chapel that draws most

I  Town Criers Contest

u

major additions almost every century, all of

visitors to the church. It was added in 1440 by

them blending remarkably well with the

college is occasionally open to the public

If  you approach this former cotton town v

the Shireburn family of Stonyhurst who

earlier buildings. 

during the summer holidays. The exterior of

the college can always be seen from the minor

from the south, off  the A56, you may

claimed to be the direct descendants of the

Sir Richard Shireburn was an ambitious

road that runs through its grounds. 

wonder why the road is so straight. The

first rector, Ralph the Red of Mytton. The

man who served the Tudor monarchy well. As
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STYDD

here at the crossroads of  two important roads, 

The village lies at the foot of  Longridge


BASHALL TOWN

LANCASHIRE


 7 miles SW of  Clitheroe off  the B6245

one linking Manchester and Carlisle; the other

Fell from whose 1150ft elevation there are

 2 miles W of  Clitheroe off  the B6243

running from York to the west coast. It also

superb views northwards over the Loud Valley

A  Norman Chapel

I  Bowland Brewery

guarded a ford over the River Ribble. 

to Chipping; to the south the land drops away

Just to the north of  Ribchester is the small

Although little of  the fort’s walls remain, the

towards the River Ribble. For many years this

Idyllically located on the edge of  the Forest of

hamlet of  Stydd. All that remains of  the

granary or storehouse with its hypocaust

area was an important source of  building

Bowland, the Bowland Brewery has, since

monastery founded here by the Knights

(underfloor heating) has been excavated, 

stone and several of  Preston’s civic buildings, 

April 2003, produced hand-crafted real ales

Hospitallers of  St John of Jer

a

usalem is the

revealing some interesting coins, pottery, 

including the Harris Library and Museum, as

using the finest Maris Otter malted barley and

Norman Chapel, standing alone surrounded

full-flower hops. In the free Visitor Centre

sculptures and inscriptions. 

by meadows. It contains effigies of

b

well as the docks at Liverpool, were

some of

The fort’s Roman Museum is designed to

constructed with Longridge stone. 

there are viewing windows into the brew house

the knights. A crusading and militar

c

y order

transport visitors back to the days of  the

In the 1790s the stone was also used to

itself, and a shop where you can buy the beers

d

established in 1113, the Knights Hospitallers

Roman occupation and offers an excellent

build a row of  20 terraced cottages in

in either bottles or casks. Alternatively, you can

provided help and assistance to pilgrims

enjoy a brew with a meal at the neighbouring

insight into those times. Amongst the dramatic

travelling to the Holy Land. T

e

Longridge – numbers 4 to 44 Higher Road, 

heir religious

Bashall Barn farm shop and café. Tours of  the

displays are life-size figures of  a splendidly

houses we

f

which now have listed building status. They

re known as commanderies and at

attired Roman Legionary and a cavalryman. 

were erected by a group of  quarrymen who

brewery can be arranged by appointment for

one time there were more than 50 of

g

their

Sadly, the finest artefact unearthed here, an

formed a club into which each member paid a

groups of 10 or more. 

small monasteries in the country. 

h

ornate bronze parade helmet recovered in

fixed weekly sum. The money was used to pay

GRIMSARGH


RIBCHESTER

1795, is not on display, although they do have

the cost of  materials, £138.3s.6d (£138.17), 

 11 miles W of  Clitheroe on the B6243

a replica. The original can be seen at the

for building each cottage. When a cottage was

 8 miles SW of  Clitheroe on the B5269

K

E  Tun Brook Wood

British Museum in London. 

completed, the members drew lots as to who

C  Bremetannacum  B  Roman Museum

L

In the village itself, the discovery of  some

should occupy it. Known as Club Row,  these As well as having one of  the largest village

A  St Wilfrid’s Church

i

pre-Norman crosses in and around St Wilfrid’s

mutually-funded cottages are the earliest

greens in Lancashire, covering some 12 acres, 

Situated on the banks of the River Ribble, the

Church suggests that this 13th-century

known example of  properties built on the

Grimsargh is also home to Tun Brook Wood. 

j

village is best known for its Roman Fort, 

building occupies the site of a Saxon church. 

principles of  a Building Society and have

Following the line of  the brook until it meets

Bremetannacum, on the norther

k

n bank. It

The church is named after the first Bishop of

earned themselves an entry in the  Guinness

the River Ribble, this is one of  the largest

was the Roman governor Gnaeus Julius

l

Ripon who, in the 7th century, played a

 Book of  Records. 

areas of  deciduous woodland in the country. 

Ag

m

ricola who in AD79 first established a fort

prominent part in the Synod of Whitby. 

GOOSNARGH


WADDINGTON

n



LONGRIDGE

 12 miles SW of  Clitheroe on the B5269

 2 miles NW of  Clitheroe on the B6478

o

 10 miles SW of  Clitheroe on the

A  Chingle Hall

I  Scarecrow Festival  H  Backridge Farm

 B6243

p

Just to the west of the village stands Chingle

This is one of  the area’s best known villages –

D  Longridge Fell  A  Club Row

its attractive Coronation Gardens have

q

Hall, a small moated manor house that was

After Clitheroe, bustling

built in 1260 by Adam de Singleton. A Catholic

appeared on many postcards and even on

r

Longridge is the only other town

family, the Singletons are said to have a chapel

biscuit tin lids. King Henry VI spent a whole

s

of  any size in the area. Like

with three priest hides. As well as being the

year here in 1464/5, not because he

t

Clitheroe, it offers a good

birthplace of St John Wall, one of  the last

particularly appreciated its charms, but

selection of independently owned

priests to die for his faith, in 1620, it enjoys the

because he was hiding at Waddington Hall

u

shops along with a range of

reputation of  being one of the most haunted

from the Yorkists who had defeated him at the

v

antiques galleries. It is widely

houses in Britain and has featured in countless

Battle of  Hexham. When his hiding place was

known for its Lancashire

TV and radio programmes. Visits to the hall are discovered, he escaped via a secret tunnel that St Wilfrid’s Parish Church, Ribchester

Cheese Dairies. 

by arrangement only. 

led from the hall’s dining room. He was quickly
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a

b

c

d

Wish Gifts is a family run business established in 2006, based in the heart of the Ribble Valley, set on a farm just outside the beautiful village of Waddington.  Run by a mum of two, the shop has grown out of love e

for traditional wooden toys and gifts not easily found on the high street. 

Wish Gifts also sells art and craft supplies, outdoor toys, creative gifts f

and traditional Teddy bears and Gollies.  All of their products are of exceptional quality and all have been given their children’s seal of g

approval! There are excellent ranges of modern and classic toys to suit all budgets. We cater for newborns, with an exclusive selection of h

Christening Gifts, toddlers and children up to 10 years. With an emphasis on providing educational, interactive and creative toys, customers will have the opportunity to purchase something different for their children to grow old with. 

K

Backridge Farm, Twitter Lane, Waddington.  BB7 3LQ

Tel: 01200 442479  Email: sales@wishgifts.co.uk

L

i

j

k

l

m

n

o

p

q

r

s

t

u

v
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captured at Brungerley Bridge, down river near

lies another resort, Lytham St Anne’s, which is

arrived in 1890 with the aim of

LANCASHIRE

Clitheroe, then imprisoned in the Tower of

not only somewhat more genteel, but also the

providing “an American-style

London where he died in 1471. 

home of  one of  the country’s best known

amusement park where adults

Waddington has several times won first prize

golf  courses and host to the British Open

could feel like children again”. 

in Lancashire’s Best Kept Village competition

Championships. Both places grew up as a

But the developers’ real

and it’s easy to see why. Waddington Brook

result of  the expansion of the railway system

masterstroke was the construction

splashes the length of  the village and 18th-

in the Victorian age when they were popular

of the world-famous Blackpool

century almshouses cluster around the gr a

een. 

destinations for the mill workers of  Lancashire

Tower. Modelled on the Eiffel

In early May, the village is bustling with b and Yorkshire. 

Tower and completed in 1894, the

various events connected with its Scarecrow

However, the Fylde is also an ancient region

tower stands some 518 feet high

c

Festival. Villagers parade their scruffy creations that was known to both the Saxons and the and incorporates a Ballroom and

and the celebrations include a May Queen d

Romans. To the north of  this region, around

Grand Theatre, both of  which are

procession, model duck racing, craft f

e

air and

the Wyre estuary, the salt marshes have been

North Pier, Blackpool

decorated in a wonderfully over-

farmers’ market. 

f

exploited for more than 2000 years and the

the-top rococo style. There’s also

process continues at the large ICI plant. 

familiar with Blackpool’s brash, warm-hearted

an aquarium, 3D cinema, circus workshop and

A mile or so southwest of the town, andg Fishing and shipping too have been important attractions, but did you know that this single

the famous Tower Ballroom, a much loved

approached along a winding country lane, 

Backridge Farm is a working farm

h

sources of  revenue here. 

town has more beds available for the 16

institution where tea dances are still a regular

has also

million people who visit each year than the

Inland, the fertile, flat plain has been

feature. It was, for many years from the 1960s

diversified by converting various outbuildings

whole of  Portugal has for its visitors? 

farmed for many centuries and, with few

to the 1980s, the venue for BBC TV’s

into retail outlets and artists’ studios. Pr

K

oducts

major roads, the quiet rural communities lie

Today, Blackpool is the largest town in the

enormously popular  Come Dancing  series. 

on offer include jewellery, handbags, perfume, 

chocolate, clothing and children’s toys. Ther L

undisturbed and little changed by the 21st

present county of  Lancashire. Little more

e’s

The introduction of  the Blackpool

also a café and restaurant serving locally i

century. A haven for wildlife,  particularly

than a fishing village among the sand dunes

Illuminations helped extend the summer

birds and plants, the two estuaries of  the

of  the Fylde coast 150 years ago, Blackpool’s

produced food and drink. 

season into autumn, and the late 20th century

j

Ribble and the Wyre provide habitats that

huge expansion followed the arrival of  the

saw yet more visitor attractions added to the

k

abound with rare and endangered species of

railway. Up until then, travel to and from the

mix. The Pleasure Beach now boasts the

The Fylde

l

plants and birds. A relatively undiscovered

village involved considerable discomfort, 

tallest, fastest and, it is claimed, the most

region, the Fylde has much more to offer than

taking a day from Manchester and two days

The Fylde derives its name from the Angm

thrilling rollercoaster ride in the world; 

lo-

a white-knuckle ride and candy floss and is

from York. The great Victorian railway

Sandcastle Waterpark is an all-weather

Saxon word gefilde meaning level green n well worth taking the time to explore. 

companies put Blackpool well and truly on

indoor complex where visitors can enjoy

fields, an apt description of  this low-lying o

the map by laying the railway lines right to

waterslides, wave pools and water flumes in

area that extends from Fleetwood in the

north to Lytham St Anne’s in the south. Itp

the coast and building the grand stations –

sub-tropical temperatures; and the Sea Life

Blackpool

the town once had three. Local developers

Centre provides close-up views of  a wide

was once known as Windmill Land but

q

enthusiastically began creating new

A  

range of  marine creatures, including deadly

nowadays windmills are few and far betw

Blackpool Tower  I  Tower Ballroom

r

een. 

attractions for their visitors. The first pier

sea snakes, and boasts one of  the largest

A notable exception is the striking example

I  Pleasure Beach  I  Sandcastle Waterpark

on the waterfront at Lytham. It was b

s

was constructed in 1863, followed by two

collections of  tropical sharks in Europe. 

uilt in

E  Sea Life Centre  A  North Pier

more over the next 20 years. A glass-domed

1805, worked until 1929, and now houses at

The North Pier,  designed by Eugenius

H  Grundy Art Gallery  I  Blackpool Tramways

Winter Gardens opened in 1875, and 10 years Birch, was opened at the beginning of the small museum. 

u

E  Martin Mere  I  Stanley Park  E  Blackpool Zoo

later the town’s electric tram system began

1863 season. It soon became the place to

This historic area of  coastal Lancashire isv

operating, the first in Britain and today the

A  Norman arch

promenade and is now a listed building. 

known to most because of  Blackpool: the

only one. The Pleasure Beach with its

Eugenius Birch (1818-1884) was the most

brash, seaside resort that has been entertaining Blackpool is as unique to England as Las permanent fairground rides and amusements

famous of  all the pier engineers; he was also

holidaymakers for generations. To the south

Vegas is to the United States. Everyone is
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a talented artist and mechanic. His Blackpool

geese, swans, ducks and even flamingos, and a


FLEETWOOD

methanol designed to relieve the sore throats

LANCASHIRE

pier was one of  many – others included

temporary resting place for thousands more. 

 8 miles N of  Blackpool on the A587

and bronchial troubles endured by fishermen

Margate, Aberystwyth, Brighton West, 

Nearby, Stanley Park is spacious, well-

B  Fleetwood Museum  F  Fisherman’s Friend

at sea. He called the mixture Fisherman’s

Eastbourne, Hastings, Lytham and Plymouth

maintained and peaceful, and noted for its

Friend and it was remarkably successful. The

Cleveleys in turn links up with Fleetwood, 

– the last opened in the year of his death. 

