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General Editor’s Introduction

Up until now, the fundamental texts of the Islamic faith, apart from the notable exceptions of the
Qur'an and the Hadith of the Prophet, peace be upon him, have remained out of reach of many Muslims and
non-Muslims alike. Among the most important sources for understanding the Qur'an are the fafsir works,
commentaries on the Qur’an, which help to properly explain and contextualise the Revelation. A common
concern is that the original Arabic works are often obscure, linguistically difficult and physically inaccessible,
particularly to ordinary Muslims in the Islamic world and the West, who in seeking to better understand their
own faith, often do not possess sufficient mastery of Classical Arabic (fusha) to be able to understand the
early tafsir works. Likewise, fundamental works in translation have not been readily accessible or available.
Consequently, such works are often erroneously regarded as antiquated and no longer of relevance. Quite
the contrary, the English translations of exegetical works now make it possible to engage these works
without any preconceived notions and moreover, to use them as a basis for studying the Arabic originals.

Tanwir al-Migbas min Tafsir Ibn Abbas, presented here in English for the first time ever, is the
second work in the Great Tafsirs of the Qur'an series published by the non-for-profit Royal Aal al-Bayt
Institute for Islamic Thought, Amman (http://www.aalalbayt.org). In keeping with the Aal al-Bayt's objectives of
“Promoting awareness of Islam and Islamic thought, rectifying unsound ideas and misconceptions about Islam,
highlighting the Islamic intellectual contribution and its impact on human civilization”, the series aims to make
widely-available in affordable print and in electronic formats (http://www.altafsir.com) leading exegetical
works in translation for study and research in unabridged form which are faithful to the letter and meaning
of the Arabic. Forthcoming titles in the series include, Al-Wahidi's Asbab al-Nuzul (translated by the
translator of the present work), Sahl al-Tustari's 7afsir, Baydawi's Tafsir, Qushayri's Lata’f al-Isharat, Al-
Nasafi's 7afsir, and others.

Tanwir al-Migbas is often attributed to the Companion ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abbas b. ‘Abd al-Muttalib (d.
68/687), cousin of the Prophet and father of the discipline of QurRanic exegesis, or to the renowned Shafi'i
scholar Majd al-Din Muhammad Ibn Ya'qub al-Firuzabadi (d. 817/1414). Despite its uncertain authorship, as
discussed below by the translator, 7anwir al-Migbas remains a pivotal work for the study of Islamic exegesis
for the following reasons:

1. The traditions attributed to Ibn ‘Abbas that are at the core of this work render it as a seminal work of
exegesis.

2. This commentary is unabridged and uncensored as are other works in the series.

3. The work is an example of the tafsir type known as {afsir bil-riwaya or tafsir bil-mathur. That is, it
contains reports going back to the Prophet (pbuh) or a Companion, in this case Ibn ‘Abbas.

4. Tanwir al-Migbas does not contain elaborate theological or philosophical explanations.

5. Tanwir al-Migbas does not contain the technical grammatical explanations commonly found in other
works.

6. Tanwir al-Migbas is unencumbered by /snads or chains of transmission, occasionally found in other tafsir
works, thus making the work accessible to the non-specialist.
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History of publication and scholarship

The earliest print edition of 7anwir al-Migbas was produced in Bombay, India in 1864 by Matba'
Muhammadi. The next edition to appear was the 1873 Bulaq edition which was subsequently reprinted in
1951 by Mustafa al-Babi al-Halabi and Sons. In 1937, a private edition was printed in the margins of the
Quran at the expense of ‘Abd al-Hamid Ahmad Hanafi. In 1972, Dar al-Anwar al-Muhammadiyya in Cairo
issued a work edited by Muhammad al-Sadiq al-Qamhawi and ‘Abd al-Hafiz Muhammad ‘Isa. In 1976, an
edition was produced in Multan, India, presumably a reprint of the 1864 Bombay edition. In 1995 (2001),
Dar al-Fikr in Beirut under the supervision of an editorial committee issued the work in a re-edited vocalised
edition. In 2000, Dar al-Kutub al-'Iimiyyah issued a vocalised edition. Other editions and reprints include Dar
al-Fikr in Beirut (2001) and Al-Maktabah Al-'‘Asriyyah in Sidon (2005). The authoritative Arabic text of the
work is now available on the Altafsir.com website (http://www.altafsir.com).

Scholarship on 7anwir al-Migbas in the Arab and Islamic world has thus far been limited. Only one
major study has appeared which focuses on the exegetical traditions of Ibn ‘Abbas: ‘Abd al-'‘Aziz al-Hamidi,
Tafsir Ibn 'Abbas wa Marwiyatuhu fil-Tafsir min Kutub al-Sunnah published in 1986 by Umm al-Qura
University in Mecca. However, it is to be hoped that publication of this work will lead to the production of
further studies of the work in the Islamic world and the west and to the critical discussion of it in universities
and academies in the Islamic world and the West.

The translator Mr Mokrane Guezzou of the United Kingdom has presented herein a competently
translated work which is both accessible and intelligible without the over-reliance on footnotes found in
some academic translations of Islamic sources. Finally, we would like to express our appreciation to Fons
Vitae Publishers, the managing director Aisha Gray Henry, the marketing director Pam Swisher and finally to
the copy editor Elena Lloyd-Sidel.

Dr. Yousef Meri

Royal Aal al-Bayt Institute
for Islamic Thought, Amman
Safar 1429/ February 2008
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Translator’s Introduction

For Muslims, the Quran is God’s final Word to humankind revealed to the Prophet Muhammad in
pure Arabic. Metaphysics, eschatology, cosmology, law and morality are all interwoven therein to form a
beautiful whole of sublime wisdom. The Quran is also—and above all—a book of guidance. It guides the
faithful in all aspects and at all levels of their lives. It directs them to belief in God's divine oneness and
disbelief in any deity other than Him; it explains what is lawful and unlawful, and draws a detailed way for
them to live harmoniously in this world so as to attain bliss and salvation in the Hereafter. As such, the
Qur’an contains all that is required for Muslims to have success in this world and in the Hereafter.

Unlike any other ordinary book, the notions and concepts mentioned in the Qur'an—whether they
relate to faith, legal rulings, threats and promises, arguments, allusions or anecdotes of past nations—
alternate without any apparent scheme. The Quran tackles the same topics time and again but each time
using different expressions. Some of the injunctions and rulings of the Qur'an are too general to allow
specific applications, while others are too specific to allow generalisation. Some sections of the Qur'an were
revealed before the Prophet’'s migration to Medina while other parts were revealed after his migration. There
are also some Qur'anic verses which abrogated previous ones but both, the abrogating and the abrogated
verses, are still preserved in the Qur’an. The reader of the Qur'an comes across sudden transitions between
one topic and another. God states plainly in the Qur'an that the Qur’an contains clear and unclear verses
(ayat muhkamat wa-ukhar mutashabihat). One finds that in the same passage God may speak
interchangeably in the first and third person and to different audiences without pause or change of style.
Just as the Quran has dealt with matters, places and people that were unknown to or unheard of by the
Arabs. More than this, the Quran uses some words and expressions which were unfamiliar to many Arabs,
since these were either coined from other Semitic languages or borrowed from different Arabic dialects other
than that of the Quraysh.

For all these reasons and many others, the Qur'an has never been a closed book. The Qur'an had
always needed explanation and interpretation. One notices that the Qur‘an explains itself in many places.
However, the greatest source of Qur'anic interpretation is without doubt the Prophet himself. A glance at the
different collections of Hadith will reveal that a process of interpreting the Qur'an had begun at the time of
the Prophet. Encouraged by the Qur'an and advice of the Prophet to ask about whatever they did not
understand regarding religion, the prophetic Companions asked the Prophet about the meaning of many
passages of the Quran.! In some occasions, the Prophet explained the meaning of some Qur’anic verses
without being asked to do so, while in other instances he asked some of his Companions about certain
passages and then confirmed their understanding or proceeded himself to give their meaning.” The example
of the Prophet was followed by his Companions. Even during the Prophet’s life time, some Companions had
distinguished themselves as experts in the interpretation of the Quran. Apart from the four Caliphs, the
most noteworthy of these Companions were ‘Abdullah Ibn Mas'ud (d. 32/652), ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas (d.
68/687), Ubayy Ibn Ka'b (d. 30/650), Zayd Ibn Thabit (d. 45/666), Abu Musa al-Ash'ari (d. 42/662) and
‘Abdullah Ibn al-Zubayr (d.73/692). However, Muslim scholarship considers Ibn ‘Abbas as the real father of
the science of 7afsir.

The reports related from Ibn ‘Abbas regarding the interpretation of the Qur‘an are quite abundant. In
fact, there is almost no Qur‘anic verse for which one cannot find an interpretation attributed to Ibn ‘Abbas.

! See for example Sahih al-Bukhari, Tafsir.

21t is not our intention here to give an analysis of the early development of 7afsir. About this development there are two different
versions: the Muslim version and the Orientalist one. See the analyses developed in Muhammad Husayn al-Dhahabi, a/~7afsir wa’-
Mufassirun, Chapter One, Maktabat Wahba, 2000, and the articles of Claude Gilliot, ‘The Beginning of Qur'anic Exegesis’ and Nabia
Abbot, ‘The Early Development of Tafsir’, both in: 7he Quran. Formative Interpretation, edited by Andrew Rippin, Variorum; as well as
the article 7afsirin Encyclopaedia of Islam, second edition (subsequently £F).
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There are nine different chains of transmission of Ibn ‘Abbas’ reports regarding Tafsir which vary in their
degree of reliability and authenticity. These chains are as follow:*

1- Mu'awiyah Ibn Salih> “Ali Ibn Abi Talhah> Ibn ‘Abbas.

2- Qays Ibn Muslim al-Kufi> ‘Ata’ Ibn al-Sa‘ib> Sa'id Ibn Jubayr> Ibn ‘Abbas.

3- Ibn Ishag> Muhammad Ibn Abi Muhammad> ‘Ikrimah or Sa'id Ibn Jubayr> Ibn ‘Abbas.
4- Isma'il Ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Suddi al-Kabir> Abu Malik or Abu Salih> Ibn ‘Abbas.

5- 'Abd al-Malik Ibn Jarih> Ibn ‘Abbas.

6- Al-Dahhak Ibn Muzahim al-Hilali> Ibn ‘Abbas.

7- ‘Atiyyah al-'Awfi> Ibn ‘Abbas.

8- Mugqatil Ibn Sulayman al-Azdi> Mujahid or al-Dahhak> Ibn ‘Abbas.

9- Muhammad Ibn al-Sa’ib al-Kalbi> Abu Salih> Ibn ‘Abbas.

According to Muslim scholarship, the chains of transmission 1, 2 and 3 are reliable, 6, 7, 8 unreliable,
while the chain of transmission no. 5 needs scrutiny since it transmits both reliable and unreliable reports.
What is reported from Ibn ‘Abbas via ‘Ali Ibn Abi Talhah calls for special consideration. This is because it is
possible to compile material of a Tafsir of Ibn ‘Abbas from the reports of ‘Ali Ibn Abi Talhah on the basis of
about 1,000 texts found in Tabari’s 7afsir.* In fact, material for an entire Tafsir of Ibn ‘Abbas can also be
gathered from other reliable reports recorded in collections of Hadith, such as Bukhari, and in earliest
commentaries of the Qur'an such as that of Tabari.

Reliable reports from Ibn ‘Abbas regarding the interpretation of the Qur'an are not lacking. But this
did not prevent some from ascribing a host of reports to this erudite prophetic Companion. There is even an
entire commentary of the Qur'an ascribed to him, namely, 7anwir al-Migbas min Tafsir Ibn 'Abbas, or simply
Tafsir Ibn 'Abbas. This commentary was published many times under the above titles as well as under
slightly different titles. Some editions cite Majd al-Din Muhammad Ibn Ya'qub al-Firuzabadi (729-817/1329-
1414) as the author but others simply attribute it to Ibn ‘Abbas.’ So is this commentary the work of Ibn
‘Abbas or al-Firuzabadi?

There is no doubt that this commentary is not the work of Ibn ‘Abbas. The chain of transmitters of
this commentary goes back to Muhammad Ibn Marwan> al-Kalbi> Abu Salih which is described by Hadith
experts as the chain of lies (silsilat al-kadhib), for this line of transmission is utterly dubious and unreliable.
One does not even need to use the criteria for reliable transmission applied by Hadith experts to decide this
commentary’s wrong attribution to Ibn ‘Abbas. It is easy to detect obvious anomalies in the text of 7anwir
al-Migbas which leave one with no doubt that whoever wrote it lived many centuries after Ibn ‘Abbas. One
finds it, for instance, references to Hasan al-Basri, al-Suddi and even the grammarian Yahya Ibn Ziyad al-
Farra’ (d. 207/822).% In a few places, after giving different meanings of the same verse, the author(s) or
compiler(s) proceed(s) to say: ... and this is the opinion of Ibn ‘Abbas” or: “Ibn ‘Abbas says...”, forgetting
that the entire commentary is supposed to be an accurate transmission of what is narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas.

3 Al-Tafsir wal-Mufassirun, op. cit., 1: pp. 59-62.

* Fuat Sezgin, Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums, E.J. Brill, 1967, I, pp. 25-28.

1 have used two different editions of this work. The edition of Dar al-Jil: 7anwir al-Migbas min Tafsir Ibn ‘Abbas, which cites al-
Firuzabadi as the author and has two additional texts on the margin: Lubab al-Nugul fi Asbab al-Nuzul and Ma'rifat al-Nasikh wa-
Mansukh attributed to Ibn Hazm. It appears that this edition is an exact reproduction of the Cairo edition of 1951, for even the names
of the Azhar proofreaders of this edition and its date of publication are still mentioned at the end of the book. The other edition I made
use of is that of Dar al-Kutub al-'Ilmiyyah, Beirut, 2000, which does not cite al-Firuzabadi as the author. On the different editions of this
work, see, Andrew Rippin, ‘Tafsir Ibn ‘Abbas and the Criteria for Dating Early Tafsir Texts’, Jerusalem Studies on Arabic and Islam, 18
(1994), pp. 41-42.

® For example, see, in Tanwir al-Migbas min Tafsir Ibn 'Abbas, the explanation of verse 23 of Surah Counsel (a/-Shura) and verse 28 of
surah the Troops (a/-Zumar) respectively were Hasan al-Basri, al-Farra’ and al-Suddi are mentioned by name. And see the commentary
on surah the Cave (a/-Kahf) verse 22, and surah the Spider (a/-’Ankabut) verse 69 where the author/compiler refers to the opinions of
Ibn ‘Abbas to distinguish them from the other opinions he cites.



Another striking feature of this commentary of the Qur‘an is its heavy reliance on the so-called
Israiliyyat. Israiliyyatis a term used to refer to those reports and narrations found in commentaries of the
Quran, Sufi literature, histories of the prophets, the reports of the storytellers (gussas) as well as other
genres of writing like the belle-letters. In modern Western studies, it is also used to refer to material related
to Biblical subjects found in medieval commentaries of the Qur'an and general histories.” In the former use,
one distinguishes three kinds of reports: (1) historical reports which include the stories of the prophets
(Qasas or Qisas al-Anbiya), (2) events that happened during the time of the ancient Israelites, and these
were made use of by such renowned figures as Hasan al-Basri (d. 110/728) and Muhasibi (d. 243/857) is his
al-Riayah li-Huguqg Allah, (3) folkloric tales borrowed, or supposedly borrowed, from Jewish sources, and
mainly used by the storytellers and littérateurs (udaba’).® It is only with Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728/1328) and,
following him, his student Ibn Kathir (d. 774/1373) that the term is invariably used as a reference to
unreliable reports and traditions dealing with Biblical subjects which are considered to be of Jewish origin.’
However, even though Muslim scholars, before Ibn Taymiyyah and Ibn Kathir, had differing views
concerning the use of Israfliyyat, they made a clear distinction between the different kinds of reports and
narrations which were gathered under this general term. Ibn ‘Abbas, for example, is known for his use of
Biblical narratives, but he is also equally known for his condemnation of the wild stories related by the
storytellers and also of his criticism of Wahb Ibn Munabbih whom he censored for narrating stories and
events which are unacceptable to Islamic teachings. However, one finds in 7anwir al-Migbas many instances
of the wild stories and narratives that Ibn ‘Abbas had strongly condemned.!® One can also detect hints of
anthropomorphism in some statements which is hardly in tune with the erudition and knowledge of someone
like Ibn ‘Abbas.

If this commentary is certainly not the work of Ibn ‘Abbas, is it safe to state that it is the work of
Muhammad Ibn Ya'qub al-Firuzabadi? As we shall see below, there are numerous difficulties which make
such an attribution hard to accept.

Muhammad Ibn Ya'qub al-Firuzabadi was a noted Shafi'i scholar who is mainly known today for his
monumental a/-Qamus al-Muhit, but whose contribution to Islamic scholarship extends to other domains
other than grammar. In fact, al-Firuzabadi’'s main specialisation was Hadith and history. He wrote over 48
books, six of which relate to Qur'anic studies, namely. 7aysir Fatihat al-Anab fi Tafsir Fatihat al-Kitab (a
commentary on al-Fatihah), al-Durr al-Nazim. al-Murshid ila Magasid al-Quran al-’Azim—both of which seem
to be lost like most of his other works—Hasi/ Kurat al-Khalas fi Tafsir Surat al-Ikhlas, Sharh Qutbat al-
Khashshaf and Basa’ir Dhawi al-Tamyiz fi Lata’if al-Kitab al-/Aziz** The last book is not a commentary on the
Quran, properly speaking, in the sense that it deals with the Quran surah by surah. It rather deals with
specific terms mentioned in the Qur'an and their different meanings. But there is much in the book’s content
which makes its comparison with 7anwir al-Migbas to the point.

The first problem one faces regarding the attribution of 7anwir al-Migbas to al-Firuzabadi is the
book’s chain of transmission. It is quite obvious that this chain is not contiguous and does not go all the way
to al-Firuzabadi. It is surprising that even though there is a huge time gap between al-Firuzabadi and the
first narrator of the chain of transmission, 7anwir al-Migbas was consistently attributed to him and
unreservedly printed as his work. Other comparisons between the Basa’ir Dhawi al-Tamyiz and Tanwir al-
Migbas reveal numerous striking differences. Out of the forty odd references to Ibn ‘Abbas made in Basa’r
Dhawi al-Tamyiz which deal with the interpretation of the Quran, only three of these references agree with
what is mentioned in 7anwir al-Migbas while 40 are completely different or contradictory to what is

7 Roberto Tottoli, ‘Origin and Use of the Term Isra’liyyatin Muslim Literature’, Arabica, 46 (1999), p. 193.

8 See the article Israfliyyatin EE.

° Roberto Tottoli, /bid., p. 203.

10 See for instance what is said about the Prophet David and the reason why the two angels came to him in the form of two men, and
see also the explanation of verse 6 of surah Ta-Ha.

1 See the introduction of the editor of Basa’r Dhawi al-Tamyiz fi Lataif al-Kitab al-'Aziz, Beirut, al-Maktabah al-'TImiyyah, n.d. I, pp. 22-
24,

vi



attributed to him in 7anwir al-Migbas.** There are also—as shown below—discrepancies in the two books as
to the Meccan or Medinan character of some surahs:

Surah Tanwir al-Migbas Basa’ir Dhawi al-Tamyiz
Al-An‘am Meccan except 5 verses Meccan except 6 verses

Al-Anfal Medinan except one verse Medinan by scholarly consensus
Bara'ah Medinan except the last 2 verses Medinan by scholarly agreement
Yunus Meccan except verse 40 Meccan by scholarly agreement
Ibrahim Meccan Meccan except one verse
Al-Nahl Meccan except 4 verses Meccan except 3 verses

Banu Isra‘il Meccan except a few verses Meccan by scholarly agreement
Al-Kahf Meccan except 2 verses Meccan by a scholarly agreement
Al-Hajj Meccan except 5 verses Meccan except 6 verses
Al-Shu‘ara’ Meccan except the last 2 verses Meccan except 1 verse
Al-Qasas Meccan except 1 verse Meccan by agreement

Lugman Meccan Meccan except 2 verses
Al-Sajdah Meccan Meccan except 3 verses
Al-Zumar Meccan except 1 verse Meccan except 3 verses
Al-Shura Meccan except 7 verses Meccan by scholarly consensus
Al-Ahgaf Meccan except 4 verses Meccan by scholarly agreement
Muhammad Meccan Medinan by scholarly agreement
Al-Najm Meccan except 1 verse Meccan by scholarly agreement
Al-Wagi‘ah Meccan except 3 verses Meccan by scholarly agreement
Al-Mujadilah Medinan except 1 verse Medinan by scholarly agreement
Al-Saff Medinan Meccan

Al-Munafiqun Medinan except 1 verse Medinan by scholarly agreement
Al-Mutaffifin Between Mecca and Medina Meccan

Al-Qadr Meccan Meccan or Medinan

Al-Falaq Meccan or Medinan Medinan

The differences between these two books can also be tested upon examining key concepts in either tenets
of faith or Islamic Law. For instance, the explanation of Istiwa’provided by al-Firuzabadi in Basa’ir Dhawi al-
Tamyiz agrees well with Muslim orthodoxy while in 7anwir al-Migbas the interpretation of Istiwa’in Qur'an
10:3 displays a belief in anthropomorphism. Being a Shafi'i scholar, al-Firuzabadi is also expected to be
consistent in his Figh opinions. However, one notices differences in opinion regarding the same legal matters
in the Basa’irand Tanwir al-Migbas, such is the case for example with Kalalah.'®* Furthermore, one does not
find a single reference in Basa’lr Dhawi al-Tamyiz to Tanwir al-Migbas. This is quite strange if we are to
believe, as Andrew Rippin seems to think following Muhammad Ibn ‘Ali al-Dawudi (d. 945/1538),' that al-

12 The agreement coincides with the interpretation of Q, 16:67, 94:5-6 and 3:102 while the differences or contradictions relate to Q,
13:38, 18:82, 10:3, 6:3, 3:45, 12:23, 18:34, 89:22, 3:112, 25:22, 55:60, 57:16, 68:4, 2:187, 89:28, 2:248, 2:57, 45:18, 5:48, 2:23,
37:54, 24:2, 9:90, 2:196, 113:3, 6:98, 75:17, 46:13, 4:42, 2:255, 43:87, 83:14, 4:177, 81:1, 18:24, 19:96, 68:16, 9:55, 65:2-3 and
19:8.

13 See, Basa’ir Dhawi al-Tamyiz, op. cit., under K.L.L. and the interpretation of Q. 4:177 in Tanwir al-Migbas.

1 Andrew Rippin, ‘Tafsir Ibn ‘Abbas and the Criteria for Dating Early Tafsir Texts’, Jerusalem Studies on Arabic and Islam, 18 (1994),
pp. 41-42
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Firuzabadi has indeed authored a book entitled 7anwir al-Migbas min Tafsir Ibn Abbas—different than the
one in circulation—which is twice the size of Basa’ir Dhawi al-Tamyiz. Especially when one knows that the
Basa’ir was one of the last books written by al-Firuzabadi,*® and that the content of the latter must
necessarily contain material from the former because of the similarity of topics and subjects tackled by both
books. In addition to this, no manuscript copies with the title 7anwir al-Migbas—with or without the name of
al-Firuzabadi—appear to exist.'®

Another major problem which points against ascribing 7anwir al-Migbas to al-Firuzabadi, as Andrew
Rippin has pointed out, is the fact that ‘Abdullah Ibn Muhammad al-Dinawari (d. 308/920) has a text which
is identical to the printed editions of 7anwir al-Migbas min Tafsir Ibn 'Abbas, and the earliest manuscript
copy of the text ascribed to al-Dinawari comes from the sixth AJjri century, well before al-Firuzabadi was
born.'” Muslim scholarship is not unfamiliar with minor or obscure scholars ascribing their works to
competent and famous scholars to guarantee the posterity and diffusion of their works, nor does it lack
examples whereby books were falsely attributed by copyists to different authors because of ill-intent,
confusion, ignorance or, simply, human error.!® One is inclined to think that this is exactly what happened in
the case of 7anwir al-Migbas. The fact that there was a surge in diffusion and interest in this book after the
ninth Ajjri century is explained, more than anything else, by the fame and celebrity of the author of a/-
Qamus al-Muhit.

Another question needs to be answered. If it is now clear that what we have in print as 7anwir a/-
Migbas min Tafsir Ibn Abbas is not the work of al-Firuzabadi, did the latter, nonetheless, write a different
book under the same title?

The first to mention that al-Firuzabadi authored a four volumes book entitled 7anwir al-Migbas min
Tafsir Ibn ‘Abbas, is Muhammad Ibn ‘Ali al-Dawudi (d. 945/1538), writing almost a century after the death of
al-Firuzabadi.* By contrast, we have two authors who were contemporaries of al-Firuzabadi who do not
mention this book at all. The first is Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani (d. 852) who knew al-Firuzabadi personally and
lived another 35 years after him. In Inba’ al-Ghumr bi-Abna’ al-'Umr,*® Ibn Hajar dwells at length with al-
Firuzabadi’s life and contribution and at the end mentions some of his books. The fact that he does not
mention 7anwir al-Migbas as one of al-Firuzabadi’s books is significant, since Ibn Hajar was, mainly, a Hadith
expert and this particular book, if it existed at all, would have merited at least a mention, being
circumscribed—even if dubiously—by narration and reporting from Ibn ‘Abbas.

The second is Ibn Qadi Shuhbah (d. 851/1448) another contemporary of al-Firuzabadi. Ibn Qadi
Shuhbah, in his 7abagat al-Shafiliyyah,** also devotes an entry to al-Firuzabadi and mentions many of his
books but, again, there is no reference there to 7anwir al-Migbas, even though such a work would have
been of great interest to Muslim jurists, since it is bound to comprise material which are pertinent to both
jurisprudence (figh) and the principles and fundamentals of jurisprudence (usu/ al-figh). Were these
illustrious scholars simply unaware that al-Firuzabadi wrote a book entitled 7anwir al-Migbas? 1t is quite
likely but very difficult to accept. In the absence of any manuscript copies of this work, one is inclined to
think that al-Dawudi is wrong either about the title of the book, its author or both.?

S This Basa’r Dhawi al-Tamyiz is dedicated to the Sultan al-Ashraf Isma'il, the ruler of Yemen, which means that al-Firuzabadi wrote it
after settling in this land, i.e. between 796 and 803 the year of al-Ashraf’s death.

16 Andrew Rippin, ‘Tafsir Ibn ‘Abbas and the Criteria for Dating Early Tafsir Texts’, op. ¢it., p. 42.

17 Andrew Rippin, op. cit., p. 47.

18 As an example of this see, Osman Yahya, Histoire et classification de l'ceuvre dTbn 'Arabi, Damascus, 1964, wherein one finds scores
of books attributed to Ibn ‘Arabi but which were written by anonymous or less well-known scholars.

19 Muhammad Ibn ‘Ali Ibn Ahmad al-Dawudi, 7abagat al-Mufassirin, edited by ‘Abd al-Salam ‘Abd al-Mu'in, Beirut, Dar al-Kutub al-
‘Iimiyyah, 2002, p. 485.

2 pa'irat al-Ma'arif al-'Uthmaniyyah, 1974, VII: pp. 159-163.

! Da’irat al-Ma'arif al-'Uthmaniyyah, 1980, IV: pp. 79-85.

22 The reader should note that our main concern in this introduction is to show that 7anwir al-Migbas min Tafsir Ibn 'Abbas is not the
work of either Ibn ‘Abbas or al-Firuzabadi. It is not our intention here to determine the author(s)/compiler(s) of this book. This question
is, I think, much complicated and deserves a detailed and thorough treatment. Andrew Rippin’s ‘Tafsir Ibn ‘Abbas and the Criteria for
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For the translation of 7anwir a/-Migbas here offered we have used the two different printed editions
mentioned above. The translation of the text of the Quran is that of Marmaduke Pickthall with very few
changes, in some places, to make it consistent with the present commentary. A section heading for each
surah has also been added.

Finally, it is to be hoped that this commentary which contains significant details about the
intersection of religious ideas in the early Islamic centuries, will serve as a useful resource for those
interested in the study of popular stories, legends and ideas across monotheistic traditions.

Dating Early Tafsir Texts’, Jerusalem Studies on Arabic and Islam, 18 (1994), pp. 38-83, throws some light on the authorship and dating of early
Tafsir texts, and also deals with Tanwir al-Migbas. However, we feel there is much to be added in this connection.



The Commentary



Tanwir al-Migbas min Tafsir 1bn ‘Abbas

Attributed to

Abu Tahir Muhammad Ibn Ya‘qub al-Firuzabadi

In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful, bismillahi al-rahmani al-rahimi, and Allah bless our
master Muhammad and all members of his Household.

‘Abdullah, the trustworthy narrator, the son of al-Ma’mun! al-Harawi related to us> his father> Abu
‘Abdullah> Abu ‘Ubaydullah Mahmud Ibn Marwan al-Razi> ‘Ammar Ibn ‘Abd al-Majid al-Harawi> ‘Ali Ibn
Ishaq al-Samargandi> Muhammad Ibn Marwan> al-Kalbi> Abu Salih who related that Ibn ‘Abbas said: ‘the
ba’[in bismi, in the Name] stands for Allah’s splendour (baha’), magnificence (bahjah), nobleness (bala),
grace (barakah), and the beginning of His name the Creator (a/-Bari’). The (sin) [in bismi] stands for Allah’s
loftiness (sana), elevatedness (sumuww) and the beginning of His name the All-Hearing (a/-Sam/"). The
(mim) [in bismi] stands for Allah’s dominion (muik), glory (majd), blessing (minnah) on His servants whom
He, Exalted is He, has guided to faith, and the beginning of His name the Glorious (a/-Majid). Allah means
the One who is entreated by people in times of need and when hardships occur. (7he Beneficent) (al-
Rahman), that is Him Who is compassionate towards both the pious and sinner in that He provides both with
sustenance and drives away adversities from both. (7he Merciful) (al-Rahim), that is particularly Him Who is
so towards the believers in that He forgives their sins and admits them into Paradise. It also means Him
Who conceals the sins of believers in this world and Who will show mercy towards them in the Hereafter and
thus admit them into Paradise’.

! The edition of Dar al-Jil has al-Ma’mur which is a printing error.



Surah 1: The Opening (al-Fatihah)

Among its surahs is the Opening of the Book (al-Fatihah),
which according to some is Medinan, and to others Meccan:

[1:1]
In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.
[1:2]

And on his authority it is related that Ibn 'Abbas said, regarding the saying of Allah, Exalted is He, (Praise be
to Allah): 'He says: laudation is Allah's in that He is kind towards His created beings and, hence, they praise
Him. It is also said that laudation is Allah's because of His excessive blessings upon His servants whom He
has guided to believe in Him. It is also said: laudation, absolute unity and godhood all belong to Allah Who
has neither progeny, partner, helper nor an assistant. (Lord of the worlds): Lord of any that has a spirit and
walks about on the face of the earth and also of the dwellers of heaven. It is also said that this means: the
Master of the jinn and human beings. It is also said that (Lord of the worlds) means the Creator of all
created beings, their Provider and the One Who changes them from one state into another.

[1:3]
(The Beneficent) the Gentle. (The Merciful) the Gentle.
[1:4]

(Owner of the Day of Judgement) the Arbitrator on the Day of Judgement which is the Day of Reckoning
and settlement of disputes between created beings, i.e. the Day when people are judged according to their
deeds; there is no judge save Him.

[1:5]

(Thee (alone) we worship), we turn to you as the only One God and we obey you; ((Thee alone) we ask for
help), we ask for your help in worshipping You and from You we obtain confidence in obeying You.

[1:6]

(Guide us to the straight path) guide us to the established Religion that You are pleased with, i.e. Islam. It is
also said that this means: make us firm in holding fast to it. It is also said that the straight path refers to
Allah's Book, and guidance to this means guidance to that which it prescribes as lawful or unlawful and to
the exposition of its content.

[1:7]

(The path of those whom Thou hast favoured), the Religion of those whom You have blessed with the
Religion and who are the followers of Moses, before the blessings of Allah deserted them, in that He shaded
them with a white cloud and sent down on them honey and quails when they were in the wilderness. It is
also said that (the path of those whom Thou hast favoured) refers to the prophets. (Not of those who earn
Thine anger), not the religion of the Jews who earned Your anger, whom You forsook and whose hearts You
did not protect until they became complaisant. (Nor of those who go astray), nor the religion of the
Christians who erred from Islam. Amen: thus shall be its custodians; it is also said that Amen means let it be
so. It is also said that it means: O our Lord! Do with us as we have requested You. And Allah knows best'.
And of the surah in which the Cow (al-Baqgarah) is mentioned, which is Medinan in its entirety- although it is



also said to be Meccan -and consists of 280 verses, 3,100 words and 25,500 letters.

Surah 2: The Cow (al-Bagarah)

And of the surah in which the Cow (al-Baqarah) is mentioned, which is Medinan in its entirety—although it is also said
to be Meccan—and consists of 280 verses, 3,100 words and 25,500 letters.

[2:1]

And on his authority>'Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak>'Ali Ibn Ishaq al-Samargandi>Muhammad Ibn Marwan>al-
Kalbi>Abu Salih that Ibn 'Abbas said, concerning Allah's saying, Exalted is He, (Alif. Lam. Mim): 'Alif stands
for Allah, Lam for the Archangel Gabriel (Jibril) and Mim for Muhammad. It is also said Alif stands for Allah's
blessings (ala'uh), Lam for His kindness (lutfuh) and Mim for His dominion (mulkuh). It is also said that Alif
stands for the beginning of the Name Allah, Lam for the beginning of His Name the Kind (al-Latif) and Mim
for the beginning of His Name the Glorious (al-Majid). It is also said that only Allah knows the meaning of
these disjointed letters; while some maintain that it is an oath that He made.

[2:2]

(This is the Scripture), i.e. this is the Book that Muhammad (pbuh) is reciting to you; (whereof there is no
doubt). There is no doubt that it has come from Me; if you believe in it, I shall guide you, but if you do not
believe in it, I will torment you. It is also said that (This is the Scripture) refers to the Guarded Tablet. It is
also said that this means: This is the Book that I promised to reveal to you on the Day of the Covenant
(yawm al-mithaq). It is also said (this is the Scripture whereof there is no doubt) means there is no doubt
that the description and traits of Muhammad are found in the Torah and Gospel. (A guidance unto those
who ward off (evil)), means that the Qur'an is an exposition for those who ward off disbelief, associating
partners with Allah and indecencies. It is also said that it means: it is a favour to the believers; or that it
means it is a mercy unto those who ward off evil from among the community of Muhammad (pbuh).

[2:3]

(Who believe in the unseen), that which is hidden from them such as Paradise, hell, the Bridge over hell, the
Scale, the Resurrection, the Reckoning, etc. It is also said that this means: that they believe in the unseen
which is revealed in the Qur'an and also in that which is not revealed therein. It is also said that the unseen
is Allah Himself. (And establish worship), they perform to completion the five prescribed prayers, including
the ablution that precedes them, the bowing and prostrations which are parts of them and also what is
obligated in these prayers in terms of appointed timing. (And spend of that We have bestowed upon them),
and of that which We have given them of wealth they give to charity. It is also said that this means: they
give the poor-due (Zakat) from their wealth. The reference here is to Abu Bakr and his companions.

[2:4]

(And who believe in that which is revealed unto thee (Muhammad)) of the Qur'an (and that which was
revealed before you) of scriptures given to all the prophets, (and are certain of the Hereafter), they believe
in resurrection after death and in the bliss of Paradise, referring here specifically to 'Abdullah Ibn Salam and
his followers.

[2:5]

(These) who have these traits, (are on guidance from their Lord), they enjoy favour, mercy and clear
exposition that has come down from their Lord, (and these are the successful ones), the ones who shall
escape Allah's wrath and torment. It is also said that this refers to those who have apprehended and found
what they were seeking and have escaped the evil of that from which they were fleeing, and these are the
Companions of Muhammad (pbuh).



[2:6]

(As for the disbelievers) who remain firm in their disbelief, (whether thou warn them), instil fear into them
by means of the Qur'an, (or thou warm them not) or you do not instil fear into them, (it is all one for them;
they believe not), they do not want to believe. It is also said that they will not believe as it is in Allah's
knowledge.

[2:7]

(Allah hath sealed their hearts), stamped their hearts, (and their hearing, and on their eyes there is a
covering), on their eyes there is a shield (and theirs will be an awful doom) an awful torment in the
Hereafter. This refers in particular to the Jews Ka'b Ibn al-Ashraf, Huyayy Ibn Akhtab and Judayy Ibn
Akhtab. It is also said that it refers to the idolaters of Mecca 'Utbah [Ibn Rabi'ah], Shaybah [Ibn Rabi'ah] and
al-Walid [Ibn al-Mughirah].

[2:8]

(And of mankind are some who say: We believe in Allah), i.e. in the open and we are genuine in our belief,
(and the last Day) and we believe in resurrection after death whereupon our deeds shall be requited, (when
they believe not) i.e. secretly nor are they genuine in their belief.

[2:9]

(They try to deceive Allah) contravene against Him and denying Him in secret. It is also said that this means
that they were so daring with Allah to the extent that they thought they had deceived Him; (and those who
believe), Abu Bakr and all the Companions of Muhammad Allah bless him and give him peace; (and they
deceive) lie to (none save themselves; but they perceive not), they do not know that Allah informs His
Prophet about that which lies secret in their hearts.

[2:10]

(In their hearts is a disease), doubt, hypocrisy, conflict and darkness (so Allah increaseth their disease),
increased their doubt, hypocrisy, conflict and darkness. (And a painful doom is theirs), they will have a
painful torment in the Hereafter which shall extend to their hearts, (because they lie) in secret, the reference
here being to the hypocrites: 'Abdullah ibn Ubayy, Jadd Ibn Qays and Mu'attib Ibn Qushayr.

[2:11]

(And when it is said unto them), i.e. the Jews (Make not mischief in the land) by preventing people from the
Religion of Muhammad (pbuh) (they say: we are reformers only), we are reforming it through obedience.

[2:12]

(They are indeed the mischief mongers) by being a hindrance. (But they perceive not): the followers do not
know that their leaders mislead them.

[2:13]

(And when it is said unto them) i.e. to Jews, (believe) in Muhammad (pbuh) (as the people believe), i.e.
'Abdullah Ibn Salam and his companions, (they say: Shall we believe) in Muhammad (pbuh) and the Qur'an,
(as the foolish believe?), i.e. as the stupid and ignorant do, (Surely they are the fools) the stupid and
ignorant. (But they know not) that they are so.

[2:14]



(And when they), i.e. the hypocrites, (fall in with those who believe), i.e. Abu Bakr and his companions,
(they say: We believe) deep in our hearts and are genuine in our faith just as you believe deep in your
hearts and are genuine in your faith; (but when they go apart to their devils), to their soothsayers and
leaders who were five in number, namely, Ka'b Ibn al-Ashraf in Medina, Abu Burdah al-Aslami in Banu
Aslam, Ibn al-Sawda' in Historic Syria (al-Sham), 'Abd al-Dar in Juhaynah and 'Awf Ibn 'Amir in Banu 'Amir,
(they declare) to their leaders: (Lo! We are with you) we follow your religion in secret; (surely we did but
mock) Muhammad (pbuh) and his Companions.

