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EDITOR’S PREFACE.

In this philosophic age, when nature, reason
and the rights of man have resumed their em-
pire; when the genius of a great, generous and
brave people, is giving the lastblow to super-
stition and despotism, the publication of a
work, which has greatly contributed to these
events, must be highly acceptable, not only to
the literary world, but even to the community
at large, who eagerly seek after instruction,
the moment they believe it necsssary for their
happiness.

This publication bears a conspicuous rank
among those works, whose free and independ-
ent sentiments have introduced a happy change
in the public mind, and concurred with thae
writings of Rousseau, Mably, Ranal and Vol-
taire, in bringing forward the French Revolu-
tion: A revolution which will probably prove
the harbinger of the complete triumph of reaso
Persecutions and wars will then cease foreve
throughout the civilized world.
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In offering this Translation to the public, I

pay a tribute that every member of society
owes to his fellow-citizens, that of endeavor-
ing to acquaint them with their true rights and
duties, and consequently the means most con-
ducive to their happiness.

—ad
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| A LETTER from the Author to
A FRIEND.

1 receive, Sir, with gratitude the remarks
which you send me upon my work. If I am
sensible to the praises you condescend to give
it, I am too fond of truth to be displ--ased with
the franknees with which you propose your
objections. I find them suciffiently weighty to
merit all my atteation. He but ill deserves the
title of philosopher, who has not the courage
to heur his opinions contradicted. We are not
divines ; our disputes are of a pature to ter-
minate amicably; they in no way resemble
those of the apostles of superstition, who en-
deavor to overreach each other by captiouns
argoments, and who, at the expence of good
faith, contend only to advocate the cause of
their vanity and their prejudices. We both
desire the happiness of mankind, we both
search aflter truth; this being the case, we
cannot disagree.

You begin by admitting the necessity of ex-
amining religion, and submitting opinions to
the decision of rearon. You acknowledge that
Chuvistianity cannot sustain this trial, and that
in the eye of good sense it can never appear to
be any thing but a tissue of absurdities, of un-
connected fables, senceless dogmas, puesile

ceremontes, and no:i:ns borrgwed from the
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Chaldedns, Egyptians, Phenicians, Greciaue
and Romans In one word, you. confess that
this religious system is only the deformed off-
spring of almost all ancient superstitions, be-
gotten by orientil fanaticism, and diversely
modifled by the circumstances and prejudices
of those who have since pretended to be.the
inspired ambassadors of God, and the inter-
preters of his will.

You tremnble at the horrors which the intol-
erant spirit of Christians has caused them to
commit, whenever they had power to doit;
you feel that a religion founded obn u sanguin-

ary deity must be a religion of blood. You

lament that phrensy, which in infancy takes
possession of princes and people, and renders
them equally the slaves of euperstition and her
priests; which prevents their acquaintance
with their true interests, renders them deaf to
reason, and turns them aside from the great
objects, by which they ought to be occupied,—
You confess that a religion founded upon en-
thusiasm or imposture can have no sare princi-

ples; that it must prove an eternal source of -

disputes, and always end in causing troubles,
persecutions, and ravages ; especially when
political power conceives itself indispensibly
‘gbliged to enter into its quarrels. In fine, you
go so far as to agree that a good Christian who
ollows literally the conduct prescribed to him
as the most perfect by the gospel, knaws not
in this world any thing of those duties on which
true morality is founded ; and that if he wants
energy he must prove an useless misanthrope,
or if his temper be warm, a turbulent fanatic.
After acknowledging all this, how could it
happen that you should prenounce my work a
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dangerous one. You tell me that a wise mgn
ought to think only for himself; that to the
populace a religion is neceseary be it good or
bad ; that it is a restraint necessary to gross
and ignorant minds, which, without it, would
have no ionger-any motive for abstaining from
vice. You look ppon a reform of religious
prejudices as impossible, because it is the in-
terest of many of those persoss who alone oan
effect it, to continue mankind in that ignorance
of which themselves reap the advantage.—
‘These, if 1 mistake not, are the weightiest of
your vbjections. I will endeavor to remove
them.

Books are generally written for that part of
a nation, whose circumstances, educatior, and
sentiments, place them above the commission
of crimes. This enlightened portion of society,
which governs the other, reads and judges of
writings ; if they contain maxims false or in-
jurious, they are soon either condemned to o-
blivion, or held up to public execration ; if they
contain only truth, they are not in danger.—
Fanatics and ignorant people are the disturbers
of society. Sensible, enlightened, and disin-
terested persons are ever the friends of peace.

You are not, Sir, of the number of pusillani-
mous thinkers, who believe that truth is capable
of doing harm. It does harm to thosa only
who deceive mankind, and to the rest of the
human species it will always be useful You
ought long to have been convinced that the .
evils with which maukind are afflicted, arise
only from our errors, our prejudices, our inter-
ests misunderstood, and the false ideas we at-
tach to objects. . ,
. In fine, it i easy to see that the policy dnd
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morality of man have been particularly corrup—
ted by their religious prejudices. Was it not
religious and super-natural ideas which cavsed
sovereigns to be looked upon as gods? 1t is
then religion which raised up tyrants and des-
pots; tyrants and despots made wicked laws ;
their example corrupted the great, the great
corrupted the lower classes of mankind ; these
vitiated beings became uvphappy slaves. em-
ployed either in injuring themselves, flatiering
the great, or struggling to get clear of theirx
misery. Kings were stiled images of God :
they were absolute like him; they created
Justice and injustice ; their wills often sanctified
oppression, violence and rapine. The means
of obtaining their favors were vice and mean-
ness. Thas nations became filled with perver-
ted citizens, who, under leaders corrupted by
religious notions, made continually a war, either
open or clandestine, and were left destitute of
nnﬁ motive for practising virtue.
a~ this religion influenced the manners of
sovereigns, who derive their divine power from
it? Do we .not behold princes, overflowing
with faith. continually undertaking the most
unjust wars; waisting the blood an: treasure
of their subjects ; wrenching the bread from the
hands of the poor; permitting and even com-
manding every species of injustice ? Does this
religion, considered by so many sovereigns as
the support of their thrones, render them more
humane, temperate, chaste, or faithful to their
oaths? Alas! when we ronsult history, we
there find sovereigns, whao were orthodox, zeal-
ous and religious to a scruple, and at the same
time guilty of perjury, usurpation, adultery,
robbery, and murder; men, who in fine, be~
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haved as if they feared not the God whom they
honore:l with their mouths. Among the cour-
tiers who surrounded them we see a continual
ailiance of Christianity and vice, devotion and
iniquity, religion and treason. Ameng the
priests of a poor and crucified God, who found
their existence upon religjon, and pretend that
without .it' there could be no morality, do we
not see reigning amongst them, pride, avarice,
wantonness, and revenge? -,

Amongst us, education is very little attended
to by the government, which shews the most
profound indifference concerning an object the
most essential to the happiness of states. With
most modern nations public education is con-
fined to the teaching languages, useless to most
who learn them. Cbristians, instead of morality,
inculcate the marvellous fables and incompre-
hensible dogmas ofa veligion extremely repug-
nant to right reason. At the first step a young
man makes in his studies, he is taught that he
ought to renounce the testimony of his senses,
to reject his reason as an unfaithful guide, and
blindly conform himself to the dictates of his
masters. But who are these masters? Priests,
whose interest it is to continae mankind in er-
rors, of which they alone reap the advantage.*
Can the abject and isolated mind of these mer-
cenary pedagogues be capable of instructing
their pupils in that of which themselves are
iguorgat? will they teach them tolove the pub-
lic goad, to serve their country, to know the du-
ties of the man and citizen ? Certainly, not ;

*The reader will'bear in mind that this publication was
written ;; Fraoce and that ;:en th&;:a:’lﬁlr ;i.o:ttl:m

ries commonly means Roman -
Rme:'m Editor. 4 ,

A2
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we can expect nothing from the hands of such
teachers but ignorant and superstitious pupils,
who, if they have profited of the lessons they
have received, are unacquainted with every
thiug necessary in society, of which they must
consequently become useless members.

On whatever side we cast our eyes, we see
the study of the objects moet important to man,
totally neglected. Morality, in which I also
comprehend policy, is considered of very little
importance in European education.. The only
morality taught by Christians is, the enthusias-
tic, impracticable, contradictory, and uncertain
morality contained in the gospel. This is calcu-
lated only to degrade the mind, to render virtue

. odious, to form abject slaves, and break the
spring of the soul ; or, if it is sown in. warm and
active minds, to produce tarbulent fanatics, ca-
pable of shaking the foundations of society.

Notwithetanding the inutility and perversity
of the morality which Christianity teaches nan-
kind, its partisans presume to teii us that with-
out this religion we cannot have morals. But
what is it to have morals, in the language of
Christians ? It is to pray without ceasicg, to
frequent cburches, to do penance, and to abstain
from pleasure ; it is to live in selfishness and
solitude. What good results to society trom
these practices, ull of which may be observed
b{ a man, who has not the shadow of virtue 2,
If such morals lead to heaven, they are very
useless on earth. Bat certain it is that a man
may be a faithful observer of all that Christian-
ity enjoins, without possessing any of the virtues
which reason shews to be necessary to the sup-
port of political society.

Itis necessary, then, to carefally distingaish
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. Christian worality from political morality ; the

| former. makes saints. the latter citizens ; one

'  makes men useless or even hurtful to the world,

'+ the other has for its object the formation of
inembers useful to society ; men active and vig-
orous, who are capable of serving it, who fulfill
the duties of' hushands, fathers, friends, and
companions, whatever may be their metaphys-
ical opinions, which, let Theolagists say what
they will, are much less sure than the invariable
rules of good sense.

In fact, it is certain, that man is a social be-
ing, who in all things ceeks his own happiness,
that he does good when he finds it his integgst}
that he is not commonly bad, because Vthat
would be contrary to his welfare. This being
premised, let education teach men to know the
relations which exist among themselves, and the
duties arising from those relations ; let govern-
‘ments calling to their aid laws, rewards, and
punishments, confirm the lessons given by ed-
uocation ; let happiness accompauny useful and
virtaous actions, let shame, contempt, arid chas-
tisement be the rewards of vice. Then would

' mankind have a true morality, founded in their

|  own nature upon their mutual wants, and the

i " interest of nations at large. This morality, in-
dependent of the sublime notions of Theology
might perhaps have very little in common with
Christian morality ; but society has nothing to
loose from this circumstance, as has already
heen proved. ‘

When the people receive a lproper education,

which. by inspiring them early in life with vir-

. tuoue principles, will habituate them to do hom-
. .ﬁe to virtue, detest ¢rimes, contema vice, and
shrink from infamy. Such an education cafi-
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not be vain, when continual example shall
prove to the citizens tha' talents and virtue are
the only means of arriving at honor, fortune,
distinction, consideration, and favor ; und that
viee conducts only to contempt and ignominy.
Ifthe clergy have usurped from the sovereign
power the right of instructing the people, let
the latier reussume its rights, or at least not
suffer the former to enjoy the exclusive liberty
. of governing the manners of mankind, and dic-
tating their morality. Let them teach if they
please, that their God transforms himself into
bread, but let them never teach that we ought
to hgte or destroy those who refuse to believe
this ineffable mystery Let no individual in
society have the power of exciting eitizens to
rebellion, of' sowing discord, breaKing the hands
which unite the people amongst one another,
and disturbing the public tranquility, for the
sake of opinions. Ifit be said that all govern-
ments think it their interest to supportreligious
prejuddicgs. and manage the clergy throogh pol-
icy. although they themselves are undeceived.
1 answer, that it is easy to convince every en-
lightened government, that it is their true in-
terest to govern a happy people, that vpon the
happiness it procures the nation depends the
stability and safety of the government ; in one
word. that a nation composed of wise and vir-
tuous citizens, are much more powerful than a °
troop of ignorant and corrupted slaves, whom
the go. ernment is forced to deceivein order to
eatisfy, and to deluge with impositions that it
may succeed in any enterprise.
Thas let us not despair, that .truth will ‘one
day forceits way even to thrones. [Ifthe light
reason and science reaches prinoes with so
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much difficulty, it is because interested priesis
and starveling courtiers endeavor to keep them
in a perpetual infancy, point out to them chi-
merical prospects of power and grandeur, and
thus turn away their attention from objects ne-
cesasary to their true happiness.

Every government must feel that their power
will always be tottering and precarious, so long
as it depends for support on the phantoms of
religion, the errors of the people and the ca-
prices of - the priesthood. It must feel the in-
conveuniences resulting from fanatic adminis-
tration, which have hitherto produced nothing
but ignorance and presnmption, nothing but
obstnate, weak citizens, incapable of doing ser-
vice to the state, and ready to receive the false
impressions of guides who would lead them
astray. It must perceive what immense re-
sources might be derived from the wealth which
has been acenmulated by a body of useless men,
who, under pretensions of teaching the nation,
cheat and devour it*. Upon this foundatien,
{which to the shame of mankind be it said, has
hitherto served only to B3upport sacerdotal
pride) a wise government might raise estab-
lishments which would become usefu! to the
state in forming the youth, cheishing talents,
rewarding virtuous services, and comforting
the people. : ‘

I flatter myself, sir, that these reflections will
exculpate me in your eyes. 1do not hope for the
suffrages of those who feel themselves interest-
ed in the continuance of the evile suffered by
their fellow citizens; It is not such whom 1 aim

*Some have thought that the clergy mjght one day serve
a8 & barrier against despotism, but experience sufficiently
proves that this body always stipulates for itself alone.
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to convince ; nothing can be made to appear
evident to vicious and unreasonable men. But
I presume to hope that you will cease to look
upon my book as dangerous, and my expecta-
tions as altogether chimerical. Many immoral
men have attacked the Christian religion, be-
cause it opposed their propensities ; many wise
men have despised it, because to them it ap-
peared ridiculous : many persons have looked
upon. it with indifference, because they did not
feel its real inconveniences. 1 attack itasa
citizen, because it appears to me to be injorious
to the welfare of the state, an enemy to the
progress of the human mind, and opposed to
the principles of trae morality, from which po-
litical interests can never be separated. It re-
mains only for me to say, with a poet, who
was like myeelf, an enemy to superstition :

e i e {54 88bi Wera videtur,
Dede manus, et si falsa est, accingere contre.

J am, &c.

Db




CHRISTIANITY UNVEILED.

" CHAPTER I.

INTRODUCTION.,

Of the necessity of an enquiry respecting Religion
and the o whick are Miﬂpm'tuiugtﬁi'
enquiry.

A reasonable being ought in all bis actions to
aim at bis own happiness and that of his fellow-
creaturen. Religion which is held up as an ob-
Ject most impertant to our temporal and eternal
felicity, can be advantageous to us only so far
as it renders onr existence happy in this world,
or we are assured that it. will folfill the flatter-
ing promises which it makes us respecting an-
other. Our duty towards God, whom we look
upon as the ruler of our destinies, can be found-
ed, it is said, only oo the evils which we fear
on his part. It is thep neceesary that man
should examine the grounds of his fears. He
ought, for this purpose, to consult experience
and redson, which are the only guides to truth.
By the benefits which he derives from religion
in the visible world which he inhabits, he may
judge of the reality of those blessings for which

it leads him to hope in that invisible world, to
which it commands him to turn his views.

Mankind, for the most part, hold to their reli-

gion through habit. They have never seriously
examined the reasons why they are attached to

®
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it, the motives of their conduct, or the founda-
tions of their opinions. Thus, what has ever
been considered as most important to all, has
been of all things, least subjected to scrutiny.
Men blindly follow on in the paths which their
fathers trod ; they believe, because in infancy
they were told they mast believe ; they hope
because their progenitors hoped, and they trem-
ble because they trembled. Scarcely ever have
they deigned to render an account of the mo-
tives of their belief. Very few me. have lei-
sure to examine, or fortitude to analyge. the ob-
Jjects of their habitual veneration. their blind as-
tachment, or their traditional fears. Nations
are carried away in the torrent of habit, exam
ple and prejudice. Education habituate- the
mind to opinions the most monstrous, as it ac-
customs tge body Lo attitudes the most uneasy.
All that has long existed appears sacred to the
eyes of man ; they thiok it sucrilege to examine
things stampt with the seal of autiquity. Pre-
possessed in favor of the wisdom of their fath-
ers, they have oot the presumption to investi-
gate what has received their sanction. They -
see not that man has ever been the dupe of his
prejudices, his hopes, and his fears ; and that
the same reasons have almost always rendered
this enquiry equally impracticable.

The vulgar, busied in the labors necessary to
their subsistence, place a blind confidence in
those who pretend to guide them, give up to
them the right of thinking and submit without
murmering to all they prescribe. They believe
they shali offend God, if they doubt for a mo-
ment, the veracity of those who speak to them
in his name. The great, the rich, the men of
the world, even when they are more enlighten-
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ed than the voigar, have found it their interest
to conform to received prejudices, and even to
maintaiu them ; or swallowed up in diesipation,
pleasure, and effeminacy, they have no time to
bestow on a religion, which they easily accom-
modhate to their passions, propensities. and fond-
ness for amusement. In childhood, we receive
all the impressions others wish to make upon
us; we bave neither the caparity, experience,
or ecourage, neceseary to examine what is
taught us by those, on whom our weakness
renders us dependent. 1o youth, the ardor of our
passions, and the continoal ebriety of our sen-
ses, prevent oor thinking seriously of a relig-
ion, too austere and gloomy to please ; if by
chance a young man examinee it, he does it
with partiality, or without perseverance; he is
often disgusted with a single .glance of the eye
on an ohject so disgusting. In riper age, new
passions and cares, ideas of ambition, great-
ness, power, the desire of riches, and the hurry
of business. ahsorb the whole attention of man,
or leave him but few moments to think of relig:
ion, which he never has the leisure to scrutin-
ize. In old age, the faculties are blunted, hab-
its become incorporated with the machine, and
the eenses are debilitated by time and infirmity
—and we are no longer able to penetrate back
to the source of our opinions ; besides, the fear
of death then renders an cxamination, over
which terror commonly presides, very liable to
suspicion.

us religious opinions, once received, main-
tain their ground, through a long succession of
ages; thus nations transmit from: generation to
generation, ideas which they have never exam-
ined ; they imagine 'hﬁir welfare to be attached



20

to institutions in which, were the truth known,
they would behold the source of the greuter
part of their misfortunes. Civil aothority also
flies to the support of the prejudices of mankind,
compels them to ignorance by forbidding en<
quiry, and hold itgelf in continual readiness to
Ppunish all who attempt to undeceive themeelves.
. Let us not be surprised then, if we see error
almost inextricably interwoven with human na-
ture. Al things seem to concur to perpetoate
our blindoess, and hide the truth from us, Ty-
rants detest and oppress truth, because it dares
to dispute their unjust and chimerical titles ; it
is opposed hy the Priesthood hecauvse it anbi-
hilates their superstitions. Ignorance, indo-
lence, and passion render the great part of man-
kind accomplices of those who strive to deceive
them, in order t keep their necks beneath the
yoke, and profit by their miseries. Hence na-
tions groan under hereditary evils, thoughtless
of a remedy ; being either ignorant of the cause,
or so long accustomed to disease, that they
have lost even the desire ofhealth. :

If religon be the .object most important to
maukind ; if it extends its influences not only
over our conduct in this Jifé, but over our eternal
happivess, nothing can demand from ys a more
serious examination, Yet it is of all things, that,
respectiog which, mankind exercise the most im-
plicitcredulity. The same man, who examines
with scrupulous nicety, things of little moment to
bis welfare, wholly neglects enquiry concerning
the motives which determine him to believe and
perform things, on which, according to his own
confession, depend both his temporal and eternal
felicity.—He blindly abandons himself to those
whom chance has given him for guides; he con-

-
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Bides to them the care of thinking for him, and
even makes a merit of his own indolence and
credulity. In matters of religion, infancy and
barbarity seem to he the boust of the greater
part of the human race. :
Nevertheless, men have in all ages appeared,

who, shaking off the prejudices of their fellows,
have, dared to lift before their eyes the light of
truth. But what cou!d their feeble voice effect
against errors imbibed at the breast, confirmed
by habit, authorised by example, and fortified
by a poliry which often became the accomplice
of its own ruin? The stentorian clamors of im-
posture, soon overwhelm the calm exhortations
ot the advocates of reason. In vain shall the
philosopher endeavor to inspire mankind with
courage, so long as they tremble beneath the
fod of priests and kings.

The surest means of deceiving mankind and
g)erpelnating their errors, is to deceive them in
ofancy. Amoungst many nations at the present
day, education seems designed omly to form
fanatics, devotees and monke; that is to say,
men either useless or injurious to society, Few
are the places in which it is calculated to form
good citizens. Princes, to whom a great part
of the earth is at present unhappily subjected,
are commonly the victims of a superstitious ed-
ucation, and remain all their lives in the pro-
foundest ignorance of their own duties, and the
true interests of the states which they govern.
Religion seems to have been invented only to
render both kings and the people equally the
slaves of the priesthood. The latter is continu-
ally busjed in raising ohstacles to the felicity of
nations. Wherever this reigns, other govern-
ments have but a precarious power ; and citi-
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zens become indolent, ignorant, destitute of
greutnesa of soul, and in short, of every quality
necessry to the happiness of society.

If. in a state where the Christian religion is
professed, we find some activity, some science,
aund an approach to social maaners, it is because
nature, whenever it is in her power, restores
mankind to reason, and obliges them to labor
for their own felicity. Were al! Christian na-
tions exactly conformed to their principles, they
must be plunged into the most profou:d inac-
tivity, ©Qur countries would be inhabited by a
small number of pious savages, who would
meet only to destroy each other. For, why
should a man mingle with the affairs of a world,
which his religion informs himn is only a place
of passage? What can be the industry of that
people, who believe themselves commanded by
their Giod, te live in continuanl fear, to pray, to
groan. and afllict themselves incessantly ? How
can a society exist which is composed of men
who are ~envinced, thal, in their zeal for relig-
ion, they ought to hate and destroy all whose
opinions differ from their own? How can we
expect to find humanity, justice. or any virtue
amongst a horde of fanatics, who copy in their
conduct a crhel dissembling, and dighonest
God? A God who delights in the tears of his
unhappy creatares, who sets for them the am-
bush, and then panishes them for having fallen
intoit! A God, who himsell ordains robbery,
persecution and carnage !

Sach, however, are the traits with which
the Christian religion represents the God which
it has inherited from the Jews. This God was
a sultan, a despot, a tyrant, to whom all things
were lawful. Yet he is held up to us as a model

1




B

of perfection. Crimes at which humau nature
revolts, have been committed in bis name ; and
the greatest villianies have been justified by the
pretence of their being. committed, either by his
command, or to merit his: favor. Thus the
Christian religion, which boasts of being the
only true support of morality, and of fornishing
mankind with the strongest motives for the
practice of virtue, has proved 1o them a source
of division, oppression, and the blackest crimes.
Uunder the pretext of bringing peace on earth, it
has overwhelmed it with bate, discord and war.
It furnishes the human race with a thousand
ingenlous meaus of tormenting themselves, and
scatters amongst them scourges uaknown be-
fore. The Christian, possessed of common
sense, must bitterly regret the tranquil igno-
rance of his idolatrous ancestors.

If the manners of nations have gained noth-
ing by the Christian religion, governmente, of
which it has pretended to be the support, have
drawn from it advantages equally small. It
establishes to itself In every state, a separate
power, and becomes the tyrant or the enemy of
-every other power. Kings were always the
-slaves of priests ; or if they refused to bow the
‘knee, they were proscribed, stripped of their
privileges, and exterminated either by subjects
whom veligion had excited to revolt, or assas-
-sins whose hands she had armed with her sa-
-cred poignard. Before the introduoction of the
Christian religion, those who governed the state
commonly governed the priesthood ; since that
period, savereigns have dwindled into the first
slaves of the priesthood, the mere executor of
its vengenace and its decrees.

Let as then conclndg élm the Christian re-
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ligion has no right to boast of procuring advan-
tages either to policy or morality. Let us tear
aside the veil with which it envelopes iteelf,
Let us penetrate back to its source. Let us
pursue it in its course, we shall find that found-
ed on imposture, ignorance and credality, it can
never be useful but to men who wish to deceive
their fellow creatures. We shall find that it
will never cease to generate the greatest evils
among mankind, and that instead of producing
the felicity it promises, it is formed to cover the
earth with outrages, and deluge it in blood ;
that it will plunge the human race in deliriom
and vice, and blind their eyes to their truest in~
terest and their plainest duties.

e ]

CHAPTER 1I.
Sketch of the History of the Jews.

In a small country, almost unknown to oth-
ers, lived a nation, the founders of which hav-
ing long been slaves among the Egyptians, ,
were delivered from their gervitude by a priest
of Heliopolis, who, by means of his superior
genius and knowledge, gained the ascendency
over them*. This man, known by the name of
Moses, being educated in the mysteries of & re-
ligion, which was fertile in prodigies and the
mother of superstions, placed himself at the
head of a band of fugitives, whom he persoad-

. "Maneton and Cheremon, Egyptian historians, respect--
ing whom testimonies have been transmitted to ue by Jo-
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ed that he was an interpreter of the will of their
God, whose immediate commande he pretend-
ed to receive. .He proved his mission, it Is eaid,
by works which appeared supernatural to men
ignorant of the operations of nature, and the
resources of art. ‘The first command which he
gave them on the part of his God, was to rob
their masters, whoin they were about to desert.
When he had thus enriched them with the
spoils of Egypt, being sure of their confidence,
be conducted them into a desert, where, during
forty years, he accustomed them to the blind-
est obedience. He taught them the will of
heaven, the marvelous fables of their fore-futh-
ers, and the ridiculous ceremonies to which he
pretended the Most High attached his favors.
He was particularly carefal to inspire them with
the most envenomed hatred against the gods of
other nations, and the most refined cruelty to

weph the Jew, inform us that a multitude of lepers were
drawn out of Egypt by king Amenophis ; and that these
exiles elected for their leader a priest of Heliopolis whose
name wss Moses, and who formed for them a religion and
a code of laws. .
Joseph contra Appion. liv. L. chap. 9,11, 12.