Italian garden and pleasure lake. Within the

only problem was that the bottles in which it

which until 1836 was just a small fishing village. 

Currently, the Promenade between the North park is Blackpool Model Village, 2½ acres of was sold frequently shattered in the rough

Local landowner Sir Peter Hesketh-Fleetwood

Pier and Sandcastle Waterpark is being

gardens, entertaining model displays and a

Atlantic seas. So Lofthouse transformed the

extended and improved to pro

a

decided to develop the area as a seaside resort

vide a stylish

couple of  ponds stocked with koi carp. 

liquid into a lozenge, which is still produced

and employed a leading architect, Decimus

new seafront and to bolster coastal def b

ences. 

Adjacent to the park, Blackpool Zoo is home

by his descendants and has enormous sales

Burton, who had designed large parts of

One of  the town’s less well known

to more than 400 animals from all around the

worldwide. 

attractions is the Grundy Art Gallery in c

St Leonards-on-Sea and Hove. Burton was

world, including lions, tigers, elephants, 

Queen Street, which has an interesting d

responsible for the town’s most prominent


ROSSALL POINT

gorillas, lemurs, exotic birds and creepy-

feature, The Mount - a seven-acre park facing

 9 miles N of  Blackpool off  the A587

collection of  Victorian oils and wa

e

tercolours, 

crawlies. A popular attraction is the Dinosaur

the seafront and built on a large sand-dune

contemporary prints, modern British paintings

Safari, which takes visitors back through time

Situated at the northern tip of the Fylde coast, 

f

originally known as Tup’s Hill. At the highest

and a fascinating exhibit on Old Blackpool. 

to the world of  dinosaurs, experiencing

Rossall Point is where the Hesketh-Fleetwood

Despite its reputation as a br

g

point is a pavilion built in 1902 incorporating a

ash and lively

erupting volcanoes, spouting geysers and

family, the force behind the creation of

clock added in 1919. The wall on the inland

resort, Blackpool also has its quiet, sec h

luded

terrifying reptiles along the way. The latest

Fleetwood, had their home. Their impressive

side of The Mount is built from pebbles, in

corners where visitors can escape the crowds. 

addition is Amazonia, a walk-round exhibit

mansion is still standing and is now part of

traditional Fylde style. Directly across The

There are seven miles of  sea front, from the

that houses five species of monkey, along with

Rossall School. 

North Shore down as far as Squire’s Ga K

Esplanade from the Mount stands The Marine

te and South American wildfowl, parrots and agouti. 

POULTON-LE-FYLDE

Lytham, where the pace of  life is g

L

Hall and Marine Gardens, Wyre Borough’s

entler and

In a town that places such emphasis on

largest entertainment venue, opened in 1935. 

 3 miles NE of  Blackpool on the A586

the beaches are quieter. Blackpool

i

novelty, it’s something of  a surprise to find a

The opening of  the railway extension from

magnificent Norman arch in one of  its

C  Danes Pad  A  Church of St Chad

Tramways have provided a most enjoyable

j

Preston to Fleetwood was a key factor in the

way of  exploring these less busy sides of  the

churches. All Hallows Church itself  is 19th

I  Teanlay Night  I  Skippool Creek

town and its environs for many years. 

k

town’s development and the impressive North

century, but the arch was retained from an

Euston Hotel, which opened in 1842, reflects

This is one of  the oldest towns in the ancient

Opened in 1885, it was the world’s first

l

earlier building. It is carved with the signs of

those railway links. Queen Victoria used

area known as Amounderness. The Romans

electric street tram system. The route wa

the zodiac and is remarkably well-preserved. 

m

s

Fleetwood as she travelled to Scotland for her

were known to have been in the area and it

extended along the Lytham road in 1895 and

later connected with other routes in nearb n

annual holiday. However, this was all before the

was probably their handiwork that

y

Around Blackpool

constructed the Danes Pad, an ancient

Lytham St Anne’s. 

o

railway companies managed to lay a track over

Still a popular means of

Shap Fell in Cumbria in 1847 and thus provide

trackway. Many Roman artefacts were

transport here today, many of  the tramcar ps CLEVELEYS

a direct rail link to Scotland. Sir Peter was

discovered along its course. 

date from the 1930s or 1950s and the

q

 5 miles N of  Blackpool on the A584

bankrupted but the town itself continued to

Poulton developed as a commercial centre

managing company has a special selection of

vintage cars, which they run on special

r

flourish as a port and seaside resort. 

for the surrounding agricultural communities

This popular seaside resort is less boisterous

The town’s Museum, overlooking the River

and its Market Place remains its focal point. In

occasions such as the cer

s

emonial lighting of

than its neighbour Blackpool to the south, and

Wyre, illustrates the town’s links with the fishing 1732, a great fire, started by sparks from the the Illuminations. 

is altogether more attractive architecturally. 

t

industry, which suffered greatly from the

torches of  a funeral procession, destroyed

A couple of miles inland from Pleasure

This is hardly surprising as the town began to

Beach, Martin Mere is a Wildlife and

u

Icelandic cod wars of the 1970s. 

most of  the thatched cottages that surrounded

grow after an architectural competition, 

the market square in those days. Consequently, 

Wetlands Trust bird reserv

v

organised in 1906, in which Sir Edwin

The town’s most famous product is known

e where more than

Lutyens, the designer of  modern Whitehall in

around the world. In 1865, a local chemist

little of  old Poulton can be seen in the centre

160 species have been recorded. The 10-acre

London, was involved. 

named James Lofthouse created a compound

of  the town. 

lake is the year-round home for hundreds of

of  liquorice, capsicum, eucalyptus and

The present Church of  St Chad dates
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from the early 17th century, though the

le-Sands – nowadays better known as

Scandinavians. They both took advantage of

public houses and inns in the village at

LANCASHIRE

majority of the building is Georgian. Inside

Morecambe. 

the salt deposits here and, today, the large

that time. 

there’s a splendid Georgian nave from which a

ICI plant is still extracting salt. The Wyre

Every Wednesday, a bustling open air


THORNTON

magnificent staircase leads to typically


Estuary Country Park, taking in the whole

market is held in the charming village square. 

Georgian galleries running around three sides. 

 5 miles NE of  Blackpool on the B5268

estuary from Fleetwood up river as far as

However, unlike most local markets, Great

As Poulton was a key town in the area for

A  Marsh Mill  E  Wyre Estuary Country Park

Shard Bridge, is an excellent place from

Eccleston’s first took place in 1974 following a

centuries, it is not surprising that there are

E  Wyreside Ecology Centre

which to discover the area. An initial stop at

campaign started by the parish council a few

seve

a

ral magnificent memorials to the local

the Wyreside Ecology Centre,  which

years previously. The wide variety of  stalls

Situated on the west bank of  the Wyre estuary, 

Fleetwood-Hesketh family to be f

b

ound here. 

provides all manner of  information about the attract visitors from not only the immediate this small town is dominated by Marsh Mill, 

Fire seems to have played an important

estuary, is a sensible starting point. From here surroundings, but also coache parties from which stands over 100 feet high and was

role in the life of  the to

c

wn and one ancient

a number of  footpaths take in many of  the

outside the area. 

constructed in 1794. The grinding of  corn

custom still kept is Teanlay Night, w d

hich

places along the river, as well as leading

ceased here soon after World War One but the


PREESALL

involves the lighting of  bonfires on

e

visitors through important areas of  salt

building has been restored and it is now a

Halloween. Each bonfire is encircled with

marsh that contain a wide range of  plants, 

 9 miles NE of  Blackpool on the B5270

f

tourist attraction. 

white-coloured stones, which are then thrown

insects and birds. 

The village’s original name, Pressoude, 

At this point the Wyre estuary is wide and

into the flames by the onlooker

g

s and left until provides shelter for shipping, an advantage HAMBLETON

mentioned in the Domesday Book, is thought

the next day. The successful retrieval of h

one’s

that was utilised by both the Romans and the

 6 miles NE of  Blackpool on the A588

to mean a salt farm near the sea. In 1872, rock

own stone is considered a good omen for

salt deposits were discovered beneath the

A  Shard Bridge

future prosperity. 

village. From then on, for around 30 years, 

Strolling around Poulton-le-Fylde now, K

it is

A centre for ship building in medieval times, 

Preesall became a centre for salt mining. The

hard to imagine that the town was once a L

Hambleton is now a quiet village set around a

bulk of  the salt was extracted in the form of

seaport. But, until relatively recently, 

i

ships

bend of the River Wyre. A network of  narrow

brine, and by the end of 1891 there was a

sailed up the River Wyre to Skippool Creek. 

reliable pipeline pumping the salt under the

j

lanes radiate from the village and wind through

Today, the creek is home to the Blackpool and

the charming north Fylde countryside. 

River Wyre to Fleetwood. However, as much

Fleetwood Yacht Club and from here the k

The village stands on one of the narrowest

of  the salt was extracted from underneath the

ocean-going yachts compete in major races l

parts of  the river and relics have been found

expanding village, subsidence soon became a

around Britain. 

m

to indicate there was certainly a ford here in

problem. In 1923 this led to the opening up

The town had a rail link long before

Roman times. It is probable that the ford goes

of  a huge pit, known locally as “Bottomless”, 

Blackpool and it was here that the early

n

back even further, to the Iron Age around

to the west of  the village. 

holidaymakers alighted from their trains to o

500BC. On the site of  the ford stands the

ST MICHAEL’S ON WYRE

take a horse and trap the remaining fe

p

w miles. 

325-yard Shard Bridge,  built in 1864 and still 9 miles NE of  Blackpool on the A586

Fortunately for Poulton, in 1846, the railwayq

operating as a toll bridge. 

reached Blackpool and the town could once

The River Wyre at this point is still tidal and

again return to a more peaceful existence

r


GREAT ECCLESTON

. It is

for centuries the inhabitants of  St Michael’s

this quiet and charm, as well as sensitive

s

 8 miles NE of  Blackpool off  the A586

and other villages in the area have suffered the

approaches to planning, that have led it to t

This quiet traditional agricultural community

threat of  flooding. An old flood bank has

become, in recent years, a much sought after

on the banks of  the River Wyre was, during

been constructed from the village bridge and

residential area for businessmen no

u

w able to

the 17th and 18th centuries, known locally as

below, beyond the overgrown banks, are the

travel the M55 to Manchester and Liver

v

pool. 

Little London because it was the social centre fertile fields of  the flood plain. 

Incidentally, Poulton’s ‘le-Fylde’ tag was

for the surrounding area. This was probably

Mentioned in the Domesday Book as

added to distinguish the town from Poulton-

Marsh Mill, Thornton

directly linked to the generous number of

Michelscherche, it is likely that the first church
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in the village was founded in the 7th century. 

rich, fertile marshland, was for many years

church has been subjected to flooding by the

of aspects of the region, including the history

LANCASHIRE

As well as many memorials to the Butler

linked to the market town of  Garstang by a

River Wyre. In 1746, such was the damage

of the nearby Forest of  Bowland and the

family, the present church also contains a

little, winding, single-track railway known

caused by the rising waters that the rebuilding

natural history of  the surrounding countryside. 

splendid 14th-century mural that was only

affectionately as the ‘Pilling Pig’, because the

of  the church looked necessary. However, the

Just to the east of  the town, on the top of  a

discovered in 1956 when repair work was

train’s whistle sounded like a pig having its

builder brought in to survey the scene

grassy knoll, are the remains of  Greenhalgh

being undertaken in the sanctuary. 

throat cut. The last passengers were carried in

suggested that moving the river would be a

Castle,  built in 1490 by Thomas Stanley, the The Butler family, whose home – Rawcliffe

1930; the last goods train ran in 1950. 

cheaper option, and this method of  preserving first Earl of  Derby. Severely damaged during a Hall – lies a few miles down river, 

a

are known

Said to be the second largest village in

the church was undertaken. The original

siege by Cromwell’s troops in 1645-1646, the

to have been in this area for 800 years. 

b

Britain, Pilling boasts no fewer than five

course of  the river can be seen by taking the

castle was one of  the last strongholds in

Another of  the staunchly Catholic Lancashire

churches. One of them, Old St John’s, is

footpath from the churchyard in the direction

Lancashire to have held out and only

families, 

c

the Butlers finally lost their house and notable as a ‘time-warp’ church, virtually of  the new river course. 

surrendered when its Governor died. 

the influence that they had in the area. T d

he

unchanged since its completion in 1717. 


GARSTANG

Nearby Gubberford Bridge is reputedly

house is now part of  a private country  e

club. 

