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HERTFORDSHIRE

LOCATOR MAP

Hertfordshire

g

Sutton

Newport

Kempston

Pagnell

Biggleswade

Melbourn

Cranfield

Saffron

The novelist EM Forster, who lived in the

New Towns, but the old town survives, along Hinxworth

Shefford

Litlington

Royston

Walden

Ampthill

county, described Hertfordshire as “England with the magnificent Hatfield House and part Henlow

Ashwell

Woburn Sands Flitwick

Flitton

at its quietest; England meditative”. When he of  the medieval Royal Palace, which was the Reed

Bletchley

Letchworth

Woburn

wrote that in the 1950s, the county’s

childhood home of  the future Elizabeth I. 

Little Brickhill

Garden City

Baldock

Westoning Barton-le-Clay

population was just over 600,000; it has now Hitchin

Buntingford

Close to Hatfield lies Welwyn Garden City, Great Brickhill

Graveley

topped one million. The more southerly towns conceived by Ebenezer Howard and built in

Cottered

Leighton

Buzzard

Stansted

expanded as residential areas for London

Stevenage

the 1920s with the aim of  providing working Mountfitchet

Tilsworth

Dunstable

Luton

commuters, and after the


HERTFORDSHIRE

Bishop's Stortford


Watton

Second World War, with an

Knebworth

103

at-Stone

Much

Hadnam

Garston

Whipsnade

Green

acute housing shortage in the

Codicote

Ivinghoe

107 Welwyn

blitzed capital, New Towns

Aston

Hertford

Ware

Harpenden

Garden City

Clinton

Sawbridgeworth

104

105

y

111

Tring

such as Stevenage were

Hemel

Hatfield

created to cater for the

Bayford

Wendover

Hempstead

Harlow

St Albans

106

thousands of Londoners

North

Hoddesdon

108 109

Weald

The Lee

Basset

who had lost their homes. 

Kings

Potters  Cheshunt

Waltham 

Chesham

Langley

Bar

Abbey

But the centre of the

Great 

Missenden

Amersham

Radlett

county is still largely

Little Chalfont

110

Theydon Bois

Watford

agricultural and the southern

Bushey

Enfield

Chalfont St Giles

High Wycombe

Barnet

Chigwell

edge lies within the

Rickmansworth

Finchley

precarious protection of the

Beaconsfield

Northwood

Chalfont

Edmonton

St Peter

Pinner

Metropolitan Green Belt. 

Ruislip

Romford

Marlow

H

There is still some excellent

New River, Great Amwell

walking and splendid

Towns and Villages

scenery, most notably within

Please click on any of the towns and villages listed below for information on that location. 

the National Trust’s Ashridge Estate, where people with a pleasant and attractive place to the woodlands and downlands are home to a

live, with easy access to the countryside. 

wide variety of  wildlife, and the views from One of  the best known monuments in

Aldbury

pg 29

Great Amwell

pg 16

Northchurch

pg 31

the highest points are magnificent. 

Hertfordshire is the Eleanor Cross at Waltham

Aldenham

pg 24

Harpenden

pg 23

Perry Green

pg 7

Ashwell

pg 11

Hatfield

pg 16

Royston

pg 10

The strongest historical ties in the county Cross, one of  13 such crosses erected by

Ayot St Lawrence

pg 20

Hemel Hempstead

pg 25

Shenley

pg 24

are to be found in the ancient city of

Edward I to commemorate the resting places

Baldock

pg 11

Hertford

pg 12

St Albans

pg 20

St Albans, while Hatfield combines old and of  the funeral cortege of  his Queen, Eleanor

Bedmond

pg 25

Hitchin

pg 11

Standon

pg 7

Benington

pg 9

Hoddesdon

pg 14

Stevenage

pg 8

new elements: it was one of  the designated of  Castile. 

Berkhamsted

pg 31

King’s Langley

pg 25

Tring

pg 28

Bishop’s Stortford

pg 6

Knebworth

pg 8

Waltham Cross

pg 14

Brickendon

pg 14

Letchworth Garden City pg 10

Ware

pg 15

Brookmans Park

pg 18

London Colney

pg 24

Watford

pg 28

Cheshunt

pg 14

Markyate

pg 23

Welwyn

pg 18

Chiswell Green

pg 23

Marsworth

pg 29

Welwyn Garden City

pg 19

Cromer

pg 9

Much Hadham

pg 7
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seven miles away, brought the town within

working in the traditional craft, as well as a HERTFORDSHIRE

Bishop’s Stortford

easy reach of  Europe and beyond. 

display of  tools, documents and photographs. 

A  St Michael’s Church  B  Museum

In the compact town centre markets are

A TV/video presentation shows films relating G  

still held twice a week, on Thursdays and

to the trade. Outside, there’s a delightful Rhodes Museum

Saturdays, as they have been for centuries. 

cottage garden displaying and growing plants The old Roman road from St Albans to

Standing high on a hill, St Michael’s Church that would have been familiar to a 19th-Colchester forded the river here, and some dominates the surrounding countryside. 

century country gardener. The garden also

nine centuries later, the Saxon King Edward Inside the large, light building there are 18

contains an unusual 19th-century bee shelter. 

the Elder, built a castle to protect the

elaborately carved misericords in the choir crossing. His fortress has disappeared but the STANDON

stalls; it is believed that they came from Old great mound on which it was built survives in 6 miles W of  Bishop’s Stortford on A120

St Paul’s Cathedral in London. Elsewhere, a the town’s spacious Castle Gardens. In about C  Balloon Stone

memorial commemorates the life of Cecil

1060, the whole town was sold to the

Rhodes, son of  a former Rector. The great This old village, which once had a weekly

Bishops of  London, hence its name. In

imperialist’s exploits are also documented in market and two annual fairs, derived its

medieval times Bishop’s Stortford was a

the house where he was born, Nettlewell

importance from the families who held the

stopping place on the route between London House, now the Rhodes Museum and

manor and from the Order of  St John of

and both Newmarket and Cambridge and

Commonwealth Centre. 

Jerusalem. Though there is little evidence of  it became famous for its many hostelries. Even The Rhodes Museum (see panel

today, the order established a commandery, a today, the town boasts three inns dating back River Stort, Bishop’s Stortford

below)forms part of  the Bishop’s Stortford hospice and a school, which is believed to be to the 15th and 16th centuries, as well as Museum, which contains an exhibit celebrating the building now known as Knights’ Court. 

several timber-framed buildings. In the 20th another famous son – Sir Walter Gilbey who founded the Gilbey gin firm when he was

century, the building of  Stansted Airport, just In a field to the west of  the village lies the living at nearby Elsenham Hall in the 1860s. 

Balloon Stone, a giant sandstone boulder that The museum also displays a remarkable

marks the spot where, in 1784, Vincenzo

The Rhodes Museum

28 foot-long mural that tells the story of  the Lunardi completed the first balloon flight in town from the Ice Age to the 1990s. Worked South Road, Bishop’s Stortford, 

England. He began his flight in Finsbury, 

on canvas in wool embroidery, the project

Hertfordshire  CM23 3JG

north London, and landed here some two

took 142 townspeople six years to complete. 

Tel: 01279 651746 Fax: 01279 467171

hours later having first touched down briefly e-mail: museum@rhodesbishopsstortford.org.uk in a field at North Mimms. 

website: www.rhodesbishopsstortford.org.uk Around Bishop’s

PERRY GREEN

The Rhodes Museum was established in 1938 in two listed Victorian Buildings, one of which being the Stortford

5 miles SW of  Bishop’s Stortford

birthplace of Cecil Rhodes, Victorian Empire Builder. 

off  the B1004

Today, the Rhodes Museum and the Local History MUCH HADHAM

H  Henry Moore Foundation

Museum have merged to become the Bishop’s Storford 4 miles W of  Bishop’s Stortford on B1004

Museum. The collections are housed together and Perry Green became the home of  Henry

provide a new focus on the town’s rich local history B  Forge Museum

Moore following bomb damage to his

and unique links with the story of Cecil Rhodes, Empire One of  the county’s prettiest villages, Much Hampstead studio in 1941. The famous

and Africa. 