Diodorus Sicalus also relates the history of Moses.
Vide translation of Abbey Terrasson.

.Be this as it may, Moses, by the confession of the Bbile
itself, began his career by assassinating an Egyptian,
who was quarrelling with an Hebrew ; after which
he tled into Arabia, and married the daughter of an
idolatrous priest, by whom he was ofien reproached for
hiscruelty. Thence he returned into , and,
himself at the head of his nation, which was digsatisfied
with king Pharaoh. Moses reigned very tyrannically ;
the examples ot Korsh, Dathan, and Alz{lron, rove to
what kind of people he had an aversion. e at last dis-
appeared, like Romulus, no one being able to find his bedy
or the place of sepulture. . )



those who adored them. Ry means of carnage’
and severity. he rendered them a nation of”
slaves, obsequious to his will, ready to second
his puscions. and sacrifice themselves to gratify
his ambitious views. [n one word, he mude
the Hebrews monsters of phrenzy and ferocity.
After having thus animated them with the spir-
it of destruction, he shewed them the lands and.
possessions of their neighbors, as an inheritance-
assigned them by God himself.

Proud of the protection of Jehovah, the He-
brews marched forth to victory. Heaven ao-.
thorised in them knavery and cruelty. Relig-
ion, united to avidity. rendered them deaf to
the cries of nature ; and, under the couduct of”
inhuman chiefs, they destroyed the Canaanitish
nations with a barbarity, at which every man
must revolt, wwhose renson is not wholly anni-
hilated by superstition. Their fury destroyed
every thing, even infants at the breast, in those
cities whither these monsters carried their vic-
torious arms. By the commands of their God,
or his prophets. good faith was violated, justice
outraged, and cruelty exercised.

This nation of robbers, usurpers, and mur-
derers, at length established themselves in a
country, not indeed very fertile, but which they
found delicious in comparison with the derert
in which they had so long wandered. Here,

aunder the authority of the visible priests of their
' hidden God, they founded a state, detestable to
its neighbors, and at all times the object of their
«contempt or their hatred. The priesthood,
under the title of a ‘Theocracy, for a long time
governed this blind and ferocious people. They
were persuaded that in obeying their priests
shey obeged God himeelf. .
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Notwithstanding their superstition, the He.
brews, at length, forced by circumstances, or
perbaps weary of the yoke of priesthood, de-
termined to have a king, according to the ex-
amples of other nations. But in the choice of
their monarch they thought themselves obliged
1o have recourse to a prophet. Thus began the
monarchy of the Hebrews. Their princes, how-
ever, were always crossed in their enterprises,
by inspired priests and ambitious prophets,
who continually laid obstacles in the way of
every sovereign whom they did not find suffi-
ciently submissive to their own willy, The his-
tory of the Jews, at all ties. shews us nothing
| but kings blindl’y obedient to the priesthood,
i orat war with it,and perishing ander its blows,
I The ferocious and ridiculous superstitions of
the Jews rendered them at onve the natucal en-
i eimies of mankind, and the object of their con-
: tempt.  They were always treated with great
severity.by those who made inroads upen theipr
territory. Successively enslaved by the Egyp-
, tinns, the Babylonians and the Grecians, they
oxperienced from their masters the -bitterest
treatment, which was indeed but too well de-
served. Often disobedient to their God, whose
own craelty, as well as the tyranny of his
priests, frequently ‘isgusted them, they were
| dever faithful to their princes. In vain were
i they crushed beneath sceptres of iron; it was
| impossible to render them loyal subjects. The
Jews were always the dapes of their prophets,
and in their greatest distresses, their obstinate
* fanaticism, ridiculous hopes, and indefatigable
eredulity, supported them against the blows of
fortune.” At last, conquered with the rest of the
earth, Judea submitted to the Roman yoke,
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Despised by their new masters, the Jews were
treated hardly and with great haughtiness ; for
their laws as well as their conduct, had inspired
the hearts oftheir conquerors with the liveliest
detestation. Soured by misfortune, they be-
came more blind, fanatic and seditious. Exal-
ted by the pretended promises of their God;
full of confidence in oracles, which have always
announced to them « felicity which they have
never tasted ; encouraged hy enthusiasts, or by
impostors, who successively profit by their :
credulity, the Jews have, to this day, expect-
ed the coming of a Messinh, a monarch, a deliv-
erer, who shall free them from the yokes be-
neath which they groan, and cause their nation
to reign over all other nations in the universe.

- CHAPTER IH.

Slketch of the History of the Christian Religion.

In the midst of this pation, thus disposed to
.feed on hope and chimera, a new prophet arose, |
whose gsectaries in process of time have chang- |
. ed the face-of the earth. A poor Jew. who
preten-ed to be descended from the royal honse
of David,* after being long unkoown in his own

*The Jews say that Jesus was the son of one Pandira
of Panther, whohad seduced his mother Mary, a milicner,
the wife of Jochanan. Aeconﬁnf to others, Pandira, by |
some artifice, enjoyed her several times, while she thought
him her husbund ; after which, she becommg pregaant,
her husband, suspicious of het fidelity, retired into Baby-
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country, emergies from obscurity, and goes
forth to make groselytes. He succeeded a-
mongst some of the most ignorant part of the
populace. To them he preached hie doctrines,
and taught them that he was the son of God,
the deliverer of his oppressed nationi, and the
Messiah announced by the prophets. His dis-
ciples, being either impostors, or themselves
deceived, rendered a clamorous testimony ‘of’

- his power, and declared that bis inission had
been proved by miracles without number. The

only prodigy which he was incapable of effect-
ing. was that of convincing the Jews, who, far
from being touched with his beneficent and
marvellous works. caused him to suffer an ig-

. nominious death. Thus the Son of God died in
- the sight of al} Jerusalem ; but his followers de-
. clare that he was secretly resuscitated three

days after his death. Visible to them alone,
and invisible to the nation whiech he came to

. enlighten and convert to his doctrine. Jesus,

. lon. Some that Jesus was taught magic i t,
T e SO

after his resprrection, say they, conversed some
time with his disciples, and then ascended into
heaven, where, having again become equal to
God the father, he shares with him the adora-

' tions and homages of the sectaries of his law.

‘T'hese sectaries, by accumulating superstitions,
inventing impostures, and fabricating dogmas
and mysteries, have by little & little, heaped up
@ distorted and unconnected system of religion
which is called Christianity, after the name of
Christ its founder. :

——

whence he went and exercised his art in
‘where he was put to death. L.
Vide Piefier, Fheo!. Jud. and Mahom. &c. Principia.

~ Lypsiae, 1687,

S |
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The different nations, to which the Jews
were successively subjected. had infected them
with a multitude of pagan dogmas. 'Thus the
Jewish religion, Egyptian io its origin, adopted
many of the rites and opinions of the people,
with whom the Jews conversed. We need not
then be surprised, if we see the Jews and the
Christians their snccessors, filled with notions
borrowed of the Phenicians, the Magi or Per-
sians, the Greeks and the Romans. The errors
of mankind respecting religion have a general
resemblance; they appear to differ only b\ their
combinations. The commerce of the Jews and
Christians with the Grecians, made them ac-
quainted with the philosophy of Plato, so anal-
ogous to the romantic spirit of the Orientats, and
so comfprmable to the genius of a religion which
boasts in being inaccessable to reason*. Paul,
the most ambitious and enthusiastic of the a-
posties, carried his doctrines, seasoned with the
sublime and marvellous, among the people of
Greece and Asia, and even the inhabitants of
Rome. He gained proselytes, as every man,
who addresses himselfto the imagination of
ignorant people may do; and he may be justly
styled the prineiple founder of a religion, which,
without him, could never have spread far ; for
the rest of its followers were ignorant men,

’
Snen——

*Qrigen says that Celsus reproached Christ with havi
borrowed m{:y of hie maxims ftom Plato. [See Origé.g
oontra Cel. chap. 1. 6‘.& Augustine eonfesses, that he
found the beginning of the Gospel of John in Plato. O}See
8. Aug. Cont. }. vil. chap. ix. x. £i.) The notion of_the
‘Wu(:-g is evid:?tly taklen ﬁ':m Plato; thec:?r;’h has sines
0 meaans of transplan! a great part ato, a8 we
shall hereafber prove, e . !
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from whom he seon separated himseif to be.
come the leader of his own sect®.

The conquests of the Christian religion were,
{in ite infancy, generally limited to the vuigar
and ignorant. It was embraced only by the
most abject amongst the Jews and Pagans. It
is oveér men of this description that the marvel-
lous has the greatest influencet. An unforta-
nate God, the innocent victim of wickedness and
cruelty, and an enemy to riches and the great,
must have been an object of consolation to the
wretched. The austerity, contempt of riches,
and apparently disinterested cares of the first
preachers of the gospel, whose ambition was
limited to the government of souls ; the equality
of rank and property enjoined by their religion,
and the mutual suceours interchanged by its
followers ; these were objects well calculated
to excite the desires of the poor, and multiply
Christians. ' The union, concord. and reeiprocal
affection, recommended to the first Christinns,
must have been seductive to ingenious minds ;
their snbmissive temper, their patience in indi-
gence; obsrurity, and distress, caused their in-

*The Ebionites or firgt Christians looked upon Saint
Pau! as an apostate and an heritic, because he wholly re-
jected the law of Moses, which the other apostles wished
only to reform. :

'{The first Christians were, by way of contempt, called
Ebionites, which signifies beggurs or mendieants. [See
Origen contra Celsum, lib. 2. et Euseb. hist. Eccles lib. 3.
chap. 37.] Ebion, in Hebrew, signifies poor. The word
Ebion has since been personified into the meaning of an
heretic or the leader of a seet, who were exeluded

sacred things, and “31'“! considered as men. It prom-
ised them 'that lhe& ould one day have their turn, and
1hat, in the other life, they should be happier than theip

C
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fant seet to be looked upon as litle dangerous in -
a government accu~tomed to tolerate all sects. |
Fhaus, the founders of Christianity had. many ad-
herents among the people, and their eppressors
and enemies sonsisted chiefly. of some idola-
trous prieste and Jews, whose interest it was

to enpport the religion previously established.-

By little and little, this new system, covered
with the cloads of mystery, took deep root, and
bhecame too strong and extensive to be suppres- |
sed, The Roman.government saw too late the . |
progress of an aspociation it bad despised. The-
Christiahe now bacome numerous, dared to
brave the Pagsr. Gods, even in their temples,—-
The emperors and magistrates,  disquieted at
such proceedings, endeavared to extingnish the
sect which gave them nmbrage. They perse-
cuted such as they eould uot.reclaim by milder
means, and whom their fanaticism had render-
ed obstinate. - The feelings of mankind are ever
interested in favor of .distress ; and. this perse-~
cution only served to increase the namber of
the friends of the Christians.. ‘The fortitude and
coustancy with which they suffered torment,
appeared supernatural and divine in the eyes of
those who were witnesses to it ; their enthusi-
asm communicated itself, and produced new
advocates for the sect, whose destruction wag
attempted.

After this explanation, let Christians no lon-
ger boast the marvellous progress oftheir reli-
gion. It was the religion of poverty: it an-
nounced a God who was poor. 1t was preach-
ed' by the poor, tothe poor and ignorant. It
gave them - consolation in their misery. ¥ven
ig.‘s gloomy ideas werp analogous to the dism~ )
sition ofindigentynd unhappy'nien. The tni-
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ian and coneord so'much admired ia the earlier
€Christigns, is, by no teans, surprising: An in-
fant und oppressed sect naturally remained ant-
ted, and dread a separation of interests. It is*
astonishing, that, in those early days, men who
were themselves persecited and treated as mal«
contents, should presume o presch intolérance
and persecution. The tyranny excrised against
them wrought no chaunge in tlieir sentiments.—
Tyranny only irtitate« the tuman mind, which

. is always invincible, when those opinions are
. attacked to whioh it -has attached its welfare.—

Such is the inevituble effect of persecation. Vet

-©Christians, who oaght to be undeceived by the

example of their own sect, have-to this day been
incapable of divesting themselves of the fury of
persecution. o Cos :

The Roman emperors, having themselves
become Christians, that is to say, carried away
by a general -torrent, which obliged them to
avail themselves of the support of a powerful

-sect, seated religion on the throne. They pro-

tected the church and its ministers, ant endeav-
oured to inspire their courtiers with their own
ideas. .They beheld with a jealous eye
those who retained their attackment to the
ancient religion. They, dt length, interdicted the
exercise of it, and fisished by forbidding it un-
der the pain of death. They persecuted with-
oul measure, those, who helit to the worship of

their ancestors, The Christians now repaid the

Pagaus with interest, the evils gvliich they had
hefofe suffered from them. The Roman em-
pire was shaken "with convalsions, caused by
the unbridiéd zealof-sovereigns and ‘those pa-
cific priests, who'had just before preached noth-
ing bat mildness and toleration. The emperors,
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either from - policy or superstition, loaded the-‘

priesthood with gifts and benefactions; which in-
deed were seldom 1epaid with gratitude. They
. established the authority of the latter; and at
length respected as divine what they had them-
selves created. Priests were relieved from all
civil functions, that nothing might divert their
minds from their sacred mivistry* Thus the
lepders of a once insignificant & oppressed sect
became independent. Being at last more pow-
erful than kings, they soon -arrogated to them.
selves the right of commanding them. These
priests of a God of peace, almost continually at
variance with each other, communicated the
fury of their passionsto their followers ; and
mankind were astonished to behold quarrels
and miseries engendered. under the law of grace,
which they.had never experienced dnder the
peaceful reign of the Divinities, who had for-
merly shared withont dispute. the adoration of
inortals. .
Such was the progrese of a superstition. in-
nocent in its origin, but which, in its course. far
from producing happiness among mankind, be-

came a bone of contention, and a fruitful source '

of calamities.. X

Peaceupon carth, and good will towards men. -

Thus is the gospel announced, which bae cost
the human race more blood than all other relig-
ions of the earth, taken collectively.

Love the Lord thy God with all thy strength, and
thy neighbor as thyself. :

This, according to.the God and Legislator of
the Christians, is the sum of their duties. Yet,
we see it is impossible for Christians to love
that severe and eapricisus God, whom they

18ee Tillemont's Rife of Copatantine. Vel. iv. art, 3%

1
|
i
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worship. On the other hand, we see them eter-
nally busied in tormenting, persecuting, and de-
stroying their neighbors and brethren.

To find anr explanation of these contradic-
tions, it is sufficient to cast our eyes upon the
God which the Christians inherited from the
Jews. Not contented with the shocking col-
ours'in which he was painted, the Christians
have still more disfigured his portrait. The
Legislator of the Hebrews speaks only of the
transient punishments of this life ; the Chris-
tian represents his God as pouring out unboun- .
| ded vengeance to all eternity. Ir one word,
! Christian fanaticism feeds iteelf with the idea of
i an hell, where ite God transformed into a fero-
! cious executioner, ' as unjust as implacabile,

shall bathe himself in the tears of his wretched’
creéatures, and perpetuate their existeuce, to
render them eternally miserable. There, cloth-
ed in vengeance, he shall mock at the torment
of sinners, and listen with rapture to the groans
with which they shall make the brazen roofs of’
their prisons resound ; not the smallest bope of
some dietan? termination of their pains, shall
give them an interval of imaginary relief. )

The Christians in adopting the terrible God
of the Jews, have sublimed his cruelty. The
represeut him as the most capricious, wicked,
and croel tyrant which the human mind can
conceive, and suppose him to treat his subjects
with a barbarity and injostice truly worthy of &
demon. 1In order to be convinced of this truth,
let us contemplnte, for a8 moment, a picture of
the Jewish mythology, adopted and rendered
still more extravagant by the €hristians.

)] 4
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CHAPTER IV, .

ﬂfﬂw Christian Mythology. or the Ideas of God. aud
his Conduct, given us by the Christian Religion.

God, by an inconceivable act ofhis omnipo-
tence, creuted the universe out of nothing,* He
made the earth for the residence of mau, whom
he created in his own image. Scarcely had
this man, the prime object of the labors of his
God,seen the light, when his Creator set a enare
for him, into which he undoubtedly kuew that
he must fall. A serpent, who speaks. seduces a
woman, who is not at all surprised at this phe-
nomenon.  She,being persuaded by the serpent,
“solieits her husband to eat of a fiuit forbidden
by Goil himself. Adam, the father of the human
race, by this light fault, draws upon himself and
his iunocent posterity junamerable evils, which
are followed, but not terminated by death By
the offence of only one man, the whole human
race incurs the wrath of God, and they are at
fength punished for mvolumary faults with an
universal deluge. God repents having peopled
the éarth, and he finds it easier to drown and
destroy - the human race, than to change their
tearts.

A small nomber of'the just, however, escaped
‘——-—l

"Ex nibile nihil sit, was considered as an axiom b an-

phers. The creation a8 admitted by Chris-
thm of the present day, that is to say, -edaction of all

from nothing, is a lheologleal mvenslon,, npt, ine
,.of very remote daie The word Barah, whxchm

--edn- lmsngatocommmmw digposs
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this destructive flood ? but the deluged earth,
and the destruction of mankind, did not satiate
the implacable vengeance of their creator. A
new generation appeared. . ‘These;, alithough’
doscended from the friends of Gorl; whomr he
had preserved in the general shipwreck of the
workl,insense him by new crimes. 'The Almigh-
ty -is represented as having been -incapuble of
rendering hi# creature such as he desired him.
A new terrent of corruptien carries away man-
kind; und wrath Is again- excited inthe bosom
of' Jehovah. . - . o

" Partial in his affections and his preferences,
He, at leng:h, casts his eyes on an idolatrous
Assyrian. Heenters into an alliance with this’
man, and covenants that his pesterity shall be
multiplied to the number of the stars of heaven,
or the sands of the sea, und that they shall for
ever enjoy the favor of God. To :this chosen
race he reveals his will ; for them, uomindful of
hie justice, he destroys whole nations. Never-
theless, this favored race is not the more happy
or more attiched to their God. ‘They fly to
strange gods, from whom they séek succours, -
whieh are refused to them by their own. They
frequently insult the God who 18 able to exter-
minate them.  Sometimeés he punishes, some-
times consoles them ; one while he hates them
without cause, and another carresses them with
as little reason. At last, finding it impossible to
recigim this perverse people. for whom he con-
tinues to feel the warmest teriderness, he sends
amongst them bhis own son: © 'To this son -
they wilt notlisten.. What do 1eay ? This
belovéd son, equal to God his father, is put té
an ignominious death by his. favorite nation.
Hijp father, at the same time, finds it impossible
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to save the liuman race, without the ascrifice of
his own son. -Thus. an innocent God becomes
the victim of a just God by. whum he is beloved.
Both consent to' this strabge sacrifice, judged
necessary by a Ged, who knows that it will be
useless to an bardened nation, which nething

can reclaim., We should expeet that the d-ath of -
this God, being useless to Israel. must serve at .

least to expiate the sins of the rest ofthe human
race. Notwithstanding the eterngl sliiance
with the Hebrews, solemnly sworn to by the
Host High, and so many times renewed, that
favorite nation finds themselves at last deserted
by their God, who could not reduce them to
obedience. The merits of the sufferings and
death of his son, are applied to the nations be-
fore excluded from his bounty. - These are re-
conciled to heaven,now hecome more just in
regard to them, and return to grace. Yet, in
spite of all the efforts of God, his favors are
lavished in vain. Mnnkind continue to sin,
enkindle the divine wrath, and render them-
selves worthy of the eternal punishmente, pre-
viouely prepared and deetined for the greater
part of the homan race. . .

Sach is the faithful history of the God, on
whom the foundation of the Christian religion
is laid. His conduct being so strange, . eruvel,

and opposite to all reason, is it eurprising to see

the worshippers of this God ignorant of their
duties, destitute of humanity and justice, and
striving to agsimulate themselves to the model
of that barbarous divinity which they adore %
‘What indulgence bave mankind a right to ex-
pect from a God, who spared not even his own
son? What indulgence can the Christian, who
believes this fable, shew to his fellow-cratares ?
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Qught be not to imagine thas the slizest peans
ot pleasing his God, is to imitate his ferocity
and cruelty 1*

It isat least evident, that the sectaries of such
a Go: must have a precarious morality, found-
ed on principles destitate of all firmness This
God in fact, is not always unjust and cruel ;
his eonduct varies. Sometimes he appears to
have created all natore for man alone ; at oth-
ers, he seems to have created man only as an
object, whereon to exercise his arbitary roge.
Sometimes they are cherished by him notwith-
standing all their faults ; at others, the whole
species is condemoed 10 eternal misery for an
apple. This unchangable God is alternately
agitated by anger and love, revenge and pity,
benevolence and fary. His conduct is contin-
ually destitute of that uniformity which char-
acterises wisdom. Partial in his affections, he
mukes it the duty of his favorite people to com-
mit deliberately the most atrocious crimes. He
commands them to violate good faith, and con-
temn the rights of vations. ' He enjoins upon
them the commission of robbery and murder.
On other occasions, we see him forbidding the
same crimes, ordainig justice. and prescribi
to mankind abstinence from whatever disturbe
the good order of society. This God, who in tarn
is styled the God of Pengeance,the God of Mercies,
the God of Arms and the God of Peace, is ever at
varience with himself. His subjects are conse-

m—n—

*The secrifice of the son of God is mentioned as a

a8 8 proof
of his benevolence. Is it riot rather 8 proof of hia ferecity,

cruelty, and inplacable vengeance? A good Christian,
onihishdemh- o:ﬁ(‘l)a " hfdhad never Nﬂ‘l g:ldeww oon-
ceive how a go could pot an jnn death
pwafmﬁﬁﬁ" f O oo MR
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uen yeh’ci oné at liberty to copy that part of
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his conduct, which he finds most congenial 1o -

his humour. Hence their morality becomes ar-
bitrary. Is it surprising, that Christians have
never yet been able to agree ainongst themselves
whether it would be most pleasing to their God
to tolerate the various opinions of mankind. or to
exterminate them all who differ from themselves?
1t is, in fact, a problem with them, whether it be
most expedient to persecute and uassassinate
those who think not as they do ; or to treat them
with humanity, and suffer them to live 1n peace.

Christians, however, do not fail to justify the
strange and often iniquitous conduct attributed
to their Giod in the Scriptures.. 'This God, say
they, being of right, the absolute master of his
creatures, can dispose of them at his pleasure,
and for this no one can accuse him of injustice,
or demand an account of his conduct. His jus-
tice is not the justice of mankind, and they havey
no right to censure any of his actions. It is ea
sy to perceive the insufficiency of this answes.
Mankind in making justice an attribute of their
God, can have no idea of this virtue,.byt by
sapposing that it resembles the justice of their
fellow creatures. If God bave a justice, which

in its essence differs (rom that of man, we .

know not what it is, and we attribute to him a
quality of which we have no idea. If it be said
that God, owes nothing to his creatures, he is
: supposed to be a tyrant, whose conduct has no

rirle but his own caprice, and who cannot con- |

tinue to be & model for us having no longer any
relation with us; seeing all .relations must be
waciprocal. If notbing be due from God to his
€reatures, how can any thing be due from them
o him ; If; a8 we are continually told, men are
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10 God, as the tlay in the hands of the potler,
moral relation can exist between them. It
nevertheless, upon those relations that all re-
ligion is founde. Therefore, to say that God
has na duty towards bis creatures, and that
his justice is different from that of mankind, is
to sap the foundations of all religion and jus-
tice, which necessarily suppose that God ought
te reward muankind for domg good and punhn
fhem for doing evil. .-

In fine, how can.the followers of' theChrmlan
system . reconcile that barbarous conduct, and
-those sanguinary commands, attributed to him'
in the Scriptures, with his goodness or his wis-
dom?‘' Aand how can goodnes be an attribute
of a God, who has created most of the - hnman '
race only to damn them eternally ¢ :

Here we shatl be told that the condact of God
is, to us, an impenetrable mystery, that we have
no right to scrutinize it and that our feeble rea-
son muost be lost whenever it anemptsto sound
the depths of divine wisdom, -We are informed :
that 'we must adere in silence. and tréembling l{*
submit. to the oracles of a:God, who has himself
suficiently made knoww hie" ‘will in" his ‘boty
scriptures. - Phis ‘is what they call- revemion‘,
to which we pmeecd in thanext ehaﬂbr

LR



'CHAPTER V.
Of Revelation.