Flagged floors, pews and box-pews of

 12 miles NE of  Blackpool on the A6

haunted. It was during the Civil War siege that

unvarnished oak, and a three-decker pulpit have

KNOTT END-ON-SEA

f

A roundhead soldier named Peter Broughton

E  Discovery Centre  A  Greenhalgh Castle

all survived unscathed thanks to the building of

was standing on the bridge one winter evening

 10 miles NE of  Blackpool on the B5270  g a new church in the village in 1887. 

F  Gubberford Bridge  A  Toll House

when he was approached by a beautiful woman

This small coastal resort on the River Wyh

re

There has been a watermill at Pilling since

H  Turnpike Milestones

dressed all in white. To his amazement, he

estuary grew into a substantial fishing

1242. The present windmill dates back to 1808

recognised the wife who had left him for

This is an ancient, picturesque town whose

settlement in the 17th and 18th centuries. It

and was built on a raft of  brushwood. It is

another man some five years earlier. 

was also a pilot base for the upstream por K

market dates back to the time of  Edward II

ts of now a private residence. 

She was advancing towards him, smiling and

Wardleys and Skippool, and later deve

L

and is still held every Thursday in the central

loped

Another building of interest is the Olde

square with its handsome former Town Hall

with her arms outstretched, when a Royalist

into a ferry port. Today, its broad flat

i

sands

Ship Inn,  built in 1782 by George Dickson, a of  1755. A bell is rung at 10am to signify the

captain, Robert Rowton, burst onto the bridge. 

and bracing sea air, along with the decline in

j

slave trader. Now a listed building, the inn is

opening of  trading. Another long-standing

In the altercation that followed it emerged that

the fishing industry, have turned the town into

reputed to be haunted by a lady dressed in

she had bigamously married the captain. 

a small, quiet holiday resort that is also

k

institution is the Garstang Agricultural Show, 

Georgian attire wandering around with a

which was founded in 1809 and is held on the

Enraged, Rowton stabbed her in the breast

favoured by those who have retired. 

l

worried look on her pale face. 

first Saturday in August. 

and she died within minutes. The two soldiers

Looking out to sea, at low tide, a rocky m

from opposing sides then joined forces to


CHURCHTOWN

The town is also home to an excellent

outcrop can be seen, which, some historians

bury the body of  the woman they had both

have suggested, is the remains of

n

 12 miles NE of  Blackpool on the A586

Discovery Centre,  which deals with a variety the masonry

known as wife beside the bridge. It was only a

of  a Roman harbour. W

o

hether this is the port

A  Church of St Helen

death-bed confession by Peter Broughton

that in the 2nd century Ptolemy mark

p

ed on a

many years later that brought the deed to light. 

This delightful village has many buildings of

map as Portus Setantiorum is certainly in

By then Rowton was dead, but the unquiet

q

both architectural and historic interest and none

doubt, but it is undeniable that such a harbour

soul of  the White Lady has found no rest and

more so than the Church of  St Helen, which

existed, as it’s known the Romans were

r

on misty winter evenings she paces silently up

dates back to the days of  the Norman

planning an invasion of  Ireland from this s

and down the bridge. 

Conquest. Featuring architectural styles from

stretch of  coast. 

t

A little to the north of Garstang, on the

almost every period since the 11th century, this

B6430, are the remains of a stone-built Toll


PILLING

u


church is well worth exploring. The oldest parts

House,  which probably dates from the 1820s 11 miles NE of  Blackpool off  the A588

of the building are the circular pillars near the

v

when parts of  the turnpike from Garstang to

nave, which date from around 1200. The roof

A  Old St John’s   F  Olde Ship Inn

Lancaster were realigned. Although a ruin, the

is the original Tudor structure. 

River Wye, Garstang

toll house is more than usually interesting as the

This quiet scattered village, on the edge of

Known as the Cathedral of  the Fylde, the
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posts for the toll gates can still be seen on either and refreshments are available. 

the bet, stipulating only that one particular

has stabling for around 55 horses, open-

LANCASHIRE

side of the road. This stretch of  road also

black dog should be excluded. 

fronted barns where visitors can make friends


WOODPLUMPTON

features some of the finest Turnpike

The race duly took place but the squire

with the horses, an exercise area and a visitor

Milestones in the county. To the south of

 11 miles E of  Blackpool off  the B5269

cheated, letting slip the black dog, which

centre with a coffee shop and gift shop. 

Garstang they are round-faced stones with

A  St Anne’s Church  F  Margaret Hilton

managed to nip the hare’s back legs just before KIRKHAM

cursive lettering dating from the 1750s, but to

it vanished into thin air. From that day, Meg

This charming little village, centred around its

 7 miles SE of  Blackpool off  the A583

the north the stones are triangular, with Roman

suffered from a severe limp – and a nasty

church, still has its well-preserved village

lettering, and date from the time of the a

temper. Every kind of  rural mishap was

Mentioned in the Domesday Book, there was a

stocks behind which is a mounting block that

turnpike’s realignment in the early

b

19th century. 

attributed to her black arts. She was eventually

settlement here in Saxon times, known as Ciric-

is now designated as a historic monument. St

found dead in her cottage, crushed between a

ham, and before that the Romans had a fort, 


SINGLETON

c


Anne’s Church is also a building of  historic

water barrel and a well. Her body was buried

though it is now lost under a modern housing

 5 miles E of  Blackpool on the B5260

note and the keen-eyed will be quick to spot

d

in the churchyard by torchlight on 2 May 1705. estate. Kirkham was first granted a charter to the octagonal cupola shape of  the tower

G  Robert Gillow  A  St Anne’s Church

e

But her body kept rising to the surface, so a

hold a weekly market in 1287 and since then it

reminiscent of  the architecture of  Christopher

I  Singleton Maize Maze

has been serving the needs of  the surrounding

f

massive boulder was rolled over her grave. 

Wren. Completed in 1748, the tower was built

(Similar measures were taken at Samlesbury, to farming communities. Some fine Georgian inns Singleton’s most famous son is Robert

to house a new timepiece, a clock that replaced

g

the east of  Preston. In the churchyard there’s a and houses reflect the town’s importance in Gillow, who lived here in the first half  of  the the sundial that for many years adorned the

18th century. He left to become an appr h

witch’s grave through which iron spikes have

stagecoach days, and the steep main street

entice

old tower. Bearing the date 1637, this can now

been driven to prevent her from returning to

contains a number of old-fashioned family-run

joiner at Lancaster and later founded the

be found in the churchyard. 

plague her neighbours.)

shops. In the cobbled market square, used for

cabinet-making business that became W

K

aring

Many small towns and villages in Lancashire

markets and fairs since 1296, The Fishstones

& Gillow of  Lancaster. 

have their own tale of  witches to tell and

L

CLOUGHTON-ON-BROCK

are still to be seen – flat stone slabs set on stone

The village Gillow knew was completely

Woodplumpton is no exception. In St Anne’s

 12 miles E of  Blackpool off  the A6

demolished in 1853 after it wa

i

uprights to form a broken circle. These were

s bought for

churchyard a huge boulder marks the grave of

E  Cobble Hey Farm & Gardens

the counters from which fish was sold. 

£70,000 by Alderman Thomas Miller

j

, a cotton Margaret Hilton,  better known in her day as Meg the Witch. It’s said that one day the local

An award-winning visitor attraction with

manufacturer from Preston. He then re

k

built it


FRECKLETON

squire made a wager with her that she could

something for the whole family, Cobble Hey

as a model village complete with a church, 

 9 miles SE of  Blackpool on the A584

school, public house - The Millers Arms, 

l

not turn herself  into a hare and outrun his

Farm & Gardens enjoys spectacular views

F  American Liberator

naturally - and an orna

m

pack of  dogs. (This transformation into a hare

over the Forest of Bowland. It has a lapwing

te black and white shed

was apparently a standard feature of  any self-

conservation area, some excellent walks, a

This is the largest village in the Fylde with a

for the village fire engine, which still standsn respecting witch’s repertoire.) Meg accepted collection of  rare breed animals, a café serving population of  more than 7000. The name is although it is now an electricity sub-station.o

refreshments made from local produce, a

derived from the Anglo-Saxon Frecheltun, 

The parish church of this quiet little Fylde

village, St Anne’s Church,  was built as par p children’s play area and a large garden stocked

meaning an enclosed area, and this is how it

t of

Miller’s model village in 1860. 

q

with unusual plants, including a national

featured in the Domesday Book. Situated on

In the sanctuary

collection from Catforth Gardens. 

the northern bank of  the River Ribble, the

is a black oak chair that bears the inscription r

long straggling village was, until the river was

“John Milton, author of  Paradise Lost and


PEEL

Paradise Regained 1671” bu

s

canalised, surrounded by marshland. 

t no one seems to

 4 miles SE of  Blackpool off  the A583

know where the chair came from and w

t

During World War Two, the village suffered

hether

E  Penny Farm

an appalling tragedy. On a sweltering, 

the great author did indeed use it. 

u

Just outside the village, at Mount Farm, is

A short drive out of  Blackpool, at Peel just

thundery day in August 1944, an American

v

the Singleton Maize Maze,  constructed

off  the A583, is Penny Farm,  a recovery and Liberator plane took off  from nearby Warton

within a growing crop of  corn. There are large

rehabilitation centre run by the International

aerodrome, but because of the adverse

St Anne’s Church, Woodplumpton

indoor and outdoor play areas; picnic tables

League for the Protection of  Horses. The site

weather, the pilot decided to turn back. As it
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descended over Freckleton, the plane clipped

Coast Award by ENCAMS for being

The Promenade, running the full length of

cell of Durham cathedral in 1190. After the

LANCASHIRE

some trees and crashed into the village school. 

exceptionally clean and safe. 

the seafront from St Anne’s to Lytham, was

Reformation, the estate changed hands several

Thirty-six children and 36 adults perished. A

There are actually two towns here:   Lytham, 

constructed in 1875, and on the landward side

times until in 1606 it became the property of

disaster fund was set up but villagers bitterly

which is mentioned in the Domesday Book, 

there are several fine examples of  Victorian

Sir Cuthbert Clifton, the first squire of  Lytham. 

disagreed about how it should be spent. It

and St Anne’s, which was largely developed in

and Edwardian seaside villas. Beyond the

The fine Georgian hall standing today was the

wasn’t until 33 years later that the money was

the 1870s as a rather upmarket resort. Before

attractive Promenade Gardens, laid out by a

building that John Carr of  York built for

used to build the village’s Memorial Hall. 

the development of  the resort in the Victorian

local character, Henry Gregson, is St Anne’s

Thomas Clifton between 1757 and 1764. The

a

age, Lytham was an important port on the

Pier.  Opened in 1885, the elegant pier was extensive grounds, once part of the estate, are


CLIFTON AND SALWICK

Ribble estuary and was home to the first

 11 miles SE of  Blackpool off  the A383

b

built in a mock-Tudor style and up until 1897

now Lytham Hall Country Park, where

fishing company on this stretch of  the

fishing smacks and pleasure boats were able to

visitors can follow several nature trails to

Both Clifton and Salwick were for

c

med from

northwest coast. Shipbuilding also continued

tie up at the end of  the jetty. Lytham also had

discover the birds and wildlife living here, 

part of  the old Clifton estate. As w

d

ell as some

until the 1950s, when the last vessel

a pier, built in 1865, but during a gale in 1903

which includes three species of woodpecker, 

pleasant walks along the banks of

e

the canal, 

constructed in the shipyards was the

two sand barges dragged their anchors and

the Lesser Whitethroat and the Hawfinch. 

visitors can also enjoy the delights of  The

Windermere Car Ferry. During the 1940s, 

sliced the structure in two. Undeterred, and

f

There has been a Windmill at Lytham for

Windmill pub, which is, unlike most hostelries

parts of  the famous Mulberry harbour were

with the Pavilion still standing at the far end, 

more than 800 years, though the present

of  that name, housed in a Gr

g

ade II listed six-

built here in secret in preparation for the

the pier was rebuilt only to be almost entirely

structure dates from 1805. A well-known

storey converted windmill. 

h

invasion of  Normandy in 1944. 

destroyed by fire in 1928. 

landmark along the coast, the building has a

The arrival of  the railway linking Lytham

The town has had its fair share of  disasters

solid white tower with a cap that looks rather

LYTHAM ST ANNE’S

with Preston prompted a group of  Lancashire

associated with the sea. By far the worst of

like an upturned boat. In 1929, the wind set

 4 miles S of  Blackpool on the A584

K

businessmen to plan the construction of a

these occurred in 1886 and is still Britain’s

the four sails turning the wrong way, ruining

A  St Anne’s Pier  A  Lytham Hall

L

health resort between the old established port

greatest lifeboat disaster. The crew of  the

the machinery and firing the mill, which has

E  Lytham Hall Country Park   A  

i

Lytham Windmill

and the rapidly expanding town of  Blackpool

St Anne’s lifeboat, with the help of  the

never worked since. Now renovated, the

to the north. There was scarcely a cottage on

Southport lifeboat, set out to answer a distress

windmill is home to a permanent exhibition

B  Lifeboat Museum

j

their chosen site when the work began in 1875, 

signal put up by a German ship, the  Mexico. 

on the building’s history and on the process of

E  Lytham St Anne’s Nature Reserve

k

but the growth of the carefully planned town

The sea was so rough that 15 members of  the

breadmaking. Adjacent to the windmill, and

I  Royal Lytham & St Anne’s Golf Course

l

was spectacular. In just 30 years the population

lifeboat crew were lost. The tragedy led to the

the original home of the Lytham lifeboat, Old

Located on the northern bank of  the Ribble

increased from 1000 to 17,000 inhabitants. 

improvement of  lifeboat design. In the Alpine

Lifeboat House is home to the Lifeboat

m

Estuary, Lytham St Anne’s is based

Garden on the Promenade is a monument that Museum. Both buildings have limited on a much older community, 

n

pays tribute to the men who lost their lives. 

opening times. 

already well-established by the time

o

The statue features the stone

of  the Norman Conquest. It has a

p

figure of  a coxswain looking out

beautifully restored Victorian pier, a

to sea with a rope in one hand and

gracious Victorian Promenade, and

q

a lifebelt in the other. 

an attractive grassy expanse called

r

As well as being an elegant place

the Beach. Here stands a handsome

s

full of fine Victorian and

whitewashed windmill, one of  very

Edwardian architecture, Lytham St

t

few to have survived from the days

Anne’s also contains some

when the flat plain of  the Fylde

u

reminders to the more distant past. 

was dotted with hundreds of  them. 

v

Lytham Hall,  now privately

The spacious sandy beach was

owned by a large insurance

Lytham Windmill

recently awarded a national Quality

Lytham Hall

company, started life as a farming
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For those interested in discovering more

as “a howling wilderness.... the English

villages. Withnell Fold, five miles southwest of

of  unparalleled English prosperity. 