Hadham still retains many old timber-framed sculptor moved with his wife Irina to the

There is also an Education Room, a Collectors peace and tranquillity of  the village and he corner and a Temporary Exhibition Gallery which will houses and cottages, the oldest of  which dates host a variety of exhibitions throughout the year, back to the 15th century. The Forge Museum remained there for the rest of  his life. The featuring visiting local and national artists, touring and Victorian Cottage Garden has a

Henry Moore Foundation, which operates

exhibitions and displays from the Museum’s Reserve Collections. 

resident blacksmith, Richard Maynard, 

from Dane Tree House, Perry Green, and

A  historic building  B  museum and heritage  C  historic site  D  scenic attraction  E  flora and fauna F  stories and anecdotes  G  famous people  H  art and craft  I  entertainment and sport  J  walks
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from the Henry Moore Institute in Leeds, was Town and the present day, is told in the

played host to such notable visitors as

and moat (the remains of the castle), a

HERTFORDSHIRE

established in 1977 “to advance the education Stevenage Museum in the undercroft of  St

Elizabeth I, Benjamin Disraeli, Sir Winston kitchen, rose and water gardens, a charming of  the public by the promotion of  their

George’s Church. 

Churchill and Charles Dickens, who took part rockery, magnificent herbaceous borders and a appreciation of  the fine arts and in particular Stevenage became Hilton in the classic

in amateur theatrical performances here. 

splendid folly dating from 1832. 

the works of  Henry Moore”. The Perry Green novel Howards End by EM Forster, who spent Dickens christened his 10th child Edward

CROMER

site comprises several studios and two

much of  his childhood at Rooks Nest on the Bulwer Lytton Dickens in honour of  their

4 miles NE of  Stevenage on the B1037

converted barns containing the Foundation’s outskirts of  town. 

great friendship. The grounds of  Knebworth collection of  Moore’s work, as well as tapestries House are also well worth visiting. As well as C  Cromer Windmill

based on his drawings, which were woven at the beautiful formal gardens laid out by

Half  a mile east of  the village, on the B1037

Around Stevenage

West Dean College in Sussex. On the far side Lutyens, there is a wonderful herb garden

towards Hare Street, stands Hertfordshire’s of  the village green is a visitor centre selling established by Gertrude Jekyll, a lovely

sole surviving post mill. Cromer Windmill

books, posters, postcards and other Moore-

KNEBWORTH

Victorian wilderness area, a maze that was was built on an artificial mound where

themed merchandise, along with a limited

3 miles S of  Stevenage off  A602

replanted in 1995, and acres of  grassland that windmills have stood for over 600 years. The number of  original prints. The estate contains A  Knebworth Housee

are home to herds of  red and sika deer. 

present mill dates back at least to 1720, 

many fine trees and hedgerows, much loved by Children will enjoy the adventure playground, A  Church of St Mary and St Thomas

possibly as early as 1681. Blown over in a Moore and to be seen in many of  his works, where they will find Fort Knebworth, a

storm around 1860 and subsequently rebuilt, it and it was Irina who over the years created the Knebworth House has been the home of  the

Dinosaur Trail, a monorail suspension slide was in use until the 1920s, by which time

garden areas in which the studios and

Lytton family since 1490. The present

and a bouncy castle among the amusements. 

milling by wind had become uneconomic. The sculptures are sited. The Foundation is open to magnificent High Gothic mansion house was

Also within the grounds is the Church of

mill was basically left to deteriorate until an the public from April to September by

built in 1843 to the design of the Victorian St Mary and St Thomas, which contains

appeal by local people in 1967 saved it. On appointment (call 01279 843333). Moore, who statesman and novelist, Edward Bulwer-some spectacular 17th- and 18th-century

completion of the first phase of restoration died in 1986, is buried in the village churchyard. 

Lytton, who wrote The Last Days of  Pompeii. 

monuments to members of  the Lytton

However, fragments of  the original Tudor

family. Especially striking is the memorial to house remain, including parts of  the Great Sir William Lytton who died in 1705. A well-Stevenage

Hall, and there is also some superb 17th-

fed figure with a marked double chin and

century panelling. Other members of  the

B  Museum  C  Six Mills

dressed in the height of  early 18th-century Lytton family of  note include Constance, a fashion, Sir William reclines gracefully atop The town grew up along the Great North

leading figure in the suffragette movement, his tomb, his expression one of  impermeable Road, and as traffic increased from the 13th and Robert, Viceroy of  India. The Raj

self-satisfaction. 

century it developed round its parish church, Exhibition at the house brings to life the story the main road becoming its High Street. 

of  Lord Lytton’s viceroyship and the Great BENINGTON

Stevenage was designated the first of  Britain’s Delhi Durbar of  1877. The house has also

4 miles E of  Stevenage off  the B1037

New Towns in 1946.  The idea of  New Towns A very attractive village, Benington has a grew from the severe shortage of  housing

lovely green fringed by 16th-century timber-following the Second World War air raids on and-plaster cottages. The village church dates London. The first new houses in Stevenage

from the 13th century and, next to it, on the were occupied in 1951; the new town centre site of  a largely disappeared castle, is a was completed in 1957. Within the new town spacious Georgian house known as Benington area, by a roundabout near the railway station, Lordship. The house is private, but the superb rise Six Hills, reputed to be Roman burial grounds are open at restricted times. The

mounds. The history of  the town, from the hilltop gardens include lakes, a Norman keep Cromer Windmill

earliest days to the development of  the New Knebworth House

A  historic building  B  museum and heritage  C  historic site  D  scenic attraction  E  flora and fauna F  stories and anecdotes  G  famous people  H  art and craft  I  entertainment and sport  J  walks
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work, the mill was presented to the current LETCHWORTH GARDEN CITY

who wants to learn more about farming and

1349 and the plague and great storm of  1361. 

HERTFORDSHIRE

owners, the Hertfordshire Building

6 miles N of  Stevenage off  the A1

raising animals. A wide range of  farm animals, Ashwell Museum, in the restored Tudor

Preservation Trust. The first open days were including Shire horses, occupy the 170-acre Town House, affords an insight into the

B  First Garden City Heritage Museum

held in 1991 and the mill was restored to full site, which also has a recently-planted

natural history, social history and archaeology B  Museum & Art Gallery E Standalone Farm working order in 1998 with the help of  grants arboretum containing more than 1000 trees of of  the town. It began in 1927 as the private from the Heritage Lottery Fund and English This attractive country town is proud to be the 35 species, hides to view wildfowl, a natural collection of  two schoolboys who displayed Heritage. The mill can be visited on Sundays, first Garden City where the ideals of

history exhibition, a picnic area and café. 

their treasures in a garden shed. 

Bank Holiday Mondays and the second and

Ebenezer Howard were put into practice. The BALDOCK

HITCHIN

fourth Saturdays from the second Sunday in site for Letchworth was purchased in 1903 and 7 miles N of  Stevenage on the A505

4 miles NW of  Stevenage on A600

May until the end of  August. 

Barry Parker and Raymond Unwin were

appointed architects. The residential cottages B  Museum

A  St Mary’s Church  A  The Biggin

ROYSTON

were designed and built by different architects A settlement of some size during the Iron

A  The Priory  B  Museum

12 miles NE of  Stevenage on A10

for the 1905 Cheap Cottages Exhibition and, Age and Roman times, the Baldock of  today B  Museum of Hertfordshire Imperial Yeomanry A  James I’s Hunting Lodge

with none costing more than £150, they each dates from the 12th century; it was founded by B  

Pevsner considered that, after St Albans, 

Royston & District Museum

demonstrated new techniques and styles of

the Knights Templar and takes its name from Hitchin was “the most visually satisfying town C  

building and living accommodation. 

Royston Cave

the Old French for Baghdad. The Church of

in Hertfordshire”. Situated on the banks of The Letchworth architect’s office, a

St Mary has an impressive 14th-century tower This light industrial town grew up at the

the River Hiz, this old town was, during

beautiful thatched Arts and Crafts building and spike steeple, and the town boasts many intersection of  the Icknield Way and Ermine medieval times, a vast market area where straw of  1907, is now the First Garden City

handsome Georgian houses, both in the tree-Street and is named after a wayside cross

was purchased for the local cottage industry Heritage Museum, a unique place that

lined main street and in the side streets. 

erected by Lady Roysia. A favourite hunting of  straw plaiting and where the completed traces the history and development of  this Baldock is proud of  this architectural heritage: base for royalty, James I’s Hunting

plaits were sold. As the trade in straw

special town; among the many displays are

it has more than 100 listed buildings. The local Lodge can still be seen, though the only

declined, so the market at Hitchin reduced in the original plans and drawings of

superstore has kept the historic façade of  the original features that remain are the two

Letchworth. Letchworth Museum and Art

old Kayser Bondor factory. The community-

large chimneys. 