How can we know, without the aid of reasen,
that God hath epoken. But, on the. other side,
is not reason proscribed by the -Christian reli-
gion? Isnotthe use ofreason forbidden, in the
examination of the marvelloss dogmas, with
which we are presented by this religion ? Does
it not eontinually exclaim -against a profanc
reason, which it accuses of insufficiency, and of-
ten regards as rebelliousto heaven? ‘In erder
to be capable of judging of divine revelation,
we must. have a just iden .of the Divinity. But,
seeing human reason is too weak and groveling
toexalt itself to an acquaintance with the Sn-
preme Being, from what source shall we derive
that idea, beside revelation iteelf? Thus reve-
Iation itself is to become the proef of the au-
thority of revelation. Let us pass on from this
conjurer's circle, and -open the sacred books,
destived to enlighten mankind,and before which.
reason must fafl prostrate. Bo they exhibit
any precise ideas of the God, whose oracles
they announce ? Can we draw from them any
Just eonceptions of his attributes ? Is not this
God represented as a mass of contradictory

alfties, which form an explicable enigma ? If
this revelation be, as is supposed, an emana
tion from God himself, who can confide in him?
Does he not paint himself as falee, unjust, de-
o%ithA end crnel ; ¢msotting snaves for mankind
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seduciog, hardening, and leading them ag(ray 1*

Thus the man, desirous of being assured of the
trath of Christian revelation, finds himself, as
the first step of enquiry, plunged into distrust
and perpiexity, which is increased by the inter- -
minable disputes of his sacred guides, who have
never been able to agree upon the manner of
understanding the oracles of a Divinity, whicfi
they say has revealed itself. '

The hesitation and fear of the man, who hon-
estly examines the revelation adopted by Chris-
tians, must redouble, when he sees their God
represented as revealing himself only‘to a few
favorites of the human race, while he carefully
conceals himself from the remainder, to whom,

' mnotwithstauding this, revelation is e&ﬂally ne-
cessary. He must be uncertain whether or nat
he is of the number, to whom this partial God
deigns to make himself known. Must not his
heart be troubled at the eight of a God, who
vouchsafes to discover himself, and announge
his decrees, only to a nomber of men, incon-
siderable {a comparison with the whole humanp
race ? Is he not tempted to accuse this Ged of
a malevelence too dark, when he finde thqt for
want of revealing himself to so many millions

‘of mankind, he has caused their inevitable mis-

through an endless succession of ages—

hat ideas must he form to himself of a God,

who inflicts this punishment upon them for thels

ignorance of secret laws, which he hgs publish-
Gvnaudnten )

By the Scriptures and the Fathers of the Church Gg
is always represéated as a sedacer. Heo permits E’?

be seduced by a serpent. He bardens the heart of Pha-
roah. Christ himselfis a stone of stumbling. Suehare
the points of view ynder which Divinity is axhibited to ys.

D
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ed by stealth in an obscure and unknowna cor-
ner of Asia ?

Thus Christians, even when they consult the

scriptures, find all things conspiring to put them
on their guard against the God exhibited there-
in. Every thing inspires distrust of bis moral
character. All things float in uncertainty. His
Glod, in concert with the pretended interpreters
of his will, seems to have formed the design of
redoubling the darkness of his ignorance. He
is, however, told, in order to appease his doubts,
that the revealed will of God consists of mysie-
ries ; that is to say, things inaccessible to hu-
man understanding. In this case, what need
was there of having spoken ? Ought a God to
reveal himself to mankind for the gole purpose
of not being comprehended. Is not such con-
duct 88 ridiculous as it is anreasonable ! To
say that God has revealed himself only to an-
nounce mysteries, is to say, that he has revealed
himeself in order to remain unknown, to conceal
from us his views, embarrass our understand-
ings, and augment our ignorance and uncer-
tainty.

A true revelation, proceeding from a just and
good God, and neceesary to all mankind, ought
to be clear enough to be understood by all the
human race. But will the revelation, upon
which Judaism and Christianity are founded,
bear the test of this criterion? 'The Elements
of Euclid are intelligible to all who endeavour
to understand them. This work excites no dis-
.%ute among Geometricians. Is it so with the

ible ? and do its revealed truths occasion no
disputes umong divines? By what futality, have
writings, revealed by God himeelf, still need of
commentaries ? and why do they demand ad-
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ditional lights from on high,before they can be
believed or understood. ‘Is it not astonishing,
that what was intended as a guide for mankind,
should be wholly above their comprehension *
Is it not cruel that ‘'what is of most importanee
to them, should be lenst known? All is mystery,
darkness, uncertainty, and matter of dispute, in
a religion, intended by the Most High to enligh-
ten the human race.

- Far from contenting themselves with the
pretended mysteries,contained in the seriptures,
the prieste of the Christian religion have, from
age to age invented new ones, which, though
never mentioned by their God, their disciples
are forced to believe. No Christian can enter-
tain a doubt concerning the mysteries of the
‘Trinity, the Incarnation, and the efiicacy of sa-
craments; and yet Christ never explained these
subjects. Among Christians every thing seems
to be abandoned to the imagination, caprice,
and arbitrary decision of priests, who arrogate
to themselves the right of fabricating mysteries
and articles of faith, as theirinterests occasion-
ally require. 'Thus, this revelation perpetuates
itself by meuns of the church, which pretends
to be inspired by God, and which, far from en-
lightening the minde of her children, delights to
coufound and plunges them in a sea of uncer-
tainty. : :

Such are the effects of this revelation, which
forms the basis of the - Christian religion, and
of the reulity of which, we are not permitted to
doubt. 'God, it is said, has spoken to mankind.
But when hus he spoken ! Thousands of years
ago, by prophets & inspired men, whom he has
chosen as organe of communication with man.
Bat how can it be proved to have heen @od
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fiimywsl, whoe spoke, except by baving recéurse
1p the testimony ofthe very persone who pre-
tend to have received his commands? These
Snterpreters of the divine will were then mex;
and are not men liable to be deceived them-
selves, and prone to deceive others ? How then
can we discover what confidence is due to the
testimony which these organs of heaven give in
favar of their own mission * How shall we be
made sure, that they have not been the dupes,
of some illusion or an over heated imagination?
At this remote period, how can we be certain
that Moses - conversed with God, and received
‘from him the law which he commubicated to
the Hebrews ? What was the temperament of
this Moses ? Was he phelegmatie, or enthu
siastic, honest, or knavish, ambitious, or isin-
terested ; a practiser of truth, or of falsehood ?
‘What confidence can e plaeed in the testimony
of a man, who, after pretending to have per-
formed so many miracles, could not convert his
people from idolatry ; and who, after having
chused forty seven thousand Israelites to- per-
ish by the sword, has the effrontery to assume
the title of the meekest of mankind ? ls it certain
that the books, which are attributed to Moses,
and report so many miraclous circumstances,
are perfectly authentic? In fine, what proof
have we of his mission, except the testimony of
a number of superstitious, ignorant, and credu-
lous Israelites, who were probably the dupes of
a ferocious legislator ? .

What proofs does the Christian religion give
w3 of the mission of Jesus Christ? Are we ac:
faaia&ed with his character and temperament ?

Nhat degree of coniidence can we place in the
t@m’g&q‘:&' hig distiples, who, by their own
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-cousession, were.ignorant and unlesrned mes,
and, consequently, lisble to be imposed upon
by the artifices of'a dexterous impoetar? Ought
not the testimony of the most learned iv Jervea-
lem to have greater weight with us, than that
of the lowest vuigar, whose ignorance always
render them the dupes of those who endeavor
to deceive them? These enquiries bring os to
an examination uf the proofs which are addac-
«d in support of the Christian religion.

CHAPTER VI. = .

Of the proofs of the Christian Religion, Miracley,
Y e r ﬁl’{;phqciq, and Martyrs. ‘ ’

We have seen, in the preceding chapters,
what just reasons there are to doubt the suthen-
ticity of the revelation of the Jews and Chris-
tians. And forther, relative to this article,
Christianity has no advantage over any other,
religion. Al the religions on ‘earth, notwith-
standing their discordance, declare that they
have eminated from God, and pretend to pos-
eess an exclusive right to bris favors. The Indi-
an asserts, that the Brama himeelf is the suthor
of his worship. The Scandinavian derives his
from the awful Odin. If the Jew and the Chris-
tian have received theirs from Jehovak, by the
. ministry of Moses and Jesus ; the Mahometan
affirms that he lras received his from bis proph-
et, inspired by the same God. Thus all religions
yretend to a divine .o;;agn: sud they all inter-
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dict the use of reason in the exaniination of their
sacred titles. Each' pretends to be the oaly
‘true one, to the exclusion of all others. All
menace with the wrath of heaven those who
refuse to submit to their authority ; and all ac-
quire the character of falsehood, by the palpa-
ble contradictions with which they are filled ;
by the mishapen, obscure, & odious ideas which
they give to the Godhead; by the whimsical
laws which they attribute to him, and by the dis-
putes which they gemerate amongst their secta-
ries. Io fine, they all appear to be a mass of
impostures. and reveries, equally disgusting to
reason. Thus, on the score of -pretensions, the
Christian religion has no advantage over the

other superstitions, with which the world isin- .

fected ; and its divine origin is contested by all
.athers with as much propriety as theirs is de-
nied by it. .

How then shall we decide in its favor? How
prove the validity of its pretensions? Has it
any superior qualities, by which it merits the
preference? And if so, what are they? Does
it, better than any other, make us acquainted
with the nature and essence of God? Alas!
it only renders them more incomprehensible.
It represents him as a capricious iyraut, whose'
whimsies are sometimes favorable, but more
commonly injurious to mankind. Does it ren-
der mankind any better ? Alas ! it arms them
against each other, render< them intolerant, and
forces them to butcher their brethren. Does it
render empires flourishing and powerfual ?2——
Wherever it reigns, do we not see the people
debased, destitute of energy, and ignorant of
true morality? What then are the proofs which
are to establish the superiority of the Christiarf
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religion over all others? Wae are anawered,
-*¢ miracles, prophecies, and martyrs,” Buattheae
‘are to be found.in all religions of the earth.—
There are in. all nations men, who, being snpe-
‘zior to the vulgar in science and cunping, de-
ieeive .them with imposture, apd dazzle them
-with performances, wbich are jndged to be su-
pernatural, by men ignorant of the secrets of
‘nature and the resources of art. )
If the Jew citp the miracles of Moses, I ece
: them performed-hefure a people most ignorant,
' abject, and credulous, whose testimony has no
weight with me. I may, alep, suspect that
| these pretended miricles have been inserted in
: the sacred books of the Hebrews, long afier the
 death of those who might.have testified the truth
-concerning them. Ifthe Christians cite Jerusa-
-Jlem, and the testimony of all Gallilee, to prove
.the miracles of Christ, I see them attested only
«by an ignorant populace ; or, I demand how:it
could be possible that an eantire people, who had
' been witnesses to the miracles of Christ, should
, consent to his death, and even earnestly demand
1 it?  Would the people of London or Paris
+ suffer a man, who had raised the dead, restored
. the blind to sight, and healed the lame and
paralytic. to be put to death .before their eyes ?
If the Jews demanded the death of Jesus, all
. his miracles are at once annihilated in the mind
. of every unprejudiced person. .
May we pot, also, oppose to the miracles of
i Moses and Christ, those performed by Mahom-
‘et in presence of all Mecca and Arabia assem-
bled ? The effoct of his miracles was, at least,
to convince the Arabians that he was a divine
person. The miracles of Jesus convinced ne-'
" body of his miesion. Saint Paul himeelf, who
t ' '
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wllerwards bécame tise most ardent of bis dis-
ciples, was not convinced by the miracles, of
which, in his time, there existed so many wit-
iesses.. A new one was neceseary for his coa-

- wietion. And by what right do they at this day.
demand welief of miracles which could not con-'
vinoe, éven in the time of the Apostles ; that is
¢o say, a short time after they were wrought ! .
Let it not be said that the wmiracles of Christ
«are as well atiested as any favt in profane histo-
ry, end that 16 doubt them ig'as ridiculous as-to,
doubt the existence of Scipio or Ceesar, which.
wre believe only on ‘the report of the historians:
by whom they are mentioned. The existence|
of a man, of the general of an army, or an bero,.
is not improbable; neither is it a miracle *—/
We believe the probable facts, whilst we re’eet!
with contempt, the miractes recounted by Titos:
Ydvius. The most stupid credulity is often
joined to the mest distinguished tatents. Of this,
the Christian religion fornishes us with innu-|
srerable examples. n matters of religion, all
‘€éstimony is liable to suspition. The mosten-
lightened men see bat ill, when they are intoxi-
ested with' enthusiasm, and dazzeled by the
chimeras of a witd imagination. A miracleis
a thing impossible in the order of nature. If
this be changed by Glod, he is not immutahle.

It will probably be said, that, without chavg>!
fng the order of things, God end his favorites
Sont— ' .

*A supe t in order to be believel, |
MWWWMn no wise contradiciory
1o probability. ~ It is easy to believe, upon the testimony |
of Philostrates, that Appollonious existed, because his ex-
jstence has nothing in it that shocks reason ; but I will not
Pl oot 1 beliove et Scaus Chrit et
ut X do ok believé thst be arggfrom the dend.
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Id not find resources io nature snkuown
ankind in geaeval. But' then their works
ould o longer be supernatural, and wou
ve nothing-of the mavvellons. A wiracle is
n effect contracy to the establistied taws of

yature. Ged himself, thevefore, camot perform
iracles witheut counteracting the institutions
his own wisdom. A wise man, haviog seen
'a miracte, might with propriety dovbt the evi-
\dence of his. own semses. He ought carefully
lto examine, whether the extraordinary effect
bwhich he does mot eomprehend, prooeeids not
ifrour some nsatural cavee, whose manner of act-
fhgmdoesnotmdemnd; e
h But fet us Buppose, for & moment, that mire-
jeles may exist, and that those -.of Christ were
ireal, or at least, fhat (hey were insested in the
gﬂf)eh by persons who 1magined they had ween
them. Are the witaesses who tranemitted, or
he aposties who saw them, exteearely deserv-
j of creditt And bave we not a right to re-
se their testimonies 1 . By the confession of
Cheistians themuelves, they were ‘ignorant
;meu, taken from the dregs of the ‘people, and
;con-equently croduioio‘andinc-pabh of inves-
itigation. Were those witnesees disinterewted
'No ; it was, undogbtedly, their chief iterest t0
Fmppoﬂ- those miracles, upon which were sus-
.ypended the chvinity of their mraster, and the
‘truth of the religion they were endesvoring to
wstablish. Are those miracles confirmed by the
testimony of co-temporary historians ¥ Not
‘;-Song of tiieth has mentioned those extraordinary
Mfacts. We find ‘ot a single Jew or Pagao in
the superstitious city of Jerusalem, who heard
even a word of the most marvellous fucts that
 @ver were recorded, and facts which happened

|
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in the midet of them. The miracles of Cfn-ia&J
wereover attested by Christians only. We are:
requested to believe, that, at the death of the
Son of God, the earth quaked, the sun was
darkened, and the dead -arose. How does it '
happen that such extraordinary events. have
been noticed only by a handful of Christians? |
Were they the only persons who perceived
them ?© We are told, also, that Christ arose |
from the dead ; to prove which, they appeal to |
the testimony of - his aposties and f(ollowers.— :
‘Would not one solemn apparition in some pub-
lic place, have been more decisive than all those
clandestine ones, made to persons interested in
the formation of a new seet ? ' 'The Christian
faith, according to St. Paul, is founded on the
resyrrection of Christ. This, then,ought to have
been demonstrated to mankind, in the clearest
and most indisputuble manner.® I
Have we not room to accusethe Saviour of
the world with want of benevolence, in shewing
himself only to his disciples and favorites ? It
seems that he did not desire that all the world
should ‘believe in him. The Jews, it is said,
deserve to be blinded, for putting Christ to
death. - Bat, if this be the case, why did the
apostles preach to them the gospel? Could itbe
expeeted that the Jews would believe the re-
port of the apostles, rather thai their own eyes?
Miracles appear to have been invented to
supply the want of good reasons. 'Truth and

*The Barilidians and Corinthian, here:ice who lived is
the infaney of Christianity, maintained that Jesus was
not dead, and that Simon the Cyrenian was crucified in
his place. [See Epiph. Heer. c. 28.] Thus, there were
raen, from the birth of the church, who doubted the oruci-
fiction and consequently the resurrection of Christ; and
yet we are exhorted to believe them at the present day.
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pvidence have no need of miracles to ensure
their reception. Is it not very astonishing that
God Almighty should find it easier.to derange
lbe order of nature, than to convince mankind

troths the most evident, and ocalculated to

rce their assent ! Miracles were made to prove
things which it is impossible to believe. ‘There
ie no need of miracles when we talk of reason.
Things incredible are here adduced in proof of
Incredible things. Almost all impostors who
bave fabricated religions, have announced- in-
eredibilities to mankind..They have afterwards
fabricated miracles in proof of those incredibil-
ities. *You cannot comprehend,” said they,
“what I tell you; but I will clearly prove to
you that I tell the truth, by doing things that you
cannot comprehentdl.” People have In ail ages
been overcome by this brilliant reasoning. A
passion for the marvellous has preventéd en-
quiry. . Mankind have not perceived that mir-
acles could ueither prove impossibilities, nor
change the essence of truth. Whatever won-
ders & man, or, if you please, a God may per-
form,they can never prove that two and two are

.not four, or that three are no more than one.— .

‘They cannot prove that an immaterial being,
destitate of organs, hag spoken to man ; or that
-a good, wise and just being has commanded the
execution of injustice, folly and crueity. It ap-
pears, therefore, that miracles prove nothing,
unless it be the address and imposture of those
- who are desirous of profiting by the stupid cre-
|dulity of mankind, and endeavor to seduce them
{into a belief of the most extravagant falsehoods.
‘Such men have always beglin by falsely pre-
gdiug to bhave an intimate commerce with

d, in order to prove which, they bavp per-

P T
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formed tvonders that they attribute to the Re-|
ing by whom they say they were commission-
ed.. Every man, who pexrforms miracles, en-
deavors to estahlish, not truth, but faleeheod.
Trauth is simple and evident ; the marvellousls
ever to be suspected. Nature is always troeto
hereelf; she acts by unvarying laws. To say
that God performs miracles, is to say that he
contradiots himaeif, and violates the laws whick
he has prescribed to uature. It is 1o say, that
he renders useless human reason, of which fe
is the author. Empostures alone can pronounce
it necessary to discredit experience and reject
reasop. :

Thaus, the pretended miracles of the Chris-
tian, ag well as all other religions, have no
foumlation, but the ignorance, eredulity, and en-
thusiaem of mankind, and the cunning of im-

‘ postore, The same may be said of propheeies.
Mankind are ever anxioys to pry into futurity;
aod there are always some kind individuoals
disposed to aid them' in the gratification of this
desire. There have been enchanters, divines,
and prophets, in all the nations of the earth. The
Jews have not been happier, in this respect,
than others. Tartars, Negroes, and Indians
bave their share of impostors. All societies
will find deceivers emough, so long as they are:
willing to pay for deeeption. :

These inspired men bave not been ignorant |

that their prophecies ought to be extremely!

vague god ambiguous, in order that they might '
not,in process of time, appear to have beeu:
falsehoods. We need not, therefore, be sur-!
prieed, that the Jewish hecies are very
dark, and of such a nature, that any thing mey
be found in them, which interpreters thiok pro-
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‘per to seek  Those which are attributed to
Christ by his followers, are not counsidered in
the same light by the Jews, who still expect
the ' Messiah, whom the former believe to have
been on earth eighteen centuries ago. The
Jewish prophecié¢s uniformly announce the de-
livérer of a discontented and oppresseil pation,
Such a one was also expected by the Romans,
and alinost all the nations of the earth. All
mankind huve a patural propensity to hope for
& termination of the evils they suffer, and be-
lieve that Providence cannot, in justice, fail to
reonder them, one day, happy. The Jews, the
most saperstitious nation on earth, building
. upon the supposed promise of their God, bave
always expeocted the coming of a monarch or
conqueror, who ie to elevate them from dis- .
grace, and crown them with triumph. ft was
fmpossble for them to eee this deliverer in the
person of Jesus, who, instead of being the re-
storer of the Hebrew nation, was its destroyer
—and sinte whose coming, they seem to have
lost all favor with God. o

It is asserted that the destruction of the Jew-
ish nation and the dispersion of the Jews, were
themselves foretold, and that they furnish a
convincing proof of the truth of Christian
prophecy. ‘T'o this I answer, it was' easy to
foretell the dispersion aad destruction of aresi-
Jess, turbulent, and rebellions people, continu-
ally torn and convulsed by iutestine divisians.
Besides, this peaple wasé often congoered and
dispersed. The temple destroyed by Titus, bad
previously suffered the sume fate from Nebu-
chadneazar, who earried the captive tribes in-
to Assyria, and spread them through his terri-
tories. “bo-dhpmloi of :the - Jews i5 more,,
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perceptible than that oi’ other conquered pations
because these have generally, after a certain
time, become confounded with their conquerors;
whereas the Jews refuse to intermingle, by do-
mestic connexions, with the nations where they
reside, and huve religiously maintained this
distinction. It is not the same with the

or Parsis, of Persia and Indostan, as well as the
Armenians, who dwell in Mahometan countries.
The Jews remain diepersed, because they are
unsocial, intolerant, and blindly attached to
theisr superstitions.*

Thus Christians have no reason to boast of
the prophecies contained in the books of the
Jews, nor to make iavidious applications of
;.‘hem to that nation, because they detest its re-

gicn.

Judea was always subjected to priests, who
had great influence over affairs of state.——
They were always meddling with politics, and
undertook to foretell the events, fortunate or
unfertunate, which were to befall the nation.
No country was ever more fertile in prophets.
This description of men instituted schools,
where they initiated into the mysteries of their
art, those who proved themselves worthy of
that honor, by discovering 8 wish to deceive a
credulous people, and, by such honest means,
acquire riches and respeot.{

The art of prophesying was then an actual

*The Acts of the Apostles evidently prove, that, even
before the time of Jesus, the Jews began to be dispersed.
Jews catee from Gredoe, Persia, Arabia, &u. to the feast
of Pentecest. {Acts, e.ii. 8.] So Jesus, the
inbabitants of Judea only. were dispersed by the Romass.

tSaint Jorome says, that the Sadducees did not t
the prophets, but contented themselves with belioviog

!
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profegsion, or an useful and profitable branch of
commerce in that miserable nation, which be-
lieved God to be incessantly busied in their af-
faire. The great gains resulting from this traf-
fic of imposture, must have caused divisions a.
mou the Jewish prophets. Accordingly, we
find them crying down each other. - Finch one
treated his rivala an falee prophets, inspired by
evil spirite. 'Fhere have always been quarrels
asmong impostors, to decide who should have
the exclusive right of deceiving mankind, ‘

If we examine the conduct of the boasted
prophets of the Okt T'estament, we shall find
them far from being virtaous persons. We gee
orrogant priests, continually meddling with af-
falrs of state, and interweaving them with re-
ligion. We see in them seditious subfects, in.
cessantly caballing against all sovereigns, who
were not sufficiently submiseive to them. They
cross their projects, excite their subjects to re-
bellion, effect their destruction, and thus accom-
plish the fatal predictions, which they had be-
fore made against them.* Sauch is the charac-
ter of mest of the prophets, who have played a
part in the history of the Jews.

five bn}:»ks of bliwom Dodwelk de s';‘l‘:e laicorum asserts,
tant tho ts prepared themselves to prophesy
drinking v}:'i‘:g.' [Sgl:: page 259.] It seems they were jug-
lers, poets. and musicians, who had made themselves mas-
u:)rls of their trades, and knew how to exercise them profit-
ubly. ,

“*The het Samuet diexﬂenud with Saul, whe refused
to second his cruelty, declared that he bad forfeited the
crown, and raised up a rival to him in the pe of David,
Elias appears to have been a seditious subject, who, find.
ing wimself unable to succesd in his rebellious d ™
thought proper to escape due punishment by flight. Jere-
miah himself, [gives us to understand that he conspired

\
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“The stadied obscurity of the prophecies is
such, that those which are commonly applied
to the Messinh, or the deliverer of Israel, are
equally.applicable to every enthusiast or proph-
et, that appeared in Jevusalem or Judea.—
Christians, heated with the idea of Chrisl, think
they meet him in all places, and pretend to see
him in the darkest. passages of the Old Testia-
ment. Deluding themselves by force of alle-
gories, ruyhtilties, commentaries, and . forced in-
terpretations, they have discovered the most
formal predictions in all the vague oracles and
nonsensical trash of the prophets.”

with the Assyrians agnainst his besieged country. He
seems to have employ-d himselfin depriving his fellow-
citizes of both the will and the courage fo defend them-
selves. Ue purchased a field of his relations, at the very
time when he informed his countrymen that they were a-
bout to be dispersed, and led away in captivity, The king
of Assyri» recommends this prophet to his general Nabuz-
aradan, whom he commands to tuke great éare of him.

