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unting small game is a great way to start your hunting career.

Squirrels, opossums, raccoons, rabbits, and hare are all small

game. Some of these wild animals are hunted for food.

Small game are usually easy to find if you are hunting in the right
habitat. A habitat is where an animal lives. This area includes shelter

and food for the animal. Most small game live in woods and fields.

Hiking to find small game is good exercise. And this activity is a
fun way to spend time with an older friend or family member. Many of

the places to hunt small game are beautiful too.

Hunting small game takes good shooting skills. The game hide
well and make little targets. A hunter needs to get close enough for a
shot. But the targets move fast! The animals might be little, but small

game hunting is big fun!






ative Americans were the first small game hunters in North

America. Rabbits and squirrels were important to their survival.
Native Americans relied on hunting for food. The game provided
meat and furs. Many groups had great respect for the game
they killed.

Learning to hunt small game was important
for young Native Americans. Adults hunted
bigger game such as deer. But boys and
girls improved their skills by hunting
squirrels and rabbits.




These young shooters hunted with bows and arrows. They
would stalk, or sneak up on, a squirrel or a rabbit and then hit that
small target with an arrow. They learned to hunt quietly and shoot
accurately. Some hunters used a kind of dart thrower called an atlatl

for small game. Native Americans also used traps and snares to catch

squirrels and rabbits.




European Hunters

When European settlers came to the United States in the 1500s
and the 1600s, they also relied on small game for food. These early
settlers used flintlock rifles for hunting. These old-fashioned rifles
loaded through the muzzle, or front end. Great skill was needed

to shoot small game with a flintlock rifle. The settlers also trapped
rabbits and other small game for their meat and fur.




When settlers arrived, some of their practices helped rabbit
populations increase. Farmers cleared land and created sunny
openings in the forests. As a result, brush areas became more
common. And these spots were ideal rabbit habitats. Rabbit
populations grew through the 1800s and peaked in the 1920s
and the 1930s.

Modern game management and hunting awaiti have made plenty
of small game available to hunt. Large forests and small woodlands
hold squirrels. Rabbits live in brushy areas. Raccoons can be found
almost everywhere. With the right tools and skills, you can hunt small

game like the Native Americans and early settlers did!
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t's important to protect animals so future hunters can enjoy small

game hunting too. State fish and game agencies are responsible

for managing game populations. Protecting habitats for these
animals is the biggest concern of these agencies. Animals need a
good habitat for hiding from predators, feeding, raising young, and
surviving winter and other hard times.

Habitat

Every animal species has different habitat needs. Squirrels need
mature woodlands. These are older forests with large trees. Squirrels
like nut trees, such as oak, hickory, walnut, and beech. Squirrels also
like to be near fields of farm crops such as corn. This makes food easy
to find.

Rabbits often like areas of low, thick plant cover. This includes land
that has been logged, farmed, burned, or otherwise disturbed and
left to grow back wild. In this brushland, rabbits can find places to
hide. Rabbits also like to be near open land such as meadows and
farm fields.




Raccoons and opossums can live almost anywhere. They just need

places for hiding, such as forested land or garbage cans. You might
even see a raccoon in the middle of a city!

When habitats are healthy, small game populations grow large.
Hunters can take more animals because the habitat has more animals
than it can support. But often, limits are
placed on hunters to make sure they
don’t take too many animals.

You can fing
raccoons almost
anywhere. Make sure
the arez js safe and
legal for hunting
before You start
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Hunting Seasons and Bag Limits

Biologists are scientists who study living things. Some biologists focus
on game animals and populations. These scientists set rules, such as
hunting seasons and bag limits. These rules help hunters enjoy the
outdoors without harming wild-animal populations. These efforts

result in conservation, or the responsible use of natural resources.

Hunting seasons occur when animals are done having their

offspring for the year and their babies can survive on their own.



Many animals give birth in the spring, so most small game hunting

happens in the fall or winter. The cooler weather also means game
meat is less likely to spoil in the field. Bag limits are created so that no
hunter shoots more than his or her share of game in a single day.

All states require a hunter to buy a hunting license. The license
says what kind of game the hunter can hunt. The licenses help fish
and game agencies keep track of who is hunting what game. States
set limits on the number of licenses for animal species that have
small populations. This protects that animal from being overhunted.
The money made from buying hunting licenses supports game

departments and their work in conservation.

