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«! & Prophet and statesman)
of all the world's great men none has been so much
maligned as Muhammad ..........for centuries, Islam
was the great enemy of Christendom, since christen-
dom was in direct contact with no other organized

states comparable in power o the Muslims. The By-
zantine empire, after lozing some of its best pro-
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vinces to the Arabs, was being attacked in Asia Mi-
nor, While western Europe was threatened through
‘spain and Sicily. Even before the crusades focused
attention on the expulsion of the soracens from the
Holy Land, medieval Europe was building up a con-
ception of a Great enemy. At a point Muhammad
'was transformed into Mahound, the prince of dark-
ness. By the twelfth century, the ideas about Islam
and Muslims current in the crusading armies were
such travesties that they had a bad effect on
morale. (1) N -
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Christians of medieval times misunderstood Muham-
mad and considered him a despicable character.
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The reasons; as will be shown later, were more his-
torical- that is, economic and political- than ideologi-
cal. His earliest Portrait as a false Prophet and im-
poster, sketched by a ninth-century Greek chronicler,
was later embellished with the bright colors of over-
sexuality, dissoluteness, bloodthirstiness, and bri-
gandage. In clerical circles Muhammad became the
antichrist. His dead body was suspended some-
‘where between heaven and earth until an Italian con-
vert in 1503 visited Medina and was evidently sur-
prised not to find it in that position. Dante bisected
the trunk of Muhammad's body and consigned it to
the ninth hell as befits the chief of the damned souls,
bringers of schism into religion.

‘Western fablers used Maumet- one of forty-one vari-
ants of Muhammad's name listed in the Oxford Eng-
lish Dictionary- in the sense of idol. It came to mean
“Puppet” or *dolr.In this sense Shakespeare used
the word in "Romeo and Juliet". Another variant of
the same name Mahoun, was used in english medie-
val encyclical plays as an object of worship. Ironically
the greatest inconoclast and the leading champion of
the oneness of God in history was metmorphosed
into an object of worship. (1)
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"Moreover, he is the author of the muslim holy scrip-
tures, the Koran, a collection of certain of Muham-
mads insights that he believed had been directly re-
vealed to him by Allah." (1)
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"Western Scholars denounced Islam as a blasphe-

‘mous faith and its Prophet Muhammad as the great

Pretender, who had founded a violent religion of the

‘sword in order to conquer the world. "Mahomet, be-

‘came a bogy to the people of Europe, used by moth-

ers to frighten, disobedient children. In Mummers'

Plays he was presented as the enemy of wester civ-

flization, who fought our own brave St. George. This
inaccurate image of Islam became one of the re-
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ceived ideas of Europe and it continues to affect our
preceptions of the muslim world .
Itis mistake to imagine that Islam is an inherently vio-
lent or fanatical faith, as is sometimes suggested:

Islam is a universal religion and there is nothing ag-
gressively oMn_til or anti-western about it." (1)
(D v E L neps ALy
LMk P IS A
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S E pu E o S dsdug
sk i Sl YFRPSS Lot
e Lo oS B L s
(W E M BB o2 it
e r S e s P SIS dat e AL
Vil oo i o B S ity
LA LU AL g bl

“ e MBS ntil f S
“Muhammad Prophet U7 (§/(W.Montgomery Watt) s d/&
o6 and statesman®

“In contrast to this are some European views of Mu-
hammad. The worst was in medieval times when his.
name corrupted to ‘Mahound, was regarded as a
name of the devil Medieval christian ideas
about Islam were little better than war-Propaganda.
At their worst they were so palpably false that they
damaged the christian cause."(2)
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“Muhammad seems not to have been ignorant of the

