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PUBLISHERS’ NOTE

This book is published in the History of Sind Series
planned by the Sindhi Adabi Board, which was established
in 1951 by the Sind Provincial Government to foster the
language and literature of Sind. The aim was to produce a
definitive history of the country from prehistoric times till
the birth of Pakistan in 1947. The original plan, for eight
volumes, was subsequently amended by dividing the fourth
of these into two. Thus the complete history will now be
published in nine volumes, in three languages, Sindhi, Urdu,
and English, in the following order :-

Volume 1.

A general introduction, giving a full description of the
geographical and climatic features of the country, and tracing
their influence on its history throughout the period. The
behaviour of the river Indus is examined, with the effects of
the changes of its course; and also accounts of the scats of
culture, the composition of the population, and the local
languages, recorded by observers at different times.

Volume II.

The Indus Civilization. Persian occupation, Alexander
the Great’s invasion. The Scythians and their successors.
The Buddhist period. The Brahman dynasty and its fall.

Volume IIL

The Arab Period, preceded by a brief account of the
advent of Islam.

Volume IV.

The Ghaznavis, Ghoris, and their successors. The
Sumras.

i)



Volume V.

The Sammas.

Volume VL
The Arghuns, Tarkhans and Moghals.

Volume VII.
The Kalhoras and the Daudpotas.

Volume VIII.
The Talpurs.

Volume IX.

The British period, the Separation of Sind, and the
birth of Pakistan.

The work of writing these nine volumes was assigned
to different scholars, the first two to Dr. H. T. Lambrick,
the well-known author of ‘Sir Charles Napier and Sind’ and
‘John Jacob of Jacobabad’. Volume I appeared in 1964 and
volume II in 1973. This volume I by Dr. Mumtaz Husain
Pathan stands published. Of the remaining volumes IV, V
and VI are under preparation. Volume VII written by
Maulana Ghulam Rasool Mihr in Urdu was published in 1958
and its Sindhi translation appeared in 1963. The English
translation is under progress. Volumes VIII and IX are yet
to be written.

The Publishers acknowledge with thanks the co-opera-
tion and help extended by Mr. Aijaz Mohammed Siddiqui,
Manager, Sind University Press, Hyderabad Sind in bringing
out this volume.
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PREFACE

n almost all contemporary works on Indo-Pakistan history
the period of Arab rule in Sind is generally neglected, aslhaving
little cultural value. Some historians have further asserted
that the Arabs came to Sind, as maraudering looters and after
having their desire fulfilled, they returned back to Arabia and
scattered into insignificance like the sands of their desert home.
This estimate is, however, based on prejudice and ignorance.
The Arabs were in possession of the major portion of the Valley
of Indus for a period of 313 ycars and this number coincides
with that of the Sahaba (companions) who fought on the side of
the Prophet of Islam. in the battle of Badr. The historical evi-
dence further reveals that the Arabs were the virtual masters of
Baliichistan, Cutch, parts of Gujrit and Kathidwad. Their forces
frequently ravaged the regions of Malwa, Rajasthan and Eastern
Punjab, while their fleets threatened the entire Malabar coast
right up to Ceylon. The political supremucy of the Arabs in
Sind resulted in the commercial and cultural intercourse between
Sind and the Arab world, A new civilization was born as a result
of this contact, the medieval civilization, of which the Arabs

and the Arabic speaking people were {he main torch-bearers.

The Province of Sind was greatly influenced by the domi-
nant culture of the age, the impact of which is still dominant
on the people of Sind. A magjority of the inhabitants of Sind
claim their origin to the Arabs and consider it as an honour
to belong to the Semitic race. This is chiefly due to the
system of clientage 9”,4 introduced by the Arabs
in Sind, in which the subject people converted to TIslam were
kept in abject submission and of lower status. The Arabs on



the other hand called themselves 31,41 (noble) on the basis
of their birth and belonging 'to the race of the conquerors. In
his dress, mode of eating. food, marriage and death ceremonies,
daily routine, behaviour and psychological trait, a Sindhi re-
sembles an Arab, The Arabs have imposed their culture on
the Sindhi masses in a very lucid and dignified manner, unfa-
miliar to the succeeding nations, such as Turks, Afgh-&ﬂs, Mon-
2ols and others, who had very little to contribute to the culture
of the land. o l‘

In this work an attempt has been made to show that. the
Arabs retained political control of the Valley of Indus for a consi-
derable period and their conquest of Sind was not a mere episode
asis held by some non-Muslim writers. The Umayyad caliphs
and after them the Abbasids exercised unlimited and uninterrup-
ted control over the affairs of Sind till the death of Caliph al-
Mutawakkil, when two independent and.sovereign Arab states
were founded in the Valley .of Indus,. The Kingdom of Mul-
tin which cxtended over a greater portion of southern Punjab
was held by an Arab chicf of Banii Asad tribe, with its capital
at Multan, while Sind proper, from Al-Ror to the Sea comp-
rised of the territories of the Kingdom of al-Mansiirah, ruled
by an Arab chief belongivg. to the family of Banii Habbir, an
offshoot of the clan of Banii Asad, and a branch of the tribe
of Quraysh. The Arab government continued to subsist in Sind
region till the rise of the Ghaznavids, who incorporated the
Valley of Indus in their rising empire, under Sultin Mahmad
of Ghami. ' ' ' o

Sind had its own share to contribute to .the development
of the Arab niedieval culture. 1t was bhie_ﬂy under the influence
of the works brought from Sind that scientific study of various
branches of knowledge was begun at Baghdid and other
centres of the Muslim learning. The superiority of the Sindhian



works and the contribution made by the Sindhi scholars 10 the
development of learning in the Arab world is acknowledged
by the Arab scholars themsclves. They have paid glowing
tribute to the wisdom and knowledge of the people of Indus
Valley and the contribution they have made to the develop-
ment and progress of human culture and world civilization.

Humble though it is, the present work intends to fill in
the gap of three hundred years in the history of Sind and
also of Indo-Pakistan, and will supply the reader with first hand
information about the general conditions of Sind and the deve-
lopment of its culture duting the Medieval age.

Dr. Mumtaz Pathan
Hyderabad.
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SOURCES ON THE ARAB PERIOD OF
THE HISTORY OF SIND

The sources on the history of Sind (Arab period) may bz
divided into four distinct categories:-

1. Contemporary authorities.

2. Geographical sources and travei records.

3. Later works and anthologices.
4.  Archacological finds.

CONTEMPORARY AUTHORITIES
Futuh al-Buldan

Among the contemporary authoriiies may bc mentioned
the famous work of al-Baladhuri, known as Futily al-Buldan.
which contains a descriptive accouitt of the conquest of various
countrics by the Arabs after the rise of Islam. Ahmad ibn
Yahyd ibn Jabir was the original name of the historian but he
is known by the epithet al-Baladhuri, from Baladhtir, a drug
which ultimately caused his death.! Al-Baiddhuri flourished
during the reigns of al-Mutawakkil, al-Musta‘in and
al-Mu‘tazz and was an expert in history, geography, literature,
narration, genealogy and other sciences. He was a rcsident of
Baghdad and was fuliy conversant with the Persian language
through which he translated many books in Arabic language.
His two works are, however, outstanding: Futah al-Buldan and
Kitdb al-Ansdb al-Ashraf, of which the former is the principal
and authentic source of our knowledge on the conquest of Sind.
It also deals with the accounts of the preliminary attacks on Sind,
its final conquest under Muhammad ibn al-Qasim al-Thaqafi
in the vear 711/12 A. D. This work also deals in brief with the
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history of Sind from its conquest up to the reign of Caliph al-
Mutawakkil, the tenth ruler of the Abbasid dynasty.