LANCASHIRE

about the abundant wildlife of the dune

Andes”. A century later the wild, poverty-

Blackburn, is an idyllic model village entirely

A walk along the towpath of the Leeds and

system here, a visit to Lytham St Anne’s

stricken area Defoe had travelled through was

built by the Parke family in the mid-1800s to

Liverpool Canal, through an area known as the

Nature Reserve is a must. Established in

throbbing with the sound of  churning mill

house the workforce employed at their paper

Weavers’ Triangle is like taking a step back in

1968, the reserve is an important scientific

wheels, its sky murky with the smoke of

mill. Rivington, near Chorley, is a captivating

time. This is an area of  spinning mills and

site as well as being just a small part of  what

thousands of  coal-fuelled factories. That sooty, 

small village set around a village green and

weaving sheds; foundries where steam engines

was once a very extensive sand dune system. 

industrial image lingers on despite the fact that

alongside a huge reservoir beneath whose

and looms were made; canal-side warehouses; 

As well as the rich plant life, 

a

the dunes are

this area of  Lancashire has re-invented itself

waters half of  the old village lies submerged. 

domestic buildings, including a unique row of

home to several rare species of  migra b

ting

in the past few decades. The waste from coal

workers’ cottages; and a Victorian school

birds including osprey, black redstart and

pits has been transformed into smoothly-

house. The Weavers’ Triangle Visitors Centre

Lapland buntings. 

c

Burnley

landscaped country parks and energetic local

is housed in the former wharfmaster’s house

No description of  Lytham St Anne’ d

s is

councils are striving to make the most of  the

A  Town Hall  A  Weaver’s Triangle

and canal toll office. The centre is open to the

complete without a mention of  the Ro e


yal

region’s natural attractions: swooping hills, 

A  Oak Mount Mill  A  Queen Street Mill

public on several afternoons a week during the

Lytham and St Anne’s Golf  Course

stark moorlands and contrasting wooded

f

. The

summer months and on most bank holidays. 

B  Towneley Hall Art Gallery and Museum

club originated after a meeting held in 1886

valleys. 

A short walk from the Visitors’ Centre is

by a group of  19 keen golfers who 

g

B  Museum of Local Crafts and Industries

sought to

But the area still takes pride in its industrial

Oak Mount Mill engine house. The splendid

furnish themselves with suitable f

h

acilities. 

past, now recognised by its designation as an

B  Burnley Heritage Centre  E  The Stables Museum

old steam engine, originally installed in 1887, 

The course opened in 1898 and is still

official Heritage Area. Bacup, for example, as

F  Rosehill Hotel  I  Moorhouses

has recently been restored and is now operated

considered by many to be one of  the finest

well as being the highest town in Lancashire at

by electric motor. Opening times are variable. 

golf  links in the country, and is a re

K

E  Forest of Burnley  H  Singing-Ringing Tree

gular host 827 feet above sea level, is also acknowledged Even more impressive is the Queen Street

of the British Open. 

L

This cotton town is rich in history as well as

by English Heritage as the best-preserved

Mill in Briercliffe, which is the only surviving being the largest town in this area of East

i

cotton town in Britain. And the Queen Street

steam-powered cotton mill in Britain. A visit

Lancashire. Incorporating some 50 square

Mill at Haile Syke near Burnley is the only

j

here provides a unique insight into Victorian

The Forests of Pendle

miles, the town offers visitors a wealth of

surviving steam-powered cotton mill in the

factory life as the 300 deafening looms are

and Rossendale

k

contrasts, from some of the best-preserved

country. Here, more than 300 deafening

powered by the magnificent steam engine, 

l

industrial landscapes in Britain to the

Lancashire looms clatter away in the imposing

Peace. The mill was recently designated by the

magnificent, untouched moorlands just to the

The Pennine Hills, the ‘backbone of England’, 

weaving shed where hundreds of  metres of

are such a well-known geographical featur m

government as a museum with an outstanding

east. First established at the

e that

cotton cloth are produced weekly. In Burnley

it comes as something of a surprise to f

n

beginning of  the 9th century, the

ind that

itself, the Weaver’s Triangle is one of  the finest

the name was created as recently as 1750 by o

town nestles in a basin between the

a

examples of  a Victorian industrial townscape

River Calder and the River Brun, 

fraudulent professor. Charles Bertram claimed

p

still in existence. 

from which it takes its name. 

to have discovered a medieval chronicle

Southeast Lancashire also possesses some

describing Britain as it was in Roman times q

. In

With the Industrial Revolution

grand buildings from an earlier era. 

this non-existent tome, he said, the Ro

r

mans had

and the building of the Leeds and

Gawthorpe Hall at Padiham is a Jacobean

named this range of hills Alps P

s

enina because

Liverpool Canal, Burnley grew in

gem; Towneley Hall, dating back to the 1400s, 

they resembled the Apennine Hills of central

stature until, by the end of  the

houses Burnley’s excellent Museum and Art

Italy. The professor’s fake chronicle was soont

19th century, it was the world’s

Gallery; and Turton Tower, north of  Bolton, 

discredited but his spurious name, the P

u

ennines, 

leading producer of cotton cloth. 

is a lovely old building that began life as a

has been universally adopted. 

v

Burnley’s fine Victorian Town

medieval pele. 

Hall of 1888, is one of many

In the 1720s, Daniel Defoe jogged on

Despite its industrial history, the southern

monumental public buildings in

horse-back through the area and wrote it off

border of Lancashire boasts some attractive

the area erected during that period

Town Hall, Burnley
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Lancashire loom, and a replica 1930s kitchen

sample their real ales such as Pendle Witch or

LANCASHIRE

Towneley Hall Art Gallery & Museum

and living room; and The Stables Museum

Black Cat. 

 Burnley, Lancashire BB11 3RQ

at Shores Hey Farm in Briercliffe, run by the

Shedding its perceived image as a grimy

 Tel: 01282 424213

Horses and Ponies Protection Association

industrial wasteland, Burnley has asserted its

 website: www.towneleyhall.org.uk

which takes care of  neglected horses, ponies

green credentials by establishing the Forest of

Towneley Hall offers the perfect day out for

and donkeys at the farm. A must for horse

Burnley. Since 1997, this project has seen the

all the family - a country house, a museum

lovers, the exhibitions include information

planting of more than one million trees, 

a

and an art gallery all in one. Towneley Hall

about the work of  the Association, as well as

including a 3000-tree urban arboretum

was the home of the Towneley family from

b

a display of  the life of  the canal horse. Some

throughout the town. 

the 14th century until 1902. Charles (1737-

of  the Association’s animals are available

c

1805) was one of the 18th-century’s best-

High above the town, at Crown Point, 

known collectors of antique sculpture and

for adoption. 

stands Burnley’s equivalent to Gateshead’s

d

gems. His portrait can be seen in the gallery. 

Lovers of  ghost stories will want to visit

Angel of  the North. The Singing-Ringing

e

Today, visitors can still catch a glimpse of

the Rosehill Hotel, which has a resident

Tree is an inspired sculpture in the form of  a

how the family lived. Original period rooms

f

ghost. She’s called Rose and she was an

tree bending in the wind. As the wind blows, 

include the Elizabthan long gallery and the Regency rooms. See how they compare with life employee at the hotel. In 1860, Rose had an

the sculpture produces a low, musical hum

g

below stairs in the Victorian kitchen and the servants’ dining room. 

affair with a relative of  the hotel proprietor

through pipes that are tuned so that they do

The museum’s collections surround you - glass, ceramics and 17th-century Lancashire h

and became pregnant. This was an era when

oak furniture. Pictures by many favourite Victorian artists can be seen in the art galleries, not disturb the wildlife. 

including works by Sir Edward Coley Burne-Jones, John William Waterhouse and Sir Edwin Victorian sexual morality was at its most rigid

Landseer. The Whalley Abbey vestments are another highlight. Embroidered in silk and silver (and hypocritical). If  Rose’s illicit pregnancy

K

thread on cloth of gold, they were brought to Towneley in the 16th century and are now North of Burnley

became known, the hotel’s reputation would

L

extremely rare. A programme of temporary exhibitions ensures something new to see on suffer disastrously. Rose disappeared, 

every visit. Open daily except Fridays - check for opening times. 


NELSON

i


completely. The hotel owner said she had

been dismissed and left the town, but those

 4 miles N of  Burnley on the A56

collection – one of  only 53 in the countr j

y to

century. Visitors can view the art collections, 

who knew of her condition suspected

B  British in India Museum  H  The ACE Centre

receive the award. It has also fea

k

tured in BBC

the Whalley Abbey Vestments, and also take in

murder. Beneath the hotel there were cellars

A modern textile town, Nelson has now

TV’s productions of   Life on Mars  and

a tour of  the house. The kitchens, with their

l

that were later filled with tons of  rubble and

merged with its neighbours Colne and

Elizabeth Gaskell’s  North and South. 

open fires, the servants’ hall, a priest’s hole and

it’s believed that poor Rose was buried there, 

The history of Burnley can also be e

m

Burnley and shares the same valley running

xplored the fascinating family rooms are all on display. 

emerging from time to time when her

by boat along the Leeds and Live

n

along the length of  Colne Water. It was

rpool Canal. 

The grounds too are open to visitors and

successors as chambermaids were cleaning

originally two settlements, Great Marsden

This famous waterway leaves the Weaver’s o contain a traditional Victorian flower garden, the rooms. She has been heard talking to

and Little Marsden. However, when the

Triangle via a huge embankment that carries

woodland nature trails, and a fascinating series

the canal across the town. Known as the

p

herself  about the daily chores to be done but

railway was being built, the company did not

of  sculptures hewn from the trees. Subjects

otherwise has never troubled either the maids

q

want to name the new station Marsden as

‘straight mile’, it is in fact less than that but no

include a giant magpie, a crocodile emerging

or the guests. 

there was already a Marsden on the line. 

less exciting and, at 60 feet above the gr

r

ound, 

from the water, and a huge cricket. The

Burnley town centre has more than 30

Since the station was built close to the

is one of  the most impressive features of the

grounds also include a natural history centre, a

s

pubs and bars and even its own award-

Nelson Inn, they named it Nelson Inn, 

canal’s length. 

Museum of Local Crafts and Industries

winning brewery, Moorhouses,  which offers Situated on the Todmorden Road on the t

Marsden. Over the years, only the ‘Nelson’

and facilities for golf, tennis, bowls, and other

evening tours for groups. Visitors can follow

has been retained. 

outskirts of  Burnley, is the Towneley Hallu

outdoor pursuits. 

the brewing process from selecting the finest

Nelson is also the rather unlikely home of

Art Gallery and Museum (see panel abov ve). 