L . [See Jeremiah.
‘*Any thing way be found in the Bible, if it be read with
the imagination of Saint Augustine, who pretended to see

all the New Testament in the Old. According to himn, the
death of Abel is & t: pe'of that'or Christ’; the two wives of
Abraham are the syowgogue‘and: the church ; a piece of
red cloth heid up by au harlot, who betrayed Jericho, sig-
nifies the blood of "Christ; the lamb, goat, and lion, are
figures of Jusus 'hrist ; the brazen serpent represents the
seorifice on the cross ; even the mysteries of the Christian
religion are anneunced in the Old Testament., Manna
reeeuts the Eucharist, &e.  Nee Saint Aug, sermon, 78
and Fip, 156  tlow can a mon, ‘n his scenses, see, m the
Immanuel annouaced by Isaiah, the Messiah, whose name
is Jesus ! lIsaian, chap. vii, ver.}4. How discover in an
obscure and crucified dew. a loader who shall govern Is-
rsel 7 How see a royal deliverer and restorer of the Jews
in one, who, far from delivering his natjon, came only (o
destroy their laws; and after whose coming their land
was desolated by the Romane! A man must be sherp
#ighted indeed, to find the Messiah in their predictions.-—
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Men are not scrupulous respecting thing
which accord with their desires 'Wben ]
examive, without predjudice, the prophecies ¢
the Hebrews, we find them tobe a misshape
mass of rhapsodies, the offopring of fanaticis:

and delirium. We find them obscure & enigma

ical, like the oracles of the Pagans. In fin
it is evident that these pretended divine oracle

are the vagaries and impostures of mes, wi

imposed on the credulity of a superstious n:

tion which believed in dreans. visions, appa

tions, and sorceries, and received with gvidit
uany deception, provided it were sufficient
decorated . with the’ murvellous.  Wherewv
mankind are ignorant, there will be four
prophets and workers of miracles, and thes
two branches of commerce will always dect
in the eame pryportion as mankind becomee.
lightened. . L .
Among the proofs of the authenticity of the

're}igion, Christinns enumerate a multitude

martyrs, who have sealed with their blood the
belief of the opinions they had embraced.
There is no religion destitute of ardent defe
ders, who would not sacrifice their lives for t|
opinions to which they believe their etern
happiness attached. Superstitious and. ign:
rant men are. obstinate in their prejudices,
Their credulity prevents them from suspectii

Jesus himself does not seem to have been moro clear,
happy, in his ro|pheciee. In thcitospel of Luke, ¢hap. !
he speaks of the last judgment : He mentions axgels, wi
at the sound of the mp{rn, assemble mankind toget|
before him. - He adds: Verily I eay unte you this gep
ation shall not pase away, until these things are acco

lished. ‘T'he world, however, still stands, and Christiy
Eavde been expecting the last judgment for eighteen Tt

red vears. . B

E?2
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shall be told that the greatest of those secrefa,
aad the one nost necersary is mankind is the
Unity of the Godhead ; a secret. which, say they,
buman wisdom eould nevey huve discovered of
itself. But are we not at liherty to doubt the
truth of this .assrertion? Moses, undoubtedly,

declared an . only God te the Hebrews, and did
»all in his power to render them enemies to the
icolatory and polytheism of other survounding
patiens, whose belief and whose modes of wor-
ship he represented as abominable in the eyes
of the celestial Monarch, .who bad brought
them out of the land of Egypt. But bave not
many wise men among the heathens discevered
without the assistance of the Jewish revelation,
one supreine God, superior to ail others? More-
over, was not Fate, to which all the other gods
of the heathens were subordinate. an only God,
10 whose soverign law all nature was subject 2
As to the colours in which .Moses paintd his
Godbead, neither Jews nor Christians have a
vight to pride themselves therein. He is repre-
sented us a capricious and irascihle despot, fall
of cruelty, injustice, partiality and malignity.—
‘What kind of' being shall we.contemplate, when
we add to this the iceffable attributes ascribed
to him in the Christian Theology? I« the God-
head when it is said that it is a spirit, an inmate-
vial being, which resembles nothing pretended
to us by our senses? Is not human understand-
ing confounded with the negative attributes of"
infinity, immensily, elernity, omnipotence, and omni-
science, with which be has been decorated, only
to reader him still more ineomprehensible?—
How can the wisdom. the goodness, justice, and
other woral qualities of this God, be reconciled
with.that strange aud often atrocions conduct,
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which are attributed to bim- in almost every
page of'the Old and New Testament? W ould
it nothave been better to have left mankind in
aptire ignorance of the Godhead, than to reveal
to him a God made up of contradictions, which
lead to eternal dispute, and serve only to troub-'
le his repose? To reveal such a God to man-.
kind, is only to discover to them meaps and
render themselves wretched, and quarrel with
and injure one another, i

.. But, be this a~ it may, is it trae that Christian-
ity admits but one God, the same which was re-
vealed by Meses? Do we not see Christians g-
dore a threefold divinity, under the name of the
T'rinity? 'Fhe supreme God begat from all eter-
nity a son equal to bimself’; from these two pro-
ceeds a thind equal to the first; these three Gods
equal in perfectivn, divinity, and power, form,
nevertheless, only one God.. 'To overturn this

" aystem, it seems sufficient to shew its absurdity.

—— e i —— e r————

Isit but to reveal such mysteries as these that
the Godhend has taken pains to instruct man-
kind ? Hauve opinoins more absird and con-
trary to reason ever existed among the most
ignorant aod savage nations 1* In the meéan,
time, however, the writing of Moses contain

*The dogma of the Trinity is evidently borrowed from
the reveries of' Plato, or ffom the allegories under which
that philosopher chose to coneal his doctrines. It appears
that to him the . hristian religion is indebted for the g- eat«
er part of its dogmas.  Plato admitted three Hypostascs,
or modes of being in the Divimity. The first constituted the
surreme Gnd : the second the o8, Word, ordivine in.
telligence proceeding from the first; the third 18 the spirit,
or Soul of the World. The enrly teachers of the Christian
religmn a})pear to have been Platonics; their enthusiasm

obably found in Plato a doctrine analogous to their feel-
‘tngs; had they been grateful thiey wotkl haye recorded

.
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nothing that could authorize the construction
of a system so wild. Itis only by having re-
course to the most forced explanations, that the
doctrine of the 'Trinity is pretended to be found
in the Bible. As to the Jews, contented with
the only God which their legistator has declared
to them, they have never attempted to createa
threefold one.

The second of these Gode, or, according to
the Christians, the second person of the Trinity,
having clad himself with buman nature, and
become incarpate in the womb of a virgin, be
submitted himselfto the infirmaties of our spe-
cies and even suffered an ignominious death to
expiate the sins of the earth, This is what
Christians call the mystery of Incarnation. He
must be indeed blind, who cannot ree that these
absurd notions are borrowed from the Egypt-
ians, indians. and Greclans whose ridiculous
mythologies describe gods us pozrsessing hu-
man forms, and subject to inirmaties, like man-
kind.*

himasa proghet, or at least as one of the fathers of the
church. ~ The Jesuitical missionaries found a Divinity,
nearly similar to that ofthe Christionsat Thibet. Among
the Tartars, God is called Kon-cio-cick, the only God, and
Kon-cio-sum, the three-fold Gorl. They also give him the
titles of Om, Ha !Hum, intelligonce, might, power or word,
heart, love. The number three was ulways revered among
the ancients-; because Salom, which in the oriental lan.
g}lnzu, signifies three, signifies alwo health, safety, salva.

1om.
*1'he Kgyplinns appear to have been the first who pre-
tended that &eir phnd assumed material bodies. m
the of the Chinese, wes born of a virgin, who was fe-
cnudated by a ray of thesun. In Indostan, no doubt

the incarnations of Vistnou. It seems that the theologists
of all nations, despairing to exalt themselves to a level
:;;“l God, have endeavoredto debase him to a level with

meelvor,
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Thus, we are commanded by Christianity to

. believe that a God having becothe man with-

out doing injury to his divine nature, hias suffer-

- ed, died, and offered himself a sacrifice to him-
" self; and ull this was absolutely and indispen-
. sibly necessary to appease his own wrath.—

This is what Christlans denominate the myste-
1y of the redemption of the humaa race. ‘
This dead God, however, was resuscitated.~

" Thus the the Adonis of the Phenicians, the Osi-

! ris of the Egyptians, and the Atys of the Phry. -

gians, ure represented as periodically resigning
und reassuming life. The God of the Christ-
ians risea again, re-animated, and bursts the
tomb, trimsaphant. . )

_ Such are the wouodrous seerets, ‘or sublime
mysteries that the Christian religion unfolds to
its disciples. So great, so abject, and so ever
incomprehensible are the ideas it gives us of
the divine Beiag. Such is the illumination our
minds receive from revelation! A revelation
which only seryes to render still more impene-
trable the clouds which veil'the divine essence

. from buman eyes. God, we are told, is willing

to render himself inconsistent and ridiculous, to
confound the curiosity of those, whom, we are
ut the same time informed, he desires to enlight-
en by his special grace. What must we think

. of a revelation, which, far from teaching us a-

ny thing is caleulated to darken and puzzle

* the elearest ideas?

Thus, notwithstanding the boasted revela- .

tion of the Christians, they know nothing of
that Being, whom tliey make the basis of their
religion, Oa tlie contrary, it only serves fu ob-
scure all the notions which might otherwise be
formed of him. In holy writ, he is ¢alled an

R -
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‘hidden Glod. g David tells us, that he places his
dwelling in Burkness, that elouds and troubled
waters form the pavilion with which he is cov-
ered. In fine, Christians, aithough enlightened,
as they say, by God himself, have only ridicu-
lous and incounsistent ideas of bim, which ren-
der his existence doubtful, or even impossible,
in the eyes of every man, who consults his rea-
son. .

" What notions, indeed, can we form of a God,
who, after having created the world solely for
the happiness of mankind, nevertheless, suffers
the greater part of the human race to be miser-
able both in this world "and that which is to
come? How can a God, who enjoys a su-
preme felicity, be offended with the actions of
his creatures? 'TlHis God s then sasteptible of
grief ; his happiness can be disturbed ; he is
then dependant on man, who can at pleasure,
delight or affliet him! How can u benevolent
God bestow on his creatures a fatal liberty, by
the abuse of whith they may incur his anger,
and their own destrucdtion ? How can thet Be-
ing, who is himself the author of life and nature,
suffer death? How can an only God become
triple without injuring his unity? ‘We shall be
answered, that all these matters are mysteries;
but such mysteries; but such mysteries de-
stroy even the cxistence of God. ‘It would be
more reasonable, to admit, with Zoroaster, or
Mapnes, two principles or opposite powers in
nature, than to believe, with Christians, that
there isan omaipotent God, who cannot prevent
the existence of evil; a God who is jus, and
yet partial ; a God all merciful., and yet
so implacable, that he will punish through
an etornity’ the crimes of a momept; an only
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God, who is thregfold; @ God, the chief of be:
ings, who consents to die, being unable to satis-
fy by any othér means his divine justice. If, in
the same subject, contraries cannot subsist at
the same time, either the existence of the God
of the Jews,or of that of the Christians,must un-
doubtedly be impossible. Whence, we are for-
ced to conclude, that the teachers of Christiani-
ty, by means of the attributes with which they
have decorated or rather disfigured their, God-
head, have, in fact, annihilated the God of the
Jews,or at least 8o transfarmed him that he is no
longer the same. . Thus, revelation, with all its
fables and mysteries, has only embarrassed the
reason. of mapkind, and rendered uncertain the
simple notions which they might form to them-
selves pf that necessary Being, who. governs the
universe with immautable laws. ‘Tho’ the exia-
tence of a God cannot be denied, it. is yet cer-
tain that reason capnot admit the existence of
the one which the Christiana sdore, and whose
conduct, commands, and. qualities, their reli-
gion pretends (o reveal.. If they are Atheists,
who bave no ideas of the Supreme Being, the
Christian theology must be looked upon as a
project invented to destroy his existence.*

*Divines bave always disegroed am ihen;oelvel respecting the
proefs of (he c‘suunx of a God. T::y' mutaally style eachi e‘dm-
e e e

ew ans have wr n  the existe withon
draividg upon themsel eb ‘.ﬁ" retdition of Plﬁc;sm. Odikmma,
e roaton T s onble 18, e egiitonce

Sther i . It e ve L
ofa J;hmg fo lmn?m:t nl fbl: G“I of the 3’1‘ ns. e shall
told sbat men bave 20 ‘means for judgisg of the Divinity, and
t onr understandinge are toa narrow to n! idea oi,.him.
y then do they digpaie incessantly concerning him? Why as-
"to him qualif ith destroy each dther? recounat fa- -

185

goneerning . r quarrel aud cat each
Euﬂ they m‘}!‘i.h‘ere‘nxlbiy lg::rp:eted by different persony.
F
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CHAPTER VIII

Mysieries and Dogmas of Christianily.

" Not content with having enveloped their God
In mysterious clonds snd Judiac fables, the
the teachers of Christianity veem to be still bu-
sied in the multiplication of mysteries, and em-
barrassing more and more the reason of their
disciples. Religion. designed to enligtlien
mankind, is only a tissue of engimas a labyrinth
whicheound sense can never explore. That
which ancient superetitions found most incom-
prehensible, keems not unaptly to be interwo-
ven with a religious system, which imposes e-
ternal silence on reason. The fatalism of the
Greclans, has been transformed, in the hands
of Christian priests, into predestination. Ac-
cording to this tyrannic dogma, the God of
mercies has destined the greatest part of man-
kind to eternal torments. He places them in
this world, that they, by the abuse of their fac-
ulties and liberty, may render themselves wor-
thy of the implacable wrath of their creator.—
A benevolent and prescient God, gives to man-
‘kind a free will, of which he knows they will
make so perverse an use, as to merit eternal
damnation. Thus, instesd of punishing them
with the propensities necessary to their happi-
ness, he permits them.to act, only that he may
have the pleasure of planging them fato hell.—
Nothing can be more horrid than the deserip-
tion given us by Christians of this place, desti-
ned to be the future residence of aimost all man-
kind. There a mercifel God will, throoghout an

*
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per to sesk  Those which are attributed to
Christ by his followers, are not cousidered in
the same light by the Jews, who still expect
the  Messiah, whom the former believe to have
been on earth eighteen centuries ago. The
Jewish propbecies uniformly anounce the de-
liverer of adiscontented and oppresse:l pation.
‘SBuch a one was also expected by the Romans,
and alinost all the nations of the earth. Al
mankind bave a natural propensity to hope for
a termination of the evils they suffer, and be-
lieve that Providence cannot, in justice, fail to
render them, one day, happy. 'The Jews, the
most saperstitious nation on earth, building
. upon the suppoeed promise of their God, have
always expeoted the coming of a monarch or
conqueror, who is to elevate them from dis-
grace, und crown them with trlumph. ft was
- Ympossble for them to see this deliverer in the
person of Jesus, who, instead of being the re-
storer of the Hebrfew nation, was its destroyer
~and sinte whose coming, they seem to have
lost all favor with God.

It is asserted that the destruction of the Jew-
ish nation and the dispersion of the Jews, were
themselves foretold, and that they furnish a
convincing proof of the truth of Christian
prophecy. ‘To this I answer, it was easy to
foretell the dispersion aad destruction of a rest-
less, turbulent, and rebellious people, cootinu-
ally torn and convulsed by iutestine divisions.
Besides, this peaple wasé often conguered and
dispersed. The temple destroyed by Titos, bad
previously suffered the saume fate from Nebau-
chadnedzar, who carried the captive tribes in-
to Assyria, and spread them through his terri.
tories. Tbo-dhpmioi of -the -Jews is more,
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a bliss{ul residence to those, whom God shall
have chosen, to be objects ofhis love. Bat this
place is reserved only for a small number of
elect, who, without any merit in themseives, shall
nevertheless, have unhounded elaims upon the
grace of God. a i : :

Thus, the Tartarus and Blysium of the hea-
then mythology, inveintted by impostors to awe
and seduce mankind, have been transplanted
into the system of the Chvistians, who have giv-
cls; “mm the new appeilations of Heaven and

ell,

The followers of the -Christian religion be-
lieve in a race of invisible beings, differing from
man and subordinate to God : a part of whom
is emnloyed in executing the wrath of God up-
on offenders; and part in watching over his
works, and particolarly the preservation of man,
The former, being malevolent spirits, are called
devils, demons, &c. the latter, being benevolent
spirits, are oalled angels. They are supposed
to have the faculty of rendering themselves
sensible, and taking the human form. Good an-
gels are in the imagination of Christians, what
the Nymphs, Lares, and Penates, were to be
by heathens, and what the Fuiries were with
writers of romances. - The sacred books of the
Jews and Christians, are replete with these
marvellous beings, whom God bhas ‘sent to his
favorites to be their guides, protectors and tat-
elar deities, - -

Devils are cousidered as the enemies and se-
ducers of the human race, sid perpetually bu-
sied in drawing them intosin. A power is at-
tributed to them, of performing miracles, simi-
lar to those wronght by the Most High, and,
@bove, a power that connteracts his, and ren-
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slers all his projects abartive. In fact, the Qhik{g-
tian religion does not formally allow the same
power 1o the devil as io God; nevertheléss, it
supposes, that malevolent Beipg prevents man-
kind from entering into the enjoyment of the fe-
licity destined them by the goodness of God,
and leads mast of them into eternal perdition =
Christians, however, do virtually attribute fo
the devil, gn empire much more extensive than
that of the Supreme Being. . 'The latier, with
diffculty, saves a few elect; while the former
carries off, in spite of him, the greater part of
man‘(iqd, who listen to his destructive tempta-
tions, rather than the absolute commands of
God. This Satan, the cause of so much terror
to Christians, was evidently borrowed from
the doctrine of two principles, formerly admit-
ted in Egypt and pll the East. The Osyris and
Typhon of the Egyptians, the Orosmades and
Aharimanes of the Persians and Chbaldeans,
have undoubtedly given birth to the continual
war between. the God of Christians and his for-
midable adversary. - By this systemi wmankind
have endeavounred to ucoount for all the good
and evil with which life is chequered. An Al-
mighty Devil-serves toa—auuify the Supreme
Beéing with respect to all necessary and uf-
merited ovils, which afflictthe buman race. - -

Such are the dreadful gnd mysterious dog-
trines upon which Christians, in.geperal are &-
greed. There are many others, which are pe- :
culiar to different sects. Thas, a numeroys
seot of Christians admit an intermediste state
between heaven and hell, where souls, too sin-
ful for the former and tooinnoceat for the lat-
ter, are snhjected for a time, in order to W%
by their suflerings the Ez‘zi;l they eommit iy Wb

-
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life; afler undergoing this punishment they are
received into the abodes ot eternal felicity.—
This doctrine, which was evidently drawn from
the reveries of Plato, has in the hands of the
Roman priests, been converted into an inex-
haustible source of riches. They have arroga-
ted to themselves the power of opening the
gates of purgatory, and pretend that. by their
.prayers,they can mitigate therigor of the di-
‘vine decrees, and abridge the torments of the
souls, .co,ndemred Yo this place by a just God.*
The preceding remarks shew, that the Chris-
tian religion has been often }nculcated and
spread by dint of terror. By striking mankind
with horror they render them submissive, and
remove all his dependence on his reason.}

*1t is evident that the Roman Catholics are indebted to Plato for
sheir Purgatory. That great pbil divided souls ioto three
dm;r&rumdw ble, and the incargble. The first re-
turned by retusion, to the universal soul of the world, or the divin-
ity, from which they bsd emamated ; thc second went 10 bell,

here they passed in_review every year beforo the jadges of that
E'm emptre, who suffered them 1o return to light when they had
sufiiclently expiated their faultaz the incurables remained: in Tar-
tarus, where they were to suffer eternal .lorment. Plato, as well as
Ohristisn casuists, described the crimes, faults, &c. which merjt
those different degrees of punishment.
clergy, bave topredontly sqjectad be dociribe of & Pargatons
L { 51 e y eC! loc! of a 'atol
whereby tbey have much diminished their own credit. f:"wm.'u’:
perhaps, have been wiser o have rejected the doctrine of an hetl,
whence souls can neyer be released, (haa that of Pu , which
is more reasonable, and from which the clergy can €r souls by
weans of that all powerful ageat, money

$Mahomet perceived, as well as Christian Divines, the necessity
of (righteaing mankind, is order to_govers them. “ Those,” says
the Alcoras, ¢ ‘who do not helieve, shall be clothed in a garment ot

five ; bolling water shall be poured on their heads—their skins and
their en -shall be smitten with rods of tron. 'Whenever the:
shall strive to escape (rom hell, snd avoid its toiments, they

be thryst agaio into it—and the dovils shall say anto them—* taste
the pain of ng.” Bee Alcoran, chap, viii.
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CHAPTER IX.

Of the Rites and Mysterious Ceremonies or Theurgy
v of the Chyistians. , .

If the doctrines of the Christian religion be

. mysteries inaccessible to reason; if the God it

snnounces be inconceivable, we ought not to be
surprised at seeing the rites and ceremonies of
this religion mysterious and unintelligible.—~
Concerning 8 God, who hath revealed himself
only to confound human reasun, all things
must vecssarily be incomprebensible and un-
reasonable. o .
The most important ceremony of the Chris-

. tian religian is ealled baptism. W ithout this,

no man, it is held, can be eaved. It consists
fa pouring water on the intant or adol}, with
an invoocation on the pame of the Trinity. By
the mysterious virtue of this water, and the
words by which it is acoompanied, the person
is spiritually regencrated. Heis cleansed from
the stains, transmitted throngh successive gen-
erations, from the father of the human race.—
In a word, he becomes a child of God, and is
Enpmfed to enter into his glory at death. Now,

'is sald, that the denth of man is the effect of
the sin of Adam ; and, if, by baptism, sin be ef-
faced, why is man still subject to death? But,
here we are told, it is from the spiritual, not bod-
ily, death, that Christ has deliverd mankind.—

et this spiritual death is only the death of sin-
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fulness. In this case, how daes it happen thas
Christians continue to sin, as if they had never
been redeemed and delivered fromsin? Whence
it results, that baptism is a mystery impenetra-
ble to reason, and its efficacy is disproved, by
experience.*

In some Christians sects, a bishop or pontiff,
by pronouncing a few words and applying a
few drops of oil to the forehead, cavses the spir-
it to desend lgon whom he pleases. By this
ceremony the Christian is confirmed in the faitb,
and receives invieibly a profusion of graces {rom
the Most High. Those, who wandering farthest
from reason, have entered most deeply into the
spirit of the Christian religion, not contented
with the dark mysferies common to other sects,
have jnvented one still darker and more aston-
ishing, which they denominate transubstantia-
tion. At the all powerful command of a priest,
the God of the {Iniverge is forced to descend
from the habitation of his glory, and transform
himselfinto a piece of bread. 'This bread is af-
terwards worshiped by a people, who boast
their detestation of idolatry.}

In the puerile ceremonies, so highly valucd

mm{:f»ho’mu ‘was practised in the myster M,

thh;,an(: those Jnitiated were therehy regenernted 'l‘hlh.l:; M::
3 s Myt
was also a mediator.  Atthough Iﬂ-a':hn divines consider baptitm

—

. Deoessary to salvation, we find Paul would aet sulfer the Go 1R

ans to bo bagtised. AWe slso-learn that he ciscumcised Timethens.
4The Bramas of Indostip, distribute a kind of grain in their Pa-
odas; this distributlon is ca P uﬂm, or Buchlnpm The
Lxlchnihdhnhlﬂld w, which s mantioned
by Fatber Acosta. . Gee his Tmvels, chap. 24.  The Protestants hare
Rad the courage to reject transn! tiation, although it s lomﬂ
established by Christ, who says, ‘¢ take, eat; this is my body.
Averoes said—Aalma mes eit cum pbliosapbis, non vero cum Chris-
tianis, gente stolidissima, qui Deum faciunt et comedunt. The Pe.
ruvians bave a religious ceremony, in which, after sacrificing & lamd

le hts. | with flonr, and dis
;l:’ypg’hg r, tribns;nm e

se quess, fib. 2, chap. 30




ay

5y Christians, we cannot avoid seeing the

inest traces of the Theurgy practiced among
the Orientals, where the Divine ‘Being, com-
pelled by the magic powér of certain words
and ceretnonies uttered by priests, or other per-
sons. ipitiated into the neccessary secret des-
cends to earth and performs miracies. 'This
sort of magic is ulso exercised among Chris-
tian’' ptiests. They persuade their discipfes
that, by certain arbitrary actiond, and certain
movements of the hotly, they can oblige the

- Gled of Nature to suspend his laws, give him-

setf up to their desires. and load them ' with eve-
vy favor they choose to demand. Thus, {n this
religian, the priest assumes the right of com-
manding God himeelf.  On this empire over
their God, this real’ Theurgy, or wmysterions
commerce with heaven, are foundéd those pu-
erfle and ridiculous -ceremonies, 'which Chris-
tians call sacraments. We have already seen
this ‘Theurgy in ‘Baptism, Confirmation, and,
the Eocharlst. ‘We find it aleo in penitence, or
the power which the priests, of some sects ar-
7ogate to themselves, of remitting in the name
of Heaven, all sins confessed to them. It is
seen in orders, that is to say, in the ceremony
which impresses on certain men of sacred

i character, by whieh they are ever after distin-
. guished from profane mortals, It is seen in the

rites and fanctions which torture the last mo-
ments of the dying. It is seen in marriage,

© which natural union, it is suppesed, cannot meet

—_——————

with the approbation of Heaven, unlegs the ce?-
emony of a priest render it valid, and procure it
the sanction of the Most High*