Futih al-Buldan was printed and published at Cairo in
AH. 1319 (A.C. 1901).
Tarikn al-(a*qubi

Tie historical work of al-Ya‘qdbi? is another great
authority on the history of the Arabs in Sind. Ahmad ibn
AbT Ya‘qib ibn Ja‘far al-Ya‘qubt was an Abbasid by descent
and as such he held an important post in the department of litera-
ture at Baghdid. e was a great traveller and he made exfensive
tours of the Muslim lands including Indo-Pakistan sub-con-
tinent. He has written important works on history, geography
and other arts, with a tlinge of Shi‘ite convictions in close
harmony to the policy of the Abbasid rulers. His geographical
work “Kitab al-Buldan™ contains topographical and economical
details of the various countries of the world, with special refer-
ence to the then Muslim empire. The history of al- Ya‘qabi,
however, is more valuable than his other works as it is a universal
history of mankind from the creation up to the reign of Caliph
al-Mu‘tamid ’ald Allah a1 ge Jeixadl, The work is divided-
into three parts of which the third part is of prime importance.
dealing witih the history of Sind, during the later Abbasid
peried. The first -part of this history deals with the cultural
and historical details of the Indo-Pakistan sub-continent and
gives an account of the various sciences which developed in
this part of the world. It also contains valuable accounts
of the social structure of the people of Indo-Pakistan, their
customs and manners, their religions and above all -the
transmission of various sciences from India to the wesicin -
Arab world. Al-Ya‘qubi’s history also gives extracts from 1thc
Old Testament about the early history of the Arab race and their
connection with the Jews. The history of al-Ya‘qubl was first
published at Leyden in two velumes in A.C. 1883 and was also
reprinted at Dar al-‘Irilq, Beirut in AH. 1375 (A.C. 1953). The
Pairut edition is divided into three parts; the first de

s with the
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geneial history of the world up to the advent .of Prophet
Muhammad; the second deals with Musiim history from the
times of the Prophet up to the reign of Marwan 1 and
the third part ends with the reign of Caliph al-Mu‘tamid
‘ala Aliah.

The distinctive feature of al-Ya‘qubi's history is that it
contains the nates of almost all the governors who succeeded
cach other in Sind during the Abbasid period. This valuable
information in consecutive order is not found in any other con-
temporary or later source. At the same time al-Ya‘qobi, although
a Shi‘itc to the core, has refrained from giving wrong -or

prejudiced information of the events co onnected with Islamic
History.

Farikh zl-Tabari

The history of al-Tabari is the greatest work of medieval
times with regard to its authenticity and style. The said work is
known by the title “Tarikh al-Rusul wa’l-Mulak” and it is an
elaborate account of the history of the world from the earliest
known times. Abl Ja‘far Mubammad ibn Jarir al-Tabarl
(838-923 AC) was born and brought up at Amul in the province
of Tabaristin in Persia. He studied Quran and Hadith
at very vouny age and then made extensive tours of the Muslim
lands in search of knowledge. He remained at Baghdad [lor
a considerable period and died at his native place Amul in the
vear AH, 310 (923 A.C). The history of al-Tabarl begins
from the creation of Adam and goes down to AH. 302 (9015
A.C) with the usual arrangement of the cvents chronologically
taBulated under the successive years of the Hijrah,  Al-Tabari's
method of presenting the narrative is annalistic and he traces
it back’ to Isnad (i.c. the religious traditions). He procured
the data for his history from oral traditions collecicd during his

"'vels and from lectuies of the scholarly pcrsnns undcr whom
1 studied at Baghdad dlld other educational centres of the
\ ab world.

History of al-Tabari contains detailed accounts of the
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Arab attacks on Sind, the period during which Sind remained
under the Arab governors and a brief account of the kingdoms
that flourished in the Indus valley during the later Abbasid
period. The first volume also gives a detailed information about
the Arabs in the pre-Islamic times, their divisions and a history
of their culture, before the advent of the Prophet of Islam.

Tarikh al-Rusul wa’l-Mulak was edited and published
at Leyden in A.C. 1861 in twelve and a half volumes. The
original edition of this work is said to have been ten times bigger
than the surviving edition.

Athar al-Bilad

Athar al-Bilad wa Akhbar al-‘Ibad. as is the full name
of the work, is a collection of accounts of the cities and the port
towns of the world. It was written and compiled by a Persian
traveller Zakariyyd of Qazvin and hence he was known with
the title of “Qazvini (A.H 600-A.H.683). He has recorded certain
very important notes about the towns of Indo-Pakistan sub-
continent, the condition of their people, their culture, reli-
gion and other aspects of life. The most important towns of
Indus valley which have been dealt with by the traveller
are al-Mansurah, NMultdin and al-Daybul which are reported
to have been flourishing centres of trade and markets of mer-
chandise in those times.

Athar al-Bilad was edited and published by Wustenfeld
in A.C. 184S8. This edition too is rare.

Akhbar al-Tiwal

Akhbir al-Tiwil, written by Abtt Hanifah Ahmad ibn
Di‘ad al-Dinawari, an Arab scholar of third century Hijrah?
is & work of great literary excellence. The trend of writing in
this work is Shi‘ite and purely from the Iranian point of view,
giving little impoitance to the history of Islam. He has given
great value to personalities and important events like Annau-
shirwiin Qadisivyah. Siffin, Nahrawin, Karbali and others.
These narratives are regarded as the finest products of the Arab
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historiography. Al-Dinawar has also compiled two other works
on Indian arithmetic and Algebra, known as Kitib al-Bahith
fi Hisab al-Hindi and Kitib al-Jabr wa’l-Mugabilah.

Akhbar al-Tiwdl was cdited and published at Levden in
1912 A.C.

Silsilat al-Tarikh

This is a collection of the narratives and the travel impres-
sions of various travellers and merchants who had made exten-
sive tours of the ports and coastal regions of Indo-Pakistan
sub-continent. It contains accounts of travellers like Abd
Zayd of Siraf, Tajir Sulaymin and others who may be regarded
as contemporary to the events.

The Arabic text of this booklet was published at Dar-al-
Tabad’ah al-Sultanivyah at Paris in 1811 A.C.
Sirat al-Nahaviyyah

Sirah, the famous biography of Prophet Muhammad
written by Ibn Hishdm, is the first work of its kind in the history
of the Muslims. Iba Hishim whose full name was ‘Abd al-
Malik ibn Hishim belonged to the south-Arabian stock of
Himyar, who had migrated to the north after the rise of Islum.
1bn Hisham died at Fustat in A.H. 213 (829 A.C.) but the date
of his birth is not known. His work which is a recension of
Ton Ishaq’s work “Kitdb Sirat al-Rasal’ contains informative
notes about the tribe of Banii Asad, and its members who
opposed or fought for the cause of Islam. It also contains
information about the foundation of the Kingdom of al-Man-
sirah and its extinction at the hands of Sultin Mahmad of
Ghazni. Sirat al-Nabaviyyah also gives an account of Habbir
ibn al-Aswad, his family and descendants who took part in the
administration of the Muslim empire during the Umayyad and
the Abbasid periods.

