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PREFACE.

——

The statement made in the first part of the fol-
lowing pages, with regard to the Rise and Progress
of Popery, and the monstrous dogmas that were pro-
pagated in the Dark Ages, are authenticated by Ro-
mish as well as Protestant writers. Nothing has
been advanced that is not founded on the most un-
questionable evidence of standard historians.

Many of the materials were already furnished
to the compiler’s hand; these he had to abridge
and arrange, and some more he has added to com-
plete his task. His object has been to exhibit Po-
pery in a full-length portrait, without distortion, that
80 its native ugliness may be made manifest to the
reader, whomay be at first attracted by its mere-
tricious ornaments, its plausible pretences, its se-
ductive promises, and its daring claims.

There are some in the present day, so devoid of
religious principle—so perfectly indifferent to the
unspeakable value of the doctrines which the Re-
formers sealed with their blood—so utterly careless
whether Protestant truth or Popish error gain the
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ascendency—so mized up with Romanists in po-
litical and selfish concerns—that the minister who
dares to lift his voice in the cause that engaged the
energies of Luther, and Calvin, and Knox, is branded
as an intolerant and illiberal bigot. If the prophet
Daniel were now to prophesy, by all such persons
he would be esteemed a bigot; for he testified of
the idolatry and persecution of Babylon. The
Apostle Paul, too, would be reckoned most ver-
satile and uncharitable; for, while in one part of
his writings he says, he would ¢ become all things
to all men, that by all means he might save
some,”’—yet in another place, he strenuously
urges Timothy, in the midst of his other labours, to
warn the brethren concerning the apostacy that was
toarise—to guard them against those who would ¢ de-
part from the faith—forbidding to marry, and com-
manding to abstain from meats.” If the great
Apostle of the Gentiles were to use such phrase-
ology now-a-days, he would be branded as an un-
refined and illiberal declaimer: yet these are the
words and the sentiments uttered under the inspira-
tion of the HoLy GHosT.

The reader will here be able to judge of the Ca-
tholic religion from its general character—its op-
position to the Bible, its domineering spirit, its re-
sistance of liberty in every form and shape, its bur.
densome rites and ceremonies, its ridiculous mum.
meries, impostures, and insults to common sense,
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its pride, covetousness, and wickedness, 1ts idolatry
and blasphemy. He will see in fact that Popery is
not Christianity—not the mild, merciful, humbling,
sanctifying, rational religion of Christ; in fine,
that the doctrines and spirit, maxims and practices
of Popery, are as far removed from the religion of
Jesus Christ, as sin is from holiness, mammon from
God, and hell from heaven.

Ata time when Popery is making much noise in
the world, and stalking through the breadth and
length of our own land, the reader ought to know
what it is, without being obliged to listen to the se-
ductive invitation, “ Cdme and see;” and to know
that, while its words are smooth as oil, war isin its
heart against all that can promote the mental,
moral, civil, political, and eternal well-being of man.
Its outside is, indeed, dazzling, having all the pomp
that charms the eye, but its inside is ¢ full of dead
men’s bones and all uncleanness.” It has a ser-
pent’s splendid dress, but it also wears a serpent’s

Many persons there are, who suppose the terms
Popish, Papal, and Romish, should be avoided.
But in all cases where those terms are introduced,
it is done without any intention of wounding the
feelings of a single member of that communion.
And, though the phrase Roman Catholic is occa-
sionally used, it is really a contradiction in terms;
for with as much propriety we might say, Protes.

l‘
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tant Catholic. No enlightened Protestant should
concede to the Church of Rome the epithet of Ca-
tholic, because there are whole nations in Africa
and Asia where Popery is unknown. And, if su-
periority in numbers be any test of Catholicity,
there are different countries even in Europe, several
states in America, and groups of islands in the
Pacific Ocean, where Protestantism might trium-
phantly claim the title of a Catholic Church.

This little book is now published, to offend
neither Jew nor Gentile, nor the Church of God.
Every Tract has been compiled under a solemn
eonviction of its truth; and it is now committed to
Him who can make the weakest instrumentality
effectual in destroying lerror, promoting scriptural
knowledge, and advancing his glory in the world-
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RISE AND PROGRESS
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“ ApraR this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast,
dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron
teeth : it devoured and brake in pieces, aud stamped the residue with
the feet of it : and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before
it; and it had ten horns. I considered the horns, and, behold, there
came up among them another little horn, before whom there were
three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this
horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great
things. Ibeheld them, because of the voice of the great words which
the horn spake : 1 beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body
destroyed and given to the burning flame. Then I would know the
truth of the fourth beast, which was diverse from all the others, ex-
ceeding dreadful, whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of brass;
whichievoured, brake in pieces, and nampe& the residue with iiis feet ;
and of the ten horns that were in his head, and of the othedwhich
came up, and hefore whom three fell ; even of that hora that had eyes,
and a mouth that spake very great things, whose look was more stout
than his fellows. And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten hng -
that shall arisq: and another shall rise after them : and he shail
diverse fram the first. and he shall subdue three kings. And he shall
:rak great words against the most High and shall wear out the saints

the most High, and think to change times and laws : and they shall
be given into his hand, until a time and times and the dividing of time.”
~DaMeL vii. 7, 8, 11, 19, 20, 24, 25.

“ Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of the Lord Jesns
Christ, and by our it:herin together unto him, that ye be not soou
shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor hy
letter as from us, as that the day of Christ 1s at hand.” Let no man
deceive you by any means : for that day shall not come, except ‘here
come a L]linﬁ away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of

rdition ; who opposeth and exalteth himself above all thatis called

, or that is wonhipﬁ‘ed; so that he, as God, sitteth in the temple
of God, shewing himself that he is God. For the myttcl{( of iniquity
doth already work : only he who now letteth will let,untilhe be\aken
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out of the way. And then shall that Wicked be reverled, whom the
Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy
with the brightness of his coming.”’—2 THEss. ii. 14,7,

WE have commenced with two passages of
Scripture, because they reflect light on each other
—the words of Paul serving as a key to open the
meaning of the words of Daniel—and both are
supposed by all judicious commentators, to be
descriptive of the rise and progress of the Pa-

acy, of the “ wound which the beast received”

y the Protestant Reformation, and of the total
overthrow which yet awaits that monstrous system
of corruption. Indeed, it is a settled and solemn
conviction of our mind, that the prophet and
apostle both point out the doom that awaits the
Church of Rome, as ¢ the man of sin,” and “son
of perdition” It is not our design, formally, to
illustrate either of these passages, but in the
sketch of ecclesiastical history which shall be pre-
sented to the reader, there will, we, think, be a
manifest developement of the words of the text.

It is necessary, however, to make an introduc-
tory cbservation on that passage of Scripture
taken from the writings of Paul, in consequence
of the unscriptural ideas of some misguided per-
sons, who say, that “the world is nearly at an
end—that all God's dispensations to the church
are just about to terminate—that every thing in
Zion is becoming worse and worse, and that evon
our missionary operations for extending Christ's
kingdom, are only the fruits of a self-righteous
andg pharisaic spirit” In the days of the apostle
there were also some who either misunderstood
or wilfully misinterpreted a sentiment in his first
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letter to the Thessalonians, that % the day of the
Lord was coming as a thief in the night;” and
from a false view of these words they so far de-
luded certain members of that church, as to make
them cease from their ordinary avocations, and in
idle contemplation, expect the sudden dissolution
of the world The apostle, in the second verse
of the text, corrects this great mistake, and in-
treats those persons to let no false teacher deceive
them; for that « the day of the Lord shall not
come, except there come a falling away first ;" —
that 1s, till a great spiritual apostacy appear in
the church. And to those in the present day who
talk about the end of the world being at hand,
we would simply reply, that while the hour of
each man’s death is to him utterly uncertain, and
may be sudden and unexpected, yet the dissolu-
tion of the world cannot take place till this apos-
tacy be consumed by the brightness of Christ's
coming, or till this Gospel be first preached in all
the nations of the earth.

Without further introductory observations, we
shall take a survey of the mise and PROGRESS of
this ¢ mystery of iniquity,” that the reader may
see the absolute necessity which existed for a tho
rough reformation of religion. :

In the days of the apostle, every ordinance of
the Gospel was marked with a simplicity and pu-
rity, that form a mournful contrast to the corrupt
system of superstition that afterwards obscured
the glory of Zion. And whether you consider the
purity of her doctrines, the amazing zeal, and hu-
mility, and laboriousness of the apostles, or the
success that attended them in their disinterested
career, you are induced to exclaim in the beawt
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ful words of Solomon, that she “looked forth as
the morning, fair as the sun, clear as the moon,
and terrible as an army with banners.” The re-
ligious intrepidity of the first Christians is evinced
by the multitudes who suffered for the truth, un-
der the reign of those bloody monsters, Nero, and
Domitian, and Trajan. In that age, God raised up
Polycarp and Ignatius, with a bright constellation
of the early fathers; and by the exertions of
-these servants of Christ, his Gospel spread, so
early as the second century, to the very extremity
of Europe. In France, Christianity was professed
by a large proportion of the population. The ci-
ties of Lyons and Vienne were distinguished by
flourishing churches; but the persecution that
burst forth against them has not been exceeded,
for the savage ferocity of its promoters on the one
hand, or the faithful endurance of suffering on the
other. We learn from a letter preserved by Eu
sebius, the ecclesiastical historian, that the Chris-
tians were prohibited from appearing in baths, in
the market, or in any public place whatever.
They were assaulted by the people at large—
shouts, blows, the dragging of their bodies, the
plundering of their goods, and the casting of
stones, were meekly borne, with all the indignities
that may be expected from a fierce and outrage-
ous multitude. The fury of the governor and the
soldiers was directed against those who were pre-
eminent in piety. The most barbarous indignities
were inflicted upon SancTus, a deacon, to induce
him to renounce the name of Jesus; and under
very intense sufferings, he displayed the spirit of
his crucified Master, by uniformly and calmly re-
Plying to every question put to him by his tormen-
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tors—“1 am a Christian.” Provoked by this
meekness to a greater degree of cruelty, they ap-
plied red-hot plates of iron to the most tender
parts of his body, till he was covered with sores,
scarcely retaining the appearance of the human
form. BranpiNa, a female, weak in body, but
strong in faith, suffered unparalleled barbarities.
She was fastened to a stake, and a wild beast was
let loose upon her, but the animal, more merciful
than her persecutors, it is said, was restrained
from touching her. Suspended afterwards in the
form of a cross, she was engaged in vehement
supplication ; and contrary to the expectations of
the heathen, the sight reminded her fellow-suffer-
ers of Him who hung on Calvary, and inspired
them with the greatest fortitude, having been
taken down, she was scourged, and placed in a
hot iron chair—then put into a net and exposed to
a bull; and after being®tossed about for some
time she was dispatched with a sword ! |

Bat in the midst of all this cruelty the word of
the Lord had free course, and was glorified. The
bush was burning, and still was not consumed.
It was then true of the Christian, as it had been -
formerly of the Jewish church,—the more it was
oppressed, the more exceedingly it multiplied.
Men of all ranks joined the persecuted followers
of the Lamb till at last, about the year 1313,
Constantine the Great was numbered among the
splendid and bloodless trophies of Christianity.
The purity of his motives in embracing the
Christian religion, has been frequently called in
question. The cause assigned for the emperor's
change, is, I acknowledge too romantic for my
implicit faith. Marching from France to Italy,
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on a warlike expedition, which filled him with
much anxiety, it is said that he felt it necessary
to have the protection of some god, and that for
many reasons he preferred the God of the Chris-
tians. He wanted some sign, however, to con-
vince him of the existence and favour of Imma-
nuel; and after earnest prayer, he saw in a
cloudless sky the luminous appearance of a cross,
higher than the sun, marked with the inscription
—4%By this conquer!” It is no evidence of a
sceptical mind to doubt the truth of such a rela-
tion, or that it was the cause of his embracing the
Christian religion. His sincerity in doing so may
be unquestionable, without resorting to this extra-
ordinary exhibition as its cause ; but it cannot be .
denied that it was his interest to countenance the
Christians, and gain their assistance in the war
he had undertaken: for at that time, in many
provinces, they outnumbered the heathens—and
the temples of idolatry were deserted by im-
mense masses of people, who had sufficient phy- -
sical force to turn the fortune of war in favour of
the emperor. This change in his religious views
produced a thorough revolution in the ecclesiasti
cal affairs of the whole Roman empire. He and
his mother Helena, espoused the cause of the
% new religion,” with all the zeal of young pro-
selytes. The temples dedicated to the heathen
gods were converted into Christian churches—the
wealth of heathenism was poured with an un-
sparing hand into the lap of Christianity—the
bloody horrors of persecution were changed for
the smiles of imperial favour—and instead of the
sighs and sufferings of dying martyrs, the minis-
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ters of Christ mingled in the splendid proces
sions of their royal convert.

- In the midst of this brilliant scene, however,
the religion of our Saviour was retarded ami
obscused. The doctrines of Scripture were cor-
rupted by an admixture of heathenish error; pu-
rity of Christian principle and conduct was pol-
luted by the influence of courtly licentiousness;
and the glory of apostolic Christianity was sullie
by a carnal and ambitious spirit. Before this pe-
riod the church and state had been completely
separate ; nay, the state had exerted all its energy
to root the saints of God out of the land; and
yet, when the civil power was at war with the
church, and opposed all her interests, her doc-
trines were most pure, her ministers were most tri-
umphantly successful, and the faith of her mar-
tyrs firm as the everlasting mountains. But now
Constantine altered the frame-work of the church,
changed her poverty into gorgeous magnificence ;
and from this period we may write IcHaBOD on
her walls, for the glory was departing from
Israel.

During the three first centuries, when poverty
and persecution were attendants on the ministers
of religion, and wealth and worldly honour were
unknown to them, no one presamed to “lord it
over God's heritage ;”—it was not yet forgotten
that Jesus had reprehended the ambitious spirit
of Zebedee's children, who thirsted for an exalted
station in his kingdom—had designated his apos-
tles “ brethren,” equal in rank and awthority;
and in the entire compass of revelation had given
no sanction to those semi-barbarous titles—Pope,
and Cardinal, that were substituted for the New®

2
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Testament names of “Bishop, Evangelist, Pastor,
and Teacher.” Inthose early agesofthe church,
it is almost universally conceded that the laity
took a prominent part in all her deliberations—
that, as the whole body of the people elected
Matthias successor to Judas (Actsi. 15, 23, 26.)
—and, as the “whole multitude "chose the seven
deacons, (Acts vi. 5, 6.) whom they set before
the apostles for ordination—so the people still
chose their bishops as overseers, or ministers of the
church: but, when those ministers were enriched
by a misguided emperor, and became bloated with
luxury, and giddy with courtly splendour and ap-
plause, they then, for the first time, invaded that
independence which Christ had bequeathed to all
the faithful members of Zion ; and, with a haughty
and tyrannical hand drove the laity from all share
in the administration of ecclesmastical affairs.
The reign of spiritual despotism then commenced
in all its rigour ; and a few facts in the history of
succeeding centuries, will reveal with increasing
olearness the “mystery of iniquity,” which was
then exhibited to the world.

To establish himself more firmly on the throne,
Constantine made several changes in the form of
the Roman government. He created four Pre-
torian Prefects, as deputies under him in the
management of state affairs; and, as the minis-
ters of religion had lost the inflexibility of principle
that once signalized their predecessors, they al-
lowed him to bend and mould them into a form
exactly suited to the civil constitution. Hence he
created four prelates, whom he invested with an
unscriptural authority over all their brethern in

&6 office of the ministry. These venial aspirants

.
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after mitred honours, he placed in the chief cities
of the empire ; and different creatures of his will
he placed as exarchs and archbishops in regular
gradations beneath them. In these appointments
which issued not from Calvary, but from Rome—
not from Jesus, but from Constantine—the prelate
of the ‘impenial city ” stood pre-eminent. Several
causes contributed to clothe him with this su-
periority. He conducted the services of religion
in a building that was exceedingly magnificent in
its architectural proportions—his style of living
became proverbially sumptuous ; and a spring-tide
of wealth poured in to Eim from every quarter.
The whole Christian world, forgetful of the true
nature of religious dignity, was dazzled with the
splendour of the bishoprick of Rome. It became
the object of attraction to avaricious ecclesiastics;
and hence, at the death of Liberius in the fourth
century, the most violent commotions took place,
at the election of a successor to fill the golden
eminence. One party elected Damascus, and
another faction chose Ursicinus; and by a bloody
massacre, they sanctimoniously decided on a suit-
able candidate for the vacant see. From that
time till the present, the “ chair'of St. Peter” ﬂsas
it is falsely styled,) surrounded as it is by wealth
and regal distinction, and the slavish submission
of a deluded multitude, has been sought after,
‘with all the intrigue and ambition that such a
tempting object could present, to a priesthood who
had lost the humility and spirituality of the apos-
tles of our Lord. :

Between the four prelates appointed by Con-
stantine, and placed in Rome, Constantinople,
Antioch, and Alexandria, there was violent comype.
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tition for superiority ; but in the race for preferment
the two former gained the ascendency: and then,
between these two ecclesiastical combatants a
deadly struggle took place for the impious distine-
tion of visible head of the church, and vicar of
Christ on earth. These contentions frequently
convulsed the empire to its centre; and though
the bishop of Rome obtained the supreme object
of his ambition, yet the dispute, at last, terminated
in the schism which, to the present time, has
separated the Greek and Latin, or the Eastern
and Westem churches. It is mournfully interest-
ing to trace the steps by which he, whom I may
now style the RoMan ponTIFF, raised himself to
his accursed elevation. Phocas, a Roman cen-
turion, who, about the year 603, had inhumanly
murdered Mauritius the emperor, with his five
children, and waded through their blood to the
imperial throne,—knowing that the influence of
the bishop of Rome was necessary to support his
pretensions to the sovereign authority, conferred
upon Boniface III. the title of universal bishop.
Degraded as were the churches of Christendom,
even then, there was a general feeling of indigna
tion at the blasphemous assumption. The Irish,
English, and Scotch, resisted his authority with
all their national energy—France and Spain only
rtially submitted to the spiritual tyrant—even
m Italy his pretensions were despised—and against
his lordly ambition, universal dissatisfaction was
murmured throughout all Europe. .
About the year 751, another remarkable event
was permitted to occur in the providence of God,
whic{; still more glaringly exhibits this personage
asthe Antichrist of Scripture. The circumstance
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is related by Roman Catholic, as well as Protes-
tant historians. Childeric IIIL, king of France,
was not a man of strong intellect ; and Pepin, the
mayor of his palace, was virtually the ruler of the
kingdom. Dissatisfied however, with discharging
the duties, without enjoying the honours, of his
royal master, he formed the ambitious design of
usurping the supreme authority. To give a
colouring of justice to this detestable project, the
states of the realm were convoked; and they
decided on consulting the bishop of Rome, to
whom the ambassadors of Pepin presented the
following question—* Whether the divine law did
not permit a valiant and warlike people to de-
throne a pusillanimous and indolént monarch,
who was incapable of discharging any of the func-
tions of royalty, and to substitute in his place one
more worthy to rule, and who had already ren-
dered most important services to the state?’
Zachary then sat in the papal chair. He forgot
the conduct of Christ, who, when requested to
use his influence for the division of an inheritance
between two brethren, replied, “ Man, who made
me a judge or a divider over you?’ (Luke xii. 14.)
that is, as the Head of the church, my business
is not with temporal, but with spiritual concerns.
To advance his own carnal views, however, the
infallible oracle of Rome gave the unprincipled
answer, that the reigning monarch might be de-
throned. Childeric was, in consequence, stripped
of his royal robes, and Pepin -crowned in his
stead ; and to consecrate the wicked deed, two
retended vicegerents of a holy Saviour successive-
]’yaminted the usurper as the rightful possessor
of the throne. The features of Antichmist axe
o
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thus frightfully disclosed to your view; you see
that ecclesiastical power, figuratively described by
Daniel, in my text, as & horn that had eyes, and
a mouth ¢ speaking very great things, and chang-
. ing times and laws.” :

Pepin, feeling that he was in a great measure
indebted to the influence of the Pope for his ele-
vation to the throne, rewarded his corrupt venality
by conferring on him the exarchate of Ravenna ;
having first wrésted it from Aistulphus, one of the
kings of the Lombards. And here observe the
verification of Daniel vii. 8, when one of the three
horns, or kingdoms, was plucked up by the roots,
or torn from its real possessor, and given over to
the “little hbrn,” or the growing power of the
Roman pontiff. One of the kings of Lombardy,
whose predecessor had thus been robbed of his
throne, attacked the pope to regain possession of
his territories. Charlemagne, the son of Pepin,
who was superstitiously attached to the pope, en-
tered Italy with a formidable army—overturned
the power of the Lombards—and either as an act
of policy, or to atone for the sins of his past life,
gave Corsica, Sardinia, Sicily, and other districts
to Adrian L ; and thus, the second of the
three horns, or kingdoms, spoken of by Daniel,
was plucked up by the roots, and added to what
is falsely styled the patrimony of ‘St. Peter.

But the civil power of the Roman metropolis,
and its adjacent territories, was still in the hands
of the emperor, and the pope was merely a de-
puty in the management of political affairs. PBe-
sides, the emperor had a veto on the appointment
of the pontiff, till about the year 876. Charles
the Bald ceded this imperial right; and either
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'he, or his predecessor Louis, vested in the Pope
authority over the Roman state, not only in spiri-
tual, but temporal affairs. By this act, the last of
the three Aorns was plucked up; and the bisho)
of Rome stood forth to the world, in the dow
and monsérous character of a temporal prince, and
pretended vicar of Christ on the earth,

Notwithstanding this full revelation of the
“ mystery of iniquity’’—this literal fulfilment of
the prophecies in the text—this palpable proof
that the Roman pontiff' is the Antichrist of Borip-
ture—yet the nations were too besotted to resist
his spiritual despotism. Robbed universally of
the word of God, living under a reign of darknoss
that might be feit, these arbitrary tyrants wielded
an unlimited sway over prostrate Kurope. Dur-
ing the dark lﬁOl the government of every Euro-
pean kingdom lay at tﬁoir feet, and exalted rulers
trembled before them. They then usurped the
very place of God himself—they raised up one
#from the dunghill, and set him on the throne of
princes,” and cast the rightful monarch down, and
absolved his subjects from all allegiance. And
if there wore no other ground for a reformation in
seligion, this camal power and lordly domination
of the popedom is amply sufficient. Its charac-’
ter, ana civil and ecolesiastical power in unchris-
tisn combination, is diametrically op to the
conduct of the lowly Jesus, who, when an igno-
rant multitude would force him to become their
king, instead of receiving the honour like the am-
bitious ponu!!‘-Ir “ departed into & mountain by
himself alone,” John vi. 185.

But the moral charactsr of the Romish clergy
forms another overwhelming argument for aa eo-
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clesiastical change. Roman Catholic as well as
Protestant historians, unanimously testify, that
their lives were, before the Reformation, most dis-
solute and degraded. In Protestant churches
there are, no doubt, cases of clerical immorality
which are exceedingly to be deplored, because
they give reason to the scoffer to speak reproach-
fully, and are amongst the greatest obstacles to
the prosperity of Zion. But cases of unsullied
morality among the clergy were nearly as remark-
able then, as cases of profligacy now. Century
after century their vices rose in disgusting accu-
mulation ; and the pages of history during the
dark ages, are pollated by the shocking recital of
their enormities. Living in the splendour of
courts, and spending. their time in tﬁe gratifica-
tion of a luxurious indolence, they who should
have promoted every virtue, became moral nui-
sances in the domestic intercourse of life. The
country swarmed with the spurious offsprings of
ecclesiastics ; and the daughters of cardinals were
publicly and pompously united in marriage to the
sons of noblemen. Hundreds of the most ex-
alted personages, who had neither talent for the
cabinet, nor courage for the field, entered into the
church, which they prostituted to the acquisition
of wealth, and the gratification of the sinful pro-
pensities of fallen nature: and their children in
the days of infancy, were nominated to the rich-
est bishopricks ; while, during their minority, the
parents reaped the fruit of an accursed simony.
Iniquity seemed to have risen to the highest pitch
in the papacy, during the pontificates of Julius II.,
and especially of Alexander VI, who has been
termed a Nero amongst the popes, for cruelty and

.
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immorality. His crimes were of a very revolting»
description; he trampled on all decency, and jus-
tice, and religion, in providing for his numerous
progeny; and he perished by unknowingly taking
a draught of poison, which had been prepared for
others, by Ais own infamous son, CEsar Boreia!l
The tgnorance of the clergy was then also as
remarkable, as their profligacy was disgusting.
When ecclesiastical benefices were openly put to
sale, or bestowed on the illiterate and unworthy
minions of courtiers, we do not wonder that the
church was defiled by ignorant and degraded
characters. Many dignified ecclesiastics counld
not subscribe the canons of those councils in
which they sat as arbiters of the true faith ; and
learning must have sunk to the lowest ebb, when
one of the questions put to candidates for holy or-
ders was—“ Whether they could read the Gos-
pels and Epistles?’” And the great Alfred com-
plained that from the Humber to the Thames,
there was scarcely a priest who understood the
liturgy, or could translate the easiest piece of
Latin into his mother tongue. When ignorance
and profligacy thus went hand in hand, then were
the words of the prophet Isaiah literally fulfilled :
%“We look for judgment, but there is none; for
salvation, but it is far off from us. In transgres-
sing and lying against the Lord, and departing
away from our God, conceiving and uttering from
the heart words of falsehood. And judgment is
tumed away backward, and justice standeth
afar off: for truth is fallen in the street, and
equity cannot enter. Yea, truth faileth; and he
that departeth from evil maketh himself a prey,
Isaiah, lix. 11, 12. Inthe midst of the sprivel
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darkness that hung over the nation, any error
might then be unblushingly promulgated ; as the
people, and even a great proportion of the clergy,
were robbed of the book of God, the only infalli-
ble test of divine truth: nay, the laity were rigid-
ly watched lest they should even get into their
hands the catechisms that had been composed
and approved by the church. The priests took
away the key of knowledge, and buried it under
the rubbish of ages, having set a seal to the en-
trance of the temple of truth: and when a fam-
ished creature asked for bread, they cast him a
stone—when he asked a fish they gave him a ser-
pent. The gold, and silver, and precious stones,
were carried away from Jerusalem; and wood,
and hay, and stubble, were piled in their stead.
Notwithstanding the boasted unity and purity of
the Romish Church ; yet from her bosom came
forth the heresy of Arius, who denied the divinity
and atonement of the Lord Jesus, and held that
the Son was essentially inferior to God the Fa-
ther; and in the sixth century this error was la-
mentably prevalent in Europe, and Africa, and
Asia. In the eighth century, the worship of
images was carried to the greatest excess; and
the controversy concerning it, not only rent the
church asunder, but spread abroad civil dissen-
tion ; producing devastation and death in several
quarters of the Roman empire. The members
of the falsely-termed infallible and united church
were ranged into two fierce parties, under leaders
determined to push the controversy to the most
violent extremities. The valiant Leo headed
those who opposed image-worship, and who were
styled Iconoclast®, because they considered it
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sacred duty to destroy statues and pictures, that
were the occasion of idolatry. The ringleaders
of the other faction were Popes Gregory II and
IIL, who taught the multitude to fall prostrate
before the dumb idols; and were hence called
Iconoduli, or Iconolatree. When the haughty pon-
tiffs failed in argument, they resorted to heartless
and cold-blooded assassination. By a sentence of

apal excommunication fulminated against Leo,
Ee was cut off from the rites of Christianity; his
subjects, under the pain of eternal torment, were
commanded*to resist his imperial authority, and
multitudes of exalted and enlightened persons in
his dominions were massacred for their attachment
to Scriptural truth. But such was the over
whelming influence of superstition, that Reo, for
his opposition to idolatry, and his defence of the
rational service of God, had a cup of poison
given to him by his own wife, the bigoted Irene ;
who, of course, according to the doctrine of the
times, believed that under such circumstances,
the ‘murder of her husband was an acceptable
service.

In the midnight of the dark ages, the monstrous
doctrine of transubstantiation was established in
the Church of Rome. At the fourth Lateran
Council, assembled by Innocent IIL, in the year
1215, the seal of infallibility was set to the revolt-
ing dgma, that a poor sinful creature could tran-
f substantiate a wafer into the body, blood, soul,
and divinity of Him who hung on Calvary’s cross. .
Thus a mock sacrifice must be daily offered by
the Romish priest, which virtually imputes imper-
fection to the one, perfect sacrifice of our redeemer.

Thus the laity are deluded by an unbloody sacre
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e contruz to the words of the apostle—* With.
ﬁt the shedding of blood there is no remission ;"
(Heb. ix. 22.) and if it be so infallibly right to
adhere to the letter of Scripture with regard to
the eating of the bread, must it not be infallibly
wrong to reject to the drinking of the cup, in this
solemn ordinance? Previous to the thirteenth
century, the barbarous epithet, iransubstantiation,
was unknown in the ecclesiastical world ; but In-
nocent, a bold innovator, attacked the liberty of
the Christian in his sweetest communion with his
Lord—substituted carnal sense for <enlightened
faith—and was too blind to understand that the
words of Jesus were  spirit and life.” And when
such a tenet was submitted to by a degraded
people, it is not a matter of surprise, that the
same pontiff, about the same time, could also suc-
cessfully introduce the novel and spurious ordi-
nance of auricular confession to a priest. Before
this period, the Romish clergy had fleeced the
country, not of a tenth, but of nearly one half, its
riches; but by this enactment they entered into
the arcana of conscience, extorted the secrets of
men in all the relations of life ; and not contented
with remitting merely ecclesiastical offences ac-
cording to the command of Christ, they impious-
ly raised their hands, to drag from his throne the
Prince of Life, who only can give “repentance
to Israel; and remission of sins.” Y

But space would fail us to describe the rapid
progress of error in the dark ages. Like a down-
ward torrent it dashed over every obstacle, and
barrenness and death marked its desolating
course. The tower of this Popish Babel was
raised to the clouds of heaven, and the indigna-

\)
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tion of the Almighty was ready to burst upon its
builders. The nations lost all sense of the true
knowledge of God—rites and ceremonies, the
most revolting, were substituted for the doctrines
and duties of Christianity—the iron yoke of spiri-
tual despotism was galling the inmost souls of
men—and the moral wretchedness of a ruined
church called for a great spiritual change.

We shall now endeavour, in the second place,
to delineate that extraordinary change, the Pro-
TESTANT REFORMATION.

The former darkness and superstition were not
more manifestly from beneath, than this blessed
Reformation was, in its grand outline, the design
and doing of the Lord. Let it not be supposed,
however; that there were no witnesses for the
truth of God—none to oppose the man of sin in
his diabolical career, till the sixteenth century.
In the darkest period of ecclesiastical history,
there were many valiant soldiers of the cross raised
up to testify against the prevailing corruptions.
And when you are insultingly and ignorantly ask-
ed, “ Where was your religion before Luther?’
—you may reply ; not merely in the word of God
and amongst the fathers of the three first centu-
ries; but 1t lived amidst the persecutions that
raged in after ages, and it was borne up by the
groans and the shrieks, or the deathless fortitude .
of dying martyrs. We are identified with the
multitudes who, in Britain and Ireland, France
and Italy, protested against the ambitious preten-
sions of the Roman pontiff, as a secular prince
and universal bishop. We are willing to be clas-
sed with Leo the Isaurian, and the thowusands in
his day who were massacred for their opposition

3
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to image-worship; and we claim the closest con-
sanguinity with those fearless reformers, Rebanus
and Scotus Erigena; and especially with Clan-
dius, bishop of Turin, who, in the ninth century,
opposed, with apostolic zeal, the errors that sur-
rounded him; and lived and died, in the belief
of the great Protestant doctrine of justification by
faith alone in the Lord Jesus Christ.

While the venerable bishop of Turin held forth
the lamp of divine truth in the west; a large body
of protesting brethren arose at the same time in the
east, under very interesting circumstances. If we
were to judge of them from the writings of their
enemies, we would stigmatize them as Manichean

.heretics ; but let it be remembered, that after the
way Romanists call heresy, so Luther and Calvin
and all the Reformers worshipped the God of our
fathers. The hand of Providence is strikingly dis-

,Ela ed in their origin. A Christian deacon, who

-had been cast into prison by the Mahometans, es-
.caped from his cell, and in his flight, arrived at
the hospitable, though poor abode of one Constan-
tine, near Samosata. In return for the kindness

tof his host, the deacon at his departure present-
-ed him with a copy of the New Testament. -It
was like water to the thirsty ground. He studied
1t with great eagerness; his mind became enlight-
éned, and his soul cheered by the lively oracles
of trath ; and out of the “abundance of his heart,’
he began to proclaim to his perishing countrymen
the unsearchable riches of Christ. Multitudes
flocked to hear the message of a free salvation;
and Asia was soon filled with the simple doctrines
he propounded. His followers were called Pauli-
- cians, from their peculiar attachment to the epis-



OF POPERY. P1d

tle of the great apostle of the Gentiles. Their
ministers were all on a perfect equality, having
no difference of rank amongst them; their views
of the ordinances of baptism, and the Lord's sup-
per, were truly Scriptural ; the worship of the Vir-
gin Mary, the adoration of the cross, and all the
splendid forms of superstition, they entirely reject-
ed; and they acknowledged no mediator but the
Lord Jesus-Christ. But the spirituality of their
doctrines, and the purity of their lives, excited the
hatred of the supporters of idolatry; and we ma,
judge that they ﬁad taken deep root in the landy
when for an hundred and fifty years they stood all
the horrors of persecution ; till at last the inquisi-
tors of the cruel Theodora, like blood-hounds,
hunted them through Asia Minor; and by gibbet
and fire, and sword, ‘about a hAundred thousand
of these devoted servants of God were elevated
to a martyr's crown! !