Two other interesting places to visit while

ingredients to tasting the finished product. 

the British in India Museum,  where exhibits It was the home of  the Towneley family from

in Burnley are the Burnley Heritage Centre

The tour is followed by a pie & peas supper

covering many aspects of  British rule over the

the 14th century right up until 1902, and parts

where memorabilia on display from the

in the brewery’s own pub where you can

subcontinent from the 17th century until 1947

of the present building date from the 15th

town’s past include old photographs, a
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can be seen. The collection includes coins, 

process through the village carrying rushes

murders. They were tried, found guilty and

betraying her co-religionists, she kept silent

LANCASHIRE

medals, uniforms, swords, kukris, model

and singing hymns accompanied by a brass

hanged at Lancaster Castle on 20 August 1612. about her real motives for being on Pendle soldiers and a working model of  the railway

band. A Rushbearing Queen is crowned and, 

All except one: Old Mother Demdike, 80

Hill on the crucial night. 

from Kalka to Simla. 

after a short service in the church, everyone

years old and half-blind, escaped the gallows

Something of  this old, dark tragedy still

The recently opened Arts, Culture and

repairs to the school for a grand tea. 

by dying in gaol. During their trial, the

hangs over Pendle and many memories and

Enterprise Centre (The ACE Centre)

‘Pendle Witches’ seem to have taken pride in

places that hark back to those grim days


PENDLE HILL

provides a multi-purpose venue that


implicating each other. In effect, they hanged

remain. Those interested in finding out more

 5 miles N of  Burnley off  the A6068

incorporates a cinema, theatre and bistro.a

themselves by their fanciful tales of  spells, 

about the trials should visit the Pendle

F  Pendle Witches  B  Pendle Heritage Centre


NEWCHURCH

b


potions and the coven’s naked caperings, 

Heritage Centre in Barrowford, about three

C  Apronfull Hill

fuelling the popular imagination that there

miles southeast of  the Hill. The centre is

 4 miles N of  Burnley off  the A6068

c

really were witches who could affect the lives

housed in a sturdy 17th-century farmhouse

Dominating the landscape here is the great

I  Annual Rushbearing

d

of  other people. The infamous witches were, 

built by the Bannister family, one of  whose

whale-backed mass of  Pendle Hill, rising to

This charming Pendle village was named e

in the main, old women who dabbled with

descendants was Roger Bannister, the first

1920 feet above sea-level. The hill became

plants and herbs, knowing which could heal

following the consecration of  a new

f

man to run a mile in less than four minutes. 

church in

notorious in the early 1600s as the location

and which, when ingested, would spell certain The centre also houses an art gallery, a cruck 1544 by John Bird, Bishop of  Chester. g

Earlier, 

where the Pendle Witches supposedly

death. 

frame barn with animals, an 18th-century

during the Middle Ages, Newchurch was a

practised their black arts. It also has a more

cow and deer rearing centre, 

h

The Victorian novelist WH Ainsworth was

walled garden and a pleasant woodland walk. 

as well as part of

uplifting association, though, since it was from

inspired to write a colourful melodrama based

There’s also a shop and tearoom/restaurant. 

the old hunting forest of Pendle, but by the

the summit of  Pendle Hill in 1625 that

on the trial, The Lancashire Witches –  A

To the west of the hill’s summit rises

reign of  Elizabeth I the area w

K

as becoming

George Fox saw a vision that inspired him to

 Romance of  Pendle Forest, and, although it’s

Apronfull Hill,  a Bronze Age burial site that deforested and farming was beginning to take

found the Society of  Friends, or Quakers. 

over as the primary source of  income. 

L

doubtful that ‘witchcraft’ was any more

is said to be the place from which the Devil

Pendle Hill lies at the heart of  Lancashire’s

An old tradition continues here – the i

prevalent around Pendle Hill than anywhere

threw stones at Clitheroe Castle, creating what

‘Witch Country’, so-called because of  the

else in the country at that time, the legend has

is known as the Devil’s Window. 

Annual Rushbearing when dry rushes arj

e

events of  1612. On 18 March 1612, a Halifax

proved very durable. Every year now, on the

scattered on the church floor and in the pews. 

k

pedlar named John Law refused to give some

evening of  31 October, Halloween, Pendle


COLNE

Originally this was to keep parishioners warm, 

pins to a beggar, Alison Device. She spat out

 6 miles NE of  Burnley on the A56

and although the advent of  central heating l

Hill is flecked with the dark figures of

the usual beggar’s curse on him and he died

masked, black-cloaked figures making their

A  

makes it no longer necessary, the village m

St Bartholomew’s Church  B  Town Museum

rs still

almost immediately of  a heart attack. The

way to its summit. 

n

effect of a curse or just a

Before the Industrial Revolution turned this

The story of  the Pendle Witches is known

coincidence? The early 1600s

area into a valley devoted to the production

o

to everyone with an interest in the occult, but

were the years of  the great

of  cotton cloth, Colne was a small market

p

there has always been something of  a

witch-hunts so the authorities

town that specialised in wool. There are few

mystery about why one of  them, Alice

q

had little difficulty in

reminders of  the days before

Nutter, was involved. Unlike the others who

attributing John Law’s sudden

industrialisation, but St Batholomew’s

r

were either very poor, or even beggars, Alice

death to Alison Device’s

Church, founded in 1122, is still here and

s

was a lady of  substance. She lived at

supernatural powers. 

contains some interesting interior decorations

Roughlee Old Hall, a captivating Elizabethan

t

and furnishings. In the centre of  the town, 

Alison was arrested. Under

manor house of  1576, which still stands (but

next to the War Memorial, is another

u

torture, she incriminated eight

is not open to the public). A recent theory is

memorial. The statue is of  Lawrence Hartley, 

other ‘witches’. All of  them

v

that she was a Roman Catholic and on her

the bandmaster on the ill-fated Titanic who, 

were then charged with

way to a clandestine service when she was

heroically, stayed at his post with his

communing with the Devil and

caught up with the witches. To avoid

Pendle Hill

musicians and played  Nearer my God to Thee  as

committing a total of 16
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the liner sank beneath the waves of  the icy

Brontë’s  Jane Eyre: Wycoller was one of  the

BACUP


RAWTENSTALL

LANCASHIRE


Atlantic in 1912. 

villages to which the sisters walked from their

 7 miles S of  Burnley on the A671

 7 miles S of  Burnley on the A682

Collectors of  curiosities will enjoy the

house at Haworth. Atop a hill within the Park

I  Coconut Dancers

A  Weaver’s Cottage  B  Rossendale Museum

unique form of  punishment devised for

is The Atom, part of  a visionary scheme to

At 827 feet the highest town in Lancashire, 

I  East Lancashire Railway  H  Irwell Sculpture Trail

minor malefactors in Colne and preserved in

create a unique series of  21st-century

Bacup was built in the 19th century for the sole

landmarks across East Lancashire as symbols

The town first developed as a centre of  the

the Town Museum. Stocks and pillories

purpose of cotton manufacture. It remains one

of  the renaissance of  the area. The unique, 

woollen cloth trade with the work being

enjoyed a long history as a way of

humiliating offenders and providing

a

of the best examples of  a textile town in

egg-shaped and bronze-coated Atom

undertaken by hand-workers in their own

England even though the town suffered more

amusement for bystanders. But man

b

provides both a striking contemporary

homes before steam-powered mills were

y of

than most when the mills began to close. A

viewing point and a shelter from which to

introduced in the early 19th century. The

Colne’s busy citizens could not spare the time

to leave their work and make their wa

c

stroll through the town centre will reveal

enjoy the stunning surrounding landscape. 

introduction of  the cotton industry to the

y to

wherever the stocks were fixed. So a mod

carefully restored shops and houses, with the

town happened at around the same time. 

vable

Located in the centre of  the village, 

grander homes of  the mill owners and the

cart was constructed, capable of  sea

e

Lower Mill, now a ruin, was opened in 1840

ting three Wycoller Craft Centre has paintings and elegant civic buildings acting as a reminder of

by the Whitehead brothers who were some of

offenders side by side, and the To

f

wn Beadle

crafts by local artists, cards, gifts and

the town’s more prosperous times. Also, look

the area’s first manufacturing pioneers.  The

would wheel it around the town so that

collectable tin plate toys. It also has a tearoom

everyone could join in the fun. 

g

out for what is claimed to be the shortest street

Weaver’s Cottage,  purpose-built for a home with a flower-filled courtyard. 

in the world – Elgin Street off the Market

h

weaver, is one of  the last buildings remaining

WYCOLLER


EARBY

Place, which is just 17 feet long. 

of  its kind and is open to visitors at weekends

 9 miles NE of  Burnley off  the B6250

 10 miles NE of  Burnley on the A56

An excellent time to visit Bacup is during

during the summer. 

E  Wycoller Country Park  C  Clam Bridge

K

the Easter weekend when the town’s famous

B  Yorkshire Dales Mining Museum

Housed in a former Victorian mill owner’s

A  Wycoller Hall  H  The Atom

L

troop of  Morris dancers take to the streets. 

house called Oakhill is the Rossendale

The town lies almost on the county border

Known as the Coconut Dancers, their

H  Wycoller Craft Centre

i

Museum. Naturally, the area’s industrial

with Yorkshire and here can be found the

costume is unique and involves wearing halved heritage is given a prominent position, but This hamlet lies amidst the moorlands tha j

t rise Yorkshire Dales Mining Museum,  housed coconut husks strapped to their knees and

collections of  the region’s natural history, fine

to the east of  the textile towns of

in the Grade II-listed former Grammar School

k

the Colne

blackening their faces. The dancers maintain

art and furniture, and ceramics are on display, 

valley and up to the bleak summits of  the

building. Re-opened in 2006 after total

that the correct name is Moorish, not Morris, 

l

too. 

Pennines. Now almost deserted, this was once

refurbishment, the museum boasts what is

dancers, and that the tradition goes back to the

At one end of the town stands a new railway

a thriving place as an impor

m

tant centre for the

probably the largest collection of  lead mining

times of  the Crusades. 

station that marks the end of

wool trade and as a handloom weavers’

artefacts in the UK, including examples of  the

n

a very old railway line – the

minerals extracted, a lead crushing mill and

o

settlement, but it lost most of its inhabitants

East Lancashire Railway. 

to the new factories in the west. 

other working models. Also on site are a

tearoom and gift shop. 

Fortunately, the place has been regenera p

Opened in 1846 and run

ted

commercially until 1980, when

by the creation of  Wycoller Country Pa q

rk, 


GOODSHAW

the last coal train drew into

surrounding the village, and many of  the

r

 5 miles S of  Burnley on the A682

Rawtenstall, the line is now in

buildings have been restored. There is also as A  

the hands of the East

Goodshaw Chapel

delightful old hump-backed packhorse bridge

Lancashire Railway

crossing a stream and, above the village, a t

Just to the north of  Crawshawbooth in the

Preservation Society. Running

single slab gritstone bridge, Clam Bridge,   u that small village of Goodshaw, set high above the

a passenger service (at

is thought to date from the Iron Age. 

main road, stands Goodshaw Chapel, a

v

weekends with additional

Now a ruin, Wycoller Hall was the

recently restored Baptist house of  worship

summer services), the steam

inspiration for Ferndean Manor in Charlotte

that dates from 1760. 

Weaver’s Cottage, Rawtenstall

trains offer an enthralling
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17-mile round trip beside the River Irwell

Quays through Bury into Rossendale and on

industry and meet the great Lancashire

charming Jacobean-style house built in 1909

LANCASHIRE

between Rawtenstall and Bury, via

up to the Pennine Moors. 

inventors - Arkwright, Kay, Hargreaves and

and set in beautiful parkland. The gallery

Ramsbottom. The railway also operates regular

Crompton. 

owns the largest collection of  Tiffany glass in


HELMSHORE

Red Rose Diner trains with Pullman-style

Europe – there are 130 pieces in all. The

 8 miles S of  Burnley on the B6214


HASLINGDEN

dining cars offering travellers a gourmet meal

collection was presented to the town by

 7 miles S of  Burnley on the A56

and an evening of pure nostalgia. 

B  Helmshore Mills Textile Museum

Joseph Briggs,  an Accrington man who

F  Haslingden Miser

Rawtenstall itself is noted for having the

emigrated to New York and worked with

This small town still retains much evidence of

a

only remaining temperance bar in Britain –

the early Lancashire cotton industry. Housed

The market in this town, which serves much

Louis Tiffany for nearly 40 years. Briggs

Fitzpatrick’s Herbal Health on Bank Str b

eet, 

in an 18th-century water-powered fulling mill

of  the Rossendale Valley, dates back to 1676, 

joined the studio in 1890 and rose through

which serves traditional non-alcoholic drinks

the company ranks to become the manager

and a Victorian cotton spinning mill, is the

such as sarsaparilla or dandelion and burdc

when the charter was granted by Charles II. 

ock. 

Helmshore Mills Textile Museum (see

Tuesdays and Fridays, market days, still bring

of  the Mosaic department before finally

At Rawtenstall, you can join the Irw d


ell

panel below), which re-opened after major

the town alive as people flock to the numerous becoming Tiffany’s personal assistant. 

