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trmp sikchc B Egypt to Medina immediately before

the m- of Uthmar ¢ Tbn Sa'd makes only the remark that
‘he was, 2 of the readers of the Koran who accompamed Ali.2

\In'k.hon in the Ra ~atu's-Sa‘i 9 relates that this J,em:,b priest
came to ‘edina and mad- a prol=ssion of the Muharimadan faith

_ with the ope that Uth n wo: 1 respect and hono.  him. He-

met, hov ver, with disappointment, and soon began to associate

with tho  vho wure dissatisfed, and He did not hesitate to openly.
censure Uthman's administratic 1. Finally, Uthman csked, “ Who -

is this Jew, after all, that I si.,uld bear all this fror him 3 "' and
gave orders that he should be ¢
it was that he went to Egypt where he was an active consplrator
against Uthman,

Purt of the'text af .the protest of Ibn Saba was that it is a
s2y-ng of the Christians that Jesus will return, descending from
heaven to earth. [f, therefore, Mubammad is to be considered
superior to Jesus, he is more Lkely to return first, especially in the.

1 lizht of the verse in the Koran (xxviii, 8s), ** Verily he who hath

‘given thee the Koran for a rule will cextainly bring thee back
Bamehe

Tt anather of his teachings that wad _more 1mmed&a*e1y
influential was that every prophet hasa wagi {e‘keCi:tiﬁ' or pleni-~
- potentiary) and that Ali was the wasi of Muhammad, and had
indeed been so designated by him. When the people had dis-
cegarded the wish of Muhammad, they had therefore'committed
a:palpsble injustice to Al It becamb nerecsa'}, accorduu,'lv
for ull the people to champion Ali's*divinely sam:twned rights
and to obey him implicitly. In fact, the extreme us wive Shi'ites
[Ghul’at}, who went so far as to claim that Ali was himsel! divine,
have been said to have derived this conception zlso from Ibn
Saba',* who taught *that the Divimd 'Spirit which dwells in
avery pmphqt and passes successively ftpm ore [oanother, Was

Hi ;tnr ihe ,‘bab! arg, with reference to
s e I O;f‘?b* Yartien, p. 3 sedq.

suﬁirml’ Seed 5. edit, Cureton, p.f32.

npelled to leav: Medina, Then .
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The carliest traditions show that Ali's claims to the caliphat:
were not regarded by his friends and supporters as merely politics
lspirations, but as his divine right. The teaching and aglta‘m{
iof a comparatively obscure figure in the history of Islam !
"tmuch to do wlth the rise and sprnad aE thxs point of view. \=

ﬂbd AExn 1om mt; had traveued widely throughout the emplre,
&s Tabari says, ' seeking to lead the Moslems into evror.
According to Wellhausen he was said to have been a Jew befor:
‘he betame 2 Mubammadan, Originally, he had come from Sana
in the Yemen, and he had worked in the Hijaz and in the nev
:ﬁtiea of al-Basra and Kufa, and had afterwards journeyed :
ij‘ria., and had ultimately settled in Egypt. In Egypt he h
7 a leading part in the conspiracy in favour of Ali, and he
that Abo Bakr and Umu and Jthman were usurpers
?he malcontents during [thman's caliphate had bees i secre
S@respondence with Ibn Saba', and he had accompanie | the
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