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You are free to go to your temples, you are free to go to your
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the religious sense , because that is the personal faith of each
individual, butin the political sense as citizens of the state.

u&ﬂﬁ.gw:d/}:f”ﬂwa-J}O@!éc&Lﬁrbécbd‘j}/
/5luu/3fii_n;~fyggj.fw},«g@liéul’?’lﬂ/ﬁf&(:gUlc,:fjg
Kbl L LIEE L

If we do not succeed in our struggle for Pakistan the very trace
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In India, the national identity can only be Hindu. (The Illustrated Weekly of
India, March 12, 1993)
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India is not a human zoo with different species of humanity put together in
one physical location in separate enclosures and it cannot be turned into one.
It embodies a remarkably homogenous, though not monolithic, culture going
back thousands of years. (p.8)
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A Hindu, generally speaking, belongs to a caste before he belongs to the
Hindu fraternity.

u/i}y/@b{U‘u:‘”MJala(Hrr—mr')u"dﬂo’//

JU/"W’}’U&U/LVG/Juf’ijyd"’_a/b)"f/cU:U"J}Jd/
-G/A—/(}“IL& U‘}JMJUWS/W/}’}M =k %/U//M
L(}’b/&l}d/é.a)’/..—u'v(d”)ut'wéuu,g_/u‘)),o:’/
L—Ué//ZJU'/W{)UZLIU‘)}’Ju/i}MMLU/

UM o:gﬁ.a;‘b/‘/i/) 1Y
192



There are two types of Hindu communalism: negative and positive. Negative
Hindu communalism consists in being merely anti-Muslim in varying de-
grees: positive Hindu communalism consists in appealing in the name of a
Hindu identity. But since this identity is very shadowy due to Hindu’s lack of
internal homogeneity, positive Hindu communalism is not viable. Thus what
is possible is not desirable and what is desirable is not possible. (The Times of
India, New Delhi, July 4, 1987)
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We all have to live with our contradictions. I am large enough to contain all
these contradictions.
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The trouble is that today’s Hindutva has little in common with the Dharma of
our scriptures. The Atharva Veda says: “This is a country of many religions,
many ethnicities, many castes, many languages.” It further says that to co-
exist the people of this country must agree on one principle: “This land is our
mother and all of us are her progeny.” So even 5000 years ago we had agreed
on the principles of peaceful co-existence in a clime of diversity in language,
creed and culture.
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Sardar Patel, although a bitter enemy of Pakistan, was a greater
realist than Nehru. In one of the discussions between the two
Prime Ministers, at which Patel and I were also present, Liaquat
Ali Khan dwelt at length on the inconsistency of the Indian stand
with regard to Junagadh and Kashmir. If Junagadh, despite its
Muslim ruler's accession to Pakistan belonged to India because of
its Hindu majority, how could Kashmir, with its Muslim majority, be
a part of India simply by virtue of its Hindu ruler having signed a
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conditional instrument of accession to India? If the instrument of
accession signed by the Muslim ruler of Junagarh was of no
validity, the instrument of accession signed by Hindu ruler of
Kashmir was also invalid. If the will of the people was to prevail in
Junagadh, it must prevail in Kashmir as well. India could not claim
both Junagadh and Kashmir. When Liaqut Ali Khan made these
incontrovertible points, Patel could not contain himself and burst
out: “Why do you compare Junagadh with Kashmir? Talk of
Hyderabad and Kashmir, and we could reach an agreement.”
Patel’s view at this time and even later was that India’s effort to
retain Muslim majority areas against the will of the people was a
source not of strength but of weakness to India. He felt that if
India and Pakistan agreed to let Kashmir go to Pakistan and
Hyderabad to India, the problems of Kashmir and of Hyderabad
could be solved peacefully and to the mutual advantage of India
and Pakistan.

Chaudhry Muhammad Ali, Emergence of Pakistan,pp.299-300
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By 1956, Nehru had publicly offered a settlement of Kashmir with
Pakistan over the ceasefire line (now converted into the LoC).
On May 23, 1964, Nehru asked Sheikh Abdullah to meet
Ayub Khan in Rawalpindi in an effort to resolve the Kashmir
imbroglio-----the Pakistani leader agreed to a summit with Nehru,
to be held in June 1964. This message was urgently telegraphed
to Nehru on May 26. But just as Nehru’s consent reached
Karachi, the world also learnt that Nehru had died in his sleep.

And with that a major opportunity for a peaceful solution over
Kashmir was also lost. (The Hindustan Times, June 18,2001)
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As you know Umar Farug, the second caliph of Islam, was a great
companion of the Prophet. During his period several countries like
Syria, Palestine and Egypt came under the influence of Islam. A
large number of statues existed in those countries since pre-Islamic
times. History tells us that caliph Umar never issued an order to
destroy those statues. But today the ancient statues of Gautam
Buddha in Afghanistan are being destroyed under the order of the
Taliban chief Mulla Umar. Now the question is: who is the true

representative of Islamic religion: Caliph Umar of the early period
ofIslam or Mulla Umar of the present Afghanistan.
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It's not a matter of likes and dislikes. The world cherished it.
What would happen if the non-Islamic countries start
destroying Islamic architecture?’” he questioned.
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Mulla Mohammad Umar says his edict is in line with Islamic laws.
If that were so, how can anyone in his senses claim that Islam
teaches the spirit of tolerance? (p-4)
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It is unfortunate to learn that Afghanistan’s Taliban Government
has decided to demolish statues of historical and religious
importance in the country. Historical monuments are heritage ofall
mankind and do not belong to any government or area or people.
Demolition of places of worship and statues of religious
personalities is totally un-Islamic and unwarranted. Islam has
commanded us to respect places of worship of other religions.
Islam does not allow the destruction of religious places of any
community. Ifthe news emanating from Afghanistan is correct we
condemn this act and ask the Taliban government to desist from
any such step which goes against the spirit of Islam.
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The US would have more influence in China with an
outstretched hand than with a clenched fist (p. 13)
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There is no solution to this problem except to accept the status quo.
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