Sculpture Trail,  the largest public art e refurbishment in 2008. The older building

stalls. In Victorian times a familiar figure at the

After World War One, the fashion for

scheme in the United Kingdom. New f dates from 1789 and was one of the first market was Miles Lonsdale, better known as

Tiffany glassware waned, and during the

sculptures are appearing all the time and

fulling mills to be built in the Rossendale area. 

the Haslingden Miser.  To avoid spending

economic depression of  the 1920s Briggs

more than 50 regional, national and

g

The two working mills are packed with

money on food he would gather up discarded

was given the sad job of  selling off  the

international artists ar

h

e being commissioned

national textile treasures and in the Revolution

fish-heads from the fishmonger’s and fry them remainder of  the Tiffany stock. Returning to to produce sculptures with an environmental

gallery visitors can have fun with fibres and

up for an unpalatable, if  inexpensive, meal. 

his native Accrington in 1933 with his

theme. The Trail follows a well-established

fabrics, follow the life of  a weaver’s family, 

After his death in 1889 it was discovered that

collection of  glass, Briggs gave half  to the

33-mile footpath stretching from Salford K

trace the history of Lancashire’s textile

Miles owned stocks and shares worth more

town and distributed the remainder amongst

L

than £16,000 - about £1.2m in today’s money. 

his family. 

i

To the west of the town centre, the

HELMSHORE MILLS TEXTILE MUSEUM


ACCRINGTON

Accrington Railway Viaduct is another

 Holcombe Road, Helmshore, 

j

  Rossendale, BB4 4NP

 5 miles SW of  Burnley on the A680

magnificent monument to Victorian builders. 

 Tel: 01706 226459

k

A  Market Hall  I  Lancashire Food Festival

Erected for the former East Lancashire

 e-mail:  helmshoremuseum@lancashire.gov.uk

 website:  www.lancashire.gov.uk/museums

l

I  Clog Dancing Festival  H  Haworth Art Gallery

Railway it sweeps across the River Hyndburn

m

in a graceful curve of  19 arches 60 feet high. 

Tucked away in the stunning Rossendale Valley in Lancashire, F  Joseph Briggs  A  Accrington Railway Viaduct

Also worth a visit are the imposing Town Hall

n

you’ll uncover a national gem. A place where Victorian

This attractive Victorian market town, as is

entrepreneurs tirelessly carved the way for Britain with their with its Corinthian portico, and the elegant

o

‘dragons den’ style ideas. Discover how wool and cotton typical in this area, expanded as a result of the

glass-roofed Arcade of 1880. 

become yarn and unravel the stories of these inspirational boom in the textile industry of  the 18th and

p

inventors and their magnificent machines, understanding how 19th centuries. Of  all Lancashire’s indoor


PADIHAM

q


their ideas revolutionised the world we live in today. This family friendly, hands-on interactive museum truly brings to markets, Accrington enjoys the grandest

 3 miles W of  Burnley on the A646

r

life the role of the Lancashire textile industry in the Industrial surroundings, housed in a magnificent Market

A  Gawthorpe Hall  J  Brontë Way

Revolution. 

s

Hall built in 1868. Accrington is also the place While visiting the museum, take the time to delight in our This charming small town of  narrow winding

to visit for a real flavour of  the old Lancashire:

t

award winning Coffee Mill cafe and sample some of the finest homemade fare in Lancashire. You’ll lanes and cobbled alleyways still retains

always be greeted by a warm smile and a friendly face. 

in April it hosts the Lancashire Food

characteristics typical of  the early days of  the

u

Open April – end October. Admission charge. Accompanied Kids Go Free! 

Festival, followed in May by the annual Clog

Industrial Revolution. However, there was a

v

Dancing Festival. 

settlement here long before the Norman

Haworth Art Gallery is one of  the most

Conquest, and Padiham was also the market

appealing galleries in the country – a

town for the western slopes of  Pendle. A
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market is still held here every Wednesday

Harwood’s most famous son was very much

the fortified village or dwelling place amid the

added Gothic details that harmonise with the

LANCASHIRE

and Friday. 

linked with cotton. In 1850, John Mercer,  an rushes. During the Middle Ages, the village

nearby 14th-century gatehouse to the abbey. 

One of  Lancashire’s most impressive

industrial chemist, developed the technique

grew in importance as an early textile centre

Whalley Abbey was the last abbey to be

stately homes is Gawthorpe Hall (National

of  processing cotton to give it a sheen and

with the operation of its fulling mill. By the

built in Lancashire. It was started in the early

Trust), which stands on the bank of  the River the technique, mercerisation, is still used 17th century, Rishton had gained a name for

1300s, but for the Cistercian monks whose

Calder, surrounded by gardens and

today. The free-standing clock tower in the

the manufacture of  linen cloth and in 1766 it

work it was, Whalley was not their first choice. 

woodland. The Shuttleworth family has lived

Town Square was erected in 1903 to

became the first village to weave calico. As the

In 1172 they had established a religious house

at Gawthorpe from the early 1400s, b a

ut the

commemorate Mercer’s contribution to the

Industrial Revolution advanced, the industry

at Stanlow, on the banks of the River Mersey. 

present house is a gracious 17th-centuryb life of his home town. 

moved from the weavers’ homes into newly-

That site now lies beneath a huge oil refinery. 

mansion, restored and extended in the 1850s

built mills. 


OSWALDTWISTLE

by Sir Charles Barry. This was the era of c

Seeking somewhere less harsh and with more

fertile land, the monks moved to Whalley in

 7 miles W of  Burnley on the A679

High Victorian extravagance and no e d


WHALLEY

xpense


 6 miles NW of  Burnley on the B6246

1296, but their attempts to build were

was spared on the opulent decora

e

tions and

A  Oswaldtwistle Mills

obstructed by Sawley Abbey whose monks felt

A  Whalley Viaduct  A  Whalley Abbey

furnishings. The Hall has many pictur f

es on

This typical Lancashire textile town has

threatened by the competition for the donations

loan from the National Portrait Gallery, 

A  Parish Church

produced many miles of cotton cloth over

of land and goods expected from the local

which add extra lustre to the alread

g

y notable

the years. You can still hear the deafening

One of  Lancashire’s most attractive villages, 

population. Building finally began in 1310, and

collection. Open to the public between h

clatter of  looms at Oswaldtwistle Mills in

Whalley grew up around a crossing of  the

by 1400 the imposing and impressive abbey had

Easter and October, the house has beautiful

Collier Street, one of  the last working cotton

River Calder. There are old cottages and

taken shape. The demise of the abbey came, as

period furnishings, ornately decorated

mills in the country. Cotton has been woven

it did to all religious houses, under Henry VIII, 

ceilings and the original wood-panelled w K

Tudor houses, Georgian houses in the main

alls, 

here for more than 200 years under the

street and three out of the four inns at the

but Whalley’s abbot, joining forces with the

and is also home to the nationally impor L

tant

watchful eyes of  just two owners – the

crossroads date from the 1700s. Soaring above

abbot of  Sawley, took part in the Pilgrimage of

Kay-Shuttleworth collection of  fine

i

Walmsleys and the Tattersall/Hargreaves

the village is the Whalley Viaduct, an

Grace in an attempt to save their houses. This

needlework and lace. 

family. The town can justifiably be considered

failed and both abbots were executed. Now

j

impressive 48-arched structure built in 1850 to

The novelist Charlotte Brontë was a close

the heart of  the industry since it was while

carry the Blackburn to Clitheroe railway line

owned and cared for by the Diocese of

friend of  the Kay-Shuttleworth famil

k

y and the

staying here, at what is now Stanhill Post

across the broad valley of  the Calder. Rather

Blackburn, Whalley Abbey is one of the best-

Hall is now the starting point of  the Brontël

Office, that James Hargreaves invented his

touchingly, where the viaduct crosses the lane

preserved such places in the country and its

Way, a linear walk via Wycoller and Hawo m

rth

famous Spinning Jenny in 1764. Although he

leading to Whalley Abbey, the arches have

future is secure as it also acts as a conference

to Oakworth, near Bradford. 

was forced to leave the area after sometimes

centre. 

n

violent opposition to his machine from local

Whalley’s Parish Church


GREAT HARWOOD

o


hand-spinners, the town’s prosperity is largely

is almost a century older

 6 miles W of  Burnley on the B6535

p

due to textiles and, in particular, calico

than the abbey, its oldest

G  John Mercer

printing. However, Oswaldtwistle is a much

parts dating back to 1206. 

q

older settlement than its rows of  Victorian

Built on the site of  an even

Before the Industrial Revolution, this was a

quiet village of  farms and cottag

r

terraced houses would suggest, as the name

older place of  worship, the

es nestling

between two streams. At the beginning of s

means the boundary of  the kingdom of

churchyard is home to three

the 19th century, the village was famous fo t Oswald who was a 7th-century king of ancient crosses, and the

r

Northumbria. 

church itself  contains a set

its fine woollen cloth, but by the 1850s, theu

of  some of  the finest choir

introduction of  the factory system and the


RISHTON

cotton mills took over. Today onl

v

stalls anywhere. They were

y one mill

 7 miles W of  Burnley on the A678

brought here from the abbey

remains, but at the industry’s height the town

Originally a Saxon settlement, the name means

after the Dissolution and, 

supported 22 mills. Not surprisingly, Great

Whalley Viaduct
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though they are not elaborate, there are some

woollen and then cotton cloth took over. 

Corporation Park is one of  the county’s most

To the west of  Darwen lies Sunnyhurst

LANCASHIRE

intriguing carvings on the lower portions. 

Much of  the town seen today was built on

attractive urban parks. 

Wood in the valley of  a gentle brook that

Even more intriguing though are the puzzling

the prosperity brought by the cotton trade, a

originates on Darwen Moor to the south. 

tombstones in the churchyard, each one

fact symbolized on the dome of  St John’s

Around Blackburn

Acquired by public subscription in 1902 to

inscribed with impossible dates such as April

Church (1789) where there’s a weathervane

commemorate the coronation of Edward VII, 

31st 1752 and February 30th 1839. 

in the shape of  a weaving shuttle. At the

this area of  woodland, covering some 85 acres, 


DARWEN

height of  the textile industry’s prosperity, 

is rich in both bird and plant life. The visitor


PENDLETON

a


 3 miles S of  Blackburn on the A666

Blackburn was the biggest weaving town in

centre, housed in an old keeper’s cottage, has

 6 miles NW of  Burnley off  the A59

b

the world. At that time there were 120 mills

A  Darwen Tower  A  India Mill

an ever-changing exhibition, and there is also

D  Nick of Pendle

in operation, their multiple chimneys

E  Sunnyhurst Wood

the Olde England Kiosk, built in 1912, which

c

belching out soot and smoke. Examples of

serves all manner of  refreshments. 

Recorded in the Domesday Book when the

village was part of  the vast parish of

d

Visitors to the town may be forgiven for

Whalley, 

the early machines, including James

thinking they have been here before as


TOCKHOLES

this small settlement of  cottages and wo e

rking

Hargreaves’ Spinning Jenny and his carding

Darwen will be familiar to all viewers of  the

 3 miles SW of  Blackburn off  the A666

farms has retained much of

machine, invented in 1760, can be seen at the

f

its traditional air –

BBC series  Hetty Wainthropp Investigates, which Lewis Textile Museum,  which is dedicated A  United Reformed Chapel  A  Parish Church

only seven new houses have been built here in

the past 100 years. A beck r

g

stars Patricia Routledge. Dominating the town

uns through the

to the industry. 

from the west and situated high on Darwen

E  Roddlesworth Nature Trail  A  Hollinshead Hall

middle of  the village

h

, which was designated a

The town’s Museum and Art Gallery has

Moor, is Darwen Tower,  built to

A  Wishing Well

Conservation Area in 1968. The discovery of

amongst its treasures several paintings by

commemorate the Diamond Jubilee of  Queen

This interesting textile village was once an

a Bronze Age burial urn in the village in 1969

Turner, the Hart collection of  medieval

K

Victoria in 1897. The view from the top of

isolated centre of  non-conformism. Standing

would indicate that there were settlers here as

manuscripts, and the finest collection of

the tower, which is always open, is enhanced

long ago as 1600BC. 

L

next to a row of  cottages is the United

Eastern European icons in Britain. 

by the height of  the hill on which it stands

Reformed Chapel, founded in 1662, though it

From the village there is a steep r

i

oad to

Blackburn’s importance as a centre for the

(1225 feet), and with the help of the plaques

has been rebuilt twice, in 1710 and in 1880. The

the southeast that climbs up to the Nick

surrounding community was recognised in

j

at the top much of  the Lancashire landscape, 

Parish Church also has some unusual features. 

of  Pendle from where there are

1926 when the Diocese of  Blackburn was

and beyond, can be identified. 

magnificent views. 

k

As well as the unique lance-shaped windows, 

created and the Gothic-style St Mary’s

A striking landmark, very visible from the

there is an outdoor pulpit dating from the days

l

Church,  built in 1826, became the Cathedral tower, and standing in the heart of  Darwen is

when the whole congregation could not fit

Blackburn

m

of  the See of  Blackburn. The church was

the chimney of  the India Mill. Constructed

inside the building. Close to the pulpit is the

expanded to the east but the advent of  World

n

out of  handmade bricks, it was built to

grave of John Osbaldeston, the inventor of the

War Two curtailed the original grand design. 