enthusiastic operation of rhetoric on the minds of

men tfor which reason he has not only employed his

utmost skill in these his pretended revelations to pre-

serve that dignity and sublimity of style ,which might

seem not unworthy of the majesty of that being,

‘whom he gave out to be the author of them tand to

imitate the prophetic manner of the old testamentt

but he has not neglected even the other arts of orato-

s et
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Y wherein he succeeded 5o well, and so strangely
captivated the minds of the audience ,that several of
his opponents. thought it the effect of whichcraft and
enchantment ,as he sometimes compiains".(1)
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Several- of which stories or some circumstances of
them are taken from the old and new testament ,but
‘many more from the apocryphal books and traditions
of the jews and christians of those ages, set up in
the koran as truths in opposition to the scriptures,
which the jews and christians are charged with
having altered, and | am apt to believe that few or
none of the relations or circumstances in the koran
were invented by Muhammad, as is generally
supposed, it being easy to trace the greatest part of
them much higher".(2)
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“That Muhammad was really the author and chief
contriever of the Koran is beyond dispute; though it
be highly probable that he had no small assistance
in his design from others, as his countrymen failed
not to object to him; however they differed so much
in their conjectures as to the particular person who
gave him such assistance; that they were ot able, it
seems, to prove the charge; Muhammad, it is to be
presumed, having taken his measures too wel t be
discovered.
Dr. prideaux has given the most probable account of
this matter, though chiefly from christian writers, who
generally mix such ridiculous fables with what they
deliver, that they deserve not much credit."(1)
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“The Quran is the scripture of Islam It is called the
Noble Quran ,the Glorious Quran ;the Mighty quran,
but never the Holy Quran save by modern,
Western-educated Muslims who are imitating the
title Holy Bible It contains the substance of Muham-
mad's deliverances during the twenty odd years of
his public ministry -It is clear that he had been pre-
paring a book for his community which would be for
them what the old testament was for the Jews and
the new testament for the Christians ,but he died be-
fore his book was ready ,and what we have in the
Quran is what his followers were able to gather to-
gether after his death and issue as the corpus of his
revelations (1)
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‘It is axiomatic that the new religious movement of
Islam must somehow or other have risen out of the
conditions in Mecca in Muhammad's time. Anew re-
ligion cannot come into being without  suffcient mo-
tive. In the experience of Muhammad and his early
followers there must have been some need which
was satisfied by the practices and doctrine= of the
embryonic religion. (1)
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"He had a talent for administration that would have

enabled him to handle the biggest operations then

carried out in Mecca, but the great merchans ex-

cluded him from inner circle His own dissatisfaction

made. him more aware of the unsatisfactory aspects

of life in Mecca. In these, hidden years, he must

have brooded over such matters. Eventually what

had been maturing in the inner depths was borught

. tolight" (1) [

LSt 5o 1 conGie s

L5f e E i ron S Slkerecy

BLSehe S, L N2ty

Uk LGF e dnd ol ouesds

HEURIEUA T AL S ST

WAL el 2KFTRnlF 3 patib

. Vb6 IE e A Gyt

o2 S PSS ety mfiens P

e WIS ISTS SE 2 o SasiS Fe iy
e KM 2AL SAB IS B E L S By s B Lo
L BUSII L 15 e S BT SG
10k et




365

“For Muslim tradition the Quran is thus the word or
‘speech of God ,and Muhammad himself must aiso
have regarded it in this way -Moreover he must have
been convinced that he was able to distinguish
between his own thoughts and the message that
came to him from outside himself ————-—— .To say
that Muhammad was sincere does not imply that he
his beliefs .A man may be sincere but
.What seems to man to come
from outside himself ,may actually come from his un-
conscious”. (1)
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“The earliest Passages of the Quran show that it
stands with the tradition of Judaeo—Christian
monotheism with its conceptions of God the creator,
of resurrection and judgement, and of revelation. In
late passages the dependence on the Biblical tradi-
tion becomes even more marked, for they contain
much material from the old and new testament”. (2)
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“Here there are various possibilities. He might have
met jews and christians and talked about religious
matters with them, There were christian Arabs on
the borders of Syria. Christian Arabs or Abyssinians
from Yeman may have come to Mecca to trade or as
slaves. Some of the nomadic tribes or clans were
Christians, but may still have come to the annual
trade fair at Mecca. There were also important
Jewish groups settied at Medina and other places.
Thus opportunities for conversation certainly existed.
Indeed Muhammad is reported to have had some
talks with Waragah Khadijah's christian cousin and
during his life time his enemies tried to point to some
of his cnm as the source of his revelation”. (1)
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“The conclusion of this matter is that Muhammad re-
ceived his knowledge of Biblical conceptions in
general (as distinct from the details of some of the
stories) from the intellectual environment of Mecca
and not from reading or from the communication of
‘specific individuals. Islam thus in a sense belongs to
the Judaeo—Christian tradition because it sprang up
in a milieu that was permeated by biblical ideas. (1)
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"As for as the decades following Jesus's mission are
concemed, it must be understood that events did not
at all happen in the way they have been said to have
taken place and that peter's arrival in Rome in no
way laid the foundations of the Church. On the
contrary, from the time Jesus left earth to the second
half of the second century, there was a struggle
between two factions. One was what one might call
Pauline Christianity and the other Judeo Christianity.
it was only very slowly that the first supplanted the
second, and Pauline Christianity triumphed over
Judeo—Christianity.* (1)
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“For those Judeo—Christians who remained "Loyal
Jews "Paul was atraitor. Judeo ~Christian documents
call him an "enemy ,Accuse him of “tactical double
dealing’". ‘Until 70 A.D »Judeo-Christianity
represents the majority of the Church, and Paul
remains an isolated case. The head of the ‘community
at that time was James, a relation of Jesus. With him
were Peter (at the beginning) and John. James may
be consideredto| mpvuamh.lme-cmisﬁmrznp.
‘which deliberately clung to judaism as opposed to
Ppauline-christianity. Jesus's family has a very
important place in Judeo~Christian Chruch of
Jerusalem.'(1)
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"One thing that is clear, however, is that in his