——— .
#The nuwber of Romon Cutholic sacrements Is seven ; & caPaitiiid
magic, and mysterious nymber: v Tren i cxpaily

e s i hanE
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" “We see this Theurgy, or white magic, in the
prayers, forms, liturgies, and, in short, in all
the ceremonies of the Christians. We find itin
their opinion, that worde disposed in a certain
manner can influence the will of God and oblige
hjm to change his immutable decrees. Its effi-
caey is seen in erorcisms, that is, ceremonies, in
which, by means of a magic water and rome
mysterious wordg, it is pretended that evil spir-
its which infest mankind can be expelled. Holy
waler, which hss taken the place of the aqua
Instralis of the Romans, is believed by certain
Christians to possess ustonishing virtues. It
renders sacred, places and things which wers
profane., In fine, the Christian Theurgy being
employed by a pontiff in the consecration ofa
king, renders him more respectable in the eyes
of men, and stamps him with a divine charac-
ter.
. 'Thus all is magic and mystery, all is incom.
prehensible, in a religion revealed by God him-
sels, to enlighten the darkened understandiog
of mankiad. .

e ———

CHAPTER X.
- - Of the Fupired Writings of the Christians.
Christians endeaver to prove the divine ori-
gin of their religion by certain writings, which
they believe to be sacred, and to have been in-

inspired by God himself, Let us then see if
these writings do really exhibit marks of that

.
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wisdom, omniscience and perfection which we
attribute to Divinity. -

The Bible, every word of which, Christians
believe to have been dictated by inspiration, is
composed of an incongruous collection of the
sacred writings ofthe Hebrews, called the OlWl
Testapent; to which are added, a number of
worke, more recent indeed, but of equal inspira-
tion, known by the name of the New Testament.
At the head of this collection are five books
which are atiributed to Moses, who was, it is
sald, in writing them, the secretary of God.—
He therein goes back to the origin of things.—
He attempts to initiate us into the mystery of
the creation of the world, of which he has only
the most vague and confused ideas. He betrays
at every word a profound ignorance of the laws
of Nature. God,according to Moses, created
the sun, which, in our planetary system, is the
source of light, several days after he had creat-
éd the light. God, who can be represented by
no imaie, created man in his own image. He
creates him male and female; but, soon forgetting
what be bad done, hé creates woman from one
of the ribs of the man. In one word, we see,
at the very entrance of the Bible, nothing but
ignorance and contradiction.® Tt appears, at
once, thut the cosmogony of the Hebrews is
only a tissue of fables and allegories, incapable
of giving any true idea of things, and calculated
to please only a wavage and ignorant people,
destitute of science, and unqualified for reason-

*8¢. Augustin confessés that there is no of the
true sense of the threa first chapters

f
" religion and attributing things to Gﬁd\vhhﬁ are wonwerthy of sb,
and

o
ute detlares tbu't recourse must ?)n to All;?ory.“hhfi. de (oo~
conira Mechineos, graats, if we take
oFito Binie Nterally, 1t o absu end Sontradictory.  Fhibes »o 6
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ing. In the rest of the writings of Moses, we
see little but a string of marvellous and unprob-
able stories, and a mass of riliculous and arbi-
trary laws. The author concludes with giving
an account of his own death. The books pos-
terior to Moses, exhibit equal ignorance. Josh-
ua stops the sun, which did not move. Samp-
son, the Jewish 3} rcules, has strength to over
throw atemple.—iht we should never finish
the ennumeration of the fabjes and falshoeds, of
these books, which are audaeiously attributed
to the Holy Ghoet. . The story of the Hebrews -
presents us only with a mass of tales, unworthy
the gravety of history and the majesty of Divini-
ty. Ridieslous to reason, it appears to have
‘been invented only to amuse the credulity of s
stupid and infant peaple . . ‘ !
-This strange compilation is intermingl
with _obscure and unconnected oracles, w
which different propbets have, from time to
time, enriched Jewish superstition. KEv .
thing, in the Old Testament, breathes enthual-
asm, funaticism, 8o« delirium, often decorated
with pompoys language. There, eve? thing
isto be found, except good senee, good logi
and reason, which seems to he absolutely ex-

cluded from the books, which guide the con- |
duct of the Hebrews and Christians, | ;
_We bave already mentioned, the abject. and |
often, absurd ideas of God, which are exhihited
in the Bible. In this book, all his conduct_ap-
pears ridiculons. . He blows hot aod cold, and
contradicts bimself every moment. He acts
trpradenitly, and ther: repents of what he had {
‘done. He sapports with one hand, and destro
yyith the other, After having punished all ]
wingh race with death, for the sirs of man, h

F
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deolaves, by Ezekiel, that he is just, #ud will agt
render children responsible for the iniquities of
their tathers. He commands the Hebrews, by
the mouth of Moses, to rob the Egyptians. In
the decalogue, pubtished by Moses, theft and
murder are forbidden. In short, Jehovabh, ever
in contradiction with himself, varies with cir-
cumstances,preserves no uniformity of conduct,
and is represented in the books, said to be in-
spired by his spirit, as a tyrant, which the most

! decided villain would blush to be.

When we cast our eyes over the New Testa-

. ment, there, also we see nothing charaoteristic
i ofthat spirit of truth which issaid to have dic-
© tated this work. Four historians, or fabulists
, have written the marvellous history of the Mes-

sish  Seldom agreeing with respect to the cir-

cumstances of his life, they sometimes contra-
dict each other in the most palpable manner.—

. The genealogy of Christ, given us by Matthew,
. differs widely from that given us by Luke.—

One of the Evangelists says, that Christ was
carried into Egypt; whilst, by another this event
is not even hinted at, One makes the duration

. of his mission three years, while another repre-
. sents it as only as many months. We do not
. find them at better accord, respecting the facts

in general, which they report. Mark says that
Christ died at the third hour, that is to say, nine
o’clock in the morning: John says, thathe died
at the sixth hour, that is. atnoon. According to
Matthew and Mark, the women, who, after the

. death of Jesus. went to his sepulchre, saw oanly
i one angel; whereas, accordivg to Luke and
- John, they saw two.. These angels were, by

some. said to be within the tomb; by others
without. Several of th'fs miracles of Jesns arg
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‘aldo, differently reported by the Evangelists,.—
This is likewise the case with his appearances
after his resurrection. Ought not all these
things to excite a doubt of the infallibility of the
Evangelists, and the reality of the divine inapi-
rations ? What shall we say of the fulse and
forged prophesies, applied to Christ in the gos-
pels ? Matthew pretends that Jeremy foretold
that Christ should be betrayed for thirty pieces
of silver ; yet, no such prophecy is to be found
in Jerimiah. Nothing is tore singular than
the manner in which Christian divines evade
these difficulties. Their solutions are cateuls-
ted $o satisfy only those who conceive it their
doaty to remain in blindness.* Every man of
sense must feel, that all the industry and eoph-
ism on earth can never reconcile such{palpable
contradictions; and the efforts of interpreter
serve only to shew the wealiness of their cauee.
Ys it, then, by subterfuges, subtleties, and falee-
hoods, that we are to render service to God ?
We find equal errors and contradictions in the
pompous gascanarde & declamatory bombast of |
St. Paul. The epistles and harrangues of this
msn, inspired by the Spirit of God, appear te
be the enthusiasti¢ ravings of a madman. The
most labored commentaries have, in vain, en-,
deavored to reconcile the contradictions with
which his works are filled, and the inconsist-
ency of his conduct, which sometimes favored,
and sometimes opposed Judisism.f We do

*Jerome himself says, that the quotations of Matthew
do not a) with the Greek version of the Bible. Eras-
mus is obliged to confess, that the Holy Spirit permitted
the Apostles to go astray. )

48St. Paul hunself informs us, that be was ravished upto ‘
fire hifd heaven. Wiy way he transported thither, cuf |

|
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not find ourselves more enlightened by the
works attribated to. the other Apostles. {t
seems as if these persouns, inspired by the Holy
@host, came on the earth only to prevent their
disciples from comprehending what they bad

" been sent ta teach them.

At the fpot of the collection, which forms the
New Testument, we find the mystic work,
Knowa by the nume of the Revelation of 8t. Jojin.
'This is an unintelligible thing. in which the au-
thor has endeavored to collect and concentrate
all the gloomy and dreadful.ideas contained in
the rest of the Bible. It exhibits to the wretch-
ed race of Man, the awful and approaching
end of a perishing world. It is filled with hor-
rid pictures, by gazing on which, the trembling
€hristian becomes petrified with fear and won-
der, indifferent to life, and useless, or an incum-
branece to society. 'Thus, in a manner not un~

what did he learn by his journey? Things unspeakable,
which no man could comprehend. What advanhx: dre
mankind to derive from all this 7 St. Paul, in the Acts ot
the Apostles. is guilty of a falssheod, in saying before the
high priest, tnat he is persecuted, because -be is a Phari-
see, and on account of the resurrection. Here are two
untruths. First. because Paul was, at that time, the t
zealous Apostle of the Christian religion, and consequent®
ly a Christian. 8 dly, b the ations brought
against him, dul not refer to his opinion on resurrection.
If we know that the Aposties sometimes wander from tho
truth, how shall we believe thew at others? Further, we
see this dgreat Apostle continually ehanging bis conn:

and conduct. At Jerusalem he point blank aﬂpcm Peter,
who favored Judaism ; whereas he himself afterwards
complied with the Jewish rites.  In fine, he always ac-
commodates h-meelf 1o the cironmstauces of the time, and.
becomes all things to all men. He seems to have set @n
example to the Jesuits of the conduct 1n the Indies, with
which they are reproached wgere they ugite lie woship
of the Pagags (o that of €pkrise ~
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worthy of'itself, terminates this compilation, so
inestimable and adorable to Christians, so rid-
iculous and contemptible to the man of reason,
so unworthy of a good and bounteous God ; so
detestable to him who contemplates the unpar-
alleled evils it has occasioned on the earth.

Having taken for the rule of their conduct
and opinions, a Book, so {ull of blasphemous
fables and striking contradictions concerning
Glod, Christians have never agreed in the in-
terpretation of his will, or precisely known
what he exacted from them. Thus, they hive
made this obscure work a bone of contentidn.
an inexaustible source of quarrels, a comnon
arsenal, where all contending parties have sup-
plied themselves with' arms, for mutual des
troction. Geometricians dispute not concern-
ing the fundamental principles of their science.
By what fatality does it happen that Christian
revelation, the foundation of a religion on which
depends the eternal felicity of man, should be
unintelligible, subject to disputes, and often
deluge the earth in blood ? To judge by effects,
such a revelation ought rather to be thought
the work of a malign spirit, a génius of dark-
ness and falsehood, than a God desirous to
preserve, enlighten, and beautify mankind.

’
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CHAPTER XI.

Of Christinn Morality.

Were we to believe Chrstians, there could
bave been no true morality oo earth before the
ooming of the founder of their sect. They rep.
resent the world as haviog been plunged in
darkness and vice.at all times and places where
Christ was unknown. Yet ‘morality was al-
ways necessary to mankind ; for, without it, no
society can exist. We find, that before the
time of Christ, there were flourishing and virtu-
ous nations, and enlightened philosaphers, who
continually reminded mankind of their duties,
'The precepts of Soerates, Conlucius, and the

. Gtymnosophists of India, are by no means infe.

rior to those of the Messiah of the Christiaus.
We find, amongst heathens, innumerable in-

" stances of equity, humanity, temperance, disin~

teresteduness, patience and meekness, which
flatly contradiot the pretemsions of the Chris
tians, and prove that, before Chirst was known
on earth, virtues flourished, which were far
more real than those he came to teach men.
Was a supernatuaral revelation necessary to
inform mankind that society cannot exist with-
out virtue, and that by the admission of vioe,
socleties consent to their own destruction ?——
Was it necessary that a God should spesk, to
shew that they have need of mutual aid and
mautual love? Was assistance from on High
necessary to discover that revenge is an evil,
aadan oukrage upongtlée laws, which, when
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they are just, assume to themselves thie right ¢f
retribution ? Is not the forgiveness of injuries
connected with this principle? And is not ha-
tred eternalized, where implacable revenge is
exercised ? Is not the pardoning of our ene-
mies a greatness of soul, which gives us an ad-
vantage over those who offend us? When we
do good to our enemies, does it not give us a
superiority over them ? Is not such cenduet
oalculated to multiply our friends? Does not
every man, who is desirous to live, perceive
that vice, intemperance, and voluptuousness,
maust shorten the period oflite ?- Has not expe-
rience demonstrated to every thinking being,
that vice is injurious and detestable, even to
those who are not free from its empire, and that
the practice of virtue is the only menns of ac-
quiring real esteem and love? However little
mankind may refiect on what they themselves,
their true interests. and the end of society are,
they must feel what they ought to be 10 each
other Good laws will render them good ;
and where these exist, there is no need of flying
to heaven for rules for the preservation and
happiness of society. Reason is sufficient to
teach us our duties to cur fellow creatures,—
What assistance can it receive from a religion
by which it is continually contradicted and de-
graded. ;

It is said, that Christianity, far from counter-
actiog -morality, is its chief support, and renders
its obligations more sacred, by giving them the
sanctien of God. In my opinion, however, the.
Christian religion, instead of supporting moral-

- ity renders it weak and precarious. It cannot
possibly have any solid fonndation on the com-
ioands of g God, whois changing, partial and
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capricious, and ordains with the same moyth,
Justice and injustice, concord and caroage, to}-
eration und persecution. It is impossible to
follow the precepts of a- rational morality, an-
der the empire ot a religion, which makes a
merit of the most d- structive zeal, enthusiasm
and fanaticism. A religion which commands
us o imitate the ronduct of a despot who de-
lifhts to ensnare his creatares, who is implaca-
ble in his vengeance, and devotes to flaming
destraction all who have the misfortane to dig-
please him, is incompatible with all morality.
The innumerable erimes with which the Chris-
tian, more than any other religion. has stained
itself, have always been committed under the
pretext of pleasing the ferocious God whom the
Christians have inherited from the Jews. The
moral character of this God, must of necessity,

overn the moral conduct of those who adore

im.

Hence arises the uncertainty of Christlans,
whether it be most conformable to the spirit of
their religion to tolerate or to persecute those who
differ from them in opinion. The two parties
find themselves equally authorized in modes of
<conduct which are diametrically opposite. . At
one time, Jehovah declares his detestation of
idolators, and makes it a duty to exterminate
them ; at another time Moses forbids his peo-
ple to speak ill of the God of nations . The Son of
®od forbids persecution, after having eaid that
men must be constrained to enter into . his king-
dom. Yet, as the idea of asevere and cruel
€od makes a much deeper impression than that
of a bounteous one. true Christians have gener-
ally thought it their duty to exert their zeal a-
gainst those whom they bave supposed _w'be



evemids to their God. 'They have imagined it
impossible to offend him by erpousing hie cause
with too much ardor. Toleration has seldom
been practised, except by indolent and pblegm-
atic Christians, of a temperament little analo-
gous to that of the God whom they serve.

Must not a true Christian, to whoese imita.
tion the examples of the saints and heroes of
the Old Testament are propored, become fero-
cious and sanguinary ? Will he not find mo-
.tives for cruelty in the conduct of Moses, who

. twice caused the blood of Israel to stream, and
immolated to bis God more than forty thousand
wictims? To justify his own, will he not ap-

" peal to the perfidious cruelty of Phincas, Jabel,

and Judith ? Will he not see Dayid to be s !

|

aonster of barbarity, adultery, and rebellion,

which nevertheless does not prevent his being

@ man gfter God's own heart? In short, the whole -

Bible informs the Christian that his God is de-
lighted with a furious zeal in his service ; and
. this zeal istsufficient to close his eyes on every
species of crime. i
Let us not, then, be surprised to see Chris-
1jans incessantly persecating each other. [If
they are at any time tolerent. it is only when
they are themselves perseuted, or too weak to
persecute others. Whenever they have power
they become the terror and destruction of each
other. Since Cbhristianity first appeared on
earth, it different sects have incessantly quar-
relled. 'They have mutually exercised the most
refined cruelty. Sovereigns, in fmitation of
David, have espoused the quarrels of discord-
" ant priests, and served God by fire and sword.
XKings themselves have often perished the vic-
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tims of religious fanaticism, which tramples on
every moral duty in obedience to its God.

In a word, the religion, which boasts of hav-
ing brought peace on evrth and good will towurds
men, has for eigivteen centuries caused more
ravages an-' greater effusions of blood than all
the superstions of Heathenism. It has raised
walls of separation hetween the citizens of the
same slate. It has banished concord and affec.
tion from families. It hue made a duty of in-
justice anil inhumanity, The followers of a
God, who was unjustly offended at mankind,
because as unjust as he. " The eeryunts ofa
jealous and vindictive God. conceived it their
duty to enter into hie quarrels and avenge his
fojuries. Under n God of cruelty, it was judged
meritorious to cance the earth to echo with
groans and float in blood.

Suach are the important services which the
Christian religion hax rendered to morality.—
Let it not be said that it is throngh a shameful
abuse of this religion, that these horrors have
happened. A spirit of persecution and intoler-
ance is the spirit of a religion ordained by a -
God. jealous of his power; a God who has
forinally commanded the commiesion of mur-
der; a God who, in the excess of his anger,
has not spared even his own Son ! The servant
of such a God is much surer to please him by
exterminating his enemies, than by permitting
them to offend him in peace. Sach a God must
necessarily serve as a pretext to the most des-
tructive excesses. A zeal for his glory is used
as a veil to coaceal the passions of all impostors
and fanatics who pretend to be interpretors of
the will of heaven ; and the enthusiast hopesto
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wash away the greatest crimes dy batbing ks
bands in the blood of the enemies of his Glod.
By a natural consequence of the samp prin-
ciples, an intolerent religion can be only condi-
tionally submissive to the authority of temporal
sovereigns. Jews and Christians cannot be
obedient to a .temporal government, unless its
laws be conformed to the arbitary - and often
ridioulous commands of their God. Bat who
shall decide whether the laws, most advanta-
geous to society, are conformed to the will of
his God ? Without doubt, his ministers, the
confidants of his secrets and interpreters of his
aracles. Thusin a Christian state. the citizens
must he sybject rather to spiritual than tempo-
ral government, to .the priest rather than the
wmagistrate. Hence maust arise civil war, blood-
shed, proscription. and all that inspires the hu-
wan breast with horror.
Such is the support afforded to morality by
a religien, the first principle of which is to ad-
mit the Gnd of the Jews, that is, a tyrant, whose
fantastic commands annihilate every rule ne-
cessary to the, tranquil existence of society.—
_This Glod creates justice and injustice, his Sa-
preme Will changes good into had, and vice
ioto virtue. His caprice overturns the laws,
which he himeself had given to natme. He de-
stroys at his pleasure,the moral relations among
mankind. In his own conduet, he. dispenses
with all duties towards his creatures. He seems
to authorise them to follow no. certain laws,
except those prescribed to them, in different
circumstances, by the voice of his ministers and
prophets. These, when in power, preach noth-
ing hut submission. 1fan attempt be made to
abridge that power, they preach arms and re.
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bellion. Arethey weak ¢ They preach tolera-
tion, patience and meekness. Are they strong ¢
They preach perrecution. revenge, rapine and
oruelty. They always find in Holy Writ arga
ments to anthorise these different modes of con-
duct. They find in the oracles of their just and
immutable God, arguments amply sufficient to
justify actions diametrically opposite in their
nature and eseence. To lay the foandation of
morality on such a God. or open bouks which
contain laws so contiadictory, is to give it an
unstable base ; it is to found it on the caprice
of those who speak in the name of God ; it is to
found it on the temperament of each one of hiy
adorers, . . '

Morality should be foundell upon- invariable
rales. A God, who destroys these rules, de-
stroys his own work. If God be the creator of
man, if he iotends their happiness and preserv.
ation, he would have them to be just, humane,
and benevolent, and averse to injustice, fanati-
oism and cruelty. i

From what has been said, we may see what

‘'we ought to think of those divines who pretend

that, without the christian religion there could
be neither morality nor virtue among mankind,

The converse of this proposition would much

nigher approach the fruth: and it might be
maintaioed, that every Christian who imitates
bis God and practices all his commands, maost
necessarily be an immoral person. If it be said
that thrse commands are not always unjust,
and that the scriptures often breathe beneva-
lence. harmony and equity. I answer, chrisfians
must have an inconstant morality, sometimes
good and sometimes had, aceording to interest
and ipdividaals. It appears that Christians
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must ¢ither be wholy destitute of true morality,
or vibrate continunlly from virtue to vice, and
from vice to virtue.

The Christian religion is but a rotten prop to
morality. Tt will not bear examination, and e-
very mun who discovers its defects will be rea
dy to helieve that the moraltiy founded on such
a basis can be onfy a chimera. Thus we often
bebold men, who have couched the neck bhe-
neath the yoke ofreligion, break loose at once
and abandon themselves to debauchery, intem-
perance. and every kind of vice, scaping
from the slavery of superstition, they fly to com
plete anarchy, and dishelieve all moral du-
ties, because they have found retigion to be but
a fahle. Hence, among christlaus, the words
infide/ and libertine have become synonymous.
All these inconveniences would be avoided, if’
mankind, instead of being taught a theological,
were taught a natural morality. Instead of in-
terdioting intemperance and vice because they
are offensive to God and religion; they should
be prevented, by convincing man that they are
destructive to his existence, and render him cop
temptible in society; that they are dirapproved

and forbidden by reason and nature, who aim *

at his preservation, and direct him to take the
path that leads to permanent felicity. What-
ever may be the will of God, and independent-
ly of future rewarde and punishments announc-
ed by religion, it is easy to prove to every man
-that it is, in this world, his interest to preeerve
his health. to respect virtue, ncquire the esteem
of his fellow creatures, and. in fine, to be chaste’
temperate and virtnoas. Thoee whose passions
will not auffer them to attend to princi.les so-

clear and reasonable, will not be mvore docile tor

‘
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the voice of a religion, which they will cease
to believe the moment it opposes their misguid-
ing propensities. '
Let, then, the pretended advantages, which
the Christian religion lends morality, be po lon-
. ger bousted. The principles drawa from reve-
. lation tend to its destruction. We have fre-
- quent examples of Christian nations, whose
. maorals are far more corrupted, than those of
' people whom they style infidels and heathens,
- the former are, at least, most subject to religious
. fanaticism, a passion calculated to banish jus-
tice and ull the social virtaes from society.
Christianity creates intolerants, and persecu-
. tors, who are much. urore injarious to society
! than the moet abandoned debauchees It is,
at least, certain, that the most christian nations
of Europe, are not those where true morality
is most felt and practised. In Spain, Portugal
. and [tally, where the most superstitious sect of
' Christians has fixed its residence, people live
. in the most shameful ignorance of their duties.
Robbery, assassination, debauchery, and per-
secution, are there carried to their worst ex-
- treme; and yet all men are fall of religion. Few
. virtuous men exist in those countries. Reli-
' gion itself there hecomes an accomplice to vice,
- fornishes oriminals with an asylum, and pro-
, cures to them eusy means of reconciliation with
God. Presents, prayers, and ceremonies,there,
arnish mankind with a dispensation from the
g;actice of virtue. Amongst nations, who
ast of possessing Christianity in all its purity,
relizion has so entirety absorbed the attention
of its sectaries that morality entevs not into
their thought; aund they think they fulfil all their
dnties by a scrupulous !clnbservntionof the minu.
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the of supepstitious ceremonles, whilst they are
strangers to all social affections and labor for
the destruction of human happiness.

¢

CHAPTER_XII. .
Of the Christian Virtues.
What has been said Is sufficient to shetwv what

we ought to ‘think of christian tnorahty IF we .

examine the virtues recommended in the chris-
tian religion. we find them but illy calculuted
for mankind. . They lift him ebove his sphere,
are useless to society, and often of dangerous
consequence. In the boasted precepts. whick
Jesus Christ came to give mankind, we find lit
tle but extravagant maxims, the practice of
- which is impossible. and rules which literally
followed, must prove injurious to ‘society. In
those of his precepts that are practicable, we
find nothing which was not as well or better
known to the sages of antiquity, without the
aid of revelation.

According to the Messiah, the whole duty of
man consists in loving god above all things. and
his neighbour as himeelf. [s it possible to obey
this precept? Can » man love n God ahove ail
things, who is repre<cnted as  wrathfal, capri-
cious, unjust, and implacable? who is said to be
u'uel enoufh to dumn his creatures eternally ?

€an man flove abyve a?l things, an obfect the
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moss dreadfal that buman imagination could

ever conceive! Can such an object excite in

the human heart a sentiment of love? How can
we love that which we dread? How cab we
delight in the God, under whosé rod we trem-
ble? Do we not deceive ourselves, when we
think we love a being so terrible, and so calca-
lated to excite pothing but horror 1

Is it even practicable for mankind to love
their neighbors as themselves ? Every man
natorally loves himselfin preference to ail oth-
ers.. He loves his fellow-creatures only in pro-
portion as they contribyte to his happiness. Ho
exercises virtue in doing good to his neighbor.
He acta generously when he sacrifices his self-
Jove to his iove for another. Yet he will never
love his fellow, crealures but for the usefal
qualities he finds in.them, He can love them
no farther than they are known to him, and his

.lave for them must ever he governed by the

good he receives from them. ) ‘

T'o love ane's epemies is then imposgible * A
man may abstain {rom doing evil to the person
by whom he is injured; butlove is an affection
which can be excjted in oge hearts only by an
object which we supposed friendly to us. Pol-
itic nations, who have enacted just and wise
laws, have always forbillden individyals to re-
venge, or do justice to themselves. A senti-
ment of generosity, ‘ol greatness of soul or he-
roism, may induce mankiod to do guod to those
from whom they suffer injuries. By such means.

