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The  Country Living Guide to Rural England – Herefordshire  published by Travel Publishing in conjunction with  Country Living Magazine,  is one of a series of county-based digital travel guides covering England, which will be made available to readers free of charge through the  All About You website and through Travel Publishing’s own websites. 

The guides are based on the popular series of Country Living Guides to Rural England published in printed form which can be purchased through the  All About You  bookshop , Country Living Magazine, high street bookshops, internet retailers and Travel Publishing. 

This digital guide to Herefordshire is published in PDF format which means that you can browse the guide page by page or simply search for specific villages or towns (see pages 4 and 5). You can also print off individual pages of your choice if you are planning a visit to a particular area of Herefordshire or, alternatively, the whole of the digital guide. 

If you want more information on the places to see, stay, eat, drink or shop advertised in this guide all you need to do is click on the relevant website or e-mail address contained in the advertisement. 

We do hope you like using this version of the  Country Living rural guide and that it helps you enjoy exploring Herefordshire. We are always interested in receiving comments on places covered (or not covered) in our guides so please do not hesitate to give us your considered comments by e-mailing us on

 info@travelpublishing.co.uk. 

For more information on other titles in the Country Living Rural Guide series or any other Travel Publishing titles (printed or digital) or to buy a printed guide please visit the  All About You website on  www.allaboutyou.com/countryliving

or one of the Travel Publishing websites -  www.travelpublishing.co.uk and

 www.findsomewhere.co.uk. 
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LOCATOR MAP

Herefordshire

Newcastle

o C u
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Stanton

“Wherever one goes, there will not be a mile

Lacy

provided late summer work for thousands of

Cleobury

Marlow
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Cleehill

Mortimer

New

that is visually unrewarding.” Sir Nikolaus

pickers, mainly from the Black Country and

Knucklas

Invention

Bewdley

Ludlow

Leintwardine

Pevsner was clearly impressed, and today’s

south Wales. The industry is considerably

Overton

Knighton

Mamble

Stourport-

Adforton

visitors will also find delights at every turn in

smaller now, and mechanisation has greatly

on-Severn

Richard's

Bleddfa

the rolling landscape, the pretty villages and

reduced the need for manual labour. The

Castle

Abberley

Whitton

Woofferton

Tenbury

Wells

Ombersley

the charming market towns. Herefordshire

poles and wires used to support the hops are

Presteigne

Ashton

Upper

Leysters

had few natural resources, so the industrial

a less common sight, but they can still be

Shobdon

Sapey

New Radnor

High Lane

Martley

scars that spoil many counties are mercifully

seen, along with the occasional kiln for

Titley

Leominster Kimbolton

Hallow

Pembridge

absent; the beauty and peace remain relatively

drying the hops - the Herefordshire

Walton

Knightwick

Llanfihangel-

Kington

Worcester

intact, and motorists will generally find traffic-

equivalent of  Kent’s oast houses. Sheep and

nant-Melan

Bromyard

Birley

Hope-under-

Broadwas

Dinmore

free roads. Apples and hops are the traditional

cattle are a familiar sight; Hereford cattle are

Acton

Newchurch

Weobley

Green

crops of  Herefordshire, and the cider industry

found in many parts of  the world, 

Whitney-


HEREFORDSHIRE

Storridge


Bishop's Frome

on-Wye

is still a thriving one. The days when almost

particularly on the American continent. 

Sutton

Willersley

Yazor

St Nicholas

every farm produced its own cider are long

Industry was never developed to any great

Stretton

Great Malvern

Sugwas

White

gone, but many of  the old mills are preserved

Upton

extent in the county, partly through the

Hay-on-

Stone

Staplow

upon Severn

Wye

on the farms or in museums. Large areas (over remoteness of the location and the poverty of Glasbury

Peterchurch

Dormington

Madley

Hereford

9,500 acres) of  the county are given over to

Three

communications, and the visible traces of  its

Mordiford

Ledbury

Cocks

Hollybush

Allensmore

cider orchards, and 63 million gallons of cider

heritage are confined largely to castles (this is

Turnastone

Kingstone

Fownhope

are produced here each year - well over half

Callow

Border territory) and churches. The castles

Talgarth

Much Birch

Dymock

Yatton

the UK total. The Cider Museum in Hereford

were mainly of  the straightforward motte and

Ewyas

Harold

Wormbridge

Staunton

is a good starting point for taking the Cider

bailey variety, the motte being a tower-topped

Pontrilas

Llanthony

Llandinabo

Newent

Route, which tours the Herefordshire

earthen mound surrounded by a small court, 

Grosmont

countryside and includes more than a dozen

Llanvihangel

St Weonards

the bailey a larger yard with the stables and

Crucorney

Ross-on-Wye

Skenfrith

cider-makers. 

Crickhowell

Huntley Gloucester

workshops and accommodation. Skirmishes

Whitchurch

Llangynidr

Mitcheldean

In western Herefordshire perry is

with the Welsh were a common occurrence for

Llanvetherine

Westbury 

Abergavenny

upon Severn

Cinderford

something of  a speciality, It is made in a

many centuries, and one of  the county’s best-

Monmouth

similar way to cider but with pears instead of

known landmarks, Offa’s Dyke, was built in

apples. Hops have been cultivated in the

the 8th century as a defence against the Welsh

county since the 16th century and once

marauders. 

Towns and Villages
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Kinnersley
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St Weonards
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Wilton
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Fownhope
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Hope under Dinmore pg 34
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Stanford Bishop

pg 34

Woolhope
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Bromyard

pg 32

Garway
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Kilpeck

pg 24

Mortimer’s Cross

pg 40

Sutton St Nicholas

pg 32

Yarpole
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Dilwyn

pg 48

Goodrich

pg 7

Kimbolton
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the leisured classes enjoyed the Wye Tour, a

above sea level at a point where the river

in a commanding position above the Wye. Built

HEREFORDSHIRE

South Herefordshire

highly agreeable alternative to the European

performs a long and majestic loop. Also on

of red sandstone in the 11th century by Godric

Grand Tour, and three centuries later the car, 

the Symonds Yat walkabout is a massive

Mapplestone, the castle is now ruined but still

The River Wye rises in the Plynlimon

train and bicycle have brought the charm of

boulder measuring 60 feet by 40 feet, one of

magnificent. It was the last bastion to fall in the

mountains east of  Aberystwyth, near the spot

the valley within the reach of  all. 

the largest in the country. 

Civil War, attacked by ‘Roaring Meg’, a siege

where the Severn also has its source. The Wye

enters England by Hay-on-Wye and winds its

Other entertainment in the area is

gun cast in Whitchurch that could hurl a 200lb


SYMONDS YAT

way through some of  the most delightful

provided by the Amazing Hedge Puzzle

ball and which can now be seen in Hereford. 

 5 miles NE of  Monmouth off  the A40

scenery in the whole land, changing mood and

devised by brothers Lindsay and Edward

The siege lasted four and a half  months and

 and B4164

direction from time to time and finally joining

Heyes to celebrate Queen Elizabeth’s 1977

marked the end of  the castle’s ‘working life’. 

its original neighbour at the Severn Estuary. 

C  Seven Sisters Rock    C  Caves

Jubilee. On the same site is a museum of

English Heritage maintains the ruins, and the

The whole of  its length offers great touring

E  Jubilee Park    I  Amazing Hedge Puzzle

mazes and a puzzle shop with the largest

12th-century keep and elements from the

and walking country, and the Wye Valley Walk, 

collection of  puzzle games in the UK. Also

following two centuries are well worth a visit, 

Travelling upstream, a journey through the

waymarked with the logo of  the leaping

in the Jubilee Park is a garden centre with

either to walk the ramparts or just to imagine

southern part of  the county starts at the

salmon, follows the river closely for 112 miles, 

an extensive range of  plants plus garden

the glorious sight it once presented. The

beauty spot of  Symonds Yat, an inland resort

almost half  of  which are in Herefordshire. 

furniture and a gift shop. The church in

Castle is open daily from April to 1

to which visitors flock to enjoy the views, the

The valley was designated an Area of

Symonds Yat, built in the 14th century, is

November, Wednesday to Sunday at other

walks, the river cruises, the wildlife (peregrine

Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) in 1971, 

dedicated to St Dubricius, a local who

times. 

falcons nest at Coldwell Rocks), the history

and the river itself  was the first to be

converted the area to Christianity and who, 

Torwood, near Whitchurch, is an interesting

and the adventure. Into the last category fall

recognised as a Site of Special Scientific

according to legend, crowned King Arthur. 

cottage garden by the village school, 

canoeing - rushing down the Wye gorge south

Interest (SSSI). The salmon logo is, of  course, 

In 1993 Symonds Yat provided the

specialising in shrubs, conifers and herbaceous

of  the village - and rock climbing. Symonds

wholly appropriate, as the Wye is a Mecca for

backdrop for the film  Shadowlands  starring

plants. Private visits welcome. 

Yat (yat means gap) is divided into east and

anglers. In the 18th century, artists, poets and

Anthony Hopkins and Debra Winger and

west by the Wye, with no vehicular bridge at


GOODRICH

based on the life of  CS Lewis and his wife. 

that point. Pedestrians can

 6 miles NE of  Monmouth off  the A40

make use of  the punt ferry, 


WHITCHURCH

Goodrich village is notable for the landmark

pulled across the river by

 4½ miles NE of  Monmouth off  the A40

14th-century broach spire of  its parish

chain, but the journey by car is

A  Goodrich Castle    E  Zoo

church. The vicar at a critical point in the

4.5 miles. Walking in the area

is an endless delight and, at

At Symonds Yat West, close to the village of

Civil War was one Thomas Swift, grandfather

The Biblins, a swaying

Whitchurch, the Wye Valley Butterfly Zoo

of  Jonathan Swift, author of   Gulliver’s Travels. 

suspension bridge provides

gives visitors the chance to experience the

This staunch royalist hid some of  the

vertiginous thrills across the

warmth of  a tropical hothouse with

church’s treasures, including a superb silver

river. Notable landmarks

butterflies flitting freely about their heads. 

chalice, from the marauders and, it is said, 

include the Seven Sisters

See them fly, hatch, court, lay eggs, display

sewed 300 pieces of gold into his waistcoat

Rocks, a collection of oolitic

their colours and sup nectar from the

to take to the king. 

limestone crags; Merlin’s

fragrant tropical plants. Open daily


WELSH NEWTON

Cave; King Arthur’s Cave, 

throughout the year. A little further up, just

 4 miles N of Monmouth on the A466

where the bones of

off  the A40, is Kerne Bridge, a settlement

mammoths and other

that grew around a bridge built in 1828, 

The village lies right on the A466, and just off

prehistoric creatures have been

where coracles are still made, and from where it stands Pembridge Castle, now a private found; Coldwell Rocks and Yat

the energetic walker can hike to the historic

house. In the village churchyard of  St Mary

The River Wye from Yat Rock

Rock itself, rising to 500 feet

and majestic Goodrich Castle, which stands

the Virgin lies the body of  John Kemble, a

A  historic building     B  museum     C  historic site     D  scenic attraction     E  flora and fauna F  stories and anecdotes     G  famous people     H  art and craft     I  entertainment and sport     J  walks
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Roman Catholic who was executed in 1679


SKENFRITH

Grinling Gibbons. The Court has for many

of  night in an effort to avoid panicking the

HEREFORDSHIRE

for daring to hold a mass in the castle. A

 7 miles NW of Monmouth on the B4521

centuries been the home of the Scudamore

populace. Notable features in the church

plain slab commemorates the martyr, who

family, one of  whose number married

include 15th-century stained glass figures and

A  Skenfrith Castle

was 80 years of  age when he met his violent

Owen Glendower. 

a tomb chest with effigies of William Rudhall, 

end. Several more castles along the River

A drive or an energetic walk takes in the

Attorney General to Henry Vlll and founder

Monmow are further reminders that this

remains of  Skenfrith Castle (the round tower

is an impressive sight), an ancient mill and the

Ross-on-Wye

of  the almshouses, and his wife. Pride of  place

pretty part of  the world was once a very

in the market square goes to the 17th-century

turbulent one. 

Church of St Bridget, dating, like the castle, 

A  Market House    I  Festival

Market House, with an open ground floor and

from the 12th and 13th centuries. All in the

pillars supporting the upper floor, which is a


ST WEONARDS

tiny village of  Skenfrith! 

The lovely old market town of  Ross-on-Wye is Heritage Centre. Spot the relief of Charles ll 9 miles N of Monmouth on the A466

signalled from some way off  by the towering

on the east wall. 


GARWAY

spire of  St Mary’s Church, surrounded up on

B  Violette Szabo GC Museum

Among the many other interesting buildings

 9 miles NW of  Monmouth on a minor road

its sandstone cliffs by a cluster of  attractive

in Ross is Thrushes Nest, once the home of

This little hilltop village is named after an

A  Dovecote    D  Garway Hill

houses. Opposite the church is a row of

Sir Frederick Burrows, a railway porter who

obscure Welsh saint who is portrayed in early-

Tudor almshouses, which have an ancient yet

Marvellous views from the wild and remote

rose in life to become the last Governor of

16th century stained glass in the church named

ageless look and show off  the beauty of the

Garway Hill take in the river valley, the Forest Bengal. Opposite Market House stands the

after him. Most of  the church is of  the same

rosy-red sandstone to great effect. The town

of  Dean beyond Symonds Yat to the east, and

half-timbered house (now shops) of  the

period, but a 13th-century doorway in the

was visited by the Black Death in 1637, and

the Black Mountains. The church at Garway

town’s greatest benefactor, John Kyrle. A

porch has survived. 

over 300 victims are buried in the churchyard. 

was built by the Knights Templar and the

wealthy barrister who had studied law at the

About three miles north of  St Weonards, 

A simple stone cross commemorates these

influences from the Holy Sepulchre in

Middle Temple, Kyrle settled in Ross around

at Wormelow Tump, the Violette Szabo GC

hapless souls, who were interred in the dead

Museum celebrates the bravery of  the young Jerusalem can clearly be seen. During the Herefordshire woman who was parachuted

purges of  Henry VIII’s reign, the Abbot of


PARKFIELDS GALLERY

into Nazi-occupied France to work with the

Monmouth was one of  many who sought

refuge in the church tower. The most unusual

 4 High Street, Ross-on-Wye  HR9 5HL

maquis. While trying to save a key agent, 

 Tel:  01989 565266

using a sten gun single-handed, she was

building in Garway is undoubtedly the famous

 e-mail:  info@parkfieldsgallery.co.uk

captured, imprisoned, tortured and shot in

Dovecote, the first of  several to be mentioned website: www.parkfieldsgallery.co.uk

January 1945. The 1950s film  Carve Her Name  in this guide. Built in the 1300s (probably the Set in picturesque Ross-on-Wye, Parkfields Gallery exhibits With Pride, with Virginia McKenna in the title work of  the same good knights) it stands in a a diverse and extensive range of high quality art and

farmyard next to the church and has precisely

contemporary craft by both local and nationally renowned role, tells her dramatic story. The museum, 

666 pigeonholes. 

makers. Work on display ranges from paintings, prints, opened in June 2000, contains memorabilia

ceramics, glassware and sculpture to jewellery, designer of  this remarkable woman and is open on


GROSMONT

textiles and superb handmade furniture. 