[2:15]

(Allah (Himself) doth mock them), in the Hereafter, i.e. He will open a gate of Paradise for them and then
shut it before their eyes and so the believers will mock them. (Leaving them to wander blindly on in their
contumacy) He will leave them in this world blind in their disbelief and error, unable to see either faith or
guidance.

[2:16]

(These are they who purchase error at the price of guidance), they chose disbelief instead of faith and
exchanged guidance with error, (so their commerce did not prosper), they did not prosper in their bargain
but on the contrary (neither were they guided) to overcome their error.

[2:17]

(Their likeness), the likeness of the hypocrites vis-a-vis Muhammad (pbuh) (is as the likeness of one who
kindleth fire), lights a fire in the darkness in order to provide safety for his family, property and person, (and
when it sheddeth its light around him), when it sheds its light and he sees what is around him and feels
secure, at that very moment the Fire is put out. Likewise, the hypocrites believed openly in Muhammad
(pbuh) as well as in the Qur'an and by doing so they felt their persons, families and properties were safe,
avoiding in the process imprisonment or death. But when they die (Allah taketh away their light), the benefit
of their [outward] faith, (and leaveth them in darkness) facing the hardships of the grave, (where they
cannot see) any comfort. It is also said this simile refers to the Jews. In this respect, the likeness of the
Jews vis-a-vis Muhammad (pbuh) is like a man who raises a flag in a lost battle and by doing so attracts
other defeated fighters. But when they gather they put their flag down and, consequently, their benefit and
safety immediately vanish. Similarly, the Jews used to say that Muhammad (pbuh) and the Qur'an, prior to
its revelation, would support them. When it was revealed however they denied it and Allah took away their
light, i.e. their desire to believe and the benefit of such belief. This is because although they wanted to
believe in Muhammad (pbuh) they did not do so, and consequently they were left them in the error of
Judaism, unable to see guidance.

[2:18]

(Deaf) pretending to be deaf, (dumb) pretending to be dumb, (and blind) pretending to be blind; (so they
return not) from their disbelief and error.

[2:19]

(Or like a rainstorm from the sky). This is another simile, whereby the likeness of the hypocrites and Jews
vis-a-vis the Qur'an is like rain that has poured down from heaven at night onto the wilderness, (wherein is
darkness, thunder and the flash of lightening). Such is the Qur'an. For it has come down from Allah; it
contains darkness as embodied in the exposition of seditions, thunderings of rebuke whereby fear is instilled,
lightening of exposition, instruction and promise. (They thrust their fingers in their ears by reason of the
thunder-claps) due to the sound of the thunder (for fear of death), for fear of misfortune and death.
Similarly, the Jews and hypocrites used to put their fingers in their ears when they heard the Qur'an recited,
delivering promises and threats like thunder-claps, and this they did for fear of death, i.e. for fear of being
drawn to it. (And Allah encompasseth the disbelievers) and hypocrites, i.e. He knows them and will gather
them in hell.



[2:20]

(The lightning), i.e. fire, (almost snatcheth away their sight from them), i.e. from the unbelievers. Similarly,
the exposition of the Qur'an almost snatched away their error. (As often as it flasheth forth), the lightening,
(for them they walk therein) in the brightness of lightening, (and when it darkeneth against them they stand
still) they remain in darkness. Likewise, when the hypocrites declared themselves to be believers, they went
along with that which the believers went along with because their outward faith was accepted. But when
they died, they remained in the darkness of the grave. (And if Allah willed, He could destroy their hearing),
take away the thunder, (and their sight) the lightening. Likewise, if Allah willed, He could take away the
hearing of the hypocrites and Jews through the rebukes and threats contained in the Qur'an, and He could
also take away their sight through the exposition contained therein. (Indeed Allah is able to do all things) in
terms of destroying their hearing and sight.

[2:21]

(O mankind!) O people of Mecca; and it is also said that this refers to the Jews, (Worship your Lord), declare
Him as the only One God, (Who hath created you) as different lineages beginning from a drop of sperm,
(and those before you) just as He created those who came before you, (so that ye may ward off) so that
you may ward off His wrath and torment and obey Him.

[2:22]

(Who hath appointed the earth a resting-place for you), a place for dwelling and sleeping, (and the sky a
canopy), raised high above; (and causeth water to pour down from the sky), i.e. rain, (thereby producing)
through this rain (fruits) different kinds of fruit (as food for you) as sustenance for you and all created
beings. (So do not set up rivals to Allah) do not say that Allah has peers, different forms or coequals (when
you know) that He is the fashioner of all these things. It is also said that (when you know) means: when you
know from your own scripture that Allah does not have a son, coequal or peer.

[2:23]

(And if ye are in doubt concerning that which We revealed) through the Archangel Gabriel (unto Our slave)
Muhammad whom you accuse of fabrication, (then produce a surah like it) produce a surah like the surah of
the Cow (al-Bagarah), (and call your witnesses), seek help from the gods that you worship, (apart from
Allah), it is said that this refers to their leaders, (if ye are truthful) in your claim.

[2:24]

(And if ye do it not-and you can never do it-) this you can never do and if you try you will never succeed
(then guard yourselves against the Fire) if you are bent on not believing, for you should fear hell (whose fuel
is men) the unbelievers, (and stones) of sulphur, (prepared) created, prepared and preordained (for
disbelievers).

[2:25]

Then He mentioned the favours enjoyed by the believers in Paradise, saying: (And give glad tidings unto
those who believe) in Muhammad (pbuh) and in the Qur'an (and do good works) of obedience that bind to
their Lord; and it is also that this refers to doing any righteous deeds; (that theirs are Gardens beneath
which), trees and habitations, (rivers flow) rivers of wine, milk, honey and water; (as often as they are
provided with food), whenever they are fed in Paradise (of the fruit thereof) with different kinds of fruit,
(they say: This is what was given us before), this is what we ate before, (and it is given to them) i.e. the
food (in resemblance) as far as the colour is concerned but not the taste which is different. (There for them)
in Paradise (are pure spouses), pure from menses or any kind of filth, (therein), in Paradise, (forever they
abide) dwelling forever: never to die or be banished from it.



[2:26]

Then Allah mentioned the Jews' objection to the Qur'an's similes, saying: (Lo! Allah disdaineth not), He
cannot abstain from coining similes, and how can He disdain mentioning something that if all created being
were to join forces to create, they would not be able to do so. Allah does not disdain (to coin the similitude)
Allah does not disdain explaining to people a similitude (even of a gnat), even regarding a gnat, (or what is
above it) let alone a simile of something greater than a gnat such as a fly, or a spider. (Those who believe)
in Muhammad and the Qur'an (know that it), the simile, (is the Truth from their Lord; but those who
disbelieve), in Muhammad and the Qur'an, (say: What doth Allah wish (to teach) by such similitude?) say: O
Muhammad! What Allah wishes by such simile is that (He misleadeth many thereby) of the Jews from the
true Religion, (and He guideth many thereby) of the believers, (and He misleadeth thereby), by such similes,
(only miscreants), the Jews.

[2:27]

(Those who break the covenant of Allah) regarding this Prophet (pbuh) (after ratifying it), after sanctioning,
confirming and vouchsafing it (and sever that which Allah hath ordered) of oaths and kinsfolk relations (to
be joined) to Muhammad, (and (who) make mischief in the earth) by preventing people from the Religion of
Muhammad (pbuh) and the Qur'an: (Those are they who are the losers), the duped in that they lose both
this world and the Hereafter.

[2:28]

(How disbelieve you in Allah) how astonishing that you disbelieve in Allah (when you were dead) sperm
drops in the loins of your fathers (and He gave life to you!) in the wombs of your mothers. (Then He will
give you death) when your lifespan ends, (then life again) for the Resurrection, (and then unto Him ye will
be returned) in the Hereafter whereupon He shall requite you for your works.

[2:29]

Allah then proceeded to mention His blessings on them, saying (He it is Who created for you), made
subservient for you (all that is in the earth) of beasts, plants and other things, as a blessing from Him. (Then
turned He to the heaven) i.e. He turned to the creation of the heaven, (and fashioned it as seven heavens)
positioning them vertically above the earth. (And He is Knower of all things) regarding the creation of the
heavens and earth.

[2:30]

Then Allah, Exalted is He, mentioned the story of the angels who were commanded to prostrate to Adam,
saying: (And when your Lord said unto the angels) who were already on the earth: (Lo! I am about to place
a vicegerent in the earth), I am creating a vicegerent from the earth, (they said: Wilt Thou place therein),
will you create therein (one who will do harm therein) by committing sin (and will shed blood) through
transgression, (while we, we hymn Thy praise), pray following Your command (and sanctify Thee) and
mention you in a state of purity? (He said: Surely I know that) which shall ensue from this vicegerent (which
you know not).

[2:31]

(And He taught Adam all the names), the names of all his progeny, or the names of all the beasts and other
things, including: a cooking pot, a plate and saucer, (then showed them) to prove that they were wrong (to
the angels) who were commanded to prostrate, (saying: Inform Me of the names of these) created beings
and descendents, (if ye are truthful) in your first claim.

[2:32]

(They said: Be glorified!), we repent to you of what we said (We have no knowledge saving that which Thou



hast taught us), inspired us with. (Lo! Thou, only Thou, art the Knower) of us and of them (the Wise)
regarding our matters and theirs.

[2:33]

(He said: O Adam! Inform them of their names, and when he had informed them of their names, He said:
Did I not tell you that I know the secret of the heavens and the earth?) the unseen that will take place in
the heavens and on the earth. (And I know that which ye disclose), what you show to your Lord in terms of
your obedience to Adam (and that which ye hide) of this obedience. It is also said that this refers to what
Satan disclosed and kept hidden from them.

[2:34]

(And when We said unto the angels: Prostrate yourselves before Adam), a prostration of salutation, (they
fell prostrate, all save Iblis. He demurred through pride) to follow his Lord's command. (And so became a
disbeliever) after this because he refused to comply with Allah's command. It is also said that it was in
Allah's foreknowledge that Satan was to become a disbeliever; as it is said that he was the first unbeliever
ever.

[2:35]

Then Allah, Exalted is He, mentioned the story of Adam and Eve, saying: (And We said: O Adam! Dwell thou
and thy wife in the Garden) enter you and Eve into Paradise (and eat ye freely (of the fruits)) without
restriction (thereof where ye will) and whenever you will; (but come not near this tree) but do not eat from
this tree, the tree of knowledge, which includes all types and kinds (lest ye become of the wrong-doers), lest
you harm yourselves.

[2:36]

(But the Devil caused them to deflect), caused them to slip (therefrom), from Paradise, (and expelled them
from the state in which they were), from the comfort which they had enjoyed; (and We said) to Adam, Eve,
the peacock and the serpent (Fall down) go down to the earth, (one of you a foe unto the other! There shall
be for you on earth a habitation), a dwelling-place, (and a provision), a benefit and livelihood, (for a time)
until the moment of death.

[2:37]

(Then Adam received from his Lord) Adam learnt from his Lord, and it is said that he was taught and
inspired with (words) so that they became a way for him and his progeny to repentance, (and He relented
towards him), He forgave him. (Indeed! He is the Relenting), the One Who overlooks misdeeds, (the
Merciful) towards any that dies repentant.

[2:38]

(We said) to Adam, Eve, the serpent, the peacock and Satan: (Go down) from heaven, (all of you). Then
Allah, Exalted is He, mentioned Adam's progeny, (from hence; but verily there cometh unto you), when and
whenever it comes to you, (from Me a guidance), a scripture and an emissary; (whoso followeth My
guidance) the scripture and the emissary, (there shall no fear come upon them) regarding any torment in
the future, (neither shall they grieve) about what they have left behind them. It is also said that this means
that no fear will come upon them perpetually and nor will they grieve perpetually; no fear will come upon
them when death is slain and they will not grieve when hell is closed.

[2:39]

(But those who disbelieve, and deny our revelations), the scripture and the Emissary, (such are rightful
owners of the Fire), the dwellers of hell. (They will abide therein forever), they will remain perpetually in



hell: never to die or be released from it.
[2:40]

Allah then mentioned His blessings upon the Children of Israel, saying: (O Children of Israel!) O Children of
Jacob, (Remember My favour), be thankful and grateful for my blessings (wherewith I favoured you), I
favoured you with the Scripture and the emissary, escape from Pharaoh and from drowning as well as
sending you honey and quails and other blessings, (and fulfil My covenant) fulfil my covenant regarding this
Prophet (pbuh) (I shall fulfil your covenant), by admitting you to Paradise, (and fear Me) as regards the
breaking of this covenant and do not fear anyone save Me.

[2:41]

(And believe in that which I revealed) through the Archangel Gabriel, (confirming) the Oneness of Allah and
the description and traits of Muhammad (pbuh) and some prescribed laws (that which ye possess already) of
scripture, (and be not first to disbelieve therein) in Muhammad (pbuh) and the Qur'an (and part not with My
revelations) by not revealing the description and traits of Muhammad (for a trifling price) in exchange for
means of substance, (and keep your duty unto Me), fear Me regarding this Prophet (pbuh).

[2:42]

(Confound not truth with falsehood), do not mix the Truth with falsehood, i.e. the description of the anti-
Christ with the description of Muhammad (pbuh) (nor knowingly conceal the Truth), nor conceal the Truth
while you know what is the Truth.

[2:43]

Allah then proceeded to mention the necessity of observing the law once they had become believers, saying:
(And establish prayer) fulfil completely the five prescribed prayers, (pay the poor-due), pay the poor-due
from your wealth, (and bow your heads with those who bow), pray the five prescribed prayers in
congregation with Muhammad (pbuh) and his Companions.

[2:44]

Then He mentioned the story of the Jewish leaders, saying: (Enjoin ye righteousness upon mankind), do you
enjoin the Oneness of Allah and the following of Muhammad (pbuh) upon people of humble background
(while ye yourself forget), while you yourself refrain from following him? (And you are readers of the
Scripture!) to them. (Have ye then no sense?) do you not possess the common sense possessed by human
beings?

[2:45]

(And seek help in patience and prayer) in performing the obligations prescribed by Allah and abstaining from
transgression; (for truly it), the prayer (is hard) heavy (save for the humble-minded,

[2:46]

who know that they will have to meet their Lord) see Him, (and that unto Him they are returning) after they
die.

[2:47]

Then He also mentioned His blessings upon the Children of Israel, saying: (O Children of Israel!), O Children
of Jacob! (Remember My favour), recollect my blessings (wherewith I favoured you) with the scripture, the
Messenger and Islam (and how I preferred you to the worlds) sought you in preference to the other peoples
of your time.



[2:48]

(And guard yourselves against a day), and if you do not believe and repent of Judaism, then fear the
torment of a day (when no soul will in anything avail another), no unbelieving soul will avail another
unbelieving soul, (nor will intercession be accepted from it) and no intercessor will be allowed to intercede,
(nor will compensation be received from it) and no ransom accepted, (neither will they be helped) to avoid
Allah's chastisement.

[2:49]

(And (remember) when We did deliver you from Pharaoh's folk), from Pharaoh and his people, (who were
afflicting you with dreadful torment), and here Allah mentions the torment He sent on them: (slaying your
sons) in their tender years (and sparing), using (your women) who were of age: (That was a tremendous
trial from your Lord), a tremendous calamity from your Lord; and it is also said this means: a tremendous
blessing.

[2:50]

Then Allah mentioned the favour of saving them from drowning and the drowning of Pharaoh and his folk,
saying (And when We brought you through) split (the sea and rescued you) from drowning,(and drowned
the folk of Pharaoh) and his folk (in your sight) while you were looking at them, three days later.

[2:51]

(And when We appointed for Moses forty nights) by giving him the scripture, (and then you chose the calf),
you worshipped the calf, (when he had gone from you) to the mountain, (and you were wrong-doers)
harmful both to yourselves and others.

[2:52]

(Then, even after that), after you worshipped the calf, (We pardoned you), left you alone and did not
exterminate you (in order that ye might give thanks), so that you might give thanks to Us for pardoning you.

[2:53]

(And when We gave unto Moses the Scripture), the Torah, (and the Criterion) i.e. We showed in it the lawful
and the unlawful, the commands and the prohibitions, as well as other things; it is also said that this means:
triumph over Pharaoh, (that you might be led rightfully) guided to avoid error.

[2:54]

Allah then mentioned the story of Moses with his people, saying: (And when Moses said unto his people: O
my people! Ye have wronged yourselves) harmed yourselves (by your choosing of the calf) by worshipping
the calf; and when Moses was then asked what to do, he said to them: (so turn in penitence to your
Creator), again they asked him how to turn in penitence to Allah, and he said: (and kill (the guilty) among
yourselves) let those who did not worship the calf kill those who worshipped it. (That) penitence and killing
(will be best for you with your Creator and He will relent towards you) He will forgive you. (Lo! He is the
Relenting) towards the penitent, (the Merciful) towards any that die repentant.

[2:55]
(And when you said: O Moses! We will not believe in you) in what you say (till we see Allah plainly) until we

see Him plainly as you did; (and even while you gazed the lightning seized you) the Fire burnt you while you
were looking at it.
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[2:56]

(Then We revived you) We brought you back to life (after your death) after burning you, (that ye might give
thanks) that you might give thanks that I brought you back to life.

[2:57]

(And We caused the white cloud to overshadow you) in the wilderness (and sent down on you honey and
quails) also in the wilderness, (Eat of the good things) of the lawful things (wherewith We have provided
you) that We have given you and do not keep any provision for future days. Yet they did save food for
future days-(They wronged us not) by saving food, (but they did wrong themselves) they harmed
themselves.

[2:58]

(And when We said: Go into this township) the village of Jericho (Ariha) (and eat freely of that which is
therein) whenever you will, (and enter the gate prostrate, and say: "Repentance".) i.e. say: "forgive our
sins"; as it is also said that this means: say: "there is no god save Allah"; (We will forgive your sins and
increase for the right-doers) increase their good deeds.

[2:59]

(But those who did wrong) to themselves, and these are the people who said: "Repentance” (changed the
word which had been told them for another word) they disobeyed the command and said “Wheat!”, (and We
sent down upon the evil-doers) who changed the word they were ordered to say (wrath) the plague (from
Heaven for their evildoing) for changing the commands they were ordered to fulfil.

[2:60]

(And when Moses asked for water for his people) in the wilderness, (We said: smite with your staff the rock)
that you have with you. This was a rock given to him by Allah. It had 12 nipples that resemble the nipples of
women and upon striking each one of these a spring gushed therefrom. (And there gushed out therefrom
twelve springs (so that) each tribe knew their drinking place) each tribe knew their own spring. Allah said to
them: (Eat) the honey and quails (and drink of) all the springs (that which Allah hath provided. And do not
act corruptly, making mischief in the earth) and do not cause mischief on the earth, or act contrary to what
Moses commanded.

[2:61]

(And when you said: O Moses! We will not endure one kind of food) we will not endure eating just honey
and quails; (so pray unto your Lord) ask your Lord (for us that He bring forth for us of that which the earth
groweth of its herbs and its cucumbers and its corn and its lentils and its onions. He) i.e. Moses (said: Would
you exchange that which is higher) i.e. that which is better and more honourable: honey and quails (for that
which is lower) that which is much worse: lentils and onions? (Go down to any city) where you came from;
and it is also said that this means any city, (thus you shall get that which you demand) what you have
requested is to be found there. (And humiliation) the capitation tax (and wretchedness) the attire of poverty
(were stamped upon them) were imposed on them (and they were visited with wrath from Allah) as they
deserved to be forsaken by Allah. (That) being forsaken by Allah and visited by humiliation and
wretchedness (was because they disbelieved in Allah's revelations) they disbelieved in Muhammad (pbuh)
and in the Qur'an (and slew the prophets wrongfully) without any right and for no crime whatsoever. (That)
Allah's wrath (was for their disobedience) on the Sabbath (and transgression) slaying the prophets and
declaring transgressions to be lawful.

[2:62]

Then Allah went on to mention the believers among them, saying: (Lo! Those who believe) in Moses and all
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the other prophets, these earn their reward from their Lord in Paradise; they shall have no fear perpetually
and they shall perpetually not grieve. It is said that this means that no fear will come upon them concerning
torment in the future life nor will they grieve about anything they have left behind. And it is also said that
this means: they shall have no fear when death is slain and hell is closed. Then He mentioned those who did
not believe in Moses or the other prophets, saying: (and those who are Jews) who deviated from the religion
of Moses, (and Christians) those who became Christians (and Sabaeans) a Christian sect whose members
shave the middle of their heads, read the Gospel, worship the angels and say: "our hearts have returned
(saba'at) unto Allah", (whoever believeth) from amongst them (in Allah and the Last Day and does right) in
that which is between them and their Lord, (surely their reward is with their Lord, and there shall no fear
come upon them neither shall they grieve).

[2:63]

Allah then mentions the covenant He undertook with them, saying (And when We made a covenant with
you) took your consent (and caused the Mount to tower above you) pulled out and fixed high above your
heads the mountain for taking the covenant: (Hold fast that which We have given you) comply with what
We have given of the scripture in earnestness and diligence, (and remember that which is therein) of reward
and chastisement, and recollect what is in it of the lawful and unlawful, (that ye may ward off (evil)) in order
that you may ward off Allah's wrath and torment and so that you may obey Him.

[2:64]

(Then, even after that, you turned away) you turned your back on the covenant, (and if it had not been for
the grace of Allah upon you) by deferring His punishment (and His mercy) by sending Muhammad (pbuh) to
you (you had been among the losers) you would have among the duped who are exposed to Allah's
punishment.

[2:65]

(And ye know) you indeed know and heard about the punishment (of those of you who broke) who have
taken the covenant (the Sabbath) the day of Saturday and this at the time of David (pbuh) (how We said
unto them: Be ye apes, despised and hated!) turned into humiliated and base apes.

[2:66]

(And We made it) turning them into apes (an example) we subjected them to a chastisement (to their own)
for the sins they had committed before, (and) made them a lesson (to succeeding generations) in order that
they do not follow their example (and admonition to the God-fearing) and a counsel and warning to those
who fear Allah, i.e. Muhammad (pbuh) and his Companions.

[2:67]

Allah then mentions the story of the cow, saying: (And when Moses said unto his people: Lo! Allah
commandeth you that ye sacrifice a cow) any cow, (they said: Dost thou make game of us?) are you really
mocking us? (He) Moses (answered: Allah forbid that I should be among the foolish!) God forbid that I ever
mock the believers.

[2:68]

When they realised he was truthful, (They said: Pray for us unto your Lord That He make clear to us what
she is) whether the cow is large or small. (Moses answered: Lo! He saith, Verily she is a cow neither old nor
immature; (she is) between the two conditions) neither large nor small; (so do that which ye are
commanded) and ask no further questions.

[2:60]
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(They said: Pray for us unto your Lord that He make clear to us of what colour she is) what colour the cow
is. ((Moses) answered: Lo! He saith: Surely she is a yellow cow) her hoofs and horns are yellow while her
body is black. (Bright is her colour) her colour is light, (gladdening beholders) pleasing those who look at
her.

[2:70]

(They said: pray for us unto your Lord that He make clear to us what (cow) she is) whether she ploughs the
soil or not. (Lo! Cows are much alike to us) we cannot distinguish much between cows; (and lo! If Allah
wills, we may be led rightfully) to its fitting description; as it is said that this means: we may be led to the
murder of 'Amil.

[2:71]

((Moses) answered: Lo! He saith: Surely she is a cow unyoked) unfettered; (she plougheth not the soil) she
is not subjugated for the ploughing of the soil (nor watereth the tilth) nor for carrying water to irrigate it;
(whole) free from any blemish (and without mark) spots or flecks of white. (They said: now thou bringest
the Truth) now we know the cow's right description. They looked for it and bought her in exchange for her
weight in gold. (So they sacrificed her, though almost they did not) i.e. initially; as it is said because the cow
was hugely expensive.

[2:72]

Then Allah mentioned the murdered person, saying: (And (remember) when ye slew a man) 'Amil (and
disagreed concerning it) concerning his murder (and Allah brought forth that which ye were hiding) thus
demonstrating what you hid with regard to his murder.

[2:73]

(And We said: Smite him) the murdered person (with some of it) with an organ of the cow; and it is also
said: with its tail or tongue. (Thus) just as He brought 'Amil back to life (Allah bringeth the dead to life) for
the Resurrection (and showeth you His portents) bringing the dead to life (so that ye may understand) in
order that you may believe in resurrection after death.

[2:74]

(Then, even after that) after bringing 'Amil back to life and informing you about his murderer, (your hearts
were hardened) dry and barren (and became as rocks, or worse than rock, for hardness. For indeed there
are rocks from out which rivers gush, and indeed there are some which split asunder so that water floweth
from them. And indeed there are some which fall down) from the top of mountains to the bottom (for the
fear of Allah) but your hearts are not moved by fear of Allah. (Allah is not unaware of) will not leave
unpunished (what ye do) of transgressions; and it is said the meaning is: what you hide of transgression.

[2:75]

(Have ye any hope that they will be true to you) do you hope, O Muhammad, that the Jews will believe in
you (when a party of them) the 70 men who were with Moses (used to listen to the Word of Allah) used to
listen to Moses reciting the Word of Allah, (then used to change it) alter it, (after they had understood it)
after knowing it and fully understanding it (knowingly?) while knowing that they were altering it?

[2:76]
Then Allah mentioned the hypocrites of the people of the Book, and it is also said that the reference here is
to the lowly from among the people of the Book, saying: (And when they fall with those who believe) Abu

Bakr and his companions, (they say: We believe) in your Prophet, and his description and traits are
mentioned in our Book. (But when they go apart one with another) when these lowly people return to their
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leaders (they say) the leaders say to the lowly: (Prate ye to them) i.e. Muhammad and his Companions (of
that which Allah hath disclosed to you) about that which Allah has shown you regarding the description and
traits of Muhammad in your Book (so that they may contend with you) argue against you (before your Lord
concerning it? Have ye then no sense?) do you not have any common sense?

[2:77]

Allah, Exalted is He, says: (Are they) i.e. these leaders (then unaware that Allah knoweth that which they
keep hidden) amongst themselves (and that which they proclaim?) to Muhammad and his Companions.

[2:78]

(Among them are unlettered folk who know not the scripture) they do not know how to read or write it
(except from hearsay) except the unfounded things they hear. (They but guess) their talk is all surmise
based on what they heard from their leaders.

[2:79]

(Therefore woe) severe punishment, and it is said this means: a valley in hell (be unto those who write the
Scripture with their hands) change the description and traits of Muhammad (pbuh) in the Book (and then
say, “This is) in the Book that has come (from Allah”, that they may purchase) through changing and
altering it (a small gain therewith) a small gain in terms of means of subsistence and surplus of property.
(Woe unto them) theirs is a severe punishment (for what their hands have written) have altered (and woe
unto them) and theirs is a severe punishment (for what they earn thereby) of unlawful earnings and bribes.

[2:80]

(And they say) i.e. the Jews: (Hellfire will not touch us save for a certain number of days) only for 40 days,
the number of days in which our forefathers worshipped the calf. (Say) O Muhammad: (Have ye received a
covenant from Allah) for what you are saying-(truly Allah will not break His covenant) if indeed you have a

covenant with Allah-(or tell ye) or do you indeed tell (concerning Allah that which ye know not?) that which
you know does not exist in your Book?

[2:81]

(Nay) here Allah answers the Jews, (but whoever hath done evil) ascribes partners to Allah (and his sins
surround him) and dies ascribing partners to Allah; (such are) those who have these attributes (rightful
owners of the Fire) the dwellers of hell; (they will abide therein forever) perpetually, they will neither die nor
leave it.

[2:82]

Allah then mentions the believers, saying: (And those who believe) in Muhammad and the Qur'an (and do
good works) acts of obedience that are between them and their Lord, (such are rightful owners of Paradise.
They will abide therein forever) perpetually, they will never die or come out of it.

[2:83]

Allah then mentions His covenant with the Children of Israel, saying: (And when We made a covenant with
the Children of Israel: Worship none save Allah) declare Him as the only true God and do not ascribe any
partner to Him, (and be good to parents) be dutiful to them (and to kindred) and keep contact with relatives
(and to orphans) and be kind to orphans (and the needy) and generous to the needy, (and speak kindly to
mankind) say the Truth regarding Muhammad (pbuh); (and establish prayer) perfect the five daily prayers
(and pay the poor-due) and give from your wealth what is due to the poor. (Then, after that, ye slid back)
you turned back on this covenant, (save a few of you) from amongst your forefathers; as it is said that this
refers to 'Abdullah Ibn Salam and his companions, (being averse) denying and leaving it aside.
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[2:84]

(And when We made with you a covenant) in the Book: (shed not the blood of your people) do not kill one
another (nor turn your people) i.e. one another (out of your dwellings) from your homes, meaning: the Banu
Qurayzah and Banu'l-Nadir. (Then ye ratified (Our covenant)) you agreed to it (and ye were witnesses
(thereto)) while knowing what you were doing.

[2:85]

(Yet ye it is who slay each other and drive out a party of your people from their homes, supporting one
another against them by sin) contravention (and transgression) offence-(and if they came to you as
captives) captives who belong to your religion (ye would ransom them) free them by paying a ransom to the
enemy (-whereas their expulsion was itself unlawful for you) whereas their expulsion and killing were
unlawful in the first place. (Believe ye in part of the Scripture) the part that stipulates freeing your captives
from the enemy (and disbelieve ye in part thereof?) and leave the captives of your friends without
ransoming them. It is also said that this verse means: do you believe in those parts of the scripture that suit
your whim and disbelieve in those parts that do not? (And what is the reward of those who do so save
ignominy in the life of the world) by being killed or captured as slaves, (and on the Day of Resurrection they
will be consigned to the most grievous doom. For Allah is not unaware) He is not reducing your punishment
because (of what ye do) in terms of transgression; and it is also said: because of what they concealed.

[2:86]

(Such are those who buy the life of the world at the price of the Hereafter) they choose this lower world
instead of the Hereafter, and disbelief instead of belief: (Their punishment will not be lightened) will not be
reduced; as it is said: it will not be lifted, (neither will they have support) be precluded from Allah's
chastisement.

[2:87]

(And surely, We gave unto Moses the Scripture) the Torah (and We caused a train of messengers to follow
after him) to come after him in succession, (and We gave unto Jesus son of Mary clear proofs) commands,
prohibitions, wondrous things and signs, (and We supported him) strengthened and helped him (with the
holy Spirit) with Gabriel, the purified. (Is it ever so, that, when there cometh unto you) O group of Jews (a
messenger with that which ye yourselves desire not) which does not agree with your hearts and religion, (ye
grow arrogant) you disdain believing in him. (And some ye disbelieve) you disbelieve in a group of them,
namely Muhammad and Jesus, Allah bless them and give them peace (and some ye slay?) and some you
killed, namely, John the Baptist and Zachariah.

[2:88]

(And they say) i.e. the Jews: (Our hearts are hardened) vis-a-vis what you say, O Muhammad, i.e. our
hearts are capable of absorbing any knowledge, but they prove incapable of comprehending your knowledge
or what you say. (Nay) this is a reply to them, (but Allah hath cursed them) sealed their hearts (for their
disbelief) as a punishment for their disbelief. (Little is that which they believe) they believe neither much nor
a little; it is also said that this means: they do not believe in what you say at all.

[2:89]

(And when there cometh unto them a Scripture from Allah, confirming that in their possession) which
accords with that which is in their possession (though before that) before Muhammad (pbuh) (they were
asking for a signal triumph) through Muhammad and the Qur'an (over those who disbelieved) of their
enemies: the tribes of Asad, Ghatafan, Muzaynah, and Juhaynah (and when there cometh unto them that
which they knew) of his traits and description in their Book (they disbelieved therein) they denied it was
him. (The curse of Allah) His wrath and torment (is on disbelievers) the Jews.
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[2:90]

(Evil is that which they sold their souls: that they should disbelieve in that which Allah hath revealed) the
Book and the Messenger, (grudging) resentfully envious (that Allah should reveal of His bounty) that out of
His bounty, Allah sent Gabriel with the Book and prophethood (unto whom He will of His bondmen) meaning
Muhammad. (They have incurred anger upon anger) they deserved curse upon curse. (For disbelievers is a
shameful doom) through which they shall be humiliated; and it is said: theirs is a severe punishment.

[2:91]

(And when it is said unto them) i.e. the Jews: (Believe in that which Allah hath revealed) meaning: the
Qur'an, (they say: We believe in that which was revealed unto us) i.e. the Torah. (And they disbelieve in
that which cometh after it) other than the Torah, (though it is the Truth) i.e. the Qur'an is the Truth
(confirming) affirming the Oneness of Allah (that which they possess) of the Book. They said: "O
Muhammad! Our forefathers were believers". (Say) O Muhammad!: (Why then slew ye the Prophets of Allah
before, if ye are (indeed) believers?) if your claims are truthful.

[2:92]

(And Moses came unto you with clear proofs) with commands, prohibitions and signs (yet while he was
away ye chose the calf) you worshipped the calf (and ye were wrong-doers) unbelievers.

[2:93]

(And when We made with you a covenant) when we took your consent (and caused the Mount to tower
above you) extracted it, elevated it and fixed it above your heads: (Hold fast by that which We have given
you) be diligent and earnest with what We have given you of the Book, (and hear) obey what you have
been commanded, (they said: We hear and rebel) it is as if they were saying: if it were not for the mountain
we would have heard your saying and disobeyed your command. (And (worship of) the calf was made to
sink into their hearts) their love of worshipping the calf sank into their hearts (because of their rejection) as
a punishment for their disbelief. (Say (unto them)) O Muhammad! If love of worshipping the calf is equal in
your eyes to love of your Creator, then: (Evil is that which your belief enjoineth on you) the worship of the
calf enjoins on you, (if ye are believers) if you are truthful that your forefathers were believers.

[2:94]

(Say (unto them): If the abode of the Hereafter) i.e. Paradise (in the providence of Allah is indeed for you
alone) specifically for you alone (and not for others of mankind) and not for the believers in Muhammad and
his Companions ((as you pretend), then long for death (for ye must long for death)) ask for death (if ye are
truthful) in your claim.

[2:95]

(But they will never long for it) they will never ask for death, (because of that which their own hands have
sent before them) because of what they themselves have done in the religion of Judaism. (And Allah is
Aware of evil-doers) i.e. the Jews.

[2:96]

(And thou) O Muhammad! (wilt find them) the Jews (greediest of mankind for any life) to remain in this
world (and (greedier) than the idolaters) even greedier than the Arab idolaters. ((Each) one of them would
like) would hope (to be allowed to live a thousand years. And to live (that long) would by no means remove
him) save him (from the doom) if he were to live a thousand years. (And Allah is Seer of what they do) of
contraventions, rebellion and what they conceal about the description and traits of Muhammad (pbuh).
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[2:97]

Then Allah, Exalted is He, revealed the following verse about the saying of one of the Jews, 'Abdullah Ibn
Suriyyah, that Gabriel was the enemy of the Jews, saying: (Say) O Muhammad!: (Who is an enemy to
Gabriell!) is automatically an enemy to Allah. (For he it is who hath revealed to your heart) sent Gabriel to
you with the Qur'an (by Allah's leave) by Allah's command, (confirming) affirming the Oneness of Allah (that
which was before it) of the Book, (and a guidance) from error (and glad tiding) good news (to believers)
that Paradise will be theirs.

[2:98]

(Who is an enemy to Allah, and His angels and His Messengers, and Gabriel and Michael! Then, Lo! Allah
(Himself) is an enemy to disbelievers) to the Jews, just as Gabriel, Michael and all the believers are enemies
of the Jews.

[2:99]

(Verily We have revealed unto thee) sent you Gabriel with (clear tokens) with manifest signs expounding
commands and prohibitions, (and only miscreants) the unbelievers and the Jews (will disbelieve in them) will
deny the signs.

[2:100]

(Is it ever so that when they make a covenant) i.e. the Jewish leaders with Muhammad (a party of them set
it aside?) reject and break it. (The truth is, most of them) all of them in fact (believe not).

[2:101]

(And when there cometh unto them a messenger from Allah, confirming) conforming in traits and
description (that which they possess) of the Book, (a party of those who have received the Scripture fling
the Scripture of Allah) i.e. the Torah (behind their backs) disbelieving in what it contains of the traits and
description of Muhammad (pbuh) nor did they exposit this (as if they knew not) as if they were ignorant
people who knew nothing.

[2:102]

The Jews left the guidance of all the prophets (And they followed that which the devils falsely related) they
acted upon what the devils had written (against the kingdom of Solomon) about the collapse of Solomon's
kingdom, and 40 days of sorcery and white magic. (Solomon disbelieved not) did not write this sorcery and
white magic; (but the devils disbelieved) did write it, (teaching mankind) the devils taught people, as it is
said that the Jews taught people (magic and that which was revealed to the two angels) but the angels were
not taught sorcery and white magic; and it is said that this means: they also taught what the angels were
inspired with (in Babel, Harut and Marut. Nor did they teach it to anyone) nor did the angels describe
anything to anyone (till they had said) at the outset: (We are only a temptation) we have been tried with
calling people to this in order that we reduce the intensity of the torment inflicted on ourselves, (therefore
disbelieve not) do not learn or act upon it. (And from these two (angels) people learn) without being taught
by them (that by which they cause division between man and wife) that by which a man finds excuse to
leave his wife; (but they injure thereby) with sorcery and causing rift (no one save by Allah's leave) except
through Allah's will and with His knowledge. (And they learn) the devils, the Jews and sorcerers learn from
each other (that which harms them) in the Hereafter (and profits them not) in this world or the next. (And
surely they do know) this refers to the angels, and it is said that it refers to the Jews in their Book, as it is
said that his refers to the devils (that he who trafficketh therein) chooses sorcery and white magic (will have
no (happy) portion in the Hereafter) in Paradise; (and surely evil is the price for which they sold their souls)
by choosing sorcery for themselves, and the reference here is to the Jews, (if they but knew) but they do
not know; and it is said that this means: and they did know this from their own Book.
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[2:103]

(And if they) i.e. the Jews (had believed) in Muhammad and the Qur'an (and kept from evil) repented from
Judaism and sorcery, (a recompense from Allah) a reward from Allah (would be better) than Judaism and
sorcery, (if they only knew) if they believed in Allah's reward, but they do not know nor do they believe; and
it is said that they knew all this from their Book.

[2:104]

Then Allah mentions His prohibition to the believers not to use the same vocabulary used by the Jews,
saying: (O ye who believe) in Muhammad and the Qur'an, (say not) to Muhammad: ("Listen to us") lend us
your ear (but say "Look upon us,") look at us and hear us, and it is for this reason that Allah forbade the
believers to use the Jews' vocabulary (and be ye listeners) to what you have been commanded to do and
obey. (For disbelievers) for the Jews (is a painful doom) which will extend to their hearts.