B  Lewis Textile Museum  B  Museum &  Art Gallery

resemble the campanile in St Mark’s

weft fork, a gadget that allowed power looms to

o

Inside there are two notable modern features

A  St John’s Church  A  St Mary’s Cathedral

Square, Venice. 

weave intricate patterns. 

p

– a spiky metalwork crown over the high altar

E  

Just to the south of  the village runs the

Witton Country Park  I  Corporation Park

and, above the west door, a modern

q

Roddlesworth Nature Trail, a path that

The largest town in East Lancashire, 

metalwork sculpture of  the figure of  Christ, 

Blackburn is notable for its modern

r

follows the line of an old coach road. Along

shopping

his hands raised in benediction. 

the trail, for which details can be obtained at

malls, its celebrated three-day market, its

s

The town’s old manor house, Witton

the information centre, are the ruins of

modern cathedral, and Thwaites Brewery, t

one

House, has long since been demolished but

Hollinshead Hall. Built in the 18th century

of  the biggest independent brewers of  real ale

the grounds have been turned into an excellent

in the north of  England. 

u

and once very grand, the ruins were tidied up

local amenity. The 480 acres of  Witton

in the early 1990s but, fortunately, the

Mentioned in the Domesday Book, the v

Country Park contain nature trails through

wishing well has withstood the ravages of

town was originally an agricultural

woodlands up on to heather-covered hilltops. 

time and neglect. The exterior is reminiscent

community before the production of  first

Closer to the town centre, the 60-acre

Darwen Tower

of  a small Georgian chapel, while the well
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inside dates back to medieval times when its

the ground floor, is where James I is said to

Leeds and the many textile villages and towns open, ‘flat iron’ market. This peculiar and LANCASHIRE

waters were thought to cure eye complaints. 

have knighted the Sir Loin of  Beef in 1617. 

in between, this major navigation changed

intriguing name stems from the ancient

The name of  the house is today rather

the lives of  many of  the people living along

practice of  trading by displaying goods on


WITHNELL FOLD

misleading since the tower was blown up by

its length. The section through West

the ground without the use of  stalls. 

 5 miles SW of  Blackburn off  the A674

Cromwell’s troops in 1643 when they overran

Lancashire, passing rural villages, is perhaps

Dating back to 1360, the Church of  St

A short walk from Brindle village crosses the

the Royalist garrison stationed here. Another

one of  the more pleasant stretches. There are

Lawrence is the town’s oldest building. The

Leeds and Liverpool Canal and leads to the

famous visitor, who caused less disruption, 

plenty of  charming canal-side pubs in the

church is said to contain the remains of  St

village of  Withnell Fold w

a

hose name comes

was William Shakespeare who came to

area and walks along the towpath, through

Lawrence, brought back from Normandy by

from ‘withy knool’ – a wooded hill. It w b

as

perform with William Hoghton’s troupe of

the unspoilt countryside, have been popular

Sir Richard Standish. Whether they are his

developed as a model village in the 1840s

players. As well as the famous banqueting hall, 

for many years. 

relics or not, during the Middle Ages the

with 35 terraced cottages each with its o c

wn

other rooms open to the public include the

saint’s shrine certainly brought pilgrims to

garden. The whole village was owned b d

y the

beautifully preserved ballroom, the King’s

Chorley

the parish. 

Parke family who also o

e

wned the cotton mills bedchamber, and the audience chamber. The The Civil War also brought visitors to the

and paper mill for whose workers the houses

grounds, too, are well worth a visit and are as

f

A  Church of St Lawrence  G  Henry Tate

town, albeit less welcome ones. Following

were provided. The mills have long since

perfectly preserved as the house. 

A  Astley Hall

defeat at the nearby Battle of  Preston, 

closed, but the old mill chimney still to g

wers

Royalist troops were twice engaged in battle

above the village. Withnell Fold does ha h

A bustling and friendly place, Chorley is a

ve a

here by Cromwell’s victorious forces. 

West Lancashire

charming town that is locally famous for its

small claim to fame. The paper mill, built in

market that dates back to 1498. Today, there

Chorley was the birthplace, in 1819, of

1844 overlooking the canal, was once the

This area of  Lancashire, with its sandy

world’s biggest exporter of  high-quality K

are two markets – the covered market and the Henry Tate. The son of  a Unitarian coastline and flat fertile farmland, is home to

minister, Henry was apprenticed in 1832 to

banknote paper. 

L

some elegant seaside resorts and ancient


HOGHTON

i


market towns. Following the reorganisation


MARSDENS OF CHORLEY

 4 miles W of  Blackburn on the A675

j

of the county boundaries in the 1970s and

 36 Chapel Street, Chorley, 

the creation of  Merseyside, much of  the

A  Hoghton Tower

k

 Lancashire  PR7 1BW

coast and the southwestern area of

 Tel:  01257 263606

Originally a collection of hamlets with

l

Lancashire became part of  the new county, 

Located in the St George’s Conservation

handloom weavers’ cottages, the village w m

as, 

and the towns of  Southport, Crosby and

Area, with plenty of parking nearby, 

during the 17th century, a place where Roman

Formby and their neighbours and hinterlands

Marsdens of Chorley is a high class

n

butcher’s and baker’s which has been in

Catholics still practised their faith in defiance

will be considered in the Merseyside chapter. 

of  the law. It was at Arro

o

the Marsden family for some 112 years. 

wsmith House that

Behind the coast, the flat lands of  the West

It has always specialised in selling locally

Edmund Arro

p

wsmith said his last mass before

Lancashire plain were once under water. Now

sourced and produced products with the

being captured and sentenced to death for q with an extensive network of ditches, in-store bakery producing hand-made

goods such as pies and cakes along with

being a Catholic priest and a Jesuit. 

drainage has provided the old towns and

Today, the village

r

various breads. In addition to the fresh and home-

is best known as the home quaint villages with rich fertile land that cooked meats, you’ll also find sausages and black

of  Lancashire’s only true baronial residences

, 

produces a wealth of  produce all year round. 

puddings made to an award-winning recipe. 

Hoghton Tower,  which dates from 1565. Tthe Roadside farm shops are very much a feature At Christmas time, the shop stocks Kelly turkeys

which have also won awards. Throughout the year, it

de Hoghton family have owned the land in

of the area. 

u

also offers speciality groceries such as Cottage

this area since the time of  the Norman

Although there are several rivers flowing

Delight. Owners Chris and Nicola place great

Conquest and the house was b

v

uilt in a style in

across the land, the chief  waterway, which is

emphasis on the quality of everything they sell and all the staff are fully trained in food hygiene. 

keeping with their social position and

hard to miss, is the Leeds to Liverpool Canal. 

importance. The famous banqueting hall, on

Linking the port of  Liverpool with industrial
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the grocery trade in Liverpool and by 1855

Twinning Fair when visitors from its twin

LANCASHIRE

Around Chorley

Ormskirk

had set up his own business and opened a

town, Azay-le-Rideau in the Loire, share in

chain of  six shops. Selling the shops, Henry

sporting and musical events. 

A  Church of St Peter and St Paul


CHARNOCK RICHARD

entered into the world of  the competitive

 2 miles SW of  Chorley off  the A49


LEYLAND

I  Farmer Ted’s Farm Park

sugar trade and founded the world famous

 4 miles NW of Chorley on the B5253

I  Magical Kingdom of Camelot

In the days when Liverpool was just a small

business of Tate and Lyle. Opening a new

sugar refinery equipped with the latest

B  British Commercial Vehicle Museum

fishing village, the main town in this area was

The Magical Kingdom of  Camelot is a

machinery from France, Henry corner a

Ormskirk, founded around AD840 by a

ed the

popular theme park where visitors can see the

A  St Andrew’s Church

Viking leader called Orme. Surrounded by

b

refining business in Britain and amassed a

magical sorcery of  a wizard one minute and

The town is probably best known for its

rich agricultural land, the town has always

huge fortune. A great benefactor, Henry not

knights battling it out in spectacular jousting

only gave away vast sums of  money to c

associations with the manufacture of  cars

been an important market centre with the

tournaments the next. A place where you can

worthy causes, b

d

and lorries. The British Commercial

locally-grown potatoes, Ormskirks, a firm

ut also to the London art

learn the art of  wizardry, meet the animals on

Vehicle Museum, the largest such museum

favourite right across the northwest. The

gallery, which now bears his name. 

e

a real working farm, be gripped by the full

in Europe, stands on the site of  the former

market is still flourishing, held every day

The jewel in Chorley’s crown is

f

force of  the Whirlwind spinning rollercoaster, 

Leyland South Works where commercial

except Wednesday and Sunday. In late

undoubtedly Astley Hall.  Built in the late and enjoy exciting water rides. 

16th centur

g

vehicles were produced for many years. On

Victorian times, one of  the traders in

y and set within some beautiful

display are many restored vans, buses, fire


CROSTON

Ormskirk market was a certain Joseph

h

parkland, the hall is a fine example of an

engines and lorries, along with exhibits from

 6 miles W of Chorley on the A581

Beecham who did a roaring trade selling his

Elizabethan mansion. A notable feature is its

the horse-drawn era, a collection of  steam-

medicinal Little Liver Pills. Joseph became a

south wing – described as “more glass than

I  Coffee Day    I  Bastille Day/Twinning Fair

wall”. Inside, the moulded ceilings of  the K

powered wagons, and vintage and present-

millionaire through the sales of his little pills; 

This historic village in the heart of  rural West

day vans and lorries. Perhaps the most

main hall and the drawing room are quite L

his son, the conductor Sir Thomas, went on

Lancashire has been a centre for local farmers

famous vehicle here is the one used by the

to become the most popular and flamboyant

remarkable, as are the painted panels da i

ting

since it was granted a weekly market charter in

Pope and popularly known as the

figure of  English musical life during the first

from the 1620s and representing a range of

j

1283. Set beside the banks of  the River

Popemobile. Also on site are a gift shop

half  of  the 20th century. 

heroes that include Elizabeth I, Philip II of

Yarrow, a tributary of  the River Douglas, 

and café. 

Spain and the Islamic warrior, Tamerlane. k

The town received its first market charter

much of  the village, including the 17th-

Leyland is, however, an ancient settlement. 

from Edward I in 1286, and today the market is

Extended in 1666, and again in 1825, 

l

this

century almshouses and the lovely 15th-

Documentary evidence has been found that

still a key event in the region. The partial

is truly a house of  history. The rooms, w m

hich

century church, is a designated conservation

suggests that the town was a Crown

drainage of Martin Mere in the late 18th

reflect the passing of  the centuries, contain

area. Church Street is a fine example of  an

superb items of  furniture fr

n

possession in Saxon times, owned by Edward

century, to provide more rich, fertile agricultural

om 1600 to the

18th-century Lancashire street, some of  the

the Confessor. The village cross marks the

Edwardian period. Whether or not Cr

o

land, as well as the growth of  nearby Liverpool, 

omwell

houses bearing the date 1704. Even older is

centre of  the old settlement around which

increased the prosperity of the town. Ormskirk

stayed at the hall following the Battle of p the charming packhorse bridge dated 1682. 

the town expanded and it is in this area of

was also touched by the Industrial Revolution

Preston is open to debate, but his boots are

The strong links with agriculture are still

here on display. 

q

Leyland that the older buildings can be seen. 

and, while the traditional farming activities

apparent in this area and the open farmland

Founded in the 11th century, much of  the

The hall was given to the bor

r

continued, cotton spinning and silk weaving

ough in 1922 by actually extends right into the village centre. 

present St Andrew’s Church dates from

also became important sources of  local income. 

Reginald Tatton and it was he w

s

ho insisted that

On Coffee Day the village turns out with

1220, although there was some restoration

Today, the town has reverted to its traditional

the building should incorpora

t

te a memorial to

decorated farm horses and carts to take part in

work undertaken in the 1400s. The Eagle and past. 

those who had died in World War One. As a

a procession led by a band and morris dancers. 

result, a small room has been devoted to theu

Child Inn is almost as old, said to date from

The Church of  St Peter and St Paul, in the

The name is derived from the former

around 1230. It served the needs of  travellers

local men who fought and died for their

v

centre of  the town, unusually has both a steeple

‘Feoffing Day’ when tenants paid their fees, or

journeying along the ancient highway that

and a tower. The tower, added in the 16th

country. Along with the display of

rents, to the squire. The following weekend, 

passed through the town. 

century, was constructed to take the bells of

photographs, there is a Book of  Remembrance. 

the village celebrates its Bastille Day/

Burscough Priory after that religious
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Liverpool Canal, the village’s Parish Church

pedal tractors, miniature steam train rides to

LANCASHIRE

KNIT-WISE

was one of  the Million, or Waterloo, churches

the lake and picnic areas, also a coffee shop

 6 Church House, Park Road, Ormskirk, Lancashire  L39 3AJ

built as a thanks to God after the final defeat

and an attractive craft and gift shop. 