The Sirah was printed and published at Cairo in four
volumes in A.H. 1355 (1936/37 A.C.).
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‘Aja’ib al-Hind Barruhu wa Bahruhu

‘Aji'ib al-Hind (i.c. the wonders of India) is a collection
of events recorded and compiled by a Persian traveller and
‘ship captain of Ram Hurmuz, Buzurk ibn Shahriyar. Buzurk
flourished in the fourth century Hijrah and his  accounts
are chiefly concarned with the countries of Indian Ocean. One
of these narcatives r=fers to the first translation of the Quriin
in the Tocal lanzuage of Sind, a fact which is of prime historical
value and is not found in any other source. Since the traveller
wis contemporary (o events, he has given the name of the then
ruler of al-Mansdrah in Sind, *Abdullah ibn ‘Umar, the son
and successor of ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-*Aziz al-Habbisl. the
founder of the dynasty of al-Mansiirah. Some coins of this
ruler have been found from the ruins of Bhiro near Shahdad-
pur town but his name has not been mentioned i any  histérical
or gengraphical source cxcepting this work. Jts authenticity
is, therefore, conﬁrmﬂd by the coins of the ruler who would have
otherwisc been the subject matter of controversy. The work
also deals with the condition of the coastal region of the sub-
continent. its principal posis and the comimercial activitics of
the Arabs in the Indian Ocean, The language used in thc
work shows some middle Arabic traits, ‘ct it is valuable as
regards the information nL contains.

The Arabic text of *Aja’ib al-Hind was edited and pub-
hshcd at Cairo in 1908 and is now rare. Only one copy of it
is availablc in whole of Sind and this is found with Profcssor
*Abd al-¢Aziz al-Maymani of Karachi University. The French
trauslation oif the work is given in his memorial by J. Sauwvagut
published at Damascus in 1954 and the Russian translation
by Mr. R.I. Ehlrich at Moscow in 1959.

Tabaqat ai-Kahir

The fameus work of Abi ‘Abdullih ibn Sa‘d, is divided
into twelve volumes arranged in “Tabaqat” or classes, which
deal with the biographies of the Prophet Muhammad, his eompa-
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nions and followers arranged in order of precedence, down to
his own times. Tbn Sa‘d, the author of this work was a resident
of Baghdid, where he died in A.C. 845. He was secretary (o al-
Wigidi, the author of Kitdb al-Maghazi, which contains des-
criptive accounts of the wars and the campaigns of the Prophet
of Islam. IbnSa‘d who was associated with al-Wiqidi, has
derived much of his information from Kitab al-Maghdzl, but
the arrangemsnt made by him is different. In this work
the author has given a detailed account of the tribe of Bani
Asad, its distincuished memba=rs and also the relationship of
the Prophet with the said tribe.

Tabagat al-Kabir was edited by Professor Sachau and
was printed and published at Leyden in A, H. 1322 (1904-05
A.C). '
Kitab al-Bayan wa al-Tabiyyin

Kitab al-Bayiin regarded as an inventory of the Arabic
humanities, is designed’ to stress the orieatal and poetical abi-
lity of the Arabic speaking people. s author Abﬁ‘Ulhm{m
‘Amr ibn Bahr al-Jahiz, al-Fukhaymi al-Basrl, was 2 famous
prose writer of the medieval times.  Al-Jahiz was born at Basrah
in A.H. 160 (A.C. 776) in an obscure family of the Mawali
of the Abyssinian origin. He attended lectures on philology,
lesicography and poeuy and made himsell auached (o the
Mu’'tazilah school of thought. There are neurly two hundred
works ol al-Jahiz of which only thirty have bzen preserved.
Of these works Kitdb al-Baydn and Kitab al-Haywin have
gained considerable importance in the Arabic literature. Kitab -
al-Bayin contains valuable references about the works of Indus
valley origin, their authors and also the achisvaments of Sindhi
scholars, who visited the court of Baghdad at the iavitation of
the Abbasid caliphs. ’

Kitab al-Dayan was printed and published at Caivo in
four volumes in A.H. 1367/1948 A.C.
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Jamharah Anssb al-‘Arab

The Jamharah is a contemporary work written by the
Spanish. Arab writer Abd Mubammad ‘Al ibn Ahmad, well
known as 1bn Hazm.* This work contains references about
Habbar ibn al-Aswad, his opposition to the Prophet, his con-
version and the details regarding his descendants, who founded
the Kingdom of al-Mansirah in Sind. The work also gives
an account of the extinction of the Arab ruls at the hands of
Sultan Mahmiid of Ghazni.

The Jamharah was printed and published at Dar al-
Ma'arif, Cairo in 1948 A.C.
Al-Fihrist

Al-Fihrist is one of the most informative medieval works
which deal with the lives, career and achievements of the impor-
tant literary figures of the Arab world. lbn Nadim was a
librarian who flourished at Baghddd in the middle of fourth
century after Hijrah. His full name was Muhammad ibn Ishig
ibn Abi Ya‘qiib but he was well known by the title of Ibn
Nadim, and also Abn al-Fateh and Abu al-Faraj. Al-Fihrist
cantains valuable material on the rcligion, literature. language,
and scripts of the various countries of the world. [t also deals
with the various sciences, their origin and development and
other aspects of the cultural life of various people.

Al-Fihrist's importance lies in the fact that it contains
informative account of the transmission of Indian thought and
learning to Baghdad through Sind. A full detail appears about
the scholars who went to Baghdad at the invitation of the Abba-
sids, the works of Indian origin which found translation at their
hands at Baghdid and the development of the Arab sciences
under the influence of these works. Specificaliy important is
the portion of the work which deals with the script of Sind. of
which the author has also given a specimen. which appears to
be a combination of Arabic and Nagi scripis. The numerals
are also shown, which were borrowed by the Arabs from India
(possibly from Sind) in which the use of zero is somewkat
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different from that in use today. Instead of placing the zero
in front of the figure it was given underneath as would appear
from the following:

" r! r’ F! a, \1
ton al-Nadim died at Baghdad in the year A H. 375 (995 A.C.).

Al-Fihrist was edited and published at Cairo in AH.
1348 (1930/31 A.C.).

Tarikh Baghdad

It is the renowned work of Hifiz Abi Bakr Ahmad ibn
‘Ali ibn Thabit ibn Ahmad ibn Mahdi ibn Thabit, well-known
as al-Khatib al-Baghdidi. Al-Khatib was a native of Baghdad
and was regarded as an authority on Quran, Theology and
History. He was born on 3rd Jumadi al-Thani A.H. 392
(1002 A.C.) and died in the month of Dhi al-Hijjah, A.H. 463
(September 1071 A.C.).

Tarikh Baghdad contains valuable material on the life
and works of the Muslim scholars of Sind’s origin, who earned
a great reputation in the Arab world for their exquisite know-
ledge and learning.

Tarikh Baghdad was edited and published at Csiro in
A.H. 1359 (1931 A.C.).

‘Alaq al-Nafisah

‘Alaq al-NafTsah is the famous work of Abii ‘Al Ahmad
ibn  Rustah, a writer of third century Hijrah. Tbn Rustah was
a contemporary of Ibn Faqih Hamdiani and he wrote his work
in AH. 2900 (904 A.C.). It contains an account of the
couniry of Sind and its important places of worship. A detailed
narrative appears about the temple of Muitan to which people
flocked from all parts of Indo-Pakistan sub-continent.