During the eleventh and fwelth centuries, God
raised up several eminent men, who boldly testi-
fied against the doctrine of the real presence, pur~
gatory, the consecration of churches, and the ado-
ration of the images of Christ and the‘saints,
The CatHarI, whose characters and tenets are
violently assailed by Roman Catholic historians,
spread at this period over Germany, France, Italy,
and the greater part of Europe; and, though all
their theological tenets may not have been purely
evangelical ; yet, even their enemies confess they
had a deep veneration for the sacred Scriptures,
which supported them under the barbarous treat-
ment they endured for years ; and, if the rejection
of priestly absolution, and the complicated pecu-
harities of the popish nitual, the love of God and
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our neighbour, and faith in the sufferings of the
Lamb of God alone for salvation, constitute the
features of true Protestantism: then, the Cathari
are peculiarly entitled to that appellation. .

When asked—“ Where was your religion be-
fore Luther ?” direct the inquirer to the Wdlden-
ses, those renowned heralds of the Reformation,
who flourished in the eleventh and two following
centuries. Point to the mountains and valleys
of Switzerland, where Nature seemed to have
built her mighty fortresses for the defence of civil
and religious freedom, and to protect these sainted
worthies from the murderous attacks of Rome.
Their history forms one of the most interesting
periods in t{le church of Christ. Peter Waldo,
who signalized himself as their leader, was a rich
merchant of Lyons, and filled with horror at the
corruption of the Papal hierarchy, and with love
for the souls of his fellow men; like the early
Christians, he sold his property, divided his wealth
amongst the poor, and went forth as an apostle,
preaching the Gospel to great multitudes. Such
a general commotion excited the fury of the reign-
ing pontiff; and Alexander III. anathematized
him and his disciples, and commanded them to be
exterminated by fire and sword. In consequence
of this, they fled in all directions; but, though
their enemies “ meant it for evil,” yet their dis-
persion, like that which occurred at the death of
Stephen, tended to the dissemination of their prin-
ciples. Wherever they were scattered, they car-
ried with them the knowledge of Christ—churches
arose in various directions, and you may judge,
not only of the strength of their faith, but of the
extensive diffusions of their tenets, from the aw-
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ful fact, that upwards of #wo millions were put to
death in the Waldensian persecution alone. The
whole artillery of Popish fury was opened against
them; and men, women, and even innocent child-
ren, were exposed to indiscriminate destruction.
And what was the crime that thus called for Pa-
pal vengence? The defenders of Romanism
charged them with disgusting criminality, and
branded them with the most odious names; but
all unprejudiced historians eulogize them for sin-
gular purity and simplicity of morals as well as
elevated experience in spiritual religion. And,
though several centuries have rolled away since
their confessions of faith were published, to us it
is peculiarly interesting to refer to them, in conse-
quence of the exact eoincidence between them,
and the doctrinal articles for which our church is
distinguished. They believed in one God—the
Father, Son, and Hofy Spirit; they acknowledged,
as canonical, the same books of the Old and New
Testament, which we receive as the inspired re-
velation of God—that there is no other mediator
or advocate with God the Father, but the Lord
Jesus Christ,—* that, after this life, there are but
two places, one for those that are saved, the other
for the damned, which two we .call paradise and
hell, wholly denying that imaginary purgatory of
Antichrist, inventes in opposition to the truth.
That the sacraments are signs of haly things, or
visible emblems of invisible blessings,—and that
there are no sacraments of divine appointment
but Baptism and the Lord's Supper: masses are
impious, and it is madness to say masses for the
dead ; the invoking and worshipping of dead saints
is idola ; S0 many org:rn of the clergy are s0
)
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many marks of the beast; and the Church of"
Rome is the whore of Babylon. That is the
church of Christ, which hears the pure doctrine
of Christ, and observes the ordinances institated
by him, in whatsoever place it exists” Such
were the sentiments of these persecuted people
of God, that spread like lightning through Europe
in the midst of the surrounding gloom ; and, though
not distinguished by the name of Protestants, yet
they were patterns of purity for all the churches
of the Reformation. :
About the same time, Wickliffe was raised up
in England by the great Head of Zion, to wit-
ness against the abominations of the “ Man of
Sin” He has been justly styled the “ Moming
Star” of the Reformation; and is: celebrated for
his extensive learning as well as his genuine piety.
His talents raised him to the Chair of Theology
in the University of Oxford. - During the week he
was employed in openinilt]he great truths of reve-
lation to his students, while on the Sabbath he
preached with extraordinary energy and success
on the principal ‘errors of the €hurch- of Rome.:
He attacked the vices of the clergy; and the de-.
adation of their character imparted peculiar
grce to his declamation. The doctrine of Tran-
substantiation he expounded, with a simplicity
and clearness that has not been exceeded by any
Protestant divine; and it issaid, that even then,
one-thitd of the English priesthood considered the
bread and wine as mere representations of the body
and blood of Christ. Commissioned by his sove-
reign Edward IIL to proceed to Rome on an im-’
portant embassy, like Luther, he was increasingly
disgust d by his visit, with the gorgeoussplendour.
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and superstitious rites of Popery; and on his re-
turn he inveighed against it withstill greater ve-
hemence. This called forth the thunders of the
Vatican against him ; and according to the Chris-
tian method of silencing an opponent, to which
Popery in that age invariably resorted, Gregory
XI. commanded him to be seized, imprisoned, and
brought to trial for his damnable heresies. Ed-
ward, his royal patron, and the enlightened nobles
of the land, felt that he maintained truth; in oppo-
sition to the profligacy and spiritual despotism
that aboundes ; and they threw over him the
shield of their protection. In the controversy that
raged between him and the abettors of idolatry, it
is amusing to observe the harsh epithets they
sometimes substituted for argument. Wickliffe
was called by his adversaries “ a limb of the devil,
an enemy of the church, deceiver of the people,
idol of heretics, mirror of hypocrites, author of
schisms, and inventor of lies” But in the midst
of this calumny, he proceeded in his work and
labour of love; and his translation of the Secrip-
tures into the English tongue, for a people wha
had been cruelly robbed of them, is a standing
monument of his perseverance and zeal And
one of the most remarkable things concerning him
is, that after a life of such reforming activity, and
in the midst of so many infuriated ecclesiastical

rsecutors, he should have died in peace under
E; own roof Yet even this, perhaps, was in-
tended to shew the bloody spirit which then
reigned in Babylon,—his soul was in the bosom
of Abraham, beyond the rage and impotence of
man; but his bokes were dug out of his grave,
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and with 2100 Aundred volumes of his works, were
burnt in the flames.

At the same time, tke Lord raised up Jokn Huss
and Jerome of Prague, to testify against the errors
of Popery. They were both men of superior men-
tal endowments, and full of zeal for the cause of
truth and holiness. The writings of Wickliffe
found their way into Bohemia, and were the
means of drawing these worthies from spiritual
delusion. But in the mysterious providence of
God, they were not long engaged in his service,
till the Popish inquisitors were permitted to seize
them; they were cast into prison, and loaded
with irons: and after they had enlightened a
great part of Germany with scriptural knowledge,
their purified spirits were wafted in the flames to
the mansions of eternal bliss. Being urged to
recant, a short time before his death, Huss, like a
fearless martyr, said, “ What I have written and
taught, was in order to rescue souls from the devil
and to deliver them from the tyranny of sin; and
I do gladly seal what I have written and taught
with my blood.” Jerome, at his death, displayed
the most heroic courage. On his way to the place
of execution, he sung the Apostles’ Creed, and.
some hymns, with a cheerful countenance. The
executioner approached the pile to kindle it be-
hind his back; he exclaimed, “ Come forward,
and put fire to it before my face!” When dread-
fully scorched, he was heard to ery—* O Liord,.
have mercy on me! have mercy on me !"—and
the wind parting the flames, exhibited his body to
the spectators, covered with large blisters, while
his lips were moving in fervent-supplication. 'Bu3
though these valiant men died, the cause of Go
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survived and prospered. In this, as in many sim-’
ilar cases, the blood of the martyrs was the seed
of the church. Their followers were called Lol-
lards.* In England they amounted to nearly
one-half the population: they numbered amongst
them several persons of the highest rank; and
continued for nearly two centuries to suffer in the
Saviour’s cause. ~

Thus, according to the striking language of the
prophet Daniel, (Daniel vii. 21, 22, 25,) and of
John in the Revelation, (Rev. xi. 7. and xiii. 7,)
it was given o “the beast, or the horn,” or the
Popish power, that was “ more stout than his fel-
lows, to wear out the saints of the Most High—to
make war with them, and to overcome them.”
Thousands, and tens of thousands, of holy men,
with the arm of God as their only protection, and
his eternal truth as their support and their shield,
had gone forth with undaunted courage, as “ sheep
in the midst of wolves.” From the sixth to the
sixteenth century, host after host had arisen, as
followers of the Lamb, to oppose the mystical
Babylon ; but they were successively hewn down
by the fury of their persecutors; and rivers of the
most precious blood were shed in every kingdom
of Europe, “ until the Ancient of days arose, and

* The origin of the term Lol/ard has been a subject of historical
controversy. Some maintain that the name originated fcom one Wal-
ter Loam‘J. a distinguished preacher of the Gospel of Christ, whe
was burned at Cologne; while others say, that it was a term of re-
proach fastened on them by their Popish persecutors, to make them
odious in the eyes of their enemies. If this be the case, the epithet,

stead of being a h, like all similar names, does honour to
their memory ; for lollard, ot lullhara, in the German language, means
to sing with a sweet indistinct voice: and it is said to have been ap-
plied to them because in attending the sick and the dying, and even
at their ordinary occmions, thxlwere in the habit of lulling, o1
singing the praises of . Oh! that all professing Christians wore
a similar reason, worthy of the name! .
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gave judgment unto the saints of the Most High ;"
till, what is peculiarly termed, the period of the
Protestant Reformation had arrived, when ¢ the
saints possessed the kingdom.”

Before this period, the witnesses for the truth
had been scattered over the earth, without any
point. of concentration—the rays of Scriptural
light that shone forth, were partially obscured by
surrounding darkness—and means were not yet
prepared by Providence for giving the ¢ wound to
the beast that never should be healed” Butin
the sixteenth century God's time had come—the
river of divine truth burst over the embankments
that had long impeded its progress, and carried
life and salvation as it rolled along. Clusters of
stars had twinkled during the long and dreary
night of Popish darkness; but then, the Sun of
Righteousness came forth in celestial effulgence,
and the cry was heard over all Christendom,
“ Arise, shine ; for thy light is come, for the glory
of the Lord is risen upon thee.”

It is a most interesting study for the true Chris-
tian, fo trace the causes that immediately pro-
duced this mighty event—the ProresTaNT REFOR-
MmaTioN. In the preceding ages, many reformers
as enlightened and fearless as Luther had arise
but they succeeded in effecting only a partial at:l
transitory change; because that combination of
circumstances had not yet taken place, which, under
the guiding hand of Providence, terminated in
this amazing revolution. It cannot be questioned
that one of the chief means of promoting the Re-
formation, was the degeneracy of the Church of
Rome ; the cup of its iniquity was filled to the
very brim, and by the disputes which arose abou

\o
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the papal chair, the contending pontiffs, with their
own hands, tore off the veil of pretended infalli-
bility, and exposed themselves to the nations in
all their antichristian tyranny. In 1159, two par
.ties frantic with rage, and like men fighting for
the wealth of a kingdom, actually elected two
Popes, Alexander ILL, and Victor IV. France
acknowledged Alexander, while Germany and
Italy bowed to the authority of Victor. Agai

in 1278, the cardinals split into two factions ; ﬂr’o
one elected Urban VI, while the other chose Cle-
ment VII, asthe true vicar of Christ. Rome
was the residence of Urban, and Avignon of Cle-
ment ; where they spent their time in sanctimo-

niously fulminating anathemas against one ano- .

ther. The same factions shortly afterwards
elected Benedict XIIL. and Boniface IX to the
Papal chair, at the same time; and thus that
church was rent asunder, that falsely boasts of
onrTY as her distinguishing characteristic ; thus
the ¥ great western schism; that separated the
Greek and Latin church, was produced by the
ambitious struggles of these contending pontiffs;
and for about fifty years, the nations beheld two
infallible successors of St. Peter, not preaching

ace and brotherly love—not the vicars of a holy
and humble Saviour—but the agents of him who
“ goeth about as a roaring lion,” endeavouring to
destroy the church of God. The mind of the
most credulous was excited to inquire, whether
such characters were not “ wolves in sheep's
clothing ;" and the eyes of the blind were opened
to see in these ecclesiastical combatants, the An-
tichrist of Scripture.

But, as if to rouse to the highest pitch the in-

.
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dignation of men who were longing for a spiri
change, they carried, at this very time, the sai
tndulgences to a scandalous extent. The pe:
who made the most singular figure in this affair
a Dominican monk named Tetzel. By the in
gences which he sold under the papal commiss
he administered the pardon of all sins, past, -
sent, and to come, no matter how aggravatec
money were forthcoming to strike the infernal -
gain. By this soul-destroying traffic, the n
was turned from the finished work of Jesus
purchase the remission of sin by the glitte
dust of the earth, contrary to the express w:
of Scripture—“ Ye were redeemed, not with
ruptible things, as silver and gold, but with
recious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb, witt
lemish, and without spot.”” 1 Pet. i. 18.

The soul shudders at the bare recital of s
statements respecting these indalgences. One
their advocates declared, that one drop of Chr
blood was sufficient to redeem the world; the
maining guantity shed in the garden and
the cross was left as a legaey to the church:
addition to which, all the good works of
saints, over and above those which were ne
sary for their own justification, were deposited
an inexhaustible treasury, whence indulger
were to be drawn by the Roman Pontiffs.” £
to such extravagant lengths was this device
8atan carried, that they not only pardoned the !
of the living, but stretched their authority over
invisible and eternal world ; for they taw
that the souls confined in purgatory, for whose
demption indulgences were purchased, as soor
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the money tinkles in the chest, instantly esca
from the place of torment, and ascend to glory.”

8uch was the state of monstrous degeneracy
into which the Romish church had sunk, when
God raised up MarTiN LUTHER, to burst the chains
by which the nations were enthralled. He was
the son of a poor man, as were almost all the Re-
formers ; for in carrying on this mighty work, as
at the first propagation of Christianity by the
apostles, God chose “ base things of the world,
and things that are despised, yea, and things
that are not, to bring to nought the things that
are.”’ 1 Cor. i. 28. Luther having become an Au-
gustinian friar, retired into a convent, where he
found in the library a neglected copy of the Holy
Scriptures.  All other pursuits were abandoned;
and he studied the Word of God with unguench-
able ardour. The fame of his sanctity and learn-
ing raised him to a Chair of Philosophy, and af-
terwards to that of Theology, in the University of
Wittemberg. From this commanding situation
he saw the whole church prostrate, under the des-
potism of Rome. His soul was especially agon-
1zed by the ruinous consequences of the sale of
indulgences; and having the great God as his di-
rector and his shield, he attacked the blasphe-
mous imposture, and kindled against it a flame ot
indignation throughout all Germany and a great
part of Europe. :

But all his efforts, like those of former Chris-
tian worthies, would have proved abortive, and
left the Papal edifice standing in all its strength,
had he not been aided by two powerful elements in
the work of reformation:—the revival of lilera-
ture, and the invention of the Art of Printing

4
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Before this period the human mind had loug
slept in profound lethargy ; but the ancient Greek
ans Roman authors were then brought forth and
studied with ardour. Men began to think with
freedom on every topic, civil and sacred ; the
claims of the Romish hierarchy were tried with
great boldness, by the infallible test of Scripture ;
and they who, in a former age, would at once
have hunted Luther down, without examining his
arguments, now embraced him as the advocate
of reason, and the friend of truth and righteous-
ness. Besides, his writings and those of the other
reformers, which, in preceding centuries, would
have been totally unknown or confined only to a
few, were then, by the invention of the Art of
Printing, circulated in various languages, and in
distant countries : they were greedily perused, not
merely by the rich, but by the poorest of the peo-
ple; and produceti a sudden and general impres-
sion in favour of the “new doctrines.” By these
two causes, in conjunction with other concurrent cir-
cumstances, the slaves of papal tyranny and delu-
sion acquired an independence they had not felt
before—the reign of ghostly terror began to de-
cline—the form of man became erect—his soul
waxed warm—and the general stirring of the na-
tions betokened a speedy resurrection of the
church of the living God, from the sepulchre of
superstition in which it had been buries for ages.

We break off here, and must refer our readers
to the working of the Holy Spirit on the children
of men, until the completion of the Lutheran
Reformation.
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THE POPE, AS BISHOP OF ROME,

Yores.—These succeeded to office, not by any
ain gradation, but owe their preferment to
stion. The office once conferred, is for life.
: election is in the cardinals. A Pope is not
7 a high-priest, but an earthly prince also, so
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that his death must create a great sensation in
what are called the papal dominions. Public
business is generally suspended, and couriers are
despatched to the Catholic princes all over the
world, in order to inform them of the vacant see
while the cardinals assemble from all parts and
elect a successor. This election takes place in
conclave which is fitted up for the purpose in the
Vatican, a magnificent palace at Rome belonging
to the Pope, consisting of several thousand rooms
and a library exceedingly rich both in books and
manuscripts. The voters are not allowed to de-
part till the election is finished. This sometimes
lasts for months; and, when parties run high, the
most furious: passions have been displayed, so that
at the election of a Pope in 1721, the electors so
far forgot their dignity that they came to blows,
and even threw the inkstands at one another.

It may be interesting to state, more particular-
ly, some of the proceedings on this occasion. The
next day after the interment of the late Pope, the
cardinals assemble in the cathedral church of St.
Peter at Rome, where the senior celebrates the
mass of the Holy Ghost, for the election of a suc-
cessor. Another prelate delivers a Latin oration,
in which he exhorts the cardinals to choose an in-
dividual worthy of so eminent a station. They
then all inarch in procession behind the papal
cross, while the musicians sing the hymn “Veni
Crealor” The procession enters the hall of the
conclave, which occupies a large portion of the
Vatican. The large rooms are divided by tem-
porary partitions into what are called cells
which are again subdivided into little rooms and
elosets; every cardinal has his own for himself
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and his assistants, which is barely large enongh
to hold a bed, five or six chairs, and a table.
The hour of holding the conclave being come, a
bell is rung to cause the ambassadors, princes,
prelates, and other persons of distinction, who
may be present to withdraw. When they have
all departed, the doors and windows are walled
up, with the exception of one, which throws a dim
light upon the conclave. One door is also kept
for the removal of any cardinal who may be ill,
but who loses the privilege of voting if he retires.
The mode of election is by ballot: two chalices
stand on a long table in the chapel of Sixtus, in-
to which the cardinals deposit their bulletins
containing the name of the individual for whom
they vote. One of the Scrutators reads it aloud
while two others mark the votes for each indivi-
dual by the side of his name on the large tablet
where all those of the cardinals are inscribed.
Whoever obtains two-thirds of the votes present
is canonically elected. His name is immediate-
ly proclaimed aloud, and the cardinals sitting on
his right and left rise and quit their places. His
consent is asked and granted to perform their
adorations, when the senior commences by kissing
his foot and then his hand. The first cardinal
deacon afterwards announces the election to the
people from the balcony before St. Peter's; the
artillery of the castle of St. Angelo and the bells
of the city spread the news abroad. The people
are then allowed to break into the conclave, and
carry off all they can.
o person who is under fifty-five years of age
is eligii‘l’e to the papacy. . The elected must also
4 .
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be an.Italian by hirth, having already obtained a
place in the college of cardinals. ,

The death of a Pope is attended with an equal
degree of ceremony. The corpse is suffered to
remain in bed till the arrival of the cardinal
chamberlain, in order to recognise the body. Ar-
rayed in the short cloak, violet-coloured tippet, and
rochet, he presents himself at the door of the
chamber and, knocks three times with a gold ham-
mer, calling the Pope at each knock, and addres-
sing him by his christian, family, and papal names.
After a short time, he exclaims, in the presence
of the clerks of the chamber and his apostolical
votaries engaged in the ceremony, “ He is then
dead” On his entrance, a gentleman in waiting
uncovers the face of the deceased, and the corpse
is recognized. The fisherman's ring is then
broken by the cardinal, as is also the leaden seal
with which the bulls are sealed in the chancery,
the golden hammer being used for the purpose.
In the name of the Apostolical Chamber, he then
takes possession of the Vatican, and sends guards
to secure the gates of the. city and the castle of
St. Angelo. Nine days’ obsequies are performed,
and funeral rites in several churches at the same
time, all with great splendour. The reign of
Popes is seldom of long duration, they being gene-
rally. advanced in years at the time of their-elec-
tion. .

The income of the Romish court is irregular
and uncertain. Several years back, when in full

ssession of its territory, both in Italy and in

rance, it was not calculated at more than 600,
000/. Mr. Eustace informs us that * this income
arose principally from internal taxation, and that
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a very small part of it was derived from Catholic
countries.”

The dignity of Pope has produced some most
severe contentions about who should be greatest,
and there have appeared more than one claiming
infallibility at the same time. Thus, at the com
mencement of the fifteenth century, the Latin
church was divided into two great factions, and
was governed by two contending pontiffs, Boni-
face IX., who remained at Rome, and Benedict
XIII., who resided at Avignon. The contest
afterwards rose to so greata height between Gre-
gory XII., a successor of Boniface, and Benedict
XIII., that the Council of Pisa interfered to heal
the divisions and factions that had so long rent
the papal empire. A heavy sentence of condem-
nation was pronounced against the contending
pontiffs, who were both dec%ared guilty of heresy,
perjury, and contumacy, unworthy of the smallest
tokens of honour or respect, and separated ipso
Jacto from the communion of the churci. This step
was followed by the election of one pontiff in their

e. Alexander V. was the favoured individual;

ut all the decrees and proceedings of this famous

council were treated with contempt by the con-

demned pontiffs, who continued to enjoy the privi-

leges and to perform the functions of tge papacy,

as if no attempt had been made to remove them
from that dignity. -

A most sacrilegious link also connected itself
with the pontifical chain, when Pope John VIIL
was discovered to be a woman! This lady wag
a native of Mayence, and of English extraction.
Having fravelled to Athens, disguised as a man,
with an Englishman, "her paramour, the wads
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great advances there in learning, and especially »
the knowledge of theology. She subsequently ente)
ed the church, and as her talents were of the ver
first order, she obtained the highest honours i
could bestow. This clever woman gave publi
lectures at Rome on various sciences, and engage:
in disputations, by which she gained such re
pute that, on the death of Leo IV, she wa
unanimously chosen to fill the papal chair. O
course she could not marry; however, she die
in giving birth to a child, while she was carrie
in public procession between the Colosseur
Theatre and St. Clement's.  Some deny this story
but it is confirmed by the testimony of about fift
authors. Great care has ever since been take:
that there shall be no recurrence of the like even

The Pope claims to be the zrue vicar or vice
gerent of Jesus Christ. He has been honoure
with the title of % God upon earth;” and Inn
cent IIL declared that he was substituted in Hi
]il:.ce, who had written on his vestment and hi
thigh, * Tre Kive oF kiNGs AND LorD oF LorDS !
The princes of Palermo (as related by Paulu
Jovius) prostrated themselves at the feet of Ma
tin IV,, and made their addresses to him in th
same words they address to Jesus Christ befor
their altars: “Thou that takest away the sins o
the world, have mercy upon us! Thou that take
away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us
Thou that takest away the sins of the world, grax
us thy pedce!” We may pity the g:llorhnce a
a poor héathen like the l‘gmperor of China stylin
himself the “Son of Heaven;” but here pit
must yield to indignation at such grose 15'.

phemy.
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he ridiculous and degrading ceremony of kiss-
he Pope’s foot seems to have originated in the
rration of Justinian for Constantine I, whose
he kissed at an interview he had with him in
demia. This homage was previously paid to
sovereign pontiff of the heathens. For ages
as practised only on a fresh accession to the
ey. .
oz)n'e of the Popes have been called by the
e of St. Peter, though they profess to fill his
r. Many of them have, however, formed
ing contrasts with their avowed pattern., Pla-.
, who was a strict Papist, and appointed un-
Pius IL., Apostolical Abbreviator gnd Libra-
of the Vatican, calls many of them short-
I monsters, and tells us that they obtained the
1dom by bribes ; that they departed from the
3 of Peter; and were governed by the most
acable hatred and resentment. They have
wently been notoriously irreligious and im-
al in their lives: this has been boldly and un-
verably charged against them. ¢ The abomi-
e wickedness of your party,” says Bazter, ad-
sing the Romanists, “ even the cardinals
aselves, is proclaimed by many that have been
* priests, and turned from you, as Copley,
don, Bozhorne,” &c. Sheldon, in his Survey
lome, says, “ Believe it, reader, the abomina-
t which are committed by these purpled fa-
8, and the supreme fathers of that synagogue,
so detestable, that they surpass all narration,
7 of modest or immodest pen, Many.an one
has been deceived into Popery in England,
been cured by a journey to Rome, seeing the
ainations of the place.”
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The tiara, or triple crown, and the keys, are the
badges of the papal dignity; the tiara of the
Pope’s civil rank, and the keys of his jurisdiction,
for, as soon as the Pope is dead, his arms are re-
presented with the tiara alone, without the keys.

The Pope, in virtue of his office, * enacts rules
of discipline for the universal church, dispenses
with them when he sees proper, punishes those
who do not obey him, passes sentence on all ec-
clesiastical causes referred to him, and receiver
appeals from all Roman Catholic bishops in th:
world. He convokes all general councils, presides
in them personally or by his legates, and confirms
their decrees.”

The present Pope (Mauro Capellari) is called
Gregory XVIL. I—f:was born at Belluro, in the
Venetian States, 18th September, 1765 ; reserved
in petto 21st March, 1825; published cardinal
priest, by the title of St. Calixtus, 13th March,
1826 ; elected pope, 2nd Pebruary, 1831; conse-
crated bishop and crowned 6th February fol-
lowing.

CarpNAL.—This namé is derived from the
latin word cardinalis, which signifies ¢ principal,
chief” The cardinals are ecclesiastical princes
in the Church of Rome, to whom is given the title
of Eminence. They constitute the Pope’s senate.
The Sacred College of Cardinals, as it is called,
consists, if complete, of seventy members. The
number of cardinals is seldom complete, so that
the Holy Father has generally this honour to be-
stow. The creation of cardinals is attended with
a curious ceremony, performed by the Pope. A
private consistory is held, in which his Holiness

opens and shuts the mouth of new cardinals. The
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shutting of the mouth implies that the cardinal is
not at liberty to give his opinion in congregation,
uatil it is opened for him ; the opening of it is de-
ferred for fifteen days, and the doing of it signifies
the removal of this restraint. This ceremony ap-
pears trifling to us, but more than trifles are in-
volved in it; forif the Pope should die before the
cardinal’'s mouth is officially opened for him, he
can neither give his voice in the consistory on the
election of a successor to the papal chair, nor be
himself advanced to that dignity. The cardinals
wear a red soutane, a rochet, a short purple man-
tle, and a red hat. The latter was first worn in
the Council of Lyons, in 1234, and is said to de-
note zeal, and to intimate that they would hazard
the shedding of their blood in the defence of their
church.

The Church of Rome, as an Hierarcay, has
its various clerical and monastic orders. It is
episcopal, and the Pope is the universal bishop,
the vicar of Jesus Christ, to whom all the clergy
of every rank are subordinate. After the cardi-
nals, follow primates, patriarchs, archbishops, and
bishops, who are suffragans to the archbishops,
and such were formerly the cardinals to the Pope ;
bishops in partibus infidelium, as they are called,
or, more briefly, in partibus ; that is, persons who,
thal they may enjoy the dignity and honours of
tho episcopacy, and thus be qualified to render

‘ sume particular services to the church in general,
are named to sees “in infidel countries,” of which
they cannot possibly take possession. Such are
merely dignitaries of the Church of Rome. Such
also, in as far as the titles of their sees are con-
cerned, are the apostolical vicars in England and
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Scotland, &e. And such, finally, are those per
sons who are often appointed coadjutors to other
bishops, unable from age, or any other infirmity
to discharge the duties of their oéce. These are
dll'so many puppets, created and moved by the
Pope at his pleasure; are all subordinate to his
single will, and no change in his temporal condi-
tion can diminish this authority, which he pos-
sesses in all its plenitude, whether in exile or on
the pontifical throne : an authority which éxtends
—so Catholics would have us believe—over the
whole earth; for there is “no other church but
Rome, no other spiritual empire but that of the
Pope,” who assumes the style of Dominus Deus
noster Papa—our Lord God the Pope !

The holy orders of the Church of Rome are
seven ; bishop, priest, deacon, acolyth, reader, ex-
orcist, and door-keeper. This gradation received
the sanction of the Council of Trent, which, in
this alfair, proceeded in its usual way, with an
anathema against malcontents. The said or
ders are again divided into major and minor, or
sacred and secular; the first three mentioned are
of the major or sacred order. They of the sacred
order may not marry, but the others may, and
that without a dispensation. According to the
Council of Trent, they should pass through the
lower grade to the upper, tarrying for a time at
each step; but a dispensation is easily procured,
and four orders are thus to be obtained in one
day. ‘

{lll the laity of the Church of Rome are reck-
oned as the lower orders of people, compared
with the priesthood. A priest, even when raised
2o that office from the lowest of the people, is en-
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titled to have his hands kissed with the greatest
reverence by every one, even a prince of his com-
munion. Children are taught devoutly to press
their little lips upon those Lands, to which, as
they are told, the very Saviour of mankind, who
isin heaven, comes down daily. The laws of
Roman Catholic countries are, with regard to
priests, made according to the spirit of these reli-
gious notions. A priest cannot be tried by the
judges of the law, for even the most horrible
crimes. Blanco White, late chaplain to the King
of Spain, says, “ Murders of the most shocking
nature have often been perpetrated by priests in
my country; but I do not recollect an instance of
their being put to death, except when the mur-
dered person was also a priest” He adds, %1
knew the sister of a young lady who was stabbed
to the heart at the door of a church, where the
murderer, who was her confessor, had a few
minutes before given her absolution! He stabbed
her in the presence of her mother, to prevent the
young lady’s marriage, which was to take place
that day. This monster was allowed to live be-
cause he was a priest. Even in Ireland” the
same writer continues, ¢ where the law makes no
difference between man and man, a priest can
take liberties with the multitude and exert a des-
potic command over them, which the natural
spirit of the Irish would not submit to from the
first nobleman in the kingdom.” .

The Roman clergy are distinguished by vari-
ous badges. The fonsure is the common badge
of all the clergymen, the hair being clipped in
a particular way. The candidate is made to
kneel before the bishop, who cuts the hair ia five

5
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different parts of the head ; that is, before
behind, on each side, and on the crown. A
little circle of the hair is shaved off from the
erown of the head, and the size of the bald place
is regulated by the orders received. The tonsure
of a mere clerk is the smallest ; that of priest:
and monks the largest. The manipule is the
‘badge of a sub-deacon. It consists in a little fille!
representing a handkerchief, which the priests ir
the primitive church wore on the arm, to wipe ofl
their tears for the sins of the people. The cha
suble is an ornament which the priest puts above
the alb to say mass; the alb being a robe made
close only at the wrists. The cross stole is the
badge of a deacon. This is worn by the Romist
parish priests above their surplice, as a mark of
their superiority in their respective churches, and
by other priests over the alb. The stole is used
at the celebration of mass, in which case it goes
across the stomach: by deacons it is worn ove
the left shoulder, scarf-wise; when the priest
reads the gospel for any one, he lays the bottor
of his stole on his head. The stole is a broad
-swath or slip of stuff, having on it three crosses
end hanging from the neck to the feet. The
priest is distinguished by the planeta. The b
shop is known by his mitre. The archbishop
wears a pall, as do the primate and a patriarch;
the pall is a sort of cloak or mantle of state.
The Pope, during six hundred y was only
adorned with one crown or diadem ; but, at the
" return of the apostolic see from Avignon t

Rome, the Popesmgan to wear the triple crown.
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INQUISITION.