Wednesdays from April to October, other

 12 miles NW of Monmouth on the B4347

The changing exhibition programme, with a new, 

times by appointment (01981 540477/

themed, multi-media exhibition every six weeks, ensures In the village of  Grosmont lies another castle

there is always something different to view!  With a

540328). 

welcoming, friendly atmosphere, visitors are encouraged to with impressive remains, and another

browse and enjoy the diversity of work on display. 


LLANROTHAL

interesting church, this one dedicated to St

Parkfields Gallery is happy to organise special

 6 miles NW of  Monmouth off  the A466

Nicolas of Myra. 

commissions from the makers and operates the Own Art

A little way beyond Grosmont is

interest free Art Buyers Credit Scheme.  A framing service Standing in isolation at the end of  a lane by

is also available. 

the river is the Church of  St John the Baptist, 

Kentchurch Court, a one-time border castle

Parkfields Gallery is open Mon- Sat 10am-5pm – a warm welcome awaits you. 

built in the 12th and 13th centuries and

rebuilt by John Nash around 1800 and

Directions: In the centre of Ross is the Market House; walk up the High Street for approx 200yds. 

restored from almost total ruin in the 1920s. 

featuring some splendid wood carvings by

Parkfields Gallery is opposite Lloyds TSB bank. 
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each August and grows in stature year


YATTON

rather sombre stone colour, but was then

HEREFORDSHIRE

by year. In and around Ross are several

 5 miles NE of Ross on the A449

loaned for an exhibition of  Chaucer’s London

examples of modern public art, 

and was repainted in his original colours. The

In a remote farmyard setting off  the B4224, 

including leaping salmon metal

Great Marcle Yew is a talking point among

Yatton Chapel, disused for many years, is a

sculptures (Edde Cross Street) and a

all visitors to the village - its massive trunk has

simple little church with a 12th-century

mural celebrating the life of  locally-

been hollowed out, allowing up to eight

doorway, a wooden belfry, agricultural floor

born playwright Dennis Potter. At

people to enjoy cosy comfort on the bench

and largely unplastered walls. 

Ross-on-Wye Candlemakers in

inside. 

Gloucester Road  are a shop and


MUCH MARCLE

A short distance north of  Much Marcle, 

workshop showing the manufacture of

 7 miles NE of Ross on the A449

Hellens is an untouched Tudor/Stuart house

all types of  candles, with evening

set in 15 acres of  grounds with coppices, 

A  Church    A  Hellens    E  Westons Cider Mill

demonstrations and group visits

lawns and fishponds. The house contains a

B  Cider Museums    E  Great Marcle Yew

by appointment. 

wealth of  period furnishings and decorations, 

E  Newbridge Farm Park

fine paintings, miniatures and artefacts. 

This is Big Apple Country, with major cider

Closer to Ledbury, on the A4172 at Little

Around Ross-on-

connections in the shape of  Westons Cider

Marcle, is Newbridge Farm Park, where

Wye

Mill and Lyne Down Farm, where traditional

families can enjoy a day out on the farm in the

methods of  making cider and perry are still

company of  a large assortment of  friendly

WESTON-UNDER-PENYARD

employed. Among the many attractions are

farm animals (01531 670780). 

 2 miles E of Ross on the A40

free cider tasting, the Bottle Museum, a


LEDBURY

wetland nature reserve, the award-winning

D  Hope Mansell Valley    D  Forest of Dean

 10 miles NE of Ross on the A449

Henry Weston Courtyard Garden, a traditional

Market House, Ross-on-Wye

Leave the A40 at Weston Cross to

and rare breeds farm park, shire horse dray

A  Barrett Browning Institute    A  Market House

Bollitree Castle (a folly), then turn left

rides and a tea room. Open daily; tours start

A  Church    A  Eastnor Castle

to Rudhall and you’ll come upon Kingstone

every day at 11am, 12.30pm and 2.30pm (free

1660 and dedicated the rest of his life to

A  How Caple Court B  Butchers Row Museum

Cottages, whose delightful informal gardens

samples for adults!). The Church of  St

philanthropic works: he donated the town’s

B  Heritage Centre    B  Painted Room

contain the National Collection of old pinks

Bartholomew is notable for some superb

main public garden, The Prospect; he repaired

and carnations. Private visits welcome. 

tombs and monuments, amongst them an

A classic market town filled with timber-

St Mary’s spire; he provided a constant supply

South of  Weston lies Hope Mansell

effigy of  Much Marcle’s ‘Sleeping Beauty’. The framed black-and-white buildings, mentioned of  fresh water; and he paid for food and

Valley, tucked away between the River Wye

well-preserved effigy portrays Blanche

in the Domesday Book as Ledeberge and

education for the poor. Alexander Pope was as and the Forest of Dean, and certainly one of Mortimer, daughter of  the 1st Earl of  March, 

accorded its market status in the 12th century. 

impressed as anyone by this benefactor, 

the loveliest and most fertile valleys in the

who died in 1347. As was customary at that

The centre of  the town is dominated by the

penning these lines some time after the great

region. It is an area of  wooded hills and

time, the effigy depicts her as aged around 30

Barrett Browning Institute of  1892, erected

man died in 1724 at the age of  87:

spectacular views, of  farms and small

– the supposed age at which Christ was

in memory of  the poet Elizabeth Barrett

 Rise, honest Muse, and sing the Man of  Ross, 

settlements, with the tiny village of  Hope

crucified – suggesting the possibility of

Browning, whose family lived at nearby

 Health to the sick and solace to the swain, 

Mansell itself  at the far end. The Forest of

marriage to Him in Heaven. 

Colwall. Alongside it are the almshouses of

 Whose causeway parts the vale in shady rows, 

Dean, over the border in Gloucestershire, is

The church contains another striking figure, 

St Katherine’s Hospital, founded in 1232 for

 Whose seats the weary traveller repose, 

a vast and ancient woodland full of  beauty

a rare painted wooden effigy, carved from

wayfarers and the poor. Church Lane, much in

 Who taught that heav’n directed spire to rise? 

and mystery, with signs of  an Iron Age

solid oak, which is thought to be the likeness

demand for calendars and as a location for

 ‘The Man of  Ross’, each lisping babe replies. 

settlement. Later a royal hunting ground, and

of  a 14th-century landowner called Walter de

film scenes, is a cobbled medieval street where

The Ross International Festival of  music, 

the home of  charcoal-burners and shepherds, 

Helyon. Up until the 1970s he was painted a

some of the buildings seem almost to meet

opera, theatre, comedy and film takes place

it became the first National Forest Park. 

across the street. In the Heritage Centre, in a A  historic building     B  museum     C  historic site     D  scenic attraction     E  flora and fauna F  stories and anecdotes     G  famous people     H  art and craft     I  entertainment and sport     J  walks
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timber-framed former grammar school, 

by Westmacott, Flaxman and Thornycroft, and

HEREFORDSHIRE


WYEBRIDGE INTERIORS

visitors can learn about Ledbury’s past, John

bullet holes in the door - the scars of the

 26 High Street, Ledbury, 

Masefield and Elizabeth Barrett Browning, 

Battle of  Ledbury. The town’s history has in

 Herefordshire  HR8 1DS

and try their hand at timber framing. Opposite general been fairly placid, but its peace was Tel: 01531 634102

the Heritage Museum is the Butchers Row

broken with a vengeance in April 1645, when

 e-mail: info@presentsR4U.com

Museum, a tiny museum depicting Victorian

Royalist troops under Prince Rupert surprised

 website: www.presentsR4U.com

life. The house used to stand in the middle of

a Roundhead advance from Gloucester. In the

 “A wonderful range of designer

the High Street but was demolished in about

fierce fighting that followed there were many

 led gifts for every occasion at

1830. It was re-erected in 1979 in Church

deaths, and 400 men were taken prisoner. 

 affordable prices.” 

Lane by the Ledbury & District Society. Also

Annual events at Ledbury include a poetry

in Church Lane is the 16th-century Painted

festival in July, a street carnival in August and a

Wyebridge Interiors incorporating

Room with unique Tudor wall paintings. 

Wyebridge 2 and PresentsR4U.com

hop fair in the autumn. Among the famous

is situated in our shop in Ledbury

The town’s symbol is the Market House, 

sons of  the town is one of  our most

High Street, Herefordshire. Ledbury is in the heart of the beautiful English countryside and central dating from about 1650 and attributed to John

distinguished Poets Laureate, John Masefield, 

to the Malvern Hills, Gloucester, the Cotswolds, Hereford, the Wye Valley and the proximate Abel, the royal carpenter. Another notable

born in 1878 in a house called The Knapp. 

Welsh Marches and Leominster. 

“We specialise in all aspects of Designer led interior furnishings including: furniture, pictures, landmark is the Norman parish Church of  St

William Langland, who wrote Piers Plowman, 

lighting, mirrors, soft furnishing, cushions, fabrics, and paints. Our fashion accessories include: Michael and All Angels, with a soaring 18th- was born in 1332 in nearby Colwall. The town jewellery , handbags, scarves and gloves. A complete range of original and high quality gifts and century spire set on a separate 13th-century

is a great place for walking and, on the

presents are to be found on the website as well as in the Ledbury shop. We also offer a tower, a golden weather vane, some

fringes, nature-lovers will find plenty to

comprehensive wedding list service. The utmost care is taken in obtaining the best quality products from our diverse range of international craftsmen and suppliers. You can source fabrics and magnificent medieval brasses, fine monuments delight in Dog Hill Wood, Frith Wood and wallpapers at Chelsea Harbour and then order through us. Our friendly staff are always ready to assist be it in the shop or on the telephone.” 

In 1987 Mary Pytel set up Wyebridge interiors in Hereford. With her background in antiques, THE VELVET BEAN

decorative textiles and an art school training, the business quickly became Herefords leading Church Lane, Ledbury, Herefordshire  HR8 1DH

interior design showroom. In 1997, Mary branched out, opening another shop in the thriving market town of Ledbury in the High Street. Wyebridge 2 is now a successful home interiors, Tel:  01531 634744

accessories and gift shop, offering a sophisticated blend of unusual artefacts and attracting a wide e-mail:  shop@thevelvetbeanchocolates.co.uk

range of customers and clients from many parts of the world. 

 website:  www.thevelvetbeanchocolates.co.uk

Walenty Pytel is internationally renowned as Europe’s leading metal sculptor of birds & beasts Located in the heart of Ledbury lies a treat for chocolate lovers and his sculptures can be viewed on the shop website. One of his best known public works is the everywhere. Ben and Melissa Boyle’s The Velvet Bean is a small yet majestic jubilee fountain standing under Big Ben at the Houses of Parliament. 

delightful chocolate shop. The first thing you’ll notice upon entering the shop is the wonderful comforting aroma of chocolate. You could get your chocolate fix just breathing in the chocolate fumes. 

Irresistibly delicious chocolate of the finest quality and the most unique flavours are hand-crafted by Ben and Melissa at their home just outside Ledbury. 

Using only premium ingredients from around the world, such as the finest Belgium chocolate, local Herefordshire cream and local liquors, Ben and Melissa have created an extensive range of handmade mouth-watering dark, white and milk chocolates, pralines and truffles to choose from. They do like to indulge themselves and their customers, so they are always experimenting with new flavours and fillings, you’ll always find something new to try when you visit them in store. The Velvet Bean’s chocolates make great gifts for loved ones and you can now order them from the online shop! 
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Conigree Wood, as well as on Wellington

including a library in Italian Renaissance style

HEREFORDSHIRE


JOHN NASH INTERIORS

Heath and along the Old Railway Line. 

containing a treasure house of paintings and

 18 High Street, Ledbury, 

Two-and-a-half  miles outside Ledbury on

tapestries, and a spectacular Gothic drawing

 Herefordshire  HR8 1DS

room designed by Pugin. The grounds, part

 Tel:  01531 635714

the A438 towards Tewkesbury stands

of  which are a Site of  Special Scientific

 Fax:  01531 635050

Eastnor Castle, overlooking the Malvern

 e-mail:  enquiries@johnnash.co.uk

Hills. This fairytale castle, surrounded by a

Interest, are home to a wonderful variety of

 website:  www.johnnash.co.uk

deer park, arboretum and lake, has the look

flora and fauna, and throughout the year the

John Nash Interiors specialise in antiques

of  a medieval fortress but was actually built

castle is the scene of  special events. The

and bespoke interior design for commercial

between 1812 and 1824 and is a major

arboretum contains the finest collection of

and private property. Owners John Nash & 

example of  the great Norman and Gothic

cedars in Britain. 

Louis Calleja are known all over Great Britain

architectural revival of  the time. The first

The Edwardian gardens at How Caple

and Europe for their high standard of

workmanship and unrivalled knowledge of

Earl Somers wanted a magnificent baronial

Court, set high above the Wye in park and

antiques. John’s specialist knowledge and contacts contribute to the unique selection of antiques castle and, with the young and inspired

woodland, are magnificent indeed, with

and collector’s items that can be found in the shop. John also sources individual pieces for clients, architect Robert Smirke in charge, that’s

formal terraces, yew hedges, statues, pools, a

shipping both large and small items abroad on a regular basis. Louis and his design team work closely with their clients, carefully interpreting clients instructions, and at the same time, providing exactly what he got. The combination of

sunken Florentine water garden and

innovative working solutions for required criteria on both domestic and commercial projects. 

inherited wealth and a judicious marriage

woodland walks. How Caple’s medieval

The fabric showroom houses from over seventy different designers/suppliers, in addition, an enabled the Earl to build a family home to

Church of  St Andrew and St Mary contains a

extensive range of flooring and lighting products guarantee that every aspect of a project has impress all his contemporaries. The interior is priceless 16th-century German diptych access to the most comprehensive and current range of products and materials. John Nash Interiors is the oldest business in Ledbury and offers the most stylish and contemporary interior excitingly beautiful on a massive scale: a vast

depicting, among other subjects, the

design service outside of London. 