‘Alag al-Nafisah was printed and published at Buill,
Levden in 1891 A.C.
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Kitab al-Warqah

Al-Warqah is a collection of the biographies of poets and
scholars of the Arabic literature who have made distinguished
contribution to the advancement of the Arabic language. In this
work are given some of the poems of Abii Dila’ al-Sindi, who
originally belonged to Sind but had settled at Baghdad. He had
travelled extensively in the Indian Ocean and had visited the
land of his birth, about which he composed a long poem which
appears in Zakariyya Qazvini’s famous work, “Athar al-Bilad
wa Akhbdr al-‘Tbad”. The full name of the author of this work
is Abli ‘Abdulldh Muhammad ibn Da’tid well-known by the
title, Ibn Jarrdh.

Al-Warqah was printed and published at Dar al-Ma‘arif,
Cairo. (The year of the print is not shown).

GEOGRAFPHICAL SOURCES AND TRAVEL RECORDS

Apart from the historical sources discussed above, there
are certain contemporary geographical works, which may also
be listed as authorities on the history and culture of the Arab
period of Sind. These works were written and compiled by
geographers and travellers of high repute, who visited Sind
during the period of Arab rule and have recorded their obser-
vations about its history, culture, geographical conditions
and various other aspects of life, socicty and the people.
The most important geographers who visited Sind were al-
Mas‘adi, al-Istakhri, 1bn Hauqal and al-Bashshari al-Maqdisi.
The. other geographers who did not come personally to Sind
have also contributed greatly by giving a complete record of
the narratives and reports, which they collected from reliable
persons, who went to Sind and brought corrcct and first hand
reports from Indus valley.

Muruj al-Dhahab wa Ma‘adin al-Jawahar

Muriij al-Dhahab occupies a prominent place in the con-
temporary authorities on Sind. Tt was written and compiled
by Aba al-Hasan °Ali al-Mas‘adi, well-known by the title
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“Herodotus of the Arabs”. Al-Mas‘Gdi visited Sind in the first
years of the fourth century Hijrah, after having visited Multan
and its environments.5 He was teceived with great honour at the
court of al-Mansiirah, the capital of Sind, byits ruler ‘Umar
ibn ‘Abdullah ibn *Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Habbari. Al-
Mas‘@idi has given a descriptive account of the country of Sind, its
towas, social, cultural and -court life and above all the military
might of the Arab rulers of Sind. The geographer, it would
seem, has also tackled the problem of the source of Indus, scien-
tifically as against the rumoured version, recorded by men like
al-Jahiz. 1t was believed that both Nile and Indus had a com-
mon source and this theory was based on the presence of cro-
codiles in both these rivers. The accounts of al-Mas‘iidi are
authentic and carry great historical and geographical value
for the later writers on history. Al-Mas‘idi also deals with
various theories about the foundation of al-Mansurah, the
Arab capital of Sind, which he might have heard from the people
during his visit to Indus valley. He is the only geographer
who has given the names of the rulers of Multan as well
as al-Manstrah, which have unfortunately been omitted by
his successors al-Istakhri, - 1bn Haugqal, al-Bashshdri and other
geographers.  Al-Mas‘iidi died at Fustat in 956 A.C.

Murgj al-Dhahab was edited and published at Dar al-Rija’,
Baghdad in A.H. 1238 (1823/24 A.C)).

Al-Masalik wa’l-Mamalik

The geographical work of Abu Ishiq Ibrihim ibn
Muhammad al-Farisi al-Tstakhri6 is a store-hcuse of knowledge
on the world of Islam during the first half of the fourth century
Hijrah. Al-Istakhri, as the namc indicates was a resident
of al-Istakhr, the ancient -Persepolis, the fabulous capital of
ancient Iran. He undertook the tours of the Muslim lands and
came to Sind soon after the departure of al-Mas‘idi. He was a
little anterior in time to .1bn Hauqal who followed him in the
tour of eastern lands. His work al-Masilik wa’l-Mamalik
contains a descriptive account of various towns of Sind and
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also the general condition of the country during the dynastic
rule of the Arab family of Banti Habbir. From the account
of al-Istakhrl it appears that the region now known as West
Pakistan was divided into five principalities independent of
cach other.  These were Multin comprising of south-east
Punjab, al-Mansiirah comprising of modern Sind; Budha which
included in it Murri Bugti country; Kuzddr which comprised
of Kalat regions and Makrdn, cach ruled by an independent
chief. With the cxception of Budha, which was held by a non-
Muslim chief, the other four principalitics were governed by
Arab chiefs who owed nominal allegiance to the Abbasid
caliphs.

Al-Masalik wa'l-Mamalik was edited and published at Brill,
Leyden in 1927 A.C.

Kitabh Surat al-Ard

Sarat al-Ard is written on the lines of al-Istakhri and con-
tains historio-geographical accounts of the countries of the
Muslim empire in medieval times. Itis also a contemporary
source written by a Persian named Muhammad ibn AbT al-Qdsim
al-Nasibi well-known as Tbn Hauqal who flourished between
934-977 A.C. Whether Ibn Hauqal visited Sind personally is
a matter of questionable doubt, but he has given authentic
and correct reports as regards the conditions of Sind during his
time. The account of Ibn Hauqal as it would seem is a mere
repetition of al-Tstakhri’s narratives with no further addition
excepting an account of the savage tribes of Zutt (Jatt) and
Med who inhabited the regions of Baliichistan and the eastern
desert. Ibn Haugal is the first great geographer who acquaints
the reader with the valley of Indus and the adjoining countries
by giving a map of Sind, first of its kind in the history of the
Muslims. The map although primitive in its inception, gives 2
clue to the situation of various medieval towns of Sind and also
throws some light on the probable course of river Indus in those
times,
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Kitab Sarat al-Ard was cdited and published at Brill,
Leyden in 1938 A.C.
Ahsan al-Taqasim fi Marifat al-Aqalim

Absan al-Taqisim was written and compiled by the famous
Arab geographer al-Bashshari al-Magdisi who flourished in
the middle of fourth century Hijri. The work was completed
soon after A.H. 375, as is evident from the accounts of the geo-
grapher himself. Sbams al-Din Abd ‘Abdullah Mubammad ibn
Ahmadibn Abi Bakr al-Shami well-known as al-Bashshari al-
Maqdisi was a resident of Bayt al-Muqaddas. He travelled exten-
sively in the Muslim lands und came to Sind probably by A.H.
350/961 A.C. The style of al-Bashshiri’s writing is totally different
from that of his predecessors, al-Istakhri and 1bn Hauqal. His
narratives reveal that the Shi‘ite influence was gaining momen-
tum in Sind, under the influence of the Isma‘ilis of Multan. He
reports that the Friday Khutbah was read in the name of ‘Add
al-Dawlah, the Daylamite ruler of Shirdz, in the mosques of
al-Manstirah. Al-Bashshdii has also neglected to mention
the name of the rulers of the Arab kingdems of Indus valley,
which is a great scholarly blunder on his part.

The Arabic text of Ahsan al-Tagasim was edited and
-published at Brill, Leyden in 1906 A.C.
Al-Masalik wa’l-Mamalik

Al-Masdlik wa’l-Mamadlik is a geographical work written
and compiled by Abi al-Qasim ‘Ubaydullih ibn ‘Abdullih,
a resident of Baghdad. He traced his origin from Khurisian
from where his grandfather Khardazbeh. was brought by
the Barmakides and converted to Islam. 1bn Khardazbeh
was in charge of the post and intellipence department of the
Abbasids, during the reign of caliph al-Mu‘tamid.? Al-
Masalik is the first work of its kind which gives an authentic
account of the country of Sind, its towns, its products and
religious and cultural condition of the people.