" *Seneca says, with much truth, that a man of sense can.
not fear the Gods, because no men can love what he fears
—De Benef. 4. ' The Bible says, the feaf of the Lord is the
‘l_;snnin. of wizdom. 1hink itrather the beginning of

\
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they exalt themselves above their enemies, and
may even change the disposition of their hearts.
Thus, without having recourse to a supernatur-
al morality, we feel that it is our interest to sti-
flein our hearts the lust of revenge: Christians
may, therefore, cease to boast the forgiveness
of injuries, as a ()I‘Pt‘ept that could be given on-
ly by their God, and which proves the divine
origin of their mor‘a!ity. Pythagoras, long be-
fore the timne of (’hrist, had said, let men revenge
themselves upon their enemies, anly by laboring to
convert them inlo friends. Socrates taught that it
was not lawful for a man, who had received an inju-
7y, to revenge it by doing anether injury. =~ -

Christ must have forgetten thut he spoke to
men, when,in order to conduct them to perfec-
tion, he commanded them to abundon their
posseesions td the avidity ofthe first who should
demand them ; to turn the other cheek to re-
ceive & hew iasult ; to oppose no resistiance to
the most outrageous violence ; to renounce the
perishable riches of this world ; to forsake
hounses, possessions, relations, and friends, to
follow him; aad to reject éven the most inno-
cent pleneules Who does not see in these
sublime precepts, the language of enthusiusm
and hyperbole ?  Are not they calculated to
discourage man, and throw him into despair ?
It literally practised, would they not prove ru-
inous to society.

What shall we say of the morality which
commands the humnan heart to detach itself
from objects which reason commandsittolove?
When we refuse the blessings offered us by
nature, do we not deepise the benefactions of
the One Supreme ? What real goou can result
to society from the melancholy and ferociogs
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virtues which Christians consider indispensi-
ble? ‘ Cana man continge useful to society
when his mind is perpetually agitated with im-
-aginary terrors, gloomy ideas, and black inqui-
etudes, which incapacitate him for the perform-
ance of his duties to his family. his ccuntry and
mankind ? If the Christian adhere to the gloo-
my principles of his religion, must he not be-
<come equally insupportable to himself and those
by whom he is snrrounded ? o

It cunnot be said, that, in general, fanaticism
and enthusiasy are the hases of'the morality of
Christ. The virtues, svhich he recommends,
tend to render men unsocial, to plunge.them in-
to melancholy. and often to render them injuri-
ouas te their tellow.creatures. Amonyg human

. beings., humaa virtues ure necessary ; Chris-

Wun virtuez ure not calculated on.the scale of

roal life. ., Society has need of real virtues,
from which it may derive energy, activity and
support. - Vigilance, labor and affection, are
aecessary to families. . A desire of enjoying
lawful pleatures, and avgmenting the som of
their hoppiness, is necessary to all mankind.
The Christian religion is perpetoally busied in
degrading mankind by threatening them with
dismaying terrors, or diverting them with frivo-
lous hopes ; sentiments equally proper to turn
‘them from theit true duties. If the Christian
literally obey the precepts of his legislator, he
will ever he either an useless or injurious mem-
ber of society.*

*Notwithstanding the eulagies lavished by Christians
on theprecepts of their divine master, some of them are
wholly contrary to equity and right reason. When Jesus
says, make to yourseives friends in heaven with the mam-
mon of unrighteousness, d;!eozhe not plainly insinuate,
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What real advantage can mankind derive
from those ideal virtues which Christians style
cvangelie, divine. &c. and which they prefer to
the =ocial, humane and substuntial virtues, and
without which they pretend no man can please
God, or enter into bis glory? Let u:- examine
those hoasted virtues in detatl. Let vy see of
what utility they are to society, and  whether
they truly merit the preference which is given
them. to those which are pointed out by remson
as necessary to the welfare of mankind.

The first of the Chirvstian virtues is faith,which
serves as a foundation for all the others. It
consists in an imposible econviction of the re-
vealed doctrines and absurd fables which the
Christian religion communds its disciples to be-
lieve. - Hence it appears that this virtue exacts
a total renunciation of reason, snd impractica-
ble assent to improbable facts, and a blind sub-
mission to the authovity of priests, who are the
only guarantees of the truth of the doctrines
and miracles that every Christian mast beleive
under penalty of dambation, .

This virtue, althongh neressary to all man-
kind. is nevertheless, a gift of heaven. and the
effect of a special grace It forbids all doubt

that we may take fram othcrs wherewithal to give alms
to the poor? Divines will say that be spoke in parables ;
these pnrables are, however, easily u folded. ~ In the
mean time, this precept ie bat 100 wel' followed. Many
Christians ¢heat and swindle during il their lives to bave
the pleasure of making donations at their death to church-
es, monasteries, &c —The Messiah, at another time, trea-
ted hin wnother, who with parental selieitude was seeking
bim, extremely 1ll. Hec mmands his diacipies to steal an
ass, Hc drownws an herd of swine, &¢. 1t must be con-
fessed, these things do not agree extremely well with good
morality.
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and enquiry ; and deprives man of the liberty¥
of cxercising his reason and reflection. It re-
duces him to the passive acquiescence of beasts
in matters which he is, at the same time, told
are of all things most important to his eternal
happiness. Hence it is plain. that faith is a
virtue invented by men, who shrinking {rom the
light of reason, deceived their fellow creatures, .
to suhject them to their own authority, and de-
graded them that they might exercise an em-
pire over them. If faith be a virtue, it is cer-
tainly useful only to.the spivitual guides of the
Christians ; for they alone gather its finita. [t
cannot but be injuriouvs to other men, who are
taught by it 1o despise that reason, which dis-
tinguishes them from brutes, and is their only
fuithful guide in this world, * Christians, how-
cver, represent this reason as perverted and an
unfaithful guide ; by which they seem to inti-
mate that it was not made for reasonable be-
ings. O0ay we not. however, aek them how far
this renunciation of reason ouight to be carried?
Do not they themselves, in certain cases, have
recourse to reason? Do they hot appeal to rea-
son, when they endeavor to prove the existence
of their God ? N

" Be this as it may, it'is an nbeardity to say we
believe that, of which we have no conception.
What. then, are the motives of the Christian,
for pretending to such a belief? His confidence
in his spiritual guides.. But what is-the founda-
tion of this confidence ? Revelation. On what
then, is Revelation itself founded * On the au-’
thoritv of epirituat guides. Such is the manner
in which Christians reason. Their arguments
in tavor of faith are comprised in the followin
sentence. 'Po befieve our religion it As necessary o
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have fuith, and to have faith, you must believe in
our religion. Or, it is necessdry to have farth

" already, in order to believe in the necessity of
faith* )

The phamtom Faith, vanishes at the approach
of the sun of reason. It can never sustain a
calm examivnation. * Hence it arises, thut cer-
tain Christian divines are so much at enmity
with science. 'The founder of their religon de-
elarr d, that his law was niade for ignorsnt men
& children. Faith is the effeet of a grace which
Glod seldom grunts to enlightened persons, whe
are accustomed to consult their reason, Itis
adapted only to the mind< ot men, who are in-
capable of reflection. vendered insane by en-
thusiasm, or invincibly attached to the prejudi-
ces of childhood. Science must ever he ut eo-
mity with this religion ; for in proportion as
either of them gains ground the oither must
lose.

Aunother Christian virtae, proceeding from
the former, is Hope. Tounded on the flattecing
promises, given by this religion to those who
renider themselves wretched 1n this life, it feeds
their enthusiasm. It indoces them .firmly to
Lelieve that God will reward, in heaven, their

*Many divines have maintained, that faith witheut
works is sufficient for salvation. "This is the virtue which
is, in general, most cried up among them. It is, at least,
the one most necessary to their existence. It is not,
therefore, surprising that they have endeavered to esiab-
lis itby fire and sword, I ‘was for the support of taith
that the inquisition burned heritics and Jews. Kiogs und
priesis per , for the blish t of faith, Chris-
tinns have destroyed those who were destitute ot farth, in
arder 10 demonstrate to them their error. O, wondreus
virtue, and worthy of the God of mercies ! His ministers
punish mankind, when ho refuses them his grace. ! {
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gloominess, inotility, indolence, prayers, and
detestation. of pleasures on earth. How can a
man, who, being intoxicated with these pom-
pous hopes, become indifferent to his owa hap-,
piness, concern bimself with that of his fellow-
creatures ! 'The Christian believes that he
pleases his God by rendering himself miserable
in this life: and, however flattering his hopes
may be for the future, they are here empoisen-
ed by the idea of u jealous God, who commands
him to work eut his eswn eanlvation.with fear
dand trembling, who will plange him into. eter-
nal torture, if he for a moment has the weak-
ness to be n MaN. . .

Another of the Christian virtues is Chastity.
It consists in loving God and our neighbor.—.
We have always seen how difficuit, not to say
impossible, it is to feel sentiments of tenderness-
for any being whom we fear. It will undoubt-
edly be said, that the fear of’ the Christians is a
iilial fear. "Fear is a passion, totally opposite-
to love. A son. who fears the anger and dreads-
the capricer of n father, can never love him.
sincerely. The love, therefore, of a Christian
to his God, can never be true. In vain he en-
deavors to feel sentiments of tenderness for a.
rigorous master, at whose ideg his heart shrinks
back in terror. He can never love him but as
a tyrant, to whom his mouth renders the hom-«
age that his heart refuses. The devotee is not
honest to himself, when he pretends to love his
God. His affection is a dissembled homuge,
like that which men are forced to render to
certain inhuman despots, who, while they tread
their subjects in the dust, demand {rom them
the exterier marks of attachment. If some
tender minds, by ferce of illnsion, feel senti-

N
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1ments of diviue love, it is then a mystic and ro-
mantic passion, produced by a warm tempera-
ment, and an ardent imagioation, which pre-

. sent their God to thewn dressed in smiles, with
all the impated faults concealed.? The love of
God is not the least incomprehensible mystery
of this religion. ’ -

Chavity, considered as the love of mankind,
isa virtuous and necessary disposition. 1ithen
becomes no more than that tender humanity
which attaches us to ouar fellows,.aad inclines
us to love and assist them  But how shall we
reconcile thia attachment with the commands
of a jealous God, who would have us to love
uone "ut himself, and who came to separate the
friend from the f{riend, and the son from the
father? According to the precepts of the gos-
pel it would be <ciminal to offer God an heart
shared by an earthly object. It would be idol-
atry thus to confound-the creature with the

"Creator. And farther. how can the Christian
love beings who continaally offend hisn God ?
Beings who would centinually betray them-
selves into nffence ? How can he love sinners?
Experience teaches us that the devout. obliged
by principle to hate themnselves. have little more -
‘affection for others. [If this be the case. they

. ¥It is an nrdent end teader temperament that produces
mystic devolion. Hysterical women, are those who eomr-
monly love God with most vivacity, they love him to dis
traction, as they would love a mun. - In monasreries,
particularly Ste. Therese, Madeleine de Pazzy, a ls coque
~—most of the devotees are of this description. Their im-
nginations grow wild, and they give to their God, whom
tbey pdint in the most eaptivat'ng colors, that tenderness
which they are not permitted to bestow on beings of their
own species. [t requires a strong imagination (o be ymit-

- 4en with am olfect unknown.
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bave not arrived atthe perfection of divine love.
We do isot find that those, who are supposed
to love the Creator most ardently, shew much
afte. lion for his creatures. On'the contrary, we
see them fill with bitterness all who surround
them ; they criticise with severity the faults of
others, and make it 1 crime to speak of human
frailty ' with indulgence.®* A sincere love for
God must be accompanied with zeal, A true
Christain must be enraged when he sees his
G 11 offented. 'He must arm bimeelf with a
Just and holy severity to repress the offenders.
He must have an ardent desire to extend the
emypire of hi+ religion. A zeal. oviginating in
this divine love, hus been the source of the terri-
ble perseeutions of which €hristians have so
often been guilty. - Zeal! produces murderers
as well as martyrs. It is this geal that prompts
intolerant man to wrest the thander from the
hand of the Most High, to avenge him of his
enemies. It is this zeal that causes members
of the same state, and the same family, to detest
and torment each other for opinoss, and puerile
ceremonies, which they are led to esteem as of
the last importance: ' It is this seal that has a
thousand times kindled these religious wars so
remarkable for their atrocity. . Finally, it is this
zeal for religion which justifies calumny. trea-
son, carnage, and, in shoit, the disorders most
fatal to eociety, . It has always been consider-

*Devotees are generally considcred as scourges of soei-
ety. A devout woman has seldom the talent of coneiliat-
ing the love of her hushand and his domestics. A gloomy
and melanchely religion t render its disciples very
amiable. A sad and sullcn monarch miust have sad and
sullen aubjects. - Christians have judiciously remarked,
“that Jesus Christ wept, but never smiled ’

’
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ed as lawful to employ artifice, falsehood and
force, in suppoit of the cause of God.————s
‘The most choleric and corrapted men are com-
monly the most zealous. ‘They hope, that for
the sake of their zeal, Heaven will pardon the
depravity of their manners, be.it ever so exces-
sive.

It is from an effect of the same zeal that en-
thusiastic Christiuns fly over every sea and
continent, to extend the. empire of their God
and make proselytes. Stiraulated by this zeal,
missionaries go to trouble the repose of what
they call heathen nations, whilst they would be
astonished and enraged to find missionaries
from those nations endeavoring to propagate a
new religion in. their conntry.®* When these
propagators of -the faith have had power in
their hande, they have excited the most horrid
rebellions ; and have, in eonquered countries,
exercised eruslties calculated ouly to render the
God detestable, whom they pretended to serve.
They have thought that men who had =0 long
been strangers to their God, eould be little bet-
ter than beasts ; and, therefore, judged it lawful
to exercise every kind of vielence over them.
In the eyes of a Christian, an infidel is seldom
worthier than a dog.

It is, apparently, in imitatien of the Jews
that Christian natious have usurped tice posses-
sions of the inhabitants of the new world. The
Castilians and Portuguese had the same right

*Kambi, Emperor of China, asked the Jesuit missionaries -
at Pekin, what they would say, if he should send mission-
aries to their nation. The revolts excited by the Jesnits
in Japan and'Ethiopia are well known. A lwl’; missiondary
has been heard to say, that without muskets, missionnrics
could never make progelytes, :
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to the Eosession of America and Aftica, that
the Hebrews had to make themselves masters
of the land of Canaan, and exterminate its in-
habitants, or reduce them to slavery. Have not
Popes arrogated the right of disposing of dia-
tant empires to their favorite Monarchs in Ea.
rope? These munifest violutions of the luw of
pature and of nations appesred just to those
Christian princes, in favor of whom religion
san--tified avarice, cruelty. and usurpation.*
Humility is, also, considered by Chrjstians as
a sublime virtue, and of inestimable value. No
supernatural & divine revelations are necessa-
ry to teach us that pride does not become man,
and that it renders him disagreeable to others.
All must be convinced, on a moment’s reflec-
tion, that arrogance, presumption, and vanity,
are disgusting and contemptible qualities. But
Christian humility is carried to.a more refined
extreme. The Christian muset renounce his rea-
son, mistrust his virtues, refuse to do justice to
his own good actions. and repress all self es-
teem, however well merited. Whenoe, it ap-
pears, that this pretended virtue, only degrades
and debases man in his own eyes, deprives him
of all energy, and stifles in him every desire
of rendering himself usefnl to society. To
forbid minkind to esteem themselves and merit
the esteem of others, is to break the only pow-

*St. Aagustin says, that of right divine, all things belong
to the just, Amayxim which is fou onamngein
the Psalms, whiol says, the just shall eat the fruit of the
labor of the unrighteous. It 1s known that the Pope, by
bull given . favor of the kings of Castile, Arragon and
Portugal, fixed the line of demarkation which was to rule
the eonquests which each had gained over thei
After such principles, is not the whele earth to besome n
yrey to Christian rapacity ?
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erful string that inclines them to study, indus-
try, and noble actions. This Christian virtue
is calculated only to render them ahject slaves,
wholly aseless to the world, and make all virtue
give place in them,to g blind submission to
their spiritual guides.

Let us not be surprised, that a religion which
boast~ of being supernatunal, should endeavor
to unnaturualige man. -This religion, in the de-
lirium .of its enthusiasm, forbids mankind to
love themselves. It ¢ommands them to hate
pleasures and coort grief. It makes a merit of
involuntary evils they do unto themselves.
Heunce those austerities & penances so des:ruc-
tive to health’; thdse extravagant mortifica-
tions, cruel privations, and gradual suicides, by
which fanatic Christians thing they merit heav-
en. It must be confessed, all Christiang do not
feel themselves capable of ruch marvelous per-
fections, but all believ: thémselves more or less
abliged to mortify the flesh, and renounece the
blessings prepared for them by 'a hountecus
God, who they suppore, offere his good things
ouly that they may be refused, and woulil be
offended should his creatures presume to touch
them. '

. Reason cannot approve virtues which are
destractive to ourselves, nor admit a God'who
is delichted when mankind render themseves
miserable, and voluntarily submit to_tarments.
Reason and experience, without the aid of sa-
perstition, are sufficient to prove, that passions
and pteasures. pushed to exeess, destroy ue ;
and that the ahuse of the best things becomes a

areal evil. Nature herself, inculcates upon us
the privation of things which proveinjurions ta
us. A being, solicitous for his own preserva-

t
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tioo, must restrain irregular propensities, and
fly whatever tends to his destruction. It is
plain, that by the Christian religion, sulcide s,
at least, indirectly authorised.

It was in consequence of these fanatioal ideas,
that, in the earliest ages of Christianity. the
forest~ and deserts were peopled with perfect
Christians, who, flying from the world, left their
fanulies destitate of support, and their country
oftheir citizens, to abandon themselves to an
idle and conte ,.plauve life. Hence those le-
gions af monks and cenobites, who, under the
standards of different enthusiasts, bave enrofled
themselves into a militia, burthensome and in-
Jurions to saciety.  They tho't to merit heaven,
by burying talents, which might be serviceable
to their fellow citizens, and" vowing a life of
indolence aud celibacy. Thus, in nations whioch
are the most faithful to Christanity, a maultitude
of men render themselves useless and wretched
all their lives. What heart is so hard as to re-
fuse a tear fo the hapless victims taken from
that enchanting sex which was destined to give
happiness to our own ! Unfortunate dupes ef
yomhful enthusiasm, or ‘sucrificed 1o the ambi-
tious veiws of imperious fumilies, they are for-
ever exiled fromn the world! They are bouad
by rash oaths to unending slavery und misery.
Engagements,. contradicted by every precept
.of nature, force them to perpetual virginity. It
isin vain that riper feelings wooner or later,
warm therr breasts. and make them groan on-
der the weight of their imprudent vows. ‘Fhey
regret their voluntary sterility. and find them-
selven forgoiten in society  Cut off from their
families,- and eahjected to troublesome and’
dewpotic gosalers, they sink into a fife of disguast,

- — e g
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of bitterness and tears. In fine, thus exiled
from society, thus unrelated and unbeloved,
there only remains for them the shocking con-
solation of seducing other victims to share with
them the torments of their solicitude and morti-
Bctions. C

The Christian religion seems to have under-
taken to combat nature and reason in every
thing. Ifitadmits same virtues,approved by rea-
son, it always carries them to a vicious excess.
It never observes that just mean, which is

. the point of perfection. Al illicit and shame-
ful pleasures will be avoided by every man, who
is desirous of his. own preservation, and the
esteem of his fellow-creatures. . The heathens
knew and taught this truth, notwithstanding
the depravity of morals ‘with .which the
are reproached by Christians* ~The chure
even recommends celibacy as a state of perfec-
tion. and considers the natural tie of marriage
as an approach to sin. God, however, de-
claves in Genesis, that it is not good for man to
bealone. He also formally cammanded all
crentures to increase and multiply. His =on,
‘in the gospel, comes to annul those laws ' He
teaches that, ta attain to perfection, it is neces-
sary to avoid marriage, and resist the strongest
desire with which the breast of man ‘is inspired
—

#Aristotle & Epictetus recommended Chastity of speech.
Menander said that a good man conld never consent to de-
bauch a virgin or commit adultery. Tibulli s said, -casta

lacent superis. Mark Antony thanke the Gods, that he
d preserved his chastity in his youth. The Romans

wade laws against adultery. Father Tachard informs us,
that the Siamans forbids not only dichonest actions. but
also impure thoughts and desires. Wheneeo, it a| y
that chastity and purity of manners were estes: even
before the Christian refigion exmted.




107

~that of gerpotunting hie existence, by a pos-
terity, and providing supports for his old age

-and infirmities.

If we coasult reason, we find, that the pleas-
ures. of love are always injurious when taken
in excess; apd that'they nre always criminal
when they prove injurious. We shall perceive
that to debauch a woman is to condemn her to
distress and infamy, and annihilate to her all
the advantages of society; that adultery is des-
tructive to the grentest felicity of human life,
conjugal union. Hence we shall be convinced,
that marriage, being the only means of satisfy-
ing our desire of increasing the species and
providing filial supports, is a state far more re-

" spectabie and sacred, than the destractive celi-

bacy, and voluntary castratien, recommended
as a virtue by the Christian religion.

Nature, or its aathor, invites man, by the
attraction of pleasure. to multiply himself. He
has uanequivocally declared, that women are
necessary to men. Experience shews, that
they are formed for society, not solely for the
purpose of a transient pleasure, but to give mu-
tual assistance in the misfortunes of life, to pro-
duce and educate children, from them into citi-
zeuns, and provide in them support for them-
selves inold age. In giving man superior
strength, natare bas pointed out his duty of la-
bouriog for the support of his family; the weak-
er organs of his companion, are destined to
faactions. less violent, but not less necessary.
In giving her & soul more soft and sensible, na-
tare bas, by a tender sentiment. attached her

"more particularly to her children. Such are

the sure bands, which the Christian religion
would' tear mnndor.l 2Sm-.h the blesgings it
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would wrest from man, while it substitutes in
their place an unnatural celibacy, which rea-
ders man selfish and useless, depopulates soci-
ety, and which can be advantageous only to
the odious policy .of some Christan priests,who
separating frow their fellow citizens, have for-
med a destructive body, which eternalizes it
self’ without posterity. Gens @lernu in qua nemo

macityr. - .
Ifthis religion has permitted marriage to some
sects, who have notthe temerity to soar. to the
. highest pinnacle of perfection, it seems to have
sufficiently punished them for this indulgence,
by the uanatural shuckles it has fixed on the
connubial state. Thus, among them, we ses
divoree forbidden. and the most wretched ubn-
ions indissoluble.. Persons once married, are
forced to groan under the weight of wedlock,
even when flection and-esteemn are dead, and
and place of these essentials to conjugal bappi-
_ness, is supplied by hatred and contempt. ‘Tem-
poral laws also, conspiring with religiou, for-
bid the wretched prisoners to break their chains.
It seems as if the Christian religion exerted &Il
its powers to make us view marriage with dis-
gust, and give the preference to a celibacy
which is pregnant with debauchery, adultery,
and d ssolution. Yet the God of the Hebrews
made divorce lawful. and 1 know not by what
right his son, who came to accomplish the law
of Moses, revoked an indulgence so reasonable.
Such are the perfections which Christianity
in-uleates on her children, and such the virtues
ehe prefers to those which are contemptucusly
-styled human virtues. She even rejects these,
and calls them ‘false and sinful, because their
ngggessors are forsooth, not filled with faith:—
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‘What ! the virtues of Greece and Rome, 80 ami-
able, and so heroic, were they not true virtues?
If jostice. humanity, generosily,temperance and
patience be ot virtues, to whatcan the name
be given! and are the virtyes less because
professed by heathens? Are not the virtues of
Socrates, Catoe, Epictetus. znd Antoniae, real

.and preferable to the zeal of the Cyvills, the ob~

stinacy of Athanasius. the uselessvess of An-
thony. the rebeilion of Chrysostom, the ferocity

- .of Dowminic, snd the meaness of Francis ?

Al the virtues admutted by Christians, are
-aither overstrained, and. fanatic ; tending to

render man useless. abject, and miserable or."
_obstinate, baughty, croel, and destructive to

gociety. Such are the effects of 8 religion,
which, contemning the earth, hesitates not to
.overwhélm it with trouble, provided it thereby .
heightens the triumph of its God over his ene-
ses. No true morality can exer be, compatible
with snch a religion. ‘ .

CHAPTER XHIL
Of the Practise and Duties of the Christian Relig-
S ion.