warner, and now regarded it as luding
production of ‘the Book ‘which was to be the
scripture of his community”. (1)
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“"Muhammad's belief that the revelation came to him

from God would not prevent him rearranging the

material and otherwise emending it by omission or

addition. There are references in the Quran to God

making him forget some passages, and a close

‘study of the text makes it almost certain.that words

and phrases were added. Such addition, of course,

would not be of Muhammad's composition.

Presumably he had some way of listening. for

revelations where he thought they were needed, and

would only emend the text if he received an

emending revelation. Islamic orthodoxy has always

recognized that some passages of the Quran

containing rules for the Muslims were abrogated by
later pasgages, so that the original rules ceased to
be binding. The story of the *Satanic verses ...... ‘is
an instance of the emendation of what had been
publicly proclaimed as a revelation.’(2)
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“Certainly, then, there occurs a setting aside of the
preceding commandments on account of it's weak-
ness and ineffectiveness.
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“In his saying "a new Jcovenant ‘he has made the
former one obsolete -Now that which is made obso-
lete and growing od s near to vanishing away'.
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“For since the priesthood is being changed, there
‘comes to be of necessity a change also of the law".
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"These twelve Jesus sent forth, giving them these
orders, Donmwuﬂin’tomwofmenmm
and do not enter into a samaritan city, but instead go
continually to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
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“And he said to them ,Go into all the world and
preach the good news to all creation’.
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“I have many things yet to say to you, but you are
not able to bear them at present. However, when
that one arrives, the spirit of the truth, he will guide
you into all the truth for he will not speak of his own

impuise, but what things he hears he will speak, and
e will deciare to you the things coming'.
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“It is next to be noted, however, that in one or two
passages the Quran envisages the possibility that
Muhammad may forget certain verses tand this, of
course, is tantamount to revision by omission or dele-
tion, even though the forgetting is caused by God.
Incidently, this implies that the revelations were not
witen down.” (1
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"Having mentioned the different editions of the Koran,
it may not be amiss here to acquaint the reader, that
there are seven principal editions, If | may so call
them, or ancient coples of the book; two of which
were published and used at Medina, a third at Mecca,
afourth at Cufa, a fifth at basra, a sixth at Syria and a
seventh called the common or vulgar edition."(1)
;)Jl/«fﬁué&//:fuy‘d;v&ﬁ}"
bt ST
Jv/ul(g«n.gvr{;ﬁéifuv
S s B i fP
(et Ut AL ek S A
~uE L P v
AEL AL LJ,v;,u(Z,»e-s!(‘uum)-’w
SL S A IUBPLIT I Lo b E £
L GSEL PG 2 R RN e S P S
T LUE Yo s £ e i s o e 2
SBLAETII LS AL TRET S §rF
& 26 QUi nfs f B L0 SR
& u‘uﬁ'-,»uuh/ ,bJ(‘uv/;qurL,wu