60ft hall leads into a series of state rooms

martyrdom of  St Clare and St Francis, and


CELEBRATIONS

 Tudor House, 17c The High Street, Ledbury, 

 Herefordshire  HR8 1DS

 1 High Street, Ledbury, Herefordshire  HR8 1DS

 Tel:  01531631044    website:  www.husandhem.co.uk Tel:  01531 634566

 e-mail:  celebrations@ledbury.hotmail.com

Situated in the heart of Ledbury town centre, Celebrations is an Aladdin’s Cave of gifts, local crafts and greetings cards. It is owned and run by Melissa and Ben Boyle, who moved to Ledbury from the Home Counties after falling in love with the area while visiting relatives. They have revamped the shop and introduced many new lines, with

an amazing variety of gifts for all the family to suit every pocket. There’s a fabulous range of toiletries from Norfolk Lavender, collectable mugs and plates, toys, games, 

gizmos and teddies, and locally made craftware includes baskets and blankets, picture frames, preserves, cards for all occasions and much, much more. The shop also

stocks a wide selection of souvenirs with a Ledbury, Malvern & Herefordshire theme. Celebrations is open from 9 to 5 Monday to Saturday

Melissa and Ben also own the Velvet Bean, a delightful shop in the same building (just round the corner in Church Lane) selling a mouthwatering selection of chocolates made by hand not far from the shop. The Velvet Bean (Tel: 01531 634744) is open from 10 to 5 Monday to Friday and from 10 to 4 on Saturday. 
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Mary Magdalene washing

HEREFORDSHIRE


GURNEYS BUTCHERS

the feet of Christ. 

 12 High Street, Ledbury, Herefordshire  HR8 1DS

 Tel: 01531 632526


BROCKHAMPTON

Ledbury is a fine old market town with some interesting buildings and 5 miles N of  Ross off  the

some excellent shops. It’s well worth taking time for a stroll around B4224

the town, and for many of the locals a regular visit to Gurneys Butchers is high on the agenda. Paul Gurney has been working in the A  Church    J  Marcle Ridge

shop since he was 14, learning the traditional values of his trade, and now as the owner he still holds to the essentials of good produce and The Church of  All Saints is

great customer service. Paul and his

one of  only two thatched

staff know their trade and they also

churches in the country and

know their customers, and the people of

Ledbury and the surrounding area have responded with their loyal dates from 1902, designed by

custom over the years. 

William Lethaby, who had

All the meat in Paul’s spotless shop is sourced locally, including close ties with Westminster

prime cuts and joints of beef, lamb and pork, free-range chickens Abbey, and built by Alice

and seasonal game. The beef is hung for 21 days to ensure Foster, a wealthy American, 

Tudor Gatehouse, Brockhampton

maximum flavour and tenderness, and Gurneys cures its own bacon and produces sausages in a variety of flavours that change regularly. 

as a memorial to her parents. 

Local producers are given due credit on a blackboard outside the The Norfolk thatch is not the only unusual

workshop from Burne-Jones designs. 

shop: recently featured were John Bishop (beef and lamb from aspect here, as the church also boasts stained

This is, like so much of the county, great

Colwall) and Chris Tindle (Gloucester Old Spot pork from Upton Bishop). The shop also sells a selection of cooked meats, pies, eggs glass made in the Christopher Whall studios

walking country, with the Marcle Ridge and

and dairy products. 

and tapestries from the William Morris

the 500ft Woolhope Dome nearby. 

THE WOODHOUSE FARM COTTAGES


TOM DICKINS FINE ART

 Staplow, Ledbury, Herefordshire  HR8 1NP

 Upper Eggleton Court, Stretton Grandison, 

 Tel:  01531 640030

 nr Ledbury, Herefordshire  HR8 2TR

 e-mail:  sue@thewoodhousefarm.co.uk

 Tel:  01531 670080   Fax:  01531 670081

 website:  www.thewoodhousefarm.co.uk

 e-mail:  sales@tomdickins.co.uk

Winners – Self-Catering Holiday of the year 2009 – England. 

 website:  www.tomdickins.co.uk

Located just outside the ancient town of Ledbury sit The Tom Dickins Fine Art is the home, workplace and Woodhouse Farm Cottages, surrounded by apple orchards and studio of the illustrator, sculptor and fine artist

in an outstandingly beautiful part of the most unspoilt county in Minter-Kemp and her husband Tom Dickins. 

England. Nestled in this Herefordshire haven are three stunning properties available to let that Best-known for her humorous greetings cards, 

guarantee luxury in rural surroundings. There is a choice between Barn Croft, which sleeps six in a which sell all around the world, Minter-Kemp

spacious and sunny stone barn conversion opening onto picturesque gardens complete with moat; paints portraits, oil paintings and watercolours as well as The Wainhouse, a beautifully converted wagon store with pretty brick arches overlooking a  stone-producing bronze sculpture. She is unusually versatile. 

flagged terrace, sleeping two; and The Woodhouse, a Grade 11 Star Listed building,  a medieval The showroom downstairs offers you the opportunity to

hall-house, lovingly restored from the 1430s with traditional methods and materials, sleeping six to buy her cards (including the charity Christmas card range sold eight people. There really is little description that can do these properties justice; the elegant in aid of Breast Cancer Haven) as well as prints, bone china combination of fine furniture, original beams, woodburning stoves, rich fabrics with all the mugs, placemats, coasters, books, wrapping paper and her luxurious modern comforts you could imagine, such as digital freeview and DVDs, radio, games, original work. Upstairs the gallery periodically houses her CDs, clever underfloor heating and free broadband. 

exhibitions. It is a busy working gallery in a beautiful setting Treats are available to order such as hampers personal chefs and beauty treatments, all to and is open weekdays only (9am to 5pm) and at weekends by ensure that a stay at The Woodhouse Farm Cottages will be one to remember. They make the appointment. Most products can also be viewed and

perfect retreat to hold a special occasion such as a reunion or wedding, as garden marquees and purchased on the website, including retro greeting cards by Martin Wiscombe whose work is also catering are available, with plenty of information provided for those looking for a stress-free holiday published by Tom Dickins. Do drop in – you never know what you’ll find in the middle of nowhere! 

in this scenic area of Herefordshire. 
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WOOLHOPE

small grotto, sunken garden and secret garden. 

responsible for Rotherwas Chapel in

and a white marble altar with lapis lazuli inlay. 

HEREFORDSHIRE

 7 miles N of  Ross off  the B4224

Private visits are welcome. 

Dinedor. This is a Roman Catholic chapel

The World Horse Welfare Centre at Glenda

dating from the 14th and 16th centuries and

Spooner Farm is a recovery and rehabilitation

A  Church


FOWNHOPE

featuring an interesting mid-Victorian side


centre for horses and ponies set in glorious

A small village enjoying lovely views of  the

 7 miles NW of Ross on the B4224

chapel and high altar. 

countryside. In a quiet lane easily reached

Black Mountains, Woolhope is named after

A pleasant village set beside the River Wye. 

from the A49, it’s a peaceful haven for around

Wuliva, the sister of  Lady Godiva who owned

Every year on Oak Apple Day, in May or


SELLACK

50 animals at any one time. Open for visits

the manor in the 11th century. In the 13th-

June, the Green Man Inn celebrates the

 3 miles NW of  Ross on minor roads or

Wednesday and Saturday afternoons (01935

century sandstone Church of  St George is a

restoration of  Charles II with the Heart of

 of  the A49

841442). Worth a look in Little Birch, just to

modern stained-glass window depicting the

Oak Club Walk. The inn’s most famous

A popular waymarked walk takes in three

the north west, is Higgin’s Well, named after a

siblings. Godiva rides through the streets on

landlord was Tom Spring, a champion bare-

marvellous churches in three delightful

local farmer and restored at the time of

her white horse (all in the best possible taste), 

knuckle prizefighter who died in 1851. 

villages. The church in Sellack is uniquely

Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee in 1897. 

is seen petting a cat and a dog, while her sister

Fownhope’s church, known as the ‘Little

dedicated to St Tysilio, son of  a king of

has a dog and some rabbits at her feet. 

Cathedral’, has a special treasure in the form

Powys, and is Norman in origin. 

Hereford

of  a Norman tympanum depicting the Virgin


WILTON

A short drive north of Sellack, in the

and Child with a winged lion and eagle

A  Cathedral    B  Chained Library

 1 mile W of Ross on the A40

churchyard at King’s Caple, is a plague cross

amongst foliage. 

remembering victims of  the Black Death of

B  Mappa Mundi    B  Museums    E  Cider Mills

C  Castle


HOLME LACY

1348. The church dates mainly from the 13th

H  Hatton Gallery    I  Three Choirs Festival

Wilton, just a short walk from Ross, stands at

 8 miles NW of Ross on the B4399

century and a fascinating little detail is to be

The county town-to-be was founded as a

a crossing point of  the River Wye. The bridge

found on the benefactors’ board on the west

A  St Cuthbert’s Church    A  Dinedor Court

settlement near the unstable Welsh Marches

was built in 1599, some years after a river

wall. The local charities listed include Cake

A  Rotherwas Chapel

after the Saxons had crossed the Severn in

disaster that claimed 40 lives. Over the bridge

Money, a gift in perpetuity from a former vicar the 7th century. A royal demesne in the 11th are the ruins of  Wilton Castle, of  which

Holme Lacy was originally the estate of  the

of  King’s Caple and Sellack. Pax cakes, 

century, it had a provincial mint, and was an

some walls and towers still stand. An 18th-

de Lacy family in the 14th century, but later

signifying peace, are still distributed to the

important centre of  the wool trade in the

century sundial on the bridge bears this

passed into the hands of the illustrious

congregations on Palm Sunday. 

Middle Ages. Fragments of  Saxon and

numinous inscription:

Scudamore family. The 1st Viscount


HOARWITHY

medieval walls can still be seen, but the city’s

 “Esteem thy precious time, 

Scudamore was the first person to classify the

 6 miles NW of  Ross off  the A49

crowning glory is the magnificent Cathedral, 

 which pass so swiftly away:

varieties of  cider apple, and actually

known as the ‘Cathedral of  the Marches’. 

introduced the well-known Red Streak Pippin

A  Church    E  World Horse Welfare Centre

 Prepare them for eternity

Largely Norman, it also has examples of

 and do not make delay.” 

strain. The fine Palladian mansion dates from

By far the most extraordinary of  the three

Gothic, Early English, Decorated, 

1672 and once sported woodwork by

walk-linked churches lies in the unspoilt village Perpendicular and Modern architecture. The PETERSTOW

Grinling Gibbons. St Cuthbert’s Church, 

of  Hoarwithy on the willow-lined banks of

Cathedral demands an extended visit, as it

 2 miles W of Ross on A49

standing away from the village on a bend of

the Wye. St Catherine’s Church is a splendid

contains, in the impressive New Library

E  Broome Farm    E  Kyrle House

the Wye, has a remarkable collection of  16th-

piece of  architecture that owes its origin to the building, two of  the country’s most At Broome Farm, half a mile off  the A49, 

and 17th-century monuments of  the

Reverend William Poole, who arrived in 1854

important historical treasures. Mappa

traditional farmhouse cider has been brewed

Scudamores, and also some fine furnishings

and didn’t like what he saw – the chapel was, 

Mundi is the renowned medieval world map, 

since the early 1980s, winning many prizes

and medieval stalls with misericords. 

he said, “as bare as the palm of the hand”. 

the work of  Richard of  Haldingham. Drawn

throughout the 1990s and featuring apples with

Near the village of  Holme Lacy is

Poole spent the next 30 years supervising the

on vellum, it has Jerusalem as its centre and

evocative names like Fox Whelp or Yarlington

Dinedor Court, a splendid 16th-century

building of  a new church round the chapel. 

East at the top, indicating that direction as

Mill. Also at Peterstow is Kyrle House, whose

listed farmhouse with an impressive oak-

The result is an Italianate building complete

the source of  all things good and religiously

country garden contains herbaceous borders, a

panelled dining hall. English Heritage is

with a campanile, arcades, beautiful tiled floors significant. Richard was Treasurer of  Lincoln A  historic building     B  museum     C  historic site     D  scenic attraction     E  flora and fauna F  stories and anecdotes     G  famous people     H  art and craft     I  entertainment and sport     J  walks
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Cathedral, which might explain why Lincoln

HEREFORDSHIRE


THE HEREFORD DELICATESSEN

appears rather more prominently on the map

 4 The Mews, St Owen Street, Hereford, Herefordshire  HR1 2JB

 Tel:  01432 341283

than Hereford. The Cathedral has many other

treasures, including the shrine of  St Thomas

Liz Amos has a lifelong interest in all aspects of good food and when the chance came to turn a passion into a business she seized it with of  Hereford in stone and marble, the painted

both hands and took the opportunity to open the Hereford Delicatessen. 

and gilded shrine to St Ethelbert, martyred in

In her deli just off one of Hereford’s main shopping streets she caters AD794, the Thomas Traherne stained-glass

for a growing band of regulars as well as the many visitors who come windows, the Norman font, the Bishop’s

to the city throughout the year. She knows what her customers want, combining an insistence on prime produce – local

Throne and the John Piper tapestries. For

as far as possible – with great value for money. 

details of the Cathedral’s opening hours and

The deli counters display a fine selection of

guided tours, call 01432 374202. 

cooked and cured meats, cheeses, olives, olive

and other oils, vinegars, chutneys, pickles and preserves, pasta and other dry The Chained Library at All Saints

goods, freshly baked bread and scrumptious cakes and pastries. Liz prepares Church, houses more than 1,400 rare books, 

all the fillings for the sandwiches that are an important part of her business, a including over 200 medieval manuscripts, all

daily selection that usually includes Wiltshire ham, Herefordshire beef, a chained to their original 17th-century book

variety of cheeses, Albacore tuna and Scottish smoked salmon. And if you’ve got a special favourite she’ll try to make sure she’s got it on your next visit. 

presses. The actor/theatre manager David

The deli has an area where customers can take a break from shopping, Garrick was born in Hereford in 1717 and

from work or from the tourist trail to enjoy a snack and a cup of tea or coffee was christened at All Saints. Another notable

and a glance at the daily papers. The Hereford Delicatessen is open from 8am child of  Hereford was Nell Gwyn(ne), 

to 6pm Monday to Saturday. 

favourite of  Charles II. Born in 1650, she is

Hereford Cathedral

ARTISAN YARNS


18 BROAD STREET

 The Small Gallery, 

 18 Broad Street, Hereford, Herefordshire HR4 9AP

 No 1 Capuchin Yard, Church Street, 

 Tel:  01432 358830

 Hereford HR1 2LR

Vintage and antique jewellery is the speciality of 18

 Tel:  01432 379142

Broad Street, which occupies small, charming

 e-mail:  thesmallgallery@tiscali.co.uk

premises in a prime position very close to Hereford’s

 website:  www.artisanyarns.co.uk

magnificent Cathedral. 

Artisan Yarns is run by Anne Shoring

Behind the blue-and-white frontage with its small-

from her exhibition space in the Small Gallery just five minutes from the Cathedral. Textile artist, paned window display cabinets in a single room

dyer, knitter and stitcher Anne took over her current work space and turned it into a combined provide a simple but very effective setting for

workshop/exhibition area. One day she had dyed some yarn and hung it up to dry in the gallery. 

showing the jewellery, which includes rings, 

She sold the lot almost immediately, thus determining the future course of her career, running necklaces, bracelets, brooches, pendants, watches

Hereford’s inspirational resource for contemporary and traditional textiles and yarns designed with and dress watches, covering several periods and

today’s artists and knitters in mind. 

styles, but with only the very occasional new piece. 