[2:105]

(Neither those who disbelieve among the people of the Scripture) Ka'b Ibn al-Ashraf and his companions
(nor the idolaters) the idolaters of Arabia: Abu Jahl and his companions (love that there should be sent
down unto you) that Allah should send Gabriel unto your Prophet (any good thing) the good of prophethood,
Islam and the Book (from your Lord. But Allah chooseth for His mercy) chooses for His religion,
prophethood, Islam and the Book (whom He will) whoever deserves to be chosen, i.e. Muhammad (pbuh)
(and Allah is of infinite mercy) His favour in giving Muhammad prophethood and Islam is great indeed.

[2:106]

Then Allah mentions what was abrogated of the Qur'an and that which was not abrogated, as a direct
reference to the claim of the Quraysh who said to the Prophet: O Muhammad! Why do you command us to
do something and then forbid it, saying: (Such of Our revelations as We abrogate) We do not erase a verse
that was acted upon before and which is now not acted upon (or cause to be forgotten) or leave
unabrogated so that it is acted upon, (We bring one better) We send Gabriel with that which more profitable
and easier to act upon (or the like) in reward, benefit and action. (Knowest thou not) O Muhammad (that
Allah is Able to do all things?) of the abrogated and unabrogated.

[2:107]

(Knowest thou not) O Muhammad (that it is Allah unto Whom belongeth the sovereignty of the heavens and
the earth) the stores of the heavens and earth; He commands His servants with whatever He wills because
He knows better what is good for them; (and ye have not) O Jews, (apart from Allah) from Allah's torment,
(any friend) anyone close to benefit or protect you (or helper?) anyone that can prevent your punishment.

[2:108]

(Or would ye question your messenger) ask him to see your Lord, hear His speech and other similar things
(as Moses was questioned) as the Children of Israel asked Moses (before) before the advent of Muhammad
(pbuh)? (He who chooseth disbelief instead of faith, verily he hath gone astray from a plain road) he has
relinquished the path of guidance.

[2:109]

(Many of the people of the Scripture) Ka'b Ibn al-Ashraf and his companions and Finhas Ibn 'Azurah and his
companions (long to make you disbelievers) make you abandon your Religion and become unbelievers, O
'Ammar [Ibn Yasir], Hudhayfah [Ibn al-Yaman] and Mu'adh Ibn Jabal! (after your belief) in Muhammad and
the Qur'an, (through envy of their own account) through resentful envy, (after the Truth hath become
manifest unto them) in their Book that Muhammad and his Book, his description and traits, are true, (So
forgive) leave them (and be indulgent) shun them (until Allah giveth command) brings His chastisement

18



upon Banu Qurayzah and Banu'l-Nadir, through killing, captivity and expulsion. (Lo! Allah is Able to do all
things) to cause their death and expulsion.

[2:110]

(And establish prayer) perfect the five daily prayers, (and pay the poor-due) pay the poor what is due from
your wealth; (and whatever of good) of righteous deeds, and the poor-due and charitable works (ye send
before for your souls) you save for yourselves, (ye will find it) you will find its reward (with Allah) from Allah.
(Lo! Allah is Seer) knows your intentions (of what ye do) of what you spend in charity and the poor-due.

[2:111]

(And they say) i.e. the Jews: (None entereth Paradise unless he be a Jew) unless he dies as a Jew, allegedly
(or a Christian) as the Christians also claimed. (These are their own desires) what they wish from Allah even
though it is not in their Books. (Say) O Muhammad, to both parties: (Bring your proofs) from your own
respective Books (if ye are truthful) in your claim.

[2:112]

(Nay) it is certainly not as you have claimed, (but whoever surrendereth his purpose to Allah) whoever
makes sincere his Religion and works to Allah (while doing good) in words and deeds, (his reward is with his
Lord) in Paradise; (and there shall no fear come upon them) about staying eternally in hell (neither shall
they grieve) about the prospect of missing Paradise.

[2:113]

Allah then mentions the claims of the Jews and Christians that their respective religion is the true Religion,
saying: (And Jews) the Jews of Medina (say Christians follow nothing) as religion from God and there is no
true religion except Judaism, (and Christians) the Christians of Najran (say Jews follow nothing) as religion
from God and there is no true religion except Christianity; (though both are readers of the Scripture) both
parties read the Book and do not believe in it and further claim things that are not mentioned therein. (Even
thus spoke those who know not) knew the Oneness of Allah through their own forefathers; and it is said this
means: they knew the Book of Allah from others. (Allah will judge between them) between the Jews and
Christians (on the Day of Resurrection concerning that wherein they differ).

[2:114]

Then He mentioned Tatus Ibn Asipanos al-Rumi, king of the Christians who destroyed Jerusalem, saying:
(And who doth greater wrong) in his disbelief (than he who forbideth the approach to the sanctuaries of
Allah) Jerusalem (lest His name should be mentioned therein) by declaring Allah's Oneness and calling to
prayer, (and striveth for their ruin?) in the ruin of Jerusalem by throwing carrions in it. And this lasted until
the reign of 'Umar. (As for such) for the Romans, (it was never meant that they should enter them)
Jerusalem (except in fear) hiding from the believers for fear of being killed, for they would be killed if found.
(Theirs in the world is ignominy) a chastisement in that their cities, Constantinople, Amorium (‘Ammuriyyah)
and Rome (Rumiyyah) would be ruined (and theirs in the Hereafter is an awful doom) more severe than the
punishment they were subjected to in this world.

[2:115]

Then Allah mentioned the direction of prayer to Him, saying (Unto Allah belong the East and the West) as a
direction of prayer for him who does not know the correct direction of prayer, (and whithersoever ye turn)
your faces in prayer after ascertaining the direction, (there is Allah's Countenance) that prayer is performed
in Allah's pleasure. This verse was revealed about a group of Companions of the Prophet (pbuh) who prayed
whilst travelling in the wrong direction after doing their best to determine the correct direction. It is also said
that saying (Unto Allah belong the East and the West) means: the people of the East and the people of the
West have one direction of prayer which is the Sacred Precinct, and therefore (there is Allah's Countenance)
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means: that is the direction of prayer to Allah, (Lo! Allah is All-Embracing) regarding the direction of prayer,
(All- Knowing) of their intentions.

[2:116]

Then Allah mentions the claims of the Jews and Christians that Ezra and Jesus are the sons of Allah, saying:
(And they) the Jews and Christians (say: Allah hath taken unto Himself a Son) Ezra and the Messiah (Jesus).
(Be He glorified!) He is far exalted to have a son or partner (Nay) it is not as they say, (but whatsoever is in
the heavens and the earth) of creation (is His) are His servants. (All are subservient unto Him) linked to Him
by the bond of servitude and the declaration of His Oneness.

[2:117]

(The Originator of the heavens and the earth!) He originated them when they were nothing before. (When
He decreeth a thing) when He wants to create a child without a father, like Jesus, (He saith unto it only:
Be!) be a child without a father, just like Adam was without a father or mother, (And it is).

[2:118]

(And those who have no knowledge) who do not know the Oneness of Allah, i.e. the Jews (say: Why doth
not Allah speak unto us) directly, (or some sign come unto us) a sign confirming the prophethood of
Muhammad (pbuh); for then, we would surely believe? (Even thus, as they now speak, spoke) similar words
(those before them) their forefathers. (Their hearts are all alike) their words and hearts are the same. (We
have made clear the revelations) the signs: the commands, prohibitions and your traits in the Torah (for
people who are sure) who believe.

[2:119]

(Lo! We have sent thee) O Muhammad (with the Truth) with the Qur'an and the declaration of the Oneness
of Allah, (a bringer of glad tidings) that Paradise shall be for the believers (and a warner) against hell for
those who disbelieve in Allah. (And thou wilt not be asked about the owners of hellfire) it is not befitting that
you should ask about the dwellers of hell; and it is said that this means: do not ask for the forgiveness of
the dwellers of hell.

[2:120]

(And Jews) The Jews of Medina (will not be pleased with thee, nor will Christians) the Christians of Najran,
(till thou follow their creed) their religion and direction of prayer. (Say) O Muhammad! (Lo! The guidance of
Allah is Guidance) the Religion of Allah is Islam and Allah's direction of prayer is the Ka'bah. (And if thou
shouldst follow their desires) their religion and direction of prayer (after the knowledge which hath come
unto thee) that the Religion of Allah is Islam and His direction of prayer is the Ka'bah, (then wouldst thou
have from Allah) from His chastisement (no protecting friend) no one to benefit you (nor helper) to save you
from this chastisement.

[2:121]

Allah then mentioned the believers from among the people of the Book: 'Abdullah Ibn Salam and his
companions, Bahirah the Monk and the Negus and his followers, saying: (Those unto whom We have given
the Scripture) given knowledge of the Scripture, i.e. the Torah, (who read it with the right reading) describe
it as it is and do not alter it: expositing what is lawful and unlawful, its commands and prohibitions to
whomever asks them, and they further act according to what is clear and unambiguous and believe in that
which is ambiguous therein, (those believe in it) in Muhammad and the Qur'an. (And who disbelieveth in it)
in Muhammad and the Qur'an, (those are they who are losers) who are duped in that they lose both this
world and the world to come.

[2:122]
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Allah then mentions His favour upon the Children of Israel, saying: (O Children of Israel!) O Children of
Jacob (Remember) recollect (My favour wherewith I favoured you) favoured your forefathers by delivering
them from Pharaoh and his people as well as by the blessings and bounties that I favoured them with (and
how I preferred you) with Islam (to the worlds) the people of your time.

[2:123]

(And guard against a day) fear the torment of a day, i.e. the Day of Judgement (when no soul will in
anything avail another) no unbelieving soul will be able to drive away anything from another unbelieving
soul; it is also said that this means: no righteous soul will be able to drive away anything from another
righteous soul; and it is said that this means: no father will be able to drive away anything from his son and
no son will be able to drive away Allah's punishment from his father, (nor will compensation be accepted
from it) no ransom will be accepted, (nor will intercession be of use to it) no intercessor will intercede for it:
not a close angel, a sent messenger or a righteous servant; (nor will they be helped) will be prevented from
what they will face.

[2:124]

Allah then mentioned His favour upon Abraham, His close friend, saying: (And when his Lord tried Abraham
with some words) He commanded him to fulfil ten traits: five in relation to his head and five to his body,
(and he fulfilled them) he complied. It is also said that (And when his Lord tried Abraham with some words)
means: with every single word he prayed to Allah, (He said) to him: (Lo! I have appointed you a leader for
mankind) a vicegerent that people may emulate you. (He) Abraham (said: And of my offspring) make of my
offspring vicegerents that people would emulate? (He) Allah (said: My covenant) with you and My promise
to you and the honour and mercy I bestowed upon you (includeth not wrong-doers) from among your
offspring; it is also said that this means: My covenant will not include the wrong-doers in the Hereafter but it
will include them in this life.

[2:125]

Allah then commanded people to emulate him, saying: (And when We made the House a resort) a place to
turn to (for mankind) whereby they can turn and long for (and a sanctuary) for whoever enters it: (Take) it,
O community of Muhammad! (as your place of worship the place where Abraham stood (to pray)) a place
whereby you turn in prayer. (And We imposed a duty upon) commanded (Abraham and Ishmael: Purify My
house) from idols (for those who go around and those who meditate therein) those who live there (and
those who bow down and prostrate themselves) those who perform the five daily prayers, regardless of their
country of origin.

[2:126]

(And when Abraham prayed: My Lord! Make this a region of security) free of perturbation (and bestow upon
its people fruits) different kinds of fruit, (such of them as believe in Allah and the Last Day) in resurrection
after death, (He) Allah (answered: As for him who disbelieveth) as well, (I shall leave him in contentment for
a while) I shall provide for him a little in this life, (then I shall compel him) force him (to the doom of fire, a
hapless journey's end!) to which he shall come.

[2:127]

(And when Abraham and Ishmael were raising the foundation of the House) built the foundation of the
House and Ishmael was helping him and when they finished, they prayed: (Our Lord!) O our Lord! (Accept
from us) the building of Your house. (Lo! Thou, only Thou, art the Hearer) of our prayer, (the Knower) of
the answer to this prayer; it is also said that this means: the Knower of our intention in building Your house.

[2:128]
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(Our Lord!) O our Lord! (And make us submissive) obedient and sincere (unto Thee) by not ascribing any
partners to you and through worshipping You (and of our seed a nation submissive) obedient and sincere
(unto Thee) by not ascribing any partners to you and through worshipping You, (and show us our rites)
teach us the rites of our pilgrimage, (and relent towards us) overlook our shortcomings. (Lo! Thou, only
Thou, art the Relenting) You who overlooks shortcomings, (the Merciful) towards the believers.

[2:129]

(Our Lord!) O our Lord (And raise up in their midst) the offspring of Ishmael (a Messenger from among
them) from their own lineage (who shall recite unto them Your revelations) the Qur'an, (and shall instruct
them in the Scripture) the Qur'an (and in wisdom) the lawful and the prohibited (and shall make them pure)
from sins through the declaration of the Oneness of God. (Lo! Thou, only Thou, art the Mighty) Who is
vengeful against whosoever does not answer Your Messenger whom You sent to them, (the Wise) in
sending the Messenger. And Allah answered his prayers and sent unto them Muhammad (pbuh); and these
are the words with which Allah tried him, and he fulfilled them by asking Allah for them in his prayer.

[2:130]

(And who forsaketh the religion of Abraham) renounces the Religion of Abraham and his practices (save him
who befooleth himself?) has ruined himself, lost his mind or is foolish? (Verily We chose him) i.e. Abraham
(in the world) by taking him as a friend; as it is said this means: We have chosen him in this world by
bestowing upon him prophethood, Islam and goodly offspring, (and lo! In the Hereafter he is among the
righteous ones) with his forefathers, the messengers, in Paradise.

[2:131]

(When his Lord said unto him) when he came out of the pit of fire: (Surrender) say specifically: there is no
god save Allah! (He said: I have surrendered to the Lord of the Worlds) I submit to the Lord of all the
worlds, and declare that Allah is the only One God, without partner. It is also said that when Abraham
invited his people to accept that Allah is One without partners, his Lord said unto him: make your Religion
and works sincere to Allah; and he answered: I make my Religion and works sincere to the Lord of the
worlds. And it is also said that when Abraham was thrown in the Fire, his Lord said unto him: make your
religion and works sincere to Allah; he replied: I comply and make my Religion and works sincere to Allah,
Lord of all the worlds.

[2:132]

(The same did Abraham enjoin) enjoined that there is no god except Allah (upon his sons) when he was
dying, (and also Jacob) he also enjoined his children with the same: (O my sons! Lo! Allah hath chosen for
you the (true) religion) the Religion of Islam; (therefore die not save as men who have surrendered) hold
fast to Islam until you die as Muslims, sincere to Him in your worship and in your declaration of divine
Oneness.

[2:133]

Then Allah mentioned the dispute among the Jews concerning the religion of Abraham, saying: (Or were ye
witnesses) or were you, O assembly of Jews, present (when death came to Jacob) regarding what he
enjoined his children, i.e. whether he enjoined them to follow Judaism or Islam, (when he said unto his
sons: What will ye worship after me?) after I die? (They said: We shall worship thy God) we worship, (the
God of your fathers, Abraham, Ishmael and Isaac, one God) i.e. we worship one God, (and unto Him we
have surrendered) we acknowledge to worship Him and declare that there is only one true God.

[2:134]

(Those are the people) a group of people (who have passed away) perished. (Theirs is that which they
earned) of goodness (and yours is that which ye earn) of goodness. (And ye will not be asked) on the Day
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of Judgement (of what they used to do) or say.
[2:135]

Allah mentioned after this the dispute of the Jews and Christians with the believers, saying: (And they say)
i.e. the Jews: (Be Jews) you shall be guided from error (or Christians) and the Christians also say the same,
(then ye will be rightly guided. Say) to them, O Muhammad: it is not as you claim: (Nay, but the religion of
Abraham, the upright) the Muslim; rather follow the religion of Abraham, the upright, the Muslim, the
sincere-only then you will be guided, (and he was not of the idolaters) i.e. he did not follow the religion of
the Jews or Christians.

[2:136]

Then He taught the believers the path of divine Oneness so that the Jews and Christians had an indication of
what this divine Oneness means, saying: (Say (O Muslims): We believe in Allah and that which is revealed
unto us) i.e. in Muhammad and the Qur'an (and that which was revealed unto Abraham) i.e. we believe in
Abraham and his Scripture, (and Ishmael) and we believe in Ishmael and his Scripture, (and Isaac) and in
Isaac and his Scripture, (and Jacob) and in Jacob and his Scripture, (and the tribes) and in the sons of Jacob
and their Scriptures, (and that which Moses and Jesus received) i.e. we believe in Moses and the Torah and
in Jesus and the Gospel, (and that which the Prophets received) we also believe in all the prophets and their
Scriptures (from their Lord. We make no distinction between any of them) that Allah sent them as prophets
to teach divine Oneness, (and unto Him we have surrendered) we acknowledge that we worship Him and
declare that there is only one true God.

[2:137]

(And if they) i.e. the people of the Book (believe in the like of that which you believe) in all the prophets and
their Scriptures (then are they right guided) from error by following the religion of Muhammad and
Abraham. (But if they turn away) refuse to believe in all the prophets and their Scriptures, (then are they in
schism) in conflict with the true religion, (and Allah will suffice thee (for defence) against them) Allah will lift
their burden from you, by killing and expelling them. (And He is the Hearer) of what they say, (the Knower)
of their punishment.

[2:138]

((We take our) colour from Allah) i.e. follow the Religion of Allah, (and who is better than Allah at colouring)
better than the Religion of Allah. (And We are His worshippers) say: we are monotheists and acknowledge
that we worship Him and declare that there is only one true God.

[2:139]

(Say), O Muhammad, ((unto the People of the Scripture) dispute ye with us) do you argue with us
(concerning Allah) concerning the Religion of Allah (when He is our Lord and your Lord?) when Allah is our
Lord and yours? (Ours are our works) we have our religion (and yours your work) your religion. (And we are
sincere (in our faith) in Him) we acknowledge that we worship Him and declare that there is only one true
God.

[2:140]

(Or say ye) O Jews and Christians (that Abraham, and Ishmael, and Isaac and Jacob, and the tribes) the
children of Jacob (were Jews or Christians) as you claim? (Say) to them, O Muhammad! (Do ye know best,
or doth Allah?) do you know best about their religion or does Allah? Allah has already informed us that
Abraham was neither a Jew nor a Christian. (And who is more unjust) in his disbelief and more insolent and
daring vis-a-vis Allah (than he who hideth a testimony which he hath received from Allah) in the Torah
concerning the prophethood of this Prophet (pbuh)? (Allah is not unaware) heedless (of what ye do) about
concealing your testimony.
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[2:141]

(Those are a people) a group of people (who have passed away) perished; (theirs is that which they earned)
of goodness (and yours is that which ye earn) of goodness. (And ye will not be asked) on the Day of
Judgement (of what they used to do) in this world.

[2:142]

(The foolish of the people) the ignorant among the Jews and Arab idolaters (will say: What hath turned
them) made them change (from the Qiblah which they formerly observed) except that they want to revert to
the religion of their ancestors; it is also said that this means: there was no reason to turn from the direction
in which they prayed, i.e. Jerusalem? (Say) O Muhammad! (unto Allah belong the East) praying to the
Ka'bah (and the West) the prayer that you prayed in the direction of Jerusalem-both are with Allah's
command. (He guideth whom He will unto a straight path) He confirms whom He wills on a straight Religion
and direction of prayer.

[2:143]

(Thus) i.e. just as we have honoured you with the Religion of Abraham (Islam) and his direction of prayer
(We have appointed you a middle nation) a middlemost community, (that you be witnesses) for the
prophets (over mankind, and that the Messenger) Muhammad (pbuh) (may be a witness over you) that you
are upright and follow the straight path. (And We appointed) changed (the Qiblah which ye formerly
observed) prayed towards for a period of 19 months (only that We might know) see and distinguish (him
who followeth the Messenger) concerning the Qiblah, (from him who turneth) reverts (on his heels) to his
former religion and direction of prayer. (In truth it) the changing of the Qiblah (was a hard (test) save for
those whom Allah guided) whose hearts Allah had protected. (But it was not Allah's purpose that your faith
should be in vain) that He thwarts your faith as it was prior to the abrogation of legal rulings; and it is also
said that this means: it is not Allah's purpose to thwart your faith but rather His purpose is to abrogate the
legal rulings which conduct your faith; and it is also said that this means: Allah did not thwart your prayers
towards Jerusalem but He has abrogated the ruling which required you to pray towards Jerusalem, (for Allah
is full of pity, Merciful) in that He does not thwart your faith as it was before the abrogation of legal rulings
(towards mankind) towards the believers.

[2:144]

Allah then mentions the supplication of His Prophet regarding the changing of the Qiblah towards Mecca,
saying: (We have seen the turning of thy face to heaven (for guidance, O Muhammad)) turning your sight to
heaven in anticipation of Gabriel coming down to announce the change of the Qiblah. (And now surely We
shall make thee turn (in prayer) toward a Qiblah that is dear to thee) that you like, namely, the Qiblah of
Abraham. (So turn thy face) when in prayer (towards the Inviolable Place of Worship, and ye (O Muslims),
wheresoever ye may be) whether on land or in the sea, (turn your faces (when ye pray)) in prayer (towards
it. (Lo! Those who have received the Scripture know that) the Sacred Precinct (is the Truth from their Lord)
is the Qiblah of Abraham but they conceal this fact. (And Allah is not unaware) heedless (of what they do) of
what they conceal.

[2:145]

(And even if thou broughtest unto those who have received the Scripture all kinds of portents) all the signs
they asked of you, (they would not follow your Qiblah) they would not pray towards your Qiblah nor
embrace your Religion, (nor canst thou be a follower of their Qiblah) nor can you pray towards the Qiblah of
the Jews or Christians; (nor are some of them followers of others) nor are some of them going to pray
towards the Qiblah of the Jews and Christians. (And if thou shouldst follow their desires) after being warned
and pray towards their Qiblah (after the knowledge which hath come unto you) that the Sacred Precinct is
the Qiblah of Abraham, (then surely) if you do that then surely (wert thou of the evil-doers) who harm
themselves.
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[2:146]

Then Allah mentions the believers of the people of the Book, saying: (Those unto whom We gave the
Scripture) gave the knowledge of the Torah, 'Abdullah ibn Salam and his followers (recognise) know
Muhammad (pbuh) with his description and traits (as they recognise their children) in the midst of other
children. (But lo! A party of them) of the people of the Book (knowingly) knowing it to exist in their Book
(conceal the Truth) conceal the description and traits of Muhammad (pbuh).

[2:147]

(It is the Truth from thy Lord (O Muhammad)) that you are a Prophet sent by Allah. (So be not thou of
those who waver) who doubt whether they know or not.

[2:148]

(And each one hath a goal) to each adherent of a religion a Qiblah (towards which he turneth) he faces
according to his own whim; it is also said that this means: to each prophet a Qiblah, which is the Ka'bah,
towards which he is ordered to face; (so vie with one another in good works) so hasten, O community of
Muhammad, to perform acts of obedience more than any other nation. (Wheresoever you may be) on land
or at sea, (Allah will bring you all together) gather you together and reward you for the good works you
performed. (Lo! Allah is Able to do all things) like gathering you together as well as other things.

[2:149]

(And whencesoever you comest forth (for prayer, O Muhammad) turn thy face) in prayer (towards the
Inviolable Place of Worship; Lo! It) the Inviolable Place of Worship (is the Truth from your Lord) it is the
Qiblah of Abraham, Allah bless him. (And Allah is not unaware) heedless (of what ye do) of what you
conceal about the Qiblah of Abraham and other things.

[2:150]

(Whencesoever thou comest forth) you are to (turn thy face) in prayer (towards the Inviolable Place of
Worship; and wheresoever ye may be (O Muslims)) on land or at sea (turn your faces) in prayer (towards it
(when ye pray) so that men) 'Abdullah Ibn Salam and his Companions (may have no argument against you)
regarding the changing of the Qiblah because in their Scripture the Inviolable Place of Worship was the
Qiblah of Abraham; therefore if you pray towards it, they will have no argument against you, (save such of
them as do injustice) nor would those who transgressed with their words have any argument against you,
and these included Ka'b Ibn Ashraf and the Arab idolaters (-Fear them not) regarding the changing of the
Qiblah, (but fear Me) in leaving the old Qiblah (-so that I may complete My grace upon you) by giving you a
Qiblah just as I have completed for you your Religion, (and that you be guided) to the Qiblah of Abraham.

[2:151]

(Even as We have sent unto you a Messenger) remember Me as I have sent a Messenger (from among you)
from your own lineage, (who reciteth unto you Our revelations) i.e. the Qur'an: its commands and
prohibitions (and causeth you to grow) cleanses you of sin through divine Oneness, the poor-due, and alms,
(and teacheth you the Scripture) the Qur'an (and wisdom) the lawful and the prohibited, (and teacheth you)
of legal rulings, legal punishments and stories of bygone nations (that which ye knew not) before the
revelation of the Qur'an and the advent of Muhammad (pbuh).

[2:152]
(Therefore remember Me) through the performance of acts of obedience, (I will remember you) by granting

you Paradise; and it is also said that this means: remember Me in time of ease, I will remember you in times
of hardship. (Give thanks to Me) for the blessings I bestowed upon you, (and reject not Me) do not stop
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giving thanks for these blessings.
[2:153]

(O ye who believe! Seek help in steadfastness) to fulfil the obligations of Allah and to abstain from
contraventions and shameful works (and prayer) and with abundant supererogatory prayers at night and
during the day in order to come clean from sin. (Lo! Allah is with the steadfast) He helps, and protects the
steadfast from shameful works.

[2:154]

Allah thereafter mentions the saying of the hypocrites apropos the martyrs of Badr, Uhud and all the other
battles: "So-and-so has died and lost all comfort and happiness", this in order to aggravate sincere believers,
and so Allah says: (And call not those who are slain in the way of Allah) in obedience of Allah, on the Day of
Badr or in any other battle ("dead") like any other dead people. (Nay they are living) they are rather living
like those living in Paradise, being provided with comfort and bounties, (only ye perceive not) you are not
aware of the honour bestowed upon them or of their real state.

[2:155]

Then He mentioned His trial to the believer, saying: (And surely We shall try you) test you (with something
of fear) fear of the enemy (and hunger) in the years of drought, (and loss of wealth and lives) through
killing, death and illnesses (and crops) and the loss of crops;

[2:156]

but then He said: (but give) O Muhammad (glad tidings to the steadfast, who say, when a misfortune) like
the ones I have mentioned (striketh them: lo! We are Allah's) we are the slaves of Allah (and lo! Unto Him
we are returning) after we die; and if we are not pleased with His decree, He will not be pleased with our
works.

[2:157]

(Such) those who have these traits (are they on whom are blessings) forgiveness (from their Lord) in this
world, (and mercy) in that they are not tormented in the Hereafter. (And such are they who are rightly
guided) to remember that we are Allah's and unto Him we shall return.

[2:158]

Allah then mentions the believers' dislike of going between al-Safa and al-Marwah in front of the idols which
were placed there, saying: (Lo! Al-Safa and al-Marwah) going around al-Safa and al-Marwah (are among the
rites of Allah) among the rites of pilgrimage that Allah, Exalted is He, has commanded. (It is therefore no
sin) one commits no transgression (for him who is on pilgrimage to the House or visiteth it, to go around
them (as the pagan custom is). And he who doeth good of his own accord) and whoever performs extra
works other than this obligation of going between al-Safa and al-Marwah, (Lo! Allah is Responsive) accepts
such works, (Aware) of your intentions; it is also said that this means: Allah accepts the smallest of your
works and His reward is abundant.

[2:159]

(Those who hide the proofs) the commands, prohibitions and the signs mentioned in the Torah (and the
guidance) i.e. the description given there of Muhammad (pbuh) and his feature (which We revealed)
exposited, (after We had made it clear) to the Children of Israel (in the Scripture) in the Torah: (such are
accursed of Allah) Allah will torment them in the grave (and are accursed of those who have the power to
curse) all created beings, save human beings and jinn, will curse them upon hearing their screams from the
grave.
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[2:160]

(Except such of them as repent) from Judaism (and amend) worship Allah alone without ascribing to Him
any partners (and make manifest) the traits and description of Muhammad. (These it is towards whom I

relent) overlook their past transgressions. (I am the Relenting) towards those who repent, (the Merciful)

towards him who dies in a state of repentance.

[2:161]

(Lo! Those who disbelieve, and die while they are disbelievers) in Allah and His Messenger; (on them is the
curse of Allah) the torment of Allah (and of the angels) the curse of the angels (and of men combined) the
curses directed by believers towards each other will end up as curses on these unbelievers.

[2:162]

(They ever dwell therein) i.e. in this curse. (The doom will not be lightened for them) it will not be lifted or
reduced, (neither will they be reprieved) their torment will not be deferred.

[2:163]

Allah then declares His Oneness because the unbelievers denied this divine Oneness, saying: (Your God is
one God) without son or partner; (there is no God save Him, the Beneficent) the Tender, (the Merciful) the
Compassionate.

[2:164]

Then He mentioned the sign of His divine Oneness, saying: (Lo! In the creation of the heavens and the
earth) i.e. in their making; or as it is said: in the making of what is in them, (and the difference of night and
day) in the alternation of night and day, and in the increase and decrease of their duration, (and the ships
which run upon the sea with that which is of use to men) in their livelihoods, (and the water) rain (which
Allah sendeth down from the sky, thereby reviving) through rain (the earth after its death) after suffering by
drought and being dried up, (and dispersing) creating (all kinds of beasts) male and female (therein, and the
ordinance of the winds) in changing the direction of the wind towards the right and towards the left, coming
sometimes from the East and sometimes from the West, sometimes carrying torment and sometimes mercy:
(and the clouds obedient) subservient (between heaven and earth) He says: in all these (are signs)
indications of the Lord's divine Oneness (for people who have sense) who believe that they are from Allah.

[2:165]

Allah mentions after this the unbelievers' love for their objects of worship in this world, and how they disown
each other in the Hereafter, saying: (Yet of mankind) i.e. the unbelievers (are some who take unto
themselves) who worship (rivals to Allah) idols, (loving them with a love like (that which is the due) of Allah)
like the love that sincere believers have for Allah (-Those who believe are stauncher) more lasting (in their
love for Allah) than are the unbelievers vis-a-vis their idols; it is also said that this verse was revealed about
the hypocrites who buried their gold and silver or hid it in caves; and it is also said that this means: they
took their leaders as gods (-that those who do evil had but known) if only the idolaters knew, (when they
behold the doom) on the Day of Judgement, (that power) and might and invincibility (belongeth wholly to
Allah, and that Allah is severe in punishment!) in the Hereafter-if they knew this, they would certainly have
believed in this world.

[2:166]
(When those who were followed) the leaders (disown those who followed (them)) the lowly among people,

(and they behold) both the leaders and the lowly (the doom) in the Hereafter, (and all their aims) the
pledges and congeniality that were between them in this world (collapse with them).
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[2:167]

(And those who were but followers) i.e. the lowly (will say: If a return) to this world (were possible for us,

we would disown them) disown the leaders in this world (even as they have disowned us) in the Hereafter.
(Thus will Allah show them their own deeds as anguish) as regrets (for them) in the Hereafter, (and they)

the leaders and those who followed them (will not emerge from the Fire).

[2:168]

Allah then mentions the lawfulness of cultivating land and raising cattle, saying: (O mankind) O people of
Mecca! (Eat of that which is lawful and wholesome) that is not prohibited by Allah (in the earth) of what is
cultivated in lands and of cattle, (and follow not the footsteps of the devil) the embellishments and
whisperings of the devil concerning the unlawfulness of the cultivation of land and of raising cattle. (Lo! He
is an open enemy for you) whose enmity towards you is quite manifest.

[2:169]

(He) the devil (enjoineth upon you only the evil) evil works (and the foul) transgressions, (and that ye
should tell) lies (concerning Allah that which ye know not).

[2:170]

(And when it is said unto them) to the Arab idolaters: (Follow that which Allah hath revealed) follow the
lawfulness exposited by Allah concerning what is cultivated and the cattle raised, (they say: We follow that
wherein we found our fathers) regarding their unlawfulness. (What! Even though their fathers were wholly
unintelligent) with regard to Religion (and had no guidance) to the practice of any prophet, so how could
you follow them? It is also said that this means: if their fathers did not understand about things in this world
and did not follow the practice of any prophet, then how could you follow them? It is also said that this
means: even though their fathers did not understand anything of Religion and were not guided to the
practice of any prophet, how could they follow them?

[2:171]

Allah then gave a similitude regarding the unbelievers vis-a-vis Muhammad (pbuh) saying: (The likeness of
those who disbelieve) vis-a-vis Muhammad (pbuh) (is as the likeness of one who calleth unto that which
heareth nothing) just like camels and sheep with their shepherd: his speech is unintelligible to them when
he says to them, for example, eat or drink (except a shout and a cry. Deaf) concerning the Truth, (dumb)
regarding the Truth, (blind) to guidance; i.e. they pretend to be deaf, dumb and blind when it comes to the
Truth and guidance, (therefore they have no sense) they do not understand Allah's command and the call of
the Prophet (pbuh) just as camels and cattle do not comprehend the words of their shepherd.

[2:172]

Then Allah mentions the lawfulness of eating what is cultivated on the land and the meat of cattle, saying:
(O ye who believe! Eat of the good things wherewith We have provided you) of the lawful things We have
given you, (and render thanks to Allah) for it (if it is (indeed) He whom ye worship) it is also said that this
means: if you really intend to worship Allah by declaring these to be unlawful, then do not declare them
unlawful, for to worship Allah entails that you declare them to be lawful.

[2:173]
Then Allah exposited what He made unlawful for them, saying: (He hath forbidden you only carrion) which
He has commanded to immolate, (and blood) and shed blood, (and swineflesh, and that which hath been

immolated to any other than Allah) that which is offered as sacrifice purposefully in any other thing than the
Name of Allah, i.e. to idols. (But he who is driven by necessity) compelled to eat carrion (neither craving)
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neither rebelling nor declaring it lawful (nor transgressing) nor committing highway robbery nor purposefully
eating it without being driven by necessity, (it is no sin for him) then such a person, who is compelled to eat
it without having his fill and without taking anything with him, has not transgressed. (Lo! Allah is Forgiving)
that he ate more than he needs to preserve himself, (Merciful) when He gave him legal dispensation to eat
carrion.

[2:174]

(Lo! Those who hide anything of the Scripture which Allah hath revealed) what Allah has exposited in the
Torah regarding the description and traits of Muhammad, (and purchase) by concealing this (a small gain
therewith) a small profit, this was revealed about Ka'b Ibn al-Ashraf, Huyayy Ibn Akhtab and Judayy Ibn
Akhtab (they eat into their bellies) they put into their bellies (nothing else than fire) except the unlawful; and
it is also said that this means: they eat nothing except that which will turn into fire in their bellies on the Day
of Judgement. (And Allah will not speak to them) nicely (on the Day of Resurrection, nor will He make them
pure) He will not absolve them of their transgressions; it is also said that this means: He will not commend
them in any good way. (Theirs will be a painful doom) a painful torment that will extend to their hearts.

[2:175]

(Those are they who purchase error at the price of guidance) they purchased disbelief for the price of faith,
(and torment at the price of pardon) Judaism for the price of Islam; it is also said that this means: they
chose that which leads to the Fire instead of that which leads to Paradise. (How constant are they in their
strife to reach the Fire) how bold are they to delve into the Fire? It is also said that this means: what made
them so bold as to enter the Fire? And it is also said: how they indulging indeed in the works of the people
of the Fire.

[2:176]

(That is) the torment (because Allah hath revealed the Scripture) He sent down Gabriel with the Qur'an and
the Torah (with the Truth) with an exposition of the Truth and falsehood, but they disbelieved. (Lo! Those
who find disagreement in the Scripture) those who contravene that which is in the Book regarding the
description and traits of Muhammad (pbuh) and further conceal the latter (are in open schism) are too much
in disagreement with guidance.

[2:177]

(It is not righteousness) it is not all of righteousness; it is also said that (It is not righteousness) means: it is
not faith (that ye merely turn your faces) in prayer (to the East) towards Mecca (and the West) towards
Jerusalem; (but righteous is) but faith amounts to agreeing with (he who believeth in Allah) and it is also
said: the faithful is he who believes in Allah (and the Last Day) in resurrection after death (and the angels)
all the angels (and the Scripture) all the revealed Books (and the prophets) and all the prophets; Allah then
mentions the obligated duties after mentioning faith, saying: (and giveth his wealth for love of Him)
righteousness after declaring one's faith is that one gives of one's wealth, despite the fact that one loves and
desires it and has only a little of it, (to kinsfolk) relatives (and to orphans) orphans of the believers (and the
needy) who shy away from asking for assistance (and the wayfarer) the passer-by, the guest (and to those
who ask) you to give them from your wealth, (and to set slaves free) those who made a contract to pay for
their freedom and those who fight in the way of Allah. After mentioning the obligated duties, Allah mentions
the different legal prescriptions, saying: (and observeth proper worship) He says: righteousness, after
fulfilling the obligated duties, is to perfect the performance of the five daily prayers (and payeth the poor-
due) give the poor what is due to them as well as similar things. (And those who keep their treaty) those
who fulfil the pledges that are between them and their Lord or between them and other people (when they
make one, and the patient in tribulation) i.e. fear, affliction and hardship (and adversity) illness, pain and
hunger (and time of stress) upon engagement in fighting. (Such are they who are sincere) who have fulfilled
their pledges. (And such are the God fearing) who refrain from breaking their pledges.

[2:178]
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(O ye who believe! Retaliation is prescribed for you in the matter of the murdered ones; the freeman for the
freeman) a freeman who premeditatedly kills another freeman, (and the slave for the slave) a slave who
premeditatedly kills another, (and the female for the female) a female who premeditatedly kills another. This
verse was revealed regarding two Arab clans but is abrogated by the verse: (... a life for a life) [5:45]. (And
for him who is forgiven somewhat by his brother) whoever forgives the killing and takes instead blood
money, (prosecution according to usage) Allah commands the person who asks for blood money to claim
this money according to practised usage: three years if it is a full blood money, two years if it is half of the
blood money, or one year if it is a third (and payment unto him) the person who is required to pay blood
money is commanded to give the custodians of the murdered person what is due to them (in kindness)
without the need to go to court or making it difficult for them. (This) this pardon (is an alleviation)
appeasement (and a mercy from your Lord) towards the killer such that he is not killed. (He who
transgresseth after this) after taking the blood money and kills the murderer (will have a painful doom) he
shall be killed and will not be forgiven or allowed to pay blood money.

[2:179]

(And there is a life for you in retaliation) a continuation of existence and a lesson, (O men of understanding)
those who possess sound minds among people, (that ye may ward off (evil)) that you may ward off killing
one another for fear of retaliation.

[2:180]

(It is prescribed for you, when death approacheth one of you, if he leave wealth, that he bequeath unto
parents and near relatives) kinsfolk (in kindness) more so and even better to the parents. (A duty for all
those who ward off (evil)) those who ascribe no partners to Allah; but this verse is abrogated by that on
inheritance.