,.f"’u’ufufwuluu»).ﬂ

45§ he Koran' .1




457
YTt TS B ENE IR 8, ph

ARNRL oo bt (S B s 73§
Lrat S P s O RberShom S LIG

BRI I L AR S LTS
24T ot sy s L fed Uan
(uife bl Lo L IEENLOIPSTT
LU IL Lt U\ L0 LA

TS
UL 1 s K0 NI L bR L B
PRy

“This recension of uthman thus became the only
standard text for the whole muslim world upto the
present day". (1)
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I will mention but one instance of several to show
that this book was really admired for the beauty of its
composure by those who must be allowed to have
been competent judges. A poem of Labid Ebn Rabia
one of the greatest wits in Arabia in Muhammad's
time, being fixed up on the gate of the temple of Mec-
«a, an honour allowed to none but the most es-
teemed performances, none of the other poets durst
offer anything of their own in competition with it. But
the second chapter of Koran being fixed up by it
‘'soon after, Labid himself {then an idolater) on read-
ing the first verses only, was struck with admiration,
and immediately professed the religion taught there-
by, declaring that such words could proceed from an
inspired person only." (1)
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“At the time this prediction is said to have been
delivered, no prophecy could be more distant from
it's accomplishment, since the first twelve years of

Heraclius announced the approaching dissolution of
the empire’. (2)
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“These scientific considerations, which are very

specific o the Quran, greaty surprised me at first
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Up until then, 1 had not thought it possible for one to
find o many statements in a text compiled more
than thirteen centuries ago referring to extremely
iverse subjects and all ofthem totaly in keeping
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e eloly prig 3G
“What ially strikes the reader confronted for the
first time with a text of this kind is the sheer abun-
dance of subjects discussed: the creation,
astronomy, the explanation of certain matters
cconceming the earth, and the animal and vegetabe
kingdoms and human reproduction’. (2)
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“Whereas monumental errors are to be found in the
Bible, | could not find a single error in the Quran. |
had to stop and ask myself: f a man was author of
the Quran, how could he have written facts in the
seventh century A.D. that today are shown to be in
keeping with modern scientific knowledge? There
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was absolutely no doubt about it: the text of the
Quran we have today is most definitely a text of the
period -, What human explanation can there be to
this observation? In my opinion there is no
explanation tthere is no special reason why an
inhabitant of the Arabian Peninsula should at a time
when king Dagobert was reigning in France
(629-639 A.D) have had scientific knowledge on
certain subjects that was ten centuries ahead of our
own.” (1)
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"Only ignorance of such religious and secular data
‘can lead to the following bizzare suggestion | have
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heard several times: If surprising statements of a

scientific nature exist in the Quran, they may be

accounted for by the fact that arab scientists were far

ahead of their time and Muhammad was influenced

by their work. Anyone who knows any thing about

Islamic history is aware that the period of the Middle

/Ages which saw cultural and scientific upsurge in the

Arab world came after Muhammad and would not

therefore indulge in such whims. Suggestions of this

kind are particularly off the mark in that the majority

dsﬂeﬂhﬁchﬂswﬁiﬂtammﬂwwv&y

clearly recorded in the Quran have only been
confirmed in moder times."(1)
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“In this context, | think | may have found references
in the Quran to the presence of Planets in the
universe that are similar to the earth. It must be
added that many scientists think this is a perfectly
feasible fact, although modem data cannot provide
any hint of certainty"-(1)
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"The above observation makes the hypothesis ad-
vanced by those who see Muhammad as the author
of the Quran quite untenable. How could a man,
from being illiterate become the most important
author, in terms of literary merit, in the whole of
Arabic Literature? How could he then pronounce
truths of scientific nature that no other human being
could possibly have developed at the time, and all
this without once making the slightest error in his.
pronouncements on the subject ? (2)
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“They will lead to the conclusion that it is inconceiv-
‘able for a human being living in the seventh century
A.D. to have expressed assertions in the Quran on
highly varied subjects that do not belong to his peri-
©od and for them to be in keeping with what was to be
revealed only centuries later. For me, there can be
no human explanation to the Quran".(1)
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s for as the creation is concemed, this accusation