An officjal from
: the U.s, Fish ang
Wildlife Service checks

a hunter’s license,
Hunters €an be fined

for hunting without
a license,



unting is a big responsibility. But there are many
hunting laws and practices that will help you have

fun and stay safe.

Safety Training
Most states require young hunters to take firearms or hunting
safety classes. In a safety class, you will learn how to hunt smart

so that you don't injure yourself or a fellow hunter.

MENTORED HunTING




Places to Hunt

All state game agencies list public hunting lands on their websites.

Public hunting lands might be wildlife management areas, county and
state forests, or federal land. Hunters should not hunt on land if they

are unsure if it is public.

You can have a lot of hunting success on private land. It is your
responsibility to ask permission to hunt on private land and know the
boundaries of the land. Never hunt on

private land without permission.

Make syre you
have Permission to
h‘unt anywhere that
IS not public Jany,

~ PRIVATE Il:IITIl“:pEPIII“'Il;Yllll
HUNTING, FISHING, |
'5 .glmslln FBR ANY PURPOSE |
~ 1S STRICTLY FORBIDDEN

VIDLATORS WILL BE PROSECUTED




Hunting Regulations
Each state publishes its hunting regulations. You need to know and
follow these rules. Not knowing a law is not an excuse for breaking
it! You can find regulations booklets at sporting goods stores, state

offices, or online at your state’s fish and game agency website.

Some of the key regulations to know include these:

H Hunting season dates: Make sure the season is open before you

go hunting!

H Shooting times: Good light is needed when shooting. Find out
when it is legal to shoot in the morning and how late shooting

is allowed in the evening.

H Bag limits: Different small game have different limits for how

many animals can be taken in a day.

H Blaze orange: Most states require hunters to wear a blaze-
orange cap and a certain amount of other blaze-orange clothing
while hunting. This keeps other hunters from confusing people

with animals.




Fair Chase

Good hunters follow a code of ethics beyond what is in a regulations
booklet. Acting ethically means doing what is right even when others
are not watching. This means hunting in a way that is fair to the animal
and other hunters.

Good ethics include hunting with fair chase methods. For example,
don’t shoot into squirrel nests or at helpless young animals. If you do
kill an animal, make its death as quick and painless as possible. Work

hard to locate the game you shot. Make the most of your game meat.

Your state may require you to wear blaze-orange-colored
clothing. Even if it’s not the law, wearing blaze orange is a good
idea. This might include an orange-colored cap, hunting vest
or jacket. There is no color in nature like neon blaze orangé., i
Hunting accidents can happen when one hunter confuses

another hunter with a moving animal. But wearing this
bright color makes hunters visible to other hunters.

Blaze-orange
clothing helps
You stand oyt

from your natura|
surroundings,




hunting different small game.

Guns for Small Game

The most popular firearm for hunting small game is a .22 caliber rifle.

Caliber is the diameter, or distance across the rifle’s inside barrel. This
is the long part that fits the bullet. The cartridge includes a

small case containing powder and the bullet.

.22 caliber
rifle

. $ k l.'. g . .
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t's almost time to go hunting! But first, you need to know what

gear you need. Then you will need to learn the techniques for



FIREARMS SAFETY
mber these letters: TAB-K. It is the basic

formula for gun safety.
arm as if it were loaded.
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Other Small Game Hunting Equipment
Here are a few other items that might come in handy for hunting

small game.

Scope

A scope is a small telescope that attaches to the barrel of your gun to
help you spot and aim at game. You can put a scope on a .22 caliber
rifle. The scope will be very accurate to about 35 yards (32 meters).

Boots
Hunting usually involves some hiking, so wear boots that fit well and

are suited to the weather.

A scopé€
will help you
choot With more
accufaCY'

Carry a hun“.'\\'\g

knife to help i
field dressind
game-
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Hunting Coat or Vest

Blaze orange is the best color. Your coat or vest should have a game
bag or pocket for carrying game.

HatandG loves

Wear an orange hat that will keep your head warm and visible. A cap

with a wide brim will help keep the sun out of your eyes. Gloves will
keep your hands warm in cold weather.

Knife

Removing an animal’s internal organs as soon as possible keeps the

meat safe to eat. This is called field dressing. A small knife is important
for field dressing game.

R
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Now that you are geared up, it's time to hit
the hunting grounds!