The Inguisition—This is the name given to an
ecclesiastical tribunal which has been set up in
several countries by the Church of Rome. Its
professed object is to suppress heresy: to examine
and punish heretics. This court was founded in
the twelfth century by Father Dominic and his
followers, who were sént by Pope Innocent IIL
with orders to excite the Catholic states and princes
to extirpate heretics, to search into their number
and quality, and to transmit a faithful account
thereof to Rome. Hence they are called Inquisi-
tors, and their tribunal the Inquisition. :

% This abominable court has been established
in several European countries ; but no where has
it acted with such malignant energy, no where
have its dungeons been so much like the vaults
of hell, or the economy of its conductors so much
like the economy of devils, as in Spain and Por-
tugal. It has been horrible enough in Italy. It
was forced for a time upon France and Germany ;
but in neither of those countries did it ever gain a
permanent footing. Great Britain has uniformly
and successfully resisted'it. At present the grand .
Inquisition is known only in history ; though it is
only within a few years t{at it has been abolished ;":
and there is much reason to believe that this in-
fernal engine is still in operation, on & wsmallet
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scale, in different parts of Continental Europe
Of course, it moves now in the deepest silence
conscious that its doings will not bear to be looke:
at by the light of the nineteenth century : but if i
could borrow power from the spirit of the age t
extend its dominion, there is no evidence that i
would not bring back in their full extent, the trag:
cal horrors of preceding centuries.

% In Spain there were at one time no less tha:
eighteen different inquisitorial courts ; and beside
the vast numbers who were immediately connecte
with them as officers, there were twenty thousan
familiars, or spies, scattered throughout the cour
try, whose business it was to mingle in all compe
nies, and drag all suspected persons to the cell
of the Inquisition. Neither youth nor beauty, nc
virtue nor age, nor the sacredness of domestic r¢
lations, furnished the least security against th
ruthless hands of these apostles from the pit. N
man could lay his head upon his pillow withot
anxiety ; for he could feel no assurance but tha
before the light of another day, himself, or his wifi
or his child, would receive a summons as awfi
-and, asdaresiatiblejias if it had come from the kin
of terrors. ' No family’cduld‘separate for the nigh
but the appalling conviction must have forced-i
self upon them, that they.waere.nos:improbabl
taking of each other a final leave. Fancy th
horror of the scene, when the prison-carriage we
heard at the dead of night, to stop before the doo
and immediately a loud knock was accompanie
by the stern command, ¢ Open to the Holy Inquit

“tion ;! every inmate in the dwelling felt his bloc
curdle at the sound; the head of the family wi
called upon to give up the mother of his belove
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and helpless children ; he dared not even to whis-
cer an objection or let fall a tear ; but hastening
ack to her chamber, led her out, and placed her
in custody of an incarnate demon: and then as
the prison-carriage rolled away to the dungeons,
oh! how that husband was convulsed with agony,
as he contemplated her as the innocent victim of
along and living death. The movements of these
familiars were conducted with so much profound
secrecy, that it was not uncommon for members
of the same family to be ignorant of each other's
apprehension. One instance is recorded, in which
a father, three sons, and three daughters, all of
whom occupied the same house, were separately
seized, and thrown into the dungeons of the In-
quisition, and knew nothing of each other's fate
till after seven years of torture; those of them
who survived met to mingle their death-groans at
an auto da fé. As the process of apprehension
was-usually conducted with the utmost silence, so,
when the wretched victim was actually appre-
hended and carried to the dungeon for trial, he
was never confronted by his accuser, nor ®even
told what was the crime for which he had been
arrested, but was left to conjecture the crime, and
to accuse himself; if he did not igstantly confess,
confession was extorted from him ‘)y virtue of the
. nck”" R R R O P

“ Shall we conduct you to that abode of horror,
that ante-chamber of hell, in which these deeds
of darkness are perpetrated? The very exterior
of the building indicates that it was made for
some malignant purpose. You enter it by mas-
sive doors, and are led on by narrow and winding
passages, rendered still more horrible by the dim
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torchlight which pervades them, till youn reach the
dungeons in which men die by torture. Here is
the depository of every thing that human inge-
nuity has invented to cause a protracted and
agonizing death. Here is the torture by water ;
and the torture by fire ; and the torture by the
pendulum ; and the torture by the rack; each one
of which, if it were described to you, would cause
your blood to freeze with horror.

% When the vaults of the Spanish Inquisition
were thrown open by the troops of Napoleon, an
image of the Virgin Mary was discovered, which,
on inspection, was found to be a torturing engine,
She wore, beneath her robes, a metal breast-plate,
thickly stuck with needles, spikes, and lancets,
The familiar, who was present, was requested to
work the engine ; and he did so. As she raised
her arms, as if to embrace, a knapsack was thrown
into them, and, in closing them upon it, she pierced
it through in a hundred glaces. To the living
victim it would have proved instantly the embrace
of death.”

% O love-destroying, cursed Bigotry! -

ym%'.mbition’slgltf, though mad

And nursed on human gore, with her compared,
‘Was merciful. Nor did she always rage:
She had some hours of meditation set
w, wherein she to her study went.

Inquisition, model most complete
Of perfect wickedness, where deeds were done—
Deeds! let them ne’er be named ;—and sat and plannad
Deliberately, and with most musing pains,
How, to extremest thrill of agony,
The flesh, and blood, and souls of holy men,
Her victims, might be wrought; and when she saw
New tortures of her labourmg fancy born,

She letﬁ?od for joy, and made great haste to try
Their rpo—w’:l{’plmod to hﬁ & deeper groan.”
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Autoda fé—This signifies an act of faith.
Now the Scriptures teach that faith works by
love ; therefore, the faith which prompts such acts.
as the following is not that of the Bible. The
aulo da fé is well known as connected with the
Romish church. The name is given to a solemn
_ day held by the Inquisition for the punishment of
heretics and the absolution of the innocent ac- .
cused. They usually contrive the auto to fall on
some great festival, that the execution may pass
with more awe; and it is always on a Sunday.
The auto da fé may be called the last act of the
inquisitorial tragedy: it is a kind of gaol delivery
appointed as often as a competent number of pri-
soners in the Inquisition are convicted of ﬁe-
resy, either by their own voluntary or extorted con-
fession, or on the evidence of certain witnesses. -
The process is this:—in the morning they are
bmugﬁt into a great hall, where they have certain
habits put on, which they are to wear in the pro-
cession, and by which they know their doom.
The procession is led by Dominican friars ; after
which come the penitents, in black coats, without
sleeves, and barefooted, with a wax candle in
their hands. These are followed by the penitents
who have narrowly escaped being burned, who,
over their black coats, have flames painted with
their points turned downwards. Next come the
negative and relapsed, who are to be burned,
having flames on their habits pointing upwards
After these come such as profess doctrines con
trary to the faith of Rome, who, besides flames
pointing upwards, have their picture painted on
their breasts, with dogs, serpents, and devils all
open-mouthed about it. Each prisoner is atended

{
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with a familiar of the Inquisition; and those to
be burned have also a Jesuit on each hand, who
are continually preaching to them to abjure. Af
ter the prisoners comes a troop of familiars on
hombact; after them the inquisitors and other
officers of the court, on mules; last of all, the
inquisitor-general on a white horse, led by two
men with black hats and green hatbands. After
some further ceremonies, the prisoners are de-
livered to the civil officers, beseeching them not
to touch their blood or put their lives in danger !!1
The prisoners are then loaded with chains, and
conveyed to the gaol. After an hour or two they
are brought before the civil judge, who, after ask-
ing in what religion they intend to die, pro-
nounces seatence on such as declare they die in
the communion of the Church of Rome, that
they shall be first strangled, and then burned ta
ashes; on such as die in any other faith, that
thef shall be burned alive. Both are immedi-
ately carried to the Ribera, the place of execu-
tion, where there are as many stakes set up as
there are prisoners to be burned, with a quantity of
dry furze about them. The stakes of the pro-
fessed, that is, such as persist in their heresy, are
about four yards high, hdving & small board to-
wards the top for the prisoner to be seated on.
The negative and relapsed being first strangled
and burned, the professed mount their stakes by
a ladder; and the Jesuits, after several repeated
exhortations to be reconciled to the church, part
with them, telling them that they leave them to
the devil, who is standing at their elbow to re-
ceive their souls and carry them with him to the
Hames of hell. On this a great shout is raised,
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and the cry 1s, “ Let the dogs’ beards be made I”
which is done by thrusting flaming furzes, fastened
to long poles against their faces, till their faces
are bumed to a coal, which is accomparied with
the loudest acclamations of joy. At last fire is
wt to the furze at the bottom of the stake, over
which the professed are chained so high, that the
wop of the flame seldom reaches higher than the
reat they sit on, so that they seem rather roasted
bhan burned. There cannot be a more lament-
sble spectacle; the sufferers continually cry out
while they are able, ¢ Pity for the love of God!"”
Yet it is beheld by all sexes and ages with trans-
sorts of joy and satisfaction. O merciful God! is
‘his the benign, humane religion thou hast given
o men? Surelyno. If such were the genius of
Christianity, then it would be no honour to be a
Christian.

It is not possible to form an accurate estimate
of the victims of Popery whose death has been
secasioned by their supposed heretical sentiments.
Aecording to the best authorities, we may assert
the destruction of human life caused by the
Church of Rome to be as under:— .

Jews in Europe, nearly . . . . . . . 2,000,000

Indians in Mexico and South America,
including Cuba and St. Demingo . . 15,000,000

Protestants in the East Indies and Enrope,
about . . . . . . . .. ... 50,000,000

Total . . . . . . . 67,000,000
" We are aware that all Reman Cathelics do
not approve of such proceedings; but do the
heads of their church openly censure them ?
Where and at what time was the general couneil

held, which reprobated these deeds of hloodt
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Did not the celebrated Council of Trent, the last
of the kind, deal out profusely its anathemas
against heretics ?

Well'may one exclaim, ¢“ O Popery, Popery!
how horrible is thy charity, how cruel is thy bene-
volence | painters sometimes exceed nature, and
go beyond life; orators make frequent use of hy-
perbolical expressions; and poets are often madly
extravagant: but imagination labours in vain to
portray the malignant spirit by which thou art
animated. A serpent, whose poison is instant
death, lurking undiscovered until he hath inflicted
the fatal wound; a hungry lion, sharp-set, and
ready to seize his prey; the vapour of pestilence
which depopulates an empire; a fury entwined
with scorpions; an ideal monster, that is sour,
livid, full of scars, wallowing in gore, disgusted
with every object around, and most of all dis
gusted with itself, is harmless and inoffensive in

" comparison with thee. It is too true, that, after
thy example, and to the disgrace of Christianity,
Protestants have sometimes persecuted ; but their
persecutions were a horrid perversion of their
principles, whereas thy persecutions flow from thy
g‘rinciples as a natural and necessary result

hey have tasted—thou hast drunk to intoxica-
tion—the blood of martyrs. Blood is thy aliment,
thy element, and dreadful has been or will be thy
retribution. Their intolerance, the effect of min-
gled passions, spends itself in the lapse of time,
or is corrected by nobler sentiments: but thy prin-
ciples of persecution are established by infallible
councils which lapse of time cannot alter, whick no
tenderness of sentiment can correct.”
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JESUITS EXPORED,

e REFoRMATION oF RELIGION was an event
18 greatest importance to mankind, and which
rely changed the Papal power and influence.
roke the Pope’s right arm, deprived him of a
iderable portion of his spiritual dominions;
not only curtailed his exorbitant power, but
narrowed his influence. The thunders of his
excommunications, and anathemas were
seforth destined to fall still-born from the Va-
1. Even the princes and churches which still
ared to Rome, were taught by Protestant ex-
lle to despise an authority which they had dis-
wed to be neither infallible nor omnipotent.
Protestant faith elevated the spiritual con-
m of man, advanced even his temporal in.
sts, delivered his soul from ignominious bon-
» and delusion, and rescued his mind from an
ped and superstitious dominien.
; became, therefore, the policy and interest of
Man of Sin and his adherents to oppose and
throw it, and to bring as much evil as possible
of the elements of so much good. In order to
st this, the best instruments were selected.
16 of the lazy, cloistered, monkish fraternity
d present a front in any way formidable ko wo
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powerful an enemy as had now arisen. The
Jesuits were, therefore founded with the express
view of undermining the Protestant faith; and
they have ever been the most subtle, powerful, and
smplacable enemies with which the Reformation
has had to contend. - Their grand object has
always been to retard the march of a purer sys-
tem, to oppose the diffusion of spiritual light, and
to obstruct the progress (oif civil liberty. Nor have
the hopes of their founders and patrons been in
the least disappointed. They have fulfilled their
high destiny beyond expectation; and under the
pretext of religion, have endeavoured to extinguish
the light of the Gospel truth and charity through-
out the world.

Ignatius Loyola, the patron and founder of this
Order, was born in Spain, and brought up to the
military profession. His early years were spent
in the utmost latitude of debauchery; vanity and
ambition being his ruling passions. In the year
1521, at the age of thirty, he was severely wound-
ed in the leg at the siege of Pampeluna ; during
the cure of which he read, and was much enam-
oured with the lives of the saints. He then also
formed the resolution of acquiring the character
of a saint himself ; and his biographers in his own
Society, allege that he had miraculous intercourse
with heaven — visions—raptures—extacies—and
supernatural instructions, for the formation of his Or-
der.* Pasquier says he was one of the most subtle
and skilful politicians which that age had pro-
duced, and soon obtained disciples; ﬁut meeting
with opposition, went to Paris. After much discou-
ragement there also, he formed a new set of disci-

Baillet's Life of St. Ignatius,
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ples, his Spanish friends having deserted him. His
first converts were only seven individuals; whom
on the feast of the Assumption, 1534, he conducted
to the church of Mount Martre, near Paris, where
Le Fevre, one of them, said mass, and adminis-
tered the sacrament to them. After mass, the
whole seven, with a loud voice, took a vow to un-
dertake within a prescribed time a voyage to
Jerusalem for the conversion of the Infidels,—to
abandon every thing they possessed in the world,
—and in the event of being unable to accomplish
this, to throw themselves at the feet of the Pope,
—to offer himtheir services,—and to proceed un-
der his orders whenever and wherever he might
think proper to send them. Shortly after this they
were joined by three others, when they all set out
for Rome, in the year 1538, where, according to
Baillet, they agreed that the Society should be es-
tablished as soon as possible asa rei;gious Society,
in order to prevent its future dissolution, and to
enable it to extend itself to all places, and to sub-
sist till the end of time. .

The infant Society experienced some difficulty
and considerable opposition, before it received the
stamp of Papal authority. Paul III referred
Loyola’s petition for confirmation to a committee
of cardinals, who represented the establishment
of this Society as unnecessary as well as danger-
ous; and Cardinal Guidiccioni opposed it with the
greatest vehemence. But Loyola was a man of
the world; and hit on a plan which entirely re-
moved the Papal scruples. He immediately
changed the articles of his Institution, in which
his promise of obedience to the Pope had been
clogged with conditions; and now bound his Qrdex
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by a soléemn vow to implicit, blind, and unlimited
submission and obedience to the Pope. This vow
was over and above the three usual vows of pov-
erty, chastity, and monastic obedience, common
to all the orders. Such an offer, at such a crisis,
was irresistible. Paul TII. had sufficient discern-
ment to foresee the advantage of such a fraternity,
and immediately confirmed the Institution by a
bull, dated 27th September, 1540; and ever since
the Popes have generally considered that the
Jesuits are the chief support of their authority.
Although there might be some embarrassment
in serving two masters, yet Loyola laid his com-
pany under a similar promise of implicit obedience
to the General of the order. After their confirma-
tion, Paul IIL had two medals struck, on one of
which was inscribed, « The gates of heaven are
opened I' and on the other, « The security of the
Roman people”” How far the institution of this
order has contributed to promote the glory of God
in the highest, and on earth peace and good-
will towards men, its history written in blood, will
show.

Many subsequent bulls have entirely exempted
the Jesuits from all jurisdiction, both ecclesiastical
and civil, and from all tithes and imposts on them-
selves and their property. The other monastic
orders are separated from the world, and are sup-
posed to be dead to it, and not to mingle in its af
fairs ; but the Jesuits consider themselves as form-
ed for action. They are chosen soldiers bound to
exert themselves continually in the service of the
Pope as “ vice-God,” and whatever tends to re-
claim or oppose the enemies of the Roman See, is
their proper object. They are, therefore, totally
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exempted from those functions which are the chief
business of other monks; they appear in no pro-
cessions—practise no rigorous austerities—con-
sume no time in the repetition of tedious offices.
They neither chanted nor prayed. ¢ They cannot
sing,” said their enemies, * for birds of prey never
do.” On the contrary, they are requireg to attend
to all the transactions of the world that they may
extend their influence, to study the dispositions of
persons of high rank and to cultivate their friend-
ship ; so that by the very constitution and genius
of their Order, a spirit of action and intrigue is in.
fused into all its members. In short,  this insti-
tution is an universal conspiracy against the rights
of bishops, rectors, universities, corporate bodies,
Pprinces, magistrates, and every power, both spirit-
ual and temporall The exorbitant privileges
with which they have clothed themselves are only
fit to overturn every State, and to spread distress
and confusion in all places.”

% The Jesuits had no sooner appeared than
they overran the universe with surprising rapidity ;
they became the instructors of youth, the masters
of seminaries, the confessors of kings, the distri-
butors of favours, and the nominators to every
office, civil and ecclesiastical, and sometimes even
to crowns; in a word, the arbiters of every great
event; they acquired immense wealth in freehold
estates, and in the benefices which they procured
for their houses; they formed the most substan-
tial and brilliant establishments, and laid the
foundations of a monarchy calculated to resist the
most powerful princes."”

They style themselves poor Mendicants; but
how poor Mendicants could? have so speedily at-



tained to such an extensive and ahsolute en
in o short a time, is almost beyond eredik
They have domineered over the properties
lives, the liberties, and the minds of mer
nearly three centuries. The crimes comm
by the Jesuits in every part of the world, su
those of every other fraternity; and their m
are worse than those of the worst Pagan ph
phers of whom we have any account. They
corrupied and perverted every branch and pr«
of morality, and sapped the very foundatior
religious principles. The following (says
sheim) are some of the maxims adopted ar
culcated by the whole fraternity :—

“1. That persons truly wicked and void of the love of
may expect to obtain eternal l:’je in_heaven, provided
they be impressed with a fear of the Divine anger, and
all heinous and enormous crimes, tArough the dread of )
punishment. 2. That those persons may transgress
safety, who have a probable reason for transgressing ; tl
any plausible argument or authority in favour o% thy
they are inclined to commit. 3. That actions inérin:

il, and directly contrary to the divine laws, may be
cently petformej by those who have so much powe;
their own minds as to join, even ideally, @ good end 4
wicked action ; or, (to speafn in the style of the Jesuits,
are capable of directing their intention aright. 4. Ths
losophical sin is ofa.veryhl,%ht and trivial nature, and
not deserve the pains of hell. By ical sim, tt
suits mean any action conlrary lo the dictates of natur.
right reason, done by a n who js ignorant of the w
law of God, or doubtful of its true meaning. 5. Ths

T ions committed by a person blinded by the &
tion of lust, agitated by the impulse of tumultuous pas
and destitute of all sense and impression of religion,
ever detestable and heinous they may be in themselve:
not imputable to the transgressors before the tribun
God; and that such transgressions may often be as inv
“asy as the actions of a madman. 6, That the persons
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take a5 oafh, Or enter into a contract, may, to eliude the force
of the one, and the obligation of the other, add to the form
of words that express them, certain menial additions and
tacit reservations.’

Under the inculcation of such exquisite morals,
which are at variance not only with the spirit but
the letter of the decalogue, can the wickedness
of Popery excite astonishment? Under such able
tuition, the utter contempt for oaths manifested
by Popish Members of Parliament is only what
they would call a right direction of their.inten-
tions. The Jesuits everywhere practised those
pernicious maxims which excited so much indig-
nation, that two Popes were shamed into issuing
bulls against them. Such favorites, however, are
they at Rome, that these bulls have been sup-

ssed, and are not to be found in the Bullarium

ontificurm ; but their mortal enemies, the Jan-

senists and Dominicans, have, however, carefully
preserved them.

Their Government is entirely monarchicaly and
of the most despotic kind. In the bull of 1591,
Gregory XIV. declares, that Ingnatius desired
that the form of Government in his Society should
be monarchical, and that everything should be de-
cided by the WILL of the General alone. In all
other monastic orders, whatever affects the whole
body, is regulated by the commnon suffrages of all
itsmembers; but in this Society implicit obedience
to the will of the General is the rule. In the esti-
mation of a Jesuit, the General is esteemed the -
Vicar of Christ, and occupies the place of God! .

as such is to be implicitly obeyed in all things.
The nature of this obedience has been compared
to a staff in & man's hand, which is enXirely pase
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sive ; and implies the complete renunciation of his
own will, opinion, and judgment. Loyola's own
description of it is that “any order of a superior
shall be regarded without distinction as a pivine
precept which must be obeyed without any discus-
sion, and with the same blind prostration of the
whole will as is required in believing whatever
the Catholic faith teaches, and as Abraham evin-
ced in sacrificing his son Isaac.”

A General is chosen for life, by deputies from
the several provinces, whose power is supreme
and independent, and extends to every person and
to every case; and to whom the Jesuits are re-
quired to yield not only outward obedience, but
the inclinations of their own wills, and the senti--
ments of their own understandings. This policy
impresses a character on all the members of the
Order, and gives peculiar force to all its opera-
tions. What renders the despotism of this
monarchy the more remarkable is, that it is not
exercise! over lazy and superstitious monks in a
cell, but over picked men of the first intellects,
dispersed among all the nations in the earth. To
enable the General to ascertain the abilities and
the peculiar disposition of each of his subjects,
they carefully transmit him the most minute in-
formation. Every novice is obliged to manifest
his conscience to the Superior, or his deputy. He
isrequired to confess not only his sins and defects,
but to lay open to his confessor the inclinations,
the passions, and the bent of his soul, which con-
fession must be repeated every six months. Each
member is directed to observe the words and ac-
tions of the novices, and to disclose everything of

importance concerning them to the Superior.

N

~
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That this scrutiny into their character may be the
more effectual, they undergo a long and severe
noviciate ; in the course of which, they pass
through several gradations of rank in the Society;
but before they become professed members, they
must have attained the full age of thirty-three.
Registers are kept, descriptive of the talents, pas-
sions, tempers, and dispositions of each; and by
examining these, the General can without more
trouble ascertain and fix on the man best fitted
for any specific purpose. In order to accomplish
the vast objects of this Society, it was essential to
form a body, whose members are indissolubly
united to their head, by the obligation of unre-
served obedience. Consequently, its constitution
is military, and its General has the same com-
mand over this immense army of the “soldiers
of Jesus,” as a general possesses over the troops
of ordinary armies. The King of Portugal de-
nounced them in his manifesto, in the year 1759,
and banished them his kingdom. He says, “ In
order to form the union, the consistency, and the
strength of the Society, there should be a Govern-
ment not only monarchical, but so sovereign, so ab-
solute, so despotic, that even the provincials them-
selves should not have itin their power, by any act
of theirs, to resist or retard the execution of the
orders of the General. By this legislative, in-
violable, and despotic power; by the profound de-
votedness of the subjects of this company to mys-
terious laws, with which they are not themselves
acquainted, by the blind and passive obedience by
which they are compelled to execute without hesi-
tation or reply, whatever their superiors command;
this Society is at once become the most comsdh-
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dated and powerful body, and at the same timu
the greatest and most enormous of abuses to whicl
there is an urgent necessity that the Church an¢
the State should apply the most prompt and effi

cacious remedy.”

The Jesuits attach the utmost importance t
auricular confession, which has had the effect
above every other engine in their hands, of ex
tending and keeping alive the influence of th
Popish priests. In the hands of the Jesuits, it i
their most powerful instrument in forwarding thei
ambition,—in enabling them to influence the coun
cils of princes,—and of directing the minds an
wills of inferior men. % The abolition,” says Vil
lers, ¢ of auricular confession by the Reformation
was a stroke which cut at once the infinite ramifi
cations with which the hierarchical despotism hax
everywhere entwined its roots, and deprived th
clergy of their enormous influence on princes an
the great, on the women, and in the bosom of ever;
family” In a note the translator says, “Of
the contrivances to enthral mankind, and usun
the entire command of them, that of auricular con
fession appears the most impudent and the mos
effectual. That one set of men could persuad
all other men, that it was their duty to come an
reveal to them everything which they had done
everything which they meant to do, would not b
credible were it not proved by the fact. This ci
cumstance rendered the clergy masters of the secrei
of every family ; it rendered them, too, the unives
sal advisers; when any person’s intentions wenr
laid before a clergyman, it was his business to es
Pplain what was ﬂwful and what was not, an
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mder this pretext, to give what counsel he pleased;
n this manner the clergy became masters of the
ohole system of human life ; the two objects they
shiefly pursued were to increase the riches of their
Order, and to gratify their senses and pride by
1sing all their arts to cajole the great and wealthy;
ind attacking them in moments of weakness, sick-
sess, and at the hour of death, they obtained great
ind numerous bequests to the Chuich; and by the
lirection they obtained in the management of
svery family, and every event, they exercised their
ove of power, when they could not draw an ac-
session of wealth.”

The doctrine of Papal and priestly absolution,
15 a natural consequence of auricular confession,
s improved by the Jesuits still more to aid their
lesigns. For the most gross and unrepented crimes,
the cloak of absolution in the confessional, is ever
ready to cover the dupe of priestcraft. It is an
sngine of spiritual despotism assumed for secular
purposes ; and is a strong spur and incentive to
the natural evil propensities of the human heart.
It has the effect of deadening the conscience to
the guilt of adultery, which an unlawful celibacy
has made notorious in the confessional. This is
common to all Romish countries, but peculiarly so
to Spain and Portugal; where “the monks, being
extremely numerous, and human passions ever the
same, those ascetics atone for the want of marriage,
by the practice of adultery, and husbands, from the
dread of the Inquisition, are constrained to connive
at this enormous abuse. The conscience is seared
by the practice of absolution ; and the mind becomes
reconciled to the strangest of all phenomena, THEO-
XXTIC PIETY 4Rd PRACTICAL VICE wnited in bonds
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almost indissoludle. The vice becomes flagrant
beyond conception, as it is practised by those very
men who ought to exkibit examples of pure morality.”
The Jesuits are the grand supporters of the
Pope’s infallibility and supremacy. Villers says
that “the Jesuits of Clermont declared before all
Paris, -that the Pope was as infallible as Jesus
Christ himself! and employed all their knowledge
and talents to inculcate that doctrine, and make it
an article of faith.” They also maintain the law-
Sfulness of regicide, and the duty of persecuting
Protestants; and they have never scrupled to put
their doctrines in execution whenever opportuni-
ties.occurred. Three of them stabbed two kings
of France. One Chrighton, a Jesuit, attémpted
to seduce a Scottish gentleman, by the promise of
a large reward, but who indignantly rejected it,
to murder James VI. Garnet, their Superior, who
has been canonized as a Saint by the Pope, at-
tempted James's murder on a grand scale, involv-
ing all the Royal Family, and the Protestant
peers of England, in the ever-memorable Gun-
powder Plot. With respect to the duty of perse-
cution, as taught by the Jesuits, the infamous and
execrable Theology of Dens is sufficient proof.
There is almost no institution or society in which
- they are not to be found ; for it is not necessary
to be either a priest or a Papist to secure admis
, sion into this Society. Their doctrine of Probabil-
ity, renders all religions as passible among them
as all crimes ; and Cardinal Bellarmine, a Jesuit,
asserts, that if the Pope declare vice to be virtue
or virtue to be vice, the transmutation must be
believed and practised, which he calls the chief
point of Christianity. “ German freemasonry,’
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says Robison, “ was much connected with many
occurrences and schisms in the Christian Church.
I found that the Jesuits had several times inter-
fered in it; and it appears that these intriguing
brethren had attempted to maintain their influ.
ence by means of freemasonry.” Speaking after
wards of freemasonry in England during the
grand rebellion, he says, ¢ I have met with many
particular facts, which convince me that at this
time the Jesuits interfered considerably, insinuat-
ing themselves into the lodges, and contributing
to increase that religious mysticism that is observ-
able in all the ceremonies of the Order.”

In proof that freemasonry and Protestantism
are in league with the Jesuits, we give the follow-
ing anecdote. It is related by Mons. Vallory,
formerly ambassador from France at the Court of
Prussia, who received it from a Prussian noble-

man, who one day invited his friend, an opulent

trader of Hamburgh, and who was a Lutheran,
to become like himself] a freemason. The trader
wished first to be informed on the nature of ma-
sonry. The Prussian assured him that nothing
would take place which he would have occasion
to regret, although it was necessary to engage by
oath, for an inviolable secresy with respect to
whatever might be communicated. Upon this
the trader replied that he could not become a
freemason, because he should be unavoidably un.
der the necessity of communicating the secret;
that indeed it was only a single individual whe
was in question, but that he could keep no secret
from him. Being strongly pressed as to who this
K:rson might be, who was not his confessor, for

was a Protestant, nor his wife, forhe wes wn «

4
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married, he was at length compelled to acknow-
ledge to his friend that he was a Jesuit; that he
had taken the vow of obedience, and that he was
obliged to keep no secret from the Superior Jesuit
of the district. The Prussian, in much astonish-
ment, inquired how the character of a Jesuit
could harmonize with the profession of a Protest-
ant. “That makes no difference,” said the
trader, “they agree perfectly well together, and
it is of the utmost importance to me, because the
circumstance of being a Jesuit has been the means
of my having a correspondence with‘all parts of
the universe, which has forwarded my commer-
cial pursuits.”

Loyola laid claim to divine inspiration!
Among many blasphemies, furnished by the Je-
suits themselves, they declare “that God has
granted to every member of the Society,” who

" might join it; in the three first centuries, the pre-
vilege of escaping damnation, and that whoever
should die in communion with the Society should
obtain everlasting felicity.” The Jesuits allege
that God himself dictated the formation of their
Society! They teach that He and the Blessed
Virgin inspire(f' its plan, rules, and privileges, in
miraculous revelations; so that they impese on
the credulous dupes of Popery, that it is not so
much the commands of Loyola which they are
obeying, as the revealed will of God! The rules
of their institute are however concealed with
great care, not only from the public, but also from
the uninitiated of their own body. There are be-
sides some rules of which none but the General and
Superiors are permitted to know anything. There

is always suspicion in mystery. The sscret of
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this Society is confined only to a few. The Su-
periors hold secret councils in every province,
without their purposes being known either by the
;ablic or even by their own ordinary members.
his extreme secrecy naturally alarmed the Con-
tinental Governments, and was one of the causes
of the suppression of the Jesuits. But there is
another evil attending the constitution of this per-
nicious Society, the General can change, abrogate,
or renew what laws he pleases. In his bull of
1543, Paul III authorizes them “to adopt such
constitutions as they may judge fit, with power,
as well with respect to the constitutions already
adopted as those which should be made in future,
to alter or annul them, according to the difference
of time and place, and the qualities or diversities
of things; and to form other constitutions, which,
by special favour, shall be, ipso facto, considered
as approved by the Holy See” ‘Another bull of
the 14th October, 1549, grants them the same li-
bor:i of making “such statutes and constitutions
as they should judge necessary; and afterwards
either to change them, add to them, or retrench
them.” Subsequent bulls have ratified and con-
firmed this plenary Papal license, particularly the
bulls of Gregory XIIL, dated 1st February, 1682,
and June, 1684. It was this extraordinary privi-
lege which made Pasquier observe, “ I must not
forget another point of their policy, by which
their General is permitted to change the laws
and statutes by his sole authority, as he shall con-
sider it likely to promote the advantage of his or-
der: a permission of which they know better how
to avail themselves, than of all the other statutes;
especially as by means of this concesaon Wney ‘
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consider themselves at liberty to disguise every-
thing as occasion may require, so long as such
disguise promotes the advantage of the Order.”
To be able to change their institute at pleasure
is of immense importance. Against such men
and such privileges no Government can adopt
any precautionary measures. Proteus-like, they
assume a new shape after any or every condem-
nation of a discovered practice. With such sa-
tanic agents in its bosom, no Government what-
ever, but especially a Protestant Govemmcm(:1
can be safe. Accordingly, the king of Portug:
declared in 1759, that it was easy without any
great wisdom or talent to foresee and predict, that
neither Christian nor civil society could subsist
without a miracle, if the Jesuits were to continue.
« It cannot be,” says he, ¢ but that the licentious-
ness introduced by the Jesuits, of which the three
grand features are, falsehood, murder, and perjury,
should not give a new character to the morals of
the ezterni,* as well as the external government
of the nostri, or their own body. In fact, since
these Religious have introduced into Christian
wnd ciyil societies those perverted dogmas
which render murder innocent, which sanctify’
Jalsehood, authorize perjury, deprive the laws of
their power, destroy the submission of subjects, al-
low . individuals the liberty of calumniating, kill-
ing, lying, and forswearing themselves, as their ad-
vantage-may dictate ; which remove the fear of di-
vine and human laws, and permit a man to re-
dress his own grievance without applying to the
magistrate ; it is easy to see without much pene-

* The Jesuits call all who are not of their Society ezlerns,
and members are called nosiri, :
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tration that Christian and civil society could not
subsist without a miracle.”