[2:181]

(And whoso changeth) the will of the deceased person (after he hath heard it-the sin thereof) the onus
thereof (is only upon those who change it) and the deceased bears no responsibility. (For Allah is Hearer) of
the will and words of the deceased, (Knower) if he transgresses or changes it; it is also said that this means:
He knows the deed of the testator. Thus, out of fear of sin, people used to execute the will of a deceased
person as it was even when the latter transgressed in that will,

[2:182]

until, that is, the following verse was revealed: (But he who feareth from a testator) knows that the testator
has committed (some unjust or sinful clause) purposefully committed a mistake or transgression (and
maketh peace between the parties) between the inheritors and the testator, i.e. he corrects what is in the
will by reducing any bequest to a maximum of a third of the wealth, (no sin for him) he bears no sin in doing
so. (Lo! Allah is Forgiving) He forgives the deceased if he transgresses or makes a mistake, (Merciful) in
relation to the deed of the testator; it is also said that this means: He forgives the testator, and He is also
merciful because He gave dispensation to reduce bequests to a third and thus commanded that one adhere
to fairness.

[2:183]

(O ye who believe! Fasting is prescribed for you) for a specific number of days; it is said that this means:
fasting is prescribed for you: you abstain from eating and drinking and from sexual intercourse from the
dawn prayer or from the time one sleeps before the dawn prayer, (even as it was prescribed for those
before you) for the people of the Book, (that ye may ward off (evil)) that you may ward off eating, drinking
and sexual intercourse after the last night prayer or before sleeping after the last night prayer. However, this
is abrogated by the verses: (It is made lawful for you to go unto your wives on the night of the fast) and
(and eat and drink until the white thread becomes distinct to you from the black thread of the dawn).
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[2:184]

((Fast) a certain number of days) 30 days; (and (for) him who is sick among you, or on a journey, (the
same) number of other days) let him fast the same number of days he missed; (and for those who can
afford it) afford to fast (there is a ransom: the feeding of a man in need-) let him feed a person in need,
instead of every day of the fast that he missed, half a measure of wheat. But this is abrogated by Allah's
saying: (And whoever of you is present, let him fast the month). It is also said that this means: those who
can afford a ransom and are not able to fast, old men and women who are unable to fast, they should feed
a needy person, for every missed day of fast in Ramadan, half a measure of wheat. (But whoso doeth good
of his own accord) gives more than two pounds, (it is better for him) in terms of reward: (and that ye fast is
better for you) than giving ransom (if ye did but know-)

[2:185]

(The month of Ramadan is) the month in (which was revealed the Qur'an) whereupon Gabriel brought down
the entire Qur'an to the first heaven, dictated it to the scribes among the angels (al-safarah) and then took it
down to Muhammad (pbuh) day after day, sometimes revealing to him just one, two or three verses and
sometimes an entire surah, (a guidance for mankind) the Qur'an elucidates error to people, (and clear
proofs of the guidance) in the matter of Religion, (and the Criterion (of right and wrong)) the lawful and the
unlawful, the legal rulings, legal punishments and the steering away from doubtful matters. (And whoever of
you is present) in settled areas and not travelling, (let him fast the month. And whoever of you is sick)
during the month of Ramadan (or on a journey, (let him fast the same) number of days) at another time.
(Allah desireth for your ease) He desires for you the dispensation of breaking the fast while on a journey; it
is also said that this means: Allah wants you to break the fast when travelling; (He desireth not hardship for
you) He does not desire for you the hardship of fasting while travelling; (and (He desireth) that ye should
complete the period) that you should fast when you are back in your settlement the same number of days of
fast you broke during your travel, (and that ye should magnify Allah for having guided you) as He guided
you to His religion and legal dispensation, (and that peradventure ye may be thankful) so that you be
thankful for His giving you this dispensation.

[2:186]

(And when My servants) the people of the Book (question thee concerning Me) whether I am near or far,
(then surely I am nigh) then inform them, O Muhammad, that I am close when it comes to answering. (I
answer the prayer of the supplicant when he crieth unto Me. So let them respond to Me) let them obey My
Messenger (and believe in Me) and in My Messenger before asking, (in order that they may be led rightfully)
so that they may be guided and have their prayers answered.

[2:187]

(It is made lawful for you to go unto your wives on the night of the fast) for sexual intercourse. (They are
raiment for you) a repose for you (and you are raiment for them) a repose for them. (Allah is aware that ye
were deceiving yourselves in this respect) by having sexual intercourse with them at night (and He hath
turned in mercy towards you) He forgave you (and relieved you) from your deception and did not punish
you. (So) now that it is made lawful, (hold intercourse with them and seek that which Allah hath ordained
for you) to have a righteous child; this verse was revealed about 'Umar Ibn al-Khattab, (and eat and drink)
from the time the night falls (until the white thread becometh distinct to you from the black thread of the
dawn) i.e. until the light of day becomes distinct to you from the darkness of night. (Then strictly observe
the fast till nightfall) the beginning of nightfall; this verse was revealed about Sirmah Ibn Malik Ibn 'Adiyy
(and touch them not) do not have sexual intercourse with them, (while you are at your devotions) in pious
retreat (in the mosques) whether this is during the day or the night. (These are the limits imposed by Allah)
such sexual intercourse is a transgression against Allah, (so approach them not) abstain from having sexual
intercourse with your wives, during the day and at night, while you are in such retreats. (Thus Allah
expoundeth His revelations) His commands and prohibitions (to mankind) as He has exposited this matter
(that they may ward off (evil)) they may ward off transgressing against Him. This verse was revealed about
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a group of Companions of Allah's Messenger (pbuh) among whom were 'Ali Ibn Abi Talib and 'Ammar Ibn
Yasir, who were in retreat in the mosque and used to go to their wives whenever they needed them, and
then take a ritual bath and return to the mosque. Henceforth but they were forbidden to do so.

[2:188]

The following was revealed about 'Abdan Ibn Ashwa' [al-Hadrami] and Imra' al-Qays [Ibn 'Abis]: (And eat
not up your property among yourselves in vanity) through oppression, theft, usurpation, perjury, and other
forbidden means, (nor seek by it to gain the hearing of the judges that you may knowingly devour a portion
of the property of others wrongfully) through perjury; Imra' al-Qays admitted taking the money when this
verse was revealed.

[2:189]

(They ask thee (O Muhammad), of new moons) they ask you about the increase and decrease of the moon.
(Say) O Muhammad! (They are fixed seasons for mankind) they are signs for people so that they pay back
their debts and know the waiting periods of their women and the timing of their fast and the breaking of
their fast (and for the pilgrimage) and for the timing of pilgrimage. This verse was revealed about Mu'adh
Ibn Jabal when he asked the Prophet (pbuh) about the timing of the pilgrimage. (It is not righteousness) it
is not an act of obedience or God-fearing (that ye go to houses by the backs thereof) during ritual
consecration (ihram), (but the righteous man) the obedient person during the time of ritual consecration (is
he who wardeth off (evil)) hunting and other things. (So go to the houses) enter the houses (by the gates
thereof) by the gates you used to enter, (and observe your duty to Allah) fear Allah during the time of ritual
consecration, (that ye may be successful) so that you will be spared Allah's wrath and punishment. This
verse was revealed about a group of Companions of the Prophet (pbuh) from the tribes of Kinanah and
Khuza'ah, who used to enter their houses, during the time of ritual consecration, from the back or from the
roof, as was the habit during the pre-Islamic era.

[2:190]

(Fight in the way of Allah) in obedience of Allah whether in the Sacred Precinct or in other places (against
those who fight against you) against those who initiate fight against you, (but begin not hostilities. Lo! Allah
loveth not aggressors) He does not love those who initiate fighting whether in the Sacred Precinct or in
other locations.

[2:191]

(And slay them) if they start the fight against you (wherever ye find them) whether in the Sacred Precinct or
in other places, (and drive them) out of Mecca (out of the places whence they drove you out) as they drove
you out of it, (for persecution) associating partners with Allah and worshipping idols (is worse) more evil
(than slaughter) in the Sacred Precinct. (And fight not with them) do not initiate a fight with them (at the
Inviolable Place of Worship) in the Sacred Precinct (until they attack you there) until they initiate a fight with
you in the Sacred Precinct, (but if they attack you (there)) first (then slay them. Such is the reward of
disbelievers) i.e. death is their reward.

[2:192]

(But if they desist) from their disbelief, association of partners with Allah and turn to Allah (then lo! Allah is
Forgiving) towards those who turn to Him, (Merciful) towards those who die in a state of repentance.

[2:193]
(And fight them) if they initiate fighting against you whether you are in the Sacred Precinct or not (until
persecution is no more) until there is not association of partners with Allah in the Sacred Precinct, (and

religion is for Allah) and Islam and worship of Allah reign in the Sacred Precinct. (If they desist) from
fighting you in the Sacred Precinct, (then let there be no hostility) you are not allowed to kill them (except
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against wrong-doers) except those who start the fight against you.
[2:194]

(The forbidden month) in which you entered to perform the lesser pilgrimage (‘umrah) (is for the forbidden
month) which they prevented you from performing, (and forbidden things in retaliation) one in retaliation for
another. (And one who attacketh you) first, in the Sacred Precinct (attack him in like manner as he attacked
you) by killing them. (And observe your duty to Allah) and fear Allah to begin with, (and know that Allah is
with those who ward off (evil)) He assists the pious by giving them victory.

[2:195]

(Spend your wealth for the cause of Allah) in obedience of Allah so as to perform the lesser pilgrimage, (and
be not cast by your own hands to ruin) Allah says: do not refrain from giving in His cause lest you ruin
yourselves. It is also said that this means: do not be the cause of your own ruin; and it is also said that this
means: do not despair of Allah's mercy lest you ruin yourselves; (and do good) by spending in the cause of
Allah; it is also said that this means: have a good opinion about Allah; and it is also said that this means: be
good in your spending in the way of Allah. (Lo! Allah loveth the beneficent) who spend in His cause. The
verses from (Fight in the way of Allah against those who fight against you) to (and do good. Lo! Allah loveth
the beneficent) were revealed about the Companions who were in ritual consecration with the Prophet
(pbuh) on their way to perform the lesser pilgrimage after the year of al-Hudaybiyyah.

[2:196]

(Perform the pilgrimage and the visit for Allah) so that He may accept them, and this by making them
sincere unto Him and also by performing the pilgrimage to its final completion and by performing the lesser
pilgrimage to the Sacred House. (And if ye are prevented) from performing the pilgrimage or the lesser
pilgrimage because of enemies or ill-health, (then send such gifts as can be obtained with ease) then you
should offer whatever gifts you can obtain: a sheep, cow or camel in order to leave the Sacred Precinct,
(and shave not your heads) if you are prevented (until the gifts) that you have sent (have reached their
destination) where it is going to be immolated. (And whoever among you is sick) and cannot remain in the
place where he is, then he can return home before his gift reaches its destination (or hath an ailment of the
head) or if his head is infested with lice, he should shave it. This verse was revealed about Ka'b Ibn 'Ujrah
who shaved his hair when still in a state of ritual consecration because it was infested with lice, (must pay
ransom of fasting) the ransom is to fast three days (or almsgiving) to six needy people from the inhabitants
of Mecca (or offering) a sheep to be sent to the place of immolation. (And if ye are in safety) from the
enemy and you have recovered from your sickness, then you should make up that which Allah has made
obligatory upon you in the following year, whether it is a question of the pilgrimage or the lesser pilgrimage,
(then whoever contenteth himself with) perfume and clothes after (the visit) the lesser pilgrimage and until
he engages in ritual consecration (for the Pilgrimage (shall give) such gifts) then he should offer a sacrifice
for making 'Umrah before Hajj (dam al-tamattu') and a sacrifice for doing Hajj and 'Umrah simultaneously
(dam al-garan wa'l-mut'a), whether it is a sheep, cow or camel (as can be had with ease. And whoever
cannot find (such gifts)) either a sheep, cow or camel, (then a fast of three days) a fast of three consecutive
days (while on the pilgrimage) in the ten days of the pilgrimage, the last of which being the Day of 'Arafah,
(and of seven when ye have returned) on your way to your families or after you have returned to your
families; (that is, ten in all) in exchange for the gifts. (That) i.e. offering a sacrifice for making 'Umrah before
Haijj (is for him whose folk are not present at the Inviolable Place of Worship) whose family and home is not
in the Sacred Precinct because the inhabitants of the Sacred Precinct are not obligated to give the offering
for making 'Umrah before Hajj. (Observe your duty to Allah) fear Allah if you leave what you have been
commanded to do, (and know that Allah is severe in punishment) towards anyone who leaves what he has
been commanded to do, whether it is the offering of gifts or fasting.

[2:197]

(The pilgrimage is (in) the well known months) ritual consecration for the pilgrimage takes place in the well
known months of Shawwal, Dhu'l-Qa'da, and the first ten days of Dhu'l-Hijja, (and whoever is minded to
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perform the pilgrimage therein) whoever enters in a state of ritual consecration in these months (there is (to
be) no lewdness) no sexual intercourse once in a state of ritual consecration (nor abuse) no verbal abuse or
name calling (nor angry conversation) between one person and another (on the pilgrimage) when in a state
of ritual consecration; it is also said that this means: there is to be no heated argument about the
obligatoriness of the pilgrimage. (And whatsoever good ye do) whatever you abstain from whether it is
lewdness, abuse or angry conversation in the Sacred Precinct (Allah knoweth it) Allah will accept it. (So
make provision for yourselves) O people of sound minds, from the provision of this world; Allah says here:
take from the provisions of this world, O people of sound minds, what is enough to spare you from asking
others, otherwise just trust in Allah; (for the best provision to ward off evil) for trust in Allah is the best
provision in this world. (Therefore keep your duty unto Me) fear Me in the Sacred Precinct, (O men of
understanding). This verse was revealed about some people from the Yemen who used to perform the
pilgrimage without taking any provisions with them. As a consequence, they used to wrongfully obtain
provisions from the settlements they found on their way and hence Allah now prohibited them from doing
So.

[2:198]

(It is no sin) there is no constraint (for you that ye seek the bounty of your Lord (by trading)) by engaging
in trade in the Sacred Precinct. This was revealed about a group of people who were against buying and
selling in the Sacred Precinct, and so legal dispensation was given to allow it. (But, when you press on in the
multitude from 'Arafat) when you return from 'Arafat to the Sacred monument, (remember Allah) with your
heart and tongue (by the Sacred monument. Remember Him as He hath guided you, although before)
before Muhammad (pbuh) the Qur'an and Islam (ye were of the astray) among the unbelievers.

[2:199]

(Then hasten onward from the place whence the multitude hasteneth onward) He says: return from whence
the people of Yemen have returned, (and ask forgiveness of Allah) for your sins. (Lo! Allah is Forgiving) of
those who repent, (Merciful) towards those who die in a state of repentance. This was revealed about a
group of people called the "Hamsiyyun” who did not want to press on from the Inviolable Place of Worship
to 'Arafat during their pilgrimage. Allah warned them against this, commanding them to go to 'Arafat and
then return from there.

[2:200]

(And when ye have completed your devotions) upon finishing the rites of your pilgrimage, (then remember
Allah) say: O Allah! (as ye remember your fathers) as you say: father! It is also said that this means:
remember Allah for the blessings He showered on you as you used to remember the kindness of your
fathers in the pre-Islamic era (or with a more lively remembrance) remember Him more than you used to
remember your fathers. (But of mankind is he who saith) on the standing site: ("Our Lord! Give unto us in
the world,) camels, cows, sheep, male and female slaves and wealth” (and he hath no portion in the
Hereafter) of Paradise by performing the pilgrimage.

[2:201]

(And of them (also) is he who saith: “Our Lord! Give unto us in the world that which is good) of knowledge,
worship, preservation from sins, martyrdom and booty (and in the Hereafter that which is good) Paradise
and its bliss, (and guard us from the doom of Fire) drive away from us the torment of the grave and the
torment of hell”.

[2:202]
(For these) who are thus (there is in store a goodly portion) a great portion in Paradise (out of that which
they have earned) from their pilgrimage. (Allah is swift in reckoning) Allah says: when He takes people to

task, His reckoning is swift; it is also said that this means: swift in His protection. It is said that this means:
His punishment is severe towards those who show off in their devotional works.
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[2:203]

(Remember Allah) by saying: “Allah is great”, “there is no god except Allah” and “glory be to Allah”, (through
the appointed days) during five days: the day of 'Arafah, the day of immolation and the three days after it.
(Then whoso hasteneth (in departure)) to return to his family (by two days) after the day of immolation, (it
is no sin for him) by this hastening, (and whoso delayeth) it to the third day, (it is no sin for him) by this
delay; it is said that this means: there is no reproach on him because of this delay and he shall leave with
his sins forgiven; (that is for him who wardeth off (evil)) He says: hastening departure is for him who avoids
hunting until the third day. (Be careful of your duty to Allah) He says: fear Allah in taking what is hunted
until the third day, (and know that unto Him ye will be gathered) after you die

[2:204]

(And of mankind there is he whose conversation on the life of this world pleaseth thee (Muhammad)) his
speech, words and outward appearance pleases you, (and he calleth Allah to witness as to that which is in
his heart) he swears by Allah that he loves and follows you; (yet he is the most rigid of opponents) yet he
argues about falsehood and is a staunch opponent.

[2:205]

(And when he turneth away (from thee)) when he is angry (his effort in the land is to make mischief
therein) by committing transgressions (and to destroy the crops) and stacks of grain by burning them (and
the cattle) by killing them; (and Allah loveth not mischief) or those who commit it.

[2:206]

(And when it is said unto him: Be careful of your duty to Allah) regarding what you are doing, (pride taketh
him to sin) he takes offence because of his pride. (Hell will settle his account) his destination will be hell, (an
evil resting place). This verse was revealed about al-Akhnas Ibn Shurayq who was both eloquent and good
looking and the Prophet (pbuh) used to like his speech. This person used to say to him that he loved him
and that he was entirely with him in secret and in the open, and used to give his oath to this effect. But he
was a hypocrite and it is alleged that he burned someone's crops and killed a donkey belonging to others.

[2:207]

(And of mankind is he who would sell himself) with his wealth, (seeking the pleasure of Allah) in pursuit of
Allah's pleasure. This was revealed about Suhayb Ibn Sinan and his companions. He ransomed himself from
the Meccans with his money; (and Allah hath compassion on (His) bondmen) those who were killed in
Mecca. This was revealed about the parents of 'Ammar Ibn Yasir (Yasir and Sumayyah) and others who
were killed by the Meccan idolaters.

[2:208]

(O ye who believe! Come, all of you, into submission) come all of you to the prescriptions of the Religion of
Muhammad (pbuh); (and follow not the footsteps of the devil) follow not the embellishments of the devil
regarding the unlawfulness of the Sabbath, the meat of camels and other things. (Lo! He is an open enemy
for you) whose enmity is quite manifest.

[2:209]
(And if ye slide back after the clear proofs have come unto you) after the exposition which is in your
Scripture, (then know that Allah is Mighty) in His vengeance towards anyone who does not follow His

Messenger, (Wise) in abrogating the laws of bygone nations. This was revealed about 'Abdullah Ibn Salam
and his companions because they disliked the Sabbath and the meat of camels amongst other things.
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[2:210]

(Wait they) the people of Mecca (for nothing else than that Allah should come unto them) on the Day of
Judgement, but this coming is without any modality (bila-kayfa) (in the shadows of the clouds with the
angels? Then the case would be already judged) the people of Paradise would already be in Paradise and
the people of hell in hell. (All cases go back to Allah) the consequences of all things go back to Allah in the
Hereafter.

[2:211]

(Ask the children of Israel) tell the children of Jacob (how many a clear revelation We gave them!) how may
times We addressed them with commands and prohibitions, and honoured them with Religion in the time of
Moses, but they exchanged all that with disbelief. (He who altereth the grace of Allah) whoever exchanges
the Religion and Scripture of Allah with disbelief (after it hath come unto him) after what Muhammad has
come with ((for him), lo! Allah is severe in punishment) for whoever disbelieves in Him.

[2:212]

(Beautified is the life of the world) what is in this world of comfortable living (for those who disbelieve) Abu
Jahl and his entourage; (they make a jest of believers) Salman [al-Farisi], Bilal [Ibn Rabah], Suhayb [al-
Rumi] and their fellow believers because of their abject poverty. (But those who ward off) disbelief and
ascribing partners to Allah: i.e. Salman and his fellow believers (will be above them) in this world by having
a strong argument against them and also by having status and standing (on the Day of Resurrection. Allah
giveth) abundant wealth (without stint) without faltering or affectation; it is also said that He gives to
whoever He wills in Paradise without stint (to whom He will).

[2:213]

(Mankind were) in the times of Noah and Abraham (one community) of disbelievers; as it is said that this
means: there were in the time of Abraham followers of the true Religion (Muslims), (and Allah sent
Prophets) from the children of Noah and Abraham (as bearers of good tidings) of Paradise for whoever
believes in Allah (and as warners) from hell for whoever does not believe in Allah, (and revealed therewith
the Scripture) He sent down Gabriel to them with the Scripture, (with the Truth) expositing what is true and
what is false (that it might judge) so that each prophet would judge by his Scripture (between mankind
concerning that wherein they differed) in Religion; it is also said that this means: so that the Scripture is
used as a final authority; and it is also said that this means: so that the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) rules
them by the Scripture. (And only those unto whom (the Scripture) was given differed concerning it)
concerning the Religion and Muhammad (pbuh) (after clear proofs had come unto them) clear proofs from
their own Scripture, (through hatred one of another) out of resentful envy from their part and this is why
they disbelieved in it. (And Allah by His will guided those who believe) by means of the prophets (unto the
Truth of that concerning which they differed) in Religion. It is also said that this means: Allah protected the
believers by means of the prophets from that which they differed over in matters of Religion, and directed
them from falsehood to the Truth. (Allah guideth whom He will) whomever deserves it; and it is also said
that this means: Allah holds firm whomever He wills by His grace and will (unto a straight path) unto an
established religion that He is pleased with.

[2:214]

(Or think ye) O group of believers!-referring here to 'Uthman [Ibn 'Affan] and his fellow believers-(that ye
will enter Paradise while yet there hath not come unto you the like of (that which came to) those who
passed away before you?) i.e. without being tried as were the believers who came before you. (Affliction)
fear, calamities, hardships (and adversity) sickness, pain and hunger (befell them) visited them, (they were
shaken as with an earthquake) in hardship, (till the Messenger (of Allah)) until their Messenger (and those
who believed along with him) those who believed in him (said: When cometh Allah's help) over the enemy?
Allah said to that Prophet: (Now surely Allah's help) over your enemy by means of your safety (is near).
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[2:215]

(They ask thee (O Muhammad)) and this was before the verse of inheritance was revealed (what they shall
spend) to whom they should give in charity. (Say: That which ye spend for good) of your wealth ((must go)
to parents and near kindred) later, giving charity to parents was abrogated by the verse on inheritance (and
orphans) He says: give in charity to the orphans (and the needy) the needy among people (and the
wayfarer) the guest who drops by. (And whatsoever good ye do) whatever wealth you spend on these, (lo!
Allah is Aware of it) Allah knows it as He knows your intention and He will reward you for it.

[2:216]

(Warfare is ordained for you) in times of a general call to arms with the Prophet (pbuh) (though it is hateful
unto you) hard on you; (but it may happen that ye hate a thing) fighting in the way of Allah (which is good
for you) in that you obtain martyrdom and spoils, (and it may happen that ye love a thing) abstaining from
fighting in the way of Allah (which is bad for you) in that you will not obtain martyrdom or spoils. (And Allah
knoweth) that fighting in His way is better for you, (ye know not) that abstention from fighting in His way is
bad for you. This was revealed about Sa'd Ibn Abi Waqgas, al-Migdad Ibn al-Aswad and their associates. It
was then revealed regarding 'Abdullah Ibn Jahsh and his companions who killed 'Amr Ibn al-Hadrami and
their asking about warfare during the sacred month-in reference here to Rajab: i.e. the last afternoon of
Jumada II, before seeing the moon of Rajab-for the unbelievers had censored them from doing so.

[2:217]

And so Allah said: (They question thee (O Muhammad) with regard to warfare in the sacred month) about
waging war in the month of Rajab. (Say: Warfare therein) in the month of Rajab (is a great (transgression))
deserving a great punishment, (but to turn (men) from the way of Allah) but preventing people from the
Religion of Allah and His obedience, (and to disbelieve in Him and in the Inviolable Place of Worship) and
turning people away from the Inviolable Place of Worship, (and to expel its people from it, is a greater sin)
deserving a greater punishment (with Allah) than the killing of 'Amr Ibn al-Hadrami; (for persecution)
associating partners with Allah (is worse than slaughter) the slaughter of 'Amr Ibn al-Hadrami. (And they),
the people of Mecca, (will not cease from fighting against you till they have made you renegades from your
religion) the religion of Islam, (if they can) if they are able to do so. (And whoso becometh a renegade)
whoever renounces Islam (and dieth in his disbelief: such are they whose works have fallen) their works are
thwarted and their good deeds rejected (both in the world and the Hereafter) and they will not be rewarded
in the Hereafter. (And such are rightful owners of the Fire) the people of hell: (they will abide therein
forever) they will neither die nor leave it.

[2:218]

The following was also revealed about 'Abdullah Ibn Jahsh and his companions: (Lo! Those who believe) in
Allah and His Messenger, (and those who emigrate) from Mecca to Medina (and strive in the way of Allah)
by killing the unbeliever 'Amr Ibn al-Hadrami, (these have hope in Allah's mercy) they shall obtain Allah's
Garden. (And Allah is Forgiving) of what they have done, (Merciful) towards them, since He did not punish
them.

[2:219]

(They question thee about strong drink and games of chance). This was revealed about 'Umar Ibn al-
Khattab who prayed: “O Allah! Show us Your judgement regarding alcoholic drinks!” So Allah said to
Muhammad (pbuh): (Say) O Muhammad! (in both is great sin) this is after they were declared unlawful,
(and (some) utility for men) by means of their trading, i.e. before they were unlawful; (but the sin of them)
after their being declared unlawful (is greater than their usefulness) before they were made unlawful; and
then both were prohibited. (And they ask thee what they ought to spend). This was revealed about 'Amr Ibn
al-Jamuh who asked the Prophet (pbuh): “"What should we spend from our wealth”. Allah told His Prophet:
they ask you about what they should spend from their wealth. (Say: That which is superfluous) that which is
in surplus to your sustenance requirements and of food for your dependents. But this was abrogated by
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those verses on the poor-due. (Thus Allah maketh plain to you (the) revelations) the commands and
prohibitions and the insignificance of this world, (that ye may reflect) that it is evanescent.

[2:220]

(Upon the world and the Hereafter) that it is lasting. (And they question thee concerning orphans). This was
revealed about 'Abdullah Ibn Rawahah who asked the Prophet (pbuh) about whether it was lawful to share
food, drink and shelter with orphans. Allah told His Prophet: they ask you about sharing food, drink and
shelter with orphans, (Say) O Muhammad: (To improve their lot) and their wealth (is best) rather than not
sharing with them. (And if you mingle your affairs with theirs) as regards food, drink and shelter, (then (they
are) your brothers) in Religion and you should therefore safeguard their shares. (And Allah knoweth him
who spoileth) the wealth of orphans (from him who improveth) their wealth. (Had Allah willed He could have
overburdened you) He could have forbidden such sharing. (Indeed Allah is Mighty) and takes revenge
against whoever spoils the wealth of orphans, (Wise) ruling that the wealth of orphans should be improved.

[2:221]

(Wed not idolatresses). This was revealed about Marthad Ibn Abi Marthad Al-Ghanawi who wanted to marry
an idolatress woman by the name of 'Inaq. Allah prohibited such marriage, saying: do not marry idolatresses
women (till they believe) in Allah; (for lo! A believing bondwoman) marrying a believing slave woman (is
better than an idolatress) who is a free woman (though she pleases you) though you may like her
comeliness and beauty; (and give not your daughters in marriage to idolaters till they believe) in Allah, (for
lo! A believing slave) Allah says: giving your daughters in marriage to a believing slave (is better than an
idolater) is better than your daughter marrying an idolater who is free (though he pleases you) though his
body and strength may please you. (These invite unto the Fire) they invite to disbelief and to works that
lead to hell, (and Allah inviteth unto the Garden) by means of His divine Oneness, (and unto forgiveness)
through repentance (by His grace) by His leave, (and He expoundeth thus His revelations) His commands
and prohibitions regarding marriage (to mankind that they may remember) so that they may take
admonition and refrain from unlawful marriage.

[2:222]

(They question thee (O Muhammad) concerning menstruation) this was revealed about Abu'l-Dahdah who
asked the Prophet (pbuh) about it. Allah said to His Prophet: they ask you about sexual intercourse during
menstruation, (Say) O Muhammad: (it is harmful) it is filth and unlawful, (so keep away from women at such
time) so refrain from having sexual intercourse during menstruation (and go not unto them) do not have sex
with them (till they are cleansed) of menstruation. (And when they have purified themselves) and have had
a major ritual ablution (ghusl), (then go in unto them) you may have sex with them (as Allah hath enjoined
upon you) as you were dispensed to do before, i.e. penetration ought to be in the pudendum. (Truly Allah
loveth those who turn unto Him) those who repent of transgression (and loveth those who have a care for
cleanness) those who have a care for turning away from transgression and filth.

[2:223]

(Your women are a tilth for you (to cultivate)) He says: the vulvas of your wives are plantations for your
offspring (so go to your tilth) your plantations (as ye will) as you please, from behind or front as long as the
penetration is in the pudendum, (and send (good deeds) before you for your souls) righteous children, (and
fear Allah) regarding penetrating your wives in their anus or having sex with them during menstruation, (and
know that ye will (one day) meet Him) that you will see Him after you die and He will reward you according
to your deeds. (Give glad tidings to believers (O Muhammad)) Allah says: give glad tidings, O Muhammad,
to the believers, who ward off penetrating their wives in their anus and further abstain from having sex with
them when they are menstruating, that Paradise will be theirs.

[2:224]

(And make not Allah, by your oaths, a hindrance) a reason by means of which you make your oaths. This
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was revealed about 'Abdullah Ibn Rawahah who swore not to show kindness to his sister and her husband
and not to speak with them or make up between them. But Allah warned him against doing so, saying: do
not make Allah a reason by means of which you make oaths, (to your being righteous) that you should not
honour your oath (and observing your duty unto Him) and ward off severing ties of kinship (and making
peace) and not make peace (among mankind). He says: return to that which is better for you and make
amend for your oaths; it is also said that this means: avoid making oaths by Allah about not showing
kindness to anyone and your not making peace between people. (For Allah is Hearer) of your oath to stop
showing kindness to people, (Knower) of your intentions and the amends that will absolve you from your
oaths.

[2:225]

(Allah will not take you to task for that which is unintentional in your oaths) by imposing amends for
unintentional oaths such as saying: “No, by Allah” or “Yes indeed, by Allah” upon buying and selling and
upon other instances of idle talk. (But He will take you to task for that which your hearts have garnered)
what is hidden in your hearts. (And Allah is Forgiving) of your unintentional oaths, (Clement) in that He does
not hasten punishment upon you; it is also said: idle talk is an oath for committing transgression. If one
refrains from it and makes amends, then Allah does not take one to task for it; but if one does not refrain
from so doing, then Allah will take one to task for it.

[2:226]

(Those who forswear their wives) those who abstain from having sex with their wives because of an oath
they have made, should not touch them for a period of four months (may wait up to four months) they
should wait four months; (then, if they change their mind) if they have sex with them before the elapse of
four months, (lo! Allah is Forgiving) that they have not honoured their oath, provided they repent, (Merciful)
in that He made the amends due on them clear.

[2:227]

(And if they decide upon divorce) have actually divorced and honoured their oaths ((let them remember
that) Allah is Hearer) of one's oath, (Knower) of the fact that one's wife has been divorced through one
single pronouncement of divorce after a period of fourth months and through honouring the oath that was
made. This verse was revealed about a man who swore not to have sex with his wife for four months or
longer. If this man had honoured his oath, his wife would have been considered divorced from him, one
single act of divorce; if, on the other hand, he had sex with her before the elapse of this period, he should
make amends for breaking his oath.

[2:228]

(Women who are divorced) through one or two pronouncements of divorce (shall wait) shall wait a certain
time called the waiting period, (keeping themselves apart, three (monthly) courses) for three menstruation
periods. (And it is not lawful for them that they should conceal) their pregnancy (that which Allah hath
created in their wombs) of offspring (if they are believers in Allah and the Last Day. And their husbands
would do better to take them back) to take them back as their wives (in that case) during the waiting period
or if they are pregnant (if they desire reconciliation.) This is because in the early period of Islam, when a
man divorced his wife via one or two pronouncements of divorce, he had a better right to take her back
after the lapse of the waiting period, before her marrying again. Later, the right to take one's wife back was
abrogated by the saying of Allah: (Divorce must be pronounced twice). Similarly, a man had a better right to
take his wife back if she were pregnant, even if he had pronounced her divorce a thousand times. This was
however abrogated by Allah's saying: (divorce them for their (legal) period) [65:1]. (And they (women) have
rights) and inviolability with their husbands (similar to those) of their husbands (over them in kindness) in
kind companionship and intercourse, (and men are a degree above them) in relation to the reasoning
faculty, inheritance, blood money, as witnesses in court and also that which they owe them in terms of
expenditure and service. (Allah is Mighty) in that He is vengeful vis-a-vis whoever leaves that which is
between a husband and wife of rights and inviolability, (Wise) regarding that which He has ruled between
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them.
[2:229]

(Divorce must be pronounced twice) He says: the divorce in which a man is entitled to take back his wife is
pronounced once on two separate occasions (and then (a woman) must be retained) before she is
pronounced divorced a third time and before performing major ritual ablution from the third menstruation
(in honour) with kind companionship and intercourse (or released in kindness) or divorced a third time with
such kindness as restores her rights. (And it is not lawful for you that ye take from women aught of that
which ye have given them) of dowry; (except (in the case) when both arbiters) when the husband and wife
both know that she wants to ransom her divorce (fear that they may not be able to keep the limits (imposed
by) Allah) the rulings of Allah regulating the relationship between husband and wife. (And if ye fear) if you
know (that they may not be able to keep the limits (imposed by) Allah) the rulings of Allah regulating the
relationship between husband and wife, (in that case it is no sin for either of them) and especially the
husband (if the woman ransom herself) if the husband takes what the woman ransoms herself with, out of
the generosity of her soul. This verse was revealed about Thabit Ibn Qays Ibn Shammas whose wife Jamilah
was the daughter of 'Abdullah Ibn Ubayy Ibn Salul, chief of the hypocrites. This woman ransomed her
divorce from her husband by giving him back what he gave her as dowry. (These are the limits of Allah) the
rulings of Allah regulating the relationship between husband and wife, (Transgress them not) do not step
beyond that which Allah has prohibited. (For whoso transgresseth Allah's limits) steps beyond them: (such
are wrong-doers) harmful to themselves.

[2:230]

Allah then went back to His saying: (Divorce must be pronounced twice) saying: (And if he hath divorced
her) i.e. the third time, (then she is not lawful unto him thereafter) after the third divorce (until she hath
wedded another husband) and the marriage must be consummated. (Then if he (the other husband) divorce
her) this was revealed about 'Abd al-Rahman Ibn al-Zubayr, (it is no sin for both of them) the first husband
and the woman (that they come together again) with a new dowry and marriage contract (if they consider)
if they know (that they are able to observe the limits of Allah) the rulings of Allah regulating the relationship
between husband and wife. (These are the limits of Allah) these are Allah's rulings and obligations. (He
manifesteth them for people who have knowledge) they are from Allah and believe them to be so.

[2:231]

(When ye have divorced women) one pronouncement of divorce, (and they have reached their term) their
waiting period before they have a major ritual ablution after the third menstruation, (then retain them) take
them back as your wives (in kindness) with kind companionship and intercourse (or release them) let them
have their major ritual ablution and end the waiting period (in kindness) that will restore their rights. (Retain
them not to their hurt) in a way that causes their hurt (so that ye transgress (the limits)) that you transgress
against them by prolonging their waiting period for them. (He who doeth that) he who so hurts his wife
(hath wronged his own soul) has caused harm to himself. (Make not the revelations of Allah) His commands
and prohibitions (a laughing stock (by your behaviour)) by not acting upon them, (but remember Allah's
grace upon you) preserve Allah's blessing on you Who gave you Islam (and that which He hath revealed
unto you of the Scripture) in the Scripture of commands and prohibitions (and of wisdom) the lawful and the
unlawful, (whereby He doth exhort you) prohibits you from hurting them. (Observe your duty to Allah) fear
Allah if you hurt them (and know that Allah is Aware of all things) harming others as well as other things.

[2:232]

(And when ye have divorced women) one or two pronouncements of divorce (and they have reached their
term) have completed their waiting period and want to return to their first husbands with a new dowry and
marriage contract, (place not difficulties in the way of) do not prevent them (their marrying their husbands if
it is agreed between them in kindness) a new dowry and marriage contract. (This) what is mentioned above
(is an admonition) a command (for him among you who believeth in Allah and the Last Day. This) what is
mentioned above (is more virtuous) better (for you, and cleaner) for your hearts and theirs from misgivings
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and enmity. (Allah knoweth) the love of the wife for her husband: (while ye know not) this. This verse was
revealed about Ma'qil Ibn Yasar al-Muzani who prevented his sister Jamilah from returning to her first
husband 'Abdullah Ibn 'Asim with a new dowry and marriage contract. Allah forbade him from doing so.

[2:233]

(Mothers) who are divorced (shall suckle their children for two whole years; (that is) for those who wish to
complete the suckling) of the child. (The duty of feeding) of suckling the child (and clothing nursing mothers
in a seemly manner) without excess or stinginess (is upon the father of the child. No soul should be
charged) for providing sustenance for suckling (beyond its capacity) except in proportion of what Allah has
given it of wealth. (A mother should not be made to suffer because of her child) by taking her child from her
after having accepted what was given to someone else for suckling her child, (nor should he whom the child
is born) i.e. the father ((be made to suffer) because of his child) by handing him the child after the latter
became familiar with his mother and would not take any other breast. (And on the (father's) heir) the heir of
the father and it is also said the heir of the child (is incumbent the like of that (which was incumbent on the
father)) in terms of providing sustenance and avoiding causing harm, in case this person is not the father.
(If they) the mother and father (desire to wean the child by mutual consent) of the father and mother (and
(after) consultation) between them, (it is no sin for them) i.e. the father and mother, if they do not suckle
the child two full years; (and if ye wish to give your children out to nurse) by other than the mother and the
latter wants to remarry, (it is no sin for you) for both the mother and father, (provided that ye pay what is
due from you) provided that you spend what you have given (in kindness) in consent and without any
disagreement. (And observe your duty to Allah) fear Allah regarding harming and disagreement, (and know
that Allah is Seer of what ye do).

[2:234]

(Such of you as die) among your men (and leave behind them wives, they (the wives) shall wait) a waiting
period, (keeping themselves apart, four months and ten days. And when they reach the term (prescribed for
them)) when they complete their waiting period (then there is no sin for you) for the relatives of the
deceased (in aught that they may do with themselves) in terms of making themselves attractive (in decency)
for the purpose of remarrying. (And Allah is Informed of what ye do) whether it is good or evil.