Swallow Fledglings - Hitchin

Gallery is home to displays of  local natural run Baldock Museum reflects the town’s

The man-made Royston Cave was

history and archaeology including finds of history and its connections with coaching, discovered in 1742 below the junction of  the late Iron Age and Roman origin that were

malting and brewing. 

two ancient thoroughfares. Bell-shaped and unearthed at Baldock. 

cut out of  the chalk, the cave is 28 feet deep On the outskirts of  the town, Standalone

ASHWELL

and 17 feet across. Inside the chamber is a Farm is a working farm that welcomes anyone 9 miles N of  Stevenage off  the A505

series of  crude carvings on the walls, including A  Church of St Mary  B  Museum

St Christopher and the Crucifixion; the

purpose of  the cave and the date of  the

An appealing village with a wealth of  attractive carvings have never been determined. 

old houses, Ashwell was one of  the five

The Royston & District Museum, in the

boroughs of  Hertfordshire in medieval times former Congregational Schoolroom building, and took its name from the ash trees around houses the Royston and District Local History the source of  the River Rhee. The village later Society collections, which relate to the history prospered through a malting industry that only of  this late medieval town and the surrounding ceased in the 1950s. The 14th-century Church of  St Mary

area. Also here is a substantial collection of late has the highest tower in the

19th-century ceramics and glass. 

county, at 176 feet, and inside there are several Town Hall, Letchworth Garden City

inscriptions referring to the Black Death of A  historic building  B  museum and heritage  C  historic site  D  scenic attraction  E  flora and fauna F  stories and anecdotes  G  famous people  H  art and craft  I  entertainment and sport  J  walks
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size, but there is still a small market place famous. To carry the connection further

HERTFORDSHIRE

FOXHOLES FARM SHOP

today, west of  the parish church. Many of between the town and pharmacy, the medical the town’s older buildings have survived, if pioneer Lord Lister had family ties with

Foxholes Farm, London Road, Hertford, 

Hertfordshire  SG13 7NT

now surrounded by newer developments. 

Hitchin and began his education here. The

Tel: 01992 552900

The oldest parts of  St Mary’s Church date Physic Garden reflects the historical and

e-mail: catherine@foxholesfarm.com

from the 12th century, though there was a

modern importance of  plants as a source

website: www.foxholesfarm.com

minster church recorded here in the

of  medicine. 

For lovers of quality local produce Foxholes Farm Shop is a Domesday Book. The low tower is the only

fantastic find in the town of Hertford. Owned by Catherine part of  the original building to have survived Hertford

Smith, all of the products are sourced as locally as possible to an earthquake of  1298. Rebuilt in the 14th give customers the choice of products grown or produced from local farms, growers and small producers. 

century, the grandeur of  the church reflects A  Church of St Leonard  A  Quaker Meeting House The farm shop, butchery and delicatessen has a lot to offer the prosperity that Hitchin once enjoyed. 

B  Museum  C  Castle  J  Cole Green Way

including home produced beef and pork, with local lamb and Standing on the site of  a Gilbertine Priory chicken. Home cooked meats, ready made meals, local pate and J  Nature Walk

is The Biggin, constructed in the early 17th free-range eggs are also available here. There is a fine selection of preserves and cheeses too. If there is a product that isn’t in the shop, that you would like to be century. For a while it was a private residence, Dating back to Saxon times, the town was

able to buy there then Catherine is more than happy to take your suggestions. 

then a school, before becoming, in 1723, an founded at a ford across the River Lea, at that Built into the butchery and farm shop is a farm kitchen, where the owners bake their own almshouse for “poore, auncient or middle

time the boundary between Saxon and Viking bread, cook their own meats for the deli counter and prepare homemade pies. In the summer of aged women”, a function that it still performs England. A once important waterway linking 2010 customers will also be able to buy olives, humus, and Taramasalata from the deli counter.There are plenty of new ice creams to try at the farm shop – flavours include clotted today. Another building worthy of  mention is Hertford with London, the River Lea, which cream and cointreau & orange. From the Summer of 2010 visitors can enjoy a freshly ground cup The Priory, which takes in fragments of  a became the Lea (Lee) Navigation at Hertford, of coffee or speciality tea and cake, while soaking up the farm life. 

Carmelite Priory founded in the 14th century. 

was used to transport flour and grain, but today Built in 1770 by Robert Adams as the private its traffic is leisure cruisers. The Hertford Bengeo, and the Quaker Meeting House. 

However, the 15th-century gatehouse is still residence of  the Radcliffe family, it was Nature Walk is situated in the meadows

Said to be the oldest purpose-built meeting standing and, now modernised, is used as

extensively renovated in the 1980s after being between the Rivers Lea and Beane, and takes in house in the world that has been in constant administrative offices for the town council. 

disused for many years. 

the canal basin, known as The Folly. 

use as a place of  worship, the meeting house The site of  the castle is now a public park and Finally, Hitchin Museum (free) occupies

Hertford is very much a mix of  the old

dates from 1669 and stands behind a walled evidence of  the castle’s original motte and a Georgian town house, home to the county’s and new, and among the interesting buildings courtyard; it has a unique four-tiered

bailey can still be seen in the lie of the land. A largest collection of  period costumes and is are the particularly beautiful Norman

platform for the ministers that is screened short length of  the massive Norman flint wall, an excellent place to visit. It shares a building Church of  St Leonard, in the area known as from the entrance. The collections at

complete with a 14th-century postern gate, is with the Museum of  the Hertfordshire

Hertford Museum were started in the 1890s

also preserved in the park. The town centre Imperial Yeomanry – a band of  men

and cover a wide variety of  subjects relating incorporates Salisbury Square, which features a mustered to repel Napoleon’s threatened

to the town and the surrounding area. The

water sculpture depicting the four rivers that invasion. As well as the numerous displays of museum is located in a 17th-century town

meet in Hertford – the Rib, Beane, Mimram

house that is complemented by a

and Lea (Lee). 

local social history, part of  the museum

reconstructed Jacobean garden. The Shire

includes a Victorian Chemist Shop and

To the south of  the town runs Cole Green

Hall was where Darcy first met Elizabeth in Physic Garden. This re-creation of  a

Way, a delightful nature trail that follows the Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice. 

chemist’s shop uses much of  the stock and route of  the now disused Hertford and

fittings from Perks and Llewellyn, who

Little remains of  the original Hertford

Welwyn Junction Railway. Passing through

Castle, which was built by King Alfred’s son attractive meadowland, the trail runs from ceased trading as a pharmacy in 1961; the

Prince Edward to guard the ford on the river Hertford to Cole Green, where the former

original cabinets still contain the lavender Hertford Castle

and to protect London from the Danes. 

station provides a pleasant picnic spot. 

toiletries for which the firm was world-
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Celt with lots of  hands-on activities and play Eleanor of  Castile. Eleanor died in

crosses the River Lea, Ware was the scene of  a HERTFORDSHIRE

Around Hertford

areas for children. 

Lincolnshire and the cortege took 13 days to famous encounter between King Alfred and the A popular destination for a family outing is travel to Westminster Abbey where she is

Danes in AD895 and, during the Middle Ages, HODDESDON

Paradise Wildlife Park, which has an

buried. The building materials in the cross it became a trading rival to Hertford. The 4 miles SE of  Hertford on the A1010

amazing range of  animals including tigers, include Caen stone, Sussex and Purbeck

construction of  a viaduct in the 1970s to carry A  Rye House Gatehouse  B  Lowewood Museum lions, monkeys, zebras, camels and wolves. 

marble and precious stones, and it is recorded the A10 across the valley has removed much of H  Samaritan Woman

Visitors can get up close and personal, 

that the total cost was £95. 

the traffic from the town and, despite

meeting and feeding many of  the animals. 