In 1560, the Jesuits obtained letters patent
from Francis II. and Catherine de Medicis, the
queen mother, which enjoined the French Parlia-
ment to admit them into France, and confirm
their institution. Seduced by the blandishments
of the Jesuits themselves, and pressed by the
royal authority, the Archbishop of Paris consented
to their establishment under some restrictions.
He deceived himself by supposing that a Jesuit
could be bound by any oath or engagement which
to others would be sacred. The Parliament, how-
ever, held out. After the death of Francis IL
Catherine governed the kingdom entirely, and at
last compelled the Parliament to admit the Je-
suits 'They imposed likewise restrictions, which
were about as powerful in binding them as the
seven green withs were in securing Samson.
Among the first fruits of their admission into
France was the massacre of St. Barthalomew’s
Eve. Catherine de Medicis, assisted by the Je-
suits, planned that bloody transaction, and di-
rected the whole of its details. The Duke of
Guise was the great patron of the Jesuits, and he
assisted personally in the wholesale murder of
the Protestants. Maldonat, a Jesuit, was also
particularly active. The order of this infernal
massacre was “ to make one utler extirpation of
the rebellious Hugonots, and that none should be
spared.” The order extended even to infant
and suckling.” The duke of Sully asserts that
the priests and Jesuifs were most active in insti-

ting and encouraging the murderers. The

oody work commenced at midnight, sxd Yos
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Protestants were murdered in their beds, and
then thrown over the windows. The streets and
gutters became rivers of bloed; and the mangled
bodies lay in heaps. In Paris alone ten thousand
Protestants were butchered in cold blood ! but
the massacre was simultaneous throughout
France, and it has been computed that one Aun-
dred thousand Protestants fell under the tender
and maternal embraces of the Romish Church
during this massacre. Well may the mother of
harlots be called scarlez! So much blood as she
" has caused to flow must leave a scarlet mark.

Throughout Papal Europe the news of this
materna) act of the self-styled “mother and mis-
tress of all Churches,” was received with national
rejoicings. Discharges of artillery, ringing of
bells, and bonfires recorded an event so congenial
to the spirit of Popery. At Rome the Pope him-
self went to St. Peter's in state, and offered up a
solemn mass and thanksgiving to God for the ex-
tirpation of so many “heretics, odious to God and
the Church”—of Rome. Not contented with this
blasphemous hypocrisy, he despatched Caxdinal
Ursin upon a special embassy to congratulate the
King of France; and thn:kyed % the eldest son
of the Church” for his zealous exertions in the
extirpation of heresy. That this deed of infamy
might not be forgotten, the Pope directed large
paintings to be made of the horrid scene, and also
caused medals to be struck in commemoration of
the bloody deed !

The Jesuits were the soul which animated the
league in France against Henry IIIL.  They
headed the rebels, and disgraced religion under
the pretence of destroying the heretics, alleging
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that there was no sin since it was to accomplish
a good purpose. The Jesuit's College in Paris
was the centre of the league; and the Jesuits
themselves were everywhere engaged in foment-
ing the rebellion. It was in their college that
assassins were trained for the murder of the French
Kings. Jacques Clement, a priest, was there pre-
pared by an impious consecration (so called) for
the assassination of Henry IIL; the cause of
which was, because from the necessities of his af-
fairs, he was obliged to tolerate the Protestantsin
his dominions! For the same reason Pope Sixtus
V. excommunicated him, which exposed him to
the constant danger of assassination. Henry IV,
was young, and a Protestant, at his accession; as
such the Jesuits promoted numerous intrigues
against him, and were guilty of all the excesses
of the long civil war which desolated his kingdom
during the greater part of his reign. The rebels
were duly supported by Pope Sixtus, and the
Jesuits served with the rebels, and mounted guard
in their turn. They preached treason and rebel-
lion loudly in their sermons, propagated it in their
- writings, and inspired it in their assemblies.
They prepared darkened chambers, in which they
exhi{ited frightful spectacles, in order to influence
their profligate victims to the commission of
crimes ; and their pestilential school nourished the
assassing of Henry IV,

On the 23d July, 1593, Henry made a solemn
apostacy from the Protestant Church into the Ro-
mish ; but with which the Jesuits were not satis-
fied and affected not to believe his sincerity. In
the following August, Barriere was arrested,
charged with the design of assassinating the Kinyg,
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He confessed and declared that he had consulted
Aubery, a priest, who greatly commended his de-
sign, and sent him to Varade, chief of the Jesuits,
for instructions, who confirmed what he called his
holy resolution, exhorted him to be firm and of
good courage, and to receive the sacrament for
his consolation; and Commolet, another Jesuit,
assured him that his intention was koly and mers-
torious. He was executed at Melun, and made
the above confession on the scaffold.

Jean Chatel, another disciple of the Jesuits,
made an attempt to assassinate the French King,
who fortunately received the blow on his lip. The
assassin confessed that “he had studies in the
Jesuits College, and had often been in their
chamber of meditation, into which the appearance
of devils and other frightful figures were intro-
duced, under colour of bringing abandoned charac-
ters to penitence, but really to impress their minds,
and to excite them to undertake some great ex-
ploit; that he heard the Jesuits say it was lawful
to kill the King, who was out of the Church; and
that he ought not to be obeyed nor regarded as a
king, “wuntil the Pope should approve of him.”
Such conduct determined the Parliament of Paris
to pass an Act in 1594, banishing the Jesuits “ as
corruptors of youth, disturbers of the public repose,
and enemies of the Kingandthe State,” An abom-
inable work was discovered during these proceed-
ings, in the hand-writing of the Jesuit Guignard,
in which he applauded the Bartholomew massa-
cre, and eulogized the assassin of He IIL
He maintained the necessity of deposing Henry
IV., which, if it could not be done without war,
he said, that war must be levied, and failing suc-
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cess that then he should be assassinated. A column
was raised to perpetuate the memory of their
crimes; the inscription on which designated their
attempt to murder the King as “a detestable par-
ricide, springing from the pestilent heresy of that
pernicious sect the JEsurrs, who, concealing the
most abominable crimes under the guise of piety,
have publicly tanght the assassination of kings,
and attempted the life of Henry IV.” This
monarch was at last murdered by Ravaillac, on
the 14th May, 1610, after he had been repeated-
ly warned that the Jesuits thirsted for his blood,
and he himself lived in continual terror under
this apprehension. As he was about to step out
of his carriage Ravaillac stabbed him, when he
died almost immediately. ‘To sanctify this hor-
rid deed before its commission, the assassin went
to mass, reconciled himself to God! and confessed
to a priest, to whom he disclosed his intention of
committing the murder!! In justification of his
barbarous intention, he alleged the King's here
and his making war on the Pope, which, he said,
was to make war against God—seeing that the
Pope s Gop, and Gob is the PopE.

This deification of the Pope is not an obsolete
doctrine. Sir Richard Musgrave mentions, that
in a confession of faith found in a box belonging to
a priest at Gorey, during the Irish rebellion, the
Pope is so designated. In it he is twice blasphe-
mously called « Chris's Vicar, the Lorp Gobp the
Pore,” and once he is called ¢ the Holy Father,
the Lorp Gop the Pore” In that confession, it
is expressly stated that “ the Pope, together with
the primates, bishops, monks, friars, priests, can
make vice viriwe, and virtue vice, according to
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their pleasure ”’” Which blasphemous opinion
was strenuously maintained by Cardinal Bellar-
mine. Our wonder at the satanic villanies of that
éorrupt Church must therefore cease, seeing the
Pope can instantly change what, according to
our weak Protestant ideas, appears to be sinful,
into an act of virtue worthy of a crown of glory.

For thirty years of Elizabeth’s reign the Jesuits
excited civil wars and plots in England, without
intermission. Pope Pius IV. gave dispensations
to a great many Franciscans, Dominicans, an
Jesuits, to preach wild doctrines among the Eng-
lish Protestants, who were to give monthly intel-
ligence of their progress in the promotion of heresy
and schism. Others again were sent secretly to
watch these, lest they should become in reality.
Protestants. Parsons and Campion were the first
Jesuits who invaded England, and under pretence
of visiting and consoling the Romanists, inspired
them with sedition and revolt. These two were
discovered and hung in Deeember, 1581.

It was considered necessary to prohibit every
one from harbouring or lodging Jesuits. Parlia-
ment enacted, that whoever knew of and did not
discover a Popish priest or Jesuit within four days,
should be imprisoned. In 1563, Strype informs
us that the Queen sent E. Dennum to recon-
noitre the enemy. He was well supplied with
money, and through that means—a never-failing
one at Rome—made some important discoveriex,
He discovered that Pius resolved to bestow the
kingdom of England on any prince who should con-
guer 6. The following plan was adopted chiefly
at the instigation of the Jesuits.

Ist, “To offer the Queen to confirm the Eng
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lish Liturgy, some things being altered, provided
she acknowledged the same to be from Rome;
but if denied, then to asperse the English Liturgy
by all ways and conspiracies imaginable. 2d, A
license or dispensation to be granted to any of the
Romish orders to preach, speak, or write against
the Church of England, to make it odious; and
that they may pretend to be members thereof]
without being checked or censured for so doing.
That they should keep a quarterly correspondence
with some of the cardinals, archbishops, bishops,
abbots, and friars. They were also to change
their names, lest they should be discovered. 3d,
For preventing any of these licensed persons from
finching off, or being seduced by rewards, persons
should be appointed to watch over them, and give
intelligence to Rome of their conduct. 4th, In
case any of the hypocritical ministry of England
should assimilate to those who had licences, it was
deliberated what was tobe done. The Bishop of
Mentz answered, that that was what they aimed
at; and that they desired no more than a separa-
tion among the heretics of England; the more
animosities thero were among them, there would
be fewer to oppose the Mother Church of Rome
whenever an opportunity served. 5th, A pardon
to be granted to any that would assault the Queen,
or to any cook, brewer, baker, vinter, physician,
grocer, surgeon, or of any calling whatsoever, that
would make away with her ; and an absolute remis-
rion of sins to the heirs of that party’s family, and
a perpetual amnesty to them for ever. 6th, Fo
the better assurance of further intelligence to the
See of Rome, licences were given to dispense with

baptisms, marriages, and several other ceremonies
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of the Church of England, to possess and enjoy
offices, either ecclesiastical, military or civil, .to
take such oaths as shall be imposed upon them,
provided that the same oaths be {aken with a re-
serve to serve the Mother Church of Rome when-
ever an opportunity served. In which case the
Act of Council passed, that it was not sin, but
meritorious; and that when it so served for Rome's
advantage, the party was absolved from his oath.
7th, That the Romish orders cherish all adherents
to the Mother Church, and whenever occasion
served, to be in readiness at the time appwinted,
and to contribute, according to their capacities, for
promoting the Romish cause. 8th, That the Ro-
mish party shall propose a match for the Queen
with some of the Catholic (Romish) princes. 9th,
Excommunication, and a perp#tual curse, to light
on the families and posterity of all those of the Mo- .
ther Church that will not promote or assist, by
means of money, or otherwise, Mary, Queen of Scot-
land’s pretence to the crown of England. 10th,
Every Roman Catholic within England and Ire-
land to contribute to those Romish bishops and pa.
rish priests that were privately, or should be sen
over to them, and to pay all the Church duties as i
they were in possession ; and this upon pain of e:
communication to them and their posterity.. 11t
The See of Rome to dispense with all parts of t
Roman faith, to swear to all heresies in England a
elsewhere ; and that not to be a crime against
soul of the party, the accused taking the oath 1

n intention to promote or advance the Ror
aith.”

Many of the Romish clergy, who were ir
possession of benefices at the accession of ]
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beth, conformed to the Reformed Church of Eng-
land only in Aypocrisy. They pretended to be
holier than other men, and to have an extraordi.
nary care for the souls of men. They scrupled
first at wearing the surplice, and in a few years
their scruples increased in proportion as they saw
the success of their artifices. They pretended to
immense zeal for the pxrification of the Church,
and their avowed design, they said, was to make
it purer ; from which circumstance they got the
name of Puritans. They were, however, Jesuits
in disguise, who seeing there was no prospect of
seducing the Church back again into Popery, un-
dertook to create schisms and heresies in it. In-
stead of drawing their deluded followers off to Po-
pery, they pretended the most unbounded zeal
against it, inveighing most bitterly against the
Pope and the Latin mass, to which they compared
the English liturgy. They made their followers
believe that the Prayer-book was the mass in
English ; andin order to disgust their hearers with
the liturgy, they began to pray eztempore, calling
their hypocritical addresses heari-prayers,.a de-
vice which took amazingly with the ignorant.
They invented the phrase tender consciences,
which has since been’ such a convenient excuse
for neglect of duty and all uncharitableness. The
first Papist with a fender conscience who began
extempore prayers was Faithful Commine, a
Dominican friar, who pretended to be a most
zealous Protestant ; and he was a most popular
eacher. No Dissenter ever railed more furious-
y against the Pope than this hypocritical Puritan;
no Dissenter ever more clamorously asserted the
tenderness of his conscience ; none ever extew-.



porised with greater fluency. His purity, how
ever, was suspected, and eventually discovered.
John Clarkson, Nicholas Draper, and Mary Dean.
made oath before the Queen and Privy Council.
and deposed, “that the said Commine was ne
true Protestant, but a false imposter, and sowe)
of sedition among Her Majesty's loyal subjects.”
He was in consequence arrested, and examined
by Archbishop Parker, in presence of the Queen
and Privy Council In his replies he alleged that
he was “a preacher of the Gospel,” that, “hke
prayed by the Spirit"—that he endeavoured to
make the Church purer—and that “ he had both
given and taken the body of Christ to those of
tender consciences.” _

He gave bail for his re-appearance, but found
it convenient to leave the kingdom, and went to
Rome, where he was imprisoned as an impostor ;
but, intimating that he had something of impor-
tance to communicate, the Pope sent for hi
who charged him with having reviled him, an
railed at the Church of Rome among the English
heretics. Commine admitted the truth of the ac-
cusation; he certainly had done so, but from a
different motive than what was ascribed to him.
“I confess,” said he, “my lips have uttered that
which my heart never thought, but your Holiness
littlo thinks that I have done you a most consider-
able service, notwithstanding I have spoken so
much against you” ‘To whom the Pope retum-
ed, “ How, in the name of Jesus, Mary, and all
the saints, hast thou done s0 %’ “ 8ir,” said Com-
mine, I preached against set forms of prayer,
and I called the English prayers English mass,

“ and have persuaded several to pray spiritually and
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extempore, and this has so much taken with the
people, that the Church of England is become as
odious to that sort of people whom I instructed as
mass is to the Church of England, and this will
be a stumbling-block to that Church, while it is a
Church ;” upon which the Pope commended him,
and gave him a reward of two thousand ducats
for his good service. . '
In 1585 Garnet came to England with the au-
thority of Provincial of the Jesuits, and lived in
disguise under several feigned names. His object
was to prepare the Papists and Puritans for the
Invincible Armada, an invasion planned by the
Jesuits and approved by the Pope. The whole
reign of Elizabeth, but particularly from the arri-
val of Garnet, was a constant succession of con-
spiracies. Parry confessed on the scaffold that
he had been employed by the Jesuits to assassi-
nate the Queen. They had confessed him—absol-
ved him from the intended crime—consecrated
him—and administered the sacrament to him, to
comfort him in the commission of her murder. In
consequence of so many attempts on her life,
Elizabeth issued a proclamation in 1591, in which
after showing the attempts of the Pope and the
King of Spain, she added that, “ She had most
certain information that the Jesuit's colleges were
the nurseries and the hiding-places of the rebels;
that those fathers were the instigators, and, as it
were, the soul of those armies which the Pope
and the King of Spain had raised against Eng-
land ; and she asserts that she had obtained proofs
" on these heads from the Jesuits themselves, whom
she had arrested” The Queen’s vigilance only
made the Jesuits more desperate and more rezolved
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on her murder. Vanous attempts were made
on her life, either by Jesuits, or others instigated
by them. The Papistsin England, in a memorial
to the Pope, complained that the Jesuits ¢ were
the sole authors of all the troubles which agitated
the English Church; that before their arrival, no
(Roman) Catholic had been accused of high
treason ; but that as soon as they appeared, every-
thing was changed; that since their political am-
bition had burst forth, they had set a price upon
kingdoms, and put up crowns to sale.” ‘

Although in concealment, yet before James had
reigned a year, the Jesuits had formed no less
than five distinct plots for his destruction; but
their grand attempt on his life was that known by
the name of the Gunpowder Plot. It was con-
trived with such satanic ingenuity as to have en
sured success, had not the providence of God pre-
vented it, as if by a miracﬁa.’

Alarmed by this and other plots of the Jesnits,
James drew up and ordaimadP the oath of alle.
Eiance, in which no doctrinal points are touched,

ut the conscience is left entirely free. It requires
a solemn protestation of fidelity to the State, and
a renunciation of every foreign power, spiritual,
or temporal, fo dispense with oaths or to dethrono
sovereign princes. This became a stumbling:
block to the Jesuits; they accordingly denounced
it, while the peaceably disposed Papists took it
Paul V. forbade this oath to be taken by any Pa-
pist under pain of damnation. Innocent X. also
condemned it. In 1626 Urban VIIIL ¢ exhorted

* Por a fdll history of this atrocious plot, see Tract under the head
o!l “The Fifth of N ber ; or, Gunpowder Treason,” in this little
volume. .
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the English (Roman) Catholics to lose their lives,
rather than take that nozious and unlawful oath
of allegiance, by which the sceptre of the (Roman)
Catholic Church would be wrested from the Vicar
of God Almighty.” No Papist can safely take
the oath of allegiance, because he is under a pre-
vious oath to the Pope to do exactly what it for-
bids. Accordingly, to accommodate the tender con-
sciences of the Papists a new oath has been framed
to be taken and subscribed by them instead of the
oath of allegiance, supremacy and abjuration, and
which is daily broken with the most unblushing ef-
frontery. That clause of it with which we are
more immediately concerned, is drawn up suffi-
ciently stringent to bind the conscience of any
one but a Papist. “1Ido hereby disclaim, disavow,
and solemnly abjure any intention to subvert the
present Church Establishment as settled by law
within this realm ; and I do solemnly swear that I
will never exercise any privilege to which I am,
or may become entitled, to disturb or weaken the
Protestant religion, or Protestant Government in
the United Kingdom ; and I do solemnly in the
presence of Gob, profess, testify, and declare that
I do make this &clmtiou and every part there-
of in the plain or ordinary sense of the words
of this oath, without any evasion, equivocation,
or mental reservation whatsoever.”

Portugal was the first to suffer by the hypoc-
risy and ambition of the Jesuits; but she was
among the first also to discover it, and the mani-:
festo of King Joseph was the first blow levelled
at them, and under which they eventually fell
They were expelled from England by James L,
in 1604, from Venice in 1606, from Portoglim
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1759, from France in 1764, from Spain and 8
in 1767, and they were totally suppressec
Pope Clement XIV. in 1773. Clement

four years to deliberate ; in which time he refe
the consideration to a commission, consistin
five cardinals, and several prelates and advec:
He himself searched the archives of the pi
ganda for documents relative to the missio
the Jesuits, and considered both the accusai
brought against them, and the apologies in !
favour. He communicated his brief private.
several cardinals and theologians, as well
some of the sovereigns interested in their
pression, before he issued it. At length he
mulgated the important document, which se
the fate of the most wicked and the most trec
rous body of men that ever disgraced the e
Clement never doubted that his death woulc
the penalty of his magnanimity. After sig
the mstrument, he remarked :—* The sup
sion is accomplished. I do net repent of it, ba
only resoltv,::ipon it after examining and weig
everything, and because I thought it nece:
for the Church : and if it were not done, I w
do it now ; but this suppression will be my de.
His propixesy was soon verified. Severa
tempts were made to destroy him by poison
without effect; but in June, 1774, he died,
every appearance of having been poisened.

throat, stomach, and intestines, were in a sta
the highest inflammation. Immediately

death his whole body turned blaek, his flest
off, and he beeame so offensive, altheugl
markably thin, that it was impossible to appr
him.  There can be-no doubt but that Cle:
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died by poison; and there can be as Iittle doubt
that Jesuits were the administrators, and thus did
they close their first career with & erowning deed
worthy of their iniquitous principles, and their
former execrable conduct.

We say their first career, for & second has
commenced. The late Pope Pius VII., finding
the spirit of Popery likely to revive, and that the
jealous suspicion of Prolestants had abated, re-
called them into existence, and once more let them
loose on European society. Once re-started, they
sprung rapidly forward and soon regained their
old position of influence and importance. In
Austria, avowed Jesuits are now the chief minis-
ters of the country. In Silesia, a Jesuit's Mission-
ary Association has been formed for the purpose
of perverting America; in Prussia, under the
Archbishop of Cologne, they are shaking to its
centre that ancient Protestant nation ; in Hanover,
they ave intriguing to disturb the reigning dynasty;
in Belgium, they have suceeeded in throwing
the government of Protestant Holland; in China,
they are pursning a course of triumphant mission-
ary exertion ; in the South Seas, they are swarm~
ing and forming settlements in every eligible
island ; and in Endia, they are craftily forcing their
way into the confidence of the Government, and
inte the ssion of an unlimited sway over a

ion of the people. And, who can say, that

, s Great gx?tam, we are free from Popery's
Jesutical incursions. By law it is necessary that
all Jesuits should be registered in England, and
they are absolutely forbidden to settle in Ireland,
but the English registration is a farce, and in the
sister country they parade through the lengh s
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breadth of the land without one whisper of sus-
icion, or one attempt to restrain them from the
Executive Government. At Maynooth in Kil-
dare, their doctrines are taught to the instructors
of the whole population; and at Stoneyhurst in
Lancashire, and Blairs at Aberdeen, they super-
intend the education of the Popish laity and
clergy. But these are only their acknowledged,
recognised, and public movements. In private,
they insinuate themselves into every circle, and as-
sume successively each form that is likely to en-
trap the weak ang unwary. They stop at no scru-
ples, they hesitate at no difficulties, they lose no
time in considerations of convenience and in fears
of personal perils, but they go on fearless, reck-
less, and shameless, spurning all obstacles, reject-
ing the control of conscience, warring against
the happiness of man, and derogating from the
honour of God. In political affairs they are al-
ways ready for mischief, they are the general dis-
turbers of the State, and the constant advocates
for Chartism and revolution. They are now en-
deavouring to sap the morals of the population by
introduring Socialism and an atheistical system of
education, to destroy the Established Church, to
disturb the security of property, and to taint the
character of the Court. Continually fresh mines
are sprung, and fresh conspiracies are arranged.
They sow disunion among Protestants by artful
misrepresentations of genuine Protestant doc-
trines, while the follies, the vices, the idolatry,
and the persecuting dogmas of Popery are as
cunningly palliated or concealed.
The Jesuits are destitute of all principle; their
aims and designs are all worldly, their means cor-
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and their ends dishonourable both to God
man. They compass heaven and. earth to
3 proselytes; and, therefore, should not be
itted to establish themselves in this free and
sstant country. Their impious doctrine of
wility virtually overturns the two great rules
orality, our duty to God and our neighbour.
r have besides, a convenient doctrine which
ocall philosophical sin, which consists in teach-
hat the divine law obliges the sinner no far-
than it is actually intimated to him, and
with his mind at the time of sinning. They
»usly teach that if a man does not reflect on
vil of the crime at the moment of the com-
on, he does not sin, even although he does
te the law of God. If, however, he should
st on its evil, but only regard it as contrary
ason and propriety, without thinking of God
sternal punishment, then they teach that he
only against reason but not against God.
is what they call philosophical sin, and which
say merits only temporal punishment ; but is
sin against God and deserving eternal con-
wation. At this rate an ingenious sinner may
sly escape the comimission of sin; for their
ines of probability and philosophical sin cover
firmities, remove original sin, suit every man,
forms the excuse for the most atrocious
8. Nevertheless, “they are to be held ac-
d)” (Gal i 8, 9,) even though they were
ls who preach doctrines so diametrically op-
I to the letter and spirit of the Gospel.
ch is the real and most appalling position of
8 in this country at the present moment.
t then is the duty of all honest and smeete
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Protestants at such a peculiar and alarming
crisis? Is not apathy under existing circum
stances acrime ? These are questions well worth
considering, and absolutely necessary to be deter-
mined. The signs of the time are fearful and
ominous, the enemy is awake, united, and active,
the most valuable institutions of the nation are in _
danger; treason within, and violent hostility
abroad, are rife. Jesuits, the subtle and malig-
nant foes of mankind, and the experienced deter-
mined advocates of persecution, are the leaders
of the opposite ‘party; they are daily increasing
and growing bolder, and therefore no farther ex-
cuses or delays can be justified on the part of any
conscientious man who values the national inter-
ests, at stake in the present arduous struggle.
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1e reign of Queen Elizabeth was a period of
1 and manifold manifestations of God's power
nercy in dealing with nations faithful to His
The mightiest armament ever fitted out
sent to subdue this island ; its enterprise was
ed by the Pope, and the prayers of all Ro-
sts ascended to heaven for its success; but
sord arose, and his enemies were scattered ;
v straggling vessels arrived back in Spain,
antled and defeated, to tell of the fate of all
est which had perished in the waves, or lay
n on the shore. Conspiracy after conspiracy
formed against the life of the Sovereign, Po-
proclaimed in plain accents, that in her case
g would be no murder, her subjects were ab-
d from their allegiance, some of her princi-
obles rose in rebellion, treason was fostered
ighout the kingdom, and Ireland, time after
was rent by commotion and plunged in civil
But over all these machinations and dis-

8 there was an ornnipotent and eternal Prov-
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dence which stilled the tumult of the people, and
saved the Monarch from the poison or the dagger,
and the country from the triumph of the traitor.
And thus at length the subjects of Elizabeth re-
gérded hers almost as a charmed life, and sat each
man under his own vine and his own fig-tree, none
daring to make him afraid. All who were loyal,
however, looked forward to the period of her death
with deep anxiety, not knowing what new jea-
lousies might be fomented, or what new perils
braved. It was indeed a time of great solicitude,
for Elizabeth had governed with so firm and steady
a hand, had chosen for her counsellors such wise
and honest ministers, and had been blessed with
such remarkable prosperity, that her people having
experienced the blessings of this kind of sway,
might well dread the rule of a stranger. "This
feeling, in the quaint and homely, but forcible
language of the time, is expressed in the Preface
of the translation of the English Bible, wherein
it is presented and dedicated to Elizabeth's suc-
cessor, King James:

“ Great and manifold were the blessings, most
dread Sovereign, which Almighty God, the Fathcr
of all mercies, bestowed on us the people of Eng-
land, when first he sent your Majesty's Royal per-
son to rule and reign over us. For whereas it was
the expectation of many, who wished not well unto
our Sion, that upon the setting of that bright occi-
dental star, Queen Elizabeth of most happy me-
mory, some thick and palpable clouds of darkness
would so have overshadowed this land, that men
should have been in doubt which way they were to
walk ; and that it should hardly be known who was
%o direct the unsetiled state; the appearance of
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your Majesty, as of the sunin his strength, instant-
{y dispelled those supposed and surmised mists, and
gave unto all that were well affected exceeding
cause of comfort; especially when we beheld the
Government established in your Highness, and
your hopeful seed, by an undoubted title, and this
also accompanied with peace and iranquillily at
home and abroad,

“ But among all our joys, there was no one more
filled our hearts, than the blessed continuance of
the preaching of God's sacred Word among us,
which is that inestimable treasure which excelleth
all the riches of the earth ; because the fruit there-
of extendeth itself, not only to the time spent in this
transitory world, but directeth and disposeth men
unto that eternal happiness which 1is above in
heaven.”

It was indeed a great merey to the nation that
Almighty God had raised up to Queen Elizabeth
such wise counsellors as prepared for King James's
accession to the throne ; who, by the energy of
their movements, established him in its possession
on the Queen's death before the disaffected had
time to concert resistance, or to rally round the
standard of a Pretender. And it was also a
manifestation of great mercy to this nation, that
there was provided as Elizabeth’s successor, one
so well calculated for such troublous times as
King James—a man with a deep-rooted abhor-
rence: of the soul-destroying heresies of Rome,

et of a moderate and tolerant disposition. To
im at once the hearts of the popu{)ation turned
and, as if by magic, was the possessor of the crown
changed, without the unsettlement of one single

163614
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law, or the shedding of one drop of blood, or the
oppression of one single subject.
And here fell the hopes of the Church of Rome.
(Elizabeth was dead ; that event had happened
which they had striven to hasten, and for which
they had so earnestly longed, and yet they were
no nearer to their loved supremacy. At once,
therefore, all among them who had both stake in
the country and a degree of independence of
Jesuit influence, resolved to pursue the system of
conciliating the new Government, and, as if wil-
lingly and cheerfully, disclaimed hostility to the
King or the national instutions. Not so the many
Romanists and the Jesuits in whom the principles
of their Church were more deeply seates. They
had thus lost their leaders, but they were resolved
not to lose their end; they could no longer engage
in powerful conspiracies, but were driven to secret
cabals, and from open rebellion to private murder.
Of one plot, by some of those men concerted, we
have now to give a description, and truly it may
be called in the Act of Parliament commemorat-
ing the event, and ordered to be read in churches,
“ An Invention So Inhuman, Barbarous, and
Cruel, As The Like Was Never Before Heard
Of” We mean the famous (or infamous) Gua-
vowder Treason.
The- conspirators were thirteen in number:—

Robert Catesby, Sir Everard Digby,
Robert Winter, Ambrose Rookwood,
Thomas Percy, Francis Tresham,
Thomas Winter, John Grant,

John Wright, Robert Keys,

Christopher Wright, Guy Faukes,
And Bates, the sexvant of Catesby.
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Three Jesuits also, Garnet, Gerrard, and Tes-
mond, who was also called Greenway, were aware
of the design, if they did not counsel and arrange
it; never, indeed, as has been well remarked, was

. there a treason in those days without a Jesuit at
the bottom of it; and such probably is the caso
now.

Of these conspirators, Catesby, Rookwood,
Tresham, Percy, and Sir Everard Digby, were
men of wealth and ancient family. Guy Faukes
was an adventurer who had served under the
Spanish King as a soldier, and who appears to
have been bigoted in his religion, and ready for
every desperate enterprise to maintain it. Bates
was Catesby’s servant, taken into the conspiracy
and sworn to secrecy, when it was feared that he
knew or suspected it, and the rest all appear to
have been men of education and roper:i.

King James the First ascended the throne in
the early part of 1603. At that time the plan
had been conceived by Catesby. For nearly three
years therefore was secrecy kept of one of the
most horrible massacres ever contemplated by the
unregenerate heart of man. So tight is the seal
of the confessional! so benumbing to the con-
science is Popery!