is totally unfounded. How could a man living

fourteen hundred years ago have made corrections

to the existing description to such an extent that he

eliminated scientifically inaccurate material and, on

his own initiative, made statements that science has_
LTSS
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only in the present day been able to verify.
hypothesis is completely untenable. The description
of the creation given in the Quran is quite different
from the one in the Bible." (1)
PSR o ST Ny
cdn B L L LovifL ko
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“The organization of the world is treated in neither
the Gospels nor the Old Testament (except for a few
notions whose general inaccuracy we have already
'seen.) The Quran however deals with this subject in
dapth. What it describes is important, but so is what
it does not contain. It does not in fact provide an
account of the theories prevalent at the time of the
revelation that deal with the organization of the
celestial world, the that science was later to
show were inaccurate”. (2)
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"On the one hand, these verses express simple

ideas readily understood by those people to whom,

for geographical reasons, the Quran was first

directed: the inhabitants of Mecca and Medina, the

Bedouins of the Arabian peninsula. On the other

hand, they cont reflections of general nature from

‘which a more cultivated public of any time and place

may learn something instructive, once t stars to

think about them: this is a mark of the Quran's

universalty. (1)
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“Whether it deals therefore with the origins of life in

general, or the element that gives birth to plants in

the soil, or the seed of animals, all the statements

contained in the Quran on the origin of life are strictly

in accordance with modern scientific data. None of
ATTF G TGS A
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the myths on the origins of life that abounded at the
time the Quran appeared are mentioned in the text’.(1)
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"I consider that existence in the Quran of the verse
+ referting to these concepts can have no human ex-
planation on account of the period in which they
were formulated'. (2)
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"The Quranic description of certain stages in the de-
velopment of the embryo corresponds exactly to
‘what we today know about it, and the Quran does
ot contai a single statement that is open to cri-
cism from modern science'. (3)
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"Once again, this fact must be noted if one is to be
objective, and yet again its great importance ap-
pears very clearly in the face of the unfounded state-
ments which are made claiming that Muhammad,
the author of the Quran, largely copied the Bible.
One wonders in that case who or what reason com-
pelled him to avoid copying the passages the Bible
contains on Jesus's ancestry, and to insert at this
point in the Quran the corrections that put his text
above any criticism from modem knowledge. The Gos-
pels and Old Testament texts are quite opposite; from
this point of view they are totally unacceptable’. (1)
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"One might ask if it is possible that, between the
time of the Biblical narration and the one contained -
in the Quran, man could have acquired knowledge
that shed light on this event. The answer is no,
because from the time of the Old Testament to the
Quran, the only document man possessed on this
ancient story was the Bible itself. If human factors
are unable to account for the changes in the
narrations which affected their meaning with regard
to modern knowledge, another explanation has to be
accepted, i.e. a Rev.lilion which came after the
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“In view of the state of knowledge in Muhammad's day,
it inconcetvabl that many of th statemens in the
Quran which are connscied with science coud have
perfectly
legitimate, not anly to regard the Quran as the
expression of a revelation, but also to award it a very
‘special place on account of the guarantee of authenticity
i Provides and theprosence in o scientc satements
‘which, when studied today, appear as a challenge to
human explanation. (1)
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been the work of a man. It is, more

2607 LRIT S S




553
S S 0 6 T e i G4
LEAELnb (YTscts S W
S A Ja.—,ummﬂ.(,ﬂm.ﬁfw

5y @ 0 553 gy U J!w;a' dm
GUIPse S oaln g2 S PSR TIS MU e a s

) U e !
o g b A
Jé'&uw-»;dwmb)v’lu{u_(w'
(3)".&0;{1,”/;4&;1/;W_an e
20 G 5 (501 a5 s
e LN FRAIIT ,Vc/gf_g.,dwr'
@ Yl e

O)
Cf/.ﬂui;}'g,b(uk')h“..«lr/s‘;;t/z_f"
Oy g e

o Byl 6 e Ty gyl T

Sen e wod s P Sl T ot
CRPR B Y




TS 5 G (v
Vol e Uk Feeif T8 e b @

e

e )

Sl cvratzne Ehe &l
F el Bigit s e &
AR b R g g
JeR)