The Arabic text of 1bn Khardazbeh’s work has been
edited and published at Brill, Leyden in 1889 A.C.
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LATER WORKS AND ANTHOLOGIES

Among the later works on history which deal with "Sind,
may bec mentioned the names of al-Kamil of Ibn al-Athir,
Kitab al-‘ibar of Ibn XKhaldan, Chachnimah of Ibn ‘Hamid,
Wafayit al-A‘yan of Tbn Khalikian and many others.

ALKamil fi al-Tarikh

The famous work of Abid al-Hasan °‘Ali-ibn ‘Abd -al-
Karam. Mubammad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abd alKarim -al-
Shaybani, well known as Tbn al-Athir, is a veluminous chronicle
of -events up to the vear A.H. 626/1230 A.C. According to
Ibn Khalikan, the Kamil of Ibn al-Athir. is one of the best
productions of its kind. "Ibn al-Athir’s accounts of Sind. which
are given yearwise are authentic and trustworthy and they
corroborate the accounts of al-Balidhairi, al-Tabari and other
sources. The work gives an account of the conquest of Sind
by the Arabs. and the governors who ruled over Sind, yearwiss
in consecutive order. Specifically important is the portion of
information given by him as regards the extinction of the dynasty
of Banii Habbdr of al-Mansdrah, which is not found in any
contemporary source.

Tarikh al-Kamil was edited and published at Cuiro in
A H. 1301/1884 A.C. 1In volume VII of the work appears an
important news about the destruction of al-Daybul, the. seaport
of Sind, which was rocked by an earthquake.
Kitah al-‘Ibar wa Diwan al-Mubtada wa’l-Khabarfi Avam
al-Arab wa’l-’Ajam wa’l-Berher

The great work of Ibn Khaldan is of .secondary impor-
tance as regards the historical material on ‘Sind. It js a mere
repetition of 1bn al-Athir’s accounts in a brief form. ‘Abd
al-Rahmin ibn Khaldan was born in Tunis and belonged to
the famous Arab tribe of Kindah. He held high offices at Fas
(Fez) and then repaired to Granada in Spain where he was
appointed to lead a diplomatic mission to the king of Castile.
He then repaired to Egypt where he was appointed as chief
Malkite Qadi of Cairo under the Mamluke:Sultan -al-Zahir
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Barqig. In 1401, he accompanied al-Nasir to Damascus and
was received by Tamurlane as an. honoured guest. His com-
prehensive work.on history is known by. a lengthy title Kitab
al-‘Ibar wa Diwdn al-Mubtadi wa’l-Khabar 1 Ayam al-‘Arab
wa'l-‘Ajam wa’l-Berber. The most important part of the work
is volume I1, which deals with the details of the origin and
history of the family of Banii Habbir whose descendants, during
the later period of Arab rule in Sind, founded an independent
kingdom at al-Mansiarah in Sind.

Kitab al-*[bar was edited and. published at Cairo in A.H.
1284/1867 A.C.

Chachnamah

Itis a Persian work, and is the most commonly used
source on the history of Sind. specially as regards the pre-con-
quest period of the Brahman dynasty. The original name. of
the work is said to have been “Fateh Namah” (Arabic) written
and compiled by ‘All ibn Hamid ibn Abt Bakr al-Kufi,
who flourished in A.H. 613/1217 A.C. Chachnamah contains
an authentic and first hand account of the conquest of Sind
by the Arabs. It also deals with the details of the Brahman
dynasty and its rulers, specially Chach ibn Saild’ij, after whose
name the work is known as Chachndimah. Some parts of
Chachnamah, howeaver, comprise of ecxaggerated and false
stories; not supported by any other source.  Notable among
these fabrications are the stories of R&ja Dihir's marriage
with his sister and the dismissal and death of Muhammad
ibn al-Qasim, for-ravaging the daughters. of Rai Dahir. With
the exception of these drawbacks, the book otherwise:contains
anthentic material about the preliminary atiucks of the. Arabs,
the.conquest of Sind by Muhammad ibn al-Qasim al-ThaqafT;
and also an account of the various regions-and tribes of Sind
region. Chachnamah also gives an account of the Buddhist
dynasty of Sind known as “Ra’i. Dynasty” and full details
of the usurpation of power by Hindus, under the. leadership
of Chach, the: minister.
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Chachnamah was edited by Dr. U.M. Da’udpota and
was printed and published at Delhi in 1939 A.C. It has been
translated by Mirzi Qalich Beg into English and by Makhdim
Amir Ahmad in Sindhi.

Waflayat al-A‘yan

It is the faunous biographical work of Shams al-Din Ahmad
ibn Muhammad ibn Khalikdn, a descendant of Yahya ibn
Khalid al-Barmaki, and the tutor of caliph Haran al-Rashid.
Ibn Khalikdn was born at Arbela in 1211 A.C. and was educated
at Aleppo (Halab) and Damascus. He was appointed as
chief judge of Syria in 1261 A.C. which position he held (with
a brief interval of seven years) up to his death in 1282 A.C.
Wafayat al-A‘yan is an accurate and elegant collection of 865
biographies of the most distinguished men of Muslim history.
The author took pains to establish the correct spelling of the
names, fixed dates, traced genealogies and verified other facts,
by using the Arab trait of Isnad. The significant events of
history are sketched and illustrated in this work by the use of
poems and anecdotes, which make it one of the most interested
works of mediceval times. Wafayat al-A'yan bas been adjudged
by some scholars as the best general biography ever written.

Wafayat al-A‘yan was printed and published at Cairo
in AH. 1299. The English translation of the work made by
de-Slanc in four volumes was printed and published at Paris
in 13842 A.C.

Kitab al-Dhakhba’ir wa’l-Tuhf

This important work was written by QAadi Rashid ibn
Zuhayr, who is regarded as one of the greatest scholars of his
time. He was connected with the Buwayhid ruler Abi Kilijar,
after whose death he migrated to Egypt and died there shortly
after A.H. 462/1070 A.C. His work as the name indicates is
a collection of various anccdotes comaected with the exchange
of letiers and gifts by the Abbasid caliphs to the rulers of various
countries of the world inctuding thoss of Indo-Pakistan subs
contineni. The most important of thesz anecdotes refers to
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the gifts sent to Caliph al-Mu‘tamid, by Masa ibn ‘Umar
ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Habbari, the ruler of al-Mansirah in Sind.
This indeed is one of the most important pieces of information
as regards the rulers of al-Mansarah, which is not found in
any other source. It shows that it was Masia and not ‘Abd-
ullah who succeeded his father ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz to the
throne of al-Manstrah, It seems that this ruler (i.e. Misa)
died without an issue and was thercafter followed by his
brother ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar al-Habbari, during whose reign
the Holy Book was translated into 2 local language of Sind.

Kitab al-Dhakha’ir was cdited by Dr. Hamidullih and
was printed and published at Kuwait in 1959 A.C.

Kitab al-Hind

The famous work was wriiten and compiled by the world-
famed mathematician and Sanskrit scholar al-Bertni, who
flourished during the reign of Sultan Mas‘ad of Ghaznl. Aba
Rayban Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Becani (as was his full
name) was greatly interested in the learning and sciences of
Indo-Pakistan origin, on which he wrote this work which is
named Kitab al-Hind or Book of fundia. He has written many
other works too, of which “Athar al-Baqigiyyah un Quriin
al-Khaliyyah® is also interesting. Kitab al-Hind gives an account
of the various regions of Sind, the languages spoken, the scripts
and the distances between various towns of the Indus valley.