She sells her beautiful, naturally dyed silk and linen yarns from the gallery and from various The owner sources stock from far and wide, with

markets and exhibitions. Some are hand-dyed and source locally, others locally handspun, others jewellery from the UK, from Europe and North

included for organic or ethical quality or as simply luxurious. Materials include silk, cashmere, America. 

angora, British real wools, Italian superwash merino, linen, hemp, nettle, cotton, bamboo, jelly The pieces are in a variety of familiar and some

yarn and recycled sari silk and ribbon. Brands include Cariad, Tilli Thomas, Cornish Organic, less familiar metals, some of them set with precious

Green Mountain Spinning, Frabjious Fibres, Colinette, Artisano, Yarn d’Amour, Orkney Angora, and semi-precious stones. The shop is open from

Rockpool Candy, Yarn Undyed from AC Woods and Artists Palette. Artisan yarns is open from 10am to 5pm Monday to Friday. 

10 to 5 Wednesday to Saturday or you can meet Anne at Hereford’s Stitch ‘n’ Bitch Group at Also offers a bespoke repair and

the green Café, St Owen Street on the first Tuesday and third Thursday of the month between restoration service. 

6pm and 9pm. 
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remembered by a plaque on the wall of  the

century building in an ancient quadrangle of

HEREFORDSHIRE

ANDREW LAMPUTT


PROVIDING

Bishop’s Garden. 

almshouses. Displays include costume models

SILVERSMITH & JEWELLER

CHOICE, QUALITY

Hereford is full of fascinating buildings

of  Nell Gwyn, and the history of  the

 28 St. Owen Street, Hereford HR1 2PR

& SERVICE

and museums.  Hereford Museum and Art

Ancient Order of  St John and its wars during

 Tel: 01432 274961  Fax: 01432 340163

Gallery has a changing art gallery

the Crusades. Open Wednesday and Saturday

 e-mail al@ andrewlamputt.co.uk

programme and hands-on exhibitions. The

(01432 358134). Hereford’s restored pumping

 website: www.AndrewLamputt.co.uk

Old House, right in the centre of  High

station is home to the Waterworks

Andrew Lamputt Silversmith & Jeweller, established in 1985 is a family run Town, brings alive the 17th century in a

Museum, where Victorian technology is alive

business near the Town Hall in Hereford City Centre. Often known as “The Silver Shop”, where a dazzling array of pieces both antique and modern can be found, three-storey black-and-white house filled with and well in the shape of  a collection of especially for those seeking an unusual and often difficult to obtain present. This fascinating exhibits. Churchill House

pumps (some of  which can be operated by

is one of the best silverware and jewellery shops in the West Midlands. 

 TROLLBEADS

Museum, whose grounds include a fragrant

visitors), a Lancashire Boiler and Britain’s

Silverware dominates the showroom interior and creates an amazing visual display, largest triple expansion engine. Children can

which is unique in the area. A shop for all types of quality gifts for all occasions. 

garden, displays furniture, costumes and

The business is highly specialized, (although the public frontage depicts a retail paintings from the 18th and 19th centuries; 

lift water like Roman slaves and follow trails. 

jewellery shop), Andrew Lamputt boasts highly skilled employees who spend among its rooms are a costume exhibition

Call 01432 357236 for opening times. The

most of their working week restoring antique & second hand silverware and gallery and Victorian nursery, parlour, kitchen Herefordshire Light Infantry Museum Estate Jewellery for both customers and for resale. 

and butler’s pantry. The Hatton Gallery

houses an important collection of  uniforms, 

Andrew Lamputt specializes equally in Fine Quality Antique and Modern Jewellery, together with a wide selection of new items of both jewellery and shows the work of  local artist Brian Hatton. 

colours, medals, equipment, documents and

silver to complement the range. Specialist gem and diamond set rings in gold and TANZANITE & 

 DIAMOND RING

The Coningsby Museum & St John

photographs connected with the regiment

platinum. Trollbeads, Hot Diamond, Ortak and Kit Heath Agent.Visit Andrew Medieval’s Museum at Coningsby is a 13th- and campaigns such as Gallipoli, Egypt, Lamputt Silversmith & Jeweller in Hereford, where a unique buying experience awaits together with a warm welcome. 

OFF THE WALL


BADDER FABRICS OF HEREFORD

 20 St Owen Street, Hereford, Herefordshire  HR1 2PL

 36 Aubrey Street, Hereford  HR4 0BU

 Tel:  01432 354892

 Tel:  01432 379137  Fax:  01432 379138

 e-mail:  otwgifts@googlemail.com

 e-mail:  badderfabrics@hotmail.co.uk

 website:  www.offthewallgifts.co.uk

There really is no better place than Badder Fabrics for all Off the Wall  is the brainchild of Derek and Ginny your haberdashery and fabric needs, with a range of

Elsmere, who in 2005 took over a shop called The Best

stunning fabrics and accessories stocked high to the

of Brass, specialising in brass fireplaces and artwork to ceiling all year round. 

hang above them. They changed the name and

Lifelong fashion enthusiast and owner Lillian Badder

exchanged the brass for their own unique and ever-

has created high standards in her self-styled shop, taking growing array of gifts, collectables and things for the home, expanding the great pride in not only what she can offer in terms of sales area and establishing a gallery. Located in one of Hereford’s main textiles, but also in what herself and her staff can offer in shopping streets, Off the Wall is filled with an amazing variety of items to advice and quality customer care. Her passion for creating suit all pockets and occasions spread over two floors. 

things and sumptuous fabrics combine to offer a unique Derek and Ginny add a sense of humour to their friendliness and service in Badder Fabrics that contains the option of

expertise, and customers can be sure of a welcoming smile from them and dressmaking and alterations, perfect for making a once in a a wag of the tail from their dogs Dillon and Nell.The displays cover artwork lifetime statement with your own meticulously handmade by locally and nationally known artists, ceramics, mugs, figurines from wedding or prom dress. In Lillian’s own words she ‘can well-known brands like Willow Tree and Border Fine Arts, jewellery, quirky take anything up or down, in or out!’

toast racks, egg cups and lapel pins, educational and play toys, greetings This quaint shop holds much more than expected, 

cards, prints and books by Simon Drew, and interesting and amusing pieces stocking a massive range of both plain and patterned

with a local or musical theme. The first floor is given over to fine art prints materials over two floors, including a selection of sewing by artists like Mary Ann Rogers and Nigel Hemming, complemented by a complete framing service machines for every budget, you are sure to come away

with a huge choice of frames to choose from. 

with the perfect piece. 
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Palestine and NW Europe. Visits by

the 19th century). Church Street and Capuchin

HEREFORDSHIRE


ULIFAS MILLINERY

appointment only (01432 850328). 

Yard - the name derives from the hood worn

Hereford and cider are old friends, and the

 1 Welbeck Avenue, Tupsley, Hereford  HR1 1NG

by the Franciscan friars who built a chapel

 Tel/Fax:  01432 278086

Cider Museum tells the interesting story of

nearby - are renowned for their small specialist

 e-mail:  ulifas@aol.com

cider production down the years. One of  the

shops and craft workshops. 

Emma Lewis studied fashion at the Herefordshire College of galleries houses the King Offa Distillery, the

Hereford stages important musical events

Art & Design followed by BA (Hons) Degrees in both first cider brandy distillery to be granted a

throughout the year, and every third year

Fashion and Marketing at Universities in London and Los licence for more than 200 years. Among the

Angeles.  During this time she worked for Milliners in both hosts the Three Choirs Festival, Europe’s

many attractions are the reconstructed farm

cities where she made one-off hats for celebrities, including oldest music festival. 

some of the major Hollywood Stars. 

ciderhouse, the champagne cider cellars, the

On returning to England in 1995 Emma set up Ulifas

vat house, the coopers’ workshop and

designing hats and clothing.  Her hats being made using The Golden Valley

beautiful old books illustrating the varieties

traditional millinery techniques have recevied wide acclaim of  cider apples and perry pears grown from

including top awards at the 2008 Chelsea Flower Show

and Ladies Day at the Races. She produces a wide range of KILPECK

earliest times. The Strongbow Vat, which

hats using sinamay, felts, and straws.  These are hand-holds 7.4 million litres and is more than

 8 miles SW of  Hereford off  the A465

dyed to match outfits, made to each person’s head size and decorated with flowers and feathers. 

20 metres high, is the largest in the world. 

A  

Fascinators are also available and made to match outfits. 

Church

Visitors can sample cider brandy produced at

Visits to her Boutique are by appointment only.  Call the number above or Emma’s mobile The parish Church of  St Mary and St

07906 144389. Tupsley lies on the A438 on the eastern edge of Hereford. 

the distillery, which is open for visits Tuesday

David is one of  the most fascinating in the

Who or what was ‘Ulifas’? He was a Bishop from Alexandria - the first to convert the Goths to to Saturday throughout the year (01432

Christianity, producing a Bible in their language and inventing Gothic script. 

whole county and generally regarded as the

354207). On the outskirts of  the city are the

most perfect Norman church in England. 

Cider Mills of  HP Bulmer, the world’s

Built by Hugh de Kilpeck (son of  William

leading cider producer. 


EWYAS HAROLD

Fitznorman, who built Kilpeck Castle) round

a 12th-century Cistercian Abbey, part of

The original Saxon part of  the city includes

 12 miles SW of  Hereford on the B4347

an earlier Saxon church, it has changed little

which is still in use as the parish church. 

historic Church Street, full of  17th-century

since the 12th century. Much of  the church is

Most of the building dates from around

A village at the foot of  the lovely Golden

listed buildings (most of  them modernised in

unique in its rich decoration, but the gem is

1180, but the battlemented tower was added

Valley, in an area of  fine walks. West of  the

the portal over the south

in the 1660s by the Scudamore family, lords

village lay the ancient Welsh kingdom of

Golden Valley

doorway, with all manner

of  the manor. They also commissioned the

Ewias; the motte and bailey castle that was

of  elaborate carvings. 

noted carpenter John Abel to create the

part of  the border defences has disappeared, 

Most of  the carvings

impressive wooden chancel roof  and the

leaving only the distinctive mound. A

throughout the church

superb, heavily carved screen. 

Cistercian Abbey was founded here in the

have no apparent

12th century and the building, which was

On the other side of  the river, the garden at

religious significance, 

substantially restored by John Abel in the

Abbey Dore Court is home to many unusual

with some bordering on

17th century, is still in use as a parish church. 

shrubs and perennials along with specialist

the bizarre, if  not

collections of  euphorbias, hellebores and

downright bawdy! Very


ABBEY DORE

peonies. There’s also a small nursery, a gift shop

little remains of  the castle, 

 12 miles SW of  Hereford on the B4347

and a restaurant. 

it having been largely

A  Abbey    E  Abbey Dore Court

In Bacton itself, a mile along the B4347, is

demolished by Cromwell’s

Pentwyn Cottage Garden, where visitors can

E  Pentwyn Cottage Garden

men, but on a clear day

walk round the peaceful garden before

Occupying a sublimely beautiful setting

the castle mound affords

enjoying a cream tea. From the remote, lonely

beside the river are the impressive remains of

very fine views. 

roads that lead west towards Offa’s Dyke and
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Through the gate bear diagonally left to reach

6|Go through the kissing gate and head

the boundary with Wales, motorists should

HEREFORDSHIRE

Llangua and the

a post bearing the Monnow Valley logo and

across the field to a metal gate onto the

Monnow Valley Walk

leave their cars, stretch their legs and drink in

walk under the railway bridge. Through a gate

railway. CROSS WITH CAUTION and up to the wonderful scenery. 

and left to walk with the River Monnow on

another field. Continue across to a metal

The villages of  Longtown and Clodock lie

Distance:   4.5 miles (7.2 kilometres)

your left. Over a stile and continue, reaching a

bridge over the Monnow and on to the A465. at the foot of  the Olchon Valley, while further wood and a footbridge. Halfway across the

Cross with care. 

Typical time:  120 mins

north are the Olchon Waterfall, Black Hill, the

next field bear slightly right to reach a stile in

7|

Height gain:

Up the steps, over the stile and up

 180 metres

rocky ridge of  the Cat’s Back and the ruins of

a

the hedge. 

diagonally left to reach a fence. Turn left with

Craswall Priory, which was founded in the

Map:   Explorer OL 13

3|Go over the stile onto a lane and right and

the fence on your right. Reach a stile in the

b

13th century by the rare Grandmontine order

Walk:   www.walkingworld.com   ID:2701

up. The lane becomes tarmaced and bends

corner, over and down to another stile and

and abandoned 200 years later. 

Contributor:   Pat Roberts

c

left. At the top the lane bends right but we

onto a farm drive. 

d


PETERCHURCH

continue on a track ahead, signed ‘Vroe’. The

8|Cross the drive diagonally and over the

ACCESS INFORMATION:

 10 miles W of  Hereford on the B4348

e

track drops down to pass between the two

stile. Follow the arrow left to another hedge

Parking is in a layby on the minor road to

houses and reaches a ford. 

then turn right to walk up with the hedge on

The chief  village of  the Golden Valley, with a

Llangua, just off the A465 from

f

4|Just before the ford take the footbridge

your left. Take time to look back and enjoy the very fine parish church. In AD786, King Offa Abergavenny to Hereford, just south of g

the

over the stream. Through a gate/stile and, 

views back over the walk and over to the Black brought monks to the village to found the traffic lights and bridge over the River h keeping about 40 metres from the left hedge, Mountains. Go through a gate and up the next original church. It was a sign of  Offa’s great Monnow south of  Pontrilas. 

up to another stile. Over the stile and

field to another gate. Through this gate and

power and influence that a bishop from Rome

was included in the missionary party

DESCRIPTION:

diagonally left up quite a steep field to reach

slightly left to a stile onto the road then turn

K

another gate/stile. 

right and up for 200 metres. 

established here. 

The Monnow Valley W

L

alk has been produced

5|Over the stile and immediately left over

9|Just before Little Kingsfield Cottage go left

in book form by Ira and Harry Steggles and


DORSTONE

i


another stile. We have now left the Monnow

and onto the farm drive. From here the path

traces the River Monnow from Monmouth to

 12 miles W of  Hereford off  the B4348

Valley Walk. Keep to the left of  the next three

has been moved and does not match some

Hay-on-Wye. On this walk we follow par j

t of  it

A  Snodhill Castle    C  Arthur’s Stone

fields, climbing stiles as nessessary. The fourth

maps. PLEASE FOLLOW SIGNS. 

on the outward route before returning acro kss

Cupid’s Hill and rejoining the River Monnow

field starts to lose height halfway across. Start

10|Before reaching the bend in the drive look A very attractive village with neat sandstone l

and following the river bank back to Llangua. 

to bear slightly right to a kissing gate. 

out for the gate and footpath sign on the right. cottages set around the green. St Faith’s Church m

Through the gate and down the field, hedge

has a connection with Canterbury, as Richard

FEATURES:

n

de Brito, one of the knights who murdered

0

200

400

600

800metres 1

KILOMETRES 

on your right, to a stile. Over and immediately

Hills or Fells, River, Wildlife, Birds, Flowers, 

MILES

0

200

400

600

Thomas à Becket, established a church here

yards

½

left to the gates before the house. Follow

o

Great Views, Butterflies. 

after serving 15 years penance in the Holy Land

Rowlestone

arrows right over stile and small footbridge

p

and immediately left to walk with hedge on

for his crime. He returned to build the church

WALK DIRECTIONS:

q

your left. Through gate and follow hedge in

and is buried in the churchyard. 