 Tel:  01695 580590    e-mail:  knit_wise@yahoo.co.uk of Napoleon in 1815. A later addition to the

Dedicated to knitting and crochet, Knit-wise stocks a comprehensive LATHOM

church is the Memorial Window to those of

range of yarns from all major stockists, including new ranges from the parish who died for their country during

 3 miles NE of  Ormskirk off  the A5209

Adriafil and Debbie Bliss and the stock is constantly being updated. 

Myra and her enthusiastic and knowledgeable staff are always willing World War One. 

A  Top Locks  A  Chapel of St John the Divine

a

to offer help and advice.  You can drop in with a small issue, or Little remains of Burscough Priory, 

The stretch of the famous Leeds and

attend the longer courses and classes.  Knit and Chat sessions are a b

founded in the early 1100s by the Black

regular feature in the Knit-wise calendar, where keen knitters meet Liverpool Canal that passes through this

together and knit over a cup of tea. A comprehensive selection of needles and haberdashery is Canons. Receiving lavish endowments from

c

village is well worth a visit as it includes the

available to support and enhance your knitting and crochet projects. 

the local inhabitants, the priory was at one

Top Locks area, a particularly interesting part

d

time one of the most influential religious

of  this major canal route. 

community had been disbanded by Henry VIII. devotees of  the Arthurian legends believe that However, the oldest feature found in the e

houses in Lancashire. 

To the south of  the village, in Lathom Park, 

the pool into which the dying king’s sword

church is a stone carving on the outer f f

To the north of  the village, Windmill

is Lathom House (private), formerly home of

ace of

Excalibur was thrown (to be received by a

Animal Farm offers visitors the opportunity

the chancel’s east wall that was probabl

g

Lord Stanley, Earl of Derby, a Royalist who

y the

woman’s arm rising from the water  “clothed in

to experience the everyday running of  an

was executed during the Civil War. Only one

work of  Saxon craftsmen. 

 white samite, mystic, wonderful”),  was actually h

actual working farm and the chance to watch, 

wing of the original house remains, but within

A couple of  miles southwest of  Ormskirk, 

Martin Mere. 

feed, touch and play with the animals. There

the grounds are the ancient Chapel of  St

Farmer Ted’s Farm Park has recently been

Today, the stretches of  water, mudbanks

are various indoor and outdoor play areas, 

acclaimed as National Farm Attr

K

John the Divine, consecrated in 1509, and 10

action, 2009. 

and grassland provide homes for many

It is designed for families with childr

L

en up to

species of  birds and, with a network of  hides, 

12 years old. Resident animals include llamas, 

visitors can observe shy birds such as the


THE FARM BURSCOUGH

pigs, sheep and goats; tr

i

actor rides and pedal

Ruff, Black-tailed Godwit and Little Ringed

 71 Martin Lane, Burscough, Lancashire  L40 0RT

tractors are available; and other facilities j

Plover in their natural habitats. There are also

 Tel:  01704 894889

include a large fun barn, sand pit, farm

k

shop

a series of  pens, near the visitor centre, 

 e-mail:  info@thefarmburscough.co.uk

 website:  www.thefarmburscough.co.uk

and refreshment area. 

where many other birds can be seen all year

l

A farm shop, a charming tea room and four-star

round at closer quarters. The mere is

m

rated bed & breakfast are all to be found at The Around Ormskirk

particularly famous for the vast numbers of

Farm Burscough which is owned and run by the

n

pink-footed geese that winter here, their

Neale family who have been farming here for

number often approaching 20,000. Although


MERE BROW

o


generations. In their farm shop, which occupies a

renovated an 18th century brick barn, they sell a

winter is a busy time at Martin Mere, a visit

 7 miles N of  Ormskirk on the B5246

p

wonderful range of home-made products alongside

in any season is sure to be rewarded. The

their award winning vegetables and preserves. 

E  Martin Mere

q

visitor centre caters for everyone and, as well

Browse through fresh and cooked meats – including local bacon and sausage, home-grown Just to the south of  the village lies the

r

as the shop and café, there is a theatre and a

seasonal vegetables, jams and preserves, fresh bread, home baked cakes, handmade crisps and local cheeses. 

Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust at Mar

wealth of  information regarding the birds

s


tin Mere

Another former farm building now houses the inviting tea room where the mother and daughter (see panel on page 183), more than 350 acres

found here as well as the work of  the Trust. 

team of Freda Neale and Cathy serve freshly prepared fare using traditional methods and superb of  reclaimed marshland, which was 

t

local ingredients. Vegetables and eggs come from the Neale’s own farm; smoked products from established BURSCOUGH

in 1976 as a refuge for thousands of

u

the Port of Lancaster Smokehouse… and so on and on. 

wintering

 2 miles NE of  Ormskirk on the A59

If you are planning to stay in this pleasant area, The Farm offers 4-star accommodation with a wildfowl. Until Martin Mere was drained in v

choice of two twin/double rooms and a third double. All have been tastefully decorated to the the 1600s to provide rich, fertile farmland, the

A  Burscough Priory  I  Windmill Animal Farm

highest standard and feature flat screen televisions, tea and coffee making facilities and modern en Situated on the banks of the Leeds and

suites with power showers. Alternatively, you could stay on the  five-van certificated campsite lake was one of  the largest in England. Many

which has electric hook ups, toilets and a shower. 
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Trust in 1936. From the superb, intricately

1500s and altered in the late 18th century, was

LANCASHIRE

WWT Martin Mere

carved movable wooden screen, to the solid

for many generations the home of  the

 Burscough, Ormskirk, Lancashire L40 0TA

oak chests and long refectory table, the

Mawdesley family. 

WWT Martin Mere is one of nine Wildfowl & Wetlands Centres run by the Wildfowl & atmosphere here is definitely one of  wealth

At the other end of  the village is Lane Ends

Wetlands Trust (WWT), a UK registered charity. Visit WWT Martin Mere and come in close and position. 

House, built in 1590, which was occupied by a

contact with wetlands and their wildlife. You can feed some of the birds straight from your Later additions to the house were made in

Catholic family and has a chapel in one of its

hand. Special events and exhibitions help to give an insight into the wonder of wetlands and the 1660s and again in 1821. Parts of  these are

attics. Other venerable buildings include

the vital need for their conservation. 

a

now devoted to the Philip Ashcroft Museum

Ambrose House (1577), Barret House Farm

People of all ages and abilities will enjoy exploring the carefully planned pathways. You b

of  Rural Life with its unique collection of

(1695), Back House Farm (1690) and Jay Bank

can go on a journey around the world, from the Australian Riverway, through the South items illustrating village life in pre-industrial

Cottage (1692). By contrast, the oldest of the

c

American Lake, to the Oriental Pen with its Japanese gateway, observing a multitude of exotic ducks, geese, swans and flamingos along the way. In winter, WWT Martin Mere Lancashire. Another attraction here is the

village’s three churches dates back only to 1840. 

d

plays host to thousands of pink-footed geese, whooper and Bewick’s swans and much spacious garden alongside the canal. 

Surrounded by beautiful countryside, Cedar

e

more. Visitors can see swans under floodlight

most winter evenings. 


PARBOLD

Farm Galleries is a small complex of craft

f

studios and shops where the emphasis is

Covering 150 hectares, the reserve (one of

 5 miles NE of  Ormskirk off  the A5209

definitely on the quirky and unusual. There’s

g

Britain’s most important wetland sites) is

D  Parbold Hill  A  Ashurst Beacon

also a café serving homemade food and a

designated a Ramsar Site and SSSI for its

wealth of rare wetland plants. 

h

This is a charming village of  pretty stone

children’s playground. 

The Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust is the

cottages as well as grand, late-Victorian houses STANDISH

largest international wetland conservation

charity in the UK. WWT’s mission is to K

built by wealthy Manchester cotton brokers. 

 9 miles E of  Ormskirk on the A49

The village houses extend up the slopes of

conserve wetlands and their biodiversity. L

Parbold Hill,  one of  the highest points for A  St Wilfrid’s Church

These are vitally important for the quality and

i

miles around and from which there are superb

This historic old market town has several

maintenance of all life. WWT operates nine

j

visitor centres in the UK, bringing people

views of  the West Lancashire plain. At the

reminders of  its past, not the least of which is

closer to wildlife and providing a fun day out

summit stands a rough hewn monument, 

the splendid St Wilfrid’s Church.  Built in a for all the family. 

k

erected to commemorate the Reform Act of

size and style that befitted the importance of

l

1832, that is known locally, due to its shape, as

the town in the late 1500s, the building stands

adjoining almshouses built for the chapel m

Rufford Old Hall (National Trust) is an

Parbold Bottle. 

on the site of a church that was certainly here at

bedesmen. It’s a charming cluster of  

n

buildings

enchanting building. Its medieval part is

Ashurst Beacon,  another local landmark, 

the beginning of  the 13th century. A look

in an attractive setting and visitors are

constructed of  richly decorated black-and-

was re-erected on Ashurst Hill by Lord

around the interior of  the church will provide a

welcome at the services held in the chapel o

white timbering enclosing a glorious Great

Skelmersdale in 1798 when the threat of  a

potted history of the area: there are tombs and

every Sunday. 

p

Hall where angels bearing colourful heraldic

French invasion was thought to be imminent. 

memorials to all the important local families

shields float from massive hammer-beam


RUFFORD

q


including the Wrightingtons, Shevingtons and


MAWDESLEY

trusses. The hall’s 17th-century additions are

the Standish family. 

 5 miles NE of  Ormskirk on the B5246

r

 6 miles NE of  Ormskirk off  the B5246

less spectacular, but still very attractive, and

A  Rufford Old Hall

s


RIVINGTON

contain displays of historic costumes as well as

H  Cedar Farm Galleries

 13 miles E of  Ormskirk off  the A673

B  Philip Ashcroft Museum of Rural Life

t

an interesting local folk museum. 

A past winner of  the Best Kept Village of

D  Rivington Pike  D  Lever Park

This attractive village of  pretty houses is u

General y regarded as one of  the finest

Lancashire award, Mawdesley lies in rich

timber-framed halls in the country, the hall

farming country and was once associated with

One of  the county’s prettiest villages, 

notable for its church

v

and its beautiful old hall. was the ancestral home of the Hesketh family, a thriving basket-making industry. The village

Rivington is surrounded by moorland of

Built in 1869, the church is a splendid example who lived at this site from the 1200s until has a surprising number of  old buildings. 

outstanding natural beauty that forms the

of  the Gothic revival period and its tall spire

Baron Hesketh gave the hall to the National

Mawdesley Hall (private), originally built in the western border of  the Forest of  Rossendale. 

dominates the skyline. 
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Overlooking the village and with splendid

the heart of  fertile West Lancashire and close

LANCASHIRE


ADVERTISERS AND PLACES OF INTEREST

views over West Lancashire, Rivington Pike, 

to the Leeds and Liverpool Canal – the

at 1191 feet, is one of  the area’s high spots. It

longest canal in Britain, extending for 127¼

was once a site of one of  the country’s chain

miles and with 92 locks.  St Cuthbert’s

ACCOMMODATION, FOOD AND


GIFTWARE

of  signal beacons. 

Church, which dates from the middle of


DRINK

Lather and Lite, Clitheroe

pg 27

Just to the south of  the village, on the lower the 13th century, is one of  the oldest The Farm Burscough, Burscough

pg 69

Melt, Waddington, Clitheroe

pg 37

slopes of  Rivington Moor, lies Lever Park, 

churches in the diocese of  Liverpool and

Helmshore Mills Textile Museum, Helmshore, 

Precious Little Treasures, Clitheroe

pg 27

which was made ov

a

er to the public in 1902 by

remains one of  the prettiest in the county. 

Rossendale

pg 58

The Shell Shop, Morecambe

pg 18

William Hesketh Lever, 

b

who later became

The distinctive spire, which was added

The Plate @ Backridge, Waddington, 

Wish Gifts, Waddington, Clitheroe

pg 37

Lord Leverhulme. The park comprises an awe- around 1400, rises from a tower that has Clitheroe

pg 36

inspiring pot pourri of  ornamental, 

c

octagonal upper stages. 


HOME AND GARDEN

The Shell Shop, Morecambe

pg 18

landscaped gardens, tree-lined avenues, d

ancient

Lather and Lite, Clitheroe

pg 27


SCARISBRICK

Springhead Farm Holiday Cottages, 

cruck-framed barns, a Geor

e

gian hall, and a

Melt, Waddington, Clitheroe

pg 37

 3 miles NW of  Ormskirk on the A570

Bolton-by-Bowland, Clitheroe

pg 31

treasure trove of  natural histor
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