[2:235]

(There is no sin on you) there is no harm in talking (in that which ye proclaim or hide in your mind
concerning your troth with women) concerning your offer to the woman whose husband is dead, before the
waiting period ends, that you desire to marry her after the waiting period, such as saying to her: “If Allah
unites us lawfully, I would like that”. (Allah knoweth that you will remember them) remember marrying
them. (But plight not your troth with them) to have sexual intercourse with them (except by uttering a
recognised form of words) properly and unequivocally by saying for example: “If Allah unites us lawfully, I
would like that”, and no more. (And do not consummate the marriage until (the term) prescribed is run)
until the waiting period comes to an end. (And know that Allah knoweth what is in your minds) in your
hearts whether you are going to honour your pledge or not, (so beware of Him) beware of contravening
Him; (and know that Allah is Forgiving) of those who repent of transgressing against Him, (Clement) since
He does not hasten His punishment upon those who transgress against Him.

[2:236]

(There is no sin on you if ye divorce women while yet ye have not touched them) while you have not had
sex with them, (nor appointed unto them a portion) or have not specified a dowry for them. (Provide for
them) as divorce requires, (the rich according to his means, and the strained according to his means, a fair
provision) this is in surplus of the price given to the prostitute for her services (mahr al-baghiy), the least
amount of it consists of a chemise, a head covering and a wrap. ((This is) a bounden duty for those who do
good) it is an obligation upon those who believe in the divine Oneness of Allah because it is a substitute for
the dowry.
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[2:237]

Then Allah exposited on the legal ruling of she whose dowry had been specified, saying: (And if ye divorce
them before ye have touched them) before you have had sexual intercourse with them (and ye have
appointed unto them a portion) you have specified a dowry for them, (then (pay the) half of that which ye
appointed) half of the dowry you specified, (unless they (the women) agree to forgo it) unless the woman
forgoes her right and leaves it to the husband, (or he agreeth to forgo it in whose is the marriage tie), or the
husband forgoes his right and gives the woman her full dowry. (To forgo) your rights (is nearer to piety) is
nearer to piety for the God-fearing. Allah says here to the husband and wife: it is more conducive to God-
fearing if you forgo your right to the other; (And forget not kindness among yourselves) Allah says to both:
continue to be kind and generous to each other. (Indeed Allah is Seer of what ye do) of acts of kindness and
generosity.

[2:238]

Allah then prompted the believers to observe the five daily prayers, saying: (Be guardians of your prayers)
the five daily prayers including the ritual ablution that precede them, their bowings, prostrations, and
everything prescribed in them during their appointed times, (and of the midmost prayer) the 'Asr prayer
specifically, (and stand up with devotion to Allah) pray to Allah, by performing the bowings and prostrations
this prayer includes; it is also said that this means: pray to Him by being obedient to Him in the prayer and
not disobedient through engagement in mundane talk.

[2:239]

(And if ye go in fear) of the enemy's sword, (then (pray) standing or on horseback) in whatever direction.
(And when ye are again in safety) from the enemy, (remember Allah) pray to Allah performing the bowings
and prostrations, (as He hath taught you) in the Qur'an: the traveller prays two units of prayer while the
resident prays four units (that which ye knew not) before the revelation of the Qur'an.

[2:240]

((In the case of) those who are about to die and leave behind them wives, they should bequeath unto their
wives a provision) regarding their wealth (for the year) sustenance and habitation for a year (without
turning them out) of the houses of their husbands, (but if they go out) of their own accord, or if they marry
before the lapse of a year (there is no sin on you) on the inheritors of the deceased to stop providing
sustenance and habitation after she leaves the house of her husband or remarries (in that which they do of
themselves) nor is there any blame on them in what the wives do to themselves (within their rights) looking
forward to remarriage, making themselves beautiful for this purpose. This, i.e. the sustenance due on the
deceased towards any wife he leaves behind, was however abrogated by her inheritance. (Allah is Mighty)
for He is vengeful towards any that leaves what He has commanded, (Wise) in that He abrogated
apportioning a year of sustenance and habitation to the wife whose husband is deceased and substituted it
with what is due to her of inheritance: a quarter or eighth of the deceased's wealth.

[2:241]

(For divorced women a provision in kindness) with generosity and kindness: (a duty for those who ward off
(evil)). It is an obligation because it is in surplus to the dowry, and it is done out of generosity.

[2:242]

(Thus Allah expoundeth unto you His revelations) His commands and prohibitions (so that ye may
understand) what you have been commanded to do.

[2:243]

Then Allah mentioned the story of the fighters among the Children of Israel, saying: (Bethink thee (O
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Muhammad)) have you not been informed, O Muhammad, (of those of old, who went forth from their
habitations) to fight their enemies (in their thousands) eight thousand in total, but they proved too cowardly
to fight, (fearing death) out of fear of being killed, (and Allah said unto them: Die) Allah killed them on the
spot, (and then He brought them back to life) after eight days. (Lo! Allah is the Lord of Kindness to
mankind) to these people for He brought them back to life, (but most of mankind give not thanks) for life.

[2:244]

Allah then said to them after He brought them back to life: (And fight in the way of Allah) in obedience of
Allah against your enemies, (and know that Allah is Hearer) of what you say, (Knower) of your intentions
and the punishment that is going to visit you if you disobey what you have been commanded to do.

[2:245]

Allah then prompted the believer to give in charity, saying: (Who is it that will lend unto Allah a goodly loan)
in charity sincerely wanting nothing but the sake of Allah, (so that He may give it increase manifold for
him?) every act is rewarded a thousand times (Allah straiteneth) withholds wealth from people (and
enlargeth) gives plenty to whomever He wills in this worldly life. (Unto Him ye will return) after you die and
He will requite each according to his works. This verse was revealed about a man from the Helpers (al-
Ansar) named Abu'l-Dahdah or Abu'l-Dahdahah.

[2:246]

(Bethink thee) have you not been told (of the leaders of the Children of Israel after Moses, how they said
unto a prophet whom they had) the prophet is Samuel (Shamwil): (Set up for us a king) show to us the king
of this army (and we will fight) under his command against our enemy (in Allah's way) in Allah's obedience.
(He said: Would ye then) do you suppose then that you will (refrain from fighting if fighting) against your
enemy (were prescribed for you?) made obligatory upon you. (They said: why should we not fight in Allah's
way when we have been expelled from our dwellings) from our homes (and separated from our children)
who were taken as slaves? (Yet, when fighting was prescribed for them) was made obligatory upon them,
(they turned away) they refrained from fighting their enemy, (all save a few of them) 313 men. (And Allah is
Aware of evil-doers) who shy away from fighting their enemy.

[2:247]

(The Prophet) Samuel (said unto them: Lo! Allah hath raised up) identified (Saul to be king for you. They
said: How can) it be justified that (he have kingdom over us) for he is not of royal descent (when we are
more deserving of the kingdom than he is) for we are of royal descent, (since he hath not been given wealth
enough) to spend on the army? (He) Samuel (said: Lo! Allah hath chosen him) to be king and sovereign
(above you, and hath increased him abundantly in wisdom) the knowledge of warfare (and stature) size and
physical strength. (Allah bestoweth His sovereignty on whom he will) in this life even if he is not of royal
descent. (Allah is All-Embracing) in His gift, (All-Knowing) about whom He gives to, because they said to
their prophet that it was he who chose Saul rather than his being appointed by Allah.

[2:248]

(And their Prophet) Samuel (said unto them: Lo! The token) the sign (of his kingdom) that it is from Allah (is
that there shall come unto you the Ark) that was taken from you (wherein is peace of reassurance) mercy
and tranquillity; it is also said that this means: it includes the wind (the triumph) of his victory, of golden
colour in the form of a human face (from your Lord, and a remnant of that which the house of Moses) a
remnant of Moses, i.e. his Scripture; as it is said: his tablets and staff (and the house of Aaron left behind)
what Aaron had left behind, namely his cloak and turban, (the angels bearing it) the angels leading it. (Lo!
Herein) in giving you back the Ark (shall be a token) a sign (for you) that he has been made king by Allah (if
(in truth) ye are believers).

[2:249]
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When they were given the Ark back, they accepted him as their king and went out with him to fight. (And
when Saul set out) went forth (with the army) through a wasteland and became very thirsty, they asked him
to provide them with water, (he) i.e. Saul (said: Lo! Allah will try you by a river) Allah will test you by a
flowing river. (Whosoever therefore drinketh thereof) from the river (he is not of me) he is not going to be
with me in the fight against my enemy and will not go further, (and whoever tasteth it not he is of me)
against my enemy, but then he made an exception, (save him who taketh (thereof) in the hollow of his
hand) and this was enough for them, their beasts and transportation. (But they drank thereof) when they
reached the river however they drank as much as they wanted to, (all save a few of them) 313 men who did
not drink except as they had been directed. (And after he had crossed) the river, (he) i.e. Saul (and those
who believed with him, they said) to each other: (We have no power this day against Goliath and his hosts.
But those who knew) and were convinced (that they would meet Allah) in person after they died (exclaimed:
How many a little company) of believers (hath overcome a mighty host) of unbelievers (by Allah's leave!) by
the help of Allah. (And Allah is with the steadfast) He assists the steadfast in war by giving them victory.

[2:250]

(And when they went into the field against Goliath and his hosts they) those who believed (said: Our Lord!
Bestow on us endurance) honour us by bestowing patience on us, (make our foothold sure) in war, (and
give us victory against the disbelieving folk) Goliath and his people.

[2:251]

(So they routed them by Allah's leave) by Allah's help (and David) the Prophet (slew Goliath) the unbeliever;
(and Allah gave him the kingdom) Allah gave David sovereignty over the Children of Israel (and wisdom)
understanding and prophethood, (and taught him of that which He willeth) i.e. how to make armour. (And if
Allah had not repelled some men by others) as He repelled through David the evil of Goliath from the
Children of Israel (the earth would have been corrupted). He says: Allah repelled from the believers, by
means of the prophets, the evil of their enemies, and He repelled from those who refrained from
participating in the fight for Allah's sake, by means of those who fought in His sake, the evil of their
enemies. If it were not thus, the earth would have been corrupted. (But Allah is a Lord of Kindness to all the
worlds) by this repelling.

[2:252]

(These are the revelations of Allah) i.e. the Qur'an which relates the events of past nations (which We recite
unto thee (Muhammad)) which We send Gabriel with to you (with Truth) to exposit the Truth and falsehood,
(and lo! thou art of the number of (the) messengers) to all human beings and jinn;

[2:253]

(Of those messengers) whom We have named for you, (some of whom We have caused to excel others) by
bestowing honour upon them, (and of whom there are some unto whom Allah spake) this is Moses, (while
some of them He exalted (above others) in degrees) this is Abraham whom Allah took as a friend, and
Enoch whom Allah raised to an elevated place; (and We gave Jesus son of Mary clear proofs) commands,
prohibitions and the working of marvels (and We supported him) strengthened and assisted him (with the
holy Spirit) with Gabriel, the pure. (And if Allah had so willed it, those who followed after them) after Moses
and Jesus (would not have fought one with another) differed with one another (after clear proofs had come
unto them) the exposition in their Scriptures of the description and traits of Muhammad. (But they differed)
in the matter of Religion, (some of them believing) in every Scripture and Messenger (and some
disbelieving) in the Scriptures and messengers. (And if Allah had so willed it, they would not have fought
one with another) they would not have differed with one another in the matter of the religion; (but Allah
doeth what He will) with His servants.

[2:254]
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After this, Allah prompted them to give in charity, saying: (O ye who believe! spend of that wherewith We
have provided you) give in charity from the wealth We have given you for the sake of Allah (ere a day) the
Day of Judgement (come when there will be no trafficking) no ransom is accepted, (nor friendship, nor
intercession) for the disbelievers. (Disbelievers) in Allah (are the wrong-doers) who ascribe partners with
Allah.

[2:255]

Allah then praises Himself, saying: (Allah! There is no God save Him, the Alive) Who dies not, (the Eternal)
the Self-existent Who has no beginning. (Neither slumber nor) deep (sleep overtaketh Him) such that He is
distracted from running and commanding it. (Unto Him belongeth whatever is in the heavens) of angels
(and whatever is in the earth) of created beings. (Who is he that intercedeth with Him) from amongst the
dwellers of the heavens and the earth on the Day of Judgement (save by His leave?) except by His
command? (He knoweth that which is in front of them) in front of the angels regarding the matter of the
Hereafter and who is to intercede (and that which is behind them) of the life of this world, (while they
encompass nothing of His knowledge save that He will). Allah says: the angels know nothing of the
Hereafter or of the life of this world save that which Allah has taught them. (His throne includeth the heaven
and the earth) He says that His Chair extends far beyond the heavens and the earth, (and He is never weary
of preserving them) it is not burdensome for Him to preserve the Throne and Chair without the angels. (He
is the Sublime) more sublime than anything, (the Tremendous) more tremendous than anything.

[2:256]

(There is no compulsion in religion) no one from among the people of the Book and the Magians should be
coerced to believe in the divine Oneness of Allah after the Arabs' embrace of Islam. (The right direction is
henceforth distinct from error) faith from disbelief and Truth from falsehood. The following was revealed
about Mundhir Ibn Sawi al-Tamimi: (And he who rejecteth false deities) the command of the devil and the
worship of idols (and believeth in Allah) and in what has come forth from Him (hath grasped a firm
handhold) has taken in trust “there is no God save Allah” (which will never break) will never cease, vanish or
perish; it is also said that this means: for him who believes in it, the bliss of Paradise will never cease and he
will never be taken out of Paradise, nor will he perish by staying in the Fire. (Allah is Hearer) of this speech,
(Knower) of its reward and bliss.

[2:257]

(Allah is the Protecting Friend of those who believe) He protects and gives victory to the believers, referring
here to 'Abdullah Ibn Salam and his companions. (He bringeth them out of darkness into light) He gave
them success and brought them out of disbelief into faith. (As for those who disbelieve) i.e. Ka'b Ibn al-
Ashraf and his companions, (their patrons are false deities) the devil. (They bring them out of light into
darkness) they invite them from faith to disbelief. (Such are rightful owners of the Fire) the dwellers of hell.
(They will abide therein forever) never to die or leave it.

[2:258]

(Bethink thee) have you not been informed (of him who had an argument with Abraham about his Lord)
about the Religion of his Lord, (because Allah had given him the kingdom) he is Nimrod Ibn Canaan; (how,
when Abraham said: My Lord is He Who giveth life and causeth death) gives life upon the resurrection and
causes death by ending the life of this world, (he answered: I give life and cause death. Abraham said) give
me proof of what you say. So Nimrod brought two prisoners, killed one and spared the other and then said:
this is my proof. When he saw this, Abraham said: (Lo! Allah causeth the sun to rise in the East) from the
direction of the East, (so do thou cause it to come up from the West) from the direction of the West. (Thus
was the disbeliever abashed) the one who disbelieved kept quiet and could not argue. (And Allah guideth
not) to the right argument (wrong-doing folk) the unbelievers, referring here to Nimrod.

[2:259]
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(Or (bethink thee) the like of him who, passing by a township) He says: do you not know about 'Uzayr Ibn
Shurahya who passed by the township of Dayr Hiragl (which had fallen into utter ruin, exclaimed: How shall
Allah give this township life after its death) How can Allah bring the people of this township back to life after
their death? (So Allah made him die) right on the spot (a hundred years, then brought him back to life) at
the end of the day. (He) Allah (said: How long hast thou tarried) O 'Uzayr? (He said: I have tarried for a
day) and then looked at the sun still in the horizon and said (or part of a day. He) Allah (said: Nay, but thou
hast tarried) you were dead (for a hundred years. Just look at thy food) figs and grapes (and drink) juice
(which have not rotted! Look at thine ass!) look at the bones of your ass how white they look! (And, that We
may make thee a token) a sign (to mankind) regarding the matter of bringing the dead to life, that they will
be resurrected in the same state they died in, because 'Uzayr died young and was brought back to life as a
young person. It is said that Allah made him a lesson for people, for he died when he was 40 years old and
was brought back to life when his son was 120 years old, (look at the bones) the bones of your ass, (how
We adjust them and then cover them with flesh!) after this. He then said: We will make grow on it nerves
and veins, flesh, skin and hair and put the spirit in it. (And when (the matter) became clear unto him) how
Allah gathers the bones, (he said: I know) I had known (that Allah is Able to do all things) of life and death.

[2:260]

(And when Abraham) also (said: My Lord! Show me how Thou givest life to the dead) how you gather the
bones of the dead again, (He said: Dost thou not believe?) are you not convinced? (Abraham said: Yea) I
am convinced, (but (I ask) in order that my heart may be at ease) in order that the heat of my heart abates
and so that I know that I am your friend and that my prayers are answered. ((His Lord) said: Take four of
the birds) of different kinds: a cockerel, a raven, a duck and a peacock (and cause them to incline unto you)
cut them into pieces, (then place a part of them on each hill) four different hills, (then call them) by their
names, (they will come to thee) walking (in haste). (And know) O Abraham! (that Allah is Mighty) for He is
vengeful against those who do not believe in bringing the dead back to life, (Wise) He gathers the bones of
the dead and bring them back to life, just as He gathered these birds and brought them back to life.

[2:261]

Then Allah mentioned the spending of the believers in the way of Allah, saying: (The likeness of those who
spend their wealth in Allah's way) He says: the likeness of the wealth of those who spend in His way (is as
the likeness of a grain which groweths seven ears, in every ear a hundred grains) likewise, Allah multiplies
what the believers spend in His way from one to seven hundred fold. (Allah giveth increase manifold) in
surplus of this (to whom He will) to whomever deserves it; it is also said: to whomever Allah accepts his
spending. (Allah is All-Embracing) by multiplying his reward manifold, (All-Kknowing) of what the believers
spend and of their intentions.

[2:262]

(Those who spend their wealth for the cause of Allah) this was revealed about 'Uthman Ibn 'Affan and 'Abd
al-Rahman Ibn 'Awf, (and afterward make not reproach) to Allah (and injury) upon whom they spend it on
(to follow that which they have spent) after their spending; (their reward is with their Lord) in Paradise, (and
there shall no fear come upon them) regarding any future torment, (neither shall they grieve) about what
they have left behind.

[2:263]

(A kind word) a good word for your brother, in his absence, by praying for him and praising him in front of
other people, (with forgiveness) that overlooks any misdeed (is better) for him and you (than almsgiving
followed by injury) than reminding him about your favour upon him which will hurt him. (Allah is Absolute)
in His freedom from the need of such a person's charity, (Clement) for He does not hasten the punishment
of this person.

[2:264]
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(O ye who believe! Render not vain your almsgiving) the reward of your almsgiving (by reproach) to Allah,
i.e. by being conceited (and injury) to the person receiving alms, (like him who spendeth his wealth only to
be seen of men) out of ostentation (and believeth not in Allah and the Last Day) does not believe in
resurrection after death. (His likeness) the likeness of the person who reminds others about what he has
given them and the alms given by one who associates partners with Allah (is as the likeness of rock whereon
is dust of earth; a rainstorm smiteth it, leaving it smooth and bare) without any dust on it. (They have no
control of aught) to obtain a reward for anything in the Hereafter (of that which they have gained) that
which they have spent in the life of this world. Allah says here: the reward of the person who boasts about
what he has spent on alms and of the person who hurts those he gives alms to, is like dust on a rock when
rain pours down on it and no dust remains. (Allah guideth not) rewards not (the disbelieving folk) and also
those who show off their spending while still associating partners with Allah, just as He does not reward the
alms of those who remind others about what they have spent on them.

[2:265]

(And the likeness of those who spend their wealth) the likeness of the wealth of those who spend it (in
search of Allah's pleasure) seeking Allah's pleasure, (and for the strengthening of their souls) truly, out of
conviction and certitude in their hearts that they will be rewarded, (is as the likeness of a garden on a
height) on an elevated plain. (The rainstorm smiteth it and it bringeth forth its fruit twofold. And if the
rainstorm smite it not, then the shower) this is like the spending of the believer, whether small or great,
when it is done with sincerity and fearingness, Allah multiplies it as He multiplies the fruits of a garden.
(Allah is Seer of what ye do) of what you spend.

[2:266]

(Would any of you like) wish (to have a garden of palm-trees and vines, with rivers flowing beneath it)
under its trees, houses and rooms, (with all kinds of fruit for him therein) in the garden; (and old age hath
stricken him and he hath feeble offspring) who cannot fend for themselves; (and a fiery whirlwind) a strong
cold or hot wind (striketh it) i.e. the garden (and it is (all) consumed by fire. Thus Allah maketh plain His
revelations) His signs through commands and prohibitions (unto you, in order that you may give thought) so
that you may reflect on the similes of the Qur'an. This is also like the unbelievers in the Hereafter, they shall
have no power neither will they be able to come back to the life of this world just as a person advanced in
age is without strength and cannot revert to his former vigour and youth.

[2:267]

(O ye who believe! spend of the good) of the lawful (things which ye have earned) which you have amassed
of gold and silver, (and of that which we bring forth from the earth for you) of what is grown in the earth,
i.e. grains and fruits, (and seek not the bad (with intent)) do not single out what is base among your wealth
(to spend thereof (in charity) when ye would not take) accept (it for yourselves save with disdain) and after
forgoing some of your rights; likewise Allah does not accept what is base from you; (and know that Allah is
Absolute) and free from the need of your spending, (Owner of Praise) He is praised in His acts; as it is said
that this means: He is grateful for small spending and rewards abundantly for spending in abundance. This
verse was revealed about a man in Medina who was the owner of a type of dates called Hashaf.

[2:268]

(The devil promiseth you destitution) makes you scared of poverty upon spending in charity (and enjoineth
on you lewdness) by not giving the poor-due. (But Allah promiseth you forgiveness) of your sins for giving
the poor-due (from Himself with bounty) with something in exchange as well as a reward in the Hereafter.
(Allah is All-Embracing) in that He replaces what you spend and also forgives sins, (All-Knowing) of your
intentions and spending.

[2:269]

Then Allah mentioned His favour, saying: (He giveth wisdom unto whom He will) i.e. prophethood to
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Muhammad (pbuh); it is also said that wisdom here means the interpretation of the Qur'an; as it is said that
it refers to being in the right in speech, action and opinion, (and he unto him wisdom) being in the right in
speech, action and opinion (is given, he truly hath received abundant good. But none remember) takes
admonitions from the similes of the Qur'an or wisdom (except men of understanding) those who have minds
from among people.

[2:270]

(Whatever alms ye spend) for the sake of Allah (or vow ye vow) in obedience of Allah which you honour,
(Lo! Allah knoweth it). Allah accepts it if it is solely for His Countenance as He also rewards for it. (Wrong-
doers) those who ascribe partners to Allah (have no helpers) who can save them from Allah's torment.

[2:271]

Allah then mentions almsgiving that is done in the open and that which is done secretly because they asked
about it, saying: (If ye publish) if you show (your almsgiving) which is obligated upon you, (it is well, but if
ye hide it) the supererogatory almsgiving (and give it to the poor) the folk of the Platform (ashab al-Suffah),
(it will be better for you) than giving it in the open, but both are accepted from you, (and will atone for
some of your ill deeds) in proportion of your almsgiving. (Allah is Informed of what ye do). He knows of the
alms that you give.

[2:272]

Then Allah gave dispensation to give alms to the poor among the idolaters and the people of the Book.
Asma' the daughter of Abu Bakr, or Asma' the daughter of Abu'l-Nadir asked the Prophet: O Messenger of
Allah! Is it permissible to give alms to our relatives who do not follow our Religion? Allah answered His
Prophet by saying: (The guiding of them is not thy duty (O Muhammad)) it is not your duty to guide to
Religion the poor from among the people of the Book, (but Allah guideth whomever He will) to His religion.
(And whatsoever good thing) wealth (ye spend) on the poor, (it is for yourselves) its reward is for
yourselves, (when ye spend) on the poor do (not) do so (save in search of Allah's Countenance) except in
seeking Allah's pleasure; (and whatsoever good thing) wealth (ye spend) on the poor among the folk of the
Platform, (it will be repaid to you in full) the reward of it will be saved for you in the Hereafter, (and ye will
not be wronged) your reward shall not be diminished and your sins will not be increased.

[2:273]

((Alms are) for the poor who are straitened) He says: alms are for those who confine themselves (for the
cause of Allah) for the obedience of Allah in the Prophet's Mosque, i.e. the people of the Ledge, (who cannot
travel in the land) for trade. (The unthinking man) the person who does not know them (accounteth them
wealthy due to their restraint) because of their attire. (Thou shalt know them) O Muhammad! (by their
mark) by their clothing: (They do not beg of men with importunity) He says: they neither beg with
importunity nor without it. (And whatsoever good thing) wealth (ye spend) on the poor among the people of
the Ledge, (lo! Allah knoweth it) Allah knows your wealth as well as your intentions.

[2:274]

(Those who spend their wealth) in charity (by night and day, in secret and openly, surely their reward is
with their Lord) in Paradise, (and there shall no fear come upon them) perpetually (neither shall they grieve)
when others do. This verse was revealed about 'Ali Ibn Abi Talib.

[2:275]

Allah then mentioned the punishment of consuming usury, saying: (Those who swallow usury) declaring it to
be lawful (cannot rise up) from their graves on the Day of Judgement (save as he ariseth) in the life of this

world (whom the Devil hath prostrated) confounded (by (his) touch) of insanity. (That) confusion is, in the
Hereafter, the sign of the one who consumes usury (is because they say: Trade is just like usury) increase at

48



the end of selling, once the term is due, is like the increase at the beginning of a transaction when the sale
is deferred; (whereas Allah permitteth trading) the former increase (and forbideth usury) the latter increase.
(He unto whom and admonition from his Lord cometh) a prohibition of usury comes from his Lord, (and (he)
refraineth (in obedience thereto)) from dealing in usury, (he shall keep (the profit) that which is past) he
shall not be blamed for his dealing in usury before it was made unlawful, (and his affair (henceforth)) in
what remains of his life (is with Allah) if He wishes He will protect him and if He wishes He will let him down.
(As for him who returneth (to usury)) after usury has been made forbidden and says trade is just like usury
(-such are rightful owners of the Fire) the dwellers of hell. (They will abide therein) they will abide therein
until Allah wills.

[2:276]

If they are sincere (Allah hath blighted usury) He has wiped it out and removed its blessedness in the life of
this world and in the Hereafter (and made) the obligatory and supererogatory (almsgiving fruitful) accepted
and rewarded many times over, when they are done sincerely for His sake. (Allah loveth not the impious)
disbeliever who denies the unlawfulness of usury (and guilty) the impudent who consumes it.

[2:277]

(Lo! Those who believe) in Allah, His messengers, scriptures as well as in the unlawfulness of usury (and do
good works) regarding what is between them and their Lord and avoid usury (and establish worship)
complete the five daily prayers with all that which is obligated in them (and pay the poor-due) and give the
poor-due of their wealth, (their reward is with their Lord) in Paradise (and there shall no fear come upon
them) when death is slain (neither shall they grieve) when the Fire is closed.

[2:278]

(O ye who believe!) the reference here is to the sons of 'Amr Ibn 'Umayr Ibn 'Awf al-Thaqafi, [and they were
four brothers:] Mas'ud [Ibn 'Amr], Hubayb [Ibn 'Amr], 'Abd Yalayl [Ibn 'Amr] and Rabi'ah [Ibn 'Amr]
(observe your duty to Allah) fear Allah regarding usury, (and give up what remaineth (due to you) from
usury) leave that which the Banu Makhzum owe you of usury, (if ye are (in truth) believers) if you really
believe in the prohibition of usury.

[2:279]

(And if ye do not) if you do not abstain from usury, (then be warned of war (against you) from Allah and His
Messenger) then be ready for a torment from God in the Hereafter by means of the Fire and its
chastisement and also be ready for the sword from His Messenger in the life of this world. (And if ye repent)
from usury, (then ye have your principal (without interest)) that is owed to you by the Banu Makhzum.
(Wrong not) anyone by demanding interest, (and ye shall not be wronged) by anyone if they give you back
your capitals; it is also said that 'wrong not' means: do not harm others; and 'you shall not be wronged'
meaning: you shall not be harmed because of your debts.

[2:280]

(And if the debtor) the Banu Makhzum (is in straitened circumstances, then (let there be) postponement to
(the time of) ease; and that ye remit the debt as almsgiving would be better for you) than being paid or
postponing the debt (if ye did but know) this.

[2:281]

(And guard yourselves against a day) fear the torment of a day (in which ye will be brought back to Allah.
Then every soul) whether believing or disbelieving (will be paid full that which it hath earned) of good or

evil, (and they will not be wronged) their rewards will not be decreased and their sins shall not be increased.

[2:282]
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Allah then taught them what they ought to learn in their dealings, saying: (O ye who believe!) in Allah and
His Messenger (when ye contract a debt for a fixed term, record it) i.e. the debt (in writing. Let a scribe
record it in writing between you) the indebted person and the creditor (in (terms of) equity) justice. (No
scribe should refuse to write) the contract between the creditor and the debtor (as Allah hath taught him)
how to write, (so let him write) the contract without addition or omission, (and let him who incurreth the
debt dictate) i.e. the indebted person should explain to the scribe the debt he owes, (and let him observe his
duty to Allah his Lord) let the indebted person fear his Lord, (and diminish naught thereof) and not diminish
any amount of debt he owes upon dictation. (But if he who oweth the debt is of low understanding) is
ignorant of dictation, (or weak) unable to dictate, (or unable himself to dictate) does not know how to
dictate to the scribe, (then let the guardian of his interests dictate) the guardian of his wealth who is the
creditor (in (terms of) equity) without any addition. (And call to witness) for your rights, (from among your
men, two witnesses) from among your free, Muslim men who are of good character. (And if two men be not
(at hand) then a man and two women, of such as ye approve as witnesses) from among people who are
reliable in their witness, (so that if the one erreth (through forgetfulness)) so that if one of the women
forgets (the other) who did not forget (will remind her. And the witnesses must not refuse) to give witness
(when they are summoned) to court. (Be not averse) disinclined (to writing down) i.e. the debt (whether it
be small or great, with (record of) the term thereof. That) i.e. that which I mentioned regarding the writing
down of the debt (is more equitable) more correct and fairer (in the sight of Allah and more sure for
testimony) clearer for the witness when he gives his testimony if he happens to forget, (and the best way of
avoiding doubt between you) concerning the debt and the fixed term of its payment; (save only in the case
when it is actual merchandise which you transfer among yourselves from hand to hand. In that case it is no
sin) there is no harm (for you if ye write it not) the transaction. (And have witnesses when ye sell one to
another) on credit, (and let no harm be done to scribe) by committing the transaction to writing (or witness)
by giving his witness, that is, do not coerce them to do so. (If ye do (harm to them)) if you harm them, (lo!
It is a sin in you. Observe your duty to Allah) fear Allah for causing such harm. (Allah is teaching you) what
is best for you regarding your dealings. (And Allah is Knower of all things) what is good for you as well as
other things.

[2:283]

(If ye be on a journey and you cannot find a scribe) or the means by which to write, (then a pledge in hand
(shall suffice)) then let the creditor take from the indebted person a security for his loan. (And if one of you
entrusteth another) to give a loan without security (let him who is trusted) with the debt (deliver up that
which is entrusted to him) the right of his creditor (and let him observe his duty to Allah, his Lord.) the
debtor should fear Allah regarding repayment of his debt, (Hide not testimony) from the judges in court. (He
who hideth it) i.e. his testimony, (surely his heart is sinful) his heart is impious. (Allah is Aware of what ye
do) in relation to hiding or giving testimony.

[2:284]

(Unto Allah (belongeth) whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever is in the earth) of created beings and
marvels; He commands His servants with whatever He wills; (and whether ye make known what is in your
minds) in your hearts; this refers to the discourse of the soul after the arousal of one's misgivings but before
one divulges it (or hide it, Allah will bring you to account for it) Allah will requite you for it. The same applies
to forgetfulness after one remembers, error after being right and coercion after exerting one's effort freely.
(He will forgive whom He will) He will forgive the one who repents of all sins (and He will punish whom He
will) He will punish the one who does not repent. (And Allah is Able to do all things) in terms of forgiveness
and punishment.

[2:285]
When the last verse was revealed, the believers found its content disconcerting. So when the Prophet
(pbuh) ascended to heaven he prostrated to his Lord, and Allah said in praise of His Prophet: (The

Messenger believeth) the Messenger Muhammad (pbuh) believes (in that which hath been revealed unto
him from his Lord) i.e. the Qur'an and its content, and then the Prophet (pbuh) said on behalf of his Lord
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(and (so do) the believers. Each one believeth in Allah and His angels and His scriptures and His
messengers-We make no distinction between any of His messengers-) they say: we do not disbelieve in any
of his messengers (and they say: We hear) the saying of our Lord, (and we obey) the command of our Lord,
i.e. we hear and obey our Lord. The Prophet (pbuh) then said: ((Grant us) Thy forgiveness) forgive us for
the discourse of our souls, (our Lord) O our Lord! (Unto Thee is the journeying) unto you is the return after
death.

[2:286]

By way of response, Allah said: (Allah tasketh not a soul) in relation to acts of obedience (beyond its scope)
beyond its capability. (For it (is only) that which it hath earned) of good, and of leaving the discourse of the
soul, forgetfulness, error and coercion, (and against it (only) that which it hath deserved) of evil, the
discourse of the soul, forgetfulness, and coercion. Allah taught the believers thereafter how they should pray
to Him so as to lift the discourse of the soul, error, forgetfulness and coercion from them, saying that they
should supplicate thus: (Our Lord!) O our Lord! (Condemn us not if we forget) to obey you, (or miss the
mark!) regarding your command (Our Lord!) O our Lord! (Lay not on us such a burden) a covenant which, if
we fail to honour, You will prohibit us from wholesome things (as Thou didst) as You made it unlawful (on
those before us!) on the Children of Israel because they broke Your covenant regarding wholesome things:
the meat of camels, the fat of bovines, small cattle and other things. (Our Lord!) O our Lord! (Impose not on
us that which we have not the strength to bear!) that in which there is no comfort or benefit for us, and this
is what is meant by coercion. (Pardon us) all this, (absolve us) from it (and have mercy on us) by means of
it. (Thou, our Protector) You are more deserving of protecting us; (and give us victory over the disbelieving
folk). It is also said that the meaning is as follows: (Pardon us) by not turning us into animals as you turned
some of the people of Jesus into animals, (absolve us) from making the ground swallow us up as you made
the ground swallow up Korah (Qarun); (and have mercy on us) by not being tossed up by the waves as you
did to the people of Lot. When the believer called upon Allah with this supplication, Allah lifted from them
the discourse of the soul, forgetfulness, error, coercion and absolved them from being turned into animals,
making the ground swallow them or being tossed by the waves. All those who follow in their footsteps will
be absolved from the same.

And of the surah in which Al 'Imran is mentioned, which is Medinan in its entirety and consists of 200 verses,
3,064 words and 14,505 letters:

Surah 3: the Family of ‘Imran (Al “‘Imran)

And of the surah in which Al ‘Imran is mentioned, which is Medinan in its entirety and consists of 200 verses, 3,064
words and 14,505 letters:

[3:1]

And on his authority he related from Ibn 'Abbas regarding the saying of Allah, Exalted is He: (Alif. Lam.
Mim.) that he said: 'Allah informed us about the story of the delegation of Najran; it is also said that this is
an oath by which Allah swore that He is One and that He has neither progeny nor partner.

[3:2]

(Allah! There is no God save Him, the Alive) Who dies not and is not evanescent, (the Eternal) the Self-
subsistent Who has no beginning.

[3:3]
(He hath revealed unto thee (Muhammad) the Scripture) He sent you Gabriel with the Scripture (with truth)
in order to show truth from falsehood, (confirming) corroborating Allah's divine Oneness (that which was

(revealed) before it) of scriptures, (even as He revealed the Torah) in one go to Moses the son of Amran
(and the Gospel) in one go to the Jesus the son of Mary.
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[3:4]

(Aforetime) before Muhammad and the Qur'an, (for a guidance to mankind) as a guidance from error to the
Children of Israel; (and hath revealed the Criterion (of right and wrong)) He revealed the Qur'an to
Muhammad in instalments to differentiate the lawful from the unlawful. (Lo! those who disbelieve the
revelations of Allah) Muhammad and the Qur'an, referring in this context to the delegation of Najran, (theirs
will be a heavy doom) in this world and in the next. (Allah is Mighty) powerful in His vengeance, (Able to
Requite (the wrong)) able to carry His vengeance out on them.

[3:5]

(Lo! nothing in the earth) of the story of the delegation of Najran (or in the heavens) concerning the angels
(is hidden from Allah).

[3:6]

(He it is Who fashioneth you) creates you (in the wombs as pleaseth Him) short or tall, pretty or ugly, male
or female, felicitous or damned. (There is no God) there is no fashioner or creator (save Him, the Almighty)
Who is vengeful against whoever does not believe in Him, (the Wise) in creating what is in wombs.

[3:7]

(He it is Who hath revealed unto thee (Muhammad) the Scripture) who sent you Gabriel with the Scripture
(wherein are clear revelations) expositing the lawful and unlawful which are not abrogated and which are
acted upon. (They are the substance of the Book) they are the foundation of the Book as they are the
leading theme in each book. They are all acted upon. An example of this is the saying of Allah: (Say: Come,
I will recite unto you that which your Lord hath made a sacred duty for you...) [6:151]. (And others (which
are) allegorical) vague in their meanings to the Jews, like the use of the letters of the alphabet according to
their numerical value (hisab al-Jumal) in such instances as Alif. Lam. Mim, Alif. Lam. Mim. Sad, Alif. Lam
Mim. Ra; and Alif. Lam. Ra; it is also said that (others (which are) allegorical) means: other verses that are
abrogated and no longer acted upon. (But those) the Jews Ka'b Ibn al-Ashraf, Huyayy Ibn Akhtab and
Judayy Ibn Akhtab (in whose hearts is doubt) scepticism, opposition and deviance from guidance (pursue,
forsooth, that which is allegorical seeking) in the Qur'an ((to cause) dissension) pursuing disbelief, ascribing
partners to Allah, and holding fast to the error they are in (by seeking to explain it) to determine the future
of this nation so that dominion reverts back to them. (None knoweth its explanation) the future of this
nation (save Allah). Here Allah interrupts His speech and then resumes it by saying: (And those who are of
sound instruction) those who have a sound grasp of the knowledge of the Torah: 'Abdullah Ibn Salam and
his fellow companions (say: We believe therein) in the Qur'an; (the whole is from our Lord) Allah has
revealed both those verses which are clear and those which are ambiguous; (but only men of
understanding) who have sound minds such as 'Abdullah Ibn Salam and his fellow companions (really heed)
take admonition from the simile of the Qur'an.

[3:8]

(Our Lord!) these also say: O our Lord! (Cause not our hearts to stray) do not make our hearts deviate from
Your Religion (after Thou hast guided us) to Your Religion, (and bestow upon us mercy from Thy Presence)
make us firm in holding to Your religion. (Lo! Thou, only Thou art the Bestower) to the believers before us;

it is also said that this means: You are the Bestower of prophethood and Islam to Muhammad.