Catesby first communicated his design to Tho-
mas Winter and John Wright, the former of

~whom engaged Guy Faukes to join it. Subse-
quently Percy joined them, and they met ina
room near St. Clement's Church, Catesby and
Winter alone knowing the whole plan, and keep-
ing it partially and for a time secret from the rest.
It was there determined that an oath of secre
should be imposed ; and accordingly, having ews
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taken it on a Primer, they heard mass from the
Jesuit Gerard, and at his hands received the sa-
crament. The whole scheme was then revealed
to Percy, Faukes, and Wright, and all readily
agreed to engage in it. The plan was that they
should undermine the House of Lords, place a
quantity of gunpowder underneath it, and by this,
when the King should open Parliament, blow it
up, with the Prince of Wales, the nobles, and the
Commons ; that Percy, in the panic, having an
office at Court, and access to the palace, should
seize the Duke of York, and that a body of Pa-
pists should assemble on Dunsmore Heath, under
retence of a hunting-match, to seize also the
rincess Elizabeth, who was then on a visit to
Lord Harrington, in Warwickshire. .
A house adjoining the House of Lords was
then hired by Percy, who employed Faukes as
his keeper, under the name of Johnson. Gun-
powder was procured from Flanders, and placed
in a house at Lambeth, where Catesby frequently
lodged; and this house was then entrusted to
Keys, who at this period (the summer of 1604,)
was admitted into the.conspiracy. Thus far their
proceedings had gone, when Parliament was ad-
Jjourned till the ensning February, 1605. The
conspirators consequently left town, and travelled
in various directions to avoid: suspicion. The
assembled again, however, very shortly, and af-
ter some unexpected delays in getting possession
of Percy’s house, which sometimes was used for
Parliamentary business, they commenced opera-
tions by beginning, on the 11th December, 1604,
to dig through the wall which separated his house
from the cellar of the House of Lords. Here
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they worked till Christmas-eve ; ‘but then finding
that Parliament was again adjourned to the fol-
lowing October, they ceased for a time their la
bours. In spring they added Christopher Wright
-and Robert Winter to their party, recommenced
operations, and went on with them until Easter.
The wall through which they had to penetrate
was nine feet thick, and of a very hard substance
and none of them being at all accustomed to
manual labour, they made slow progress. It was
therefore with great delight that they seized an
opportunity of hiring the cellar of the House of
Lords itself, which happened to be let about this
time, an opportunity which they regarded as a re-
markable omen of success. The plan then hav-
ing been communicated to Bates (the servant of
Catesby), who with Catesby dnd Wiater received
absolution from Tesmond the Jesuit on confessing
it, and to Sir Everard Digby, Tresham (who sup-
plied money towards its expense), and subse-
quently to Rookwood and Grant, it only remained
to convey their materials privately into the cel-
lar, and to make arrangements at home and
abroad to follow up with success their scheme,
when the first fearful blow should be struck. And
now Parliament having been again prorogued, a
definite day (the ever memorable 5th of Novem-
ber, 1605), was fixed for its opening. The pow-
der was placed in readiness, arrangements were
made for its ignition, and on the discovery that the
Prince of Wales would not be present with his
father, a plan was settled for his capture. And
thus was this deed of darkness carried to the
K&nt of execution. Ten days only had to elapse
fore the fatal moment ; all things were pre-
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pared, and the whole Romanist body, though not
acquainted with the particulars, looked anxiously
forward to some great catastrophe, by which, they
were told, their- despotism was once more to be
established. The Government had information
from abroad that something treasonable was go
ing on; but so carefully and successfully was it
veiled, that they eould gain no clue to the conspi-
racy, of which in silent apprehension they waited
the issue. But man’s extremity is God’s oppor-
tunity. The time-had come for the baffling of
the traitors’ impious design. By a process the
most remarkable, this foul secret was to be
dragged to light, and the monarchy, freedom, and
religion of the nation saved from annihilation.

On the evening of the 26th October, by an un-
known hand, the following letter was left at the
house of Lord Monteagle, a Roman Catholic :—

« My lord,

“Qut of the love I bear to some of your
friends, I have a care of your preservation ; there-
Jore I would advise you, as you tender your life, to
devise some ezcuse lo shift off your attendance at
this parliament ; for God and man have concurred
to punish the wickedness of this time. And think
not slightly of this advertisement, but retire your-
self into your country, where you may expect the
event in safety. For though there be no appear-
ance of any stir, yet I say they shall receive a
terrible blow at this Parliament, and yet they shall
not see who hurts them. This counsel is not to be
contemned, because it may do you good, and can
do you no harm ; for the danger is past as soon as
you have burnt the letter: and I hope God will
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&give you the grace to make a good wse of it to
whose holy protection I commend you.”

Thus personally’ and publicly threatened, and
evidently as one of the parliament, Lord Montea-
gle at once conveyed the letter to King James's
celebrated Minister, Cecil, Earl of Salisbury.
Whence the letter came, however, it was impos-
sible for him to tell, nor indeed to this day has it
been ascertained, though it is probable that it was
written by Tresham, who was related to Lord
Monteagle, and might naturally be anxious to
save hislife. Nor could ke assist in discovering
its meaning. Cecil, also, and the rest of the Coun-
cil whom he consulted were baflied; but deeming
it of importance they resolved to lay it before the
King; which was accordingly done on the 31st of
October. James was a man of little courage, and
therefore was much disposed to view it seriously.
His father too had perished by an explosion of
gunpowder, and this might, under the circumstan-
ces, naturally occur to him. He therefore at once
suggested that the sentence, ¢ They shall receive
a terrible blow at this Parliament, and yet shall
not see who huris them,” meant an attempt by
gunpowder on the assembled Parliament ; and he
thought the sentence, “ for the danger is over as
.s00n as yow have burnt this letler,” meant as
quickly as you have burnt this letter, which seemed
to confirm his opinion. Subsequently this impres-
sion appears also to have been made on the Coun-
cil and the Lord Chancellor, by whom on the fol-
lowing day (Saturday, the 2d inst.) it was deter-
mined that a search of the vaults of the House of
Lords, should be made. This delay deceived the
conspirators. Through Lord Monteagle' s setvant
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they had heard of the letter, and that it had been
carried to the Council; but finding that no search
was made, their hopes revived, and trusting that
the letter had been disregarded, .they stationed
Faukes on Monday, the 4th inst.,, in charge of the
train, with a watch in his pocket (in those days an
unusual ornament), by which he might know the
exact hour to fireit. On that day the search
was made as had been determined, but it extended
no further than to the cellar of Percy’s house, in
which the Lord Chamberlain saw Guy Faukes,
and a large quantity of fuel, which excited suffi-
cient suspicions to induce him at once to return to
the Council and announce the facts. Lord Mont-
eagle also then stated his belief that Percy was
the writer of the letter. But this report of the
Lord Chamberlain was only the foundation of an
opinion, that it was intended to consume the House
of Lords by fire, a- plan which did not seem to an-
swer the description in the letter of the intended
blow. King James insisted on the necessity of a
more narrow search, being still convinceg that
the fuel was placed there to conceal the gunpow-
der. At midnight, therefore, Sir Thomas Knivet,
a magistrate of Westminister, with a small band,
suddenly proceeded to the search, and there in the
cellar was Faukes, who had just completed all his
arrangements, and was about, for a time, to leave
his post of iniquity and peril. ~ Going further they
found, on removing the coals and wood, first, one
barrel of gunpowder, and then more, till at length
the number of thirty-six was discovered. Guy
Faukes was then searched, and on him they found
matches, the watch, and arms. At four o'clock
in the morning, Sir Thomas Knuivet returned to
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Whitehall, the whole Council was at once assem-
bled, and there a few hours before the time con-
certed for launching them all into eternity, stood
before them the detected conspirator ;—a memor-
able and marvellous proof of God's never-failing
providence, and of his faithfulness and power. To
Him, to Him alone, be praise ascribed for the dis-
covery. He in whose hands are the hearts of
men, who turneth them whithersoever he will,
had caused a conspirator, whose conscience al-
lowed him to sacrifice hundreds, to interpose to
save one. He had by that interposition thrown
light on this dark and awful treason, just at the
moment when the train was ready for its explo-
sion. :
The other conspirators fled. Within one hour
after Sir Thomas Knivet's return they heard of
the discovery through a message left at Lord
Monteagle’s, sutnmoning him to assist in the search
for Percy; andgat once most of them started for
Warwickshire, where they assembled to concert
future measures as they had before arranged.
Meanwhile J.ondon was in the height of excite-
ment; the intelligence, probably with many ex-
aggerations, was conveyed from man to man, and
thenceé: into the country, where at once revived
that determined spirit of abhorrence of Popery, the
foul aunthor of so many crimes, the parent of so
many perils to this nation, which afterwards so
long and so usefully reigned.in the hearts of Eng-
lishmen.

The hour for retributive justice was now at
hand. The conspirators, forsaken on all sides,
were hunted through the country, till wearied and
despairing, they took refuge in the house of Steghen
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Littleton, at Holbeach, in Staffordshire. Here
they were speedily surrounded and assailed by the
Sherifft. A contest ensued in which some gun-
powder exploded, whereby the house was set in
flames, and Catesby, Rookwood, and Grant were
seriously injured ; even by the very instrument of
destruction they had prepared for others! The
Sheriff’s men now gained entrance, and a furious
struggle ensued; Catesby and Percy fought back
to back with desperate courage, and at length fell,
slain it is said by the same shot. The two Wrights
were also killed, Rookwood and one of the Win-
ters were wounded, and the rest were captured.
Tresham was captured in London, and Robert
Winter, Garnet, and Sir Everard Digby, were ar-
rested soon after. Of these, Tresham died in
prison, and the rest were brought to trial, and paia
the penalty of their crimes.

Tresham and Sir Everard Digby confessed their
guilt, Faukes, Thomas Winter, andeBates, Robert
Winter, Grant, and Rookwood, did likewise after-
wards. From their confessions and examinations,
and the speech of Sir Edward Coke gn the trial,
much useful information may be colﬂected; and
in the latter, especially, the important facts are
insisted on, that even prior to the Reformation,
this country, by several Acts of Parliament, had
renounced subjection to the See of Rome ; that
the proceedings of the Jesuits in England were not
of a treasonable character till after the Bull of
Pope Pius the Fifth had been published to autho-
rize such conduct; and that during the reign of
Elizabeth the executions of Romanists ia all cases
were not for their religion but for gross acts of
treason.
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It was discovered that the influence of Garnet
the Jesuit had been exerted to stimulate the con-
spirators, when even Catesby shrunk from sacri-
ficing so many Roman Catholic Peers with the
other victims. And though in this manner he
was a party to one of the foulest tragedies ever
designed, though on his trial he not only equivo
cated but justified equivocation, he was held as a
martyr after his execution, a straw was exhibited
on which his blood had dropped, and on which there
was said to be a miraculous picture of his face. At
Rome a print of this straw was published and sold,
and he was declared a martyr by ¢he Pope, who
also beatified him in due form. Whether Ro-
manists now pray ¢0 him or for him, we are not
concerned to inquire, and can merely lament the
¢ strong delusion” of men, some of them of the
highest degree of intellect, who can revere this
wicked plotter in a treason, which for iniquity and
cold blooded cruelty has and can have few parallels.

Had the King been a Papist, and the conspira-
tors Protestants, the discovery of so fearful a de-
sign would have been the signal for a general per-
secution. Less than thirty years before, Paris and
all the chief towns of France, on the mere imagi-
nation of a conspiracy, were (on St. Bartholomew’s
day) drenched with blood; in Spain and Italy the
most dreadful persecutions were going on ; in Ire-
land, soon after, there was a fearful massacre of
Protestants, and fifty years afterwards in Tyrol
there were inflicted on the Protestant population,
cruelties which beggar description. Such was
then the spirit of Popery. But it was different
with Protestant England.  So cautiously did King
James abstain from curbing and discowraging Ra-
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manism {0 the eztent which many deemed necessary
Jor self-defence, that he was himself suspected by no
small portion of his people of a leaning to Popery.
He restored to the children of the traitors their
forfeitdd estates, and seemed, in fact, more anxious
than ever to conciliate all foes.

The Romanists in the present day have endea-
voured to escape from the odium of this transac-
tion ; but their attempts are fruitless. The con-
spirators were (with the exception of Bates and
Faukes) men capable of judging between right
and wrong, who advisedly and deliberately took
up the cause, received the sacrament after swear-
ing secrecy in it, and were not only absolved, but
encouraged by their priests. And the principles
upon which they proceeded are the principles
which, to this day, are inculcated by the Church
of Rome. The third Canon of the Fourth Lateran
Council, expressly anathematizes and excommuni-
cates each prince who does not “cleanse his coun-
try of heretical filth,” and gives power to the Pope
to absolve the vassals of such a prince from their
oaths of allegiance. This Fourth Lateran Coun-
cil is expressly recognized by the last General
Council, the Council of Trent, all of whose de-
crees every Papist undoubtedly admits; and Reif-
fensteul, a class-book of the College of Maynooth,
where, to the shame of British Protestants, Popish
priests are educated at the nation's cost, quotes
that canon no less than eighteen times. Cardinal
Bellarmine, too, and others of the very highest
Popish authorities, have over and over again as-
serted the principles on which the 5th November
conspirators acted,—principles which in the chief
standard books of the unchangeable Church of
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Rome may be found to this day. It is, therefore,
absurd to suppose (nothing can be more so) that
the principles on which these men acted are ob-
solete or extinct. Such a supposition can only
lead to dangerous alliances with an Antichristian
system, or gender a false peace with them, who
even now we believe, though in ways more calcu-
lated in these times to effect purposes, are plotting
the ruin of the British institutions, and destruction
of the independence of the monarchy.
. When Parliament met after the discovery, an
Act was passed at once to record and to com-
memorate the event. In it the three estates of
the realm solemnly acknowledged the great mercy
of God in saving them and the nation from the
fearful catastrophe. Have we not still cause for
thankfulness on the same account? Had success
attended the design, had the King and chief
nobles, and dignitaries, and commoners of the
land perished, had the heir of the throne been
seized, and success been achieved by men who
could so wickedly act on such diabolical principles,
this nation, probably, wold not now be as she is,
the most free, and the most powerful in the world,
but like other Popish lands, like Spain, Portugal,
and Ireland, torn, distracted, and degraded; or
like Austrnia, Bavaria, and Italy, the seat of des-
potism and ignorance, of poverty, and of crime.
The Bible, which so soon after that conspiracy
was by King James's command carefully trans-
lated from the original, and published in the vul-
gar tongue, would be a sealed book, and the free-
dom and happiness, the peace and enlightenment
with which it has pleased God to bless this
favored land, would have been lost, probably for
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ever. Rooted in blood, the offspring of foul and
wholesale murders, the new Government would
have been settled and established by foreign force,
and consequently would be compelled to oppress,
in order to govern a reluctant people. But it was
not the destiny of this country thus to suffer.
The treason was discovered, the blow averted, and
the kingdom saved. Well then may we yearly
commemorate this wonderful deliverance, acknow-
ledging in it the power and mercy of the Lord,
and trusting that if we return to  the old paths,”
and become faithful to His truth, He will continue
to be gracious, saving us as a nation, and our
sovereign and rulers in particular, from all the as-
saults of secret treason .and of open violenee.
Nor, let it be remembered, is the national es-
cape from the Gunpowder conspiracy the only
event which we have to commemorate on the 5th
November. On that day, in the year 1688, there
landed in England William Prince of Orange, by
whom, through the mercy of Almighty God, the
country was delivered from Popery and arbitra
ﬁower. The reigning monarch, James the Seconlz
ad endeavoured to subvert the liberty of the
people, and to abolish their religion; but in due
season, while all his plans were proceeding, the
Lord raised up for our forefathers a zealous and
noble deliverer, by whom the schemes of the Mo-
narch were defeated, and the rights of the people
were recognised and established. At that time
the Constitution was settled by the wisdom of
some of the most eminent statesmen that ever
lived,—happy would it have been for the country
if that settlement had never been disturbed!
~ But for the blessing which, while it lasted entire
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the Constitution produced to us as a nation—for
the privileges which the remainder of it now im-
parts, let us still be humbly grateful to the Giver
of every good and every perfect gift, remembering
. what marvellous mercies we have formerly ex-
perienced ; and on thatrecollection, thanking God
and taking courage in our struggle for the princi-
ples which, in days gone by, were purchased so
dearly, and were cherishcd 80 fondly by the re-
{:}rmad and liberated inhabitants of this favoured
an






MASSACRE

OF

8T. BARTHOLOMEW’S DAY AT PARIS,

A. D, 1572

THE year of our Lord 1572 has been designated
by Lord Clarendon “ that infamous year,” .on ac-
count of the savage and inhuman massacre which
took place in it, which has ever since been called
the Massacre of St. Bartholemew, from the day
(Aug. 24) on which it was begun at Paris; an
event, he adds, ¢ attended and accompanied with
all the foul dissimulation and most horrid pez;j
that ever added to the deformity of any wiek‘t:z
ness” The Duke of Sully writes in his Me-
moirs, ¢ If I was-inclined to increase the general
horror, inspired by an action so barbarous as
that perpetrated on the 24th of August, 1572,
and too well known by the name of the Massacre
of St. Bartholemew, I should enlarge upon the
mumber, the quality, the virtues, eat
talents of those who 'were inh murdered
on this horrible day, as well in Paris as in
every part of the kingdem; I should mention at
least a part of the ignominious treatment, and the
odious cruelties, these unhuppy virtims efsed
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from their enemies, who sought in inflicting death
to add pains more terrible than death -itself
I have writings still in my hands, which would
confirm the report of the court of France having
made the most pressing instances to the neighbour-
ing courts to follow its example with regard to
the Protestants, or at least to refuse an asylum to
those unfortunate people ; but I prefer the honour
of the nation to the satisfying a malignant plea-
sure, which many persons would take in length-
ening out a recital, wherein might be found the
names of those who were so lost to humani
as to dip their hands in the blood of their fellow
citizens, and even their own relations. I would,
were it in my power, for ever obliterate the me-
mory of a day which was followed by the Divine
vengeance upon France, during six-and-twenty
successive years of disasters, carnage, and horror;
for it is not possible to judge otherwise, if we re-
flect on all that passed from that fatal moment to
the peace of 1598. It is with regret that I
cannot omit what happened upon this occasion to
the prince who is the subject of these memoirs,
and to myself” :
Two years before, Aug. 15, 1570, peace had
~ been concluded between the court of France and
the Huguenots or Protestants; amnesty for the
past, and permission for the Huguenots to live in
every part of the kingdom, unmolested on account
of their religion, were two of its provisions.
The policy of the court of France towards that
portion of its subjects was on a sudden altogether
changed ; their chiefs, lately abhorred, were
courted, Lono\u'ed, and advanced ; and the great
.mass of their followers, whose extermination had
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been often not only menaced but attempted,
was protected by authority, and encouraged to re-
sort to the shield of the law. In the following
year, 1571, the Admiral Coligny, who had been
elected chief of the Huguenot Association, was
received at Court with distinguished honours: the
king, Charles IX., restored him to his seat in
Council ; presented him with a largess of 100,000
crowns, as an indemnity for his losses in the past
troubles ; addressed him as cousin—adding, how-
ever, in these ambiguous words, “ Now that we
have once got you by our side, you shall not here-
after quit it hastily, nor at your pleasure.” His
rival the Duke of Guise quitted the court for a
season, in seeming disgust at the honours and
confidence thus bestowed upon him.

On the 18th of August, 1752, the young King
of Navarre, who professed the reformed religion,
was married to Margaret, sister of Charles IX.
It appeared as if the palace had been cleared of
the principal members of the hostile party of the
Duke of Guise, expressly for the reception of the
Huguenots ; and tﬁey, for the most part, surren-
dered themselves to a willing belief in the sin-
cerity of the court. The admiral, in particular,
in spite of many warnings, professed implicit con-
fidence in the promises of his sovereign ; and de-
clared that so many years of his long life had
been harassed by alarms, that now he would ra-
ther be dragged by a hook. through the streets of
Paris than have recourse to civil war for his pro-
tection.

On the 24th, the festival of St. Bartholemew,
necessary measures having been taken, and plans
regularly organized, the ringing of the bells it tne

G
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church of St. Germain I' Auxerrois for matins was

. the signal for commencing the work of blood.
Besides the military, to whom the Duke of Guise
had given orders, the municipal police, who had
received similar instructions from the provost of
the merchants, were assembled at the Hotel de
Ville, or Town-hall ; and, lest in the yet uncer-
tain twilight, any fatal mistake might array the
assassins against each other, every man destined
for the bloody service wrapped a white scarf
round his left arm, and J)laces a cross of the same
colour in his hat; and that there might not be
any want of sufficient instruments, pains were
taken to inflame the fury of the populace, by dark
whispers of a conspiracy among the Reformed ;
by using the king’s name as authority for their ex-
termination ; by offering pillage as a bribe to the
mercenary ; and by exciting a belief among the
timid that a struggle had arisen in which the
safety of every person of the established religion
would be. compromised, if he suffered a single
Huguenot to escape. '

. The Admiral Coligny was first put to death in
the midst of his domestics, by a man named Bes-
mes—a dependent during iis whole life of the
Duke of Guise—the duke and the Chevalier de
Guise remaining below. A sword being driven
through his body, and a deep gash made across
his face, his remains were thrown out of the win-
dow ; and his head being cut off, it was with a
box of papers, containing, as was affirmed, a me-
moir of his own times, conveyed to Catherine,
the queen-mother. After being subjected during
three days to the vilest indignities, the mangled
corpse was hung on the gibbet of Montfaucon,



MAYGAORE OF ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S DAY, 119

whence the Marshal of Montmorency caused it
to be removed in the night and deposited at.
Chantilly. The domestics of Coligny were im--
mediately butchered, and a simultaneous work of
blood commenced. Many of the attendants on
the young King of Navarre, and his cousin the
Prince of Condé, who had been invited on the
preceding eve, with the principal gentlemen of
their suites, to lodge at the palace of the Louvre,
were put to death one by one.

About two thousand are supposed to have been
murdered on the first day of the massacre, and
the king and court, including Catherine, the mo-
ther of Charles, and her ladies of honour, prome-
naded at night to view the mangled and naked
remains. Among the victims were Antony de
Clermont, Marquis de Resnel, murdered by his
own kinsman; and La Rochefoucault, in whose
gay and brilliant society the king professed to
find extraordinary attraction; and had granted
him, although a Huguenot, unreserved access to
his privacy.

On the following morning, the enormities of
the preceding day were renewed; and although
the harvest of slaughter had been plentifully ga-
thered already, care was taken to glean whatever
few scattered ears might remain behind : and the
priests heightened the popular frenzy by the an-
nouncement of a pretended miracle. In the Ce-

! metry of the Holy Innocents, a white thorn was
exhibited which had put forth unseasonable blos- .
soms; and it was asserted to be an incontestable
evidence of the Divine favour and approbation.
The citizens were invited by beat of drum to

come and behold the prodigy, which wea ez~ .
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pounded to be a symbol of the revival of the
glory of France and of the resurrection of her
former greatness, in consequence of the downfall
of Protestantism.

The account of the Duke of Sully (who was at
the time in the twelfth year of his age,) continues
thus: “ I wasin bed, and awaked from sleep three
hours after midnight by the sound of bells, and the
confused cries of the populace. My tutor St. Ju-
lian, with my valet de chambre, went hastily out
to know the cause, and I never afterwards heard
of them; they were without doubt, amongst the
first that were sacrificed to the public fury. I con-
tinued alone in my chamber, dressing myself,
when in a few moments I saw my landlord enter,
pale, and in the utmost confusion: he was of the
reformed religion, and having learned what the
matter was, had consented to go to mass to save
his life and preserve his house from being pillaged.
He came to persuade me to do the same, and to
take me with him. I did not think proper to fol-
low him, but resolved to try if I could gain the
College of Burgundy, where I had studied ; though
the great distance between the house where I then
was and the college made the attempt very dan-
gerous. Having disguised myself in a scholar's
gown, I put a large breviary under my arm, and
went into the street. I was seized with horror in-
expressible at the sight of the furious murderers,
who, running from all parts, forced open the houses,
and cried aloud, ¢ Kill, kill| massacre the Hugue-
nots!’ The blood which I saw shed before my
eyes redoubled my terror. I fell into the midst
of a body of guards; they stopped me, interro-
&ated me, and were beginning to use me ill, when,
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happily for me, the book that I carried was per-
ceived, and served me for a passport. Twice
after this I fell into the same danger, from which
I extricated myself with the same good fortune,
At last I arrived at the College of Burgundy,
where a danger still greater than any I had yet
met with awaited me. The porter having twice
refused me entrance, I continued standing in the
street, at the mercy of the furions murderers,
whose numbers increased every moment, and who
were evidently seeking for :{leir prey, when it
came into my mind to ask for La Faye, the prin-
cipal of this college, a good man, by whom I was
tenderly beloved. The porter, prevailed upon by
some small pieces of money which I put into his
hand, admitted me ; and my friend took me to
his apartment, where two inhuman priests, whom
I heard discoursing about the Sicilian vespers,
tried to force me from him that they might cut me
in pieces, saying, the order was not to spare even
infants at the breast. All the good man could
do was to conduct me privately to a distant cham-
ber, where he locked me up. Here I was con-
fined three days, uncertain, of my destiny; and
saw no one but a servant of my friend’s, who came
from time to time to bring me provisions.

¢ At the end of these three days, the prohibition
for murdering and ri.llaging any more of the Pro-
testants being published, I was suffered to leave
my cell ; and immediately after, I saw Ferriere
and La Vieville, two solci'iets of the guard, who
were dependents of my father, enter the college.
They were armed, and came, without doubt, to
rescue me by force wherever they should find me.
They informed my father of what had heppened
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tome ; and eight days afterwards I received a let.’
ter from him, in which he expressed the fears he
had suffered on my account, and advised me to
continue in Paris, since the prince I served was
not at liberty to quit it. He added, that to avoid
exposing myself to evident danger, it was neces-
sary I should resolve to follow that prince’s exam-
le, and to go to mass. In fact, the King of
avarre had found no other means of saving his
life. - He was awaked, with the Prince of Condé,
two hours before day, by a great number of sol-
diers, who rushed audaciously into their bedcham-
ber in the Louvre, and insolently commanded
them to dress themselves and attend the king.
They would not suffer the two princes to take
their swords with them, who, as they passed; be-
held several of their gentlemen® massacred before
their eyes. The king waited for them, and re-
ceived them with a countenance in which fury was
visibly painted ; he ordered them, with oaths and
blasphemies, which were familiar with himn, to -
quit a religion which they had only taken up, he
said, to serve as a pretext for their rebellion. The
condition to which these princest were reduced,

* James de Segur, Baron of Pardaillan, a Gascon ; Ar-
mand de Clermont, Baron of Piles, a Perigordin, &c. Gas-
ton de Levis, Lord of Leyran, took refage under the Queen
of Navarre's bed, who saved his life. Some persons were sent
to Chatillon to seize Francis de Chatillon, the admiral’s son,
and Guy d’Andelot’s son ; but they both escaped, and fled to
Geneva. Armand de Gontault de Biron was saved by forti-
fying himself in the arsenal.

+ As Henry went to the king, Catherine gave orders that
they should lead him under the vaults, and make him pass
through the guards drawn up in files on each side in mena-
cinf postures. He trembled and recoiled two or three nm

back, when immediately Nangai-\a-Chatre, captain of
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could not hinder them from manifesting how pain-
ful it would be to them to obey him. The king,
transported. with anger, told them, in a fierce and
haughty tone, ¢ That he would no longer be con-
tradicted in his opinions by his subjects; that they,
by their example, should teach others to revere
him as the image of God, and cease to be ene-
mies to the images of His mother” He ended by
declaring, that if they did not go to mass, he would
treat them as criminals guilty of treason against
human and Divine majesty. The manner in
which these words were pronounced, not suffering
the princes to doubt but that they were sincere,
they yielded to necessity, and performed what was
required of them. Henry (king of Navarre) was
obliged even to send an edict into his dominions,
by which the exercise of any other religion but the
Romish was forbidden. Though this submission

reserved his life, yet in other things he was not
getter treated ; and he suffered a thousand capri-
cious insults from the court. Free at intervals, he
was most frequently closely confined, and treated
as a criminal ; his domestics were sometimes per-
mitted to attend him, then they were forbidden on
a sudden to appear.”

On the night of the massacre couriers were sent
to the chief towns throughout the kingdom, with
letters from the king to the several governors,
which advertised them of what was passing in the
capital; the written despatches conveyed by them

ds, endeavoured to remove his apprehensions 8y swear-
they should do him no hurt. Henry, though he gave
bat little credit to his words, was obliged to go on amidst the
carabines and halberts.—Perefixe’s History of Henry the
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contained soothing expressions to the Huguenota,
whom it was necessary to deceive till the provin-
cial garrisons were strengthened ; but to many of
them was annexed a short postscript, which en-
joined the governor to whom it was addressed to
place implicit confidence in the verbal communi-
cation which the bearer was instructed to deliver.
From the day on which the courier arrived, the
streets of Lyons ran with blood ; and, in brief, the
massacre of Paris was repeated in other towns:
at Meaux, on the 25th; La Charité, on the 26th;
Orleans, the 27th ; Saumur and Angers, on the
29th; Lyons, on the 30th; Troyes, on Sept. 2d;
Bourges, on the 10th; Rouen, on the 17th; Ro-
mans, on the 20th; Toulouse, on the 23d; Bour-
deaux, on October 3d. The numbers of those
who perished, and neither age nor sex were spared,
are variously stated by different writers, from ten
to a hundred thousand: the opinion of De Thou,
a Popish historian, who fixes it at about 30,000,
is perhaps nearest the truth.

The king in announcing to the parliament that
the massacre had been perpetrated by his com-
mand, attributed it to the discovery of a conspiracy
by Coligny and the Huguenots against himself
and the royal family; and on the Thursday of this
week of horrors he attended a solemn thanksgiving
for the suppression of the fabricated conspiracy.

The last ferocious act of Charles, which grew
immediately out of the great murder of St. Bar-
tholomew, was a mock trial, instituted against the
deceased admiral and his adherents in the pre-
tended conspiracy. The sentence passed against
Coligny, as a traitor, involved confiscation of all

his property, perpetual infamy, and the suppression
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of his name. His body, if it could be found (and
if that were not possible, his effigy), was to be
.drawn on a hurdle through the streets and gib-
beted, first in the Place de Gréve for six hours,
afterwards on a loftier spot at Montfaucon. His
_armorial bearings were to be dragged at a horse’s
tail through every town at which they might have
been set up, and to be defaced and broken in
ieces by the common executioner; his statues,
ts, and portraits, were to be demolished in like
manner. His chief seat at Chatillon was to be
razed to the ground ; no building was ever again
to be founded on its site; the trees in the park
were to be cut down to half their natural height ;
the glebe was to be sown with salt; and in some
central spot a column was to be erected, bearing
on it this decree engraved in brass. His children
had escaped the fury of the king during the mas-
sacre: but they were now proscribed, degraded
from their nobility, declared incapable of bearing
witness in courts of law, stripped of all civil priwni-
leges, and the power of holding any public office,
or of enjoying any property within the limits of
France for ever. An annual public religious ser-
vice and procession was at the same time insti-
tuted,* to commemorate the mercy of heaven,
which had so signally averted calamity from the
kingdom on the festival of St. Bartholomew.

* The annivernz was long celebrated : Wm. Cecil,
writing to his grandfather, Lord Burghley, from Paris, 25th
Aug. 1583, says, “ Upon St. Bartholomew’s Day, we had .
here solemn processions, and other tokens of triumph and -
joy, in remembrance of the slaughter committed this time :
eleven years past ; but I doubt they will 8ot so triumph at
the day of judgment.”—Lansdown MSS. in the British
Museum. .
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But the vengeance of the court was not content
to wreak itself on the dead only. T'wo living vie-
tims also were provided for sacrifice. Cava
a counsellor of the parliament of Toulouse,
Briquemaut, who at seventy years of age had re-
tirez from the profession of arms, in which he had
long served with honour, were arrested as Hugue-
nots a short time after the massacre. *The escape
of Briquemaut during the Parisian carnage was
attended with remarkable circumstances. Per-
ceiving that every outlet was blockaded, and that
the murderers were in close pursuit, he stripped
off his clothes, and throwing himself among a Eeqp
of bleeding corpses, lay upon his face and countet-
feited death. His nakedness prevented examina-
tion and discovery by the wretches who followed
in the train of the assassins to rifle their fallen vic-
tims; and at night, wrapping round him such rags
as were near at hand, he stole away unebserved,
and took refuge at the house of the English am-
bassador. There he found employment in the
stables ; and he was dressing a horse at the mo-
ment in which he was recogniged and arrested.

The charge brought against him and Cavague,
was participation in the admiral's conspiracy;
with the exception, therefore, of the merely per-
sonal clauses, their sentence was similar to that
which we have just recited ; and the historian,
De Thou, who heard it read to them, notices the
fortitude with which Briquemaut listenad—not-
withstanding the unusual ignominy with which one
nobly born was adjudged to the gallows—till he
found that in,some of the penalties his children
also were included. ¢ What have they done to

ment this severity ? was the inquiry of the heart.



MASSCARE OF ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S DAY. 127

broken veteran. Between five and six in the
evening of the 27th of October, the sad procession
quitted the Conciegerie for the Place de Gréve.
In the mouth of the straw effigy, by which the
admiral was represented, some heartless mocker
hed placed a toothpick, to increase the resem-
blance by imitating one of his common habits.
At the windows of the Hotel de Ville, which
commanded a near view of the scaffold, were as
sembled .Charles (to ‘whom his consort on that
morning had presented her first-born child), the
queen mother, and the King of Navarre, who had
been compelled to attend. A comsiderable delay
took place; and some proposal appears to have
been made, by which, even at the last moment,
the condemned might have purchased their lives,
if they wounld have debased themselves with
treachery and falsehood. When at length the hang-
man had thrown them from the ladder, Charles
ordered flambeaux to be held elose to their faces,
in order that he might distinctly view the variety
of expression whioch each exhibited in his parting
egony. Suetonius daes-net record: a more fiend-
like aneedote of the worst; of Ceesars. The popu-
lace imitated the brutality of their sovereign.
Daring the long and fearflal panse which had oc-
cured on the scaffold, and the many hours through
which the bomnd .and defenceless prisoners en-
dured that lingening expectation far more bitter
than death itself, their suffering was heightened
by crmel outrages inflicted by the rabble; whe,
when life was extincf, dragged the bodies from
the gallows, and savagely tore them in pieces. -
‘When intelligence of the massacre, was first
snnounced at Rome, the, Vefican gane loow “w
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unbounded joy. The Pope and cardinals pro-
ceeded at once from the conclave in which the
king’s despatches had been read, to offer thanks
before the altar, for the great blessing which hea-
ven had vouchsafed to the Romish see and to
all Christendom. Salvoes of artillery ‘thundered
at nightfall from the ramparts of St. Angelo; the
streets were illuminated; and no victory ever
achieved by the arms of the Pontificate elicited
more tokens of festivity. The Pope sent a nun-
cio to France to congratulate the King; and asif
resolved that the horrible deed should never be
forgotten, gave orders for a medal to be struck to
commemorate the massacre. He had already
been anticipated in Paris; and the effigies of
Pope Gregory XIIL and of King Charles IX
may still be seen in the cabinets of collectors of
coins, connected with devices, illustrative of the
massacre.

