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Yesterday at the Exposition

[from the Times-Herald, June 27, 2090]

by L. Frank Baum

YESTERDAY was a busy day at the exposition. The pneumatic cars were discharged from the Lake Front Station at ntervals of
one minute the entire day, and every carriage was packed. One car, indeed, became mverted, but so rapid was the transit that the
passengers were unaware of the fact until they arrived at the terminus at Kenosha Park, when the sudden stopping of the car caused
them all to drop upon their heads on the cushioned ceiling, but fortunately no one was injured.

The air ships also carried large crowds to the grounds, and the Chicago Sealed Projectile Company fired projectiles regularly every
five minutes, landing each time 1,600 passengers in the rubber receivers at Kenosha without accident. The nvention is a great
success, and the company is now arranging to fire projectiles regularly to Boston, where there are still enough mhabitants to make the
enterprise remunerative. Besides these models of transit, many came from afar n their own motorcycles, while the thousands of
motorcycles belonging in Chicago were utilized for the same purpose.

There were many foreign notables at the exposition, including the President of the German Republic, the Governors of Turkey and
Armenia, M. Pagliosky of the Russian senate and the President of the Republic of Ireland. It is expected that the President of England
will attend Saturday, if she can borrow an air ship from the Republic of Scotland to carry her over. Everyone is disposed to assist
poor England since she became so impoverished, and we hope our citizens will endeavor to treat her representative with at least a
show of respect while she is our guest.

There are many genuine novelties at Chicago's great fair. The new chemical fertilizer "Akasa" was exhibited to admiring crowds,
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and through its use wheat was grown from the seed in fifteen minutes, automatically thrashed, ground and baked in ten minutes longer,
and a superb article of bread distributed to the crowd that had watched the seed planted a half hour before. The exhibit of smokeless
tobacco attracted much attention, as did also the jagless whiskey, which has recently become so popular.

The new bicycle, which contains the motor in the half-inch tubing that forms the handle bar, was again proved a startling
success. It is understood that one has been purchased by Mrs. Strident, the director general of the exposition, for her
own use.

The popularity of thought-transference was evidenced by the large number of people who sought the solitude
rooms at the government building to receive or dispatch thoughts to friends at home, and it is probable that very soon
the telegraph will cease to be used save by the most stupid or material people.

The exhibit of monster gems is very beautiful. These were all discovered by the use of Rontgen's light, which
photographed them as they lay embedded in the bowels of the earth and so enabled the discoverers to dig them out.

The Midway is still attracting many visitors. The band of educated talking orangutangs from Africa divides popular
attention with the native of New York, who is puffed up with pride at being the last of that strange race of creatures,
who were swamped many years ago by the accumulation of consolidated conceit that overwhelmed the little island of
Manhattan.

At the beauty and costume exhibit are a bevy of ladies wearing skirts and corsets, a mode of dress that was
fashionable for a long period in the world's history. Many spectators can scarcely believe that so cramped and
unlovely a costume was ever universally adopted by women, as the symmetry of the form is not only disguised
thereby, but the discomfort to the wearer must have been great. Still there are authentic records to prove that skirts
and corsets were once the accepted mode of dress.

The kinetoscope theaters were well filled, the greatest novelty being a reproduction at the Alnambra of a play
presented by an actress named Bernhardt away back in 1896. The intonation of her voice came clearly from the
perfected graphophone hidden in the flies, while the figures thrown by the reflecting kinetoscope were lifelike, and
proved by their grace of motion that this actress was one of no mean ability.
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The illumination in the evening was beautiful, and the sky was aglow with the gorgeous electrical designs displayed
from the aerial island suspended over the exposition grounds. These, with the flashing lights of the passenger
projectiles and the illuminations from the throng of air ships, made up a delightful scene, while the soft strains of
music from the monster phonograph anchored three miles out in Lake Michigan fell sweetly and soothingly upon the
ear.

To-day's edition of THE TIMES-HERALD contains many beautiful day and night scenes at the exposition,
photographed in their natural colors.

L. FRANK BAUM.
120 Flournoy Street, Chicago.

[ Third Prize, Offer No.12, Chicago's International Exposition, A.D. 2090.]

Scanned and edited by Scott Andrew Hutchins, based on the text in The Baum Bugle 56, Autumn 1976.
Afterword forthcoming.
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