The Arabic text of the work was edited by E. Sachau and
published at Leipzig in 1925 A.C.

Tabagat al-Umam

The Spanish work of the famous Arab scholar ¢f Cordova
ibn Sa‘id al-Andalusi, was written by A.H. 450/1058 A.C. and it
deals with the history of the various people of the world and their
learnings. It gives a descriptive account of the various sciences,
their origin and development and their transmission into Arabic
language. Ibn Sa‘id has dedicated one full chapter to the
sciences of Indo-Pakistan sub-continent and gives the names of
the Sindhi scholars who repaired to the court of Baghdad
during the Abbasid caliphate. Abu al-Qasim Sa‘id Ahmad ibn
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’Abd al-Rahman Mubhammad ibn Sa‘id was born and brought up
at Cordova, the Umayyad capital of Spain and died there in
A.H. 462/1070 A.C.

Tabagat al-Umam has seen many editions, the last ie. the
Beirut edition of 1913, isreferred to inthese pages.

Mu‘jam al-Buldan

Among the later geographical works Mu‘jam al-Buldin
occupies prominent position as the most informative work on the
various countries of the world in medieval times. It is a geogra-
phical encylopaedia, written by Yaqat al-Hamavi who flourished
during the later Abbasid period. Al-Shaykh al-Imdm Shihib
al-Din, Abi ‘Abdillah Ya‘qab ibn ‘Abdullih, well-known as
Yaqat al-Hamavi, was originally a resident of Asia Minor and
was brought to Hamah by an Arab merchant hence his title
al-Hamavi. Al-Hamavi was given proper education at Baghdad
and employed as a travelling clerk till the period of his
enfranchisement, whence, he scttled at Baghdad. His restless
nature allowed him no rest at one place, and as such he roamed
about in various towns of the Muslim empire, copying and sell-
ing manuscripts. In 1219/20 A.C. he had to flee before the
Tartar invasion of Khwirizm as naked as he shall be when
raised from the dust of the grave on the day of judgement.
Mu‘jam al-Buldinis a storehouse of knowledge on the cities
and towns of the Muslim empire, their situation, history, trade,
culture, institutions, currency and other material information.
Yagqiit died at Baghdad in the year A.H. 626/1229 A.C.

Mu‘jam al-Buldin was printed and published at Cairo in
A H. 1324/1906 A.C. and contains important and contem-
porary material on Sind in volumes 1V, VIII and IX.

Nuzhat al-Mushtaq fi Ikh(iraq al-Afaq

The great geographical work written and compiled by
al-1drisi, the most distinguished geographer and cartographer
of middle ages, is a valuable source on the social, political and
cultural life of Indus valley in the fifth century Hijrih. Abu
‘Abdullah  Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-ldrisi was born
in Ceuta in North Africa (1100 A.C.) of the Spanish-Arab
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parents. He flourished at Palermo in the court of the famous
Norman king Roger, under whose patronage he wrote his
treatise “Kitib al-Rujar” entitl:d Nuzhat al-Mushtaq fi Ikhtariq
al-Afiq (A recreation for him who yearns to traverse lands).
The work is remarkable for breadth of views and grasp of
facts. Al-Idrisi also constructed for his Norman patron a
celestial spherc and a disk shape map of thc world, both in
pure silver.

Nuzhat al-Mushtdq was printed and published at Leyden,
Madrid, Rome, Bonn and other places and also at Aligarh in
1954 A.C.

Tarikh al-Khulafa’

The history of the Caliphs written by Jalal al-Din Suydti,
is a brief history of Islam. Abii al-Fadl ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn
Abi Bakr ibn Muhammad Jalal al-Din, al-Khudayri al-Shafi't
(as was the full name of the author), the most prolific Egyptian
writer of the Mamlike period belonged to a Persian family,
which at least nine generations before him had settled at al-
Suyiit in lower Fgypt. He was born on Ist Rajab, 849 AH.
(Oct. 3, 1445 A.C.)in Cairo. His father was a teacher of Figh
in the Madrassah Shaykhiniyyah and Suyuti was adopted by a
Saf1 friend of his father. The achievements of al-Suytti can
be well-imagined from the number of works which came out
of his pen, numbering to 561 in all. He was appointed as a
Professor at Shaykhiiniyyah in 872 A.H. after having completed
studics at Cairo, Damascus and the holy cities of Mecca and
Madinah. His chief interest lay in the religious studies and
history on which he has written many treatises. His main
historical works are two: Tarikh al-Khulafa, which is the general
history of Islam and al-Husn al-Ma‘adara fi Akhbar al-Misr
wa’l-Qahirah, the history of Egypt.

The only important and authoritative portion of Tarikh
al-Khulafa’ deals with the earthquake of al-Daybul. the port
town of Sind in which he gives details of the people who were
killed in the catastrophe.

The Arabic edition of the work was printed and published
at Lahore in A.H. 1309/1892 A.C.
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Tadhkirat al-HuHaz

The monumental work of Hifiz Shams al-Din ibn
‘Abdillah, well-known as al-Dhahabi, gives valuable informa-
tion about the life, career and achievements of the lcarned men
of Sind, who acquired fame for their learning and knowledge
on religion and the allied subjects. Al-Dhahabi was a resi-
dent of Baghdid where he died in AH. 748/1352 A.C.

Tadhkirat al-Huffaz was printed and published at Hyder-
abad Deccan in A.H. 1333/1915 A.C.

Anthologics

Kitab al-Aghani

Kitab al-Aghani (i.e. thc book of songs) is one of the
greatest literary works of the medieval times. Composed
and edited in twenty volumes, this work deals with the life, career
and achievements of the poets of the Arabic language from the
pre-Islamic  period to the middle of fourth century Hijri.
Abt al-Faraj. ‘Ali ibn Husayn ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad
al-Quraishi, the author of this book was born in A.H. 284 (897
A.C.) at [sfahdn in Persia and hence he was known by his
Kuniyya al-Tsfahini. He claimed his descent from the royal
house of the Umayyads (Marwanid branch) but was a Shi‘ite
and attached to the court of Hamdanid ruler Sayvl al-Dawlah.
He received his education at Baghdad and remained there
for the greater portion of his life till he died there on 14th
Dhu al-Hijjah 356 A.H. (November 20, 967 A.C.).

Al-Aghiniis a masterpiece on Arabic literature and con-
tains valuable material on the social, cultural, literary life of
the Arabs during the different periods of their history. Volume
XVTI of al-Aghini is specially important on account of the details
it contains about the life and achievements of the Sindhi poet
Abu ‘Ati al-Sindi.

Al-Aghani was printed and published in 20 volumes at
Buluk to which may be added 2Ist volumec of R-Brunnow,
printed at Leyden in 1888. The superior edition of this work
was edited and published at Cairo in 1927 A.C.
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Al-Shi‘r wa’l-Shu‘ara’

This work is a collection of poems of the best known poets
of the Arabic literaturc, along with their biographical notes.
Written and compiled by Muhammad ibn Musiim ibn Qutaybah
al-Dinawari, this work gives an account of the poctical excel-
lence of the famous Sindhi poct, Abad ‘Ata al-Sindi. 1bn Qutay-
bah dicd at Baghdad in 889 A.C.