The other surviving crosses are at

development over the years, Ware still retains The town grew up around the road along the There are three themed adventure

Northampton and Geddington, and a Victorian many of  its original buildings. Behind the east Lea Valley that replaced the Roman Ermine

playgrounds, children’s rides, a woodland

replica stands in the forecourt of  Charing Cross end of the High Street, there is access to Blue Street in Saxon times. In Lea Valley Park stands railway, indoor soft play areas and many other Station. In 1859, the author Anthony Trollope Coat Yard where, on the right, stands Place the 15th-century Rye House Gatehouse, a

attractions. Open every day from 9.30am. 

came to live in Waltham Cross. He kept pigs, House, possibly one of  Ware’s two Domesday fascinating historic attraction, which includes an tended his garden and wrote some of  his best manor houses, which was rebuilt during the exhibition where visitors can eavesdrop on the CHESHUNT

works while he was here. 

13th century as a splendid aisled hall, and in the conspirators in the Rye House Plot. In 1683, 8 miles S of  Hertford off  the A10

1680s was purchased by the governors of

Rye House was the scene of  a plot to

WARE

A  Temple Bar

Christ’s Hospital for use as a school for boys assassinate Charles II as he passed through the 3 miles E of  Hertford on the A1170

being fostered in Ware. Most of  this building town on his way back from Newmarket to

In 1564 Lord Burghley, Chief  Minister to

A  Place House  B  Museum  C  Scott’s Grotto still remains, and on the opposite side of  the London. The plot failed and the conspirators, Elizabeth I, built his great house, Theobalds, yard stand the cottages that were built in 1698

including Richard Rumbold, the then tenant of here. Later, James I was so taken with the Situated at the point where Ermine Street

to provide accommodation for a foster mother Rye House, were executed. The Gatehouse, 

house that he persuaded Burghley’s son

which dates from 1443, was once part of  Sir Robert to exchange it for his palace at

Andrew Ogard’s manor house. 

Hatfield. Theobalds was all but destroyed in HANBURY MANOR, A MARRIOTT HOTEL & COUNTRY CLUB

Occupying a handsome Georgian building

the aftermath of  the Civil War, and what

Ware,  Hertfordshire  SG12 0SD

of  1750, Lowewood Museum (free) in the

remains of the building stands in the public Tel: 01920 487 722

website:  www.marriotthanburymanor.co.uk

High Street depicts past local life. In a garden Cedars Park. Also in the park is Temple Bar, beside the museum there is a statue of  a

designed by Wren and originally erected at the Welcome to the Great British countryside and take a stroll through London’s original country retreat and wind up at the historic woman holding a water urn. Known as the

Fleet Street entrance to the City of London Jacobean mansion Hanbury Manor, A Marriott Hotel & Country Samaritan Woman, it stood for almost 200

after the Great Fire of 1666. By the 1870s Club. 

years, until 1826, in Hoddesdon marketplace London’s traffic had increased to the extent Set in 200 acres of Hertfordshire parkland the glorious estate and was the conduit head for fresh water

that the gateway was causing an obstruction, boasts a 5-star service accompanied with its luxuriant facilities that offers the perfect setting for business or pleasure. 

piped to the town. 

so it was removed and rebuilt in the park. 

Relax…In one of our 161 traditionally elegant, spacious BRICKENDON

WALTHAM CROSS

bedrooms with many period features. 

Enjoy…The choice of two formal dining rooms including Zodiac 3 miles S of  Hertford off  the B158

9 miles S of  Hertford on the A1010

Restaurant winner of AA Rosette or contemporary Oakes Grill. 

I  Celtic Harmony Camp E  Paradise Wildlife Park C  Eleanor Cross B  Anthony Trollope

Commerce…Leave work in the office and bring your business to the countryside. 

Celtic Harmony Camp is a constructed Iron

The town takes its name from the cross built Play…The prestigious golf course was the first to be designed Age settlement in 13 acres of  beautiful

in the centre in 1291. It is an Eleanor Cross, by Jack Nicklaus II and still incorporates features from an earlier 9-hole course designed by the woodland near the village of  Brickendon. 

one of  three survivors of  the 12 that

great Harry Vardon. The Course is now widely recognized as one of the best in England, with each hole offering a different challenge. 

Visitors of  all ages are welcomed by staff  in Edward I erected to commemorate the resting Unwind…With our luxuriant facilities that spoils you with a range of health and beauty treatments, Celtic costume and can experience life as a places of  the funeral cortege of  his Queen, placed in easy reach to soak up your senses in the spa bath and sauna before taking a dip in the swimming pool. 
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made such a garden”. The grotto was

gateway to the palace of  the abbots and

mention of  Lady Caroline, whose public

HERTFORDSHIRE

extensively restored in 1990; the

Bishop of  Ely. Beside the palace gatehouse infatuation with Lord Byron brought about

replacement shells came from local

stands the Church of  St Etheldreda, 

their separation in 1825. 

donors and from as far afield as

dedicated to the East Anglian princess and Elizabeth I spent her early life in the Royal Japan. It is open on Saturdays and

first abbess of  Ely in the 7th century. The Palace of  Hatfield, of  which only the

Bank Holiday Mondays from April to

church is notable for its magnificent

Banqueting Hall remains. This can be seen in the end of  September. 

memorials to the Cecil family of  nearby

the delightful gardens of  the spectacular The history of  Ware and its major

Hatfield House, the Brocket family chapel

Jacobean mansion, Hatfield House (see panel role in the malting industry is explained

from the Tudor era, and dazzling stained glass below), which now stands on the site. It was in Ware Museum at Priory Lodge. 

by Burne-Jones. Also buried here are the

built in the early 1600s for Robert Cecil (later The Great Bed of  Ware, mentioned by

novelist Lady Caroline Lamb and her husband 1st Earl of  Salisbury), Chief  Minister to both Ware Gazebos & River Lea

Shakespeare, is in the Victoria & Albert Henry William Lamb, 2nd Viscount

Elizabeth and James I. Designed with

Museum in London. 

Melbourne. The viscount, who was Prime

entertaining royalty in mind, no expense was and up to 14 boys. 

Minister in 1834 and from 1835 to 1841, has a spared to make Hatfield the most striking

The High Street crosses the River Lea at

GREAT AMWELL

memorial in the church, but there is no

house of  its time. The most impressive room Bridgefoot, and here can still be seen some 2 miles SE of  Ware off  the A10

unique 18th-century gazebos, many of  which D  New River

have been restored to their former glory. The Hatfield House

riverside path leads on into an attractive Between 1609 and 1613 the New River was

Hatfield, Hertfordshire  AL9 5NQ

public garden behind what was once a

created to carry fresh water from local springs Tel: 01707 287010

Franciscan Priory, of  which only a few traces by way of  Hoddesdon and Cheshunt to the

website: www.hatfield-house.co.uk

remain. Founded in 1338 as a friary, the

New River Head reservoir at Clerkenwell in Hatfield House, where Elizabethan history began, priory became a private house in 1568 and

London. Wooden pipes then carried the water is a superb redbrick Jacobean mansion built by remained so for several centuries. In 1920, to the houses and businesses of  North

Robert Cecil, Ist Earl of Shaftesbury and Chief the owner, Mrs Page-Croft, gave the house

London. This enterprise was the brainchild of Minister to King James I, in 1611. The house has and gardens to the town and, fully restored in Sir Hugh Myddelton, whose achievement is

been in the Cecil family ever since, and is the 1994, the building stands pristine surrounded commemorated at Great Amwell by an island

home of the Marquess of Salisbury. Superb examples of Jacobean craftsmanship can be seen throughout the house, by seven acres of  parkland. 

laid out by the architect of  the New River notably in the Grand Staircase with its elaborately carved wood No trip to Ware would be complete

Company in 1800. Just south of  the village and in the stained-glass window in the private chapel. The without a visit to Scott’s Grotto, built by the church stand the imposing buildings of

state rooms are treasure houses of the finest furniture, world-poet John Scott in the late 18th century and Haileybury College, which was established in renowned paintings, exquisite tapestries and historic armour; located off  the A119 Hertford Road. The

1809 as a training school for the East India they include the fabulous Marble Hall, the Long Gallery and son of  a wealthy Quaker family, Scott devised Company. The architect was William Wilkins, King James’ Drawing Room. 

this elaborate series of  six chambers linked whose best known work is the National

The gardens at Hatfield House are a great attraction in their own right, laid out by John Tradescant the Elder and planted by passageways and air tunnels during the

Gallery in Trafalgar Square. 

by him with many species never previously grown in England. 