1|Walk on the verge of  the A465 towards the


2

next field to another stile. Down the next field

South of  Dorstone lie the ruins of  Snodhill

r

traffic lights. Cross the bridge on the painted


3

to reach the river bank where we rejoin the

Castle, from which the views are spectacular

s

footpath and then cross the road to the west


1

Cap



4

Monnow Valley Walk. 

even for this part of the world. To the north, 

side. We are now following the Monnow

t

on wild, exposed Merbach Hill, is the much-

Llangua

5


11

11|Left with the River Monnow on your

Valley Walk. 

u

6


8

visited landmark of Arthur’s Stone, a

right, over stiles and across fields as

2|Immediately after the traffic lights, go


7

megalithic tomb of  great antiquity that was

Cupid's Hill

nessessary to reach a stile onto the road next

v

through the gate on the left. Ignore the finger

used for the burial of tribal chieftains. Some say

10


9

to the car park. 

post on the side of  the road as it is misleading. 

(but few believe) that the body of  King Arthur

Pentwyn

Grosmont

himself was buried here. To the north again, in
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the village of Brewardine, is the grave of  the

charming 10-acre riverside garden, spectacular

HEREFORDSHIRE


THE RED LION

diarist Francis Kilvert, who was rector of  the

in early spring, with drifts of  flowering bulbs

Church of St Andrew for two years until his

giving way to summer wild flowers and

 Madley, Herefordshire  HR2 9PH

death in 1879. His diaries record his life in the

autumn colours. The 1920s walled garden is

 Tel:  01981 250292

 e-mail:  pat@redlionmadley.co.uk

remote Welsh borders. 

currently being restored. The Weir enjoys

grand views along the River Wye and across

Visitors come from near and far to the village

Along the Wye Valley

of Madley to see the Church of the Nativity of

the Herefordshire countryside. Limited

the Virgin with its superb 14th century stained

opening, call 01981 590509. 

glass, decorated tracery, huge stone font and

The A465 out of  Hereford soon reaches

the famous Lulham Pew. And when they’ve


MADLEY

admired the church, those seeking hospitality

Belmont Abbey, whose architect, the

and refreshment make tracks for the Red Lion. 

renowned Pugin, was responsible for part of

 6 miles W of  Hereford on the B4352

This splendid country inn is run by Alan and

the House of  Commons. One of  the stained-

A  Lulham Pew

Pat, who have many years’ experience in

glass windows in the church at Clehonger is

running pubs all over the UK. They recently

There’s more fine stained glass from the early

probably also his work. 

returned from a brief retirement in Portugal to

1300s in the Church of  the Nativity of the

take over the Red Lion and they have already


SWAINSHILL

Virgin at Madley, which also claims to have one

built up a loyal band of regulars from Madley and

the surrounding communities. Locals meet in the

 3 miles W of  Hereford on the A438

of the largest stone fonts in the country. A

convivial bar to enjoy a pint – there’s always a

curiosity here is the Lulham Pew in the north

good selection of draught and bottled beers –

E  The Weir

aisle. Constructed mostly from a medieval

and set the world to rights. Families are always

The Weir (National Trust) in Swainshill is a

screen, it has high sides and curtains, thus

made welcome, and children will keep busy and

happy on the swings and slides in the play area

by the lawned garden. The inn also has a patio

area. Food is an important part of the Red Lion’s


THE OLD RECTORY

business and Alan seeks out the best local

 Byford, Herefordshire  HR4 7LD

produce for his tasty, wholesome dishes. His

meat comes from an excellent local butcher, 

 Tel:  01981 590218  Mobile:  07866 765105

with steaks and gammon steaks among the

 e-mail:  info@theoldrectory.uk.com

favourites on the menu. Other popular orders

 website:  www.theoldrectory.uk.com

include homemade curries and chillies. 

The Old Rectory is a handsome white-painted Georgian country The Red Lion is open from 12 to 3.30 and 6

house in Byford, a charming little village near the River Wye in to 11.30 Monday to Friday and all day

beautiful rural Herefordshire. Resident owners Audrey and Charles Saturday and Sunday. Food is served between

Mayson welcome Bed & Breakfast guests into an ambience that 12 and 3 and 6 and nine except monday. 

generates an immediate feeling of being among friends, starting Opening hours every day 12 - 3 and 6- 11.30

with tea on arrival and extending throughout the stay. 

saturday and sunday all day. 12 o clock. 

They have three spacious, beautifully appointed and

In the Granary in the grounds of the inn are

traditionally furnished bedrooms – a double with en suite shower, eight recently renovated rooms with en suite

a double with en suite bath and a twin with en suite bath and showers, TV and hot drinks tray. The inn is an

shower. Delicious breakfasts with local and home-grown produce excellent B&B base for a walking, cycling or touring holiday. Golf and horse riding are available are served in the dining room, where three floor-to-ceiling nearby; fishing is provided by nearby ponds and lakes, and the River Wye, a world-renowned windows overlook the lovely garden with its handsome Cedar of fishing river, is a ten-minute drive away. Nearby attractions include The Weir (National Trust) at Lebanon. 

Swainshill, Moccas Court set in Capability Brown parkland and the much-visited landmark of The Old Rectory is well placed for touring a part of the world that has an almost endless variety Arthur’s Stone. 

of attractions for the visitor, including Black & White villages, charming little market towns, the The Red Lion, which stands on the B3452 six miles east of Hereford, started life as a coaching Black Mountains, Brecon Beacons, the Malvern & Shropshire Hills, Offa’s Dyke, Arthur’s Stone, the inn – mail was brought here by mail coach and distributed to the locality from the inn. The inn is Forest of Dean, castles, churches, historic houses, gardens and galleries. The house has plenty of built on a well located under the hallway of the cellar and a stream runs under the rear car park. 

maps and local guides, and the owners are ready with advice on what to see and do. The accommodation is available from March to October. Sorry no pets, and credit cards not accepted. 
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allowing the Lulham family to pursue their

away, with its shifting moods and ever-

HEREFORDSHIRE


WHITE HAYWOOD FARM

devotions in privacy. They didn’t even emerge

changing scenery. Just north of  Hay stand the

 Craswall, Herefordshire  HR2 0PH

to take Communion but received it through a

ruins of  Clifford Castle, where in 1140 Jane

 Tel:  01981 510324

small door in the pew. According to legend, St

Clifford, ‘Fair Rosamund’, mistress of  King

 e-mail:  info@blackmountainsfarmrestaurant.co.uk

Dyfrig, the man who some say crowned King

Henry II, was born. 

 website:  www.blackmountainsfarmrestaurant.co.uk

Arthur, was born at Madley. 

Pauline and Philip Goodwin offer farmhouse cooking at its very North of Hereford

best in a traditional 400-year-old stone barn beneath the Cat’s MOCCAS

Back Ridge in the Black Mountains. They are the fourth 10 miles W of  Hereford off  the B4352

generation at White Haywood Farm, a 164-acre mixed livestock MORDIFORD

farm set amid stunning scenery, but the first to expand the A  Moccas Court

 4 miles E of  Hereford on the B4224

business with a restaurant – and from the start they have been Moccas Court, designed by Robert Adam

attracting food-lovers from all over the region. 

F  Mordiford Dragon    J  Haugh Wood

Top items on the menu include dishes based on naturally and built by local architect Anthony Keck, 

Mordiford was once a centre of  the mining

reared meat from the farm, the animals with great care on the stands in seven acres of  Capability Brown

lush green pastures and refreshed by spring water. Among the parkland on the south bank of  the Wye. In

industry and the home of  the baleful man-

favourites are steaks, lamb chops, pork in cider sauce and the grounds stands the beautiful Church of

eating Mordiford Dragon. The story goes that

beef & onion pie. Other choices could be baked trout, honey-the dragon was found by a local girl while it was

and-mustard duck breast and cheese-topped vegetable bake. 

St Michael, built in Norman times using the

still small. She nurtured it lovingly, and although

The excellent food, served by the owners’ daughters Abigail and Rebecca, is accompanied by a local stone known as tufa limestone. 

well-chosen, well-priced wine list. Pauline and Philip participate in the Countryside Stewardship it was at first content to feed on milk, and later

Dominating the chancel is the impressive

Scheme and are continuously striving to maintain and improve the wildlife habitats on the farm. 

chickens and the odd duck, it eventually

They have recently added another string to their bow by bringing on stream two family rooms at effigy of  a 14th-century knight with a dog

developed a taste for cows and finally people. 

the end of the barn for B&B guests. 

lying at his feet – contemporaries would

The beast terrorised the locals, and indeed one

understand this signified that the knight

of the paths leading from the woods is still

had not died on the battlefield but in his


MONKTON FARM SHOP

known as Serpents Lane. It was here that he

own bed. 

would slink along the river to drink, and it is

 Ocle Pychard, Herefordshire  HR1 3QQ

HAY-ON-WYE

said that no grass ever grows there. No one was

 Tel:  01432 820579

 e-mail:  bill@griffithsforestry.co.uk

 18 miles W of  Hereford on the B4348

brave enough to face the beast until a man

called Garson, who happened to be awaiting

Monkton Farm Shop is part of a thriving business in which all H  Book Festival

execution, decided that he had nothing to lose. 

the members of the Griffiths family are closely involved. The meat and poultry on display in the shop comes from local And so to the border town of  Hay-on-Wye, 

He hid in a barrel by the river, and when the

farms, with cuts and joints to cater for all needs – customers where bookworms will wriggle with delight

creature appeared he shot it through the heart. 

can also phone in their orders in advance. Much of the seasonal as they browse through its dozens of

That was the end of the dragon, and also of

fruit and vegetables comes from the farm, including

strawberries, raspberries, apples, asparagus and beans. 

secondhand bookshops. Richard Booth, 

poor Garson, who was killed in the fiery breath

On the deli counter are cooked and cured meats, cheese, known as the King of  Wye, opened the first

of the dragon’s death throes. 

olives, oils and vinegars, bread baked fresh daily, cakes and bookshop here nearly 50 years ago and was a

Mordiford stands on the River Lugg, just

biscuits, pasta, sauces, pickles and preserves. The farm shop is leading player in establishing the annual Hay

above the point where it joins the Wye, and the

the domain of Odeyne Griffiths, and other members of the family are responsible for other enterprises on the site. The Book Festival. The famous diarist Francis

River Frome joins the Lugg a little way above

bright, conservatory-style café is open all day, serving snacks Kilvert was a local man, and his Diary is just

the village. Mordiford Bridge, with its elegant

and meals prepared each day (often by Odeyne) making

one of  millions of  books on sale. But books

span of nine arches, was once the source of

excellent use of the farm’s and local produce in sandwiches, quiches and other hot and cold are not the only attraction: Hay also has a

regular revenue for the kings of the country:

dishes, including a popular three-course Sunday lunch. 

large number of  antiques, crafts and clothes

apparently every time the king crossed the

Odeyne’s husband Bill runs a successful forestry business and is ready with help with garden projects at The Monkton Garden Centre, which sells a wide variety of shrubs, trees, flowers and shops, and is home to a major conkers

bridge the local lords had to provide him with a

plants, climbers, herbs, vegetables compost and other gardening aids and accessories. The farm is championship. The River Wye is never far

pair of  silver spurs as a levy on the manor. 

located a short drive northeast of Hereford off the A465 or northwest of Ledbury off the A417. 
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The Forestry Commission’s Haugh Wood

of the sun, and he had a vision that his

HEREFORDSHIRE


GRENDON MANOR GUEST HOUSE

is best approached from Mordiford. 

mother was weeping bloody tears. In spite of

 Bredenbury, Bromyard, Herefordshire  HR7 4TH

all this he pressed on, but after he had


SUTTON ST NICHOLAS

Tel:  01885 482226


reached the palace, and before the wedding

 4 miles NE of  Hereford off  the A465

 e-mail:  jane.piggott@btconnect.com

ceremony, Offa had him beheaded. There is

 website:  www.grendonmanor.co.uk

C  Wergin Stone    C  Sutton Walls

little now to see at the camp, as a lot of  the

Set in the stunning countryside just outside the historic town Just outside the village is a group of  stones

land has been worked on. Many skeletons

of Hereford, Grendon Manor offers the ideal retreat for those known collectively as the Wergin Stone. In

have been unearthed, some showing signs of

looking for a rural getaway. Grendon Manor and farm has been in the Piggott family for over 70 years, and is now run by Massie and the hollow base of  one of  the stones, rents

a violent end. 

Jane Piggott  who have been providing a quality space to relax in style for or tithes were laid, to be collected later by the

Just outside Sutton, Overcourt Garden

over three years now. 

local squire. There is a story that in 1652 the

Nursery is situated in the grounds of  a

Grendon Manor dates back to the 16th century, taking guests back in Devil picked up the stone and removed it to

Grade II listed 16th-century house with

time, but not without comfort. This beautiful manor house retains its original stripped wooden beams throughout, but is brought to life by the a spot a little distance away. It took a team of

connections to the Crusader Knights of  St

vibrant and stylish shabby chic décor that lines the walls. Hidden inside nine oxen to return the stone to its original

John. A wide range of  unusual plants is for

Grendon Manor’s rustic exterior are 5 sumptuous bedrooms to let, each place, though why the villagers bothered is

sale. Private visits are welcome. 

with ultra modern new en suite bathrooms that simply ooze luxury. There not related. South of  the village is the Iron

is also an oak panelled lounge filled with deep sofas for guests to unwind BROMYARD

in. And if you’re feeling peckish, Jane’s legendary cuisine will satisfy the Age hill fort of  Sutton Walls, where King

deepest appetite – catering privately for up to 12 people in an elegant Offa once had a palace. One day in AD794, 

 13 miles NE of  Hereford on the A44

dining room opening onto Grendon Manor’s extensive rear garden’s offering a beautiful Offa, the King of Mercia, promised the hand

B  Time Machine Museum    I  The Nostock Festival

panoramic view of the surrounding countryside. In the grounds there is also a small church, of  his daughter Alfreda to Ethelbert, King

available for wedding bookings, making Grendon Manor the perfect one stop shop for a get Bromyard is an attractive market town on the

together in the country. 

of  East Anglia. Ethelbert journeyed to

River Frome with hills and good walking all

Sutton Walls, but the trip was full of  bad

around. In the town itself  the Time

LITTLEBRIDGE HOUSE B&B

omens: the earth shook, there was an eclipse

 Tedstone Wafer, Bromyard, Herefordshire  HR7 4PN

 Tel:  01885 482471

The Time Machine Museum

 e-mail:  littlebridge_1@tiscali.com

 website:  www.littlebridgehouse.com

and Coffee Shop

Littlebridge House has been the family home of the 12 The Square, Bromyard, 

Williams family for more than 50 years, and since 1989

 Herefordshire, HR7 4BP

Gill has been offering good-value Bed & Breakfast

accommodation in this lovely rural setting on the B4203

 Tel:  01885 488 329

three miles north of Bromyard. The handsome and

 e-mail - info@timemachineuk.com

imposing early-Victorian house has three comfortable guest bedrooms website:  www.timemachineuk.com

with en suite shower room, co-ordinated soft furnishings, TV, radio-alarm A visit to the Time Machine Museum transportsyou clock, hot drinks tray, shaver point and hairdryer. Cots are available on to a large and exciting display of TV, Film, Science

request and babysitting can be arranged with a little notice. The house Fiction and rare and collectable toys of yester year, 

has a comfortable lounge with a woodburning stove and a bright, sunny including Thunderbirds, Stingray, Captain Scarlet, 

dining room where a full English breakfast and an optional evening meal Supercar, Dr. Who, Star Wars, Bears, Dolls, Pedal

are served, both making excellent use of local or home-grown produce. 