PREY I (N S RV P S
@ aﬁ‘mnr ‘LWL}

S e 34 5380 58 e

@ _/,u/u;gqému;f_u;,wu

(yi
£ymcu)>Lgcu,vuwp5' PSSt
L he 1L A rhe i
[ A ) iy

178 das




Undte et (.ad/A,AN‘-’ LZ'M—(’"
Lwi:édy(ulugL/K,(dw:"’( 2/

s Gy \;.M W R £
b g oA AT s i g g.yﬁlw,m
uyuéumu'guu’/ﬂlf‘ 1 passlg e sl
St e SIfi e S s
@t
] .,»ii;nfnm;-,,a,;,u_-)

3

(L BE NS ST P e d)
ccire pbing b btz Letbl
@i

£ 0 313 06 e By (1)
Li}-'&f_alf J pld "

1994 (x4




556
P AL pnfidrucs nlond v ety
G- (,rl,w.v/;_g}w.(/u:__ﬂfm
ek LU =
L Lo Lruw.;ww

besnlonl u)’rv/ EIRmE g
e

300 Lo 6 3 b (1 9y

137" /J‘r Agn,gr/uﬁu,m"

14;".z_wr’ wf
b an
N,glgnﬁaguﬁxugw)u,ﬂ\..{,.w
R
€1 F e b gUsgrai S e ide (S 2y 7
AR g ee s CLIS T
& LS Lt S i1
1 0l Joudh Jy s i (1Y)

2005 F LT
20




2 5
e St LR L s i
I 2R s B s ESF e eIk S
Logmn@Enavk LF s Suik
0B s Lo L 70,

<1) q,b&ﬁu/,";fgm-,/

5

S Foup Zu ks fOs oty L1 2 S

A ;uy(rl?b\-ul_q,rk/' Leizgt)
.,Jr;,m‘_y’

o g

G WL el 55
Lauf feeplodivd e id By
sty LUFTReLus? Loy
vﬁ;LLU}I;/_J;»:Q“\:{_!‘;:I“LJUIL

@' fU, /(_v)df u‘" ;Jw,ul,,:

208" ruw:/d: Mm 1

OB (LIRS NS 7 25 mr
213504




)0 i e vy
LS Q,Lu»; S @A
St

F o
SNl il S srrﬁwf_w 2
( «-db.}i.«, a1

5 PL L 2B A5 LTI
;LJ@.‘:l/{..;_Jl,.wili 2L L
151 7\ L dstlarss

25
(ullkdiJ_/fgngbfidl;LKn.JL(
UL At s S 2 e ntpl

2188046




ofiRUB LU -t Q5
Wil ungel Lkt il

Lot F g P I el endt G1E Loy
F LA S IS0 d P nee TP S 212
J/.—..,C.-,ﬁ,p'».,/d_‘JJ;Jﬁ’i_(.ﬁ;fé_qu’n
ST

NS SIS e RO Ly
b Sn gt i o A s Ton St S
§*The Bible, The Quran and Science" -/ (f £ 4 » Ut bl
b L EG i S e MBS AUy S S nf
B g SR V1 S Y P
Sani (WL (E T re ok (P L e 257 L (F
Lo 26 SE vt SO n
LS gonr MG L KT LIS 1
et P F G LR 148 F sz bpss>
LS HKE S s g St
4o LT s e (Ui 2
P R LI S et LS VS S
B3 s, Pt atl ]
2 LT F e o = e i Fuiia
LA i s p b L LT i Sk f
J;y‘z@é;f%&_u‘,{f ST L LS et il 1

2185 LT AT




560
Lm;Ld/Ldr‘u'ydy"/al_(ULLLL/LU’)

g EFASFEr g L
wib P EISSS AL ilgrzsa} A s
SEesif w/.,tth(‘ T
el LTS et jarrrsiami (Puifs
Lo wrpd sl s

$or LIPS dhobed £ prg 28 s SIS
PO S s bl AL e s PSS
A lin S P LT S e s e it
TS e S 2 E S KNP 32330 p i S
syl s AU g IS ESI TS p e
Ui A K S SR s d J S
- 8ornselabi sl me
(1) Graddht 5

LU it Bos LUty r._ww
‘e pS Ky

ijLLUM;‘_U/JVJJVUIV/‘JU;’LU//A/
2 i 2 U E NG £ P S I S
3 P SIS G £ i e FovS et
14U sl P st} i Sng 2t £
G e sd] MagbIAGIE e f etmrzntfy f e
_¢£gm/.f:b’;f & Lovisem