The Cardinal of Lorraine presented the mes.
senger with a thousand pieces of gold; and un-
able to restrain the extravagance of his delight,
exclaimed that he believed the king’s heart to
have been filled with a sudden inspiration from
God when he gave orders for the slaughter of the
heretics. Two days afterwards he celebrated a
solemn service in the church of St. Louis, with
extraordinary mnfniﬁcence; on whith occasion,
the Pope, the whole ecclesiastical body, and many
resident ambassadors, assisted. An elaborate in-
scription was then affixed to the portals of the
church, congratulating God, the Pope, the college
of Cardinals, and the senate and people of Rome,
on the stupendous results and the almost incredible
effocts of the advice, the aid and the prayers
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which had been offered during a period of twelve
Yeamn '

Sir Francis Walsingham was at that time the
resident ambassador from England at the Court
of Paris. His interview with Catharine after the
massacre was truly interesting. He concealed
not the disgust which would be felt by his royal
Jmistress, Elizabeth, at such outrages; and his des.
patches notice the brutal sportiveness with which
the Parisians spoke of them as “ a Bartholomew
breakfast, and a Florence banquet.” The de-
testation in which the name of the French court
was held in England, is thus described in a strain
of rude, yet powerful eloquence, by his friend and
correspondent, Sir Thomas Smith, the queen’s sec-
retary :—

¢ But what warrant can the French make, now
seals and words of princes being traps to catch in-
nocents and bring them to butchery? If the ad-
miral and all those murdered on that bloody Bar-
tholomew-day were guilty, why were they not ap-
prehended, imprisoned, interrogated, and judged?
But s0 much made of” [them] “asmight be, within
two hours of the assassination! Is that the man-
ner to handle men, either culpable or suspected ?
So is the journeyer slain by the robber ; so is the
hen of the fox; so is the hind of the lion; so Abel
of Cain ; so the innocent of the wicked; so Abner
of Joab. But grant they were guilty, they dreamed
treason that night in their sleep; what did the
innocent men, women, and children do at Lyons?
What did the sucking children and their mothers
at Rouen deserve? at Caen? at Rochelle ?
What is done yet, we have not heard ; but I think
shortly we shall hear. Will God, think you, still
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sleep? Will not their blood ask for vengeance ?
shall not the earth be accursed that hath saucked
up the innocent blood poured out like water upon
it?e

In the general dispersion which succeeded
these massacres, the Huguenots took refuge in
England, in the Palatinate, and a part of them in _
Eev:litzerland. A remnant, however, still remained

ind.

CONCLUSION.

] .

Such was the Massacre of St. Bartholomew : —

& most awful instance of the heights and depths
of cruelty and crime, to which bigotry and religious
hatred, aided by political enmity, have carried the
vassals of Popery in their attempts to extirpate
those whom they are pleased to call heretics.
The compiler of this brief narrativet cannot con-
clude his irksome task without inviting those who
have read it to turn aside and contemplate for
& while the spirit inculcated upon his disciples by

* From the letters written at this time, it appears that the
horror of this deed led even good men to fear that nothing
but strong measures could prevent massacre from spreading
through all parts of Protestant Europe. A letter from Ed-
win Sandys, Bishop of London, to Lord Burghley (published
in Ellig’s ¢ 6ﬁginal Letters,” 2d series, vol. 1ii. p. 22.) is evi-
dence that the first thought of beheading the Queen of
Scots arose out of the panic of this very massacre, although
for fourteen years the thought did not ripen into execution.

t The sources from which it has been com;’)iled, are, the
* History of the Reformed Religion in France,” by the Rev.
E. Smedley; *Paris and its Historical Scenes,” n: the Li-
brary of Entertaining Knowledge, part 2; Sir Henry Ellis’s
* Original Letters, illustrative of English History,” 2d series,
vol. iil. p. 22; and an article in the ¢ Church of England

Magazine,” Aug. 1839. .
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-the Divine Founder of the true Catholic Church:
¢ It came to pass, when the time was come that
he should be received up, he steadfastly set his
face to go to Jerusalem, and sent messengers he-
fore his face ; and they went, and entered into a
village of the Sarmaritans to make ready for him.
And they did not receive him, because his face
was as though he would go to Jerusalem. And
when his disciples, James and John, saw this,
they said, Lord, wilt thou that we command fire
to come down from heaven and consume them,
even as Elias did? But he turned and rebuked
them, and said, Ye know not what manner of
spirit ye are of. For the Son of Man is not come
to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.” (Luke
ix. 51—56.)
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NARRATIVE OF THE

IRISH REBELLIONS.

At the accession of Queen Elizabeth to the
throne, Ireland was inhabited by the native Irish;
and by English families who had been transplanted
thither, ever since the reign of Henry II.; and
was governed by a vice.roy or lord lieutenant.
His authority, however, was not considerable
enough to awe the Irish.

There were, among these, many great men, who,
though they outwardly recognized the king of
England’s sovereignty; yet imagined they had a
right to do themselves justice, whenever any sup-
posed injury was done to them. Hence those lords
frequently made war one upon another, regardless
of the vice-roys, who had not force sufficient to
check them; but were obliged to send for troops
from England, whenever a rebellion broke out in
Ireland; and as this was expensive, forces were
never sent over but in the last extremity. Thus,
as few of the lord-lieutenants were able to force
obedience, they thence willingly connived at the
destructive irregularities committed by the Irish
lords, for fear of hurting the royal authority: but,
contenting themselves with filling their purses;
they left, to their successors, the curbing the in-
solence of the Irish.

This conduct swelled the Iords of the cownkry
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with so much arrogance; that they acknowledged
~ the royal authority no farther than was just suffi.
cient to protect them from their enemies. Add to
this, the aversion which the Irish naturally had for
the English government; which aversion was in-
creased on occasion of the change projected by
Queen Elizabeth, in matters of religion.

The Irish being extremely ignorant, had thence
a strong attachment to the Pope, a gircumstance
which disposed them to listen to the Romish emis-
saries, who were perpetually exciting them to re-
bellion. Hence Queen Elizabeth was obliged to
keep a watchful eye over the transactions of that
island; well knowing the great credit which the
Pope, her mortal enemy, had in it.

otwithstanding all her precautions, in 1567, a
rebellion broke out in Ireland, headed by Shan
O’Neal, a lord of great interest in the northern part
of that island: but it ended with the death of that
rebel, who was slain by his own people.

In 1569 fresh commotions broke out in that
kingdom, excited by Edmund and Peter Boteler,
brothers to the earl of Ormond; who being sent
from England, persuaded them to lay down their
arms. This rebellion had been fomented by the
king of Spain, who, in conjunction with the Pope,
endeavoured to spirit up another in 1577, by the
advice of Thomas Stukeley, an English fugitive.

In 1594, the famous Hugh O’Neal, earl of Tir-
oen, raised a mighty rebellion in Ireland, he having
been promised assistance from the king of Spain;
which obliged Queen Elizabeth to send a strong re-
inforcement to the above.mentioned island. This
rebellion continued some years.

The earl of Essex was sent, in 1509, to Ireland,
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at the head of 20,000 foot, and 1300 horse, who
yet were not able to put out this flame; so vigor-
ously was it fomented by Tir-oen; and it was not
extinguished till after the arrival of the lord
Mountjoy in that island, viz., till 1602, when Tir-
oen came and submitted himself to him.

About the year 1607, the lord Mountjoy brought
Tir-cen to London, and presented him to King
James I., who received him very graciously; but
Tir-oen returning afterwards to Ireland, he again
attempted to raise a rebellion, but not succeeding,
was forced to fly fromthat island.

" No very remarkable transaction happened from
this time till the year 1641, a little before which,
the rebels of Ireland had presented to the lord jus.
tices of that kingdom, a remonstrance, demandin
the free exercise of their religion, and a repeal o
all laws to the contrary; to which both houses of
parliament, in England, solemnly answered, that
they would never grant any toleration to the Po-
pish religion in Ireland.

On the 23rd of October, 1641, (the feast of Ig-
natius Loyola, founder of the Jesuits,) there broke
out a desperate and most formidable rebellion.
The revolt was general. This was a rebellion, so
execrable in itself, so odious to God and to the
whole world ; that no age, no kingdom, no people,
can parallel the horrid cruelties, and the abomina-
ble murders, which were then, without number or
without mercy, committed upon the Protestant
British inhabitants, of every age, quality, or con.
dition, throughout the land.

In Multifernan Abbey, a convent of Franciscans
in the county of Westmeath, the horrid resolution
was taken, how, most effectually to extirpate wod

>
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destroy the whole race of Protestants in Ireland ;
which, was then concluded, should be Perpetrated,
either by total banishment, (the punishment in-
flicted on the Moors in Spain;) or by death, or
miseries worse’ than either. And so very closely,
and under such a disguise of friendship, was this
hideous conspiracy carried on by these men ; that
visits of seeming kindness were never so frequently
made to the Protestants, as at that very time. This
was done, the more completely, to effect the in-
human and treacherous designs then machinating.

The Romish clergy were first in the secret, and
had a great share in this detestable conspiracy, by
means of the unbounded influence they had over
the minds and consciences of their people.

That the papists were at the bottom of this con.
spiracy, was evident from the letter writ by Pope
Urban, to the rebel O’Neal, October 18, 1642; and
to the popish clergy and nobles of Ireland the
February following. But most expressly was this
unheard of scene of cruelty, publicly justified and
approved of in the very words of Pope Urban VIII.
to the Catholics of Ireland ; wherein the' rebels,
who engaged in this enormous and most detestable
act, were promised to be publicly rewarded with
a plenary indulgence, and a remission of all their
sins.

This execrable conspiracy was first discovered
by Owen O’Connelly, an Irishman; for which
most signal service, the parliament voted him five
hundred pounds, and a pension of two hundred
pounds per ann. until better provision could be
made for him.

And so very seasonably was this plot discovered,

even but a few hours before the city exd castle of
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Dublin were to have been surprised; that the
lords justices had but just time to put themselves,
and the city, in a posture of defence ; and to seize
the lord McGuire, and his accomplices in their
beds; in whose lodgings were found swords, hat-
chets, pole-axes, hammers, and such other instru-
ments of death as had been prepared, for the utter
extirpation of the heretics; those wretches having
come, the night before, into Dublin, to execute this
treacherous and inhuman design.

On the 22d of October, 1641, Sir Phelim O’Neal,
upon pretence of paying a friendly visit to the lord
Charlemont, first seized him perfidiously in the
castle ; killed his servants before his eyes; and, a
few days after, basely murdered that noble lord,
and others, in cold blood ; as fully appeared in the
trial of Lord MacGuire; who was executed for
high-treason, at London, in 1644.

And having thus begun to embrue their hands
in innocent blood, they continued to hang, drown,
burn, bury alive; and, by other methods of tor-
ture, to massacre great multitudes of the British,
Protestants, who had not time to save themselves by

ht..

he- Jesuits, priests, and friars, havmg a great
share in this detestable plot, they had no time to
promote it ; and, when the day for the execution
of it was agreed upon, they in their prayers re-
commended the success of a great design; much
tending, (as they said) to the prosperity of the
kingdom, and to the advancement of the Catholic
cause. They every where declared to the com-
mon people, that the Protestants were heretics, and
ought not to be suffered to live any longer among
them ; adding, that it was no more sin oY\ wn
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Englishman than to kill a dog; and that the re-
lieving or protecting them was an unpardonable sin.

As soon as the fire began to break out, and the
whole country to rise about the Protestants ; these
immediately flew to their friends for protection,
some relying upon their neighbours, others upon
their landlords, others upon their tenants and ser-
vants, for preservation, or at least present safety ;
and, with great confidence, put their persons, their
wives, their children, and all they had, into their
power. But these, generally, either betrayed them
into the hands of other rebels, or most perfidiously
destroyed them with their own hands.

The Irish papists having besieged the town and
castle of Longford ; and the inhabitants, who were
Protestants, having surrendered, upon condition of
being allowed quarter; the besiegers, the instant
the towns people came out, fell upon them : their
priest, as a signal for the rest to fall on, first ripping
open the belly of the English Protestant minister ;
after which his followers soon hanged up the rest.

In like manner was the garrison, at Sligo, treated
by O’Connor Slygah; who, upon the Protestants
quitting their holds promised them quarter ; and to
convey them safe over the Curlew mountains, to
Roscommon. But he first imprisoned them in &
most loathsome jail ; allowing them only grains
for their food. A fterwards, when some rebels were
merry over their cups, who were come to congratu-
late their wicked brethren for their victory over
these unhappy creatures: those Protestants who
survived, were brought forth by the White-friars;
and were either killed, or precipitated over the
bridge into a swift water, where they were pre-
sently destroyed, It is added, that the above wicked
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eompany of White-friars went some time after, in
solemn procession, with holy water, in their hands,
to sprinkle the river ; upon pretence of cleansing
and purifying it, from the stain and pollution of the
blood and dead bodies of the heretics, as they
called the unfortunate Protestants, who were in-
humanly slaughtered at this very time.

At this time Dr. Bedell, Bishop of Kilmore, was
forcibly taken from his Episcopal residence at that
place, where he had charitably settled and support.
ed a great number of despoiled Protestants, who
had fled from their habitations, to escape the dia-
bolical cruelties committed by the Papists. But
they did not long enjoy the consolation of living
together ; for Dr. Swiney, the Popish titular bishop
of Kilmore, soon took pessession of Bisliop Bedell’s
bouse ; said mass in his church, the Sunday fol-
lowing ; and then seized on all his goods and
effects. The rebels soon after forced him, his two
sons, and the rest of his family, with some of the
chief of the Protestants in his company, in Decem-
ber, into a ruinous castle called Lochwater, situated
in a lake, near the seashore. Here, himself, with
bis companions, remained some weeks, in expecta-
tion of death. Most of them were stript naked ;
by which means, as the season was very cold, and
the house open, they suffered greatly. There they
continued till the 7th of January, uninterrupted in
the exercise of their religious worship ; and were
afterwards released. The bishcp was then most
courteously received into the house of Dennis
O’Sheridan, one of his clergy, whom he had made
a convert toethe church of England. He did not
lonﬁ survive this kindness.

uring -his abode in this tabernacie, s whde
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time was spent in religious exercises; the better
to fit and prepare himself, and his sorrowful com.
panions for their great change; as nothing but
certain death, and misery, were perpetually before
their eyes. ‘

However, though broken with age, being then ir
his seventy-first year, and afflicted with an ague,
catched in his late cold and desolate habitation on
the lake; finding his dissolution at hand, he re-
ceived it with joy ; like one of the primitive mar-
tyrs; just hastening to his crown of glory. For
after having addressed his little flock, and exhorted
them to patience, in the most pathetic manner, as
they saw their own last day approaching; after
having solemnly blessed his people, his family, and
his children ; and finished the course of his minis-
try and life together ; he expired the 7th of Febru.
ary, 1641.

His friends and relations applied to the new in.
truding bishop, for leave to bury him, which was
obtained with difficulty. He at first, telling them,
that the church-yard was holy ground, and should
no longer be defiled with heretics: however, leave
was, at last, obtained, and though the church fu-
neral service was not used at the solemnity, (for
fear of the Irish Papists,) yet some of the better
sort of the rebels were pleased to honour the re.
mains of this holy confessor to his grave, for whom
they, in his life-time, had the greatest venera-
tion. .

At his interment, they discharged a volley of
shot, crying out, Requiescat in pace, ultimus An-
glorum ; that is, May the last of the English rest in
peace. Adding, that as he was one of the best, s0

he should be the last Englieh bichop found among
them.
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His learning was very extensive ; and he would
have given the world a greater proof of it, had he
printed all he wrote. Scarce any of his writings
were saved ; the rebels having destroyed most of
his papers, and his library. He had gathered a
vast heap of critical exposifions of scripture, all
which, (with a great trunk of his manuscripts) fell
into the hands of the Irish. Happily his great He.
brew MS. was preserved, and is now in the library
of Emmanuel-College.

These cruelties were still more considerably ex-
tended ; for in the barony of Tyrawley, the Pa- -
pists, at the instigation of their friars, compelled
above forty English Protestants, some of whom
were women or children, to the hard fate either of
falling by the sword, or of drowning themselves in
the sea. These chusing the latter, rather to trust
themselves to the mercy of the rebels; they were
accordingly forced, by the naked weapons of those
inexorable wretches, into the deep; where they,
with their children in their arms, first waded up to
the chin; and afterwards sunk down, and perished
all together. In the county of Tyrone, no less than
300 Protestants were drowned in one day.

Dr. Maxwell at that time, lived near Armagh,
reing rector of Tynon, in that diocese ; and, with

is family, was a great sufferer in this rebellion.
“his bishop, in his examination, taken upon vath
sfore his majesty’s commissioners, declared, that
© Irish rebels owned, to him, that they, at several

nes. had destroyed, in one place, twelve thousand

otestants, whom they inhumanly slaughtered at
ynwood, in the flight of those miserable people

n the county of Armagh. *

\s ‘the river Bann was not fordable, and tha
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bridge broken down, the lrish forced, at different
times, a great number of unarmed, defenceless Pro.
testants, (forty in a company ;) and there, with
pikes and swords, violently thrust above a thousand
of them into the river, where they all miserably
perished.

Nor did the fair and goodly cathedral of Armagh
escape their barbarous hands; it being maliciously
set on fire by their leaders, and burnt to the
ground. And fo extirpate, if possible, the very
race of those unhappy Protestants, who lived in or

* mear Armagh, the Irish first burnt all their
houses ; and then gathered together many hundred
of those innocent people, young and old, upon pre-
tence of allowing them a guard and safe conduct to
Colerain ; yet fell upon them, most treacherously,
by the way, and cruelly murdered them all.

These desperate wretches, flushed and 'grown in.
solent with this success, (though by methods at.
tended with such excessive barbarities, as were
never practised by even the most savage heathens)
soon got possession of the castle of Newry, where
the king’s stores and ammunition were lodged ;
and, with as little difficulty, made themselves mas-
ters of Dundalk. T

They afterwards took the town of Ardee, where
they murdered all the Protestants in revenge for
their ill success before Tredagh or Drogheda, and
8o marched on, with the same rapidity and fury,
to Dru%‘heda, being then many thousands in num.
ber he Irish hoped they should take that from-
tier garrison ; and afterwards destroy all the Pro-
testants, both there and in the city of Dublin, with
those of the neighboaring counties round it. The
garrison of Drogheda wus in no condition to sus-
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tain a siege; and the treachery of the Popish in-
habitants, within the town, was almost as danger-
ous as the fury of the Irish rebels from without ;
these being masters of almost the whole country
round, on both sides the Boyne; yet, so often as
they renewed their attacks, they were as often
courageously and vigorously repulsed, by a very
unequal number of the king’s: forces; and a few
faithful Prptestant citizens, under Sir Henry Tich.
borne, the governor, assisted by the Lord Viscount
Moore, ancestor of the Earl of Drogheda. The
siege of Drogheda began November 30, 1641, and
held till March 4, 1642, when Sir Phelin O’Neal,
and the lrish rebels, were forced to retire.

In consequence of which, the city of Dublin, the
magazines of all the arms, ammunition, and other
provisions of the army ; and the chief sanctuary
of all the Epglish despoiled Protestants, was now
reduced to a very sad condition, and encompassed
on every side.

The northern rebels being come down in great
numbers, as far as Drogheda, within twenty miles
of Dublin; and other rebels, from the county of
Wicklow, infcsting it on the other side; which
filled the inhabitants with terror.

This was greatly increased, by the sight of vast
numbers of English Protestants, all of them stript
and miserably despoiled, who came out of the
north. Many persons of rank and quality, covered
with old rags, and some without any other covering,
thun a little twisted straw to hide their nakedness.
Some reverend ‘ministers, and others, who had es-
caped with their lives, came sadly wounded.
Wives came, bitterly lamenting the fate of their
husbands; mothers that of their children,barvex .
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ously destroyed before their eyes; poor infants
ready to perish, and to pour out their souls in their
mother’s bosoms. Some, over weary with long
travail, came creeping on their knees. Others
froze with cold, ready to give up the ghost'in the
streets.  Othets, overwhelmed with grief, grew
distracted.

Thus was the city, within a few days after the
breaking out of the rebellion, filled with most la-
mentable spectacles of sorrow. These wandered
up and down, in great numbers, in all parts of the
city ; desolate and forsaken ; having no place to
lay their heads on ; no clothes to cover their naked.
ness ; no food to fill their hungry bellies.

All manner of relief was disproportionate to
their wants. The Popish inhabitants refused to
administer the least comfort unto them ; whence
these poor creatures appeared as so many ghosts in
the streets. The barns, the stables, and out-houses
were filled with them ; whilst some lay in the open
street; and others under stalls, where they perish-
ed miserably. The churches were the common
receptacle of those of the meaner sort ; these stood
in them ina most dismal posture, as objects of
charity, in such great multitudes, that there was
no passage into them. But those of better con-
dition, who, could not condescend to beg, crept into
private places; and some of these, having no
friends to relieve them, wasted silently away, and
died without noise.

And, so bitter was the remembrance of their
former miserable condition, and so insupportable
the burthen of their present calamity, (to many,)
that they even refused to be comforted. Thus,
being worn out with the vest fatigue of their

-
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journey, and the cruel usage they met with; their

"spirits being exhausted, and their souls fainting,
they lay sadly languishing. And soon after they
had got to the city, great numbers of them died,
leaving their bodies as monuments of the most in-
human cruelty, exercised upon them. The
greatest part of the women and children, thus bar-
barously driven out of their habitations, died in
the city of Dublin. Such numbers perished, that
all the church-yards, within the city, were not
large enough to contain them; so that the lords
justices gave orders, that two large pieces of new
ground, (one on each side of the river,) should be
set apart for burial places.

The design of the rebels was, after they had

sed themselves of other towns, to seize the -

city and castle of Dublin; and thus extirpate all

the English, root and branch; and not leave them

terity, or even a name, throughout the whole
ingdom of Ireland.

By the relations of those times, it appears that
one hundred and fifty thousand innocent, ungarded,
unarmed Protestants, had the hard fate to suffer
under the most inhuman and most detestable cru-
eltieg; were either massacred in cold blood, or
sent to starve and perish in the woods, in the cold-
est and most rigorous season of the year.






CELEBRATION

OF THE MASS

- The office or prayers used at the celebration of
the eucharistis called, in the Church of Rome, by
the name of mass. As the mass is regarded by
the Roman Catholics as a representation of the
passion of our blessed Saviour, so every action of
the officiating priest and every part of the service
is supposed to allude to the particular circum-
stances of his passion and death. The word mass
comes from the Hebrew missach (oblatum); or
from the Latin missa missorum ; because, in for-
mer times, the catechumens and excommunicated
were sent out of the church, when the deacons
said Jte missa est, after sermon and reading of the
epistle and gospel; they not being allowed to as-
sist at the consecration. Menage derives the word
from missio, * dismissing:” others from missa,
“ missing, sending,” because, in the mass, the
prayers of men on earth are sent up to heaven.
The general division of masses consists of high
and low. High mass is that sung by the choris-
ters, and celebrated with the assistance of a dea-
con and sub-deacon ; low mass is thatin which
the prayers are barely rehearsed without singing.
There are many different or occasions) masses
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in the Romish church, some of which have
nothing peculiar but the name; such are the
masses of the saints ; that of St. Mary of the Snow,
celebrated on the 5th of August; that of St. Mar-
garet, patroness of lying-in women; that of the
feast of St. John the Baptist, at which are said
three masses; that of the Innocents, at which the
gloria in excelsis and the hallelujah are omitted,
and, it being a day of mourning, the altar is of a
violet colour. As to ordinary masses, some are
said for the dead, and, as is supposed, contribute
to fetch the soul out of purgatory: atthese masses
the altar is put in mourning, and the only decora-
tions are a cross in the middle of six yellow wax-
lights ; the dress of the celebrant and the very
mass-book are black; many parts of the office are
omitted, and the people are dismissed without the
benediction.

If the mass be said for a person distinguished
for his rank or virtues, it is followed by a funeral
oration; they erect a chapelle ardente, that is, a
representation of the deceased, with branches and
tapers of yellow wax, either in the middle of the
church, or near the deceased’s tomb, where the

- priest pronounces a solemn absolution of the de-
ceased.

There are likewise private masses said for siolen
or sirayed goods or cattle, for health, for travellers,
&ec. which go under the name of votive masses.
Speaking of private masses, let it be noted that
they are not so called because they are said in pri-
vate, which they need not be and are not, but are
to be heard in open church ; nor are they so called
because the private interest of those procuring



CELEBRATION OF THE MASS. 151

them is thereby consulted, but because, in them,
the priests only receive the elements.
Tl},x: priest who celebrates mass uses the expres-
. sion, Bibite ex hoc omnes, “ drink ye all of it," and
yet he does not permit one of the people to drink
any of that to which the words app]l) ; for the cup
in the Lord’s supper, (if we may call the mass so,)
is withheld from the laity in the Church of Rome:
the priests invariably keep that to themselves.
The cup being thus withheld, there must have
been a motive ; but whether Roman Catholics are
to be found who would name the same motive, as
we should, is questionable. This sacrilege ap-
pears to have originated in the desire to promote
the superiority of the clerical order. Some of the
priests have said that they are called the clergy
for being the lot of the Lord; on which one says,
¢ As if the people for whom Christ died were the
lot of the devil.”

The superstitious regard in which the conse-
crated elements are held by the Roman Catholics
appears from the following narration of one who
had himself been a priest among them: “I gave,”
says he, ¢ the sacrament to a lady, who had on that
day a suit of new clothes. She did not open her
mouth wide enough to let the wafer be placed on
her tongue :—the laity may not touch it with their
hands. By my carelessness, it fell upun one of the
sleeves, and thence to the ground. I ordered her
not to quit her place ; and, after the communion
was over, I went to her again, and cutting out a
piece of the sleeve where the wafer had touched

" and scratching the ground, I took both the piece
of the dress and dust of the floor, and carried them
to the piscina; but | was suspended ab officio @&

_1
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beneficio for eight days, as a punishment for my
distraction or for not minding well my business.”

PAC-SIMILE OF A CONSECRATED WAFER.

According to those who profess to explain the
service of the mass, it is full of meaning. The
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canonical dress of the person who officiates, in all
its parts, and the several actions he performs, (and
he 1s quite an actor in his way,) all mean some-
thing. In a ¢ Directory for Saying Mass,” the
officiating party is instructed when to bow, when
to kneel, when to stretch out his hands, when to
lift up his eyes, &c. &c. It would be an amusing
spectacle to see one of these actors practising his
part of the dumb show, preparatory to making his
début upon the ecclesiasticag stage to perform the
tragedy of mass. Here follows a list of the offici-
ating priest's vestments, wilh their significations

appended.
An amice forthehead . . ) (The veil which the Jews put
upon Christ, :
An alb or white linea garment A garment of that colour which
od put upon Christ.
A girdle e s s e & e n The cord which bound Christ

in the garden. .
The cord by which Christ was
led to execution.
The cord with which he was
....... tied to be scourged.
A rich vestment overall . . The purple garment put upon
) | Christ by his enemies.

The altar and its furniture teach as under :—

Astoleon theneck . . .

represents

Thealtar . . . . . . . 1 (The cross.
‘The white covering . . . The linen in which the corpse
2 Was wra]

The chalice . . . . . . $ | The sepulchre.

The pater or plate which con- } ",: The stone enclosing the se-
tains and covers the bread 2. | _pulchre.

A burning candle on the altar &' | Christ’s brightness.

Bread . . . . . . . .. The body of Christ.

Wine mixed with water . . ] | The blood of Christ,

Together with the above-named articles, let
there be one standing by the altar, no matter
whether he be a man or a boy, with a sacring bell
in his hand, and all the requisites will be provided
for saying mass.

The priest, being duly attired, moves forward
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towards the altar, and crosses himself repeatedly,
both on his forehead and breast. He advances-
and retreats, and thus acts the prostration of Christ
in the garden. He makes his confession, in-
treating the Virgin and the saints to pray for him.
He bows very low. He smites on the breast,
saying med culpd, “through my fault,” &c. He
pronounces absolution. He approaches nearer to
the altar, and crosses, and kisses it. But now,
turning to the Missal, we find as follows: “ When
the priest goes up to the altar, say, ¢ Take awa
from us our iniquities, we beseech thee, O Lor!,
that we may be worthy to enter with pure minds
into the holy of holies, &c. When he bows be-
fore the altar, say, ‘ We beseech thee, O Lord,
by the merits of thy saints whose relics are here, and
by all the saints, that thou wouldst vouchsafe to
forgive me all my sins. :

. The introit follows. They pronounce the Greek
words kyrie eleison, ¢ Lord, have mercy upon us.”
The petition for mercy is repeated nine times.
The priest proceeds to the middle of the altar,
looks upon tﬁe pix, makes a courtesy, and recites
the gloria in excelsis. He turns round and says,
% The Lord be with you” The collects, &ec. fol-
low. By-and-by he removes to the end of the altar,
uncovers the chalice, and makes a solemn bow to
the pix. He reads the gospel and the people cross
themselves. Now the priest kisses the book, and
recites the creed. Ifit be a high day the altar is
censed. He turns to the people and says, « The
Lord be with you” Turning round again to the
altar, he goes on with the offering, which is done
by holding up the chalice with the cake upon the
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eover of it; lifting up his eyes he recites the oft
fertory, which runs thus, “ Take, O Holy Trinity,
this oblation which I, unworthy sinner, offer in the
honour of thee, of the blessed Virgin Mary, and
of all thy saints, for the salvatior. of the living, and
Jor the rest and quiet of all the faithful that are
dead.” .

Then follows this prayer, “ Accept, O Holy
Father, almighty and eternal God, this unspotted
host, which I, thy unworthy servant offer unto thee,
my living and true God, for my innumerable sins,
offences, and negligences, and for all here present,
as also for all faithful Christians, both living and
dead,” &ec.

He puts wine and water into the chalice, and
makes a prayer. Then follows the oblation of
the chalice thus:—“ We offer unto thee, O Lord,
the chalice of thy salvation, beseeching thy clem-
“ency that it may ascend before thy Divine Majesty
as a sweet savour for our salvation and for that of
the whole world” The priest bows before the
altar and prays. He blesses the bread and wine;
washes his hands; bows at the middle of the altar,
&ec. &c. This account is compiled from Roman
Catholic books ; but the prayers and ceremonies
are not exactly the same in all places and at all
times.

The Canon of the Mass follows, amid repeated
crossings and superstitious prayers. When the

€ consecration is to be said, the sacring bell is rung
to call up attention. After transubstantiating the
bread, or changing it into the body of Christ, the °
Missal says, “ kneeling the priest adores and then
elevates the sacred host” He holds it over his
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head to be seen, and the people here fall down
'ui!)on their knees, &c. &c.; for the Council of

rent has declared in express terms—¢ It is not to
be doubted that all faithful Christians should give
to this sacrament the Aighest worship, called latria,
which is due to the true God;” and it has pro-
nounced a curse on those who should oppose the
same.

A Missal, printed in Dublin in 1794, furnishes
the following passages on mass, as “ necessary for
the better understanding thereof:"—

“ When the priest goes to the altar; Jesus enters
the garden.

When the priest begins mass; Jesus prays in
the garden.

At the zonfiteor ; Jesus falls on his face to the
earth.

When the priest kisses the altar; Jesus is be-
trayed with a kiss.

When the priest goes to the corner of the epis-
tle; Jesus is led captive. .

At the introit; Jesus is struck on the face.

At the kyrie eleison ; Jesus is denied by Peter.

At Dominus vobiscum ; with a look of Jesus
Peter is converted. )

At the epistle ; Jesusis led to Pilate.

At munda cor meum ; Jesus is brought to Herod.

At the Gospel; Jesus is scoffed and sent back
to Pilate. :

At the unveiling of the chalice ; Jesus is spoiled
of his garments. '

At the offertory; Jesus is scourged.

At the covering of the chalice; Jesusis crowned
with thorns,
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When the priest washeth his fingers; Pilate
washeth his hands.

At the orate fratres; Pilate says to the Jews,
¢Behold the man!’