Cars, Railways, Disney and much more more. 

The large gardens surrounding Littlebridge House are perfect for a The museum is one of the most informative you

leisurely stroll or for children to romp, and well-known nearby walks will visit, with hundreds of rare and exciting exhibits. 

command stunning walks over National Trust land with views to the Afterwards browse the Collectors Shop and relax and reflect in The Time Machine coffee shop, set Black Mountains and Malvern Hills. The National Trust’s Lower in an Elizabethan retro style. 

Brockhampton Estate, the Hop Pocket Craft Centre and churches at Opening Hours: Apr 1st - Sep 30th - Open everyday 10:30am - 5:00pm. 

Edvin Loach and Edwyn Ralph are all nearby, and there’s also plenty to see in Bromyard, including Oct 1st - Mar 31st - Open everyday except Monday and Tuesday 11am - 4pm. 

the charming Time Machine Museum, the Heritage Centre and the annual Gala and Folk Festival. 
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Machine Museum (formerly the Teddy Bear over a synod of  bishops here in AD603. The HEREFORDSHIRE

HOP POCKET CRAFT CENTRE, 

Museum - see panel on page 30), housed in a

chair was retrieved by an antiquarian visiting

RESTAURANT & SHOPPING VILLAGE

former bakery, is a magical little world of

the church during a 19th-century restoration, 

 Bishop’s Frome, Herefordshire  WR6 5BT

teddy bears, dolls, pedal cars, prams, puppets, 

minutes before workmen were about to chop

 Tel:  01531 640323  Fax:  01531 640684

Disney-related toys and props and

it up for firewood. The chair is now in

 e-mail:  info@thehoppocket.com

memorabilia from  Dr Who,  Star Wars, 

Canterbury Cathedral. 

 website:  www.thehoppocket.com

 Thunderbirds,  Stingray and  Captain Scarlet BISHOP’S FROME

From small beginnings in 1988 the Pudge family have

(01885 488329). In late June and early July, 

 3 miles S of  Bromyard on the B4214

created an excellent rural shopping village of enormous and the Bromyard Gala takes place, which has

varied appeal. The centre is open from 10 to 5.30 Tuesday built up to a major event over the years. Later

A  Church    H  Hop Pocket Craft Centre

to Saturday, 11 to 5 Sunday, closed Mondays except Bank Holidays; open Wednesday to Sunday only January and

on, The Nostock Festival and Folk Festival

St Mary’s Church is notable for its massive

February. Entry is free and there’s a large free car park. 

bring in the crowds. 

font more than 700 years old. Entry to the

The Craft Shop is an Aladdin’s Cave of handmade crafts EDVIN LOACH

church is by way of  a handsome lychgate, a

and gifts large and small to suit all pockets. Specialities 19th-century porch and a beautiful Norman

include hop garlands – traditional garlands for the home, to 3 miles N of  Bromyard off  the B4203

doorway. Inside, a battered figure of  a knight

train along a beam or over a kitchen cupboards, and a

The remains of  one of  Britain’s rare Saxon

popular feature of country weddings. 

in armour lies sword in hand and with a lion at

churches can be found here. The church at

his feet. Lying close to the Worcestershire

The Farmhouse Fayre Restaurant serves freshly cooked nearby Edwyn Ralph is noted for its unusual

snacks and meals, sandwiches, cakes and cream teas. 

border, in hop country, is the Hop Pocket

monument and medieval effigies under

Craft Centre (see panel opposite), which has

The Wine Company stocks a wide selection (some of it local) of wines, beers, ciders and spirits, with a chance to the tower. 

working kilns and machinery, shops, a craft

sample before buying. Tel: 01531 640592


LOWER BROCKHAMPTON

shop and a restaurant. It lies just off the

The Shopping Village is home to 20 or so unusual 2 miles E of  Bromyard off  the A44

A4103 Hereford-Worcester road. 

independent shops, a world of gifts you won’t find on the High Street: gift ideas, home furnishings, jewellery, pine A  Brockhampton Estate


HOPE UNDER DINMORE

furniture, kitchen accessories and cookware, clothes, 

shoes, glassware, tiles, scarves, bags, wooden toys, 

The 1,900 acres of  wood and farmland that

 8 miles N of  Hereford on the A49

contemporary artwork and lots more. 

comprise Brockhampton Estate (National

D  Queenswood Country Park    E  Hampton Court

Hop Pocket is a delightful place to visit, but a big range Trust) are the essence of  Herefordshire. 

To the south of the village, at Dinmore Hill, 

of products can be browsed and ordered online. 

Springtime sees the park at its best when

stretch the green spaces of Queenswood

daffodils provide a mass of  colour but there

Country Park, a popular place for walking and

are delightful woodland and lakeside nature

enjoying the panoramic views. The Park


HOP POCKET GARDEN CENTRE

walks to be enjoyed throughout the year. 

includes 67 acres of  arboretum with over 500

 Bishop’s Frome, Herefordshire  WR6 5BT

Within the grounds of  the traditionally farmed rare and exotic trees from all over the world, Tel:  01531 640121  e-mail:  cweston@hop-pocket.co.uk   website:  www.hop-pocket.co.uk estate stands a late 14th-century half-timbered

and 103 acres of  SSSI-designated woodland

Clive Weston is based at the Hop Pocket Shopping Village and supplies a huge range of annuals, moated manor house with a very unusual

rich in wildlife. It offers waymarked trails, 

perennials, plants, trees and

detached gatehouse and the ruins of  a 12th-

panoramic views, picnic areas, barbecue

shrubs, ornamental grasses, 

century chapel (01885 488099). 

facilities, a children’s adventure play area and a

hanging baskets ready made

or made to order, pots, 


STANFORD BISHOP

Tourist Information Centre open March to

troughs, feeds, bird tables, 

 3 miles SE of  Bromyard off  the B4220

December. Park open all year dawn to dusk. 

wind chimes, weather vanes, 

Free entry. 

pergolas and arbours. As well

The Church at Stanford Bishop once

as many unusual plants they

A more recent addition to the county’s

also supply statues, tools

possessed an old oak chair in which it is

notable gardens is Hampton Court (see panel

and gifts. 

believed St Augustine sat when he presided

on page 34), magnificent organic gardens in
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historic castle grounds. Within the

HEREFORDSHIRE

Hampton Court Herefordshire

1,000-acre estate surrounding a

 Hampton Court Estate, Hope-Under-Dinmore, 

fortified medieval manor house are

 Leominster, Herefordshire  HR6 0PN

walled vegetable and flower gardens, 

 The Castle: Tel:  01568 797676   Fax 01568 797472

pools, canals, island pavilions, a maze

 The Garden: Tel. 01568 797777  Fax 01568 797472

with a secret tunnel and a waterfall in a

 e-mail:  gardens@hamptoncourt.org.uk

sunken garden. There are river and

 website:  www.hamptoncourt.org.uk

woodland walks, a restaurant and shop

Hampton Court was founded in 1430 as a reward for (01568 797777). 

a knight’s bravery at Agincourt.  The castle and

gardens have been remodelled several times during

Leominster

their long history, each generation adding new

features according to the fashions of the day. In the

A  Priory Church    A  Grange Court

18th century Lord Coningsby established the gardens

B  Museum

and the Victorian Arkwright dynasty added rose

gardens and a naturalistic fernery. The estate declined The hub of  the farming community

after the second world war until its sale in 1994 to

and the largest town in this part of

the Van Kampen family, when a massive programme

the county, Leominster became

of building restoration was begun. 

wealthy in the Middle Ages through

Attention turned to the gardens in 1996 and

the wool trade of  its local Ryeland

designers Simon Dorrell and David Wheeler were

sheep; the fleeces came to be known

chosen to provide an appropriately elaborate setting

as ‘Leminster Ore’ meaning

for the newly restored castle. Original Victorian garden Leominster Gold. The town still

walls enclose stunning new flower gardens divided by canals, island pavilions and Priory Church, Leominster

prospers today and is well-known as

pleached avenues. The kitchen garden is an ornamental garden of fruit and vegetables. 

It is managed organically, supplying produce to the Orangery Restaurant for its one of  the most important antiques

seasonal menu. 

centres in the region. Some have linked the

King and hermit. Other, more likely

There is a maze of a thousand yews with a gothic tower at its centre. Climb to the unusual name with Richard the Lionheart, but

explanations of the name revolve around

top for a panoramic view of the gardens or descend underground to a tunnel that leads there was in fact an earlier king with a similar

Welsh and medieval Latin words for ‘stream’

to a waterfall in the sunken garden. Beautiful herbaceous borders stretch out from a nickname. In the 7th century, Merewald, King

and ‘marsh’. 

one hundred and fifty year old wisteria

of  Mercia, was renowned for his bravery and

The magnificent ruins of  the Priory

tunnel that leads to vast lawns and

ferocity and was known as ‘the Lion’. He is

Church of  St Peter and St Paul, originally

ancient trees beside the castle. Beyond

said to have had a dream concerning a

King Merewald’s convent, was founded in

the lawns are riverside and woodland

message from a Christian missionary, while at

walks. 

1123, and the three naves, built in the 12th, 

the same time a religious hermit had a vision

Adjoining the castle, in a grand

13th and 14th centuries, attest to its

of a lion coming to him and eating from his

conservatory designed by Joseph

importance. A curio here, standing in the

hand. They later met up at what was to be

Paxton, is the Orangery Café. Here

north aisle, is the last ducking stool to be used

Leominster almost by accident, and when the

delicious lunches and teas can be

in England. It’s recorded that the miscreant

enjoyed. The garden shop, in the garden

King heard of  the hermit’s strangely

was one Jennie Pipes, the year was 1809, but

bothy, sells plants from the garden, 

coincidental dream, he was persuaded to

it’s not known which of  the two crimes that

homemade produce from the castle

convert to Christianity. Later, Merewald

were punished in this way she had committed

kitchens and local crafts and gifts. 

requested that a convent and church be built

– being a ‘scold’ or selling adulterated goods. 

in the town; a stone lintel on the west door of

A short walk away, in Priory Park, is

the church depicts the chance meeting of
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Grange Court, a fine timbered building that

set among medieval buildings, a kitchen

HEREFORDSHIRE


THE QUARRY FARM SHOP

for many years stood in the market place. Built garden, pigeon house, tithe barn, cider press QUALITY MEAT AS IT USED TO BE PRODUCED

in 1633, it is the work of  the royal carpenter

and ruined chapel. 

 Luston, Herefordshire  HR6 0AW

John Abel, and shows typical Abel

 Tel:  01568 613156


ASHTON

flamboyance in its elaborate carvings. 

 e-mail:  sales@quarryfarmshop.co.uk

 3 miles N of Leominster on the A49

Leominster Museum tells the story

 website:  www.quarryfarmshop.co.uk

of Leominster and its people since

A  Berrington Hall

Quarry Farm is cared for by the Jones family, and pre-Roman times. 

every aspect of running the farm and the shop is

Four miles north of  Leominster on the road

in the hands of various members of the family. 

to Ludlow stands the National Trust’s

Lewis and Sarah are responsible for the livestock, 

which they raise on the farm using traditional

Around Leominster

Berrington Hall, an elegant late 18th-century

methods, mainly grass-fed with no additives, 

mansion designed by Henry Holland (later

hormones or unnecessary drugs. 


KIMBOLTON

architect to the Prince Regent) in parkland laid

They also source meat from a few carefully

selected local family farms, always with an

 3 miles NE of  Leominster off  the A49

out by his father-in-law Capability Brown. 

Features of  the interior include a spectacular

overriding concern for the highest standards of

There are two delightful gardens to visit near

animal welfare and for where and how the meat

staircase hall, gilt tracery, fine furniture and

is produced and the distance from producer to

Kimbolton. At Stockton Bury (turn right off

paintings, a display of  costumes from the

plate – their own livestock is slaughtered in an

the A49 on to the A4112) the sheltered four-

Charles Wade collection of  Snowshill Manor, a

abattoir very close to the farm. The farm shop is

acre garden has an extensive variety of  plants

nursery, Victorian laundry and tiled Georgian

a more recent venture set up by Richard, who

puts his training as a butcher to excellent use. 

Beef, lamb, pork, seasonal game and poultry are

HIGHGATE HOUSE B&B

all of consistently high quality, and the cooked

meats, bacon, sausages and sausage rolls are

 29 Hereford Road, Leominster, 

always in great demand. 

 Herefordshire  HR6 8JS

Mum in the farm’s kitchen is kept busy

 Tel:  01568 614562

producing a mouth-watering variety of flavour-

 e-mail:  cyrilmerriman@btinternet.com

packed ready meals and scrumptious pies and

 website:  www.highgate-house.co.uk

cakes, while Dad is responsible for deliveries, 

Highgate House is the home of

ensuring that the customer receives his order in

Margaret and Cyril Merriman, a late-

the very best condition. The fruit and vegetable

Victorian house a ten-minute stroll from the centre of Leominster. The section of the farm shop is also top-notch, and

owners have retained many delightful features, including a beautiful the fruit, fresh and frozen, the meringues, the

tile hall floor and fireplaces in most of the rooms. The whole place is cream and the organic ice cream are just waiting

decorated and furnished in keeping with its age and character, and the to be turned into luscious desserts. Other items

owners have imbued their home with a particularly warm and inviting on the shelves include bread, preserves and

ambience. 

pickles, eggs, crisps, chocolates and fruit juices. 

The family guarantee that all who visit this

The Bed & Breakfast accommodation comprises three quiet, outstanding enterprise enjoy a pleasurable

spacious bedrooms, two with en suite facilities, the other a family shopping experience, and the reputation for

room with a private bathroom. The rooms are provided with Freeview quality, reliability and service has spread far beyond the immediate area. 