LLP vpsi AL Lkl oo S e gt
e 5T RS i B L T
2ar A




AP




T ipisd
Ltith ¥ Logpszr & 25t L SAdnne
itz SESGE =S890 Ko
NN P RNV N X

TP A
SO ire A UR LU s koo 3 L5t
L SN ook SN

S Puded ;'uvruyéuzw_):uw:?’ 1

NE S HEE pifonzp o pd$ LOTEL N
e spired) £ e S S S06 1w U SN S L $25
S @ S e 0B e

e PRI LT S0 WP ey

SIS ¢ S 2 Ko F S Al (P T

‘.gA.J_LJuv,Ju‘:_S 5.0 S e ¢ A St
PO TR N BN LI TRy - Yy g
LWL E v rr E VAL IS
ij;/uuk S LuA iR hE e i)
Ve .//y(’ mL,,J_,wJuu,x,-wLqu

1304 Uiyt




564
Lur‘wa_uéd‘uilf Lz’
2T S 2L ot

AGuvLurng A Bl Lkl

55
o BYL A8 A LU o o’
SIS ot E Lo e o
A

Sezloa L/.,MJ{uwurnffu;,f gtz

A;u!ggu‘.u’wﬂx&"wn SR

ﬁdlg"/f‘:ﬂ'g_&d}&#l(/ﬂ -4

V2L yipid Loinellyr-ha e 3F FF

w2l St Lotn Sy uA Lol

“Laluiun

it e S PSFES L Sadin
Ao 3 Ing i g i lod . on8lE
J\Jvc_l‘)(Juub/xﬁéq!;ulfg‘ﬂ/gdirlr.)/
L Lontemrg B S 57 cupnfrdodusd
g b n IS il LU G

434Uyt
7905 2




565
W K 52 2885 LUPKT LS P R P
/L)'J—(‘UV/chn‘ﬁAJdr—-Jlfu/y‘gﬂgu,(la
LIPS e s f £ i
S L zAS s BI TS gﬁ,&/ﬁm
S LA J@)JV/M“J&//&JMJ
L8220 /

LA LR SLmE ,',wlwm,w,,‘
St nifnd 26 ¢u)mJ‘ﬁ;L|,}i
Eafnfindd 1 F .,:Luégz,’f-z
NS At ¥ ey o8
s S S PSS o
u‘/w"L_‘mJ(‘uuu}Lu/\yfwg/Ju’me
Lt oot S RN S TS S
ad §T LS el (‘}uu LIALEIT GG e
2T e RIALINST 2T S S ol
S beolomd- Lt ;uu.wm;wa’&M
_gumg,/..vd,/rr‘ o LR U LSS
/JJuyA)-vJ(‘uv/,:v;xdhwru’ﬁf‘w/
oL g finei o I el 2S
57 »V‘;"u’ébﬂuki‘g&n’f‘ TS L ARy
&SGRV S
RN / Sebn ok VUl
u!uu_/g,t’H’/rt}vlu,;baﬂ/f‘uv)i+Juf)un




566

H)’ya‘y;,g,;yauipéu}\ycr(‘ur};.r:/L
Sl oy e Loy s
a5 Mt
SLUNEE I L s St $ S Anone
(b e L3 7 nsb L pprzp e iz
(Lt S AEinS S o el I L
Aot Lo B L o §E T S G
EveB Gong S fow iS L Sige i 2ubhLus™
AL LIS B s PT 2y S
g Lo nfE ot b af ) 4
GLURS PSS Sa7es5 ST
Ol Aol K iiBS1e 51§
LP G Sl bt Sl T £ 5 uig A B
FLail B n SR LT S i
B0 0 P ST Ll e L1 £ @el)
itz /V.Jb(&;fuﬂfﬂd'ﬂléuiwt_l
P p AL G aEn g6 PSS s e St
STt el L g d AT S ,u( T
S s Loins B s
“Bell held that from an early point in his prophetic
career, though not from the beginning, Muhammad
thought of the separate revelations he was
receiveing as constituting a single Quran. After he
had been a year or two in Medina, however, he