Al-Shi‘r wa'l-Shu‘ard’ was printed and published at Cairo
in A.H. 1364/1945 A.C. A ncw edition of the work has been
printed and published at Dar al-Shaqafat, Beirut, Lebanon in
1964 A.C.

Djwan al-Hamasah

Diwan al-Hamasah was collected and compiled by Habib
ibn Aws al-Ta‘T and it contains the gems of the Arabic poctry.
Abi Tamam Habib Aws was born in A.H. 180;797 A.C. at Jasim,
a village near Damascus in the direction of Tiberias. His father
was originally a christian named Thedus (Theodosius) but he
substituted the Arabic name of Aws after conversion to Islam.
Abl Tamam was a poet and anthologist and claimed his pedigrec
from the tribe of Tayy, of south Arabian origin. Hec started his
career at Damascus as weaver’s assistant, but later he migrated
to Hims and thence to Egypt, where he carned his living by
selling water in the great mosque of Cairo. During this period
of his life he found time to study literature specially poctry, Hc
travelled frequently between Egypt and Syria and énjoyed the
favours of the caliph al-Mu‘tasim billah, his son Ahmad and
grandson al-Wathiq billah. He also conducted tours of al-Irdq.
Tran and other lands and enjoyed patronage of the provincial
governors of his time. Ab@ Tamam has composed six anthologies
on Arabic literature of which only Diwan al-Hamasah is extant.
In this work arc given the verses of the famous Sindhi poet Abi
‘Ata’ al-Sindi who had made his name in the Arab world for
his excellence in Arabic poetry.

Diwan al-Hamasah was printed and published at Deco-
band, India in 1353 A. H./1934 A. C.
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Diwan-c-Farrukhi

‘The poetic collection of Farrukhi of Sistin, who flourished
in the court of Sultan Mahmad of Ghagzni, is an important
source with regard to the extinction of the Arab rule at the hands
of Sultain Mahmid of Ghazni. The poet as it would appear
has eulogised the Sultdn for having punished the heretic ruler
of al-Manstirah who, unable to withstand the onslaught of the
forces of Islam, ran away to the forests inundated by the waters
of Indus. The account of Farrukhi corroborates the narratives
of Ibn al-Athir about the punitive expedition of Sultan Mahmid
against the ruler of al-Mansirah.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDS

Sind has very little of the archaeological interest to offer,
specially with regard to the Arab period. The sites over which
stood rich and prosperous towns are no more and have been
washed away by the ravages of the time. Time in fact plays
a prominent role in the history of the human civilization and
the very existence of human life. The importance of time appears
in a very precise and simple Ayah oWigs Wardi JLYISE in
Qurian, which carries a very deep and wide meaning. The
seaport of al-Daybul is unidentifiable although it has been
connected with as many .as seven sites in the delta region.
Nerun-Kot has too vanished from the site, leaving only the
echo of the name, which is associated with the present town of
Hyderabad. The site of al-Mansiirah, the Arab capital of Sind,
identified with the ‘Dalor-jo-Bhiro’ near Shahdidpur is a mere
heap of bricks. It has not yet been able to stir the imagina-
tion of the Archaeological Department of Pakistan which has
shown almost no interest in the said ruins. Their main interest
centres on Bhambhor, near Karachi which is believed by them
to be the site of al-Daybu]. In spite of heavy excavations and
special interest shown nothing substantial has come to light,
which can connect it with the medieval seaport of Sind. The site
of ‘Dalor-jo-Bhiro’ is yet to be excavated, although prelimi-
nary efforts by Mr. Bellasis: have exhibited results of
unestimable importance. Alor (or Aror) which for generations
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had remained the capital of Sind, has nothing in particular to
yield to the student of history. Its fort, the rampart, the bas-
tions are now conspicuous by their absence, not even a sign
appears on the site. The name is however perpetuated in
the diminutive form in the shape of Rohri situated on the left
bank of the river Indus. Siwistdn (or modern Sehwan) has
survived the ravages up to the present day, but all the vestiges
of the Arab period have been wipad out of existence. The old
fort which is situated to the north of the town is nothing but
a heap of rubbish. It is believed that the town of Sehwan was
destroyed by the convulsion of nature in the form of earthquake,
due to the sins of its Raja Charbat. Some writers have entered
into fake disussions about the fort being built by Alexandar
of Macedon. It isa matter of time only and as soon as the
excavations of the various sites’ in Sind are undertaken, there
is no doubt a greater portion of the hidden chapter in the his-
tory of Sind will come to light. It may also be pointed out
that the Arabs who entered the sub-continent as the first icono-
clasts, in their fury against idolatry, destroyed every thing that
came in their way. The earliest accounts show that the temple
of al-Daybul was the first to suffer destruction at the hands of
the Arabs. Rawar and Brahmanabad were next to follow;
but the temple of Sun at Multan which brought thousands of
the pilgrims from all over India was spared probably for its
immense income.

Immense archaeological material is available for resear-
ches in the ancient Arab history of which a chapter is being
given in this book. The Arabs who belonged to the great
Semitic race were the legatee of the civilizations of Babylon and
Egypt and they inherited the essentials of these cultures from the
carliest period of their existence. Among the finds which have
astonished the world and which throw immense light on the
history of the ancient Arabs are the Archives of Mari, of which
20,000 tablets have been un-earthed from a site near Mar’at
al-Nu‘man. The ruins of Nineveh on the other hand have
emitted enormous material on the Assyrian history, of which
the Library of Ashur-bani-apal is of special interest. The
Sumerian myth of creation and the deluge, the epic of Gilgamesh,
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the omen tablets of Sargon, the Stele of Naram-Sin, the
Iaws of Ishnuna, the code of Hammurabi, the inscription
of Dog river, the obclisk of Shalmanessar, the Rosetta stone and
thousands of other inscriptions excavated at Ur, Babylon, Erech,
Assur, and other sites of the Arab world, supply enormous read-
ing material for research to an enquirer in the ancient history of
the Arab people.

As regards Arabia proper, various pre-historic sites do exist
in Hijaz, North Arabia, Yaman, Hadramaut and the eastern
regions of Oman and Kuwait, but these have not yet been exca-
vated. The province of Yaman, which was the seat of the earliest
known civilization in the peninsula has exhibited ruins of huge
fortifications, buildings, dams and other structures. which have
received considerable importance in the circle of oriental research
scholars. Thanks to their labour, which have unveiled to a greaier
extent the mysteries of the ancient Semitic civilization of west
Asia.  The ruins of Nagb al-Hajar in Yaman together with the
castle of Ghumdan and the Marib dam; the ruins of Palmyra and
those of Petra in north Arabia and the ruins of a number of
hubitations along the coastline of Hadramaut attest to the exis-
tence of higher human culture and this is attested to by lbn
Qutaybah geadls 4/ sa Loy aynll Y] Ry 553 ~4i o Ll Ly
Ladl]l 3 guymdt 1 Sles J1 Oose yéa ! - Rub® al-Khali,
which now lies west of Yaman and norih of Hadramaut for over
four hundred miles is believed to contain numerous sites of his-
torical value, but these are buried under the sands. The region
now a destitute wilderness is believed to have been a fertile and
prosperous rtegion in the most ancient times and watered by a
number of rivers or streams. The traditions assert that Shaddid,
a ruler of this region who belonged to the tribe of ‘Ad. had
fashioned a paradisc of his own, which incurred for him the
displeasure of God. While entering the door of that ‘abode of bliss
he was overtaken by the angel of death. who scratched out the
spirit from his body. under divine orders not to see his fantastic
creation,
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Notes and References

Baladhiir is an intoxicating drug, which may be conveniently

-compared with the Dhitara drug found in West Pakistan,

It is different from Bhang (or the hemp) which in Arab
world .is known as- Hashish. The Hashish had acquired
historical prominence in medieval times due 1o the rise of
Ismaill Assassins on whose activities in Sind a chapter has
been added in this book. Balidburi died in the vear
A.C. 892, Descriptive account about al-Baladhuri appears in
Encyclopaedia of Islum. Vol. I, p. 611.