If the Christian virtues be destitute of solidity
and produce no effect which reason ean ap
prove, we shall find nothing more estimable in
. multitude of incommodious, uscless, and often
dangerous practices, which Chrietians consider
as their sacred dutles, and by means of which
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they are confident of obtaining the pardon amd
favors of Glod and ‘an eternal abode with him
in unspeakable glory and felicity.
" 'The first.and most essntial duty of Christians
‘isprayer. To contioual prayer their religion
attaches its felicity. Their God, whom: they
suppose to be overflowing with bounty, refoses
to bestow his blessings unsolicited. He grants
them only to importunity. Sensible to flattery,
like the kings of the earth, he exacts an eti-
quette, and hears no petitions unless they are
presented in a eertain form. What should we
say of a father, who, knowing the wantr of his
children, should refuse -to give them necessary
food until wearied out with fervent supplica-
tions? But, in another view, does it imply
mistrust of the wisdom of God to prescribe
rules for his conduct? Does it not imply a
doubt of his immutability, to believe he can be
prevailed on by his creatures' to alter hie de-
signs ? If he knows all things, what need is
there of continually informing  him what dre
the dispositions and desires of his subjects 7 If
he is almighty, how can be bée flatered with the
submissions, . adorations, -and formalities with
which Christians prostrate themselves before
him ? ‘

In one word, prayer supposes a capricious
God, deficient in memory, voracious of praise,
fond of seeing his creatures abased in the dust,
and anxious to receive at every instant, the
most abject marks of their submission. )

Can these ideas. borrowed from carthly prin-
ces, be with propriety applied to an emnipotent
Being, who eredted the universe’ for man, and
desires only that he should ‘be happy? Can it
be supposed that such a Being, without equal

L}
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and without rival, should be jealous of his glo-
ry? Can the prayers of man add glory to a
Being beyond compsrison superior to all oth-
ors ! Cannot Christians see. that in endeavor-
ing to'honor and exalt their God they only de-
grade and debase him ?

(It is_also the opinion of Christiaus, that the
prayers of one man niay he serviceable to oth-
ers. Partial to his favorites, God hears peti-
tions only from their lips. He listers not to his
E_eople unléss théir prayers be offered up to

im through his ministers.” He becomes a sul-

. tan, acceesable only 10 his ministers, viziers,
_ eunuchs, and the women of his Seraglio. Hence
* the millions of priests and cenobites. who have

no businees on eaurth, but to raise their idle
hands to heaven, and pray night and day forits
blessing on society. Nations pay dearly for
these important services, and these pious im-
postors live in splendor and ease, while real
merit, labor and industry languish in mivery.
Under the pretenceé of devoting himeelf to
prayer and other ceremonies of his worship,
the Christian, particularly. io some of the more
superstitious sects, is oebliged to remain idle,

© and stand with arms across during a great part
. of the year. He is persuaded that he honors
. Glod by his inutility. Feasts and fasts, mujti-

plied by the interest of priests and the credulity
of the perople, often suspend for long intervals
the labuts necessary to the subsistence of soei-
ety. Men ‘fly to templés -to pray when they
should stay at home and -cultivate their fieids.
There their eyes are fed with childish ceremg-
nles, and their ears are' filled- with fables and
doctrines, of which they can comprehend noth-
ing. This tyrannical religion makes it a crime
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for the poer laborer to endeavor, during couse-
crated days, to procure subsistence for a po-
merous and indigent family. And civil avthor-
ity, in coucert with religion, punishes those
who have the audacity to'earn bread instead of
praying or being ldle,

Can reason subscribe to the ridiculous obliga
tion of abstaining from certain aliments and
meats which is imposed by some sects of
Christinns?  Ip copsequence of these laws,
people, who live by their labour are forced to |
content themeselves. durving long intervals, with
‘dear and unwholesome provisions, more proper
to ge. erate diseuse thap repair strength.

What abject avd ridiculous ideas ust they
entertain o- God who believes Le can be offend:
ed by the quality of the food that enters into the
stomachs of his creatures! Heaven, however,
for a certain sum of money. becomes sometimes
more accommodating. Priests have been con-
tinually busied in strmteulng the path ‘of their
sectaries, that.they might transgress more fre-
quently; and that the revenue arising from their
transgressions might thus become more nmple.
All things, even sin itself, among Christians,
contribute 1o the profit of the pr 1ests.

‘No religion ever placed its sectaries in more
complete wod continual veper.dance on priests,
than the Christian. Thouse harpies never lose
sight of their prey. ‘They wahe intallible meas-
ures for sabjecting maukind, and maki g all
.contribute to their power, riches, and domin-
ion. Havirg assumed the office of mediator
between the heavenly monarch and his cubjects
these priests werp lovked upan as courtiers in
favour, ministers commissioned to exercise
power in his name, and favorites to whom hs
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could refuse nothing. Thus they became aff:
solute masters of the destiny of the Christians.
They gained establishments and rendered them-
selves peceseary by the introductiop of innu-
merable practices and duties, which, though
puerile and ridiculous. they had the address to

. mnake their flocks look upon us indispensably -

necessary to their sulvation.” They represent-
ed the omission of these pretended duties as a
crime inflnitely greaterthan an. open vuolation
of all the taws of morality and reason. .

Let us not then be surprised, that, in thé most
zealous, that is to say the most superstitious

: sects, we see manltind perpetually infested with
© priests. Scarce are they horn, when ander the

pretext of washing away eoriginal sin, their
priests impose on them a mercenary baptism,
and pretend to reconcile them with a God
whom they have ax yet been unable to offend.
By menns of a few words and magical ‘cere-

¢ monies they are thus snatched from the domin-
' ion of Satan. From the tenderest infancy their

education ir f'requently entrusted to priests,
whose principal care is to instil into them early .
the prejudices as necessary tothe views of the
church. 'Terrors are now introduced into their
minds which increase during their whole lives.
‘They are instructed in the fables, absurd doe-
trines. and incumprehensible mysteries of a
marvellous religion.. In ‘one word, they are
formed into superstitious Christians, and ren-
dered incapable of heing useful’ citizens or en-
lightened men. Ounly one thing is represented
to thein as necessary, which is to'be in all things
devoutly suhmisgive to his religion. * Be de-
vout,” say his teachers, * be blind, despise thy

. renson, attend to heaven, and neglect earth,
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this i all thy Glod demands to conduct thee to
eternal felicity.” '

To maintain the abject and fanatic ideas,
with which the priest has filled bis pupils in
their childhood, he commands them to conie fre-

uently and deposite in his bosom their hidden

aults, their moet secret actions and thoughts.
He obliges them to humiliate themselves at his
feet, and render homage to his power. He
frightens the criminals, and afterwards if they
are judged worthy, he reconciles them to God,
who on the command of his ministers remits
theirsins. The Christiaa sects ghat admit this
frnetice, boast of it as extremely usefulin regu-
ating the manners and restraining the passions
ofmen; but experience proves. that the coum-
tries in which this usage is most faithfully ob-
served, are distinguished rather for the dissolu-
tion than the parity of their manners. By such
easy expiations they are only emboldened in
vice. The lives of Christians are circles of suo-
cessive offences and confessions. The priest-
hood reap the profit of this practice by means
of which they exerciee an ahsolute dominion
over the consciences of mankind. )

How great must be the power of an order of
men who possess all the secrets of families, can
kindle at pleasure the destructive flame of fan-
aticisnt, and open or shut the gates of beaven !

W itheut the consent nf his priests, the Chris-
tian cannot participate in the knowledge of the
mysteries of his religion, from which they have
a right to exclude him entirely. Thie privation,
however, he has no great reason to lament.—
But the anathemas or excommunications of the
priest generally dp a real mischiefto mankind.
Thewe spiritual punishments, prodace temporal

.
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&ftects, and every citizen who incars’ the g
grace of the church is in danger_of that of the
government, and hecomes odious to his fellow-
citizens. . .

We huve already remarked that priests have
taken.. upon themselves the. management of.
warriages. Without their consent, a Christiau
canuot become a father. He must first.submit’
to the. capricious. formalities of . hisg, réligion,.
without . which . hig rchildied. must be exeluded
from the rank of citizens.

During all his life, lha Christian i gs obliged to
assist in the ceremonies of Wl)l'Bhlp under the
dlrecuon of his priests. hon he has perform--
ed this important duty, he esteems himself the'
favorite o[‘, God, apd persuades himoelf that he .
no longers owes any thing to gociety. . :l‘hnl
frivolous practices take place of morality,

which is always rendered subordinate to relig-
ion.

When death npproaches. the Christian,
stretched in agony on his ‘bed, js still assailed in
those distressful moments by.priests. ]n some.
sects, religion aeems to huve been inwented to.
render the bitter death of man ten thousand
times mere hitter, A malicipus priest comes
to the cquch of the dying maan, and holds before
him the spectacle of bis. approaching end, ar-
rayed in wore thap all its ter rory. Although
this custom is deltrucu\e tQ citizens, it is ex-,
tremely profitable to the priesthgod, who owe
much of their riches to legacies prorqred by it.
Morality is not quite so highly advantaged by .
it. Experleme proves,, that mosi Christians
live in eecurity and .ostpone till death their re-
coneiliation with God. . By means of a lato re-
pentance; and |nrgesse;cto the priesthood, their
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fhults are expiated, and they are permitted to
hope that heavén will forget the accomulated
crimes of a Ioa::d wicked life.

Death itoelf not terminate the empire of
the priesthood in certain sects, which finds
means to make money even out of the dead
bodlies of their followere. These. for a suficient
sum are permitted to be depoesited in temples,
where they have the privilege of spreading in.
fection and dJdisease. The egcerdotal power
oxtends still further. The prayers of the church
are purchased at a dear rate, to deliver the
oouls of the dead from their pretende terments
in the other world, inflicted for their purifica-
tion. Happy they who are rieh, in a religion
whose priests, being favorites with God, can be
hired to prevall on him to remit the punish-
ments which his immutible justice had intend.
ed to inflict.

Such are the principle dutles recommended
by the Christians ; and upon the observation of
these they believe their salvation to depend.—
Sueh are the arbitary, ridiculous and hurtful
practices substitated for the real duties of mo-
rality. We shall not combat the different su-
perstitious practices, admitted by some sects
and refected by others ; such as the honors
rendered to the memory of those pious fanatics
and obscure contemplators whom Roman pon-
tiffs have ranked among the saints. We say
nothing of those pilgrimages which superstition
has e0 often produced, nor those indulgencies
by means of which eins are remitted. We shall
only observe, that these things are commonly
more respected where they are admitted, than
the duties of morality which in those places,

. frequently are wholly anknown, Mankind nd
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their natoral propensities much less thwarted
by such rites, ceremonies, and practices than
by being virtuous. A good Christian is a man
who conforms exactly to all that his priests
exact from him ; these substitute blindness and
submission in place of all virtaes,

GHAPTER XIV.
. ©f the Political Effects of the Christian Religion.

Afier haying seen the inutility and even dan-
ger of the perfections, virtues and duties pra-
posed by the Christian religion, let us enquire
whether its political influences be more happy,
and whether it can in reality, promote the wei- -
fare of nations, among whom it is establighed
and faithfully observed We at onee find, thas
wherever this religion is admitted, two oppo-
site legislations, ever at variance with each
other, establish themsglves. Although this re-
ligioa preaches love and peace, it soon annthi-
lates the effects of those precepts by the divis
sions which it necessarily sows among its seo- -
taries, who unavoidably interpret diversely the
ambiguous oracles announced in holy writ,—
We flod, that from the infancy of religion. the
most acrimonious disputes have continually
taken place among divines. 'The successive
ages of Christianity have been stained with
schisms, herisies, persecutions, and contests,
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widely discordant fronf.its boasted epirit of
peace and concord; which isin fact incompat-
able with a religion whose precepts are so dark
and equivocal. 1n all reljgious disputes, each
party believes that God is on his side, aud con-
sequently they are obstinate, Indeed. bow can
it be otherwise, when they confound the cause of
God with that of their own vanity ? Thus, mu
tually averse to concession. they quarrel and
fight until force bas decided a contest in which
they never appeal to resaon. In fact, political
authorities have ever been forced to interfere,
in all the dissentions which have arisen among
Christians. Governments have always taken
in the frivolous disputes of priests. and foolish-
ly considered them as objects of the last impor.
tance. They have cenecived, thatin a religion
established by God himself, there could be no-
thing of a trifing pature. * Thus, princes have
armed themselves against their own subjects,
svhose opinions differed from their's. The way
of thinking at court has decided the creed and
the faith of subjects. Opinions supported by
kings and priests, have heen the only true ones.
Their creatures have heen the gnardians of or-
thodoxy, and were commissioned to extermin-
aite all whom they chose to denominate heretics
and rebels.

- 'The prejudices of princes or their fulse poli-
ey, has caused them ta look apon those of their
subjects. who differ from themselves in religious
opinione, us bad citizens, dangerous to the state
and enemies to their power. [If, leaving to
Ppriests the business of finishing their own im-
pertinent disputes, they had not assisted their
‘quarrels and persecations, they would have
died.away of themselves; and never have distgr-
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bred the peace of natione, If those kings bad
impartially réecompensed the good and punish-
«d the bad withoot regard to their worship,
«eremosies, and speculative opinious, they

would not have made many of their subjects
such enemies to that power, by which they
found themeelves oppressed. Christians have
always attempted to reclaim heretics by injus-
tice, violence, and persecution. Qught not they
to have perceived, that this conduct was cal-
culated only te produce hypocrites and hldden
eneinies, or open rebellions ?
" Bot these reflections are not designed for
princes, who, from their infancy. have been
filled with fanaticism and prejudices. They,
instead of being actaated by virtuous motives,
have formed obstinate attachments to frivolities
and impetuous ardor for doctrines foreign to
the welfare of their states & a boundless wrath
against all who refuse 1o bend to their despotic
opinions, Such sovereigns find it a shorter way
to destroy mankind than reclaim them by mild
means. Their haughty despotism will not
«condescend to reason. Religion assures them
that tyranny is lawful, and cruelty meritorious
when théy are employed in the cause of heaven.

The Cbristian religion, in fuct, always makes
despots and tyrants of all the sovereigns by
whom it-is adopted. It represeats them as Gods
upon earth ; it causer their very caprices to be
respected as the wilt of heaven. It delivers man-
kind into their hands ae un herd of slaves, of
whom shey may dispose at their pleasuie. In
return for their zeal for religion, all the oatra-
ges upon justice that they can commit are for-
given, and their subjects are commanded under
pain ofthe wrath of lt‘h; Most High, to submit

| S
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“Without a murmur to the sword that strikes ind

sterd of protecting themselves. It is not, there-
fore, matter of surprise, that since the establish-
ment of this religion, we see so many nations
groaning under devout tyrants, who, although
obstinately attached to religion. have been un-
Jjust, licentious and cruel. Whatever were the
oppressions and ravages of theee religious or
hypocritical princes. the priests have not failed
to preach submission to their subjects. On the
other hand, let us not he surprised to see so
many weak and wicked princes, support ‘in
their tarns the interest :5: religion, which their
false policy judged necedary to the maintenance
of their authority. - if kings were enlightened,
Jjust and virtuous; and knew and practised their
real duties, they would have had no need of the
aid of superstition in governing nations. . Bat,
as it is more easy to conform to ritee than to
acquire talente or practice virtue. this religion
has, in princes, too often found support for it-
self, and destruction for its enemies.

The ministers of religion have not had the
same complaisance for princes, who refused to
make a common cause with them, espouse their
quarrels, and become subservient to their pas-
gions. 'They have arisen against those who
have thwarted their views, punished their ex-
cesses, touched their immunities, endeavored to
subject them to reason, or repress their ambi-
tious designs. 'The priests on such occasions,
cry out, Impiety ! Sacrilege ! Then they pretend
that the sovereign puts his hand#o the censor, and
usurps the rights granted them by God himself.
‘Then they endeavor to excite natione to rebel-
lion. They arm fanatics sgninst sovereigns,
whom they declare tyrants, for having been
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~vanting in submmission to the church. Heayem
is always ready to revenge any injustice done
to its ministers. They are themselves submis-
sive, and preach submission to others. only
when they are permitted to share'the au hority,
or are 100 feebleto resistit. This is the renson
why the apostles, in the infancy of Christiamty,
being destitute of power, preached subordina-
tion. No sooner had this religion gained suffi-
cient strength than it preached resistance and
rebellion ; dethroning some kings and assasin-
ating others .

In every political body, where this religion is
established, there are two rival powers, which,
by incessant contention, convulse and wound
the state. The citizens divide into opposite
parties, each of which fights, or thinks it fights
for God. 'These contests at different times ter-
minate differently, but the triumphant party is
always in the right. By attentive examination
of such events, we shall escape the dominion
of fapaticism. It is by eimulating mankind to
inquiry, that they must be freed from the shack-
les of superstitution. Let mankind think till
they have thrown aside their prejudices, and
they will think justly. The reign of the priest-
hood will cease when men cease to be ignor-
ant and credulous. Credulity is the offspring
of ignorance, apd superstition is the child of
credulity.

But most kings dread that mankind should
be enlightened. Accomplices with the priest-
hood, they have formed a league with them to
stifle reason, and persecute all who confide in
its guidance. Blind to its interests, and those
of their subjects, they wish only to command

slaves, forgetting those slaves arc alyays atthe
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dispesal of the priests. Thué we see scienoe
neglected, and ignorance triumphant, in those
countries where this religion holds the mest ab-
solute dominion. Arts und sciences are the-
«<hildren ofliberty, und separated from their pa-
rent they languish and die. Awmong christian
nations, the least superstitious are the most free,
powerful, and bdappy. In countries where spir-
itual and temporal despotism are legzued, the
people grovel in the most shameful ignorance
and lethargic inaetivity. 'The Earopean na-
tions who boast of porsessing the purest faitly,
are not surely the most flourishing and power-
€rful. Their kings. enslaved theimnselves by

.priests, have not energy and courage enough

1o make a single struggle for their own wel-
fare or that of their subjects. Priests, in such
states, are the only order of men who are
rich ; other citizens languish in the deepest in-
digence. But of what importance are the pow-
er and happiness of nations to the sectaries of
a religion who seek not for happiness in this
world, who believe riches injurious, preach a
God of poverty, and recommend abasement to
the soul, and mortification of the flesh? It is
without doubt to oblige people to practice these
maxims, that the clergy in many christian
states, have taken possession of most of the
riches, and live in splendor, while their feliow-
citizens are set forward in the road to heav«
en, unincambered with apny burthen of earthly
wealth.

Such are the ndvantages politicai society de-
rives from the christian religion. It forms an
independent state within a state. It renders the
l?qmle slaves. Wherd sovereigoe are obedient
£ Jt, i¢ fgvors their tyraniy, When they are
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disobedient, it renders their subjects fanatic and
rebellions. When it accords with political
power, it convulses, debases, and.impoverish-

. os natious; when mot, it makes citizens noso-
. gial; turbulent, intolerant, apd matinous.

If we examine in detail the precepts of this
religion, and the maxims which flow from its
principles, we shall find that it interdicty avery
thingthat can make a nation flourish. We
have already scen the ideas of imperfection that
it attaches to marriage, and ita e<tegm.of celib-
acy. These notionus gre highly unfavorable to
population, which is, incoptrovertibly the. first
source of power in.a state, )

Commeree is pot less  contradictory to the
gpirit of a religion, the founde: of which pro-
nounced ap snathema against riches, and ex-
claded them from 'his kingdom.. All industry
is interdicted to perfect chr:stians ; they live a
provisory life ob earth, and never concern them-
selves with the morrow, . . . L
. Must it not he a great temerity and sin for a
¢hrietian to serye in war? Is nog the man who
has never the right to.believe himeelf abaolute-
ly in a state of grace, sxtremely rash when he
exposes himself to eteraal damnation? Is. not
the christian, who ought to have charity for all
men, and love even hjs enemies, guilty of ap
enormous crime, when he kills & wman of whose
disposition he is ignoraat, and whom he, per-
haps, precipitates at once into_heli? A chris-
tian soldier is @ monster; unless, indeed, he
fibts in the cause of religion.. Then, if he dies,
“ he dies a blessed martyr.” . .

'The Christian religion has always declated
war againstscience and all human knowledge,
Theso have been Jopked. upon as obstacles tp
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tweep, and pray, and render themselves and otfi<
ers wretched, in order to merit heaven.’

In fine, areligion whose maxims tend to ren-
der mankiod in general intolerant. to make
kings persecutors, and their ~ubjects slaves, or
rebels; a religion, the obscure doctrines of
which gave rise to eternal disputes; u religion
which debases mankiand, and turns them aside
from their troe interests; such a religion, I sey

is destructive to every society.

1

Sty p———————
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'€HAPTER XV.
Of ke Christian 'C'?i.wcl, or Priesthood.

"Phere have been in all ages, men who know
how to profithy the errors bf mankind. Priests
of ull religions, have laid the foundations of their
greatnees, power, and riches, on the fears of the
vulgar. No religion has, however, had so ma-
ny reasons ‘as the christian for subjecting peo-
ple to the priesthood. The first preachers of
the gospel. the Apustles, are represented us di-
vine men, inspired by God, and sharing hisom
nipotence If each individual among their suc~
eessors. has not enjoyed the same privileges in
the opinion of all €Christiave, yet the body of
priests, or Church, is never abandoned by the
Holy Ghost, but always illumivated thereby.—
They collectively. at all times. possese infalli-
hillity, and consequently their decisions become
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perpetaal revelations, equally sacred with those
of God himseif.

Such being the attributes of priesthood, this
body must, in virtue of the- prerogatives they
holil from Christ himself, have a right to uncon-
ditional submission from men and nations.—
The enorinous power they have so long exer-
cised. is not. therefore; surprising.. It:should he
unliwited. since it is founded on the authority of”
the Almighty. It should e despotic, because
men: have no right to resist divine power. It
must degenerate into abuse, for the priesthood,
exercised by men. whom impunity always ren-
ders licentious and corrupt. -

In the infancy of Christianity, the Aposties,
commissioned by Jesus Christ, preached the
gospel to Jews and Gentiles. The novelty of
their doctrine, as we have already seen, pro-
oured them many prosolytes among the vulgar.
The new Christians, inflamed with ardor for
their new opigions, formed in every city partic-
ular congregations, under the government of
men appointed by the Apostles. The latter
having received the faith at first hand, retained
the inspection and direction of the different’

. Christian societies they bad formed, Such ap-
peare to have beeo the origin of Bishops or Id-
spectors which are perpetnated in the church,
to this day ;* an origin in which the princes-of’
modern Christianity sufficiently pride them-

* Saint Jerome highly disapproved the distinctions of’
bishops and priests or curates He pretends that priests
and bishops were, according t St Paul, the same thing;
betors, say« he, by the instigation of tne devil, there were"
destinations in religion At this day, bisheps who do no-
thing, enjoy great revenues: while innumerable curates-
who fabor, are dying with hln:x.nger



vtual arms were, through a long succeszion of
ages, stronger than the temporal ones of his op-
ponents. Nations had the stupidity to obey
-him, and the distribution of Crowns was in his
power. To secure-his dominion over princes,
he sowed divisions among them; and his em-
.pire would still retain its extent and vigor. if'a
gradual increase of knowledge, had noy in
spite of religious opposition, made its way a-
mong mankind, and kings, acting inconsistently
with their relizion, listened to ambition rather
than daty [fthe miniaters of the Church have
received their power from Christ himself, te
resist these his represeatatives, i» in fact to re-
voit against him. Kings as well ae subjects,
cannot throw off ullegiance to God, without a
crime. The spiritual authority preceeding from
God, must of right, have jurisdiction over tem-
poral aathority proceeding fromm man. A prince.
who is a'true Ciwvistian. must hecome a servant
of the Lhurch, and st best, the first slave of the
clergy. : :

Let us not then, be surprised, that, in the
ages of ignorance, priests, being most readily
obeyed by people. more astached to heavenly
than earthly interests, were mure powerful than
kings. Awmong superstitions nations, the pre-
ten-1ed voire of God andi his interests. is move
listen~d to, than that of .Juty, justice, and rea-
son A voo: Christian piously submissive to
the Chorch. must be blind _and uureas..nable,
awheun«ver the church camm:nds him (o be so.
The powerthat has a right to reader us absurd
‘bas the right to render us criminal. - .

Besides, those that derive their power from
God, can be subject to no other power. Thus,
she independence of the Christian clergy, is

[N
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founded upon the principles of their religion,
Of this cirécamestanve, they have taken care to
profit, and impressed with this idea they, ufier
being enriched by the generosity of kings and

people, have nlwuys proved ungrateful to the
trae sources of their own opalence and privi-

. leges. What had been given this body, through

\

surprise or imnudence. it was found impossible
to recoverfrom their hauds. 'They foresaw,
thut, future generations breaking toose from the
fetters of prejudice, might tear from them the
donations thiey had gained by the extortions of
terror, and the evils of imposture. They there-
fore;, persdaded mankivd. that they hél(l from
Goil alone, what had been given them by their
fellow-nroitals ; and by’ a miracle of oredquy,
t!rey wete helieved on ‘their word.