1760s; they are lined with flints, fossils, The gardens, where restoration started in Victorian times and minerals and thousands of  shells. On a hill Hatfield

still continues, include herb, knot and wilderness areas which above the grotto is an octagonal

can be visited when the house is open to the public. A variety summerhouse approached by horseshoe-A  Church of St Etheldreda

of arts and crafts events are hosted throughout the season - see website for details. Open: shaped steps. The grotto was described by

A  

Easter Saturday to end September. House: 12am – 4pm, Wednesday to Sunday only. Park, Hatfield House

Scott’s friend Dr Johnson as “a fairy hall”, West Garden, Restaurant & Shop: Daily, 11am - 5.30pm. East Garden: Open only on This historic town grew up around the

Thursdays (except during August). 

adding that “none but a poet could have
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is the superb Marble Hall, a richly-decorated of  the town has survived. Hatfield has strong During the excavations for the motorway, the land for Welwyn Garden City was first

HERTFORDSHIRE

version of  the medieval Great Hall with a links with the history of  aviation and was the famous Welwyn Roman Baths were

acquired in 1919, and building began a year sumptuously carved Screen and Minstrel’s

home of  the Mosquito, Comet and Trident. 

uncovered. Part of  a 3rd-century villa or farm, later, with the present station completed in Gallery, a specially made

the bath house is preserved in a steel vault 1926. Howard’s ideas are still perhaps best 30 foot long refectory table and a black and within the motorway embankment. 

seen here, as the railway line also acts as the Around Hatfield

white marble floor. Here hang the two most demarcation line for the two areas of  the WELWYN GARDEN CITY

famous paintings of  Elizabeth I – Nicholas town: industry to the east; the shopping and BROOKMANS PARK

2 miles N of Hatfield on the A1000

Hilliard’s Ermine Portrait and Isaac Oliver’s commercial areas to the west; while the

3 miles S of Hatfield on the A1000

deeply allegorical Rainbow Portrait. The Cecil B  Mill Green Museum  B  Mill Green Mill

residential areas, with extensive planting and family still live here, in the East Wing, and the J  Northaw Great Wood

As the name of  this town would suggest, 

many open spaces lie beyond. 

present Marchioness has taken a special

Brookmans Park is a quiet residential area with Welwyn is indeed a Garden City, one of  two in Just to the south of  the town lies Mill

interest in restoring the superb gardens to a large commuting population. To the east is Hertfordshire that followed the ideas and

Green Museum, in the tiny hamlet of  Mill

their 17th-century appearance, complete with Northaw Great Wood, the remains of  the

plans of  Ebenezer Howard. After seeing the Green. Housed in the workers’ cottages for herb and knot gardens, and a foot maze typical forest that once covered a large part of

squalor in which people lived in the cities, the adjoining watermill, this was, between of  the period. Visitors to the Park can also Hertfordshire. It is now preserved with

particularly London, Howard conceived the

1911 and 1973, a private residence. There are enjoy the national collection of  model soldiers, conservation in mind, and visitors can wander idea of  providing working people with an

two permanent galleries here where local items five miles of  marked park trails, a picnic site, through the woodland and perhaps spot

opportunity to live in well-spaced housing from Roman times to the present day are on children’s play area, gift shop, licensed

muntjac deer, badgers, foxes and some of  the with access to the clean air of  the countryside display, including pottery, craft tools, 

restaurant and tearoom. 

60 or so species of  birds that have been

as well as the industrial areas close by. The underwear and school certificates. A further Back in the centre of  town lies the Eight gallery is used for temporary exhibitions. The Bells pub, which was frequented by Charles Dickens when, as a newspaper reporter for the Shaw’s Corner

Morning Chronicle, he visited Hatfield to report Ayot St Lawrence, nr Welwyn, 

on the fire that not only destroyed a

Hertfordshire AL6 9BX

substantial part of  Hatfield House, but also Tel: 01438 829221 (Infoline)

resulted in the death of  the Dowager Lady website: www.nationaltrust.org.uk

Salisbury. The pub also features in Dickens’

Visit the home of George Bernard Shaw from Oliver Twist, as following the murder of  Nancy, 1906 until his death in 1950. The atmospheric Bill Sikes ‘shaped his course’ for Hatfield and, rooms remain much as he left them, with many in the tap room of  the Eight Bells, a fellow Northaw Great Wood, Brookmans Park

literary and personal belongings. The modest drinker saw the blood on Sikes’ hat. 

house provides a fascinating insight into the domestic life of a literary figure in the first half of The idea of  Hatfield New Town was

sighted here. 

the twentieth century. 

nothing new in post Second World War

WELWYN

Relax in the timelessly tranquil 3.5 acre garden Britain, as in 1848 proposals for a new town 1 mile N of Hatfield on the A1(M)

complete with an orchard, flower meadow, rose were advertised to coincide with the

dell and richly planted herbaceous and shrubbery completion of  the railway line in 1850. 

C  Welwyn Roman Baths

beds. All the plants are pre – 1950s with

Though some development did take place, 

traditional plants such as Phlomis, Delphinium, This historic town has grown up along the

it was not until the 1950s that the rapid

Allium, Achillea, Agapanthus, Acanthus and Aster. 

route of  the Great North Road, which became expansion began. However, the two areas

The ashes of George Bernard Shaw and his

the High Street, but, since the construction of remain separate, on either side of  the railway wife Charlotte were scattered throughout the the A1(M) took the route away from the town garden and around the 6ft square Writing Hut line and, fortunately, much of  the older part centre, Welwyn is now relatively traffic-free. 

where most of his most famous works were written. 
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adjoining Mill Green Mill is a wonderful

route of  the old Luton, Dunstable and Welwyn HERTFORDSHIRE

ABIGAILS TEAROOM

watermill restored to full working order. 

Junction Railway, which hit the buffers under Standing on the site of  one of  the four such the Beeching axe in 1966. 

The Village Arcade, 7 High St, 

St Albans, Hertfordshire  AL3 4ED

mills in Hertfordshire that featured in the Tel: 07970219957

Domesday Book, Mill Green Mill was

St Albans

e-mail: jod13@aol.com

originally owned by the Bishops of  Ely. 

Abigails Tearoom is a family run establishment located in the Reconstructed and altered many times, the mill A  Clock Tower  B  Verulamium Museum

shadow of St Albans’ beautiful cathedral. Plenty of visitors finally ceased to grind corn at the beginning C  

come here and many are drawn into the charming tearoom Verulamium  B  Museum of St Albans  A  Abbey of  the 20th century when the incumbent

that is Abigails. 

B  Organ Museum  D  Kingsbury Watermill

miller emigrated to Australia. Milling

Abigails Tearoom was opened 17 years ago. It is a family run establishment and is owned by Brian Dawkins and his wife recommenced in 1986, after much careful

A  Redbournbury Mill

Jo. The waiting staff offer a friendly service and are only more restoration work by the Mill Green Water Mill This historic cathedral city, whose skyline is than too happy to help. 

Restoration Trust, and not only can it be seen dominated by the magnificent Norman abbey, The tearooms are very popular with locals as well as working, but freshly ground flour is on sale. 

visitors to the area who are all welcomed to enjoy traditional is a wonderful blend of  the old and new. One English dishes and clotted cream teas. Abigails is renowned of  the major Roman cities in Britain, the AYOT ST LAWRENCE

for its fine selection of homemade cakes and such is the remains of  Verulamium were excavated only choice it might take you a while to decide which one you 3 miles NW of  Hatfield off  the B653

quite recently, but there was a settlement here want to sample. An excellent range of coffees is also served G  Shaw’s Corner  J  Ayot Greenway

here along with plenty of other refreshments. 

before Julius Caesar’s invasion in 54BC. 