[3:9]
(Our Lord!) they say: O our Lord! (it is Thou Who gatherest mankind together) after they die (to a Day) on a

day (of which there is no doubt. Lo! Allah faileth not to keep the tryst) resurrection after death, the
reckoning, the Bridge over hell, the Scale, Paradise and hell.
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[3:10]

((On that day) neither the riches) the abundance of riches (nor the progeny) nor the abundance of progeny
(of those who disbelieve) i.e. Ka'b Ibn al-Ashraf and his fellow companions; and it is also said that this refers
to Abu Jahl and his companions (will aught avail them with Allah) will not avail them anything from Allah's
torment. (They will be fuel for fire) they are the firewood of hell.

[3:11]

(Like Pharaoh's folk) like the work of the folk of Pharaoh. Allah says here: your people have done with you-
by giving you the lie and abusing you-as the people of Moses did with him: they gave him the lie and abused
him. And We (Allah) shall do with them on the Day of Badr as We did with the people of Moses on the day
of drowning, (and those who were before them) before the people of Moses, (they disbelieved Our
revelations) they disbelieved in the Scripture and Messenger We sent to them (and so Allah seized them)
destroyed them (for their sins) because of their denial. (And Allah is severe in punishment) when He does
punish.

[3:12]

(Say) O Muhammad! (unto those who disbelieve) the unbelievers of Mecca: (Ye shall be overcome) You shall
be killed on the Day of Badr (and gathered unto hell) on the Day of Judgement, (an evil resting place) an
evil place and outcome.

[3:13]

(There was a token) a sign confirming the prophethood of Muhammad (pbuh) (for you) O people of Mecca
(in two hosts) in two groups: that of Muhammad and that of Abu Sufyan (which met) on the Day of Badr:
(one army fighting in the way of Allah) in obedience of Allah: Muhammad and his Companions who were
313 men, (and another disbelieving) and another group of disbelievers in Allah and the Messenger: Abu
Sufyan and his army which consisted of 950 men, (whom they saw) they saw themselves (as twice their
number) as twice the number as that of the Companions of Muhammad (pbuh) (clearly, with their very
eyes). It is also said that this can be understood in this way: Say, O Muhammad, to the unbelievers-the
Banu Qurayzah and Banu'l-Nadir-you shall be overcome and killed and expelled, and after you die, you will
be mustered in Gehenna, an evil abode and end. Allah informed them of this two years before the Battle of
Badr took place. Then He revealed: O Jews! You had a sign for the prophethood of Muhammad (pbuh) in
the form of two groups-that of Muhammad and that of Abu Sufyan-who met on the Day of Badr. One group
(Muhammad (pbuh) and his Companions) fought in obedience of Allah, and the other group consisted of
unbelievers in Allah and His Messenger (Abu Sufyan and his group). You saw with your very eyes, O Jews,
that the unbelievers were twice the number of the Companions of Muhammad. (Thus Allah strengtheneth
with His succour whom He will) i.e. Muhammad. (Lo! Herein) in Allah enabling Muhammad to triumph on the
Day of Badr (verily is a lesson for those who have eyes) concerning Religion, i.e. the believers; it is also said
that this means: it was a lesson for those who saw it with their own eyes.

[3:14]

Allah then mentions the bounties of the life of this world that He has made attractive for the unbelievers,
saying: (Beautified for mankind is) what people's hearts find desirable is (love of the joys (that come) from
women) meaning slave women and wives (and offspring) slaves and children, (and stored up heaps)
amassed wealth (of gold and silver) it is also said that this means: minted or engraved gold and silver, (and
horses branded (with their mark)) beautiful branded horses and grazing in pastures, (and cattle) i.e. sheep,
cows and camels (and land) cultivation and cultivated lands. (That) which is mentioned above (is comfort of
the life of the world) is of benefit to people in the life of this world and then it vanishes; it is also said that
this means: the joys of this world last only for as long as the stuff of any home, a bowl, a plate and the like.
(Allah! With Him is a more excellent abode) in the Hereafter, i.e. Paradise, to whoever shun such joys.

[3:15]
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Then Allah elucidated the bliss of the Hereafter, its permanence and favour, just as He exposited the joys of
the life of this world, by saying: (Say) O Muhammad, to the unbelievers: (Shall I inform you of something
better than that?) better than the embellishments of this world. (For those who keep from evil) keep from
disbelief, ascribing partners to Allah and indecencies, in reference to Abu Bakr and his fellow believers, (with
their Lord, are Gardens beneath which) beneath its trees and habitations (rivers) of wine, honey, milk and
water (flow, wherein they will abide for ever) they will dwell in Paradise: they shall neither die nor leave it
(and pure companions) they have therein spouses who are spared menses and filth, (and contentment from
Allah) and the contentment of Allah is far greater than the bliss they enjoy. (Allah is Seer of His bondmen)
He is Seer of the believers, their places in Paradise, as well as their works in the life of this world.

[3:16]

Allah then proceeds to describe them, saying: (Those who say) in the life of this world: (Our Lord!) O our
Lord! (Lo! we believe) in You and in Your Messenger. (So forgive us our sins) that we committed in the pre-
Islamic period as well as after the advent of Islam (and guard us from the punishment of Fire) drive away
from us the punishment of hell;

[3:17]

(The steadfast) in performing the obligations enjoined by Allah and in shunning contraventions against Him;
it is also said that this means: the steadfast when misfortunes befall them, (and the Truthful) in their faith,
(and the obedient) vis-a-vis Allah and His Messenger, (those who spend) their wealth in the way of Allah,
(those who pray for pardon in the watches of the night) supererogatory prayers.

[3:18]

Allah declared then His divine Oneness, saying: (Allah (Himself) is witness) even if no one else bears witness
(that there is no God save Him. And the angels) do also bear witness to that (and the men of learning) and
the prophets and the believers bear witness to that. (Maintaining His creation in justice, there is no God save
Him, the Almighty) in His vengeance against those who do not believe in Him, (the Wise) and He has
commanded that none shall be worshipped except Him.

[3:19]

(Lo! Religion) that is accepted (with Allah (is) the Surrender (to His will and guidance)). It is also said that
this should be understood as: Allah bears witness that Religion with Him is Islam (the Surrender), and the
angels, the prophets and the believers also bear witness to this. This verse was revealed about two men
from Historic Syria who asked the Prophet (pbuh) which is the greatest witness in the Book of Allah. When
he informed them about it, they embraced Islam. (Those who (formerly) received the Scripture) the Jews
and Christians (differed) about Islam and Muhammad (only after knowledge) the exposition of what is in
their Scripture (came unto them, through transgression among themselves) out of resentful envy. (Whoso
disbelieveth the revelations of Allah) Muhammad and the Qur'an ((will find that) Lo! Allah is swift at
reckoning) severe in His punishment.

[3:20]

Allah then mentions their argument with the Prophet (pbuh) about the Religion of Islam, saying: (And if
they) i.e. the Jews and Christians (argue with thee, O Muhammad, say: I have surrendered my purpose) I
make my Religion and works sincere (to Allah and (so have) those who follow me. And say unto those who
have received the Scripture) the Jews and Christians (and those who read not) i.e. the Arabs: (Have ye (too)
surrendered?) do you surrender as we have surrendered? Allah then said: (If they surrender) as you have
surrendered, (then truly they are rightly guided) from error, (and if they turn away) from surrender, (then it
is your duty only to convey the message (unto them)) on behalf of Allah. (Allah is Seer of (His) bondmen)
those who believe and those who do not.
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[3:21]

(Lo! those who disbelieve the revelations of Allah) in Muhammad and the Qur'an, (and slay the Prophets) i.e.
ally themselves with those who slay the prophets (wrongfully) without them having committed any crime,
(and slay those of mankind) who believed in the prophets (who enjoin equity) Allah's divine Oneness:
(promise them a painful doom) which will spread out to their hearts.

[3:22]

(Those are they whose works) good deeds (have failed) made void (in the world and the Hereafter) that is,
they will not be given reward for them in the Hereafter; (and they have no helpers) who will save them from
Allah's punishment.

[3:23]

Allah mentions after this the rejection of stoning by the Banu Qurayzah and Banu'l-Nadir from among the
people of Khaybar, saying: (Hast thou not seen) O Muhammad! (how those who have received the
Scripture) were given knowledge about what is in the Torah regarding stoning and other things (invoke the
Scripture of Allah) the Qur'an ((in their disputes) that it may judge between them) about stoning the married
man and married woman who committed adultery in Khaybar, as is in their Scripture; (then a faction of
them) from Banu Qurayzah and the people of Khaybar (turn away) from the judgement, (being opposed (to
it)) denying that judgement.

[3:24]

(That) opposition, denial and punishment (is because they say: The Fire will not touch us) in the Hereafter
(save for a certain number of days) about 40 days. A group from among the Jews said: the Fire will not
touch us except for a limited number of days: seven days of days of the Hereafter-each day equalling a
thousand years-as punishment for the days in which our forefathers worshipped the calf. (That which they
used to invent has deceived them) their lie about not being punished; it is also said this refers to their claim
that punishment shall be postponed (regarding their religion) i.e. their firm adherence to their religion:
Judaism.

[3:25]

(How (will it be with them)) how shall they act, O Muhammad, (when We have brought them all together)

after they die (to a Day) on a day (of which there is no doubt, when every soul) righteous or sinner (will be
paid in full what it has earned) of good or evil, (and they will not be wronged) their good works will not be

decreased and their sins will not be increased.

[3:26]

(Say: O Allah!) say O Allah! Lead us to goodness (Owner of Sovereignty!) O Master of kings and Owner of
sovereignty (Thou givest sovereignty unto whom Thou wilt) i.e. unto Muhammad and his followers, (and
Thou withdrawest sovereignty from whom Thou wilt) i.e. from the people of Persia and Byzantium. (Thou
exaltest whom Thou wilt) i.e. Muhammad (and Thou abasest whom Thou wilt) i.e. 'Abdullah Ibn Ubayy Ibn
Salul, the people of Persia and the people of Byzantium. (In Thy hand is the good) exaltation, abasement,
sovereignty, spoils, triumph and power. (Lo! Thou art Able to do all things) whether it is exaltation,
abasement, sovereignty, spoils, triumph or power. This verse was revealed about 'Abdullah Ibn Ubayy Ibn
Salul, the hypocrite, who said after the Conquest of Mecca: “How on earth can they have sovereignty over
Persia and Byzantium?” It is also said that it was revealed about the Quraysh who said: “the king of Persia
sleeps on couches made of silk brocade, if you are truly a prophet, show us your dominion?”

[3:27]

Then he showed Allah's might by saying: (Thou causest the night to pass into the day) You increase the
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length of the day over the length of the night, such that the day is longer than the night, (and Thou causest
the day to pass into the night) You increase the length of the night over the length of the day, such that the
night is longer than the day. (And Thou bringest forth the living from the dead) He says: You bring forth a
living creature from a sperm drop, (and Thou bringest forth the dead from the living) and You bring forth a
sperm drop from man; it is also said that this verse means: You bring forth the living (a chicken) from the
dead (an egq), and You bring forth the dead (a grain) from the living (a spike of grain). (And Thou givest
sustenance to whom Thou choosest, without stint) without measure, exerting power or showing off Your
blessings; it is also said that this means: You give wealth in abundance to whomever You choose without
straitness or inconvenience.

[3:28]

(Let not the believers take) the believers ought not to take [the hypocrites:] 'Abdullah Ibn Ubayy and his
companions [and] (disbelievers) the Jews (for their friends) so as to become mighty and honourable (in
preference to believers) who are sincere. (Whoso doeth that) seeking might and honour [by taking the
hypocrites and disbelievers as friends] (hath no connection with Allah) has no honour, mercy or protection
from Allah (unless (it be) that ye but guard yourselves against them) save yourselves from them, (taking (as
it were) security) saving yourselves from them by speaking in a friendly way towards them with, while your
hearts dislikes this. (Allah bideth you beware (only) of Himself) regarding the shunning of unlawful killing,
unlawful sex, unlawful property, consuming intoxicants, false testimony and associating partners with Allah.
(Unto Allah is the journeying) the return after death.

[3:29]

(Say) O Muhammad!: (Whether ye hide that which is in your breasts) what is in your hearts of hatred and
enmity towards Muhammad (pbuh) (or reveal it) by showing abuse, defamation and waging war, (Allah
knoweth it) Allah will record it and requite for it. (He knoweth that which is in the heavens and that which is
in the earth) of good and evil, what is secret and what is revealed, (and Allah is Able to do all things)
regarding the dwellers of the heavens and the dwellers of earth. This verse was revealed about the
hypocrites and the Jews.

[3:30]

(On the day) the Day of Judgement (when every soul will find itself confronted with all that it hath done)
written in its register (of good and all that it hath done of evil) it will also find it written in its register ((every
soul) will long that there might be a mighty apace of distance) a long period of time separating them: from
sunrise to sunset (between it and that (evil). Allah bideth you beware of Him) upon committing an act of
disobedience. (And Allah is full of pity for (His) bondmen) He is full of pity for the believers.

[3:31]

(Say) O Muhammad!: (If ye love Allah) and His religion, (follow me) follow my Religion; (Allah will love you)
He will increase your love (and forgive you your sins) which were committed when you followed Judaism.
(Allah is Forgiving) of whoever repents, (Merciful) towards whoever dies in a state of repentance. This verse
was revealed about the Jews who claimed they were the children of Allah and His beloved ones. When this
verse was revealed 'Abdullah Ibn Ubayy said: “Muhammad is commanding us to love him as the Christians
loved Jesus”, and the Jews said: "Muhammad wants us to take him as a compassionate Lord, just as the
Christians took Jesus as a compassionate Lord".

[3:32]
Consequently, Allah revealed about their comments: (Say: Obey Allah) regarding what He has obligated
(and the Messenger) in his practices. (But if they turn away) from obeying them, (Lo! Allah loveth not the

disbelievers) the Jews and the hypocrites.

[3:33]
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When the Jews heard this, they said: “we follow the religion of Adam: we are Muslims”, and so Allah
revealed the following: (Lo! Allah preferred Adam) with Islam (and Noah) with Islam (and the Family of
Abraham) the children of Abraham with Islam (and the Family of 'Imran) Moses and Aaron with Islam
(above (all His) creatures) above all the people of their times. It is also said that Amran is not the father of
Moses and Aaron.

[3:34]

(They were descendants one of another) some follow the religion of others and the offspring of some are
the descendents of others. (Allah is Hearer) of what the Jews say: that they are Allah's children and beloved
ones and that they follow His religion, (Knower) of their punishment and of whom is following His religion.

[3:35]

Remember, O Muhammad (When the wife of Imran) Hannah, the mother of Mary (said: My Lord I have
vowed unto Thee that which is in my belly as a consecrated (offering)) a servant at the Sanctuary of
Jerusalem. (Accept it from me. Lo! Thou, only Thou, art the Hearer) of prayers, (the Knower!) of the answer
and of that which is in my womb.

[3:36]

(And when she was delivered) what was in her womb and it was a baby girl (she said: My Lord! Lo! I am
delivered of a female) a baby girl. (Allah knew best of what she was delivered. The male is not as the
female) in service and weakness; (and Lo! I have named her Mary, and Lo! I crave Thy protection for her) I
seek for her Your protection and safety (and for her offspring from Satan the outcast) the accursed.

[3:37]

(And her Lord accepted her with full acceptance) He was good to her and accepted her instead of accepting
a boy (and vouchsafed to her a goodly growth) He nurtured her well in worship throughout the years,
months, days and hours; (and made Zachariah her guardian) he joined her to him for training. (Whenever
Zachariah went into the sanctuary where she was) the room where she worshipped, (he found that she had
food) the fruit of winter in the summer, such as culms of corn, and the fruits of summer in the winter such
as grapes. (He said: O Mary! Whence cometh unto thee this (food)?) how did you get this food out of its
season? (She answered: It is from Allah) Gabriel brought it to me. (Allah giveth without stint) without pause
or measure (to whom He will) in its season or out of it.

[3:38]
(Then) at that point (Zachariah prayed unto) and wished from (his Lord and said: My Lord! Bestow upon me

of Thy bounty) from You (goodly offspring) a righteous child. (Lo! Thou art the Hearer of Prayer) You are
the One Who answers prayers.

[3:39]
(And the angels) i.e. the Angel Gabriel (called to him as he stood praying in the sanctuary) in the mosque:
(Allah giveth thee glad tidings of John) a son whose name is John, ((who cometh) to confirm a Word from

Allah) Jesus son of Mary that he will be a word from Allah, created without a father, (lordly) who is clement
when wronged, (chaste) has no desire for women, (a Prophet of the righteous) among the messengers.

[3:40]
(He said: My Lord) Zachariah said to Gabriel: O master! (How can I have a son when age hath overtaken me

already) when I am very old (and my wife is barren) and cannot conceive children? ((The angel) answered:
So (it will be)) as I have told you. (Allah doeth what He will).
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[3:41]

(He) Zachariah (said: My Lord) O my Lord! (Appoint a token for me) regarding my wife's pregnancy. ((The
angel) said: The token unto thee) about your wife's pregnancy ((shall be) that thou shalt not speak) will not
be able to speak (unto mankind three days) without being dumb (except by signs) by moving your lips,
eyebrows, eyes and hands; it is also said: except by writing on the ground. (Remember your Lord) with your
tongue and heart (much) in all circumstances, (and praise (Him) in the early hours of night and morning)
pray in the morning and at night as you used to do.

[3:42]

(And when the angels) i.e. Gabriel (said: O Mary! Lo! Allah hath chosen thee) with Islam and worship (and
made thee pure) from disbelief, the association of partners with Allah and blemishes; it is also said this
means: He has saved you from being killed, (and hath preferred you above (all) the women of creation) of
your time by the birth of Jesus.

[3:43]

(O Mary! Be obedient to thy Lord) as a token of gratitude to Him; it is also said this means: prolong your
prayer as a token of gratitude to your Lord, (prostrate thyself and bow) meaning: and do also prostrate and
bow (with those who bow (in worship)) with the people of worship.

[3:44]

(This) which I mentioned of the story of Mary and Zachariah (is of the tidings of things hidden) of the things
that were unknown to you, O Muhammad. (We reveal it unto thee (Muhammad)) He says: We send Gabriel
with it to you. (Thou wast not present with them) with the Rabbis (when they threw their pens) in the flow
of water ((to know) which of them should be the guardian of Mary) to train her, (nor wast thou present with
them when they quarrelled (thereupon)) each giving argument for his better claim to be Mary's guardian.

[3:45]

((And remember) when the angels) i.e. Gabriel (said: O Mary! Allah giveth you glad tidings of a Word from
Him) of a son who shall come into being by means of a Word from Allah, (whose name is the Messiah)
because he travels from one country to another; it is also said: the Messiah means the king, (Jesus, son of
Mary, illustrious in the world) he has standing and position amidst people in the life of this world (and the
Hereafter) he has standing and position with Allah, (and one of those brought near) unto Allah in the Garden
of Eden.

[3:46]

(He will speak unto mankind in his cradle) in the lap of his mother, saying: I am the servant of Allah and His
Messiah (and in his manhood) after he reaches 30 years old, saying that he is a prophet, (and he is of the
righteous) of the messengers.

[3:47]

(She said: My Lord!) Mary said to Gabriel: O master!: (How can I have a child) how is it possible for me to
have a child (when no mortal hath touched me?) lawfully or unlawfully? (He) Gabriel (said: So (it will be)) as
I have told you. (Allah createth what He will. If He decreeth a thing) if He wills to create a son from you
without a father, (He saith unto it only: Be! and it is) a son without a father.

[3:48]

(And He will teach him the Scripture) the Scriptures of [past] prophets; as it is said: writing (and wisdom)
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the lawful and the prohibited; as it said this means: the wisdom of the prophets who preceded him, (and the
Torah) in the womb of his mother (and the Gospel) after he came out of his mother's womb.

[3:49]

(And will make him a messenger) after the age of thirty (unto the Children of Israel), and when he went to
them he said: (Lo! I come unto you with a sign) a token (from your Lord) for my prophethood. They said:
what is this sign? He replied: (Lo! I fashion for you out of clay the likeness of a bird, and I breathe into it)
like the breathing of a sleeping person (and it is a bird) flying in the air, (by Allah's leave) by Allah's
command. Then he fashioned for them a bat and when it became alive, they said: this is sorcery; do you
have another sign? He said: yes, (I heal him who was born blind, and the leper) also, (and I raise the dead,
by Allah's leave) by Allah's greatest Name: O Alive, the Eternal. And when he did this, they said: this is
sorcery, do you have any other sign? He said: yes, (And I announce unto you what you eat) in the morning
and at night (and what you store up in your houses) what you save from your lunch to dinner and from your
dinner to the next day's lunch. (Lo! Herein) in that which I have told you (verily is a portent) a sign (for you,
if ye are believers) who have faith.

[3:50]

(And (I come) confirming) and I have come confirming Allah's divine Oneness in the Religion (that which
was before me of the Torah) and all other Scriptures, (and to make lawful) to give you legal dispensation
regarding (some of that which was forbidden unto you) such as the meat of camels, the fat of bovines and
sheep, the Sabbath, and other things. (I come unto you with a sign) with a token (from your Lord, so keep
your duty to Allah) so fear Allah in that which He has commanded you with and repent to Him (and obey
me) and follow my command and Religion;

[3:51]

(Lo! Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so worship Him) declare his divine Oneness. (That) divine Oneness (is a
straight path) an established religion, Islam, which He is pleased with.

[3:52]

(But when Jesus became conscious) when he knew (of their disbelief) and saw that they wanted to kill him;
it is also said: when he repeatedly heard their disbelief, (he) Jesus (cried: Who will be my helpers in the
cause of Allah?) against His enemies. (The disciples) his closest disciples who were 12 in number (said: We
will be Allah's helpers) against his enemies. (We believe in Allah, and bear thou witness) Know, O Jesus
(that we have surrendered (unto Him)) we acknowledge Allah by worshipping Him and declaring His divine
Oneness.

[3:53]

(Our Lord) O our Lord! (We believe in that which Thou hast revealed) of the Scripture, i.e. the Gospel (and
we follow him whom Thou hast sent) the religion of the Messenger Jesus. (Enrol us among those who
witness) make us among the first forerunners who were witnesses before us; it is also said this means:
make us of the community of Muhammad (pbuh).

[3:54]

(And they schemed) they, i.e. the Jews, planned to kill Jesus, (and Allah schemed (against them)) Allah
wished to kill their man Tatianos: (and Allah is the best of schemers) the strongest of those who have a will;
it is also said this means: the best of Makers.

[3:55]

((And remember) when Allah said: O Jesus! Lo! I am gathering thee and causing thee to ascend unto Me,
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and am cleansing) saving (thee of those who disbelieve) in you (and am setting those who follow you)
follow your Religion (above those who disbelieve) with strong argument and triumph (until the Day of
Resurrection) then I shall make you to die after descent; it is also said this means: I shall make your heart
die to the love of the life of this world. (Then unto Me ye will (all) return) after death, (and I shall judge
between you as to that wherein) in religion (ye used to differ) to argue.

[3:56]

(As for those who disbelieve) in Allah and in His messengers Muhammad and Jesus (I shall chastise them
with a heavy chastisement in the world) by exposing them to the sword and the capitation tax (jizyah) (and
the Hereafter) by throwing them into the Fire; (and they will have no helpers) to save them from Allah's
punishment in this world or in the Hereafter.

[3:57]

(And as for those who believe) in Allah, the Scripture and His messengers Muhammad and Jesus (and do
good works) sincerely between them and their Lord, (He will pay them their wages in full) He will pay them
their reward on the Day of Judgement. (Allah loveth not wrong-doers) the idolaters, with their
transgressions and association of partners with Allah.

[3:58]

(This) that I have told you about, O Muhammad, regarding the story of Jesus ((which) We recite unto thee)
with which We send Gabriel to you (is a revelation) He says: they are revelations of the Qur'an, conveying
commands and prohibitions (and a wise reminder) that enjoins what is lawful and what is unlawful; it is also
said this means: it corroborates the Torah and the Gospel; and it is also said this means: it confirms that
which is in the Guarded Tablet.

[3:59]

Allah then explained the creation of Jesus without a father because the delegation of Najran asked the
Prophet to provide proof from the Qur'an for his saying that Jesus was not the son of Allah, so Allah said:
(Lo! the likeness of Jesus) the likeness of the creation of Jesus (with Allah) without a father (is as the
likeness of Adam. He created him of dust) without a father or mother, (then He said unto him) to Jesus:
(Be! and he is) a son without a father.

[3:60]

((This is) the Truth) this is the true fact (from your Lord) that Jesus was not Allah, His son or His partner,
(so be not thou of those who waver) those who doubt what I have exposited to you regarding the creation
of Jesus without a father.

[3:61]

Allah then mentioned the dispute of the delegation of Najran with the Prophet (pbuh) after he explained to
them that the likeness of Jesus with Allah is as the likeness of Adam, for they said to the Prophet: it is not as
you say that Jesus was not Allah, his son or His partner. As response Allah said: (And whoso disputeth with
thee concerning him) concerning Jesus, (after the knowledge which has come unto thee) after the
exposition that has come to you that Jesus was not Allah, His son or His partner, (say (unto him): Come! We
will summon our sons and your sons) and you summon your sons, (and our women and your women) and
you summon your women, (and ourselves and yourselves, then we will pray humbly (to our Lord)) and exert
our effort in praying ((and (solemnly) invoke) all together (the curse of Allah upon those who lie) about Allah
concerning Jesus.

[3:62]
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(Lo! This) which We have mentioned, O Muhammad, regarding Jesus and the delegation of Najran (verily is
the true narrative) the true fact that Jesus was not Allah, His son or His partner. (There is no God save
Allah) without a son or partner, (and lo! Allah is the Mighty) Who is vengeful against those who do not
believe in Him, (the Wise) Who has commanded that none should be worshipped except Him; it is also said
(the Wise) means: Allah ruled that they should go out and invoke His curse on those who lie, but the
delegation of Najran refused to do so because they knew they were liars and that Muhammad was a true
Prophet and emissary whose traits and description were to be found in their own Scripture.

[3:63]

(And if they turn away) from joining the Prophet (pbuh) in invoking Allah's curse on those who lie about Him
regarding Jesus (then Lo! Allah is Aware of (who are) the corrupters) i.e. the Christians of Najran.

[3:64]

After this, Allah invited them to accept Allah's divine Oneness, saying: (Say: O People of the Scripture. Come
to an agreement) the agreement is: there is no god except Allah (between us and you: that we shall worship
none but Allah) we shall declare Allah as the only One God, (and that we shall ascribe no partners unto Him)
from among created beings, (and that none of us shall take others for lords beside Allah) that none of us
shall obey another person in that which involves a transgression against Allah. (And if they turn away) and
refuse to accept Allah's divine Oneness, (then say: Bear witness) know (that we are they who have
surrendered (unto Him)) and acknowledge His divine Oneness and worship Him.

[3:65]

Then Allah mentions their dispute with the Prophet (pbuh) in that they said they are of those who have
surrendered to Allah and follow the Religion of Abraham, claiming this to be in the Torah. So Allah said: (O
People of the Scripture! Why will ye argue about Abraham, when the Torah and the Gospel were not
revealed till after him?) after Abraham. (Have ye then no sense?) that it is not mentioned in them that
Abraham was Jew or Christian.

[3:66]

(Lo! Ye) O Jews and Christians (are those who argue about that whereof ye have some knowledge) in your
Scripture that Muhammad is a prophet sent by Allah and that Abraham was neither Jew nor Christian, but
you rejected this: (Why then argue ye concerning that whereof ye have no knowledge) from your Scripture
and say that Abraham was Jew or Christian? (Allah knoweth) that Abraham was neither Jew nor Christian.
(Ye know not) that he was Jew or Christian.

[3:67]
Allah then denied their claim, saying: (Abraham was not a Jew) following the religion of the Jews, (nor yet a

Christian) following the religion of the Christians; (but he was an upright man who had surrendered (to
Allah)) sincerely, (and he was not of the idolaters) who adhered to their religions.

[3:68]

Then Allah showed who follows the Religion of Abraham, saying: (Lo! those of mankind who have the best
claim to Abraham) to the Religion of Abraham (are those who followed him) in his time, (and this Prophet)
Muhammad follows his Religion (and those who believe) in Muhammad and in the Qur'an also follow the
Religion of Abraham; (and Allah is the Protecting Friend of the believers) He protects them and helps them.
[3:69]

Allah mentions, then, how Ka'b al-Ashraf invited some of the companions of Allah's Messenger (pbuh)-
Mu'adh [Ibn Jabal], Hudhayfa [Ibn al-Yaman] and 'Ammar [Ibn Yasir]-to join their religion (Judaism) and
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leave Islam, after the Battle of Uhud, saying: (A party of the people of the Scripture long to make you go
astray) from your Religion, Islam; (and they make none to go astray) from the religion of Allah (except
themselves, but they perceive not) this; it is also said that this means: they perceive not that Allah informs
His Prophet of this.

[3:70]

(O People of the Scripture! Why disbelieve you in the revelations of Allah) Muhammad and the Qur'an,
(when you (yourselves) bear witness (to the Truth)?) you know from your Scripture that Muhammad is a
prophet sent by Allah.

[3:71]

(O People of the Scripture! Why confound ye truth with falsehood) you confound the traits of the anti-Christ
with those of Muhammad (and knowingly conceal the Truth?) the traits and description of Muhammad which
you find in your Scripture.

[3:72]

Allah mentions then what Ka'b and his followers said about the change of the Qiblah, saying: (And a party of
the People of the Scripture) Ka'b and his fellow leaders (say) to the lowly among people: (Believe in that
which hath been revealed, unto those who believe) in Muhammad and the Qur'an (at the opening of the
day) at the beginning of the Day, at the Dawn prayer, (and disbelieve at the end thereof) at the Zuhr
prayer. In other words, they say: believe in the Qiblah towards which Muhammad and his Companions
prayed at the Dawn prayer and disbelieve in the other Qiblah towards which they prayed at the Zuhr prayer,
(in order that they may return) in order that their communality may return to your religion and Qiblah;

[3:73]

(And believe not) that he is a prophet (save in one who followeth your religion) Judaism, and your Qiblah,
Jerusalem. (Say) to the Jews, O Muhammad: (Lo! the guidance is Allah's guidance) Allah's Religion is Islam
and Allah's Qiblah is the Ka'bah, (that any one is given) of Religion and Qiblah (the like of that which was
given unto you) O Companions of Muhammad (or that they may argue with you) that the Jews argue with
you regarding this Religion and Qiblah (in the presence of their Lord) on the Day of Judgement. (Say) also,
O Muhammad: (Lo! the bounty) prophethood, Islam and the Qiblah of Abraham (is in Allah's hand. He
bestoweth it on whom He will) Muhammad and his Companions. (Allah is All- Embracing) in His bounty, (All-
Knowing) to whom He gives.

[3:74]

(He selecteth for His mercy) He chooses for His religion (whom He will) Muhammad and his Companions.
(Allah is of Infinite Bounty) He is generous towards Muhammad by bestowing upon him prophethood and
Islam.

[3:75]

Subsequently, Allah mentions the trustworthiness and treachery of the people of the Book, saying: (Among
the People of the Scripture) i.e. the Jews (there is he who, if you trust him with a weight of treasure, will
return it to you) without any problem, hardship or ever thinking to keep it for himself by declaring it lawful
for him to take. The reference here is to 'Abdullah Ibn Salam and his companions. (And among them there is
he who, if you trust him with a piece of gold, will not return it to you) and will declare it lawful for him to
take (unless you keep standing over him) insisting on taking it back and suing him for it. The reference here
is to Ka'b Ibn al-Ashraf and his followers. (That) treachery and declaring that it is lawful to take other
people's property (is because they say: We have no duty to the Gentiles) there is no harm in taking the
property of Arabs. (They speak a lie concerning Allah knowingly) they lie about Allah and know that they are

lying.
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[3:76]

(Nay) Allah is here answering them, (but (the chosen of Allah is) he who fulfileth his pledge) He says: but he
who keeps his pledge between himself and his Lord or between himself and other people (and wardeth off
(evil)) ward off breaking his pledge by treachery and turning on his pledge; (for lo! Allah loveth those who
ward off (evil)) ward off breaking pledges, treachery and being untrustworthy.

[3:77]

Allah then mentioned their punishment, i.e. the punishment of the Jews, saying: (Lo! those who purchase a
small gain) a small gain of in their living (at the cost of Allah's covenant) by breaking Allah's covenant (and
their oaths) their pledges with their prophets, (they have no portion in the Hereafter) in Paradise. (Allah will
neither speak to them) in a nice manner on the Day of Judgement (nor look upon them on the Day of
Resurrection) He will have no mercy for them, (nor will He make them grow) He will neither exonerate them
for being Jews nor put their minds at peace. (Theirs will be a painful doom) a severe pain which will spread
to their hearts. It is also said that this was revealed about 'Abdan Ibn al-Ashu' and Imra' al-Qays because of
a dispute between them, and it was also revealed about the Jews.

[3:78]

(And Lo! there is) of the Jews (a party of them) Ka'b and his fellow men (who distort the Scripture with their
tongues) by reading the traits of the anti-Christ in their Scripture, (that ye may think) that the lowly may
think (that what they say is from the Scripture, when it is not from the Scripture. And they say: It is from
Allah) in the Torah, (when it is not from Allah) in the Torah; (and they speak a lie concerning Allah
knowingly) fully aware that this is not in their Scripture.

[3:79]

Then Allah said as regards their claim that they follow the Religion of Abraham and that Abraham
commanded them to follow this Religion: (It is not (possible) for any human being) among the prophets
(unto whom Allah had given the Scripture and wisdom) understanding (and the prophethood that he should
afterwards have said unto mankind: Be slaves of me instead of Allah; but (what he said was): Be you faithful
servants of the Lord) men of knowledge, people of understanding as well as people who put what they learn
into practice (by virtue of your constant teaching of the Scripture) from the Scripture; it is also said that this
means: by virtue of your knowledge of the Scripture (and of your constant study thereof) of your reading
from the Scripture.

[3:80]

(And he commanded you) O people of the Quraysh, Jews and Christians (not that ye should take the angels)
as daughters of Allah (and the Prophets for lords. Would he command you to disbelieve) how could Abraham
command you to follow disbelief (after ye had surrendered (to Allah)) after he commanded you to follow
Islam (completely Surrendering to Allah), saying to you: (Lo! Allah hath chosen for you the (true) Religion;
therefore die not save as men who have surrendered [2:132]). Allah says here: Allah has not sent a
Messenger except that He commanded him to follow Islam and not Judaism, Christianity or the worship of
idols, as these unbelievers claim. It is also said that this verse was revealed about the claims of the Jews
that Muhammad commanded them to love him and worship him as the Christians worshipped Jesus. The
Christians and idolaters also made the same claim.

[3:81]
Allah then explained His covenant with the prophets on the day of “Yes, indeed!” regarding Muhammad's
traits and description, saying: (When Allah made (His) covenant with the Prophets) He says: Allah made a

covenant with the prophets that they will show to one another the traits, description and merit of
Muhammad, ((He said): Behold that which I have given ye) when I did give you (of the Scripture and
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knowledge) containing details of the lawful and the unlawful. (And) you also made a covenant with your
nation that (afterward there will come unto you a messenger, confirming) by calling to Allah's divine
Oneness (that which ye possess) of Scripture. (Ye shall believe in him) He says: you shall acknowledge him
and his virtue (and ye shall help him) with the sword against his enemies and also by expositing his trait.
(He said: Do ye agree?) Allah asked them whether they accepted (and will you take My burden) My
covenant (in this) what I said? (They) the prophets (answered: We agree) we accept. (He) Allah (said: Then
bear ye witness) of this. (I will be a witness with you) of this also. Allah thus made them witnesses of one
another and He Himself is a witness. And so each prophet explained this to his nation, and each prophet
made the members of his nation witnesses for each other, just as each prophet bore witness to it.

[3:82]

(Then whosoever after this) the covenant (shall turn away) from among the nations: (they will be
miscreants) who have broken the covenant and are unbelievers.

[3:83]

Allah then mentions the dispute of the Jews and Christians and the question which they put to the Prophet
(pbuh) regarding who really follows the religion of Abraham. When the Prophet (pbuh) told them that they
were both far from the Religion of Abraham, they said that they did not accept this judgement. Hence, Allah
said: (Seek they) with you (other than the religion of Allah) Islam (complete surrender to Allah), (when unto
Him submiteth) acknowledges Islam and Allah's divine Oneness (whosoever is in the heavens) of angels
(and the earth) of believers, (willingly) the dwellers of the heavens willingly, (or unwillingly) the dwellers of
the earth unwillingly. It is also said that this means: the sincere among the believers acknowledge this
willingly while the hypocrites do so unwillingly; it is also said this means: those who are born Muslim
acknowledge this willingly while those who were made to embrace Islam do so unwillingly, (and unto Him
they will be returned) after death.

[3:84]

Allah then proceeds to explain the status of faith so that this serves for them as an indication to faith,
saying: (Say) O Muhammad: (We believe in Allah) alone without any partner (and that which is revealed
unto us) and in that which the Qur'an has revealed to us (and that which was revealed unto Abraham) and
we believe in Abraham and his Scripture (and Ishmael) and his Scripture (and Isaac) and his Scripture (and
Jacob) and his Scripture (and the tribes) the Children of Jacob and their scriptures, (and that which was
vouchsafed unto Moses) and we believe in Moses and his Scripture (and Jesus) and his Scripture (and the
Prophets) and we believe in all the prophets and their scriptures (from their Lord. We make no distinction
between any of them) we do not disbelieve in any of the prophets; it is also said this means: we do not
disassociate any one of them from Allah in relation to prophethood and Islam, (and unto Him we have
surrendered) we acknowledge His worship and divine Oneness and we are sincere to him in Religion.

[3:85]

(And whoso seeketh as religion other than the Surrender (to Allah) it will not be accepted from him, and he
will be a loser in the Hereafter) he will be among the duped because he will miss Paradise and all that is in it
and dwell in hell with all that is in it.

[3:86]

(How shall Allah guide) to His religion (a people who disbelieved) in Allah (after their belief and (after) they
bore witness that the messenger) Muhammad (is true and after clear proofs (of Allah's sovereignty)) the
exposition of the Truth and the Book (had come unto them. And Allah guideth not wrong-doing folk) the
idolaters and those who are not fit for His religion.

[3:87]
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(As for such, their reward is that on them rests the curse of Allah) the punishment of Allah (and of angels)
and the curse of the angels (and of men combined) and the curse of the believers.

[3:88]

(They will abide therein) in the curse. (Their doom will not be lightened, neither will they be reprieved) their
punishment will not be deferred;

[3:89]

(Save those who afterward) after their apostasy (repent) from disbelief and hypocrisy (and do right)
sincerely declare Allah's divine Oneness. (Lo! Allah is Forgiving) of those who repent among them, (Merciful)
towards those who die in a state of repentance.

[3:90]

(Lo! those who disbelieve) in Allah (after their (profession of) belief) in Allah, (and afterward grow violent in
disbelief) do not waver in their disbelief: (their repentance will not be accepted) as long as they remain in
that state. (And such are those who are astray) from guidance and Islam.