Front Hunting Rabbits
feet Most rabbit hunting is done on the move.
Walk through brushy areas and kick at brush
piles and tall grass. Look for evidence of
rabbits, such as tracks or droppings. Pay
attention! Rabbits are fast and quiet.

When a rabbit flushes, or runs from its

BBBBTT hiding spot, get ready to shoot. The
AND rabbit might f d gi d
AR ght freeze and give you a goo
T“'Bkciis chance for a shot. You also might be
?::}: able to get a shot as the rabbit bounds

away. This tests your shooting skills.




SNOWSH

Hare aye related to

OE HARE HUN TING
rabbits but aye

sli
d mountain are Ihtly larger.

as and fields
black €éyes or ear tips.

Beagles and basset hounds make good rabbit dogs. When a rabbit
is flushed, the dogs will trail the rabbit. A rabbit often stays in an area
it knows well, so wait in the spot you first saw the rabbit. When you

hear your dogs turn and start heading back toward you, get ready!




Back

Squirrel hunting is a great way to start small game hunting because

Hunting Squirrels

squirrels are often easy to find. When hunting for squirrels, listen
for them in the leaves or tree branches. Keep an eye out for a tail
hanging over a tree limb or an odd bump on a branch. If a squirrel is
hiding behind a tree, try throwing a stick on
that side. A squirrel might scurry to your
side. One way to hunt for squirrels is to
walk slowly through the woods until

you spot one. Then slowly move into
position for a shot. You can also hunt
squirrels with the help of a dog. A good
squirrel dog hunts through the woods
until it sees or smells a squirrel. Then the
dog trails the squirrel and chases it up a
tree. This is called treeing a squirrel. The
dog will bark and guard the tree until

you arrive.



Hunting Raccoons

and Opossums

A feet
J
- <
Most raccoon and opossum hunting is
done at night with the aid of flashlights v
B

and spotlights. This is legal in most places
Back

feet
active at night. One way to hunt raccoons

S
B

because raccoons and opossums are most T
<

and opossums is to walk along forest or farm OSS“M

field edges. As you go, shine a spotlight into O;’BBCKS

fields and trees. Look for a feeding raccoon or

opossum. You might see the game’s shiny eyes

reflecting back at you. Another way to hunt ’

is with coonhounds. When a dog smells

a raccoon, it follows the scent to the

raccoon. It chases the raccoon until it Front

climbs a tree. Then the coonhound feet
barks at the tree, trapping the

B -
7
feet g
raccoon until you come with a - N

spotlight and take a shot. - RAC’
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step 1
Have @ partner hold the
rabbit UP by its hind

(back) \legs-

step 2
pull the skin off from the
of the rabbit 1O

pull skin
pack the

in this
\ncecnon front

(top 1o bottom)-

step 3
Use @ knife to cut off the
rabbit’s feet and head.

) of veg
y cooked-

ntil it is full
through-




BAG LIMIT

the maximum number of animals
of a species a hunter can kill in a

day

CONSERVATION
the thoughtful, efficient, and

careful use of natural resources

ETHICS

the way a hunter acts in the field
that is fair to the animals and the

sport

HABITAT

the place an animal lives, which
provides the animal with hiding,

food sources, and water

NATURAL RESOURCES

things found in nature that are

useful for humans

OFFSPRING

the young of an animal or a

human

RIFLE

a long-barreled gun that shoots a

single bullet

SAFETY

a device on a firearm that keeps

it from accidentally firing

SHOTGUN

a long-barreled gun that shoots

pellets that spread out

SPECIES

animals that are grouped
together by scientists because

they are related




Further Reading
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Websites

Boys’ Life Animal Tracks Identification Quiz
http://boyslife.org/hobbies-projects/funstuff/6662/animal-track-
identification-quiz/

Take a quiz to see how much you know about animal tracks. Then use what
you learned when you go hunting!

JuniorS hooters

http://www.juniorshooters.net/

This website features information on hunting clubs, events, and safety geared
toward young shooters.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: Hunting
http://www.fws.gov/hunting/
This website has information on conservation, national hunting regulations,

and resources on where to go to learn the hunting rules for your own state.
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Tom Carpenter has hunted and fished across North America for almost five
decades, pursuing big game, waterfowl, upland birds, wild turkeys, small
game, and fish of all kinds. He has raised three sons as sportsmen and
written countless articles and contributed to dozens of books on hunting,
fishing, nature, and the outdoors.
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