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And seten [sat] so til evensong, and songen umwhile [from time to time], Til Glotoun hadde

yglubbed [guzzled] a galon and a gille.




His guttes bigonne to gothelen [rumble] as two gredy sowes;

He pissed a potel [pot full] in a Paternoster-while [the time it takes to say the Paternoster],

And blewe his rounde ruwet [horn] at his ruggebones [backbone's] ende,

That alle that herdethat horn helde hir nose after,

And wisshed it hadde ben wexed [scoured] with a wispe of firses [furze].
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Concerning the universe... and its different parts I will write in Latin what I have learned from the

Arabs. You can take it for granted that the universe is not square, or rectangular, but a sphere. What

is said of the sphere can be said of the universe.
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distressed about this, because I was planning to draw up a lunar table and had no starting point.
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It is... evident that the eyes are not alone in rendering judgment concerning visible things; but
judgment begins in the eyes and is completed by the ultimate sentient power, the source of the
visual faculty, [located] in the common nerve. It is equally clear that the eyes do perceive, and not
only the common nerve. But since the eyes are connected to the source of the [visual] power, and

powers flow from it to the eyes, so that the sensitive power is extended through the whole [optic]
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nerve from the common nerve to the eyes, as Alhacen says, therefore the visual act is one and

Roger Bacon and the origins of ,.Jf undivided, carried out by the eyes and the common nerve.
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Since vision is of the same kind in all animals, and certain animals are able to bestow the
multiplicative power on colors by the light of their eyes so as to see them at night, is follows that
the light of the eye has some effect on [external] light. Whether it goes beyond this, I do not
determine, save only by following in the foot-steps of the Author [i.e., Alhazen], as I have said

before. (David, C. Lindberg, op cit)
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My fellow Christians delight in the poems and romances of the Arabs; they study the works of
Mohammedan theologians and philosophers, not in order to refute them, but to acquire a correct
and elegant Arabic style. Where today can a layman be found who reads the Latin commentaries on
Holy Scriptures? Who is there that studies the Gospels, the Prophets, and the Apostles? Alas! The
young Christians who are most conspicuous for their talents have no knowledge of any literature or
language save the Arabic; they read and study with avidity Arabic books; they amass whole
libraries of them at a vast cost; and they sing every where the praises of Arabian lore. On the other

hand, at the mention of Christian books they disdainfully protest that such works are unworthy of

their notice. The pity of it! Christians have forgotten their own tongue, and scarce one in a thousand
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David L.Lewis, God's Crucible: Islam and the Making of Europe, 570-1215, New York, 2008, _IFF
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It was under the influence of the Arabs and Moorish revival of culture and not in the 15th century,

that a real renaissance took place... After steadily sinking lower and lower into barbarism, it
[Europe] had reached the darkest depths of ignorance and degradation when cities of the Saracenic
world, Baghdad, Cairo, Cordova, and Toledo, were growing centers of civilization and intellectual
activity. It was there that the new life arose which was to grow into a new phase of human
evolution. From the time when the influence of their culture made itself felt, began the stirring of

new life. Robert Briffault, The Making of Humanity, London: 1938
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having expelled all the Jews from your domains in that same month of January, your Highnesses
commanded me to go with an adequate fleet to these parts of India [the Americas]... I departed from

the city of Granada on Saturday 12 May and went to the port of Palos, where I prepared three ships.
(Quoted in Jerry Brotton, The Renaissance Bazaar, Oxford: New york, 2002, p.32)
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My fate is to live amid varied and confusing storms. But for you perhaps, if as I hope and wish you
will live long after me, there will follow a better age. This sleep of forgetfulness will not last for

ever. When the darkness has been dispersed, our descendants can come again in the former pure

radiance. (Africa, IX. 451-7; tr. T. E. Mommsen (tr. and ed.), p.127)
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