At the preface; Jesus is condemned to die.

"At the memento for the living ; Jesus bears his
cross.

When the prlest holds his hands over the chal-
ice; Veronica offers Jesus a towel.

When the priest signs the oblation; Jesus is
nailed on the cross.

At the elevation of the host; the cross is raised
up.
- At the elevation of the’chalice ; Jesus's blood
flows from his wounds.

At the memento for the dead; Jesus prays for
the world.

At the nobis quoque peccatoribus ; the conversion
of the thief.

At the Pater noster ; the seven words of Jesus
Christ on the cross.

At the breakmg of the host; Jesus dies on the
cross.

When the priest puts part of the host into the
chalice ; the soul of Jesus descendeth into hell

At the Agnus Dei; the conversion of many
Ppresent at the cross. .

At the communion; Jesus is buried.

At the ablution; Jesus i is anointed.

After commumon Jesus's resurrection.

At Dominus vobiscum ; ; Jesus appears to his dis-
ciples.

At the last collect; Jesus conveneth forty days
with his disciples.
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At the last Dominus vobiscum ; Jesus ascends
mto heaven.”

In the “Irish Directory for 1839,” the following
directions are given respecting the colours of the
robes to be worn in officiating on various occasions:
" — The white vestments are used on the coloured
festivals of our Lord” ¢ The red on Pentecost.”
« The purple or violet on all Sundays and ferias
(that is, holydays) of Advent.” «The green on
all Sundays and ferias from Trinity Sunday to Ad-
vent exclusively.” «The black on good Friday,
and in masses for the dead.” In the Canon
Misse," privately printed at Venice in the year
1755, great importance is given to vestments. It
names the several pieces of a Bishop's canonical
attire, and contains prayers used in robing. In
performing this task, the Bishop is directed to pray
fifteen times, the prayers relating to the various
acts and vestments to be used and worn in per-
forming high mass.



THE

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER
COMPARED WITH THE

SAORIFIOE OF THE NASS,

- ST. Matthew's account of the institution of the
Sacrament, chap. xxvi. 26—29. taken from the
Rhemish Testament.—* And whilst they were at
supper, Jesus took bread, and blessed and brake,
and gave it to his disciples, and said, take, eat, this
is my body; and taking the chalice he gave thanks,
and gave to them, saying, drigk ye all of this; for
this is my blood, of the New Testament, which
. shall be shed for many, for the remission of sins;
and I say unto you I will not drink from hence-
forth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when
I shall drink it new with you in the kingdom of
my Father.

St. Mark's account, chap. xiv. 23—25.—% And
whilst they were eating, Jesus took bread, and
blessing, broke and gave to them, and said, take
ye, this i1s my body ; and having taken the chalice,
giving thanks, he gave it to them, and they all
drank of it ; and he said to them, this is my blood
of the New Testament which shall be shed for
many. Amen. I say unto you, that I will drink
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no more of this fruit of the vine, until that day
‘when I shall drink it new in the kingdom of God.’
St. Luke's account, chap. xxii. 19, 20.—% And
taking bread he gave thanks, and brake, and gave
to them, saying ; this is my body which is given
for you; do this for a commemoration of me. In
like manner the chalice also after he had supped,
saying this chalice is the New Testament in my
blood which shall be shed for you.”
. St. Paul's account, | Corinthians, chap. xi.
23—25. “The Lord Jesus, the same night in
which he was betrayed, took bread, and giving
thanks, broke and saiX, this is my body, which shall
be delivered for you; do this for the commemora-
tion of me. In like manner also the chalice after
he had supped, saying, this chalice is the New
Testament in my blood ; this do ye, as oft as ye
shall drink it for the commemoration of me."”
This is the whole of the account given in the
New Testament, of the nanner in whieh our Lord
himself instituted the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup-
per; and let the reader now compare what he did
and said, with what the priest says and does when
he celebrates Mass. )
Ist. Ouvr Lorp Jesus CHrisT spoke in a lan.
guage which his disciples understood. —But THE
Priest says Mass in Latin, which the people
present do not understand.
2nd. Jesus CHRisT spoke in a loud distinct voice,
so as, that the disciples heard him.—Bur TmE
PriesT mutters over in a low secret whisper, what
are called the words of consecration, so that no
one present can hear or understand what he says.
8rd. Jesus Carisr said, “ this chalice is the New
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Testament in my blood.”—Bur THE PrIEST says
that he said, “ this is the chalice of my blood of
the New and Eternal Testament, mystery of the
faith,” which is not true, as we may_learn from
the sentences at the beginning of this tract.

4th. Jesus Carist broke the bread, before he
pronounced the words Tais 1s MY BoDY, which the
Roman Catholics call the words of consecration,
and by virtue of which they say, that the bread is
transubstantiated into the body of Christ.—BuT THE
PrIEST pronounces these words first, and then han-
dles the Host, to make the people think he breaks
the body of Christ; so that if the pronouncing the
words of consecration be what changes the bread
into Christ's body, the bread our Lord broke was
not so changed, and therefore was a different
thing from the Host.

5th. Jesus CHRisT gave the bread into the hands
of the disciples.—But THE Priest puts the wafer
into the mouth of each communicant himself.

6th. Jesus Curist gave his disciples a cup of
wine, saying, drink ye all of this. St Paul said
to the Corinthians, “let a man examine himself,
and so let him eat of that bread ard drink of that
cup.” 1 Cor. xi. 28,—and again, “ as oft as ye eat
this bread, and drink this chalice, ye shall show
the Lord’s death until he come,” ver. 26. So that
it is as plain as possible, that all present did drink
as well as eat. Bur THE Priesr alone drinks the

" wine, the laity only eat the wafer.

7th. Jesus Carist gave the disciples what the
Scripture calls bread, and what was in the chalice
he called wine, or the fruit of the vine.—Bur THE
Priest in the Mass gives the people what he says
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is not bread, but the body of Christ, and drinks
himself, what he says isnot wine but the blood of
Christ.

8th. Jesus Curist did not elevate either the
bread or the wine.—Bur THE PriEst lifis up the
Host, and the people worship it.

9th. Jesus Crrist did not speak of any sacrifice
being offered to God in this ordinance which he
then instituted —Bur THE PRIEST professes to offer
in the Mass, the body of Christ as a sacrifice for
the sins of the quick and the dead. '

10th. Jesus CHRisT said no prayers for the dead.
—But THE PrIest prays for those wko sleep the
sleep of peace. Now this prayer must have been
added to the Mass before purgatory was invented,
because if a soul is tormented in the fire of purga-
tory, it cannot be the sleep of peace, and if it is in
heaven, it has no need of prayers.

1ith. Jesus CHrist said nothing of Saints or
Angels—But THE PrIEST mentions both, blessing
the incense through Michael the Archangel, and
praying God to command an Angel to carry the
eonsecrated Host to heaven.

12th. Jesus Carist said, % do this in remem-
brance of Me.”—Bur THE PrIEsT says, “solem-
nizing and communicating in the first place the
remembrance of the glorious Mary, ever Virgin."

13th. Jesus Carisr instituted this Sacrament as
a remembrance of his death and suffering, where-
by remission of sin is granted to those who be-
lieve on his name.—Bur THE PrIEsT says Mass
for the purpose of obtaining from God some tem-
poral blessing, as the cure of a sick person, or of
sick cattle, preservation of the crops from frost or
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blight ; and thus there are many kinds of Massos:
as the Mass of St. Giles, of St. Franois, St. Cath-
arine, and others: there are also loud Masses and
low Masses, great Masses and small Masses, day
Masses, Episcopal Masses; Masses in white, in
green, in violet, and all other colours.

14th. Jesvs CHRIsT instituted the Sacrament
after supper.—Bur THE PRriEst says Mass fasting.

15th, Jesus CHRisT says nothing about the Cross
an which he was to die.—But THE PrigsT, in the
Mass on Good-Friday, which is called the Mass
of the pre-sanctified, says to the people, “ Behold
the wood of the Cross, come let us worship ;" and
an anthem sang on that day contains these words;
“ We worship thy Cross, O Lord ;" and speaking
to the Cross they say, “ Faithful Cross, the only
noble among the Trees.”

16th. Jesus CurisT did not command the bread
to be carried in procession, or say, what was to be
done with the crumbs—Bur THE PRIEsT carries
the Host in procession, in all places where the Ro-
man Catholic Religion is established. There is a
canon in their Church, to tell what is to be done
when a mouse eats or bites the body of Christ:
another, to direct what is to be done when it is lost,
or carried away by the wind: another orders the
Priest to swallow a fly or spider, if it fall into the
cup, unless it turn his stomach; and that if the
blood freeze in winter, to wrap the chalice in hot
cloths. But the most notable one is that. which
directs, that if the Priest be sick, and throw the
wafer off his stomach, he should, if possible, swal-
low it again. Who can believe, that things so
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absurd and so nauseous are to be derived from the
simple account of the New Testament ?

Here are sixteen particulars, in which the cel-
ebration of Mass contrad.cts the institution of the
Sacrament by our Lord himself; and we can here
see, that the church of Rome has, without any
authority from the Seripture, altered some things,
left out some things, and added some things, so as
to make the Mass quite different from the Sacra-
ment of the Lord’s Supper, and to prove plainly,
that no Romanist has ever yet received this Sacra-
ment. He hasnever commemorated the shedding
of Christ's blood for the remission of sins, for he
never drank of the Sacramental cup. He never
commemorated Christ in this ordinance, for he is
taught to commemorate the Virgin Mary; and he
never could understand what the Priest said in
many of the prayers, because they were in' Latin.
The service he attends is not founZed on the Serip-
tures, but on the commands of the Church; and
let him recollect that Christ has said, % in vain do
they worship me, teaching for doctrines the com-
mandments of men.” Matt xv. 9.

’



EXTREME UNCTION.

Wenow call the reade 1,1' s attention to one of the five
new ‘¢ aacraments, ” (falsely so called)—¢ Extreme
Unction.”

When a member of the church of Rome is at
the point of death, a priest rubs oil, which has been
Krevmusly blessed _by a bishop, to certain parts of

is body, pronouncing certain words, and the effects
of this Extreme Unction are thus stated by Dr.
Doyle in his Christian Doctrine :—

“ It comforts the soul in her last agony
against despair: it remits venial sins, and removes
the relics of sin, and restores corporal health if it
be expedient.”

We would remark in the outset how little faith
Papists have in the efficacy of their own rites.
For, first, they are taught that a Pope’s Indulgence,
which may be had for a few pence, takes away
venial sin, and that in the sacrament of penance
they obtain remission of their mortal sins: but, as
conscience has its misgivings, the priests, for the
quieting of their disciples, have invented Extreme
Unction to remit venial sins, and remove the relics
of mortal sins, so that in fact, this pretended sacra-
ment of Extreme Unction belies the pretended effi-
cacy of Indulgences and penances; but as this,
too, fails to lull the pangs of conscience, and the
papist who has had recourse to penance a3 e3-
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treme unction may still have his conscience tor-
mented with the fear of hell,—the priests tell him
that there is a purgatory, where he may pay the
penalty of sin by temporary suffering, the term of
which may be considerably shortened if he will
only, by the payment of a liberal fee, secure their
services to celebrate masses for his repose. Thus,
extreme unction is a denial of the efficacy of pe-
nance and indulgences, while purgatory and the
mass belie the pretended virtue of extreme unction!
What impious and shameful knavery is here!
How transparent is the cheat to every man who
has been delivered by the enlightening influence of
the Holy Spirit from that strong delusion in which
antichrist holds his votaries spell-bound in the be.
lief of his lies!

But the Church of Rome pretends to have Scrip-
ture for her extreme unction, and she refers us to
James v. 14, 15.—

«Is any sick among you? let him call for the
elders of the church ; and let them pray over him,
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:
And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and
the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have com-
mitted sins, they shall be forgiven him.”

Inthe primitive church, judgment was sometimes
miraculously inflicted. We read of some (1st.
Cor. xi.) who were punished with sickness for their
profanation of the Lord’s Supper; and as there
was the miraculous infliction of sickness as a
chastisement for sin, so there was an ordinance for
the miraculous healing of the sick; it is of that the
Apostle James speaks in the above cited passage.
Tie anointing mentioned by the apotle wes ol

ministered with the ultimate object of the ressnre.
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tion of bodily health, the forgiveness of sins merely
spoken of as an accident,” but the restoration of
bodily health was the essence of the ordinance;
and there is not a word in Scripture to warrant the
supposition that the ordinance was ever used when
bodily health did ‘not ensue as the necessary con-
sequence. These remarks show that the ordinance
of anointing used in the ancient church was essen-
tially different from the ‘extreme unction of tne
modern church of Rome. According as the power
of miraculous healing was withdrawn from the
church, the unction, which was the sign or emblem
of its application, fell into disuse, and nothing but
the most unequivocal proof of the restoration of
that miraculous gift can justify the use of a rite
which, without it, is an empty sign—a solemn
mockery. The followng extract from an able
writer clearly expresses what we wish to convey
to the reader :—

¢ We say then, that several extraordinary gifis
were by the spirit dispersed amongst the first be-
lievers, for the establishing christianity in the world
and that one kind of these were the gifis of healing.
1 Corinthians xii. 9, 28, 30.

¢ That they who had this power, were directed
by the impulses of the Spirit, when or upon what
persons to exert jt. That being thus directed, they
called upon the name of the Lord with assurance
of the event, and the sick were accordingly re-
stored to their health.

¢« That sometimes they did in this manner heal
the‘sick, upon whom diseases had been inflicted,
as a punishment for some sins they had been
guilty of. ’

¢ ‘That in this direction of St. James, [s any wan
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sick, &c., he refers to these extraordinary gifls o
Realing ; and that he prescribes anointing the sic
erson with oil, in that case only, when the elde:
ew by the Spirit, that the gift of healing was t
be shown, and that the Lord would raise him up.
¢ So that in case of sickness, St. James direc!
the sick person to send for the elders of the Churel
and adds a particular motive 8o to do from the g
of healing, which then flourished in the churel
viz., that if it seemed good to God, which th
elders would assuredly know by the instruction ¢
the Spirit, he should by their praying over him b
restored to his health. In which case, to signif
the supernatural gift of God in raising him uj
they were according to custom to anoint him wit
oil. Whereupon the event would show that thei
prayer was not the prayer of vain confidence, bt
of faith, and that they had not in vain anointed th
sick with oil in testimony of their assurance of hi
recovery ; for as he says, the- prayer of faith sha
save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up. An
to advise the sick man more effectually to take thi
religious course, he adds another motive, that i
that sickness were sent to punish him for some sin
that he had committed, even that should not hinde
his recovery, any more than if it had been inflicte
only for the trial of his faith and patience; for &
sins should be forgiven him.”
It may confirm the truth of these represemts
, tions in the judgment of some to find them co
_ roborated by the reluctant testimony of Roman Ce
" tholic writers: First, then, as to our interpretatio
of James v. 14, setting forth the utter dissimilarit
of the anointing of which it speaks, to the pretende
saorament of extreme unction, it is confirmed by n
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lJess.a personage than a Cardinal of the church of
Rome. Referring to the passage from St. James,
as quoted above, Cardinal Cajetan writes:—

« It neither appears by the words, nor by effect,
that he speaks of the sacrament of extreme unction,
but rather of that unction which our Lord appointed
in the gospel, to be used upon sick persons by his
disciples. For the text does not say, Is any man
wnio death? But absolutely, Is any man sick?
And it makes the effect to be the recovery of the
sick, and speaks but conditionally of the forgiveness
of sins: whereas extreme wunction is not given but
when a man is almost at the point of death, and
as the form of words then used sufficiently shows,
it tends directly to the forgiveness of sins.”

We find another remarkable reference to this
passage of St. James’ epistle in Du Pin’s eccle-
siastical history. Speaking of ecclesiastical dis-
cipline, in the close of his history of the third cen-
tury, this very learned and candid author makes
the following admission:—

¢ There is no mention made in the three first
sges of the church of anointing the sick, which St.
James speaks of, perhaps because it was seldom
used in that time.”

Here is an incontrovertible fact, and one which
establishes beyond all doubt the novelty of the pre-
tended sacrament of extreme unction ; for had there
been such a sacrament the mention of it must have
been as frequent as of baptism, the one being ad-
ministered to all at their entrance into the church,
and the other to all at their departure from the
world. It is impossible to account for the silence
of antiquity on this subject, except on the supposi
tion that the passage in St. James' epistie was woe



170 ' EXTREME UNCTION.

derstood as we, with Cardinal Cajetan, have inter.
preted it.

We have before observed that the Church of
Rome admits that any ordinance, to be entitled to
the name of sacrament, must have been instituted
by Christ himself ; it wx]l therefore, be very need-
ful to ask the church of Rome when her pretended
. sacrament of extreme unction was instituted? All
the information which she can give us on this sub-
JDct is contained in the following extract from Dr.

oyle s Christian Doctrine :—

What is the fifth Sacrament ?

A Extreme Unction.

Q. When did Christ institute it?

A. The time is uncertain: some think it was in-
statuted at his last supper ; others, that it was done
betwixt his resurrection and ascension.

When a number of witnesses are examined as to
any fact, the credibility of their affirmation concern-
ing the fact is invalidated by discrepancies in their
testimony. Apply this simple principle to the point
in hand. Here are a number of witnesses, all
asserting that Christ instituted a certain rite—
false witnesses can easily agree among themselves
to assert a simple matter of fact, but their hesita-
tion to answer the questions proposed to them on a
cross-examination, betrays their knavery. We say
to one class of the witnesses who are produced in
the case before us—« When did Christ instituto
your pretended sacrament of extreme unction1”
But they give no direct reply ; they evade rather
than answer the question. They say—< The time
is uncertain.” We propose the same question to
another class of the witnesses, and they, too, mani-
festing a disinclination to commit themselves by an
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unequivocal reply, tell us that  they think it was in.
stituted at the last supper.” Dissatisfied with such
doubtful testimony on so important a point, we turn
to a third class of witnesses, but their testimony
throws a thicker shade of doubt over the subject of
inquiry, for while they manifest as much reluctance
as the former witnesses to hazard a distinct testi.
mony, they contradict the evidence of the other
witnesses, by stating it to be their opinion that the
rite in question was instituted by Christ ¢ betwixt
his resurrection and ascension.” Such is the evi-
dence which the church of Rome adduces in sup-
port of the divine institution of her pretended sa-
crament of extreme unction—evidence which
would be deemed utterly insufficient to establish any
common matter of fact in a court of justice : such,
we repeat, is the only evidence which the church of
Rome can adduce in vindication of a rite which she
would have us believe is a divinely-appointed chan.
nel of salvation to the sinner’s soul ; and this is the
church which taunts us with the uncertainty and
vacillation of our faith, and vaunts herself in the
possession of an unwavering certainty; but when
put to the test, she is constrained to admit that she
has no better ground for one of her most important
ordinances than the contradictory opinions and un-
certain guesses of some of her members.



ON

MIRACLES.

BY THE REV. E. C. BREWER.

I consider MiracLEs to be one of the st
evidences in favour of a revelation from God, and
that we are accustomed to believe Jesus Christ to be
the promised Messiah, and the Apostles his chosen
servants, because they had the power of perform.
ing miracles in attestation of their divine com-
mission ; our Lord himself said to the Jews, « [
have a greater witness than that of John,” (and
what was that greater witness) ¢ the works that I
do they bear witness of me, that the Father hath
sent me.” And again he said, « though ye believe
not me, believe my works.”

To this evidence both Christ and his Apostles
frequently appealed, as incontrovertible proof ; the
force of which is shown in several instances, but in
none more cogently than in the reply of the blind
man, who was cured of his blindness by the clay
which our Lord made ; for being interrogated by
the cavilling and incredulous synagogue he re-

lied, ¢ why herein is a marvellous thing, that ye
gnow not whence he is, and yet he hath opened mine
eyes, if this man were not of God he could do
nothing.”

Hence if I were asked, how do you know that,
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Jesus was the Christ of God? How do you know
that the Apostles were not impostors ? I would re-
ply, ¢ I believe them for their work’s sake, if these
men were not of God they could do nothing,” the
miracles they performed are a sufficient guarantee.

But the very power of working miracles by which
I would prove Christ and his Apostles to be the
foundation of the Church of God; by the very
same power of working miracles I would maintain,
that the Pope and his agents are the Church of
Satan.

The truth of the christian religion is established
by miracles: the identity of the ¢ great apostacy
of the latter days” is established in the same way ;
my argument, which I ‘think is worth the attention
of my fellow Protestants, is simple, short, and scrip-
tural, it is as follows :—It was predicted by Christ
himself, as a warningto the Church, that false
Christs, and false prophets, and false teachers’
should appear after his death, to draw christians
from the faith.

These false Christs, and false prophets, and false
teachers, were to support their delusions by ¢ great
signs and wonders,” so great indeed, ¢ that if it
were possible they should deceive the very elect.”

If, therefore, I were asked, how are we to know
4 false Christs, and false prophets?” I would re.
ply, ¢ by ‘their signs and wonders.” These are the
very test and proof given by Christ himself, and
always have been, and always will be the evidence
of falsehood in religion. The Egyptian magicians
Jannes and Jambres proved themselves to be the
-agents of darkness by imitating the miracles of

oses; and Rome has proved herself to be the
Babylonish harlot, the great two-horned beest, e
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apostacy of the latter times, by the very same
means.

How are we to know this dreadful corruption?
we are not without warning, “behold (said our
Lord,) I have told you before it come, that when it
comes to pass, ye may believe thatl am he.” St.
Paul also, has not left us without warning ; speak-
ing of this false Church he says, « Its coming is
after the working of Satan, with  all power, and
signs, and lying wonders.”

If, therefore, Popery had been more modest, and
not laid claim to thia power of doing miracles, no
one, with any show of truth, could have branded het
with the stigma which she now carries in her fore.
head. And when we are next assailed by the Po-
pish Priests, and told, as they often tell us, that
their Church is the only true Church, because they
alone have derived and retained from Christ the
power of working miracles, let us be ready with the
reply, that ¢ the two-horned beast of the apocalypee
was to do great wonders, and was to deceive them
that dwell in the earth by means of those miracles
which he had power to do. If this, therefore, be
their strong hold, it is, after all, but a spider’s web,
and a rope of sand.

The Babylonish harlot of the apocalypse was “ to
deceive by reason of those miracles which she had
power to do,” but the Church of Christ never as-
sumed such power either to convert or to deceive.
Antichrist was ¢ to show great signs and wonders,
insomuch as to deceive if it were possible the very
elect,” but Protestants never attempted any thing
of the kind, and therefore we Protestants cannot,
with any show of truth, have this charge buckled on
our backs; the Roman Catholics, on the othes
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band, always insisted on this power, and thue far
at least, have a better claim to the appella.
tion of Antichrist, than we have. The Church of
Christ never pretended to aggrandise itself by
miraculous delusions; therefore, cannot possibly
be “ the two-horned beast that was to deceive by
miracles.” The Church of Rome can boast of
more miracles than members; she always laid
claim to this power, and it is no less than heresy,
to deny, or even to doubt, her pretensions; the
Church of Rome, therefore, has at any rate thie
mark of the two-horned beast. The Priests of
Rome always laid claim to this power; my dear
friends, give it them by all means; give Rome her
boastings, and most arrogant claims, and she will
prove herself to be that sad delusion against which
we are 80 often warned. .

But herein arises a difficulty ; if miracles be the
sign of truth and falsehood too, how shall we know
a revelation from God, from a deceit of Satan?
Whom can we believe? How can we feel assured,
that our -divine Redeemer himself did not, as the
Jews assert, perform his miracles “ through Beel-
sebub, the Prince of devils?” How shall we be
assured, that we are not believing “a cunningly
devised fable,” if miracles be a sign of both truth
and falsehood also ?

Wae feel the force of the objection, and there was
a time when we were staggered by it; but a little
reflection has convinced me, that the solution is
both clear and palpable ; my argument is this,—

Moses worked a miracle on the banks of the Nile,
o show that God, in abhorrence of oppression and
‘idolatry, had sent him to deliver his people from the
yoke of Pharach : the end of the miracle wan ‘o
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glory of God. It was certain that Jehovah ab.
horred oppression. It was likely he would denver
his people. The miracle therefore, was to vindi-
cate the promise and goodness of the Most High.
Jannes and Jambres imitated the miracles of Moses,
but for what purpose? Did they turn their rods
into serpents in order to vindicate the honour of
God? No. Did they turn water into blood to
show the faithfulness of the promise of Jehovah?
No. Did they « bring up frogs upon the land of
Egypt” to honour the servant of the Most High?
No! but on the other hand, to resist the power of
the Almighty, to shackle his people with oppression,
to ratify the tyranny of a blasphemer, to dishonor the
servant of Jehovah, and to establish the domination
of the powers of darkness. Who then can for a
moment believe, that Jannes and Jambres were
endued with power from God, since their power was
exerted to dishonour God? Who, on the other
hand, can believe that Moses was the agent of
Satan, since his miracles were wrought to disarm
the power of Satan, and to exalt the power of God ?
« If Satan be divided against Satan, how can his
kingdom stand 7” and if God be divided against
himself, how can his kingdom be established ?

The end, therefore, for which the miracle is per.
formed, shows plainly by whose power it is wrought ;
and this, is the very criterien given us by God
himself in the book of Deuteronomy, xiii., 1, b.
« If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer
of -dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, and
the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he
spoke unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods
which thou hast not known, and let us serve them;

«hou shalt not hearken unto the words of that pro-
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phet, or that dreamer of dreams, for the Lord your
God proveth you, to know whether ye love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul. Ye shall walk after the Lord your God and
fear him, and that prophet, or that dreamer of
dreams, shall be put to death, because he hath
spoken lo turn you away from the Lord your God,
and to thrust thee out of the way, which the Lord thy
God commanded thee to walk in.”” Here then is the
rule.

If any prophecy be pronounced, or any miracle
performed to turn men away from the pure and
simple worship of God, or to attest any doctrine, or
practice, not commanded in the scripture, then that
prophet, or that worker of miracles, is the enemy
of God, and is not to be believed. Let us apply this
test to the Church of Rome: let us weigh ber
miracles by the word of God; and I fearlessly
affirm, that Rome and her miracles will both be
found wanting.

Remember the rule is this: if any of the mira.
cles of the Church of Rome have been exhibited to
prove doctrines and practices not actually com-
manded in the word of God, they are « lies and de-
lusions ;” but if, on the other hand, they have been
performed in order to establish doctrines and prac
tices agreeable to revelation. thev, if those won-
ders be established on sufficient evidence, we are
bound to believe that they were from God. There
are no miracles so common in the history of Po-.
pery as those wrought by the Papal Church to vin.
dicate her absurd dogma respecting the host (as it
is called,) or the sacrifice of the mass; and why?
because this dogma is so palpably absurd, so con.
tradictory to reason and the scuses, 80 grosly %
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variance with common sense, that this deluded
Church has always felt it necessary to bolster it up
with « signs and wonders.”

It has been said, never believe a person who
swears a thing to be true. And I say to Rome, if
common sense, if right reason, if plain revelation,
if these be on your side, what need of miracles to
prove, what nobody will deny? But if common
sense, if reason, and revelation be all opposed t-
this dogma, not all the miracles of Satan and hi
emissaries can ever make it credible.

To the law then and the testimony. We read,
that, ¢ without shedding of blood there is no re-
mission;”’ and again, «“ Now once in the end of the
world hath Christ appeared to put away sin by the
sacrifice of himself, and as it is appointed for men
once to die, and after death the judgment, so Christ
was once offered to bear the sins of many.”

Hence we learn three things,

1. That without shedding of blood there is no re-
mission. h

II. That in order to obtain remission, Christ shed
his own blood. .

III. That this offering was made once for all. .

Such is the plain language of scripture: suppose
now, “1I could call down fire from heaven” to
prove, that remission of sins can be obtained with-
out blood-shedding, g.e. by merely sucking a piece
of backed dough; ought you to believe me? cer-
tainly not. God has distinctly admonished us, 1st,
that without shedding of blood there is no remission;
and 2ndly, that false prophets should arise, and
show great wonders to deceive many. The faith-
fal disciple, therefore, can have no ground for
hesitation and doubt.
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Again, suppose I were to say, that Christ is
offered up in the Sacrifice of the mass every Wed-
nesday and Friday during Lent, and every Sun-
day throughout the year; and. suppose that, in
order to obtain your belief, I "could heal the sick,
cure the blind and lame, turn water into blood,
Jough into flesh and bones, and so on; again I say,
you are not to oppose miracle to miracle, and
nullify the power of Christ by the power of Rome.

Christ has forewarned you, and bade you “ to
hold fast sound doctrine,” and not be blown about
“ by every wind.”

Miracles, therefore, to prove the falsity of scrip-
ture, cannot be from God, but from Satan; and the
Church, which lays claim to the power of working
miracles to contradict plain scripture, is not the
Church of God, but ¢ the synagogue of Satan.”

I will now read to you one, among the thou-
sand miracles uttered by Rome, to prove her dogma
about the host. It was first published at Paris in
1633 by Friar Leon, with the approbation of two
Doctors of Theology, and reprinted in 1821.

¢« In the year of our Lord, 1290, in the reign of
Philip the fair of France, a poor woman who had
pledged her best gown with a Jew for thirty pence,
saw the eve.of Easter day arrive without the means
of redeeming the pledge. Wishing to receive the
sacrament on’ that day, she went and besought the
Jew to let her have the gown for that occasion,
that she might appear decent at Church. The Jew
said, he would not only consent to give her back the
gown, but would also forgive her the money lent,
provided she would bring him the host, which she
would receive at the altar. The woman instigated
by the same fiend as Judas, promised, for \eiwey
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pence, to deliver into the hands of a Jew the same
Lord, as the traitorous disciple had sold for thirty.
pieces of silver.

The next morning she went to Church, received
the sacrament, and feigning devation, she concealed,
the host in her handkerchief; went to the Jew’s
house, and delivered it into his hands.

. No sooner had the Jew received it, than he took

a penknife, and laying the host upon the table,
stabbed it several times, and behold blood gushed
out from the wounds in great abundance. (The
crowning of thorns.)

The Jew, no way moved by this spectacle, now
endeavoured to pierce the host with a nail, by dint
of repeated blows with & hammer, and again blood
rushed out. (From the baked wafer.)

Becoming more daring, he now seized the host,
and hung it upon a stake, to inflict upon it (the
wafer) as many lashes, with a scourge, as the body
of Christ received from the Jews of old.

Then, snatching the host from the stake, he
threw it into the fire; and, to his astonishment, saw
it moving unhurt in the midst of the flames.
Driven now to desperation, he seized a large knife,
and endeavoured to cut the host to pieces, but in
vain. .

And as if to omit no one of the sufferings en-
dured by Jesus on the cross, he seized the host
again, hung it in the vilest place in the house, and
pierced it (the wafer) withrthe point of a spear,
and again blood issued from the wound. (Of tha
baked paste.)

Lastly, he threw the host into a cauldron of boil.
ing water, and, instantly, the water was turned into
blood ; and lo! the host was seen rising out of the
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water in the form of a crucifix, and Jesus Christ
was again seen dying on the cross. The Jew having
crucified the Lord afrcsh, now hid himself in the
darkest cellar of the house; and a woman, havi

entered the house, beheld the affecting pictureu;%
the passion of our Lord again exhibited on earth.
Moved with fear, she fell on her knees, and made
on her forehead the sign of the cross, when, in a
moment, (mark my friends the sequel) the body of
Jesus Christ, which was suspended on the cross
over the cauldron, turned into the host again, and
{umped into a dish, which the woman held in her

and. '

The woman took it to the Priest, told the story 1
have repeated to you, and the Jew was seized, sent
to prison, and burnt alive.

The penknife, with which the host was pierced ;
the blood, that flowed from the wounds; the caul.
dron, and the dish are all preserved, as an infallible
proof of this miracle.”’

here, my christian friends, is a far-famed speci.
men of Romish miracles, corroborated by high au-
thority, and -said, ¢ to contain nothing contrary to
faith nor morals.” I venture to affirm that a more
gross and infamous ¢ old wives’ fable” was never
invented, by any crazy beldame, that ever scared
a village.
In regard to the worship of saints and of the Vir.

Mary it is written, “ Thou shalt worshi!) the
rd thy God, and him only shalt thou serve,” and
again, ¢ Let no man beguile us of our reward in a
voluntary humility, and worshipping of angels,” i.e.
Let no man persuade us, through false humility, to
worship saints rather than God, and thereby beguile
us of the . reward of worship, the answer ‘o cux
prayers.
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In reference to purgatory we read, ¢ Blessed anz
the dead that die in the Lord, for they rest from
their labour;” and again, “ as the tree falls »
must it lie,” and so on.

Now, admitting the miracles recorded by P.
Gregory to be facts, yet, in as much as they were
peri%:med to establish doctrines and practices in

the Church at variance with revelation, we are
bound to reject their authority as testimony ; they
were not from God but from Satan, ¢ who wasa
liar from the beginning, and the father of lies.”