‘Fhus the interests of the clergy, became sep-
warate | from those of society. - Men devoted to
Glod, and, chosen to be his ministers. were no
longer eonfounded with the profane. Liaws
and civit tribuonle renounced #ll power over
th~mn. They could be judged only by members
of their own body. Hence the greatest excesses
were ofien ¢ mmitted hy them with impunity ;
and their persons, at the disposal of God alone,
were sacre:l nnd invioluble. Their possessions,
although they contribyted nothing to public
charges, orat least no more than they pleased,
sver~ deferided and enlarged by fanatic sover-
elgns. who hoped thereby, ts concitiate the fa.
vor of Aeaven. ~ Tii faét, thnse reverend wolves
in shepard’s élothfog undet pretence of feéding
with' instruction. devoured with avarice, and
seciive In theit disguise, fattened on-the blood of
their @ocks; dnpimibhed and nnsuspected. From
ihelr mstr u‘ctlonﬂbr lgighteen hundred yearb

1 Vi .
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-past, what advantages have nations derived ¢
Have these infallible men found it possible to
agree among themselves, on the most veseatisl
points of religion, revealed by God hiwsel( 2 —
Strange indeed, is that revelation, which nceds
conginnal commentaries, and interpretations.
What must be thought of these divine writings
swhich every wect uuderstands »o differeaily ?
Those who are incessantly fed with vh guspel,
do not understand these matirs hetter, nor are
they more virtuous thun others. . They are com-
mm}ded to obey the Church, sad the Church.is
pever at accord with tself. She iaeternally
dbusied in reforming, explaining, puiling dows,
and building up her noly doctrines. Her minis-
ters have, at will, created new. doctrines un-
known to Christ and the Apestlea. Every age
has brought forth new mysterien, new ceremo-
nies, and new articles of fuith  Notwithstand-.
ing the inspirations of the Holy Ghost, this re-
ligion has never attaine 10 thnt -learness, sim~-
plicity, and consistency, which are the aunly ig.
dubitable” proofs of a good system. Nesther _
councils nor canone, nor the mass of decrees, and
laws. which torm the code of the Church. bave
ever yet been able to fix the obje 'ts of her be-
lief. S .
Were a sensible heathen desirous of embrac-
ing Christianity, he would he, at the first step,
thrown into perpexity, at the sight of the ou-
merous variety of sects, cach of which pretends
to conform precisely to the word of God, and
travel io the only sure road to salvation. When
he finds, that these different sects regard each
other with hotrar ; that they all deal out.dam-
pation t. all, whase apinions differ (rom their
own, that they all unite: their efforts to banish
‘peace from society ; that, always when poswer



is in their hands, they perseciate and infliet e
most refined cruelties on eaech other, for whish
whall he determine ? For, let us not be deceiv-
ed—~—Christians. not eatisfied with enforeing
by violance, an éxterior suhmiasion to the cer-
emounies of their religion, bave invented as art
unknowa to beathen superstitions, that of ter-
menting the conscience, and exercising a tyran.
ny over the mind itself The zeal of the min-
isters of the Church, is not limited to exteriors ;
they steal into the foldings of the heart, and in-
solently violate the most secret esanctuaries of
thought.—(Spoken ot'the Romish clergy.) ‘Kud
for this sacrilege, their justiffcation is a pre-
tended iuterest’ in the salvation of souls. )

Such are the effects, which necessarily result
from the principles of a religion, which tedches
mankind, that involuntary crror is a crime that
merits the wrath of God. It is in consequence
of such ideas, that in cértain cousttries, priests,
with thé permission of the civil governments,
pretend to a commirsion for maintaining the
faith i+ ite parity. Ju-ges in their own cause,
they condemn to the flames all whose opinions
appear to them dangerous.® Served by inpu-
—r—— . )

*Civil tribunals, when they are'just, have a maxim to
fook for every thing that can_eeatribute to the defence of’
the aceused. ~ In the laquisition, &. method direotly appo-
sile has been adopted, Il d is neither told the
cause of his detention, noi confronted with h:s accuser.
Me is ignorant ofhis crime, yot'he i commanded to con-
‘fess. Such are the maxima ot Christian priests, The In-
quisition, hewever, condemns ngbody to die. Priests
cannot themselves shed blood.  ‘Uhat function is reserved
for the “soular arm ; and they have even the effrentery:to
intercede for criminsle, swre, hewewver, of ®mot.being
heard. Indeed, it is probable, they would make no small
clamor, should the magistrate take them at their word,
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merable spies, they watch the minutest actious
of the people, and inhumaniy sacrifice all that
have the misforiune to give them the smnliest
umbrage. To excitr saspicieas in their-minde,
is to rash upen ine.itable destruction. Such
are the blessings which the H:aly Inquisition,
all mild and gentie, pours upnn imankind.
Buch are the princ:ples of this saoguinary tri-
_bunal' which perpétuates the ignoranee and in-
fataation of the people wherever the false poli-
cy of governments perrhits its horrors to e ex-
ercised ’ : Co
The disputes between Christian priests have
been sources of animousity, hatred and heresy.
We find these to have existed from the infan-
cy of the church. A religion founded on woun-
ders, fubles, and obscure oracles. could only be
a fraitful source of quarrels. Priests uttended
to ridiculous doctrines instead of uxeful knowl-
edge; und when they should have stud:ed true
morality, and tavght mankind their real Juties,
they only strove to gnin adherents. They bu-
sied themselves in useless speculations in a bar-
barous and enigmaticul science, which under
the pompous title of the science of God, or the
ology, excited in the vulgar, a reverential’awe.
They invented a eystem, higoted. presumptous,
ridiculous. and as incomprehensible as the God
whom they affected to worship Henve arose
disputes on disputes, concerning. puerile subiil:
ties, adious questions, and arbitrary opinions,
which far from being useful. only served to pol-
son the peace of society. Iu these bickerings .
we find protound geniuses busied ; and we are

‘I'his conduet becomes men in whom Almighty interest sti
fles humanity, sincerity and modesty. ) L
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forced tp reject the prostitution of talents wor-
thy a better cause. The vulgar ever fond of
riot, entered into quarrels they could not under-
stand. Priuces undertook the defence of the
priests they wished to favor, and orthodoxy
was decided by the longest sword. Their as-
sistance the church never hesitated to receive
" in time of danger; for on such occasions the
church reli¢s rather on human assistance, than
the promise of God, who declared that the scep-
tre of the wicked should not rest upon the lot of”
the righteous. The heroes, found in the annals
of the church, have beeu obstinate fanatics, fac-
tious rebels, or furious persecutors. They were
monsters of madness, faction and cruelty. The
world in the days of our ancestors, was depop-
glated in defence of extravagances which ex. |
cjte laughter in a posterity, not indeed, much.
wiser than they were.
in almost all ages complaints have been made
of ubuses in the church. and reformation has
beea talked of Notwithstanding this pretend.
ed reform.in the head and in the members of the
| church, it has nlwaye been corrupted. Avari-
cious, turbul nt, and seditious priests have
made nations groan under the weight of their
vices, while p:inces were too weak to reclaim
themn to veason. The divisions and quurrels
which took place among those ecclesiastical
tyrauts did indeed at length diminish the weight
of the yoine they hud impused on kings and na-.
tions. The em)ire of the Roman pontiff which
endured many ages, was at last shaken by irri-
tated enthusiasts and rebellious subjects who
presumed-to examine the rights of this formi-
dable despot, Some princes, weary of their
slavery and poverty, readily embraced opin-.
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jons which would authorise them to entich
themselves with the spoils of the clergy. Thus
the unity of the church was destroyed. sects
were multiplied, and each fought for the defence
of its own systemn.

These found-vs of these new sects were treat-
ed by the Roman ponuffas hinovatos s, heretics,
and blasphemers. They,it is true, renvonced
sowme of their old opinions; but content with
having made n few =teps tuwards reason, they
dared oot to shake off entirely the yoke ot sa-
perstition. They continued to respect the za-
cred writ of the Christian. which they still look-
ed upon as the ooly faithful guide. Upon them
they pretended to found all their opinious. la
fine, these books, in which every man may find
what he pleases, as they became more common
from time to time, produced new sects. Mea
were lost in a dark labyrinth. where each ome
groped his way in error, and yet judged all but
himself to be wrong. The leaders of these
sects, the pretended reformers of the church,
gained but a glimpse at the truth. and attended
to nothing hat minutiee. They continued te re-

-spect the sucred oracles of the Christians. and

believe in their cruel nnd capricious Goit.' They
admitted their extravagunt mythology and
most of their unreasonable doctrines. In fine,
although they rejected some mystertes that
were incom;rehensible, they admitted others
not less so  Let us not he surprised, therefore,

‘that notwithstanding these reforms. fanaticism,

controversy, persecation and war, continued to
rage throughout Europe. ‘The reveries of in-
novators only served to plunge nations into new
misfortunes. Blood continued to stream, and
people grew neither more reasonable nor more



| happy. Priests of all sects have ever wished.
. to govern mankind, and impose on .them their
decisions as infallible and eacred. They were
. always persecutors when in power, involved
| mnations in their fury, and shoak the world by
! their fatal opinions. The spirit of intolerance
| and persecution will ever be the offence of eve-
ry sect founded on the bible. A mild and
humane religion can never belong to a .par-
; tial and God eruel. whom the opinions of men
. can fill with wrath. Wherever Christian sects
exist, priests will exercise a power which may
i prove fatal to the state, and bodies of fanatical
enthusiasts will be formed, always. ready to
rash to slaughtér, when their spiritual guides
cry, the church or the cause of God is in dan-

er . g
‘, Thus in Christian countries we see the tem-
poral power servilely submissive to the clergy,
executing their commands, extermioating their
enemies, and suppoiting their rights, riches,
and immunities. In almost all nations where
the chureh prevails, the most idle, useless, sedi-

, tious and dangerous men are rsost liberally

honored an‘ rewarded. Superstition thinks

she can never da enough for the ministers of
her gods. These sentiments are the same in all
sects (except the Quukers.) Priests every
whore endeavor to nstil them into kings, and
make policy bend to religion, in doing which
they often oppose the best institutions. They
in all places aim at the superintendence of ed-
acation, and they fill their adherents with their

i fatal prejudices from their infancy.

i Itis, however, in places that remained sub-

i Jject to the Roman pontiff that the clergy have

{ wallowed in the greatest profusion of riches



!
m.

and power. Credulity has even enlisted kimgs
among their subjects. and debased them into
mere executioners of their will. They were in
readiness to unsheath the sword wheaever the
;priest commanded it.. The monarchs of the
‘Romap sects. blinder than all others, had an
unbounded confidence in the clergy of their
church that generally rendered them mere tonls
of that body. ‘This sect by means of furioue in-
toleration and atrocious persecutions. hecame
more numerous than any other one: and their
turbulent and crael temper has justly rendéred
them o iivus to the most reasonable, that is to
-say, least Christian nations. ’
The Romish syetem wae, in fact, invented to
throw all the power into the han‘is of the cler-
Its priesta have had the address to iden-
tify themselves with God. Th ir cause was al-
ways bis; their glory became the glory of God.
Their decisions were divine oracles ; their pos-
sessions appertained to the kingdom of heaven.
Their pride, avarice and cruelty, were rendered
lawful, becanse they were never actuated by
other motives than the interest of their heaven-
‘ly master. In this sect, the priest saw the king
at his feet, humhly confessing his sine, and be-
seeching the holy man that he might be recon-
ciled to his God. Seldom was the priest known
‘to render hiv sacred ministry subservient to the
good of mankind. He thought not of reproach-
ing monarchs with the abuee of their power, the
misery of their subjects, and the tears «fthe op-
pressed. Too timid, or tno much of a courtiér
to thunder truth in their ears, he mentioned not
to them the.insupportable oppressions, the gal
ling tyrauny, and vseless wars under which
their subjects groaned. - Bat such objects never

4
|
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iaterest the chiurch, which might indeed be of
some utility, if its influence were exercised in
bridliog the excesses of superstitioue tyrants.—
W'ke terrors of the other world would not be un-
crdouhle falsehoods, could they make the

rd of wicked kinge to tremble. This, how-
ever, has not been the object of the ministers of
aeligion. They never atickled for the interest
of mankind. They alwaye burned incense at
the altar of tyramny, looked upon its crimes
with indolgence, and devised for them easy
means of expiation. ‘Fyreats were sure of the
pardon and favor of heaven, if they eatered
warmly into the quarrels of tlie clergy. ' Thus,
among the Catholics, priests governed kings,
and consequently all their ou te. Sopersti-
tioh and dee formed an eternal alance
and vnited their efforts, to plunge mankind into
glavery and wretchedness. Priests frightened

“ nations with religious terror, that they might be
preyed apon by their sovereigns at leisure ; and
§n return, those sovereigns loaded the priests
wyith opulence and power, and undertook, from
time to time, to exterminate their enemies.

What shall we say of thase subtle geniusas
which christians call casuists, those pretended
moralists who have computed the nnmber of
sins against God which a man can commit with-
out risking his salvation. These men of pro-
found wisdom have enriched Christian morali-
ty with a ridioulous turif of sins; they know
precisely the degree of wrath each excites in
the breast of the Almighty. - True morslity bas
but one criterion for judging of the sins of man ;
the greatest are thoes which injuré sopiety
mp. condyot w&bh i -oureslves is
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jmprudent and unreasonable. That which -
jares others is unjust and criminal.

Every, thing, even to idleness itself, is reward-
ed in Christian priests Multitudes of these
drones are maintained is ease and aflluence,
‘while, instead of serving society, thay only prey
upon it. They are paid with profusion for use-
less prayers which they make with negligence. -
And while monks and Iazy priésts, those blood |
succors of society.. wallow in -an abundance
shameful to the states by whom they are toler-
ated; the man of talents, the man of science,and
the brave soldier are suffered to languish, in in-
digence and poorly exist on the mere necessaries
of life. . I

In a word, Christianity makes nations ac-
complices in all the evils which are heaped up-
on them by the Clergy. Neither the useless-
ness of their prayers demonstrated by the ex-
perience ef so many ages, the blondy effects of
their fatal ¢ontroversies, nor even their licen-
tious excesses, have yet been sufiicient to con-
vince mankind how shamefally they are duped
by that infallible Church, to the existence of
which, they have had the simplicity to believe,
sheir salvation attachied. .- -~

CHAPTER XVI.

All which has hiterto been said, demoutrate.c,
In the clearest mamner, that the Chrintiap re)-
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gion is contrary to true policy, and the welfare
of mankind. It can. be advantageous only to
ignorant and vicious prinees, who are desirous
to reign over slaves, and who, in order to strip
and tyranige over them with impunity, form a
league with the priesthood, whose function it
has ever been to deceive in the name of heav-
en. But such imprudent princes shouid remem-~
ber, thut, in order to succeed in their projects,
they must themselves be-ome the sluves of' the
priesthood, who (should the former fail in due
submission, or refuse to be subservient to their
passions) will infallibly turn their sacred arms -
against their royal heads. . }

We have seen, ahove, that the Christian reil.
gion is not, on accouat of its funatic virtues,
blind zeal, and pretended perfections, the less
injurious to sound morality, right reason, the
happiness of individuals. and domestic harmo.
ny. Itis easy to perceive that a Christian who
proposes to himself as u model, a gloomy and
suffering God, must take pains to ufflict and
render himself wretched. If this world be on-
ly a passage, if this life be only a pilgrimage, it
must be ridicalous for man to aitach himgelf
to any thing here below : If his God be offen-
ded with either the actions or opinions of his
fellow creatures, he must do every thing in his
power, to punish them with severity. or be
wanting in zeal and affection to his God. A

. good christian must fly the world or become a

torment to himself and others.

These reflections are sufficient to answer those
who pretead that the Christian religion is the
foundation of true ‘policy and morality, and
that where it is not possessed tlere can be nei-
ther good men nor good citizens. The conv -



e
verse of this propesition is undoubledly musfh
traer;. for, we may assert, that a perfect chris-
tian, who conforms to all the principles of- bis
religion, who faithfally imitetes the divine men
proposed to him as a medel, and practicestheir
austerities in solitude. or carries their fanatic
enthusiasm and bigotry into society, must be
either useless to mankind, or a troublesome and
dangerous citizen.® : :

Were we to believe the advocates of the
Christian religion, it would appear, that no mo-
rality can exist where this religion is not es-
tablished. Yet we may perceive, at a single
glance, that there are virtaes in every corner of
theearth. Np political socieiy eould exist with-
out them. Among the Chinese, the Indians,
and the Mahometans, there are, andoubtedly
good citizens, tender fathers, affectionate hus-
bands, and dutiful children. And good people
there, as well as with us, would be more ag-
merous if they were governed by a wise poli-
oy, which, instead of caushxochﬂdren to be
taught a senseless religion, should give them
equitable laws, teach them a pure merality ua-
contaminated with fanaticism, deter them from
vice by suitable panishments, and invite. them
to the practice of virtue by proper rewards.

In truth, it seems, (I repeat.it) that religion

* The ol incessantl out nst unbelievers and
p_hilo-oph?r?;ywho they -?::’dang:::gs subjects. Vet if
‘We opea hi try, we do not find that philosophers are thoge
who m::“ emhroileldlyame: ;:gd enf:ﬁre; : tlz'm th?t such e-
venis have genera e religious.——
The Domicician, who poisoned the euylperor Heary XI.
James Clement and Ravaillac, were not uabelievers.—

were not philosophers, but fanatic Christians, who
led Charles L. to the -cuﬂild. 1t was the minister Gomarp,
sad pot Spivofz, wite egd Holland on fire, &e: &e. &£e.
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fias besn jnvented to relieve governmentsLogh
the oare of heing just, andreigning by equitable
Jaws. Religion is the art of inspiring mankind
with ap enthasiasm, which is designed to divert
their attestion from the evils with which they
sre overwhelmed. by thase whe govern them.
By means of the invisible powers with which
they are threatened, they are forced to suffer in
silence the miseries with which they are afflict-
ed by visible gnes. 'They are taught to hope
that, ifthey consent to become miserable in this
werld, they will for that reason be happy in the
next.

Thus religion bas hecome the most powerful
support of a shameful apd iniquitous polioy,
which hotds it neressary to deceive mankiad,
that they may the more easily be governed.—
Farfroia enlightened and virtuous governments
be resonrces so hase! Let them learn their
true interests, and know that these eannet he
separated from that of the People. Let them
know that no stute can be truly potent, except
the citizens who cempose it be conrageous, ac-
tive, industriogs, virtaoue, and attached to their
government. Let governments know, that the
attachment of their constituents can have no
other foundption than.the happiness which the
former psocures the latter. If governmepts
were penetrated with these important truths,
they would need the aid of neither religion nar
priests. Let. them be just and equitable—let
them  he carefal to reward talents and virtue,
to discourage teatility, and punish vice, and
their states will soon be filled with worthy and
sppelble citinens, who will feel it their own.in- -
terest. 10 serve and defend their country, and
pOppoORs ibagomnqno‘n; which s the instett-
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" meutef their feliciny. > Phey will do theirdaties - -

without the infleence of reveintion, or mysteries
of paradige, or hett, - " . . G
Morality: wiltbe preached in vain if it i» not
supported by the examplie of influential ehar-
acter.. It belengs to-magiefrates-to teach wo-
rulity by practieing it,'by inciting 10 virtoe and
repressing vice in every:form. ' ‘Pheir power:is -
wenkened the moment they suffer a power to -
aiise in the state, whote ‘inflaence is exerted, -
to render morality ‘subdervient to saperstition, -
and fanaticism. In-states where edacution is
entrusted to a fanatic enthusiastic clergy, we
find citizens eveérwhelmed wwith superstition,
and destitute of every virtae, except a blind -
faith, a fetocious-zeat a-ridiculous submission
to puerife’ éérémonies, and, in-one word, fan-
tastic notions, which never render them better
men. ‘Notwithstanding the happy influences
attributed to the Christian relfgion, do we find -
more virtues in those swwho profess -it, than in
those who are strangers to it?’ Are the men,
redéemed hy the blood of even & L)eity, more
honedt ‘than others? Among ‘'Chliristians, im--
pressed with titeir religion, one wountd imagine
we'shotlil gearch in vain for rapine, forwica- -
tion, ndultery, and  oppression. Awmong the '
orthiodox - courtiers, ‘who suiround Chriwtian
_thrones, do we see intrigues, columny, o frér-
fidy?- Anmong the c¢lergy ‘who atinournte :te *
others such redoubtable dogaws; and such ter- -
rible chastisements, do we fintt'crimes tha: shuny
. the day, and every epecies of inbguity? - AH
these men are Christiams; ‘who, ‘utibricied ‘by -
thelr ieligion, continually ‘violate: the "platnest
dyties of a arorality, srd krowingty - offend o -
God, whem they ure conscions-of Lhuving drri-




P oo g e me v e o g e e e e e e

| tated.Yet they flatter themselves that they-.
shall be able, by & tardy repentance at death,
to appense that divine justice which they had -
insuited during the whole course of their lives. -
"In the thean time, we shall not deny, that the
! Christian religion sometimes proves a restraint
te timorous minds, which are ineapable of that:
fanaticism, and destitute of that destructive en-
ergy which lead to the commission of great
orimes. Bat such minds would have been hon-
est and. harmless without this restraint. The
fear of rendering themselves odious to man-
kind, by incurring contempt, and losing their
reputation, would have been a chafh of equal
strength, on the actious. of such men. Those
who are su blind as to tread these consi 'era-
tions uader foot, would never be deterred from
it by the menace of religion.
) Every man, who has received a proper edu-
*  cation, experiences within himeelf a painful
sentiment of mingled shame and fear, whenever
°  he soils himself with the guilt of a dishonest
! action. He even condemns himself frequently
: with greaterseverity than others do. He dreads
and shuns the eyes of his fellow.creatures ; he
even wisiés (o fly from himself. ‘This is what
constitutes remorse, )

In a word, Christiany puts no restraint upon
the passions of mankind, which might not be
efficaciously applied to them'b_g reason, educa-
tion, and sound morality. It the Wicked.wero
sure of being punished, a8 often as they think of
committing dishonest actions, they would be
forced to desist  In a society well condstilyted,
contempt will always follow vice, and crimes

j will pmrsduce punishment. Education, guided
' only by the good of society, ought ever to teach

.
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mnankind to esteemn themselves, to dread thi«
contempt of others, and fear infamy more than
death itself, But this kind of morality can nev-
or be cousistent with a religion which com-
muands men to despiee themselves. avoid the

esteom of others, and attempt to please anly a-

@Glod, whose conduct. is inexplicable.

In fine, ifthe Christian religion be, as is preten-
ded, a restraint to the crimes of men, if it pro-
duces salutary effects on some individuals ; can
these advantages, so rare, so weak and doubt-
ful, be compared with the evident and immense
evils which veligion has produced on the earth ?
Can gome few trifling crimes prevented, some
conversi seless to society, some steril and
tardy repentances, enter into the balance a-
gainst the continual dissentions, bloody wars,
horrid massacres, persecutions, and cruelties,
of which the Christian religion has heen a con-
tinual cause and pretext? Far one secret ein-
ful thought sappreseed by it. there are even
whole nations armed for reciprocal destruction
~—-the hearts of millions of fanatics are inflamed
—f{amilies and states are plunged into confusion
—and the earth is bedewsd with tears and
blood.®* After this, let common sense decide
the magnitude of the advantages which man-

- kind derive from the gled tidings . which Chris-
tinus pretend to have received from their God.
~Many honest people although not ignorant

of the ills produced umong mankind by this re-
ligion, nevertheless consider it a necessary evil
and think it dangerous te attempt to uproot if.

“Witness. €ven in this enlightened age, the Holy Crusade
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ManRind, sag they, are natarally aopdsiilig ;
they mnin be Imyllﬂatl with chimeras, and Ns’-
come outrageous when deprived of them. Bug

- Naneswer, mankind ‘are superstitious only be-

cause, ' in infancy, every thing contributes to
render them so. Heiis led to expect his happi-
ness from chinveras, because he is forbidden to
seek for it from realities. :

In fine, it is for philosophers and for magis-
trates to conduct mankind back to redson. Th;
former will obtain thé confidence and love of
the latter, when they endeavor to promote the
public. good  Undeveived themselves, they
may undeceive others by degrees. Govern-
ments will prevent superstition from doing
harm, when they despise it and stand aloef from
itw ridicious disputes. W hen they tolerate all
sects, and side with none, those sects after quar-
relling a while, will drop their masks, and bes
come contemptable even to themselves. Su-

stition falls beneath its own weight, when .
?r:domolconsclenee being restoredtomankind
reason is at liberty to attack their follies. True
toleration and freedom of thought are the most
proper instruments for the destruction of relig-
ious fanaticism. Imposture is in nature timi
and when she finds herself confronted wi
truth, her arms fall from her hands.

If a criminal and undescerning polic.i, has
hitherto, in almost all parts of the éarth, had
recourse to the aid of religion, to enslave man-
Rind and render them miserable, let a virtunous
and more enlighteudd policy bereafter destro
it by little and little to render them happy. If
education has hitherto formed enthusiasts go-
fanatics, let it be hereafter calculated to for
good sitizans. J¥'n meralily, founded on i
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ples, and Jooking to faturity, bas baen unable to
restrain the passions of mankind, let a morality
established apon their present and real wants
demonstrate that, in a well constituted society,
bappiness is always the rewarll of virtue—
shame, oonempt, tand punishment the compan-
ions of vice, and the wages of sin.

If error he an evil, to it let truth be opposed.

If enthusiasm produce disorders in society, let
it be suppressed. Let us leave to Asia a relig-
ion begotten by.the ardent imaginatiouns of the-
Orientnls. Let our milder climates be more
reasonable, more. free, and more happy. Let
us make them the residence of honesty, activi-
ty, industry, social affectipns and exalted minds
——May not reason-be.permitted to hope, that
she shall one day reassume the power 6 long
usurped from her by error, illusion, and deceit 2
‘When will nations renounce chimerical ho
to'contemplate their true interests? Will they
ever shaka off the yokes of those hypocritical
tyrants, who are interested only in the errors of
mankind ? Let us hope it. Truth must at last
triumph over falsehood.——Mankind fatigued,
with their own credulity, will retutn to her
arms.—Reason will break theirchaine.— Reason,
which was created to reign, with undivided
empire, over all intelligent beings.
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