TV and hospitality tray. Guests can relax in the roomy lounge and plan the day’s activities, and Margaret’s wonderful multi-choice breakfasts Holidaymakers, especially those staying at self-catering establishments, are regular buyers of make a perfect start to a day’s walking, golf or sightseeing. 

the super breakfast boxes and local households and catering outlets are grateful for the barbecue packs and the 10kg and 20kg freezer packs of the farm’s own red Hereford beef. The farm also The town of Leominster, on the famous Black & White Village offers a full catering service that includes barbecues, paella and traditional pig roasts. Quarry Farm Trail, has much to attract the tourist, including the imposing  Priory Church of St Peter & St Paul, is open from 8 to 4 on Monday, from 8 to 6 Tuesday to Friday and from 8 to 5.30 on Saturday. 

the Folk Museum, the Lion gallery a 13th century chapel dedicated to Thomas à Becket and a Customers can also visit the farm’s website to browse through the lists and order online. The number of antique shops. The National Trust properties of Berrington Hall, Croft Castle are within village of Luston is situated on the B4361 between Ludlow and Leominster. 

7/8 miles. 
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dairy. Most notable of  all are perhaps the


ORLETON

HEREFORDSHIRE


CARADOC HOUSE B&B

beautifully decorated ceilings: in the drawing

 6 miles N of  Leominster off  the B4361

room, the central medallion of Jupiter, Cupid

 49 Watling Street, Leintwardine, 

A  Richard’s Castle

and Venus is a composite scene taken from

 Craven Arms, Herefordshire  SY7 0LL

 Tel:  01547 540238

The Council and The Banquet of  the Gods by The churchyard at Orleton is thought by some e-mail: robinnsue@btinternet.com

Penni and del Colle in the Villa Farnesina in

to be the likely setting for the Resurrection at

 website:  www.caradoc.org.uk

Rome. In the grounds are a walled garden with the Day of  Judgment, and for that reason Caradoc House is a late Georgian house in

a collection of  pre-1900 local apple trees, a

people from all over the country used to ask

the peaceful village of Leintwardine on the

woodland walk and a living willow tunnel in

to be buried here in the hope that they would

Shropshire/Herefordshire border just 8

the children’s play area. One of  the trails takes

be among the first in the queue when life

miles southwest of Ludlow set in glorious

in a Site of Special Scientific Interest with a

began again. The road north from Orleton

unspoilt countryside. 

Robin and Sue Benson enjoy meeting

heronry. 

leads to Richard’s Castle on the Shropshire

and looking after their Bed & Breakfast guests, and tea and cakes on arrival and a wag of welcome border. This Norman castle, which lies in


YARPOLE

from Basil the Dalmatian set the scene of relaxed hospitality that makes staying here such a ruins on the hillside above the church, was, 

pleasure. The accommodation comprises a double room with en suite facilities and a twin with a 4 miles N of  Leominster off  the B4361

like so many others, built as a defence against

private bathroom; both are very comfortable and well-appointed, with crisp cotton bed linen, a hot drinks tray and lovely fresh flowers. The guest drawing room has a real fire, TV, board games and A  Churches    A  Croft Castle

the marauding Welsh. The church played a

maps and other local information. There’s a good choice for breakfast, including home-grown fruit, In this delightful village with its jumble of

similar role, and in the 14th century it was

home-made preserves and delicious local honey as well as a classic cooked plateful. Caradoc House is a great base for a walking or cycling holiday, with miles of quiet lanes, tracks and trails –

cottages and their colourful gardens stands

refurbished for use as a chapel by the

Offa’s Dyke Path, the Mortimer Trail and the Herefordshire way are all nearby. The hosts are happy the Church of  St Leonard, which has a

Knights Hospitallers. 

to take care of wet clothes (the Aga does an excellent job!) and the house has storage space for detached bell tower, a wooden structure with

bicycles – bike hire can be arranged locally. 

MORTIMER’S CROSS

a stone outer wall. At neighbouring Eye are

 7 miles NW of Leominster on the A4110/B4362

Eye Manor and the Church of  St Peter and


UPPER BUCKTON FARM

St Paul, where Thomas Harley, a Lord Mayor

C  Battle Site

 Buckton, Leintwardine, Craven Arms, 

of  London, is buried. An unusual feature of

The site of one of  England’s greatest and

 Herefordshire  SY7 0JU

this church is the pulpit with carvings of

bloodiest battles. Here, on 3  February 1461, a

 Tel:  01547 540634

Native Americans. 

 e-mail:  ghlloyd@btconnect.com

decisive battle in the War of  the Roses was

Near Yarpole, reached from the B4362

fought, with the Yorkists defeating the

The location, the fine home cooking

and the accommodation bring guests

between Bircher and Mortimer’s Cross, 

Lancastrians. Hundreds died that day, but 19-

back year after year to Upper Buckton Farm set in 450 acres of unspoilt countryside looking stands Croft Castle, an atmospheric property year-old Edward Mortimer, the Duke of south over the River Teme towards the forested Wigmore Rolls. In their handsome Georgian in the care of  the National Trust. Behind a

York’s eldest son, survived and was crowned

house Hayden and Yvonne have three letting bedrooms – one is a double with en suite shower defensive exterior that tells of  the troubled

room, the others doubles/twins with private bathrooms. All rooms come with fluffy towells and King Edward IV in the following month. Visit

bathrobes along with beautiful cotton embroidered bed linen. The whole house is comfortably times of  Marcher territory, the state rooms

the Battle Centre at Watermill. 

and traditionally furnished, with antiques and interesting paintings and a wonderfully relaxed, are elegant and comfortable, with rare

civilised ambience. 

furniture, fine plasterwork and portraits of


WIGMORE

Guests can enjoy afternoon tea or after-dinner coffee round the log fire in the sitting room, or the Croft family, who have been associated

 11 miles NW of Leominster on the A4110

on a warm summer’s day drinks can be taken on the veranda overlooking the croquet lawn. 

Yvonne is a superb cook, making excellent use of produce from the farm and garden and local with the house since 1086. In the park are

A  Castle     A  Abbey

meat, including spring lamb, free-range pork and chicken, super sausages, seasonal game and fresh ancient oaks and an avenue of  350-year-old

fish caught of the coasts of Cornwall. A delicious meal is enhanced by a fine wine list chosen by A few miles on from Mortimer’s Cross, 

Spanish chestnut trees. Also looked after by

Hayden from a top wine merchant in Shrewsbury. The grounds that surround the house are full of interest, with old-fashioned meadowland, a haha, a marlpit, a heronry, a weir, a millstream and the the National Trust, and just a short walk

Wigmore is noted for its ruined Castle and

site of a 12th century motte & bailey castle. They also contain a point-to-point course that hosts away, is Croft Ambrey, an Iron Age fort that

Abbey. With its impressive vantage point, the

two meetings a year, the Teme Valley and the United Hunts. The area attracts walkers, painters, affords stunning views. 

hillside at Wigmore was a natural site for

golfers, horse riders and birdwatchers – the red kites over the Elan Valley are a wonderful sight. 
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building a castle, which is what William


SHOBDON

HEREFORDSHIRE



THE RADNORSHIRE ARMS HOTEL

FitzOsbern did in the 11th century. This was

 8 miles W of Leominster on the B4362

one of  a chain of  fortifications built along

 High Street, Presteigne, Powys  LD8 2BE

A  Church    C  Shobdon Arches

 Tel:  01544 267406  Fax:  01544 260418

the Welsh border. By the time of  his death in

E  Lingen Nursery    E  Bryan’s Ground

 e-mail:  info@rahwales.com

1071, FitzOsbern had also built Chepstow, 

 website:  www.radnorshirearmshotel.com

Berkeley, Monmouth, Guenta (perhaps

The Church of  St John the Evangelist, 

One of Presteigne’s most striking buildings is the Radnorshire Winchester?) and Clifford, and had rebuilt

which stands on the site of  a 12th century

Arms Hotel, a lovely half-timbered structure that was originally Ewyas Harold. Wigmore passed into the

priory, is the most amazing in the county. In

built as a house for Sir Christopher Hatton, one of Elizabeth I’s hands of  the Clifford family, then the

the 1750s, Lord Bateman demolished the

leading courtiers. A Grade II listed building, the hotel, with its wealth of original exposed beams and timber-panelled walls, ambitious Mortimers, and it was no doubt

medieval priory (relocating selected fragments

exudes an atmosphere of luxurious comfort and classic

here that the future Edward IV prepared

as a hilltop folly a quarter of  a mile away), and

Jacobean elegance. 

himself  for the battle at Mortimer’s Cross. 

built a new church that has been described as

The hotel today is as rich in amenities as its 17th century Enough of  the ruins remain to show that

“a pastiche of  the Countess’ boudoir in

structure is in history. There are 10 en suite rooms and one family suite on a bed and breakfast rate and 8 spacious garden Wigmore was once a very important castle, 

Mozart’s opera  The Marriage of  Figaro”. The

overall effect is of  being inside a giant

rooms, all ensuite and fully equipped to the highest standard and one which protected the village and its

with WiFi access. The garden rooms are pet-friendly and have wedding cake, with white and pale blue icing

environs for many centuries until the

a room only  or bed and breakfast rate. 

everywhere, and lovely stained glass adding to

For the ultimate dining experience, the Oak Room and The Hattons both offer a superb range of Civil War. 

the dazzling scene. Such is its flamboyance, the

fresh, home-cooked meals; including vegetarian and special diets which make the most of the BRAMPTON BRYAN

 Shell Guide declared that this church was “an

exceptional local and seasonal produce. Other amenities include a residents’ lounge, drying room, a traditional bar and a large landscaped garden with a children‘s play area. There is assisted disabled 16 miles NW of Leominster on the A4113

inconceivable place to hold a funeral”. It has

access to the garden rooms, and full access to the bar and restaurants and parking is via 2 car to be seen to be believed. 

parks, one situated at the front and the other at the rear of the hotel. A garage facility is available Many of  the thatched cottages in the village, 

Just north of  the village are the Shobdon

by prior booking for cyclists and motorbikes. 

as well as its castle, had to be rebuilt after a

Arches, a collection of  Norman sculptures

siege during the Civil War in 1643. The chief


EARDISLAND

autumn, an exhibition of  village and parish life

that have sadly been greatly damaged by

relic of  the castle is the gatehouse, which

 8 miles W of Leominster on the B4529

is staged. At Holmlea stands the Eardisland

centuries of  exposure to the elements, but

now stands in the gardens of  a charming

A  Church    A  Dovecote    A  Burton Court

Dovecote, a unique Georgian dovecote in a

which still demonstrate the high skills of  the

18th-century house near the Church of

sculptors of  the 12th century. 

“An uncommonly pretty

St Barnabus. Sir Robert Harley, a relation of

Country roads signposted from the B4362

village”, said Pevsner of  this

Thomas Harley of  Berrington Hall, owned

lead west from Shobdon to Lingen, where the

renowned spot on the banks of

the castle and it was due to his allegiance to

Nursery and Garden are a horticultural haven

the River Arrow. Certainly

Cromwell that it was besieged not once but

for visitors to this remote area of the Marches. 

glorious, Eardisland is one of

twice by the Royalist army. Following the

The gardens are home to National Collections

the most beautiful villages in the

eventual destruction of  the castle by the

of Iris Sibirica and Herbaceous Campanula. 

county (and the competition is

Royalists, Harley fell out with Cromwell. 

Even nearer the Welsh border, between

very strong), and with its inns, 

They remained at loggerheads until Cromwell Kinsham and Stapleton (signs from the B4362

bowling green, river and

died, and on that day in September 1658, it is

at Combe) is Bryan’s Ground, a three-acre

charming buildings spanning the

said that a violent storm swept through

Edwardian garden with towers and topiary, 

centuries, this is essential

Brampton Bryan Park, destroying a great

follies and fragrant flowers, a specialist

England. Dominating the scene

number of  trees. Harley was convinced that

collection of  old roses, formal pools and

is the 12th-century Church of  St

the storm was caused by the Devil dragging

potager, and paths to a five-acre arboretum

Mary the Virgin where, each

Cromwell down to Hell. 

beside the river. 

year, from Easter until late

River Arrow, Eardisland
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beautiful riverside setting in the centre of a

village, a fact which is often attributed to the

HEREFORDSHIRE


OLD CHAPEL GALLERY

conservation village. A mile outside Eardisland

plague causing older settlements to be

Established in 1989 by Yasmin Strube, Old Chapel Gallery has is Burton Court, whose centrepiece is the

abandoned. The Church of  St Michael and

become recognised as a centre of excellence for the arts, where sumptuous 14th-century Great Hall. Many

All Angels dates mainly from the 13th

work by both reputable local and nationally known artists and makers additions have been made to the building down

century and was restored in 1870 when close

can be seen alongside innovative work by talented newcomers. The emphasis is on quality and originality, from glass, ceramics, the years, and the present entrance, dating from

to collapse. The ruins of  the castle include

jewellery, iron-work, sculpture, furniture, to textiles and knitwear and 1912, is the work of  Sir Clough Williams-Ellis

some walls and part of  the moat, making this

a diverse range of original watercolours, oils, pastels, etchings and of Portmeirion fame. Highlight of the various

the most ‘complete’ of  all the castle ruins in

aquatints. The gallery hosts regular and ever changing exhibitions and attractions is a collection of European and

the area. Among the fine old buildings in the

showcases. There is also an annual garden sculpture exhibition. 

Oriental costumes, but of  interest, too, are a

village itself  are the Royal George Inn (see

A range of services are available through the gallery including commissioning and a “take it on appro” service for local and regular model ship collection, a wide range of  natural

panel opposite), Ivy House, The Wharf  and

customers. 

history specimens and a working model

The Woodlands. There are two 12th-century

The gallery has developed a website for on-line shopping. 

fairground. The Court is open only for pre-

water corn mills in the parish, one of  them, 

The gallery is selected for quality by the Crafts Council and is a arranged group visits. 

Bullock’s Mill, being documented

member of the ICGA. 

continuously from 1580 to 1928. 

Friendly and knowledgeable staff are always on hand to PEMBRIDGE

welcome you and make your visit informative, pleasurable and 10 miles W of Leominster on the A44


KINGTON

memorable. 