Abigails Tearoom can be found at the end of the charming Village Arcade and there is a large The most famous resident of  the village was Attacked and ruined by Boadicea (Boudiccea) tree-covered patio and garden area, perfect for al fresco dining. 

the playwright George Bernard Shaw, who lived in the 1st century, the city was rebuilt and here from 1906 until his death in 1950. It seems today the remains of  the walls, Britain’s only that while on a visit to the area looking for a Roman theatre (as distinct from an

DUSTY VIOLET

country home, he saw a headstone in the

amphitheatre) and a hypocaust can still be seen 14A George Street, St Albans, Hertfordshire  AL3 4ER

churchyard with the inscription, “Her time was in Verulamium Park. Also in the park is the Tel: 01727 811288

short”. The lady in question had in fact died at Verulamium Museum, where the story of

e-mail: info@dustyviolet.com

the age of  70, and Shaw thought that if  70 was everyday life in a Roman city is told; among website: www.dustyviolet.com

considered a short span of  years, this was the the displays are ceramics, mosaic floors, 

With a delightful range of carefully selected gifts, home place for him. The house in which he lived, personal possessions and room re-creations. 

accessories, soft furnishings and home fragrances, Dusty Shaw’s Corner (see panel on page 213), has Designated as a cathedral in 1877, St

Violet is a fantastic find in St Albans. Owned by Sharon been preserved by the National Trust as it was Albans Abbey was built on the site where

Onley the independent shop has plenty of ideas and inspirations for those stuck for a gift idea. 

in his lifetime and contains many literary and Alban, the first British martyr, was beheaded Many of the products on sale here are homemade and personal mementos of  the great Irish writer. All in AD303 for sheltering a Christian priest. 

all of them are selected with care from international, the plants in the lovely garden are pre-1950, Dating from the 11th century and built from national and local suppliers. Sharon is always looking for including phlomis, delphinium, agapanthus, flint and bricks taken from the Roman

new ideas, suppliers and products, so that there is always something new for her valued customers to see. Although allium, acanthus and aster. The ashes of  Shaw remains, the Cathedral has been added to and the emphasis is very much on quality she likes to keep and his wife Charlotte were scattered

altered in every century since. It was the prices accessible. The shop has a very good reputation in throughout the garden and around the six-foot-premier Abbey of  medieval England until its the area and many of Dusty Violet’s customers come square writing hut where GBS wrote most of monastic life ended in 1539, when all but the back every time they need a gift for somebody or a treat for themselves. It is one of only a few suppliers of Sid his famous works. Close by, just south of  Ayot Abbey Church and Gatehouse were destroyed. 

Dickens memory blocks in the UK, whilst also providing St Peter, runs Ayot Greenway, an attractive Among its many notable features, the medieval brands such as Abode Aroma, Bronte Tweeds, Heyland and Whittle, Hogben Pottery, Thomas Kent footpath, rich in flora, that follows part of  the paintings, said to be unique in Britain, are the and Newgate Clocks. Items can also be purchased from Dusty Violet’s website. 
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most interesting. In the nearby Church of  St Close to the peaceful and tranquil

former glory and is in full working order, nunnery known as Markyate Cell, became

HERTFORDSHIRE

Michael are the tomb and life-size monument Verulamium Park, on the banks of  the River powered by a large 1935 Crossley oil engine. 

famous as the home of  Lady Katherine

of  Lord Chancellor Francis Bacon (1561–

Ver, is Kingsbury Watermill, a wonderful

Open to the public on Sundays from March

Ferrers, the notorious highwaywoman of

1626), 1st Baron Verulam and Viscount St

16th-century mill that is built on the site of to October, and on other days for special

Nomansland Common near Sandridge, just

Albans, who lived in St Albans for the last five an earlier mill that was mentioned in the

events, the mill also sells its own stone-

north of  St Albans. Married as a teenager to years of  his life. The shrine of  St Alban is a Domesday Book. Beautifully restored, the

ground flour and bread. 

a man she did not like, Katherine found

beautiful structure of  carved Purbeck marble waterwheel is still turned by the river and escape and adventure by disguising herself  as made in 1308. It was restored in 1993. In

visitors can not only enjoy this idyllic setting, Around St Albans

a highwayman and holding up the coaches

2002, a bone believed to be of  St Alban was but also they can see the working milling

that plied the busy Watling Street. She kept given to the Cathedral by the Church of  St machinery and a collection of  agricultural both her disguise and her booty in a secret HARPENDEN

Pantaleon in Cologne. 

implements. 

room above the kitchen in the house. Famed 5 miles N of St Albans on A1081

In the town’s central market place stands the Two other museums in the town are well

and feared for her audacity, the ‘Wicked

Clock Tower, the only medieval town belfry in worth a visit. The Museum of  St Albans

B  Local History Centre  B  Railway Museum Lady’ always rode a jet-black horse. In her England, built between 1403 and 1412. 

relates the fascinating history of  the town The whole of  the town centre is now a

last hold-up she was mortally wounded but

Originally constructed as a political statement from Roman times through to the present day, conservation area and, in particular, the High managed to escape and reach her house, 

by the town, it asserted the citizens’ freedom and among the exhibits on show is the famous Street, is lined with many listed 17th and dying at the door of  her room. She was

and wealth in the face of  the powerful Abbey, Salaman collection of trade and craft tools 18th-century buildings. The Harpenden

buried quietly by her husband, who had her as the town was allowed to sound its own hours that is considered to be the finest in the Local History Centre is an ideal place to

room sealed in the hope that her secret

and ring the curfew bell. The original 15th-country. In St Albans Organ Museum

find out more about this charming old

would die with her. It did not. 

century bell, Gabriel, is still in place. 

visitors can enjoy the stirring sounds of  an agricultural community. As well as the small CHISWELL GREEN

amazing collection of  working mechanical

permanent collection, there are regularly

2 miles SW of St Albans on A414

musical instruments, which include two

changing themed exhibitions. The

theatre organs, musical boxes, the Mills self-E  The Royal National Rose Society Gardens Harpenden Railway Museum, a small

playing violin and reproducing pianos, all of private collection that was begun in 1963, This village is home to probably one of  the which have been lovingly restored. All the contains several thousand items of  railway biggest attractions in Hertfordshire, a site that most famous manufacturers are represented, memorabilia, many of  which originate from contains one of  the most important rose

including Mortier, Decap, Bursens, Wurlitzer the county (call 01582 713524). The ashes of collections in the world. The Royal National and Steinway. 

the comedian Eric Morecambe were scattered Rose Society Gardens can boast some

Two miles north of  St Albans, in the tiny in the garden of  remembrance next to the

30,000 rose trees and upwards of  1700

hamlet of  Redbournbury, is Redbournbury

Church of  St Nicholas. Every summer, 

varieties. It isn’t necessary to be a horticultural Mill, an 18th-century watermill that stands Harpenden hosts the Harpenden Highland

enthusiast to appreciate the sheer natural on the site of  a mill that was mentioned in Gathering, one of  the largest outside

beauty of  gorgeous displays such as the

the Domesday Book. Once owned by the

Scotland, featuring bagpipes, Highland

President’s Walk or the Queen Mother Rose

Abbey at St Albans, the mill was seized by dancing, Highland games and vintage cars. 

Garden, named after the garden’s original

the crown following the Dissolution of  the patron, which contains some of  the oldest Monasteries. In 1652, it was sold to an

MARKYATE

varieties of  rose, including Damask, Gallicas, ancestor of  the present Earl of  Verulam and 7 miles NW of  St Albans off  the A5

Albas and Portland. With the model gardens, stayed in his family until 1931 when it once Markyate’s narrow main street is part of  the the miniature roses, and the breathtaking

again became Crown property. Now back in

great Roman road, Watling Street, the route pergola, it would be difficult to exaggerate the private hands, this splendid mill, on the banks between London and Holyhead. A mansion

beauty of  this place, which really has to be of  the River Ver, has been restored to its in the village, built on the site of  a medieval visited to be appreciated. 

Clock Tower, St Albans
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LONDON COLNEY

sign: Be sober, do well, fear not, be vigilant. 

visible from the road, lies the mound of a HERTFORDSHIRE

Hemel Hempstead

3 miles SE of  St Albans off  the A414

The architect Nicholas Hawksmoor lived

Bronze Age barrow. 

B  Mosquito Aircraft Museum

near Shenley and is buried in the churchyard A  St Mary’s Church  A  Charter Tower

The Charter Tower, just inside one of

of  the neighbouring village of  Shenleybury. 