I remember one or two of Pope Gregory’s mira.
cles. He mentionsa large river being turned from
its course, in attestation of one of the Popish tenets,
merely by a monk pointing out with his finger a
new channel. '

He tells us of an inundation. which rose above
the roof of the Churches, but, because Mass was
being performed, although all the doors and win-
dows were wide open, the pious flood knew good
manners too well to enter.

He tells us of holy oil and holy water which
never wasted, and of guineas stamped and milled,
falling in showers from heaven into the laps of the
monks, sent to them doubtlessly by that Jesus who
said, “ Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon
earth;” or by that Peter who said, ¢ Silver and
gold have I none.”

These are a few of the most ratiomal of his
fables, misealled miracles. I could mention others
0 absurd, so outlandishly and intolerantly foolish,
that I question whether the idiot would believe
them, who mistakes the moon for a cream cheese.

But it is said by some, fhat 2\ \hews tnstances
soourred in the Dark Ages, snd fhel Wi ~wery
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different now. Allow me, however, to affirm, that
it is not very different now, but rather precisely the
same, as I will prove to you from undoubted facts.

Shall I refer you to the ¢ Adolorata and
Ecstatica” of Lord Shrewsbury, in order to esta-
blish my assertion ? Shall I tell you of the mum-
mery and mockery now daily witnessed in the
streets of Rome? No: I have in my pocket a
whole encyclopedia of miracles reduced to a nut-
shell ; and this I will exhibit to prove, that delusion.
is not accidental, but essential to the system of the
Church of Rome.

I have the wonder-working Scapular invented in.
the 13th century, but in full vogue this very hour,
yea, actually worn in this very city, by many of
our deluded Roman Catholic brethren. And I have
also with me ¢ the Miraculous Medal,” invented
no later than A. D. 1832. These two talismans
have done more wonders than Aladdin’s lamp, or
Zemira’s ring.

You have all heard about the Carmelite monk,
yet I shall be excused, I doubt not, for telling you
what I did not know myself, till these two little
books were put into my hands. One of them is
called, “ A brief account of the confraternity of
our blessed Lady of Mount Carmel, commonly
called the Scapular,” and the other is called « An
account of the cures and conversions of the Miracu-
lous medal,” both published in 1838.

The Carmelites are so named from Mount Car-
mel, in Galilee, the Mount on which the prophet
Elijah saw the little cioud rise from the sea, after
the long drought, mentioned in 1 Kings xviii.
41.—45.

Well, Elijah, (so they say) was the founder of
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this order of the blessed Virgin, A.C. 930- In
much the same way, I suppose, as free-masonry
was founded by Asshur, the buildef of Babel and
Nineveh. " Be that as it may, the Carmelites are
named from Carmel, in Galilee. Allow me to
read the passage referred to in the Book of Kings:
« Elijah went up to the top of Carmel, and he cast
himself down upon the earth, and put his face be-
tween his knees, and said to his servant, go up now,’
look toward the sea, and he went up and looked,
and said there is nothing. And Elijah said go
again seven times. And it came to pass at the
seventh time, that he said, behold there ariseth a
little cloud out of the sea, like a man’s hand. And
Elijah said, go up, say unto Ahab, prepare thy
chariot, and get down, that the rain stop thee not,
and in the mean time the heaven was black with
clouds and wind, and there was a great rain.”

Now, I ask, what do you suppose that little cloud
meant? I in my simplicity, always thought it a
mere cloud, such as sailors call the ox-eye, a little
speck in the horizon, which always precedes a
storm.

Alas, my friends, it was no such thing; that
cloud was the Virgin Mary, the rain was Jesus
Christ, and the wind was the Holy Ghost, for thus
we read in the Scapular, p. 14, Elijah “ knew
from a prophetical notion, that the little cloud signi-
fied the Virgin Mary, who was to spring forth from
the bitter sea of our corrupt nature without cor-
ruption, and being resolved with the force of the
Holy Ghost, (the wind) she was to water this bar-
ren world with the heavenly dew of the expected
Messiah, and therefore Elijah founded on this
mountain a holy congregation, dedicated to the

honour of this Sacred Virgin)” ({he e Sond\ -
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I call this wonderful information, and I will defy
any one to evolve it from the simple reading of the
Bible, who, therefore, can doubt the immense value
of this little black book.

Hear another, equally illustrious: we read Acts
ii. 5, that on the day of Pentecost, when the miracu-
lous gifts of the Holy Ghost were sent down upon
the Apostles, there were, at Jerusalem, ¢ devout
men out of every nation under heaven.” I igno-
rantly imagined, that the feast of Pentecost, bei
one of the great festivals, when God command
all the Jews to assemble in the holy city to cele-
brate the feast, was the occasion why, at this first
time, there were so many devout foreigners in the
city of David, Parthiansand Medes, Phrygians and
Pamphilians, and so on. But, Sir, it was no such
thing; for we read in the Scapular p. 23, that
« Mary used often to go to Carmel and talk to the
monks about her son; by her conversation, she in-
duced many to embrace the faith of Christ, but a
general conversion did not happen till the feast of
Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came, (not as we
'm{:ne on the Apostles,) but upon the Carmelits

; for Wastelius, Theophilad and others show,
that the successors of Elias were those disciples
mentioned by St. Luke, on whom the Holy Ghost
descended.” -

8till another:—In the 3rd century, Simon Stock
was chosen General (as it is called) of Mount Car-
mel, this man was so named, because he had lived
like a madman, for twenty years in the stock, or
trunk of an old oak tree, * hollowed out (says the
Scapular, p. 7,) whether by nature, or art, or the
hands of angels, we know not, for the habitation of
this holy hermit; here he lived on roots snd hevus,
and sometimes bread, brought to him by @ dog”
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Thus many days passed by : but one night as he
was on his knees, praying to the Blessed Virgin, (I
quote from the Scapular, p. 9,) there appeared to
him the great mother of God, arrayed with the
brightest splendours, and accompanied by a great
number of happy spirits, holding the sacred Scapu
lar in her hands; she said to him, in Latin, ¢ Take
my beloved son, this habit of your order. a privi.
lege to thee, and all Carmelites. Whoever shall
die with it, shall not suffer eternal fire. It is a sign
of salvation, a safeguard in danger, a covenant
peace!” Having said these words, she left the
sacred habit in his hands, and vanished from his
sight.—« Ecce signum.” ‘

Here, my friends, behold this sacred livery,—
this safeguard from danger, this covenant of peace,
this sign of everlasting salvation, this redeemer
from eternal fire. It comes from Ireland; it has
been consecrated by right reverend authority, and
worn by a devout Papist, as an awaalet.
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This habit is worn in the following way. The
head is put between the two pieces of tape, and the
brown cloth lies either upon the shoulders, like an
epaulette, or else, one end rests upon the nape of
the neck, while the other lies upon the ches'.

P. 55. It must be made of cloth, serge, or stuff,
but not of silk; it may, however, be lined with silk,
or embroidered with gold and silver.”

And why may it not be made of silk? ¢ Because
Baronius says, that the Virgin Mary never wore
silk, but woollen, and that of a brown, or native
(undyed) colour.”

The monk Baronius might with great safety say,
that the Virgin Mary did not wear silk ; for silk
was sold, many centuries after the death of Christ,
for its weight in gold. And the Emperor Aurelian,
at the end of the 3rd century, although the Monarch
of Rome, the richest and most luxurious empire in
the world, refused his Empress a robe of silk on
account of its enormous expense. If, therefore,
a Roman Emperor, 800 years after, could not afford
to purchase a silk robe even for his queen, Baronius
may with great confidence affirm, that Mary the
wife of a poor Jewish artist, did not wear silk.

But, Sir, allow me, with all brevity, to relate,
what are the benefits to be conferred by wearing
this woollen cloth.

First, (p- 11—12.) « The Virgin will never per-
mit those who wear her habit o be damned ; but at
all times, and particularly at the hour of death will
extend to them the most powerful aid, so that their
souls will not be the unhappy prey of fraudulent
and deceitful demons, who (continues the Scapular)
" have often been heard to lament and howl horribly,
saying, < Woe isme! Woe, woe 0 us from the Sa~
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cred Scapular!” And as the stag of Cesar was
Lr:served from the hounds, because he wore round
neck this inscription, “ Noli me tangere quia
Ccesaris sum,” Don’t touch me for I am Casar’s ;
so the Carmelite is saved from the foul fiend, be-
cause he reads on the sacred habit, ¢ Noli the tan-
ﬁre quia Mariee sum,” Don’t touch me for I am
ary’s. Oh, happy Carmel, (exclaims the Scapu-
lar, p. 12,) who have Mary for your mother, who,
by h'?,r protection, puts to death the infernal ser-:
nt !

P. 44. Father Alphonso declares, that during
one of the processions of the holy Scapular, Satan
was heard to exclaim, that the greatest adversary
he had in the world was the holy Scapular, for ke
had lost more souls by that holy vest, than by any
other means.” ’

P. 12. Another privilege conferred by the Scapu.
lar is, * Protection from every danger both carnal
and spiritual, for "tisa helmet and breastplaie against
all the fiery darts of the wicked one ; ’tis a safeguard
from every peril, whether from man, the elements,
or Satan ; itis a protection and defence against fire,
and thunder and lightning ; many tempests (con-
tinues the Scapular] p. 65,) have been appeased by
this sacred habit ; many fires have been quenched ;
many sorts of infirmities cured; witcheraft, fasci-
nation, and enchantments remedied; and many
have been freed from devils, from fire and water,
from sickness, and accidents, by merely wearing
the Sacred Scapular.”

The third privilege connected with this brown
rag is the “Bulla Sabbatum,” which is given in
the following terms in the book of the Holy Scapu.
lar, p. 18. ¢ John XXIL., sovereign Pontiff, finding
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the Church harrassed by a schism raised by Louis
IV. prayed daily to the Virgin to liberate the
Church from impending calamities. One day, as
he rose from his knees, the glorious quecn of hea
ven appeared to him, clad in the Carmelite habit,
and told him that, ske would go down into purgatory
every Saturday, to free such souls, as she found there
carrying her holy habit.”” But there appears, a
slight oversight in the Virgin in this promise, me-
thinks she was somewhat troubled with shortness of
memory ; I think we were told before, that those
who died wearing the Scapular ¢ should never go
into purgatory;” if they never go there, I cannot
see how the Virgin Mary can fetch them out thence.

I find in this book eighty-six stations specified by
name; and of these stations fourteen are dedicated
to the Virgin Mary ; fourteen are dedicated to St.
Peter; and how many times do you imagine the
name of Jesus or of Christ occurs? How many of
these eighty-six stations do you suppose are dedi-
cated to our Great Redeemer? NOT ONE!!!

I find St. Mary, Mark, Peter, Stephen, Paul,
Laurence, Sabine, George, John, Cicily, Ballino,
Sixtus, Susannah, Sylvester, the apostles, and so on,
but the name of Jesus, or of Christ, is no where to
be found. Does not this show, that Jesus Christ is
a mere scape goat in the Papal Church? a mere
gloss for Mary and the saints ? instead of being the
Alpha and Omega, he is a meére cipher added to
others, to augment their value.

I must now call your attention for a few moments
to another wonder of this wonder-working Church.
No musty legend of the Dark Ages; no story of
days gone by ; but altogether a modern wonder, a
wonder of the 19th century, of civilized France, ™
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these her high and palmy days, an honour to the
reign of the present King, the wise and enlighten.
ed Louis Phillipe. :

I am now going to exhibit the celebrated ‘mira
culous medal.

The rays represent the graces, which the Virgin
obtains for men.

The cross, &c. stand for Jesus, Mary, and the
Trinity.

The hearts, are those of Jesus and Mary.

The dagger in one of the hearts, is symbolical of
that scripture, « a sword shall pierce through thine
own soul.” o

The “ Hi coculorum” to be used is inscribed
round the medal, ¢ O Mary, conceived without sin,
pray for us, who have recourse to thee.” Whoever
will say these words, and wear the medsl, may do
anything ; not only remove mountains, but turn
mountains into men.

Allow me, my friends, to state to you the origin
of this wonderful brass farthing. In the year 1830
a certain novice in Paris saw, while at prayer, a pic-
ture, representing the Virgin Mary with her hande

stretched forth ; from her fingers \neve wsved
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bundles of rays, and a voice exclaimed, ‘ these mnys
are the graces, which Mary obtans for men, and
they flow abundautly from Franvee.” Around the
picture were these words in letters of gold, « Q
Mary conceived without sin, pray for us, who have
recourse to thee.” In a few minutes the picture
turned over, and showed the reverse side, on which
were the letter M surmounted by a cross, and un-
derneath the hearts of Jesus and of Mary, After
the sister had gazed a few minutes the voice again
exclaimed, « It is necessary to have a medal struck
after this model, and whosoever shall wear it, and
use the prayer, shall enjoy the especial protection
of the mother of God.”

The sister deferring to carry out the command for
six months, the picture again returned, and up-
braided her with neglect ; and so with the consent
of the Archbishop of Paris, in the year 1832 the
medal was struck, and thousands and tens of thon-
sands have been since distributed.

Buch is the history of this magic coin; to read
you the many wonderful cures it has effected would
carry me beyond midnight, I will however give you
a brief specimen, and leave you to infer.its univer-
sal application, % ex pede Herculem.”

I find among the list of cures the following : hydro-
phobia, blasphemy, consumption, hernia, leprosy,
madness, broken joints, phrensy-and infidelity, apo-
plexy, blood spitting, cancer, paralysis, murder, old
age and infirmity ; of these, my friends, with your
permission I will read just one or two.

P. 7. A child, five years old, unable to walk, had
been under the hands of all the most skilful doc-
ors in Paris, but without any beneficial effects, at_
laat the dischnsolate mother put.the medal on tha
child, and it was cured in & moment.
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In 1833, a soldier was brought into the hospitai
of Alencon, of most impious and brutal manners,
and was evidently at the point of death; nothing
could relieve his pain, or soften his brutality, or
check his blasphemy, till one night, one of the sis-
ters of the ward hung a medal, out of sight, at the
fout of his bed, and the man was converted into a
lamb of Christ.

Mon. Boulangier in 1833, was suffering from a
tumour, which was as big as a man’s head, the sur-
geons had all given him over, but upon receiving a
medal, the tumour instantly subsided, and the man
was as well as ever.

But I can beat that by the following anecdote,
«a young lady aged twenty-seven, had dislocated
her hip, and nothing could cure her, the leg was con.
tracted six inches, and appeared witherad and life-
less. One Friday night having laid a medal on the
place, the pain ceased, the Jimb was lengthened six
inches, grew instantly strdilh and healthy, and the
young lady jumped out of -béd, and cut capers, like
a French dancing master.

At Angora, an old man, feeble and grey headed,
and with one fo:t in the grave, no sooner began to
wear the medal, than he was restored to health and
vigour, and was able to work like a man in the
prime of -life.

These, and a hundred other similar enchant.
ments, are recorded in this book as facts, and not

* only so, but are printed and reported by the highest

authority, as proofs of the divine power, and im.
maculate holiness, of the Church of Rome.

My dear friends, although I may appear as one
that mocks, I here declare, with all solemnity, it
gives me no pleasure thus clearly to discern the
asbuses of this deluded and dcluding Cumrch,
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Would God I could believe, that  her sins which
are many are all forgiven her!”

. Itis no pleasure to me to trace out point after
point the folly and blasphemy of « this cage of un.
clean birds,” no, no! The further I find her re-
moved from the simplicity of the gospel, and the
more firmly I believe her an apostate priesthood,
the more does my heart bleed to think of the many
millions, who have received  her mark upon their
foreheads,” and the more do 1 tremble for the eight
millions of British subjects. who ¢ are bowing to
this Baal, and trusting to this broken reed.”

They call us bigots, because when we weigh
them in the gospel balance, and find them wanting,
we plainly tell them, « their days are numbered.”

They call' us uncharitable, because when we
prove them apostate, we pronounce them “ an ac.
cursed Church,” «if any man preach any other
gospel, let him be accursed.” *

hey call us seditious, because when we see
this Jezebel, and remember what she has done, we
would have her « thrown down from her high place,”
and no longer “ exalt herself against the Lord.”

They call us unchristian, because we tell them,
their arrogant infallibility, their traffic in sin, their
salvation by works, their abuse of penance, absolu-
tion, and indulgences, their absurd miracles and
« lying wonders,” are ali as plainly counter to the
tenor of the Bible, as if God had sealed them
with his anathema, or written with his finger on
the forehead of Rome,—Mystery, Babylon the Great

But, my Christian friends, are we bigots, are we
uncharitable, are we seditious, are we unchristian,
because we warn them, while there is hope. to
¢ purge themselves from these,” lest the Laxd
shouid say, wnen there 18 no room for regrniencR,
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% Depart ye cursed into everlasting fire, prepared
for the devil and his angels.”

To you my Protestant brethren, allow me to ad-
dress one word at parting. Remember it is not the
pame of Christ, or of Protestant, will secure salva-
tion, or keep you in the terrible day of the Lord;
search well your hearts, and see if you are not
leaning on some' ¢ withered branch,” some « holy
Scapular,” or ¢ miraculous medal” of your own
righteousness to save you in the ¢ day of terrors.”
Are you seeking to have some hand in your own
salvation 7 to compromise your duty? to look to
your Churches and exertions, as to meritorious
works, to ¢ set off”’ against your sins? If so, you
are, after all, a Papist in your heart; if so, you are
nambered with thoso transgressors ; if so, I say
unto you with all the ardour, and all the affection,
and all the sincerity of a minister and a brother,
« Touch not the unclean thing, for strong is the
Lord God who judgeth her.” Repent, repent, or
else the bright angel of the Church ¢shall come
unto you quickly, and fight against you with the
sword of his mouth.” But, and God grant it may
be the case with all now present, « him that over-
cometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my
God, and he shall go no more out, and 1 will write
on him (not the name of Mystery) bnt the name
of God; (not Babylon the Great) but the name of
the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem; (mot
the Mother of harlots and the abomination of the
earth,) but I will write upon him my (own) new
name,” says the « Alpha and Omega, the beginning
and the end.”



A CHRONOLOGICAL 'TABLE

or

POPISH PECULIARITIES IN DOCTRINE AND PRACTICR

In the third century the sacraments were cor-
rupted. Oblations for the dead and a monastic
life came into fashion.

Fourth century.—The clergy first prohibited
marriage. Pilgrimages grew into repuve. Relics
much esteemed. Discovery of the supposed real
cross of Christ. Festivals in honour op the mar-
tyrs. Sanctuaries allowed.

Fifth century.—Pictures and imnges introduced;
also prayers for the dead. Superst:tious reverence
for the sacrament. Change of puolic for private
confession. Incense and tapers used in the church.
Rage for accumaulating relics.

Sixth century.—The Lord’s supper esteemed a
sacrifice. The bishops of Rome claimed univer-
sal supremacy. Rivalship between the bishops of
Rome and Constantinople. Title of “ Most Cath-
olic” given to Recared, King of Spain, on his
Jjoining the Church of Rome. Name of the Virgin
Mary and the archangels, Michael and Gabriel,
joined in solemn oaths. Gregory composed the
mass bearing his name, and increased the ceremo-
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nies of the church. Holy water introduced. Ton:
sure of the clergy enjoined as a part of their ordi
nation.

Seventh century.—The twelfth Council of To-
ledo released the subjects of Wamba from their
allegiance to their sovereign. Saints publicly in-
voked. )

Eighth century.—Image worship ordained.
Pope Gregory absolved the people of Rome from
their allegiance to the emperor, and forbade
payment of tribute from Italy. Commencement
of the Pope's temporal dominion. The practice
of kissing the Pope’s foot on his accession to the
Papacy introduced. Monks and superior clergy
invested with the appendages and prerogatives of
sovereign princes. Rites and customs of Pagan-
ism transferred to Christianity. The offices of the
priesthood rendered necessary to the validity of
marriage by Charlemagne. The rage for relics
and pilgrimages greatly increased.

Ninth century.—Transubstantiation introduced.
Festivals in honour of the saints increased. The
custom of carrying the cross before the Pope com-
menced. Ordeal. Trials practised. .

Tenth century.—Agnus Dei invented. Bells
baptized. John XVI. and Gregory V. were rival
Popes. Many bishops maintained that the Roman
pontiff was universal bishop, whose see was the
whole world. The clergy very ignorant, many
being incapable of repeating even the apostle's
creed. Purgatory produced great terror. Cursing
by bell, book, and candle invented, with other
solemnities of excommunication. The rosary and
crown of the Virgin instituted.

Eleventh century.—The Roman poutiffs deco-
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rated with the title of masters of the world, and
Popes or universal fathers. Antipopes. Pope.
Benedict IX. sold the pontificate to Gregory VI,
called “bloody,” for his martial rage. Three
Popes at once, Benedict, Sylvester, and Gregory.
Clement 1II. and Victor III. were rival Popes.
The first crusade to the Holy Land. Divine ser-
vice prohibited in any other Yanguage than Greek
and Latin. .

Twelfth century.—The number of sacraments
fixed at seven. Antipopes. Indulgences granted.

Thirteenth century.—The cup denied to the la-
ity. Transubstantiation confirmed by the Lateran
Council. The jubilee set up. The Emperor Fred-
erick IL excommunicated by the Pope for delaying
a promised crusade. Pope Gregory II erected
new kingdoms and disposed of the crowns. He
excommunicated various sovereigns. Innocent
III. excommunicated Philip, King of France, and

ut his kingdom under an interdict which prohib-

ited the celebration of Divine service in it. Eng-
land under an interdict in the time of King John,
when the churches were closed and the dead
buried in the highways without funeral rites. The
king excommunicated, and all persons ordered to
avold him on pain of excommunication. The
Pope deposed King John, declared his throne va-
cant, and wrote to the King of France to conquer
England for himself. In the reign of Henry IIL
of England, the Pope demanded the fifth of the
ecclesiastical revenues of this kingdom. Po
Innocent 1V. deposed the Emperor F;edericr'
Auricular confession instituted. Procession of the
host began. Crusades against the Albigenses.
The Inquisition established.
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Fourteenth centary.—The Emperor Lewis ex-
communicated for assuming his dignity before ob-
taining the Pope's permission. Innocent IV. in-
stituted festivals in honour of the lance which
pierced Christ, his crown of thorns, and the nails
of crucifixion. Clement V. appropriated the rev-
enues of vacant bencfices, which originated the
first fruits. Indulgences first publicly sold.

Fifteenth century.—Three Popes at one time.
Huss'and Jerome of Prague burned.

Sixteenth century.—The Pope and the Ven-
etians at war. Institution of Jesuits. Sale of in-
dulgences by Tetzel. Luther summoned to Rome;
a bull against him; excommunicated. Counci
of Trent held in 1545. Henry VIIL cited before
the Pope. England laid under an interdict.
Massacres of the Waldenses and of St. Bartholo-
mew.

Seventeenth century.—Powder-plot. Irish mas-
sacre, in which upwards of 200,000 were sacrificed
in a few months.

Nineteenth century.—Massacre of Protestants
in the south of France. The Pope issued a bull
against the Bible Society.



GENERAL REMARKS ON POPERY.

The compiler of these pages has endeavoured,
as much as possible, to avoid expressing that in-
dignation which some of its doctrines would call
forth, and that ridicule which some of its absurdi-
ties richly merit. Its doctrines and rites are best
seen by comparing them with Scripture. The
Catholics have a translation of their own, and yet
they have never been able sufficiently to distort it
to make it suitable to their purpose, and hence they
keep the word of God back from the people under
the pretence of its being too difficult to understand ;
but, in truth, to prevent their own deeds being
brought to the light. Nothing is less alike than
Popery and Christianity. The one is a religion
of sxl)now, the other of simplicity—the one of tyranny,
the’other of love—the one of hypocrisy, the other
of sincerity—the one- of corruption, the other of
purity—the one of darkness, the other of light.

The following charges (printed in Italics) have
been justly made against Popery by one of the
most candid of Protestants, and one of the most
liberal of opponents, Dr. Pye Smith.
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Charge 1.—“ The Roman Catholic system is
Jounded on a false ground of authority. This
ground is, that there exists a visible, universal, and
imnfallible church ; that the Roman community is
that church, and that the Pope is, by Divine right,
its sovereign head.” (Council Trident. Sess. 24,
cap. 12). This is claiming too much for any
earthly community, and excluding from the true
Church of Christ all who do not belong to that one
commaunity. The avowed supremacy of the Pope
has no foundation whatever. He is said to be the
successor of St. Peter; but there is no proof that
Peter ever was bishop of Rome. He was the
apostle of the Jews rather than of the Gentiles;
and had he been bishop of Rome he never claimed
dominion over his fellow-apostles.

Charge IIL.—“ The Roman Catholic religion
tends to weaken and destroy the very essential prin-
ciples of personal religion.”” Itlaysa stressonrites
and ceremonies which the Scripture condemns.
The following sentiments are to be found in its
books. ¢ Infantsdying unbaptized, unless they are
put to death as martyrs, cannot be saved. Contri-
tion, forsaking sin, faith and trust in Christ for the
par&on of it, are of no avail to salvation unless
followed by confession to the priest, and absolution
by him pronounced; or in cases of impossibility, a
wish to have them. An excommunicated person
dying so is out the possibility of salvation. That
the sacraments confer grace from the mere per-
formance of their respective acts.”

Charge IIL— The Roman Catholic religion
requires belief in absurd, unscriptural, and per-
nicious doclrines, as the washing away of sins by

prayers and tears, when the Scripture tells us that
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¢ the blood of Jesus cleanseth from all sin.” "—That
the mass is a real, proper, and propitiatory sacri-
fice, the very same with that offered on the cross,
and beneficial to the living and dead; and that
the bread and wine in the eucharist are changed
into the very real and actual flesh and blood of
Christ. . According to Popery, our Lord does not
die when eaten and drunk. Then he is eaten and
drnk alive! body, soul, and divinity being eaten
and drunk or swallowed together! body, soul, and
divinity going into the stomach and gastric juice.
But, how can our Lord, whole and entire, his body,
soul, and divinity, go into our body or stomach?
Can his whole and entire divinity be contained in
one finite and little body? No. According to this
absurd doctrine, if any particle of the wafer or drop
of the wine fall to the ground unnoticed, it is a
part of our Lord’s body, soul, and divinity; and
this body, &c., has been and is eaten and drunk
millions of times in millions of places, by millions
of people in all ages and in all parts of the world !
Has not the considerate reader sense enough to see
this absurdity ? .
" Charge 1V.—% The Roman Catholic religion
enacts laws and ordinances of discipline and wor-
ship, by its own avowed authority; and denounces
the penalty of everlasting damnation on those who
refuse to submit to its paramount demands.” The
poor Catholic slave is bound to hear mass on Sun-
days and holidays. To fast during Lent, on Em-
ber Day and Vigils, and to abstain from flesh on
Fridays and Saturdays. To confess to the priest
at least once a year, and that about Easter. Not
to solemnize marriage on certain days of the year,
%c. These are laws not derived from the Scrig
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ture, and the observance of them by the supersti-
tious Catholic is put in the place of sractic holi-
ness. The whole system places burdens on men’s
shoulders too heavy to be borne. It is Pharisaism
in perfection, and thoroughly opposed to the ser-
vice of Christ, whose “yoke is easy,” and whose
“ burden is light.”

- Charge V.—% The Roman Catholic system sub-
verts the importance and utility of the Holy Scrip-
tures. It asserts that the word of God is not plain,
easy, and certain : that the unrestrained reading
of 1t does more harm than good : that their tradi-
tions are of equal authority with the Word of God.”
But though Popery prohibits the Bible and other
excellent books, it does not prohibit all books.
Rogers well observes—“ Works that tend to rivet
their chain, people may read; books adapted to
make them more passive in slavery, and more obe
dient to the Pope or priest, they may read, mar
and learn. They are to read lying legemis, an
fabulous lives of real or pretended saints.. They
mtg pore over stupid tales of monkery, feigned
and false accounts of monks and nuns, men and
women who are often idle, ignorant, and immoral.
They may read what will not make them wiser, -
but perhaps confirm them in folly; what will not
make them better, but may make them worse.
In fine, the people asked for bread, and the priest-
hood gave them a stone; the former begged a
fish, and the latter gave a serpent.—Matt. vii.”

Charge VI.—% The Roman Catholic system s
Javourable to the worst description of tyranny, both
public and private. In France, the prostration of
reason and conscience, which is the soul of this sys
Zem, is the slavery of the very mind, and the nuiri
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ment of that most absolute of tyrannies” Their
censuring all who do not belong to their commu-
nion. The practice of -auricular confession, and
the priest’s arbitrary dictation of penances and
satisfactions, while by this practice he unlocks the
secrets of hearts and families, and often turns
matters to the basest purposes of intrigue and vil-
lany. The existence of monastic institutions,
cutting the ties of families asunder, and violatin
all the laws of nature and society. The pretendeg
right of the church, even claiming the making and
unmaking of kings, never yet formally revoked.
Charge VIL—* The Roman Catholic religion
is a persecuting religion. Her pre-eminence in
acts of carnage mo terms can utter. ‘In her is
found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all
the murdered upon the earth!—Rev. xviii. 24.
The oceans of blood whick that remorseless power
has spilt in support of her usurpations rise beyond
all description. They spread horror over ages
of the history of Europe; especially of France,
the Alpine countries, Flanders, and Germany, as
recorded by the most unbiassed writers, and even by
Catholics themselves.” Catholics may, indeed,
find it convenient to deny persecution where Po-
pery has not the ascendancy, but where it has, it
persecutes with all its heart. It is true, as before
acknowledged in another part of these pages, there
~have been some sad instances of persecution by
Protestants; but while persecution is among them
but an accident and no part of their creed, it
is really a constitutional part of and ever has been
embodied with Popery. Popery, indeed, forms so
horrible a picturs in its true colours, that the Cath-
lics, are ashamed to ownit. They say its features
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are distorted, though many of them are deline
by Papists t.hemse?ves. They assert, that its
secutions were not religious, but political de
and that men were not punished for being here
but for being rebels. Even the Holy Inquis
never persecuted, if we are to believe their
reports; they were most tender towards the bc
of the sufferers and would not burn them tt
selves, but having doomed them to be burned, -
the greatest pain and pity, only handed them
to the civil power to execute the sentence! N
was there a more practical comment on
Proverb, that “ the tender mercies of the wi
are cruel.”

To this charge may be added,

Charge VIIL.—“ The Roman Catholic rels,
ts a religion of priestcraft.” It is full of fra
and every false scheme 1s devised which ca
the coffers of the popish church. Money! mo
money ! isthe god of the priests. Not a prayer
be offered, nor a poor soul be delivered from t
fancied pusgatory, but for money! And wh
worse than all, it admits of the worst sins b
committed, and committed for money ; so tha
who abounds in money, may ¢ sin that grace
abound”

Robert Hall has then most appropria
summed up the character of Popery, when
says, in his elegant and energetic manner—
ﬁery, in the ordinary state of its profession, ¢

ines the *form of godliness, with a total de
of its power. A heap of unmeaning ceremor
adapted to fascinate the imagination and eng
the senses; implicit faith in hurman autho
combined with an utter neglect of Divine teachi



'GENERAL REMARKS ON POPERY. 205

ignorance the most profound joined to dogmatism
tgz most presumptuous: a vigilant exclusion of
biblical knowledge, together with a total extinction
of free inquiry, present the spectacle of religion
lying in state surrounded with the silent pomp of
£: . The very absurdities of such a religion
render it less unacceptable to men, whose decided
hostility to truth inclines them to view with com- .

lacency what ever obscures its beauty or impedes
its operation. Of all the corruptions of Christian-
ity which have prevailed to any considerable ex-
tent, Popery presents the most numerous points of
contrast to the simple doctrines of the gospel; and
just in proportion as it gains ground, the religion
of Christ must decline.”

What friend of liberty and happiness can for.
bear rejoicing in the prospects of the final over-
throw of a system which s'ﬁﬁ,s so long fettered the
human mind and covered Christendom with thick
darkness? The gigantic power of Popery must
be overthrown. It will be overthrown. The time
hastens when light shall chase away darkness, and
when liberty shall be proclaimed to the captives.
The sentence of “the man of sin” is pronounced,
% whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of
his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness
of his coming.” The corrupt Church of Rome
shall be swept away as with a deluge. Every
thing is preparing the way for the event. She
trembles at the revolutions of papal states, the
march of knowledge and science, and the irresist-
ible progress of her great antagonist, TaE BisLE
Sociery. She quails at that gospel sound which
is “ gone out through all the earth.” A few more
rolling suns and her glory will be seen to setin
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eternal darkness. ' Then shal] the united myris
of the pure church of Christ break forth into a
universal shout of triumph— Rejoice over h
thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophe
for God hath avenged yon on her;"

: % Fallen, fallen
Is BABYLON TNEK GREAT h—40 Zise no more ”
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