[3:91]

(Lo! Those who disbelieve) in Allah and His Messenger, (and die in disbelief) disbelieving in Allah and His
Messenger, (the (whole) earth) the weight of the earth (full of gold would not be accepted from such an one
if it were offered as a ransom). Allah says: If they were to give the equivalent of the earth's weight in gold
to ransom themselves, it would not be accepted from them. (Theirs will be a painful doom) which will extend
to their hearts (and they will have no helpers) anyone to save them from Allah's punishment. The verses
from (Lo! those who disbelieve after their (profession of) belief.... Theirs will be a painful doom and they will
have no helpers) were revealed about ten hypocrites, namely, Tu'mah and his companions, who left Medina
to Mecca as apostates from their religion, Islam. Some of them died as apostates, some were killed while
some later returned to the fold of Islam.

[3:92]

Allah then prompted the believers to spend in the cause of Allah, saying: (Ye will not attain unto piety) i.e.
that which is with Allah of reward, honour and Paradise until you spend of that which you love of property; it
is also said this means: you shall not attend to reliance in Allah and God-fearingness (until ye spend of that
which ye love. And whatsoever ye spend) of property, (Allah is aware thereof) just as He is aware of your
intentions, i.e. whether you intend with it His Countenance or other people's praise.

[3:93]

(All food was lawful unto the Children of Israel) all food that is lawful for Muhammad and his community
today was lawful for the Children of Israel, the sons of Jacob, (save that which Israel) Jacob (forbade
himself) by the way of vows, ((in days) before the Torah was revealed) before the revelation of the Torah to
Moses, Jacob forbade himself the meat and milk of camels. When this verse was revealed, the Prophet
(pbuh) asked the Jews: “What did Jacob forbid himself of food?” They said: “he did not forbid himself any
type of food, and whatever is forbidden for us today, such as the meat of camels and other things, was
already forbidden on all prophets, from Adam to Moses (pbut). It is only you who make such things lawful”.
And they claimed those things were also forbidden in the Torah. Hence Allah said to Muhammad (pbuh):
(Say) to them: (Produce the Torah and read it (unto us)) where they are made forbidden (if ye are truthful)
in your claim. But they failed to produce the Torah and knew they were liars since there was nothing in the
Torah to substantiate their claim.

[3:94]
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Therefore Allah said: (And whoever shall invent a falsehood after that) after the exposition in the Torah
show them to be liars (concerning Allah, such will be wrong-doers) unbelievers who lie about Allah.

[3:95]

(Say) O Muhammad: (Allah speaketh truth) when He said Abraham was neither a Jew nor a Christian; it is
also said this means: Say, O Muhammad, Allah has said the Truth regarding what He stated concerning that
which is lawful and that which is unlawful. (So follow the religion of Abraham, the upright) i.e. the Muslim.
(He was not of the idolaters) who followed their Religion.

[3:96]

(Lo! the first Sanctuary) mosque (appointed for mankind) for the believers (was that at Becca) where the
Ka'bah is, (a blessed place) that the spot where the Ka'bah is built contains forgiveness and mercy, (a
guidance to the peoples) it is a Qiblah to every prophet, messenger, veracious one (siddiq) and believer;

[3:97]

(Wherein are plain memorials) clear signs; and it contains (the place where Abraham stood up to pray) as
well as the semi-circular wall of white marble (Hatim) of Ishmael and the black stone; (and whosoever
entereth it is safe) from violence. (And to the House) going to the House (is a duty unto Allah for mankind)
for the believers, (for him who can find a way thither) for the person who can walk and reach the House
while at the same time being in possession of provisions, a mount and has left enough expenditure for his
dependents until he returns. (As for him who disbelieveth) in Allah, Muhammad, the Qur'an and the
obligation of pilgrimage, (Lo! Allah is Independent of (all) creatures) He is not in need of their belief or
pilgrimage.

[3:98]

(Say: O People of the Scripture! Why disbelieve ye in the revelations of Allah) i.e. in Muhammad and the
Qur'an, (when Allah (Himself) is Witness of what ye do) of disbelief, by concealing [the Truth] and engaging
in sins?

[3:99]

(Say: O People of the Scripture! Why drive ye back believers) in Allah, Muhammad and the Qur'an (from the
way of Allah) from the Religion of Allah and His worship, (seeking to make it crooked, when you are
witnesses?) when you know it to be in the Scripture. (Allah is not unaware of what ye do) Allah is not
oblivious to your disbelief: concealing the Truth and committing transgressions. This verse was revealed
about those who invited 'Ammar [Ibn Yasir] and his fellow Muslims to join their religion: Judaism.

[3:100]

(O ye who believe! If ye obey a party of those who have received the Scripture) the Torah (they will make
you disbelievers) in Allah and Muhammad (after your belief) in Allah and [the message of] Muhammad.

[3:101]

(How can ye disbelieve) in Allah. This is mentioned by way of amazement, (when it is ye unto whom Allah's
revelations) the Qur'an containing commands and prohibitions (are recited, and His messenger) Muhammad
(is in your midst?) with you. (He who holdeth fast to Allah) he who adheres to Allah's Religion and His Book,
(he indeed is guided unto a right path) he is directed along a clear, solid way, which is Islam; it is also said
this means: he has become firm on this way. This verse was revealed about Mu'adh [Ibn Jabal] and his
companions.

[3:102]
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Thereafter, Allah spoke about a dispute between the Aws and the Khazraj, in which Tha'labah Ibn Ghanam
and As'ad Ibn Zurarah boasted about their killings and raids on their rivals in the pre-Islamic days, saying:
(O ye who believe! Observe your duty to Allah) obey Allah (with right observance) such that one obeys Him
and never contravenes against Him, thank Him and never be ungrateful to him, remember Him and never
forget Him; it is also said this means: obey Allah as He ought to be obeyed, (and die not save as those who
have surrendered (unto Him)) sincerely acknowledging that you worship Him and declare His divine
Oneness;

[3:103]

(And hold fast, all of you together, to the cable of Allah) hold fast to the Religion of Allah and His Book, (and
do not separate) in religion. (And remember Allah's favour unto you) by giving you Islam: (how ye were
enemies) before Islam (and He made friendship between your hearts) through Islam (so that ye became as
brothers by His grace) by His religion, Islam; (and (how) ye were upon the brink of an abyss of fire) i.e.
because of disbelief, (and He did save you from it) by means of faith. (Thus Allah maketh clear His
revelations) His commands, prohibitions and favours (unto you, that haply ye may be guided) from error.

[3:104]

Allah then commanded goodness and reconciliation, saying: (And there may spring from you) there still
exists among you (a nation) a group (who invite to goodness) who invite to reconciliation and excellence,
(and enjoin right conduct) they enjoin Allah's divine Oneness and the following of Muhammad (pbuh) (and
forbid indecency) they forbid disbelief, idolatry and rejection, instead following the Messenger. (Such are
they who are successful) who are saved from Allah's wrath and punishment.

[3:105]

(And be ye not) divided in religion (as those who separated and disputed) in religion, such as the religious
schisms that took place among the Jews and Christians (after the clear proofs) proofs from their Scriptures
of Islam (had come unto them. For such) i.e. the Jews and Christians (there is an awful doom) greater than
anything one can imagine.

[3:106]

(On the day (some) faces will be whitened and (some) faces will be blackened; and as for those whose faces
have been blackened it will be said unto them) the angels in-charge of hell will say to them: (Disbelieved ye)
in Allah (after your (profession of) belief?) in Allah. (Then taste the punishment for that ye disbelieved) in
Allah.

[3:107]

(As for those whose faces have been whitened, Lo! in the mercy of Allah) in Allah's Paradise (they dwell for
ever) never to die or leave it.

[3:108]

(These are revelations of Allah): the Qur'an. (We recite them unto thee) We send them with Gabriel to you
(in truth) in order to show what is true and what is an error. (Allah willeth no injustice to (His) creatures) He
does not will to be unjust to the jinn or human beings.

[3:109]

(Unto Allah belongeth whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever is in the earth) of created beings and
marvellous things; (and unto Allah all things are returned) in the Hereafter.
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[3:110]

(Ye are the best community that has been raised up for mankind) that ever was for mankind. Allah then
showed how they were the best community that has been raised for mankind saying: (Ye enjoin right
conduct) you enjoin the divine Oneness of Allah and the following of Muhammad (and forbid indecency) you
forbid disbelief, idolatry and the opposition of the Messenger; (and ye believe in Allah) as well as in all
revealed scriptures and messengers. (And if the People of the Scripture) i.e. the Jews and Christians (had
believed it had been better for them) than what they are in now. (Some of them are believers) 'Abdullah Ibn
Salam and his followers; (but most of them are evil-livers) unbelievers who break their pledges.

[3:111]

(They will not harm you) the Jews will not harm you (save a trifling hurt) with their tongue by vilifying and
defaming you, (and if they fight against you) in Religion (they will turn and flee) defeated. (And afterward
they will not be helped) they will not be saved from your swords or from being taken as captives.

[3:112]

(Ignominy shall be their portion) the humiliation of Jizyah shall be imposed upon them (wheresoever they
are found) they cannot stand against the believers (save (where they grasp) a rope from Allah) except if
they believe in Allah (and a rope from men) or take a pledge with the rulers to pay the Jizyah. (They have
incurred anger) they deserved anger (from their Lord, and wretchedness is laid upon them) the attire of
poverty was imposed upon them. (That) ignominy (is because they used to disbelieve the revelations of
Allah) in Muhammad and the Qur'an, (and slew the Prophets wrongfully) i.e. without the prophets having
committed any crime. (That) anger and humiliation (is because they were rebellious) against Allah on the
Sabbath (and used to transgress) by killing the prophets and take as lawful things that were prohibited.

[3:113]

(They are not all alike) i.e. those who believed from among the people of the Book are not like those among
them who have not. (Of the People of the Scripture there is a staunch community) He says: there are
among them a group of upright people who are guided by Allah's divine Oneness: 'Abdullah Ibn Salam and
his followers (who recite the revelations of Allah) the Qur'an (in the night season) in the hours of the night
in their prayer, (falling prostrate (before Him)) praying to Allah.

[3:114]

(They believe in Allah) and in all the Scriptures and messengers (and the Last Day) they believe in
resurrection after death as well as in the bliss of Paradise, (and enjoin right conduct) they enjoin Allah's
divine Oneness and the following of Muhammad (and forbid indecency) disbelief, idolatry and the following
of sorcery and the leaders of misguidance, (and vie one with another in good works) they hasten to perform
good works. (They are of the righteous) of the righteous among the community of Muhammad in Paradise,
such as Abu Bakr and his fellow believers.

[3:115]

(And whatever good) that was mentioned above; and it is also said: whatever act of excellence they perform
towards Muhammad and his Companions (they do) i.e. 'Abdullah Ibn Salam and his followers, (they will not

be denied the meed thereof) its reward will not be forgotten and they shall indeed be rewarded for it. (Allah
is Aware of those who ward off (evil)) ward off disbelief, idolatry and indecency-the reference here being to

'Abdullah Ibn Salam and his followers.

[3:116]

(Lo! the riches) the abundance of riches (and the progeny) and the abundance of progeny (of those who
disbelieve) in Muhammad and in the Qur'an, i.e. Ka'b [Ibn al-Ashraf] and his followers (will not avail them
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aught against Allah) will not avail them against the punishment of Allah; (and such are rightful owners of the
Fire) the dwellers of hell. (They will abide therein) for ever.

[3:117]

(The likeness of that which they spend in this life of the world) He says: the likeness of what the Jews spend
when they are following Judaism (is as the likeness of a biting, icy wind which smites the harvest of a people
who have wronged themselves) by not giving what is due to Allah from it, (and devastateth it) ruined it;
likewise, idolatry destroys one's spending just as wind destroys the harvest. (Allah wronged them not) by
thwarting the benefit of their harvest and spending, (but they did wrong themselves) through disbelief and
withholding what is due to Allah from the harvest.

[3:118]

Allah then forbade the believers from among the Helpers to speak with the Jews or divulge secrets to them,
saying: (O ye who believe! Take not) the Jews (for intimates) confidants (others than your own folk) the
sincere believers, (who would spare no pains to ruin you; they love to hamper you) they love for you to sin
and become idolaters as they themselves have become. (Hatred is revealed by (the utterance of) their
mouths) through vilification and defamation, (but that which their breasts hide is greater) but what they
hide in their hearts of hatred and enmity is even greater. (We have made plain for you the revelations) the
signs of their resentful envy (if you will understand) what is recited to you; it is also said that this means:
We have made the revelations, i.e. the commands and prohibitions, clear so that you know what I command
you.

[3:119]

(Lo! Ye are) O group of believers (those who love them) who love the Jews because of the ties of marriage
and suckling (though they love you not) because of the Religion, (and ye believe in all the Scripture) you
acknowledge all the revealed Books and messengers while they do not. (When they) the hypocrites among
the Jews (fall in with you they say: We believe) in Muhammad and the Qur'an and we acknowledge that his
traits and description are in our Scripture; (but when they go apart) and meet with each other (they bite
their finger tips at you, for rage. Say: Perish in your rage! Lo! Allah is Aware of what is hidden in (your)
breasts) He is Aware of what is in your heart of hatred and enmity.

[3:120]

(If a lucky chance) conquest and booty (befall you, it is evil unto them) the Jews and hypocrites do not like
it, (and if disaster) drought, killing and defeat (strike you they rejoice thereat) they like it. (But if you
persevere) in the face of their harm (and keep from evil) transgressing against Allah (their guile) their
enmity and deeds (will never harm you. Lo! Allah is Surrounding) Allah knows (what they do) of
contravention and enmity.

[3:121]

(And remember when thou settedst forth at daybreak from thy housefolk) when you left Medina for Uhud
(to assign to the believers their positions for the battle) against their enemies, (Allah was Hearer) of your
speech, (Knower) of what befell you and of your leaving the positions which were assigned to you.

[3:122]

(When two parties of you almost) two tribes of believers, the Banu Salamah and Banu Harithah, hid the fact
that they almost (fell away) shrank away from fighting against the enemy on the Day of Uhud, (and Allah
was their Protecting Friend) He preserved them and prevented them from doing so. (In Allah do believers
put their trust) the believers ought to put their trust in Allah when it comes to help and conquest.

[3:123]
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(Allah had already given you the victory at Badr) on the day of the Battle of Badr, (when ye were
contemptible) few in number: 313 men. (So observe your duty to Allah) fear Allah regarding the matter of
war and do not disobey the leader who is in charge of you (in order that ye may be thankful) in order that
you are thankful for his help and blessing.

[3:124]

(And when thou didst say unto the believers) on the Day of Uhud: (Is it not sufficient for you) regarding
your enemy (that your Lord should support) that your Lord should help you (you with three thousand angels
sent down?) from heaven to help you.

[3:125]

(Nay) it is sufficient to you, (but if you persevere) in war with your Prophet, (and keep from evil) and keep
from contravening and disobeying Him, (and) the people of Mecca (attack you suddenly) from the direction
of Mecca, (your Lord will help you) against your enemy (with five thousand angels sweeping on) 5,000
marked angels; it is also said this means: 5,000 angels wearing turbans of wool.

[3:126]

(Allah ordained this) Allah mentioned this help (only as a message of good cheer for you) that you shall
triumph, (and that thereby your hearts might be at rest. Victory) by means of the help of angels (cometh
only from Allah, the Mighty) in His vengeance against those who do not believe in Him, (the Wise) in giving
triumph and sovereignty to whomever He will; it is also said (the Wise) means: the Wise in that which befell
you on the Day of Uhud.

[3:127]

(That He may cut off a part) He says: if He sends His help, it is only in order to kill a group (of those who
disbelieve) the unbelievers of Mecca, (or overwhelm them) defeat them (so that they retire, frustrated) not
having gained the upper hand or booty.

[3:128]

(It is no concern at all of thee (Muhammad)) repentance and punishment are not in your hands whereby
you pray against those who were defeated on the Day of Uhud, the archers and others (whether He relent
towards them) He says: if Allah chooses to relent towards them and forgive them (or punish them) because
of their leaving their positions; (for they are evil-doers) for leaving their positions. It is also said that this
was revealed about two tribes, the 'Asabah and Dhakwan, against whom the Prophet (pbuh) prayed when
they killed some of his Companions.

[3:129]

(Unto Allah belongeth whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever is in the earth) of created beings. (He
forgiveth whom He will) whoever deserves to be forgiven, (and punisheth whom He will) whoever deserves
to be punished. (Allah is Forgiving) of those who repent, (Merciful) towards him who dies in a state of
repentance.

[3:130]
(O ye who believe!) i.e. Thaqif. (Devour not usury, doubling) the silver coin (and quadrupling) the appointed
period for repayment. (Observe your duty to Allah) fear Allah regarding the consumption of usury, (that ye

may be successful) so that you be saved from Allah's wrath and punishment.

[3:131]
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(And ward off (from yourselves) the Fire) fear the Fire regarding the consumption of usury which was
(prepared) created (for disbelievers) in Allah and in the prohibition of usury.

[3:132]

(And obey Allah and the messenger) concerning the prohibition of usury and its avoidance, (that ye may find
mercy) in order that mercy encompasses you such that you are saved and not punished.

[3:133]

(And vie one with another for forgiveness from your Lord) hasten to repent of usury and from all
transgressions and reach for forgiveness from your Lord, (and for a Paradise) by means of righteous works
and avoidance of usury (as wide as are the heavens and the earth) if they were to be joined to each other,
(prepared) created (for those who ward off (evil)) ward off disbelief, idolatry, indecencies, and the
consumption of usury;

[3:134]

And then He showed who they were, saying: (Those who spend (of that which Allah hath given them) in
ease and in adversity) He says: those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah is times of comfort and in
times of hardship, (those who control their wrath) those who check their anger, keeping their hot-
temperedness to themselves (and are forgiving towards mankind) towards slaves; (Allah loveth the good)
He loves those who are kind towards slaves and freemen.

[3:135]

The following was then revealed about a man from the Helpers because he stared at, touched and kissed
the wife of a man from Thagqif, saying: (And those who, when they do an evil thing) a transgression (or
wrong themselves) by staring at [women], touching or kissing (remember Allah) fear Allah (and implore
forgiveness for their sins) repent of their sins (-who forgiveth sins save Allah only?) the sins of he who
repents (-and will not knowingly) i.e. knowing that it is a transgression against Allah (repeat (the wrong)
they did).

[3:136]

(The reward of such will be forgiveness) of their sins (from their Lord, and Gardens beneath) beneath its
trees and habitations (which rivers) of wine, water, honey and milk (flow, wherein they will abide for ever)
in Paradise, never to die or leave it, (a bountiful reward for workers!) the reward of those who repent is
Paradise and all that which was mentioned.

[3:137]
(Systems) with reward and forgiveness for those who repent and punishment and destruction for those who
do not repent (have passed away before you) have passed in bygone nations. (Do but travel in the land and

see) and reflect upon (the nature of the consequence) how the ultimate end was (for those who did deny)
the messengers and did not repent of their disbelief.

[3:138]
(This is a declaration for mankind) this Qur'an shows for mankind what is lawful and unlawful, (a guidance)
from error (and an admonition) a counsel and proscription (unto those who ward off (evil)) ward off

disbelief, idolatry and indecencies.

[3:139]
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Allah then comforted them about that which befell them on the Day of Uhud, saying: (Faint not) do not
weaken in front of your enemies (nor grieve) about that which you missed of booty on the Day of Uhud, for
Allah will reward you in the Hereafter, just as you should not grieve about the killings and wounds inflicted
on you, (for ye will overcome them) the ultimate result will be yours through triumph and domination (if ye
are (indeed) believers) that triumph and domination is from Allah.

[3:140]

(If ye have received a blow) if you were harmed on the Day of Uhud, (the (disbelieving) people) the people
of Mecca (have received) on the Day of Badr (a blow) harm (the like thereof) like the harm you received on
the Day of Uhud: (These are (only) the vicissitudes) the days of the life of this world (which We cause to
follow one another for mankind) sometimes the believers have the upper hand over the unbelievers and
sometimes it is the unbelievers who have the upper hand over the believers, (to the end that Allah may
know) that He may see (those who believe) at the time of jihad (and may choose witnesses from among
you) He honours whom He wills among you with martyrdom; (and Allah loveth not wrong-doers) He loves
not the idolaters, their religion or their domination.

[3:141]

(And that Allah may prove) may forgive (those who believe) for that which befalls them in jihad, (and may
blight the disbelievers) and may destroy the unbelievers in war.

[3:142]

(Or deemed ye) do you think, O group of believers (that you would enter Paradise) without fighting (while
yet Allah knoweth not) has not seen (those of you who really strive) in the way of Allah on the Day of Uhud,
(nor knoweth those (of you) who are steadfast?) has not see those who are steadfast in the fight against
their enemies on the Day of Uhud.

[3:143]

(And verily ye used to wish for death) in war (before ye met it (in the field)) on the Day of Uhud. (Now ye
have seen it) you have seen fighting and war on the Day of Uhud, (with your eyes!) you saw the swords of
the unbelievers, ran away from them and did not remain unshaken with your Prophet!

[3:144]

When they said to the Messenger of Allah (pbuh): “O Prophet of Allah! We heard that you were killed, this is
why we ran from the enemy,” Allah revealed the following: (Muhammad is but a messenger, messengers
(the like of whom) have passed away before him) before him other messengers have passed away. (Will it
be that, when he) Muhammad (dieth or is slain) in the way of Allah, (you will turn back on your heels?) you
will return to your old religion. (He who turneth back) returns to his old religion (does no hurt to Allah) such
return will not harm Allah, (and Allah will reward the thankful) He will reward the believers for their faith and
jihad.

[3:145]

(No soul can ever die except by Allah's leave) except by Allah's will and decree (and at a term appointed) a
man's lifespan and sustenance are both registered at an appointed term, and none shall take place before its
due time. (Whoso desireth) with his works and jihad (the reward of the world) the benefit of this worldly life,
(We bestow on him thereof) We shall give him from this worldly life what he desires but he does not have
any share in the Hereafter; (and whoso desireth) with his works and jihad (the reward of the Hereafter) the
benefit of the Hereafter, (We bestow on him thereof) We shall give him of the Hereafter what he desires.
(We shall reward the thankful) reward the believers for their faith and jihad.

[3:146]
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(And with how many a prophet have there been a number of devoted men who fought (beside him)) against
scores of unbelievers. (They quailed not) the believers did not weaken (for aught that befell them in the way
of Allah) in terms of death and injury; it is also said that this means: how many prophets were killed
alongside scores of believers, but the believers did not weaken due to that which befell them in the way of
Allah-the killing of their prophets-in obedience of Allah, (nor did they weaken) they did not lack strength to
fight their enemies, (nor were they brought low) they did not abase themselves before their enemy; it is also
said that this means: they did not surrender to their enemy. (Allah loveth the steadfast) in fighting their
enemy alongside their Prophet.

[3:147]

(Their cry) the cry of the believers after the killing of their prophet (was only that they said: Our Lord) O our
Lord! (Forgive us for our sins) sins other than the enormities (and wasted efforts) by committing grave sins,
i.e. enormities, (make our foothold sure) in war, (and give us victory over the disbelieving folk).

[3:148]

(So Allah gave them the reward of the world) conquest and booty (and the good reward of the Hereafter)
Paradise. (Allah loveth those whose deeds are good) Allah loves believers in the act of jihad.

[3:149]

(O ye who believe) meaning: Hudhayfa [Ibn al-Yaman] and '‘Ammar [Ibn Yasir]! (If ye obey those who
disbelieve) i.e. Ka'b [Ibn al-Ashraf] and his followers, (they will make you turn back on your heels) they will
make you return to your old religion: disbelief, (and ye turn back as losers) duped for loosing both this
worldly life and the Hereafter and also for receiving Allah's punishment.

[3:150]

(But Allah is your Protector) He preserves you and will make you triumphant against them, (and He is the
best of helpers) He is the strongest of helpers.

[3:151]

Allah then mentioned the defeat of the unbelievers on the Day of Uhud, saying: (We shall cast terror) fear of
you such that they run from you (into the hearts of those who disbelieve) the unbelievers of Mecca (because
they ascribe unto Allah partners, for which no warrant hath been revealed) either in a Scripture nor taught
by a messenger. (Their habitation) their dwelling-place (is the Fire, and hapless the abode of the wrong-
doers) the dwelling-place of the unbelievers is the Fire.

[3:152]

Allah then mentions His promise to the believers on the Day of Uhud, saying: (Allah verily made good His
promise unto you) on the Day of Uhud (when ye routed them) when you killed them at the beginning of the
fight (by His leave) by His command and help, (until (the moment) when your courage failed you) to fight
against the enemy, (and ye disagreed about the order) you disagreed about the question of war (and ye
disobeyed) the Prophet by leaving your positions, (after He had shown you that for which ye long) victory
and booty. (Some of you) some of the archers (desired the world) with their jihad and fighting. This refers
to those who abandoned their positions and rushed to gather the booty, (and some of you desired the
Hereafter) with their jihad and fighting. This refers to 'Abdullah Ibn Jubayr and his fellow believers who
remained at their positions until they were killed. (Therefore He made you flee from them) defeated and
made them triumph over you, (that He might try you) that He might test you with the archers' disobedience.
(Yet now He hath forgiven you) He did not exterminate you. (Allah is a Lord of Kindness to believers) in that
He did not exterminate them, i.e. the archers.
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[3:153]

Then Allah mentioned how they turned their back on the Prophet (pbuh) because of their fear of the enemy,
saying: (When ye climbed) the hill after being defeated (and paid no heed to anyone) paid no heed to the
Prophet and did not wait for him, (while the messenger) Muhammad, (in your rear, was calling you (to
fight)) he was behind you, O group of believers, saying: I am Allah's Messenger, stop and fight! (Therefore
He rewarded you grief for (his) grief) in addition to the grief wrought upon you by Khalid Ibn al-Walid, He
also inflicted on you the grief of death and defeat, (that (He might teach) you not to sorrow either for that
which ye missed) of booty (or for that which befell you) and that you do not sorrow for that which befell you
of deaths and injuries. (Allah is Informed of what ye do) in jihad as well as in defeat.

[3:154]

Allah then mentioned His blessings upon them, saying: (Then, after grief, He sent down security for you)
from the enemy. (As slumber did it overcome a party of you) such that those among you who had sincerity
and certitude slept, (while (the other) party, who were anxious on their own account) who were overcome
with anxiousness about themselves. This refers to Mu'attib Ibn Qushayr, the hypocrite, and his fellows who
were not overcome by sleep, (thought wrongly of Allah) that He would not come to the help of His
Messenger and his Companions, (the thought of ignorance) as they did think of Him in the time of ignorance
[before the advent of Islam]. (They said: Have we any part in the cause) any part in triumph and
domination? (Say) O Muhammad: (The cause) triumph and domination (belongeth wholly to Allah) they are
in the Hand of Allah. (They hide within themselves (a thought) which they reveal not unto you) for fear that
they would be killed, (saying: Had we had any part in the cause we should not have been slain here. Say) to
the hypocrites, O Muhammad: (Even though ye had been in your houses) in Medina, (those appointed to be
slain would have gone forth to the places where they were to lie) where they were to be killed at Uhud. ((All
this has been) in order that Allah might try) test (what is in your breasts) what is in the breast of the
hypocrites (and prove) bring to the fore (what is in your hearts) of hypocrisy. (Allah is Aware of what is
hidden in the breasts (of men)) He knows what is in people's hearts of good and evil, i.e. the hearts of
hypocrites; it is also said that it refers to the hearts of the archers.

[3:155]

Allah then mentioned those who fled on the Day of Uhud, saying (Lo! those of you who turned back)
defeated, meaning: 'Uthman Ibn 'Affan and his fellow believers (on the day when the two hosts) the hosts
of Muhammad and Abu Sufyan (met, Satan alone it was who caused them to backslide) Satan enticed them
to believe that Muhammad was killed and thus fled to a place about six parasangs (farasikh) from the scene.
They were six people in all, (because of some of that which they have earned) because of leaving their
positions. (Now Allah hath forgiven them) since He did not exterminate them. (Lo! Allah is Forgiving) of
those who repented among them. (Clement) for He did not hasten their punishment.

[3:156]

Then Allah said to the Companions of Muhammad: (O ye who believe!) in Muhammad and the Qur'an. (Be
not) in war (as those who disbelieved) in secret, i.e. 'Abdullah Ibn Ubayy and his followers who returned to
Medina (and said of their brethren) the hypocrites (who went abroad in the land) who journeyed with the
Companions of Muhammad (or were fighting in the field) or went with their Prophet in a fighting expedition:
(If they had been (here) with us) in Medina (they would not have died) on their journey (or been killed)
during the fighting expedition; (that Allah may make it) make that doubt (anguish) grief (in their hearts.
Allah giveth life) on the journey (and causeth death) settlement; (and Allah is Seer of what ye do) of what
you say.

[3:157]
(And what though ye be slain in Allah's way) O group of hypocrites (or die therein?) in your own homes

while being sincere. (Surely pardon from Allah) of your sins (and mercy) by being spared punishment (are
better than all that they amass) in this world of wealth.

74



[3:158]

(What though ye be slain) on a journey or in settlement (or die) in a fighting expedition, (when unto Allah
you are gathered?) after you die.

[3:159]

(It was by the mercy of Allah that thou wert lenient with them (O Muhammad), for if thou hadst been stern)
harsh in speech (and fierce of heart) coarse with them (they would have dispersed from round about thee.
So pardon them) pardon your Companions for that which may ensue from them (and ask forgiveness for
them) from that transgression which ensues from them (and consult with them upon the conduct of affairs)
in matter of war. (And when thou art resolved) to do something, (then put your trust in Allah) to give you
triumph and domination. (Lo! Allah loveth those who put their trust) in Him.

[3:160]

(If Allah is your helper) as on the Day of Badr (none can overcome you) none of your enemy shall overcome
you, (and if He withdraw His help from you) as on the Day of Uhud, (who is there who can help you) He will
make that no one overcomes your enemy? (In Allah let believers put their trust) the believers should put
their trust in Allah that He will give them triumph and domination.

[3:161]

Then Allah mentioned their surmise about the Prophet (pbuh) that he was not going to divide any of the
booty among them, and because of this they left their positions, saying: (It is not for any Prophet) it is not
permissible for any prophet (to deceive) to cheat his community regarding booty; it is also possible that the
meaning is: it is not permissible for a community to deceive its prophet. (Whoso deceiveth) as regards any
of the booty (will bring his deceit with him) carried on his neck (on the Day of Resurrection. Then every soul
will be paid in full what it hath earned) that which it has deceived and also other things; (and they will not
be wronged) their good works will not be diminished and their evil deeds will not be increased.

[3:162]

(Is one who followth the pleasure of Allah) in taking the fifth and shunning deceit (as one who hath earned
condemnation from Allah) as one who deserves Allah's wrath due to his deception, (whose habitation) i.e.
the dwelling of the deceiver (is the Fire, a hapless journey's end?) where he shall end up.

[3:163]

(There are degrees (of grace and reprobation) with Allah) He says: those who leave deceit have different
ranks with Allah in Paradise; but those who deceive will occupy different levels in hell, (and Allah is Seer of
what ye do) whether it is deception or other things.

[3:164]

Allah then mentions his blessings on them, saying: (Allah verily hath shown grace to the believers by
sending unto them a messenger) of the Children of Adam whose lineage is well known (of their own) an
Arab, like them, from the tribe of the Quraysh (who reciteth unto them His revelations) the Qur'an
containing commands and prohibitions, (and causeth them to grow) he purifies them by means of the
attestation of Allah's divine Oneness from idolatry as well as by cleansing them from their sins, (and
teacheth them the Scripture) the Qur'an (and wisdom) the lawful and the prohibited; (although before) the
advent of Muhammad and the Qur'an (they were in flagrant error) they were adherents of disbelief.

[3:165]
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He then mentioned their misfortune on the Day of Uhud, saying: (And was it so, when a disaster smote you)
on the Day of Uhud, (though you had smitten (them with a disaster) twice (as great)) as you inflicted on the
people of Mecca, on the Day of Badr, a disaster twice that inflicted on you on the Day of Uhud, (that ye
said: How is this?) how can this befall us when we are Muslims. (Say) O Muhammad: (It is from yourselves)
it is due to the transgression you committed yourselves when you left your positions. (Lo! Allah is Able to do
all things) whether it is punishment or something else.

[3:166]

(That which befell you) of deaths and injuries, (on the day when the two armies) the army of Muhammad
and that of Abu Sufyan (met, was by permission of Allah) by His will and decree; (that He might know the
true believers) that He might see the believers in jihad;

[3:167]

(And that He might know the hypocrites) and that He might see the hypocrites, 'Abdullah Ibn Ubayy and his
followers, returning to Medina, (unto whom it was said) 'Abdullah Ibn Jubayr said to them: (Come) to Uhud
and (fight in the way of Allah, or defend yourselves) and your wives and children against the enemy, or
increase the number of believers. (They answered: If we knew) there was (aught of fighting we would
follow you) to Uhud. (On that day they were nearer disbelief than faith) or the believers; it is also said that
this means: their return to disbelief and the disbelievers was closer than their return to faith and the
believers. (They utter with their mouths a thing which is not in their hearts) to corroborate it. (Allah is best
aware of what they hide) of disbelief and hypocrisy.

[3:168]

They are (Those who, while they sat at home) and refrained from jihad, (said of their brethren) the
hypocrites in Medina: (If they) i.e. Muhammad and his Companions by remaining in Medina (had been
guided by us they would not have been slain) in their military expedition. (Say) O Muhammad, to the
hypocrites: (Then avert death from yourselves if ye are truthful) in your claim.

[3:169]

(Think not) consider not (of those, who are slain in the way of Allah) on the Day of Badr and Uhud, (as
dead) like any other dead people. (Nay, they are living) they are like the living. (With their Lord they have
provision) they are given gifts.

[3:170]

(Jubilant (are they) because of that which Allah hath bestowed upon them of His bounty) of His honouring,
(rejoicing for the sake of those who have not joined them but are left behind:) rejoicing because their
brothers who are still in this world will join them because they have been given the good news that they will
(that there shall no fear come upon them) when others are struck with fear (neither shall they grieve) when
others grieve.

[3:171]

(They rejoice because of favour from Allah) because of a reward from Allah (and kindness) and honour, (and
that Allah wasteth not) thwarts not (the wage of the believers) regarding jihad, i.e. that which befalls them
in the course of jihad.

[3:172]

Allah then mentioned their accompaniment of the Prophet (pbuh) in the lesser Badr (Badr al-Sughra),

saying: (As for those who heard the call of Allah) answered Allah by obeying Him (and His messenger) by
accompanying him in the lesser Badr (after the harm) on the Day of Uhud (befell them (in the fight); for
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such of them as do right) by accompanying the Prophet (pbuh) at the lesser Badr (and ward off (evil)) ward
off contravention against Allah and disobeying the Messenger, (there is great reward) abundant reward in
Paradise,

[3:173]

It was also revealed about them: (Those unto whom men said) said to Nu'aym Ibn Mas'ud al-Ashja'i: (Lo!
the people) Abu Sufyan and his men (have gathered against you) at the Lutaymah, the latter being a market
near Mecca, (therefore fear them) fear going out to fight them. (But) this only (increased the faith of them)
emboldened them even more (and they cried: Allah is sufficient for us!) Allah is sufficient to give victory.
(Most Excellent is He in Whom we trust!) our trust is in Allah.

[3:174]

(So they returned with grace) reward (and favour from Allah,) and profit from that which they traded in the

market place; it is also said that this means: booty (and no harm) fighting or defeat (touched them) in going
and returning. (They followed the good pleasure of Allah) by accompanying the Prophet (pbuh) at the lesser
Badr, (and Allah) by driving the enemy from them (is of Infinite Bounty) favour.

[3:175]

(It is only the devil) the one who was scaring you with ways of the devil, i.e. Nu'aym Ibn Mas'ud. Allah called
him a devil because he was a follower of Satan and his whisperings (who would make (men) fear his
partisans) He says: he makes you fear his partisans: the unbelievers. (Fear them not) in your sortie; (fear
Me) if you stay back, (if you are true believers) if you believe in His bringing back the dead to life.

[3:176]

Then Allah mentioned how the hypocrites hastened to ally themselves with the Jews, saying: (Let not their
conduct grieve thee) O Muhammad, or sadden you, (who run easily) who hasten (to disbelief) the hastening
of the hypocrites to ally themselves with the Jews, (for Lo! they injure Allah not at all) they will not harm
Allah by hastening to join the Jews as allies. (It is Allah's will) Allah wants (to assign them) i.e. the Jews and
hypocrites (no portion) no share (in the Hereafter) in Paradise, (and theirs will be an awful doom) as awful
as can be.

[3:177]

(Those who purchase disbelief at the price of faith) those who preferred disbelief to faith: the hypocrites
(harm Allah not at all) they do not harm Allah by choosing disbelief, (but theirs will be a painful doom)
whose agony will spread to their hearts.

[3:178]

Allah then mentioned how He gives them respite despite their indulgence in disbelief, saying: (And let not
those who disbelieve) the Jews (imagine that the rein We give them) that the respite, progeny and wealth
We give them (bodeth good unto their souls. We only give them rein) wealth and progeny (that they may
grow in sinfulness) sinfulness in this world, later to be thrown into the dungeons of hell in the Hereafter.
(And theirs will be a shameful doom) by means of which they shall be shamed day after day and hour after
hour; it is also said that this means: a severe doom; and it is also said that from (Let not their conduct
grieve you) to (And theirs will be a shameful doom) was revealed about the idolaters of Mecca on the Day of
Uhud.

[3:179]

With regard to the idolaters saying to Muhammad: “You say to us that there are amongst us believers and
unbelievers. Show us, O Muhammad, who believes among us and who does not”, Allah then said: (It is not
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(the purpose) of Allah to leave the believers) and unbelievers (in your present state) of religion until the
believer becomes an unbeliever and the unbeliever becomes a believer if it is so in His decree (till He shall
separate the wicked from the good) the damned from the felicitous, the unbeliever from the believer and the
hypocrite from the sincere. (And it is not (the purpose of) Allah to let you know) O people of Mecca (the
unseen) such that you know who believes and who does not. (But Allah chooseth) selects (of His
messengers whom He will) i.e. Muhammad, and informs him of some of the unseen through revelation. (So
believe in Allah and His messengers) believe in all the messengers and Scriptures. (If ye believe) in Allah and
all the Scriptures and messengers (and ward off (evil)) ward off disbelief and idolatry, (yours will be a vast
reward) an abundant reward in Paradise.

[3:180]

Allah then mentioned the miserliness of the Jews and hypocrites in relation to that which Allah hath given
them, saying: (And let not those who hoard up that which Allah hath bestowed upon them of His bounty) in
terms of wealth (think that it is better for them. Nay, it is worse for them. That which they hoard) of wealth,
i.e. gold and silver (will be their collar on the Day of Resurrection) will be used as a collar of fire around their
necks. (Allah's is the heritage of the heavens and the earth) the stores of the heavens and earth, i.e. rain
and vegetation, are Allah's; it is also said that this means: the dwellers of the heavens and earth will die and
dominion shall be for Allah, the One, the Conqueror, (and Allah is Informed of what ye do) of acts of
generosity or miserliness.