F  Snook’s Grave  J  Gadebridge Park

Gadebridge Park’s entrances, is reputed to be Among the interesting old buildings in this Here, too, is the grave of  the dashing racing the tower from whose upper window Henry

pleasant village on the River Colne is the late-This is a place with two distinct identities: the driver Graham Hill, who was killed in a flying VIII handed down Hemel Hempstead’s royal

Victorian All Saints Convent, which stands charming old town centred around the ancient accident at Arkley, three miles from Shenley. 

charter, but the tower was in fact built long within the former Colney Park. Begun in 1899

Church of  St Mary and tranquil Gadebridge after the charter was given. On the road close as an Anglican establishment, with a church ALDENHAM

Park; and the new town, one of  the first to be to the railway station is a curious stone tablet added in the 1920s, it was bought by the

6 miles S of St Albans on the B462

built following the Second World War, planned known as Snook’s Grave, marking the spot

Roman Catholic Church in 1973 as a pastoral J  

as an integrated series of  communities, each Country Park

where James Snook, a notorious highwayman, centre. A mile south of  London Colney, 

with its own individual centre. 

was hanged and buried. Thought to be the last aircraft enthusiasts will be in their element at The greatest feature of  Aldenham Country

Gadebridge Park is an extensive expanse

person in England to be taken back to the

the Mosquito Aircraft Museum, which is

Park, established in 1971 on what was

of  open parkland through which runs the

scene of his crime for the ultimate punishment, part of  the de Havilland Aircraft Heritage formerly Aldenham Common, is a large

River Gade. The park’s attractive walled

Snook was found guilty in 1802 of  robbing a Centre. It was here in 1940 that the first reservoir that was dug by hand by French

garden adjoins the High Street of  the old postboy and killing him in the process. 

Mosquito aircraft was built and taken by road prisoners of  war in the 1790s. Designed to town alongside the grounds of  St Mary’s, 

The village of  Bedmond, three miles

to the de Havilland airfield at Hatfield. In maintain the levels of  local rivers following the which is an outstanding example of  a large southeast of  Hemel Hempstead, was the

addition to the prototype Mosquito there is a building of  the Grand Union Canal, it is now Norman parish church. Its interior has

birthplace of  Nicholas Breakspear, the only collection of  other de Havilland planes, plus used for recreational purposes and also

remained essentially unchanged since it was British pope, who was elected in 1154 and

various engines and displays of  all kinds of supports a wealth of  wildfowl and plant life. 

completed in 1180. St Mary’s 200ft-high spire, took the name Adrian IV. 

aeronautical memorabilia. The museum is

Coarse fishing is available by permit. The park made of oak and lead and added in 1340, is located within the grounds of  moated

has a lakeside nature trail and woodland walks, believed to be the loftiest in Europe. 

Salisbury Hall (private). Built in the mid 1500s, and is home to several rare breeds of  domestic Around Hemel

Evidence of a settlement here long before

the house was modernised a century later in animals, including Longhorn cattle. Families the Norman Conquest can be found

Hempstead

order to provide a secluded but not too distant can have fun in Winnie the Pooh’s ‘100 Aker surprisingly close to the town’s industrial refuge for Charles II’s mistress, Nell Gwynne. 

Wood’, where the homes of  Pooh Bear, 

area. Protected by a fenced enclosure and

Christopher Robin, Piglet, Eyeore and Owl

KING’S LANGLEY

SHENLEY

have been re-created in association with the 2 miles S of Hemel Hempstead on the

5 miles SE of St Albans on B5378

Disney Corporation. 

A4251

A  Lock-Up

The home of  Ovaltine, the drink invented

A traditional country village with, at its in 1865 by a Swiss doctor called George

centre, two inns, a pond, the site of  a

Wander. His son Albert later took over the former pound for stray animals, and the

business. The King’s Langley canal-side

village lock-up. One of  several in

factory was built in 1912 and greatly

Hertfordshire, this Lock-Up is a brick

expanded subsequently. Local farms

beehive-shaped construction where the

produced eggs, barley, milk and malt for

village’s drunks and petty criminals were

the popular drink, and the factory even had locked up overnight before being brought

its own narrow boats on the Grand Union

before the magistrate the next day. On

Charter Tower & Walled Garden, 

Canal. One of these boats has been

Hemel Hempstead

either side of  the door is the warning

renovated and bears the name Albert. 

Aldenham Park
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HERTFORDSHIRE

BATTLERS GREEN FARM

Classic Framing  bespoke picture framing

Common Lane, Radlett, Hertfordshire  WD7 8PH

Professional picture framing of the highest quality offered in a variety of Tel:  01923 856551  Fax:  01923 857221

materials. 

Tel:  01923 853902

e-mail:  paul@battlersgreenfarm.co.uk

e-mail:  classicframing@tiscali.co.uk

website:  www.battlersgreenfarm.co.uk

Destiny Rising  holistics

‘The Gateway to Real Village Shopping’

Destiny Rising stocks sparkly crystals from all over the Battlers Green Farm Rural Shopping Village has grown since 1960 from a single farm planet, along with incense, salts, oils, candles, books, CDs shop (which is still going strong) to a dozen or so highly distinctive stores. With its and gifts. One section offers treatments, courses and tarot lovely farmland setting and ample free parking, the shopping village offers a unique and psychic readings. 

experience. 

Tel:  01923 852522

e-mail:  dsetinyshop@tiscali.co.uk

Aga  cookers and kitchenware

Suzanne Constantine Shoes  style in colour The Aga name has long been synonymous with good food and fine living. Its cookers are one of the world’s most Stylish, colourful ladies shoes for that special occasion, recognisable design icons and an Aga cooker is surprisingly crafted from the best quality leather and suede, with colours easy to own! 

for all seasons. Sizes 35-42 (43-44 to order). 

Tel:  01923 289726

Tel:  07751 692592

e-mail:  radlett@aga-rayburn.co.uk

e-mail:  Suzanne.constantine@houseofcolours.co.uk Andrew Brown  furnishings

Fired Earth  sanitaryware

An eclectic mix of classic, period and contemporary pieces A unique resource for people with a sense of individuality for the home. Centuries and styles mingle in what is and authenticity who want to create beautiful homes in their quintessentially a modern space created in an old barn, chosen style. Tiles, paints. Flooring for kitchens and dedicated to furnishings, architectural joinery and interior bathrooms. 

design. 

Tel:  01923 855382

Tel:  01923 856343

e-mail:  radlett@firedearth.com

e-mail:  info@andrewbrownhome.com

The Flower Grove  florists

Battlers Green Farm Shop  food & wine

Shoppers are invited to come and browse among the After 50 years, the Farm Shop remains the anchor of the beautiful displays, bouquets, bunches and plants, or enquire shopping village, a genuine original that stocks everything about the bespoke floral service for any special event. 

you might expect, and more. 

Tel:  01923 858377

Tel:  01923 856551

e-mail:  info@battlersgreenfarm.co.uk

The Loose Box  pet store

Brimarks Butchers  butchers of quality

Hertfordshire’s premier pet store supplies a range of high-quality food for all pets including many natural feedstuffs, An independent company that maintains the highest along with collars, leads. brushes, bowls and other standards of animal welfare and purity while providing accessories. 

top-quality meats. 

Tel:  01923 852616

Tel:  01923 853591

The Bull Pen  tearooms

Maine Sail  fishmongers

When visiting Battlers Green don’t forget to take a break in Daily supplies of the finest and freshest fish direct from the these attractive tearooms with their specious dining area sister company at Billingsgate. 

and traditional décor. 

Tel:  01923 853177

Tel:  01923 857505

e-mail:  info@mainesail.com

e-mail:  thebullpen@btinternet.com
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WATFORD

famous family are not the only people of note family lived at Tring Park and from here they were built between 1802 and 1839 to store

HERTFORDSHIRE

5 miles S of Hemel Hempstead on the A411

to be associated with the town. In St Mary’s exercised their influence over the town. 

water for the then Grand Junction (now

Church can be found the grave of  the

Perhaps their greatest gift to the town is the Grand Union) Canal, which reached its

A  Bedford Almshouses  B  Museum

grandfather of  the first US president, George Walter Rothschild Zoological Museum, now

summit close by. Declared a nature reserve in E  Cheslyn House

Washington, while the 17th-century Mansion the Natural History Museum at Tring, 

1955, this is a popular place for bird

Originally a country market town, Watford

House, designed by Sir Christopher Wren, 

one of the finest collections of stuffed

watchers,with a nature trail and a variety of was transformed in the 19th century by the was reputedly used by Nell Gwynne. 

mammals, birds, reptiles and insects in the trees and marshland flora. 

arrival of  the railway, which brought new The town’s narrow winding High Street, off UK. It includes examples of  several animals ALDBURY

industry and new building. Among the few

which lead little alleyways and courtyards, now extinct, and a model of  a dodo. The

2 miles E of  Tring off  A4251

earlier buildings to survive the rapid

contains many late-Victorian buildings, all collection was given to the nation by Lionel development are the five-gabled Bedford

designed by local architect William Huckvale. 