Died in the year 905 A.C. Vide Tarikhal-Ya‘qnbi, Vol. §.'p.1,

Al-Dinawari flourished at Isbahan and Dinawar and died at

- Dinawar in the ycur 889 A.C. Hxsforv of Arubs (Hiui),

p. 389.

Ibn Hazm flourished about 968 to 995 A.C. Acvording to
Hitti between 994 (0 1064 A. C Vide History of Arabs
(Hitti), p. 55 '
Fhaal Jas uLﬂJ..i 25\ Q.H ujﬁ;'} CAS )

Vide Murdj al-Dhahab, Vol, 1, p. 142.

Al-Istakhri ﬂourished about 930 A. C.

Ton Khardiazbeh held the post of postmaster under the
Abbasids and was a greal traveller. '
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‘The Sind Country

The country of Sind, which now forms an integral part
of West Pakistan, received its name from Sindhi, (i.e. Indus)
which flows through it. Sindhu literally means an ocean or
a vast collection of water.! The name was given to it by
the Aryans due to the great sheet of water which the Indus
carries after meeting with Kabul river, and the great noise
which it creates while rushing through the mountainous gorges
near modern Attock. In medieval times the whole valley of
Indus up to the confines of Kashmir was known as Sind or
Sindh as against Hind or India, which was separated from
it by the desert barrier of Thar region. The Arab historians
have given a different theory about the name Sind given to the
valley of Indus. They belicve that after the great deluge, the
descendants of Ham inhabited the country now known as Indo-
Pakistan Sub-Continent. Sind and Hind according to them were
brothers being the sons of Tuqir ibn Yaqtan ibn Ham ibn
Noah2 and their descendants were grouped together as a
branch of the black race. This is, however, far from truth
both in relation to historic, ethnic, liguistic, racial and other
considerations. Whatever be the true version, there is no doubt
about the importance of the river Indus to this region, which
would otherwise, have been a continuous desert from Rajasthan
to the province of Fars in the very heart of Iran.

26
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Boundaries and Situation

Sind proper now lies between 23rd and 28th parallel of
the north latitude and between 66th and 71st meridian of east
longitude. It is about 360 miles from north to south, with an
average brcadth of 170 miles from east to west, covering an
area of 59166 square miles. Before the integration of all pro-
vinces and states into one unit in 1955, the province of Sind was
bounded on the north by the Punjab province, and on the north
east by Bahawalpur and Jaisalmir states. The statc of Kalat
shared common boundary with it to the west and the north west.
whilst on the south west corner it was separated from Las-Bela
statc by half-perennial stream, the Hab river. On the cast
Sind was bounded by the Rajasthan states of Jaisalmir and
Jodhpur, and to the south lies the great marshy tract of the Rann
and the Arabian Sea. The linguistic boundaries of Sind, however
extend farther beyond the political demarcation to Cutch and
Kathiawad in the south, Jaisalmir and Jodhpur in the east,
Bahawalpur and Multan in the north, Kuchi-Bugti country
in the north west and to Las-Bela and Makran regions in the
south west. Sindhi speaking people may be met with in almost
every corner of the Indian sub-continent and smaller communi-
ties flourish in Burma, Malaya, Indonesia, Hong-Kong, Oman,
Hijaz and East Africa. According to the Arab Muslim writers,
Sind was a far-flung sub-continent extending over a greater por-
tion of the Indus Valley to the exclusion of Kashmir and also the
regions of Cutch, Gujrat & Kathiawad.3 The present boundaries
of Sind were fixed by the British after the conquest of the
‘unhappy valley’ in 1843, which was first added to the Bombay
Presidency for administrative reasons, but later it was separated
under the Government of India Act 1935, and constituted a
separate governot’s province. At present Sind is divided into
two divisions, Khairpur and Hyderabad. The Khairpur divi-
sion includes the districts of Khairpur, Sukkur, Jacobabad
and Larkana and the districis of Hyderabad, Nawabshah, San-
ghar, Dadu and Thatta, form part of Hyderabad division.

Topography and Physical features
Sind is a low and flat country with the exception of thc
hilly tract on the west, which separates it from Kalat region
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of Baluchistan. There are few hills in the interior but these
arc of little significance and arc mainly of limestone. Of these
Ganja hill is about fourteen miles long with an average height
_of 50 fi above sea level. Its highest peak is ‘Gaho’ which is
about 250 {t but carries no importance of geological value. It
is on this range that the town of Hyderabad is situated. The
term ‘Ganja’ in Sindhi language means bald and this is a refe-
rence to the barrenness of the hill, which is completely devoid
of trces. The other range is that of Makli in Thatta district,
which is of some historical value and is visited by foreign as
.well as local excursionists. - On this hill are situated the tombs
of the ex-rulers of Sind, an illustration of which appears on
the back of ten-rupee note of the Pakistan currency. The name
Makli it seems has been taken from the woman of the same
name who came to occupy this region. Another tradition
asserts that the name was given to it by a living darvesh, who
intended to perform Hajj to Mecca. When he reached the
place in his journey towards the ‘Ka‘bah’ he was wonder struck
by the multitude of graves of the saints buried on the hill, the
spirit of one of whom, however, desired him to stay and build
a Khinqih. He thereafter changed the idea of going to Mecea
saying - "4_X. ti_a4 (this is Mecca for me) and as such
the name Makkah-li became Makali or Makli in due course
of time. The third hill which intercepts the Sind plains is
a low range over ihich tle towns of Sukkur and Rehri
are built. Tts elevation ranges from 300 to 500 ft above sea
level and it is of nummulitic limestone with little importance
excepting the ruins of al-Ror (or Alor) which are situated on
the eastern portion of these hills. -

Sind may be divided into threc natural regions. running
parallel to cach other. Kohistdn or the hilly tract is on the
west; Thar or Régistin lies on the east and the alluvial tract
of the land on both sides of the river. in the middle.5 = The
mountainous tract which lies on the west, is a great barrier
dividing Sind from Kaliat, Kuzdar, and Las-Bela regions of
Baluchistan and forms a natural linc of demarcation between
the two regions of Pakistan. The mountain is generally known
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as: Khirthar but it is also termed as Haldr moumain by the
. Baluchi tribes. This mountain is an extension of the great
Sulaymin range which separates Pakistan from Afghanistan.
It touches the Sind fronticr at 28th parallel and then merges
into Pubb hills near 26th parailel, stretching up to the Arabian
Sea. The elevation of Khirthar is considerable; some of its
peaks rise to the extent of over 7000 fi itbove sea-level. The
“highest peak of Khirthar in Sind, is named ‘Kuté-ji-Kabar,
which rises to majestic height of 8678 ft.0 To the north of
" it is the famous plateau ‘Daryaro’ with a general elevation of
6000 ft above sea-level. The distinguishable features of Khir-
thar are that it is divided into threc ridges running parallcl
" (o cach other. The first i.c. the