[3:181]

Then Allah mentioned the Jews, Finhas Ibn 'Azura' and his friends when they said: “*O Muhammad! Allah is
poor: He is asking us to give Him a loan”, saying (Verily Allah heard the saying of those) Finhas Ibn 'Azura’
and his fellows (who said, (when asked for contributions to the war): “Allah, forsooth, is poor) He needs us
to give Him a loan, (and we are rich!”) and we do not need a loan from Him. (We shall record their saying)
We shall preserve for them what they have said in the Hereafter (with their slaying of the Prophets) just as
We shall record for them their slaying of the prophets (wrongfully) without them having committed any
crime (and We shall say: Taste ye the punishment of burning!) which is very severe.

[3:182]

(This) punishment (is on account of that which your own hands have sent before you) which your hands
have earned. (Allah is no oppressor of (His) bondmen) such that He punishes them without them having
committed a crime.

[3:183]

((The same are) those) i.e. the Jews (who say: Lo! Allah hath charged us) Allah has commanded us in the
Scripture (that we believe not in any messenger) we will not accept that anyone is sent with a message
(until he bring us an offering which fire (from heaven) shall devour) that is until Allah sends a fire which will
devour this offering, as it happened in the time of the [Jewish] prophets. (Say) O Muhammad: (Messengers
came unto you before me with miracles) with commands and prohibitions as well as signs, (and with that
(very miracle) which ye describe) of an offering [devoured by fire], Zachariah, John and Jesus. (Why then
did ye slay them?) why did you kill John and Zachariah, when such an offering [devoured by fire] took place
during their time. ((Answer that) if ye are truthful) in your claim.

[3:184]

When they replied that their fathers never killed any prophet wrongfully, Allah said: (And if they deny thee)
O Muhammad regarding what you say to them, do not be saddened, (even so did they deny messengers
who were before you) their people denied them, (who came with miracles) with commands and prohibitions
and signs of prophethood (and with the Psalms) and with the news relating to the Scriptures of past nations
(and with the Scripture giving light) showing the lawful and the prohibited.
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[3:185]

Allah then mentioned their deaths and what happens after their deaths, saying: (Every soul) that breathes
(will taste of death. And ye will be paid on the Day of Resurrection only that which ye have fairly earned) the
reward of your works. (Whoso is removed from the Fire) by means of declaring Allah's divine Oneness and
doing righteous works (and is made to enter Paradise, he indeed is triumphant) in that he gains Paradise
and that which it contains, and is further saved from hell and that which it contains. (The life of this world is
but comfort of illusion) which is comparable to the relative duration of the stuff one has at home such as
pottery, bottles, and the like.

[3:186]

Allah then mentioned the harm that the unbelievers inflicted on the Prophet and his Companions, saying:
(Assuredly ye will be tried) you will be tested (in your property) by the loss of your property (and in your
persons) and in what befalls your persons of sicknesses, pain, killings, beatings and general misfortunes,
(and ye will hear much wrong from those who were given the Scripture before you) i.e. the Jews and
Christians: you will hear vilification, defamation, lies and false testimony against Allah, (and from the
idolaters) i.e. the Arab idolaters. (But if ye persevere) in the face of their harm (and ward off (evil)) and
ward off transgressing against Allah while facing such harm, (then that) steadfastness and endurance (is of
the steadfast heart of things) is the best of things and the most firm for believers.

[3:187]

Then Allah mentioned His covenant with the people of the Book in the Scripture, which required them to
exposit the traits and description of His Prophet, saying: (And (remember) when Allah laid a charge on those
who had received the Scripture) i.e. the Torah and the Gospel ((He said): Ye are to expound it) the trait and
description of Muhammad (to mankind and not to hide it) not to hide these traits and description of
Muhammad in their Scripture. (But they flung it behind their backs) and did not act upon it (and bought
thereby a little gain) a paltry acquisition in their means of living by hiding the traits and description of
Muhammad in their Scripture. (Verily evil is that which they have gained thereby) evil is that which they
have chosen for themselves: Judaism and the concealment of the traits and description of Muhammad.

[3:188]

Allah then mentioned their longing for praise and credit for that which they-the Jews-did not have, saying:
(Think not) suppose not, O Muhammad (that those who exult in what they have given) whereby they
changed the traits and description of Muhammad in their Scripture, (and love to be praised for what they
have not done) they like that people say they have good in them when they do not. They like that people
say that they are follower of the Religion of Abraham and that they are good to the poor. (Think not) O
Muhammad, (they are in safety from the doom. A painful doom is theirs) a severe torment shall be theirs.

[3:189]

(Unto Allah belongeth the Sovereignty of the heavens and the earth) to Allah belong the stores of the
heavens (rain) and the earth (vegetation). (Allah is Able to do all things) in relation to the dwellers of the
heavens and the earth and to their stores.

[3:190]

Allah then exposited on the sign of His ability to the unbelievers of Mecca when they said: "O Muhammad,
bring us a clear sign to prove what you are saying", saying: (Lo! In the creation of the heavens) in that
which We created in the heavens of angels, the sun, moon, stars and clouds (and the earth) and in the
creation of the earth and what is in it of mountains, seas, trees and beasts (and (in) the difference of night
and day) and in the alternation of day and night (are tokens (of His sovereignty)) signs of His divine
Oneness (for men of understanding) for those among them who have reasons,
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[3:191]

(Such as remember Allah) pray to Allah, (standing) when they are able to, (sitting) when they cannot stand,
(and reclining) when they can neither stand nor sit, (and consider) the marvellous things which are
contained in (the creation of the heavens and the earth, (and say): Our Lord) they say: O our Lord! (Thou
createdst not this in vain) for nothing. (Glory be to Thee!) exalt Allah [from any thought that He created
them in vain]. (Preserve us from the doom of Fire) drive away from us the torment of hell.

[3:192]

(Our Lord) they say: O our Lord! (Whom Thou causest to enter the Fire: him indeed Thou hast confounded)
You have humiliated. (For evil-doers) for the idolaters (there will be no helpers) none will prevent what is
going to happen to them in the Hereafter.

[3:193]

(Our Lord!) they say: O our Lord. (Lo! we have heard a crier) they mean Muhammad (calling unto Faith)
calling to Allah's divine Oneness: (“Believe ye in your Lord!” So we believed) in You, in Your Scripture as well
as in Your Messenger. (Our Lord! Therefore forgive us our sins) our enormities, (and remit from us) overlook
(our evil deeds) other than enormities, (and make us die the death of the righteous) take our souls to You in
a state of faith and gather them with the souls of the prophets and the righteous.

[3:194]

(Our Lord!) and they say: O our Lord. (And give us that which Thou hast promised to us by Thy
messengers) on the tongue of Your Messenger, i.e. Muhammad. (Confound us not) torment us not (upon
the Day of Resurrection) as You will torment the unbelievers. (Lo! Thou breakest not the tryst) resurrection
after death and that which You have promised the believers.

[3:195]

(And their Lord hath heard them) and answered their request ((and He saith): Lo! I suffer not the work of
any worker, male or female, to be lost) I thwart not the actions of any one of you. (Ye proceed one from
another) if some of you follow the religion of others or are allies to them. Allah then exposited the honour
He bestowed upon the Emigrants (al-Muhajirun), saying: (So those who fled) from Mecca to Medina with the
Prophet (pbuh) and after the Prophet (and were driven forth from their homes) the Meccan unbelievers
drove them from their homes in Mecca (and suffered damage for My cause) for My obedience, (and fought)
the enemy in the way of Allah (and were slain) until they were killed, (verily I shall remit their evil deeds
from them) which were committed in the course of jihad (and verily I shall bring them into Gardens beneath
which) beneath its trees and habitations (rivers) rivers of wine, water, honey and milk (flow. A reward from
Allah) a recompense for them from Allah. (And with Allah is the fairest of rewards) a good return which is
better than their reward.

[3:196]

Allah then reminded them of the evanescence of this world and of the continuity of the Hereafter, and
encouraged them to seek the latter, saying: (Let not the vicissitude (of the success) of those who disbelieve
in the land) the coming and going of the Jews for trade, (deceive thee) O Muhammad! Although Muhammad
is here the addressee, this is directed at his Companions.

[3:197]

(It is but a brief comfort) it is but a paltry benefit in the life of this world. (And afterward their habitation will
be hell, an ill abode) an ill spread and end result.

[3:198]
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(But those who keep their duty to their Lord) Allah says: and those who believe in the divine Oneness of
their Lord by repenting from disbelief, (for them are Gardens beneath which) beneath its trees and
habitations (rivers) of wine, water, honey and milk (flow, wherein they will be safe for ever) they dwell
therein for eternity, never to die or to leave it. (A gift of welcome) a reward (from their Lord. That which
Allah hath in store) in terms of reward (is better for the righteous) for those who declare Allah's divine
Oneness than that which He has given the unbelievers in the life of this world.

[3:199]

Allah then described those from the people of the Book who had believed-'Abdullah Ibn Salam and his
followers-saying: (And Lo! of the People of the Scripture there are some who believe in Allah and that which
is revealed unto you) the Qur'an (and that which was revealed unto them) of Scripture: the Torah,
(humbling themselves before Allah) humble and meek vis-a-vis Allah in worship. (They purchase not a
trifling gain) a paltry recompense of means of living (at the price of the revelations of Allah) by hiding the
traits and description of Muhammad in the Scripture. (Verily their reward) their recompense (is with their
Lord) in Paradise, (and Lo! Allah is swift to take account) when He takes people into account, He is very
swift.

[3:200]

Allah then encouraged them to be steadfast in jihad and misfortunes, saying: (O ye who believe!) in
Muhammad and the Qur'an. (Endure) in jihad along with your Prophet, (outdo all others in endurance)
overwhelm and overcome your enemy, (be ready) along with your Prophet for your enemy as long as they
stand in wait to attack you; it is also said that this means: (Endure) the performance of the obligations and
the avoidance of transgressions, (outdo all others in endurance) overwhelm and overcome the partisans of
deviant beliefs and blameworthy innovations, (be ready) with your horses for the sake of Allah, (and observe
your duty to Allah) obey Allah in that which He has commanded you, such that you never abstain from it, (in
order that ye may succeed) in order that you be saved from Allah's wrath and punishment'.

And of the surah in which the women are mentioned, which is Medinan in its entirety and consists of 3,940
words and 16,030 letters.

Surah 4: Women (al-Nisa’)

And of the surah in which the women are mentioned, which is Medinan in its entirety and consists of 3,940 words and
16,030 letters.

[4:1]

And on his authority from Ibn 'Abbas on Allah's saying: (O mankind!) [he said:] 'This is an expression of
general applicability, but it could also be of particular applicability. (Be careful of your duty to your Lord)
obey your Lord (Who created you) by means of copulation (from a single soul) from the soul of Adam alone,
for the soul of Eve was included in his (and from it) from the soul of Adam (created its mate) Eve (and from
them twain has spread abroad) He created through the copulation of Adam and Eve (a multitude of men
and women) scores of human beings: male and female. (Be careful of your duty towards Allah) obey Allah
(in Whom ye claim (your rights) of one another) your stuff and rights by Allah's right, (and towards the
wombs (that bare you)) and also by the right of kinship and filiation; or it could also mean: keep the ties of
kinship and do not sever them. (Lo! Allah hath been a Watcher over you) He has been a Protector: He shall
ask you about that which He has commanded you of acts of obedience and keeping ties of kinship.

[4:2]

(Give unto orphans their wealth) which is with you when they reach the legal age. (Exchange not the good
for the bad (in your management)) do not consume their wealth which is prohibited for you while leaving
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your own wealth which is lawful for you (nor absorb their wealth into your own wealth) by mixing them. (Lo!
That) wrongfully consuming the wealth of the orphan (would be a great sin) which will be met by Allah's
punishment. This was revealed about a man from Ghatafan who had in his possession a great amount of
wealth that belonged to his orphaned nephew. When this verse was revealed he decided to separate the
wealth of his nephew from his own for fear of committing a sin. Allah then revealed the following:

[4:3]

(And if ye fear that ye will not deal fairly by the orphans) and if you fear that you will not preserve orphans'
wealth, you should also fear not dealing fairly with women in relation to providing sustenance and
apportionment. This was because they used to marry as many women as they liked, as many as nine or ten.
Qays Ibn al-Harth for example had eight wives. Allah forbade them from doing so and prohibited them from
marrying more than four wives, saying: (marry of the women, who seem good to you) marry that which
Allah has made lawful for you, (two or three or four) marry one, two, three or four but do not marry more
than four wives; (and if ye fear that ye cannot do justice) to four wives in relation to apportionment and
providing sustenance (then one (only)) then marry only one free woman (or that your right hands possess)
of captives, and in that case you do not owe them any apportionment, and they need not observe any
waiting period. (Thus it) marrying just one woman (is more likely that ye will not do injustice) that you will
not incline to some at the expense of others or that you transgress regarding the provision of sustenance
and apportionment to four wives.

[4:4]

(And give unto the women, (whom ye marry) free gift) as an obligation from Allah upon you (of their
marriage portions) their dowries; (but if they of their own accord remit unto you a part thereof) if they make
lawful for you to take some of the dowry, (then ye are welcome to absorb it (in your wealth)) there is no
blame or sin on you if you do so. Before Islam, men used to marry without giving any dowry to their wives.

[4:5]

(Give not unto the foolish) do not give to those who are ignorant of the rights of women and children (your
wealth which Allah hath given you to maintain) as a means of living; (but feed and clothe them from it) be
yourselves responsible for feeding and clothing them, for you know better than them the right thing to do
concerning sustenance and alms giving, (and speak kindly unto them) if you do not have anything to give
them, promise them that you will clothe them and give to them.

[4:6]

(Prove orphans) test the intelligence of orphans (till they reach the marriageable age) the age of puberty;
(then, if ye find them of) if you see that they possess (sound judgement) righteousness in Religion and a
tendency to protect their wealth, (deliver over unto them their fortune) then give their wealth which is with
you; (and devour it not squandering) it in transgression and unlawfully (and in haste) in haste lest the
orphan grows older and consumes it little by little (lest they should grow up) for fear that they grow older
and stop you from devouring their wealth. (Whoso (of the guardians) is rich) and needs not the orphan's
wealth, (let him abstain generously) because of his richness from taking of the property of orphans, nor
should he diminish anything from their wealth; (and whoso is poor) and needy (let him take thereof in
reason (for his guardianship)) in measure, such that he is not in need for the wealth of orphans; it is also
said that this means: he should take from the wealth of orphans in proportion with the measure of his work
regarding this wealth; and it is also said that this means: he can take from the wealth of orphans as a loan
to be paid back. (And when ye deliver up their fortune unto orphans) when they reach the legal age, (have
(the transaction) witnessed in their presence) when you deliver it to them. (Allah sufficeth as a Reckoner)
Allah suffices as a witness. This verse was revealed about Thabit Ibn Rifa'ah al-Ansari.

[4:7]

Allah then mentioned the share of men and women in inheritance-because they were not in the habit of
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giving any inheritance to women and children-saying: (Unto the men (of a family) belongeth a share of that
which parents and near kindred leave, and unto the women a share of that which parents and near kindred
leave, whether it is a little or much) whether the inheritance is much or little (a legal share) a determined
share whether it is much or little, but He did not specify these shares. Allah did expound consequently on
the exact value of these shares. This verse was revealed about Umm Kuhhah and her daughters who had an
uncle who did not give them anything from their inheritance.

[4:8]

(And when kinsfolk) who are not entitled to receive a share of the inheritance (and orphans) the orphans of
believers before the division of the inheritance (and the needy) the needy among believers (are present at
the division) of the heritage, (bestow on them there from) give them something of the inheritance before
you proceed to divide it upon those who are entitled to receive it (and speak kindly unto them) if the
inheritor has not yet reached the age of puberty, by promising them to speak to the inheritor about giving
them something.

[4:9]

(And let those) who visit a sick person and enjoin him to bequeath more than a third of his inheritance (fear
(in their behaviour toward orphans)) the ruin of the children of this sick person after he dies (who if they left
behind them) after they die (weak offspring) unable to fend for themselves (would be afraid for them) to
face ruin. Just as they would fear ruin for their own children, they ought to fear ruin for the children of any
deceased person; it is also said that this means: enjoin the person who is on his deathbed that which you
would enjoin yourself; and fear for the loss of his children if he were to die, as you would fear for the loss of
your own children if you were to die. This is because they were in the habit of visiting people who were on
their deathbeds and enjoining them to give their property to this and that person until nothing was left for
their own children, so Allah prohibited them from so doing. Then Allah said: (So let them mind their duty to
Allah) let them fear Allah regarding the bequeathing of more than a third of the inheritance to those who are
not entitled to inheritance, (and speak) to the person who is sick [expecting to die] (justly) about his will.

[4:10]

(Lo! Those who devour the wealth of orphans wrongfully) extortionately, (they do but swallow fire into their
bellies) i.e. that which is unlawful; it is also said that this means: Allah will place fire in their bellies on the
Day of Judgement (and they will be exposed to burning flame) a blazing fire in the Hereafter. This verse was
revealed about Hanzalah Ibn Shamardal.

[4:11]

Allah then exposited the share of the male and female in inheritance, saying: (Allah chargeth you) Allah
expounds to you (concerning your children) concerning the inheritance of your children after you die: (to the
male the equivalent of the portion of two females) the share of two females, (and if there be women) blood
daughters (more than two) two or more daughters, (then theirs is two-thirds of the inheritance, and if there
be one) daughter ((only) then the half) of the inheritance. (And to his parents a sixth of the inheritance, if
he) the deceased person (have a son) or daughter; (and if he) the deceased person (have no son) or
daughter (and his parents are his heirs, then to his mother appertaineth the third) and the reminder is the
share of the father; (and if he) the deceased person (have brethren) full brothers or half brothers from
either the father or the mother, (then to his mother appertaineth the sixth, after any legacy he may have
bequeathed, or debt (hath been paid)) after paying the debt of the deceased and extracting any bequest
which does not exceed a third of the inheritance. (Your parents or your children: Ye know not) in this world
(which of them is nearer unto you in usefulness) in the Hereafter in terms of rank; it is also said that this
means: you do not know which of them is nearer in usefulness in this world with regard to inheritance. (It is
an injunction from Allah) upon you that you divide the estates. (Lo! Allah is Knower) in relation to the
division of inheritance, (Wise) in relation to the difference between the shares of the male and female.

[4:12]
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(And unto you belongeth a half of that which your wives leave) of property, (if they have no child) male or
female, from you or from other than you; (but if they have a child then unto you the fourth of that which
they leave) of property, (after any legacy they may have bequeathed, or debt) after paying back any debt
that they may have contracted and extracting any bequest she may have bequeathed. (And unto them
belongeth the fourth of that which ye leave) of property (if ye have no child) male or female from them or
from other than them, (but if ye have a child) male or female, from them or from other than them (then the
eighth of that which ye leave) of property, (after any legacy ye may have bequeathed, or debt (ye may have
contracted, hath been paid)) after paying back any debt you may have contracted and extracting any
bequest you may have bequeathed to someone. (And if a man) who does not have parents, children or
kinsfolk related to his parents or children (or a woman) who is in the same situation (have a distant heir
(having left neither parent nor child)) brothers or sisters from the mother side. It is also said that this refers
to any kin other than parents and children, (and he (or she)) the deceased (have a brother or a sister) only
on the mother's side (then to each of them twain (the brother and the sister) the sixth, and if they be more
than two, then they shall be sharers in the third) the male and the female having equal share, (after any
legacy that may have been bequeathed or debt (contracted)) after paying back any debt that the deceased
may have contracted and after extracting any bequest that he may have bequeathed provided it does not
exceed a third of the inheritance (not injuring) the heirs by willing away more than a third of the inheritance
(hath been paid. A commandment from Allah) it is an obligation upon you from Allah that you must divide
inheritance. (Allah is Knower) regarding the division of inheritance, (Indulgent) in relation to that which
happens between you of ignorance and deception regarding the division of inheritance, despite of which He
does not hasten His punishment upon you.

[4:13]

(These are the limits (imposed by) Allah) these are the legal rulings and obligations imposed by Allah.
(Whoso obeyeth Allah and His messenger) regarding the division of estates, (He will make him enter
Gardens beneath which) beneath its habitations and trees (rivers) rivers of wine, water, honey and milk
(flow, where such will dwell for ever) dwelling forever in Paradise, never to die or leave it. (That will be the
great success) the greatest salvation through entering Paradise.

[4:14]

(And whoso disobeyeth Allah and His messenger) regarding the division of estates (and transgresseth His
limits) contravenes His legal rulings and obligations through deviation and disobedience, (He will make him
enter Fire, where such will dwell for ever) continually abiding in the Fire until whenever Allah wills; (his will
be a shameful doom) through which he will be humiliated; it is also said that (be a shameful doom) means:
a severe torment.

[4:15]

(As for those of your women) your free, married women (who are guilty of lewdness) i.e. of fornication, (call
to witness) that they were caught red-handed in the act (four of you against them) four of your free men.
(And if they testify) to the Truth of the allegation (then confine them to the houses) keep them in prison
(until death take them) until they die in prison (or (until) Allah appoint for them a way) out by means of
stoning. Imprisoning a free, married woman who commits fornication until she dies in prison was later
abrogated by stoning.

[4:16]

(And as for the two of you) of your free people, i.e. any unmarried man or woman (who are guilty thereof)
who are guilty of adultery, (punish them both) by maligning and upbraiding them. (And if they repent) after
this (and improve) in relation to that which is between them and Allah, (then let them be) refrain from
maligning and upbraiding them. (Lo! Allah is Relenting) He overlooks sins, (Merciful). Maligning and
upbraiding the unmarried person who commits adultery was later abrogated and replaced by one hundred
lashes for both parties.
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[4:17]

(Allah accepteth the repentance of those who do evil in ignorance) even if they do so purposefully while
being ignorant of its respective punishment ((and) then turn quickly (in repentance) to Allah) before being
led away for punishment or at the moment of suffering from the pangs of death. (These are they towards
whom Allah relenteth) Allah overlooks the sins of these. (Allah is ever Knower) of your repentance, (Wise)
by accepting your repentance before death, while does not accept it when one is suffering from the pangs of
death or after one dies.

[4:18]

(The forgiveness) Allah overlooking sins (is not for those who do ill deeds until, when death attendeth upon
one of them) when one of them is suffering from the agony of death, (he saith: Lo! I repent now; nor yet
for those who die while they are disbelievers). Allah says that He does not accept the repentance of
unbelievers at the moment they suffer the pangs of death. (For such) for the unbelievers (We have prepared
a painful doom) this was revealed about Tu'mah and his companions who had left Islam.

[4:19]

(O ye who believe! It is not lawful for you forcibly) coercively (to inherit the women (of your deceased
kinsmen)) the women of your fathers, (nor (that) ye should put constraint upon them) by preventing them
from marrying again. This verse was revealed about Kabshah Bint Ma'an al-Ansariyyah and Muhsin Ibn Abi
Qays al-Ansari; for before the advent of Islam, they used to inherit the women of their fathers (that ye may
take away a part of that which ye have given them) take away part of that which your fathers gave them,
(unless they be guilty of flagrant lewdness) unless they are guilty of fornication by the testimony of
witnesses in which case they should be imprisoned. However, imprisoning fornicators was abrogated by the
verse on stoning. In the pre-Islamic period, men used to inherit the wives of their fathers in the same way
as they inherited their properties. The wife of a deceased father used to be inherited by the eldest son. If
the woman was rich and beautiful, the eldest son would marry her without giving her any dowry. If,
however, she was neither rich, young nor beautiful, he would not marry her but instead leave her untouched
until she ransomed herself with her own money. Allah forbade them from indulging in such a practice. Then
He showed them how one must treat women, saying: (But consort with them) keep their company (in
kindness) with beneficence and goodness, (for if ye hate them) i.e. hate their company (it may happen that
ye hate a thing) their company (wherein Allah hath placed much good) Allah may provide you with righteous
children from them.

[4:20]

(And if ye wish to exchange one wife for another) He says: If you wish to marry a woman and divorce one
you are already married to, or marry a woman in addition to the one you are already married to (and ye
have given unto one of them a sum of money (however great)) a dowry, (take nothing from it) from the
dowry. (Would ye take it) the dowry (by the way of calumny) as an unlawful possession (and open wrong?)
a clear transgression.

[4:21]

(How can ye take it (back)) how can you take the dowry back as a lawful possession. (after one of you hath
gone in unto the other) when you have come together under one cover as a result of this dowry and
marriage, (and they have taken) He says: Allah has taken from you upon marrying women (a strong pledge
from you?) a firm pledge that you either keep them in goodness or release them in kindness. Then Allah
forbade them from marrying the wives of their fathers, since this is what they did in the pre-Islamic era.
[4:22]

He said: (And marry not those women whom your fathers married, except what hath already happened (of
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that nature) in the past) in the pre-Islamic era. (Lo! It) i.e. marrying the wives of one's father (was ever
lewdness) a transgression (and abomination) antagonism, (and an evil way) the worst way to follow. This
was revealed about Muhsin Ibn Abi Qays al-Ansari. Allah then showed them the women who are unlawful for
them to marry.

[4:23]

He said: (Forbidden unto you are your mothers) your blood mothers, (and your daughters) your blood
daughters, (and your sisters) your blood sisters, whether from both parents or from either one of them, (and
your father's sisters, and your mother's sisters, and your brother's daughters) the daughters of your blood
brother whether he is a full brother or half brother from the father or the mother (and your sister's
daughters) and the daughters of your sister whether she is a full sister or half sister from the father or
mother, (and your foster mothers) who suckled you within the first two years, (and your foster sisters, and
your mothers-in-law) whether you have consummated the marriage with their daughters or not: in both
cases you are forbidden from marrying them, (and your stepdaughters who are under your protection) who
are brought up in your homes ((born) of your women unto whom ye have gone in) with whom you are
married and consummated this marriage (but if ye have not gone in unto them) if you have not have
consummated the marriage with their mothers, (then it is no sin for you) to marry their daughters after you
divorce their mothers (and the wives of your sons who (spring) from your own loins) your sons who are
born in wedlock. (And (it is forbidden unto you) that ye should have two sisters together) whether they are
free or slave sisters, (except what hath already happened (of that nature) in the past) before Islam. (Lo!
Allah is ever Forgiving) of that which ensued from you in the pre-Islamic era, (Merciful) regarding that which
ensues from you in Islam, provided that you repent.

[4:24]

(And all married women (are forbidden unto you save those (captives) whom your right hands possess) of
captives, even if they have husbands in the Abode of War, after ascertaining that they are not pregnant, by
waiting for the lapse of one period of menstruation. (It is a decree of Allah for you) that which I have
mentioned to you is unlawful in Allah's Book. (Lawful unto you are all beyond those mentioned) as unlawful,
(so that ye seek them) marry (with your wealth) up to four wives; it is also said that this means: so that you
buy with your wealth captives; and it is also said that this means: so that you should seek with your money
marrying women for an agreed period of time (zawaj al-mut'ah) but the lawfulness of this practice was later
abrogated, (in honest wedlock) He says: be with them as legitimate husbands, (not debauchery) not
indulging in adultery without having a proper marriage. (And those of whom) after marriage (ye seek
content) from whom you derive benefit, (give unto them their portions) give to them their full dowry (as a
duty) as an obligation upon you from Allah to give the dowry in full. (And there is no sin for you) there is no
harm for you (in what ye do by mutual agreement) in increasing or decreasing the amount of the dowry by
mutual agreement (after the duty hath been done) after the first obligation to which you have aspired. (Lo!
Allah is ever Knower) in relation to making lawful to you marriage for an agreed, limited period of time,
(Wise) in later making this practice unlawful; it is also said that this means: Allah is ever Knower of your
compulsion for marriage for an agreed, limited period of time, Wise in making such marriage unlawful.

[4:25]

(And whoso is not able to afford to marry free, believing women, let them marry from the believing maids
whom your right hands possess) who are in the hands of the believers. (Allah knoweth best (concerning)
your faith) He knows best that your hearts are firm in faith. (Ye (proceed) one from another) You are all the
children of Adam; it is also said that this means: some of you follow the religion of others; and it is also said
that this means: you are strengthened by one another; (so wed them) marry the maids (by permission of
their folk) their owners, (and give unto them) the maids (their portions) their dowry (in kindness) on top of
the price given to the prostitute for providing sex, (they being honest) He says: marry those maids who are
chaste, (not debauched) not those who commit adultery in the open (nor of loose conduct) nor those who
have lovers who commit adultery with them in secret. (And if when they are honourably married) if when
they marry maids (they commit lewdness) fornication (they) the maids (shall incur the half of the
punishment (prescribed)) lashing (for free women (in that case). This is) marrying maids is lawful (for him
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among you who feareth to commit sin) adultery and debauchery. (But to have patience) and refrain from
marrying maids (would be better for you) in that your children would be free. (Allah is Forgiving) of the
adultery you might commit, (Merciful) when He gave you a legal dispensation to marry captives in cases of
necessity.

[4:26]

(Allah wishes to explain to you) that which is lawful for you; it is also said that this means: Allah would
explain to you that having patience and refraining from marrying captives is better for you than marrying
them (and guide you) expound to you (by the examples of those who were before you) among the people of
the Book who were forbidden from marrying captives, (and would turn to you in mercy) He will forgive you
that which ensued from you in pre-Islamic times. (Allah is Knower) that you have a dire need for marriage,
(Wise) when He prohibited you to marry them except upon necessity.

[4:27]

(And Allah wishes to turn to you in mercy) He wishes to overlook your transgression when He made adultery
and marrying your sisters, from the father's side, forbidden for you; (but those who follow vain desires) i.e.
adultery and marrying their sisters from their fathers' side, namely, the Jews (would have you go
tremendously astray) commit a serious error by marrying your sisters, from the father's side, by claiming
that it is lawful in their Scripture.

[4:28]

(Allah would make the burden light for you) He wishes to make things easy for you by marrying captives in
case of necessity, (for man was created weak) in that he cannot do without women.

[4:29]

(O ye who believe! Squander not your wealth among yourselves in vanity) through transgression,
usurpation, false testimony, lying in oath or through other unlawful means, (except it be a trade by mutual
consent) except if there is mutual agreement between you in the course of buying and selling or in abating
the price in selling (Muhabat), (and kill not one another) without justified right. (Lo! Allah is ever Merciful
unto you) when He forbade you to kill one another without such a justification.

[4:30]

(Whoso doeth that) killing another or wrongfully taking another person's property (through aggression and
injustice, We shall cast him into Fire) in the Hereafter; this is a threat to such a person, (and that) casting
him into the Fire and tormenting him (is ever easy for Allah).

[4:31]

(If you avoid the great (things) which ye are forbidden) in this surah, (We will remit from you your evil
deeds) We will forgive you your sins which are not included among the enormities: the minor sins committed
between the period separating a congregational prayer from another, those sins committed in the period
separating one Friday Prayer from another, as well as those sins committed in the period separating one
month of Ramadan from another, (and make you enter) in the Hereafter (at a noble gate) Paradise.

[4:32]

(And covet not the thing in which Allah hath made some of you excel others) Allah says: a man should not
covet the wealth, mount or wife of his brother nor, in fact, anything that his brother may possess. Rather
you should ask of Allah abundant bounty and say: “O Allah provide us with the like of, or better than, what
you have provided him with”, while consigning the matter to Allah. It is also said that this verse was
revealed about Umm Salamah, the wife of the Prophet (pbuh) because she said to him: “if only it is
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prescribed unto us as it is prescribed unto men so that we get rewarded as men do”. Allah prohibited such
talk, saying: covet not the thing in which Allah has made a group of you excel over others, such as praying
in congregation, attending the Friday Prayer, participating in military expeditions, jihad, enjoining good and
forbidding evil. In this verse (some of you) and (others) refers to men and women. Allah then explained the
reward that men and women earn for their works, saying: (Unto men a fortune) a reward (from that which
they have earned) of works of goodness, (and unto women a fortune) a reward (from that which they have
earned) of works of goodness in their homes. (But ask Allah of His bounty) Ask Allah to give you success
and protection. (Lo! Allah is ever Knower of all things) good and bad, reward and punishment, success and
otherwise.

[4:33]

(And unto each) He says: to each one of you (We have appointed heirs) so that they inherit (of that which
parents and near kindred leave) of property; (and as for those with whom your right hands have made a
covenant) your stipulation, (give them their due) give them their stipulation. But this is now abrogated. In
the pre-Islamic era, they used to adopt men and youth and allocate for them a portion of their wealth, just
as they would do with their own children. Allah abrogated such a practice. However, it is not abrogated if he
gives them their portion from a third of his wealth. (Lo! Allah is ever witness over) Allah knows (all things)
relating to your works.

[4:34]

(Men are in charge of women) they are in charge of overseeing the proper conduct of women, (because
Allah hath made the one of them) the men through reason and the division of booty and estates (to excel
the other) the women, (and because they spend of their property (for the support of women)) through
paying the dowry and spending on them, which the women are not required to do. (So good women) He
says: those wives who are kind to their husbands (are the obedient) they are obedient to Allah regarding
their husbands, (guarding) their own persons and the wealth of their husbands (in secret) when their
husbands are not present (that which Allah hath guarded) through Allah's protection of them in that He gave
them the success to do so. (As for those from whom ye fear) know (rebellion) their disobedience to you in
bed, (admonish them) by means of sacred knowledge and the Qur'an (and banish them to beds apart) turn
your faces away from them in bed, (and scourge them) in a mild, unexaggerated manner. (Then if they
obey you) in bed, (seek not a way against them) as regards love. (Lo! Allah is ever High Exalted) above
every single thing, (Great) greater than every single thing. Allah has not burdened you with that which you
cannot bear, so do not burden women with that which they cannot bear of affection.

[4:35]

(And if ye fear) if you know (a breech between them twain (the man and wife)) a dispute between the man
and woman and you cannot establish who is at fault, (appoint an arbiter from his folk) from the man's folk
to the man so that he can hear what he has to say and therefore establish whether he is in the right or
wrong (and an arbiter from her folk) from the woman's folk to the woman in order to hear what she has to
say and therefore establish whether she is in the right or wrong. (If they) the arbiters (desire amendment)
between the man and the woman, (Allah will make them of one mind) i.e. the arbiters, the man and the
woman. (Lo! Allah is ever Knower) of the agreement and disagreement of the arbiters, (Aware) of the doing
of the woman and the man. The verses from Allah's saying: (Men are in charge of women, because Allah
hath made the one of them to excel the other...) to His saying: (If they desire amendment Allah will make
them of one mind. Lo! Allah is ever Knower, Aware) were revealed about the daughter of Muhammad Ibn
Salamah. Her husband, As'ad Ibn al-Rabi' had slapped her because she refused to sleep with him.
Consequently, she went to the Prophet (pbuh) to seek retaliation against her husband, but Allah prohibited
her from doing so.

[4:36]

(And serve Allah) acknowledge His divine Oneness. (Ascribe no thing) no idol (as partner unto Him. (Show)
kindness unto parents) be dutiful to parents, (and unto near kindred) Allah commands you to keep ties with
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your kin, (and orphans) He commands that you show kindness to orphans, and to protect their wealth, etc,
(and the needy) and He enjoins giving alms to the needy, (and unto the neighbour who is of kin (unto you))
the neighbour who also happen to be your relative has three rights over you: the right of kinship, the right
of Islam, and the right of being a neighbour (and the neighbour who is not of kin) the neighbour who is not
a relative has two rights: the right of Islam and the right of being a neighbour (and the fellow traveller) a
fellow traveller has two rights: the right of Islam and the right of companionship; it is also said that this
refers to one's wife at home. Allah commands kindness towards her (and the wayfarer) Allah commands the
honouring of guests. Honouring a guest for three days is the guest's right. The honour bestowed on the
guest after the third day is considered a charity on the part of the host; (and (the slaves) whom your right
hands possess) Allah commands kindness towards slaves, males and females. (Lo! Allah loveth not such as
are proud) in their walking (and boastful) about the bounties of Allah, showing nothing but wantonness and
arrogance towards Allah's servants,

[4:37]

(Who are avaricious) by concealing the traits and description of Muhammad as mentioned in their Scripture.
These are Ka'b Ibn al-Ashraf and his companions (and enjoin avarice) concealment (on others, and hide that
which Allah hath bestowed upon them) they hide that which Allah exposited to them in their Scripture (of
His bounty) of the traits and description of Muhammad. (For disbelievers) for the Jews (We prepare a
shameful doom) through which they will be humiliated;

[4:38]

(And (also) those) the Jewish leaders (who spend their wealth in order to be seen of men) by showing off to
people so that they say about them that they follow the practice of Abraham and that they give and spend
of their money, (and believe not in Allah) Muhammad or the Qur'an (nor the Last Day) resurrection after
death nor in the bliss of Paradise. (Whoso taketh Satan for a comrade) a helper in this world, (a bad
comrade hath he) an evil companion he will have in hell.

[4:39]

(What have they (to fear)) i.e. the Jews (if they believe in Allah) Muhammad and the Qur'an (and the Last
Day) in resurrection after death and the bliss of Paradise (and spend (aright) of that which Allah hath
bestowed upon them?) and spend in the way of Allah from that which Allah has given to them, (when Allah
is ever Aware of them) i.e. of the Jews: those among them who believe and those among them who do not.

[4:40]

(Lo! Allah wrongeth not even of the weight of an ant) He will not leave of the works of the unbeliever even
the weight of an ant to benefit him in the Hereafter or to restore the wrongs committed against his
antagonists; (and if there is a good deed) for the sincere believer after restoring the wrongs committed
against his antagonists, (He will double it) from one to ten times (and will give (the doer) from His presence
an immense reward) an abundant reward in Paradise.

[4:41]

(But how (will it be with them)) how shall the unbelievers react (when we bring of every people a witness) a
prophet who will testify that he has delivered the message to them, (and We bring thee) O Muhammad (a
witness against these?) it is also said that this means: We bring you, O Muhammad, a witness in favour of
your Community, testifying that it is reliable and upright. This is because his Community will be a witness for
the other prophets against their nations when the latter will deny having received any message from them.

[4:42]

(On that day) on the Day of Resurrection (those who disbelieved) in Allah (and disobeyed the messenger) by
denying his message (will wish that they were level with the ground) they will wish that they become dust
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with the beasts, (and they can hide no fact from Allah) they will not say: O Allah, our Lord! We did not
associate any partner with you.

[4:43]

Allah revealed the following about the Companions of Muhammad prior to the prohibition of intoxicants: (O
ye who believe!) in Muhammad and the Qur'an (Draw not near unto prayer) in the Mosque of the Prophet
(pbuh) with the Prophet (pbuh) (when ye are drunken, till ye know that which ye utter) so that you know
what the prayer leader recites during the prayer, (nor when ye are polluted) nor when you are in a state of
major ritual impurity, (save when journeying upon the road) except when passing through when you have
to, (till ye have bathed) to purify yourselves from major ritual impurity. (And if ye be ill) wounded, (or on a
journey, or one of you come