thought of them as constituting, the Book, which it
was his task to produce”. (2)
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“Itis clear that he had been preparing a book for his
community which would be for them what the old tes-
tament was for the Jews and the New Testament for
the Christans, but he died before his book was
ready, and what we have in the Quran is what his
followers were able to gather together after his death
and issue as the corpus of his. 'revd:lior\s-"(”
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begun in his lifetime, but it was completed only
some years after his death’. (1)
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“"Muhammad continued to receive such revelations
at frequent intervals. He and his followers memor-
ized them, and they were repeated in the ritual wor-
ship or prayer which he introduced. Most of them
'were probably written down during Muhammad's life-
time." (2) v
ST 56 LU ()8
oL L G A e L
el i) 42 g
PRI FS )
“It seems likely that to a great extent the surahs or
chapters of the Quran were given their present form
by Muhammad himself. (3)
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“Thanks to its undisputed authenticity, the text of the.

Quran holds a unique place among the books of
revelation, shared neither by the Old nor the New

Testament. In the first two sections of this work, a
review was made of the alterations undergone by the
OId Testament and the Gospels before they were
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handed down 10 us i the form we know today The
'same is not true for the Quran for the simple reason that
it was written down at the time of the prophet”.(1)
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"As the revelation Progressed, the Prophet and the
believers following him recited the text by heart and
it was also written down by the scribes in his
following. It therefore starts off with two elements of
authenticity that the Gospels do not possess. This
continued up to the Prophet's death. At a time when
not everybody could write, but everyone was able to
recie, recitation afforded a considerable advantage
because of the double checking posilhla when the
definite text was compiled”. (2)
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“Texts formally prove that long before the Prophet let
Moca for Medina . Long before Hegira), the Quran-
ictoxt 50 far revealed had been writen down” (1)
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"The Quran itself therefore provides indications as to

the fact that it was set down in writing at the time of
the Prophet. It is a known fact that there wi
several scribes in his following, the most famous of
whom ,Zaid Ibn Thabit, has left his name to

posterity”. (2),
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“Not long after the Prophet's death (632), his succes-
sor Abu Bakr, the first Calif of Islam, asked Muham-
mad's former head scribe, Zaid Ibn Thabit, to-make
a copy: this he did. On Omar's initiative (the future
second calf), Zaid consalted al the information he
could assemble at Medina (the witness of the Hafi-
Zzeen, copies of the Book wirtten on various materials.
belonging to private individuals). all with the object of
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avoiding possible errors in transcription. Thus an ex-
tremely faithful copy of the Book was obtained.” (1)

Kt o p 5118 L1 () 4o o

M//ddu:fé(&l)}.,ﬁyufyeu
4/_,;&;4/5[/".»".{[(“_;\/.;.@/@

A azh Tl (P b pie 2
S S L TR FT e
[ u.»b’um;r"in;}duw&u/}
;}f‘vaculer‘u»/fu,wr,;qu
S oL L s s
mreyrrl
"One might perhaps ponder the motives that led the
first three califs, especially uthman, to commission
collections and recensions of the text. The reasons
are in fact very simple: Islam's expansion in the very
first decades following Muhammad's death was very
rapid indeed and it happened among peoples whose
native language was not Arabic. Absolutely essential
steps had to be taken to ensure the spread of a text
that retained its original purity: uthman's recention
had this as s objective."(2)
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"It must be remembered that the outiook of Muham-
mad's more enlightened contemporaries has been
described as a vague monotheism".(1)
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“This is a strange and surprising story. The prophet

of the most uncompromisingly monotheistic religion

seems to be authorizing polytheism. Indeed the

story is so strange that it must be true in essentials.

It is unthinkable that anyone should have invented

such a story and persuaded the vast body of

Muslims to accept it". (1)
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permitted intercession to idols. One version of these
is:

Did you consider al-Lat and al-Uzza and
al-Manat, the third, the other? Those are the swans
exalted;

Their intercession is expected;
Their likes are not neglected.
Then, some time lator, he received another
revelation canceliing the last three verses here and
substituting others for them:
Did you consider al-Lat and al-Uzza And al-Manat,
the third, the other? For you males and for him
females? That would be unfair sharing.
They are but names you and your fathers named
God revealed no authority for them; they follow only
opinion and their souls fancies, though from their
lord there has come to them guidance’. (1)
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