Walter, 2nd Baron Rothschild, on his death in E  Ashridge Estate

Almshouses, which date back to 1580, and

Of  particular note is the Market House, built 1937. An eccentric man with a great interest E  Ashridge Management College

the early 18th-century Fuller and Chilcott by public subscription in 1900 to

in natural history, Walter collected more than D  Bridgewater Monument

school. On the high street stands the splendid commemorate, albeit a little late, Queen

4000 rare and extinct species of  animals, Mansion House, once the offices of  the

Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee. A fine example of birds and reptiles. 

This picturesque village, with its green, pond, stocks, village shop, timber-framed houses and Benskin Brewery and now home to Watford

the Arts and Crafts style, so popular at the Tring’s focal point is The Square, 

parish church, dates back to Saxon times and Museum, where visitors can learn about the turn of  the century, the building was later remodelled in 1991 and featuring an ingenious is often used as a film location. There was industrial and social history of  the town. The converted into a fire station and today it serves Pavement Maze in the form of  a zebra’s head once a castle in the village that is said to have local brewing and printing industries feature as the town council chamber. 

– a tribute to Walter’s work. The town’s war disappeared in a flash of  light sometime

prominently, along with a tribute to Watford The old Silk Mill, first opened in 1824, 

memorial, unveiled in 1919, stands in The

during the 14th century. The story goes that Football Club. 

once employed over 600 people, but towards Square, as does the flint and Totternhoe stone the castle’s owner, Sir Guy de Gravade, in In the north of  the town, off  the A411

the end of  the 19th century the silk trade fell Church of  St Peter and St Paul. Dating chiefly league with the Devil, raised the dead from Hemel Hempstead road, Watford Council

into decline and Lord Rothschild ran the mill from the 15th century, this parish church

their graves and from them learned the secret manages the gardens at Cheslyn House. The

at a loss to protect his employees rather than contains some fine medieval carvings as well of  turning base metals into pure gold. One 3½-acre garden, “Watford’s Best Kept Secret”, see them destitute. Unable to carry on in this as 18th-century memorials. 

night a servant, having seen his master at has woodland, lawns, a bog garden, rock

fashion, the mill closed to the silk trade and, Extending south from close to the town

work, decided to experiment on his own; the garden, splendid herbaceous borders and an after losing some of its height, the building centre, Tring Park provides 300 acres of

results were disastrous, for the castle and all aviary, and is open from dawn to dusk every was converted into a generating station. 

excellent walking. 

the residents within were engulfed in a flash day except Christmas. 

From 1872 to the 1940s, the Rothschild

of  lightning. 

Around Tring

The village lies on the western boundary

Tring

MARSWORTH

A  St Mary’s Church  A  Mansion House

2 miles N of  Tring off  B489

B  Natural History Museum at Tring

J  Nature Reserve

A  Market House

Mentioned in the Domesday Book and

Situated on the edge of  the Chiltern Hills and situated on the banks of the Grand Union

on the banks of  the Grand Union Canal, Tring Canal, Marsworth was known as Mavvers to

is a bustling little market town whose character the canal people. The village is home to the has been greatly influenced by the Rothschild Tring Reservoirs National Nature Reserve

family. However, the members of  this rich and Tring Church

The Stocks, Aldbury

(see panel on page 224). The four reservoirs A  historic building  B  museum and heritage  C  historic site  D  scenic attraction  E  flora and fauna F  stories and anecdotes  G  famous people  H  art and craft  I  entertainment and sport  J  walks
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NORTHCHURCH

months after the Battle of  Hastings, accepted HERTFORDSHIRE

Tring Reservoirs

3 miles SE of  Tring on A4251

the British throne from the defeated Saxons. 

Wilstone, Hertfordshire HP23 4LN

J  

Shortly afterwards, William’s half-brother Grand Union Canal

website: www.tring.gov.uk/info/reserv.htm

Robert, Count of  Mortain, commenced work

On the south wall of  the Church of  St Mary When the Grand Junction Canal was built, 

on Berkhamsted Castle, which as a

is a memorial plaque to Peter the Wild Boy, between 1793 and the early 1800s, it opened precaution against the low lie of  the land was up the first cost-effective trading route

who is buried close to the porch. Found living surrounded by a double moat. The castle

between the new Industrial towns of the

wild in a wood near Hanover, Germany, in

entertained many distinguished visitors down Midlands and London’s markets and ports. 

1725, he was brought to this country by the the years: the Black Prince on honeymoon

Products were being mass-produced for the

royal family and entrusted to the care of  a with his bride Joan, the Fair Maid of  Kent; first time in history and the canals provided the farmer in this parish. He died in 1785 at an vital link between producers and customers. 

King John’s wife Isabel, besieged in 1216 by estimated age of  75. 

Black Country coal could be delivered cheaply the Barons; Thomas à Becket when he was

to London, making it affordable to poor

Though the full length of  the Grand

Lord Chancellor; Geoffrey Chaucer as Clerk families. Farmers could send their grain and livestock to the big cities, making farming a Union Canal towpath in Hertfordshire can

of  the Works. The castle was a place of

profitable business and reducing the fear of famine for city dwellers. 

be walked, the section of  canal from

considerable importance until at least the In the 1830s, new locks were dug alongside some of the existing locks to speed up boat Northchurch to Tring has been developed

15th century, although now all but ruined. 

traffic through busy sections of canal. Take a close look at the bridge at Startop’s End and with recreational use in mind. As well as the the dry dock at the Wendover Arm junction and you can see where these locks were One of  the most interesting of  the town’s attractive canal-side walk, there are numerous located. To calculate how many locks full of water to supply to the canal each day, the surviving ancient buildings is Dean John

maintenance and conservation projects to

Reservoir Attendant has to estimate the number of boats likely to cross the summit. This is Incent’s House, an impressive black and white based on the time of year and readings from automatic counters in the locks. The weather preserve this magnificent waterway and the timbered and jettied building in the main street must also be checked· on a sunny day as much as 25 mm (1 inch) of water can evaporate wealth of  wildlife and plant life found along opposite the 13th-century Church of  St Peter. 

from the summit pound. 

its banks. 

A notable feature of  this church is a window The Reservoirs are connected to Tringford Pumping Station by a network of dedicated to the poet William Cowper, who was underground, brick-lined passageways. Water flows through these, by gravity, to deep wells BERKHAMSTED

born at the local rectory in 1731. The town’s beneath the station. When the pumps are switched on, water rises up the wells, into the 4 miles SE of  Tring on the A4251

Wendover Arm Canal and then flows to the summit. Water is usually taken from Wilstone cultural connections reach modern times

A  Castle  A  Dean John Incent’s House

Reservoir first with Startop’s End as a back up. Tringford Reservoir is rarely used to avoid through an annual festival to Graham Greene, sudden drops in water level, which would disturb the wildlife and trout fishery. 

It was in this historic town – one of

son of  Berkhamsted School’s headmaster, and Hertfordshire’s five boroughs at the time of frequent visitor JM Barrie, creator of  Peter Pan. 

of  the Ashridge Estate, formerly part of  the Little Gaddesdon off the A4146, lie the 150

the Domesday Book – that William of

Berkhamsted lies in the Chilterns Area of

estate of  Lord Brownlow and now owned by

acres of  Ashridge Management College, 

Normandy, William the Conqueror, two

Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

the National Trust. With grounds and

90 acres of  gardens and the rest woodland. 

woodland extending to some 4000 acres on

Designed by Humphry Repton (he presented

the Hertfordshire-Buckinghamshire border, 

his Red Book to the 7th Earl of  Bridgewater this is a lovely place for walking and spotting in 1813), the gardens were actually laid out by the wealth of  local flora and fauna. The focal Sir Jeffrey Wyatville. Among the highlights are point of  the area is the Bridgewater

an Italian garden and fountain, a circular Monument, an impressive tower that was

rosarie, a large oak planted by Princess (later erected in memory of  the Duke of

Queen) Victoria, an avenue of  Wellingtonias, a Bridgewater, who was famous for his

Bible garden, a sunken garden once used as a pioneering work in the development of  canals. 

skating pond, and a grotto constructed from To the east of  Aldbury, a mile south of

Hertfordshire pudding-stone. 
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