Old Chapel Gallery is OPEN DAILY 11 - 5

A  Church    H  Old Chapel Gallery

 15 miles W of Leominster on the A44

 East Street, Pembridge Herefordshire  HR6 9HB

The influential Mortimer family were

A  Cwmmau Farmhouse    B  Museum

 e-mail: oldchapelgallery@googlemail.com

responsible for the medieval prosperity of

C  Wapley Hill    C  Offa’s Dyke

 website: www.oldchapelgallery.co.uk  Tel: 01544 388842

historic Pembridge, and many handsome

E  Small Breeds Farm Park & Owl Centre

buildings bear witness to their patronage and its

E  Hergest Croft Gardens    F  Hergest Court


THE ROYAL GEORGE INN

legacy. The most famous building is the 14th-

 Lyonshall, nr Kington, Herefordshire  HR5 3JN

century Church, a three-storey structure in

The road up to Kington passes many places

 Tel:  01544 340084

stone and timber with a marvellous timber

of  interest, and for two in particular a short

 e-mail:  sue.geyton@btinternet.com

Belfry. The bell and the clock mechanism can

pause will be well worth while. The National

 website:  www.royalgeorgelyonshall.co.uk

be viewed from inside the church. Two other

Trust’s Cwmmau Farmhouse, which lies four

In 1840 there were seven pubs in Lyonshall, now there’s just buildings that the visitor should not miss are

miles south of  Kington between the A4111

one. The Royal George Inn is at the heart of the community, the delightful 16th-century Market Hall

and A438 at Brilley, is an imposing timber-

and the community is very much in the hearts of Kevin and Sue Geyton and their family. The friendliest of hosts, they standing on its eight oak pillars and the Old

framed and stone-tiled farmhouse dating from

have an equally warm welcome for familiar faces and for Chapel Gallery (see panel opposite) in a

the early 17th century. Viewing is by guided

occasional visitors, including families with children and dogs. 

converted Victorian chapel. A little way south

tour only. Call 01497 831251.  Kington

Dating from the 17th century and updated in uncluttered of Pembridge is Dunkerton’s Cider Mill, where

Museum tells the story of  Kington from

contemporary style, the inn has a number of bars and dining areas where a good choice of drinks and super home-cooked cider and perry are produced from organically

Roman times to the present day. Open April

food is served. Sue’s food ranges from light bites/starters to grown local fruit. Open Monday to Saturday. 

to September, Tuesday to Saturday. 

pub classics such as lasagne, fishcakes, scampi, battered cod, A splendid place for a family visit is the

honey-roast ham, burgers, Herefordshire sirloin steaks, curries LYONSHALL

Small Breeds Farm Park and Owl Centre. 

and pasta. Daily specials like liver & bacon with onion gravy 14 miles W of Leominster on the A480

and poached salmon with a caperberry butter sauce extend The Owl Centre houses one of  the finest

the choice. Sunday lunchtime brings a choice of traditional C  Church    C  Castle

displays of  owls in the UK, and in the Pet

roasts and Thursday is steak night – always a popular occasion. 

The inn, which is open every session except Monday lunchtime, was just The George until The remains of  the Church and Castle are Animal House can be seen guinea pigs, mice, 

1782, when it was renamed to commemorate a naval disaster in which the flagship of the fleet at some distance from the main body of the

chinchillas, rabbits and chipmunks. Other

The Royal George with the loss of 900 lives. 
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creatures on the site include ducks, geese and

family who gained particular notoriety were

HEREFORDSHIRE


THE OXFORD ARMS

swans in the landscaped waterfowl enclosure, 

Thomas ‘Black’ Vaughan and his wife, who

 Duke Street, Kington, Herefordshire  HR5 3DR

colourful pheasants, doves, bantams, red

was known as Gethen the Terrible. She is said

 Tel:  01544 230322

squirrels and Rhubarb the reindeer in his smart

to have taken revenge on a man who killed her

 e-mail: fredhawkins@btconnect.com

new enclosure with his lady friends Gloria and

brother by taking part in an archery

 website:  www.the-oxford-arms.co.uk

Cynthia (01544 231109). 

competition disguised as a man. When her

Fred, Sadie and Molly Hawkins came to The Oxford Arms in Half  a mile off  the A44 on the Welsh side

turn came, she shot him dead at point-blank

February 2008 with the aim of running an old-fashioned pub with of  Kington are Hergest Croft Gardens, 

range and escaped in the ensuing melee. 

good home-cooked food, real ales and a warm welcome for one and all – all of which they’ve achieved in some style. The inn started life four distinct gardens for all seasons from

Thomas died at the Battle of  Banbury in 1469, 

in the 17th century as a coaching inn called The Salutation – the spring bulbs to autumn colour that include a

but, being a true Vaughan, that was not the

name was changed at the end of the 19th century in honour of the valley of  giant rhododendrons, spectacular

last of  him. He is said to have haunted the

Earl of Oxford, a big local landowner. Before that it was an important stop on coaching runs to Leominster, Aberystwyth and azaleas, an old-fashioned kitchen garden and

church in the guise of  a bull, and even

London; those grand days may be over, but the old lady is getting plenty of love and attention from a marvellous collection of  trees and shrubs. 

managed to turn himself  into a horsefly to

the Hawkins family and their growing band of regulars. The interior is warm and inviting, with two Hergest holds National Collections of

annoy the local horses. He was back in taurine

bars, a cosy dining room, a wood-panelled bar counter…and a classic red telephone box. 

maples, birches and zelkovas. Open Easter to

form when he was finally overcome by a band

Herefordshire real ales quench country thirsts, and appetites are satisfied by a selection of classic pub dishes, including steaks, the stew of the week served in a giant Yorkshire pudding, and 1 November. 

of  clerics. One of  the band managed to shrink

always a good selection of homemade vegetarian choices. 

Nearby is the impressive Hergest Ridge, 

him and cram him into a snuff  box, which was

The inn also offers comfortable guest accommodation in three good-size rooms, one with en rising to around 1,400 feet, and, on its

quickly consigned to the waters of  Hergest

suite facilities, the others with private bathrooms across the corridor. This super inn is open southern edge, Hergest Court, once owned

Pool. Later owners of  the estate found and

Monday and Tuesday from 6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Sunday, lunchtimes and evenings and all day Saturday from 12noon to 12 midnight. Food is served at all sessions that by the Vaughan family. Two members of  the

unwittingly opened the box, letting Black

we are open, 12noon - 2.30pm and 6pm - 9pm. 

GLYN SLADE-JONES BUTCHERS

HERGEST RIDGE VIEW SELF-CATERING

 39 High Street, Kington, Herefordshire  HR5 3BJ


ACCOMMODATION

Tel:  01544 230470


 Kingswood, nr Kington, Herefordshire  HR5 3HH

On the High Street of Kington, Glyn Slade-Jones is a family butchers of distinction with a reputation for quality and Tel: 01544 230137

service that stretches back more than 25 years. Glyn and Marjorie Jones, mother and business partner of Glyn at the his mother and business partner Marjorie have earned

family butchers, has two cottages for self-catering guests on numerous awards for the business, including Flavours of either side of her home at Kingswood, a short drive west of Herefordshire (three times) and Best Local Food Retailer in Kington. Standing on a quiet country lane, Mavis Cottage the West Midlands 2008 (sponsored by the Countryside

enjoys stunning views over Hergest Ridge to the Welsh

Alliance). These awards are a spur to maintain the high borders from its elevated position. It has a lounge, a Victorian conservatory-style dining room, standards, because, as Glyn says, ‘your’e only as good as kitchen and bathroom on the ground floor and two bedrooms – a double and a twin – upstairs. A the last pork chop you sell’. 

few steps away, Steepholm is a delightful single-storey stone cottage with living and dining areas, Most of the meat comes from farmers within a few

kitchen, bathroom, double and twin bedrooms and the same great views. Both have everything miles of the shop, and some from their own farm near

needed for comfortable, go-as-you-please stay, including excellent cooking arrangements, a Lyonshall. Everything they sell here is excellent, but for woodburning stove, washing machine, fridge-freezer TV, books and board games and secluded Glyn and for many of his regular customers pride of place gardens….and Marjorie is usually close by to give assistance and information about the local go to his amazing sausages, which are responsible for

attractions. And what better place to buy

many of the awards. The choice changes all the time, 

supplies for a princely meal than the

sometimes with ideas from the local community, but a

family butchers in Kington! The cottages

typical selection could include plain pork, pork & leek, are an ideal base for touring, for a walking

pork & peppers, pork with smoked bacon & tomato and beef with horseradish. When available, holiday – Offa’s Dyke Path is nearby – or

Marjorie’s pork pies and other pastries and her chutneys and preserves should definitely not be for just relaxing, recharging the batteries

missed. This outstanding butchers business is open from 7.30 to 5 (till 1 Wednesday, till 2.30

and enjoying those glorious views. 

Saturday. 
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Vaughan loose once more. The next band of

points Offa’s Dyke Path, opened by the

who later became a keen Royalist and Weobley’s the inspiration for Conan Doyle’s  Hound of HEREFORDSHIRE

intrepid clerics confined the spirit under an

Countryside Commission in 1971, diverts

MP. Little but the earthworks remain of

 the Baskervilles. 

oak tree, but he is currently at large again -

from the actual Dyke into magnificent scenery. 

Weobley Castle, which was built before the


EARDISLEY

though not sighted for many years. These

At Kington, Offa’s Dyke links to the

Norman Conquest and was captured by King

feisty Vaughans are buried in the Vaughan

Mortimer Trail, a 30-mile route to Ludlow, 

Stephen in 1138. One of Weobley’s many

 8 miles W of  Weobley on the A4111

Chapel in Kington parish church. 

following the ridges of  the hills and woods in

interesting buildings is called The Throne, but it

A  Church    E  Great Oak

Kington itself  lies on the England/Wales

the northwest corner of  Herefordshire. 

was called The Unicorn when King Charles I

The greatest treasure of  Eardisley’s Church

border and, like other towns in the area known

took refuge after the Battle of  Naseby in 1645. 


DILWYN

of  St Mary Magdalene is its font, dating

as the Marches, had for many years to look

Weobley Museum, on the site of an old police

 7 miles SW of Leominster on the A4112

from the early 12th century. The figures

closely to the west, whence the wild Welsh

station, has exhibitions of  local history and

depicted around the font represent not only

would attack. Kington’s castle was destroyed

The village lies in a hollow, so its Old English

regularly changing displays. 

familiar religious themes, but also two men in

many centuries ago, but outside the town, on

name of  Secret Place is an appropriate one. 


KINNERSLEY

armed struggle. It is thought that these are a

Wapley Hill, are earthworks of an ancient hill The main body of  the parish church was built 5 miles SW of  Weobley on the A4112

12th-century lord of  the manor, Ralph de

fort that could be the site of  King Caractacus’

around 1200, with additions in the following

Baskerville, and his father-in-law, Lord

last stand. 

century and a spire put up in the 1700s. The

A  Castle

Drogo, whom he killed in a dispute over

Most notable by far of  all the defences in

workmen who built the church were also

On the main road lie the village and

land. As a penance, Ralph was ordered by the

the region is Offa’s Dyke, the imposing ditch

associated with nearby Wormsley Priory, and

Kinnersley Castle, which has the look of  a

church authorities to commission this

that extends for almost 180 miles along the

one of  the figures in Dilwyn’s church is

fortified manor house. Famous occupants

extraordinary font. 

border, from the Severn Estuary at Sedbury

thought to be a member of  the Talbot family, 

down the years include the Morgans (the

Outside this pretty village, the most notable

Cliffs near Chepstow, across the Black

founders of  the priory. The church registers

17th century buccaneer Sir Henry Morgan

feature, standing majestically by an old chapel, 

Mountain ridge, through the Wye Valley and

go back over 400 years, providing a valuable

was one of  them) and the Vaughans. Black

is the Great Oak, which is believed to be

north to Prestatyn on the North Wales coast. 

trail of  local history. 

Vaughan’s huge dog is believed to have been

some 800 years old. 

Offa was a Mercian king of  great influence, 


WEOBLEY

with strong diplomatic links with the Popes

 9 miles SW of Leominster on the B4230

and Charlemagne, who ruled the land south

of the Humber from AD757 to AD796. 

B  Museum

Remnants of wooden stakes unearthed down

The steeple of the parish church of  St Peter

the years suggest that the Dyke had a definite

and St Paul is the second highest in the county, 

defensive role, rather than acting merely as a

a reminder that this prettiest of places

psychological barrier. It was a truly massive

(pronounced Webbly) was once a thriving

construction, in places almost 60 feet wide, 

market town. One of  its more unusual sources

and although nowadays it disappears in places, 

of wealth was a successful glove-making

much of it can still be walked, particularly in

industry that flourished in the early 19th

the Wye Valley. A stretch north of  Kington is

century when the Napoleonic Wars cut off  the

especially well preserved and provides

traditional French source of  gloves. At certain

excellent, invigorating walking for the

times in its history Weobley returned two

energetic. The walk crosses, at Bradnor Hill, 

Members of  Parliament, but there have been

the highest golf  course, over 1,200 feet above

none since 1832. One of the effigies in the

sea level. Other major traces of  the Dyke

church is of  Colonel John Birch, who was

remain, notably between Chepstow and

rewarded for his successes with Cromwell’s

Monmouth and by Oswestry, and at many

army with the Governorship of  Hereford and
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John Nash Interiors, Ledbury

pg 14

Hope-Under-Dinmore

pg 36

Cornwall

£8.99

k

........... 

East Anglia

£10.99

........... 


ARTS AND CRAFTS

The Time Machine Museum and Coffee Shop, 

Devon

£8.99

l

........... 

Heart of  England

£10.99

........... 

Artisan Yarns, Hereford

pg 20

Bromyard

pg 32

Dorset, Hants & Isle of  Wight

£8.99

Badder Fabrics of  Hereford, Hereford

pg 23

m

........... 

Ireland

£11.99

........... 

East Anglia

£8.99

........... 

North East of  England

£10.99

........... 


SPECIALIST FOOD AND DRINK SHOPS

Celebrations Ledbury Ltd, Ledbury

pg 14

Glyn Slade-Jones Butchers, Kington

pg 46

Lake District & Cumbria

£8.99

n

........... 

North West of  England

£10.99

........... 

Hop Pocket Craft Centre, Restaurant & 

Gurneys Butchers, Ledbury

pg 16

Lancashire & Cheshire

£8.99

Shopping Village, Bishop’s Frome

pg 35

o

........... 

Scotland

£11.99

........... 

The Hereford Delicatessan, Hereford

pg 20

Northumberland & Durham

£8.99

Off  The Wall, Hereford

pg 22

Hop Pocket Craft Centre, Restaurant & 

p

........... 

South of  England

£10.99

........... 

Peak District and Derbyshire

£8.99

........... 

South East of  England

£10.99

........... 

Old Chapel Gallery, Pembridge

pg 45

Shopping Village, Bishop’s Frome

pg 35

Yorkshire

£8.99

q

........... 

Wales

£11.99

........... 

Parkfields Gallery, Ross -on- Wye

pg 9

Monkton Farm Shop, Ocle Pychard

pg 31

HIDDEN PLACES NATIONAL TITLES

Tom Dickins Fine Art, Stretton Grandison

pg 17

The Quarry Farm Shop, Luston

pg 38

r West Country

£10.99

........... 

England

£11.99


FASHIONS

The Velvet Bean, Ledbury

pg 13

s

........... 

Ireland

£11.99

........... 

Badder Fabrics of  Hereford, Hereford

pg 23

Scotland

£11.99

t

........... 

Ulifas Millinery, Tupsley

pg 25

Wales

£11.99

Wyebridge Interiors, Ledbury

pg 12

u

........... 

OTHER TITLES

Off  The Motorway

£11.99

v TOTAL QUANTITY

........... 

Garden Centres and Nurseries

£11.99

........... 
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