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. remarkably constant since the sixth or seventh century Ap,
1@ Arabic alphabet Summary table 111 largely due to the unifying factor of the Qur'an. There is no
- clear documented progression in the development of the script

before this time and only a limited number of original pre-
Islamic Arabic texts exist, sometimes as scraps of stone or
parchment.

Arabic is a Semitic language related to Aramaic and Hebrew.
The language has its roots in the nomadic oral tradition of the
desert, which largely explains the lack of early examples of the
script.

Although spoken Arabic dialects have diverged in the same
way that Romance languages such as Italian and French have
diverged from Latin, the Modern Standard Arabic of today’s
media is close to the language of the Qur'an and Classical
literature. The spelling and grammar have not changed
significantly over the centuries.
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ornate and intended more for decoration than comprehension.
The calligrapher relies on the reader already knowing the text,
often a verse from the Qur'an, and can concentrate on making
the script as beautiful and balanced as possible.
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material; and ruq’a, the script used for most handwritten
material. Although it is possible to typeset rug’a or handwrite
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vi Introduction

An example of highly decorative calligraphy showing text from the
Qur‘an (Professor Mohammed Hamaam, Head of the Academy of
Arabic Script, Cairo)

naskh, this does not happen commonly.

Most Arab children will initially learn to read and write naskh
in a similar way to English children learning to read and write
using infant letters. At about 11 or 12 years old, secondary
school students in the Arab world will graduate to writing ruq’a,
which is an eagerly anticipated step and a sign of having
joined the ‘adult’ club.

Rug’a is a more flowing script than naskh and designed for
speed and efficiency. Good handwriting is much admired as an

Introduction vii

extension of the respect paid to calligraphy. As a learner you
will find a mastery of the ruq’a script will help you to be
regarded as a serious student of the language, as well as being
a more efficient way of handwriting.

This book sets out to compare and contrast naskh and ruq’a
and to teach you a fluid and mature rug’a writing style, using
models produced by one of the leading experts on handwriting
in the Arab world and providing extensive practice material.

There are obvious similarities between naskh and ruq’a, but
there are also some important differences to be mastered when
writing ruq’a. For example, ruq’a script largely floats above the
line whereas elements of naskh fall below the line. Also, many
of the fiddlier and more time-consuming elements of naskh are
rationalised in ruq’a for the sake of speed. For example the
separate dots above and below the main script are joined
together.

ot Ly hg Ll ol 3 L

UJ"'"J ¢L"L"\9 FU.“J ;-L\.”

A b 3o U5 g S

SEAEPIRIPPNIP AV

A sentence written in both scripts. The naskh version (top) was
typeset and the ruq‘a version (below) was handwritten by
Professor Hamaam. Can you spot the similarities and differences?
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viii Introduction

How to use this book

This script book can be beneficial at different stages of the
learning process. It can be used by complete beginners who
wish to master the ruq’a script simultaneously with the printed
naskh, supplementing the early stages of study of the Arabic
language, whether in a classroom or home setting. Beginners
often find the script quite easy to master in principle but still
find it takes a long time to become fluent in reading and
writing. This book can help you overcome the script barrier
much more quickly.

Alternatively, you may have already studied Arabic and be
proficient in reading naskh. But you may not yet have had the
opportunity to improve your own writing or to decipher the
handwriting of native speakers. This book can take you to the
next level by concentrating on making your Arabic
handwriting more mature and fluent.

At whatever stage you approach this book, it is best to work
your way through the units methodically. There are three main
parts to the book. The first part covers how to form and join
individual letter shapes; the second covers special combinations
of letters; and the third part is an activity section for further
practice. Features included are:

¢ clear explanation and graphics showing how the letter
shapes are formed

* numerous practice exercises to help you achieve fluency in
writing

* Master calligrapher tips: expert hints on writing in rug’a from
Professor Mohammed Hamaam, head of the Academy of
Arabic Script in Cairo. Follow the instructions in this guide
and you will have good rug’a handwriting. Follow Professor
Hamaam’s tips and you will have even better rug’a writing!

* ‘extra’ sections covering features of the Arabic script such as
writing vowels and hamza (;)

¢ photos and illustrations showing the script in context

* Write on!: additional stimulating and useful activities to
improve recognition and fluency of writing.

Introduction ix

Basic principles of Arabic script

There are a few basic principles of Arabic script which apply
whichever style of writing is used:

There are 28 letters in the alphabet.
¢ The script is written right to left.
* There are no capital letters.

* Words are written in cursive, or ‘joined up’, writing. All letters
join to the letter before in a word and all but six join to the
letter after also.

Once you have mastered the various forms of each letter shape
in both naskh and rug’a you will find you can write and read
Arabic in most everyday contexts.

Finally, make sure you have a good ink pen, drawing pen,
gel pen or a soft pencil to write Arabic. The Arabic script usually
looks better when written with a thicker nib or tip. Arabic is a
flowing script and it is difficult to achieve a good hand with a
cheap biro.
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Basic letter shapes
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For the first few units of Part 1, you will be practising how to
write individual Arabic shapes and letters. When you have
mastered enough letters, we will introduce complete words to
recognise and copy.

Practise forming the letter shape above, first by tracing the
shape and then by copying what you see. Pay special attention
to where you start the shape.

start
here
/

This shape is used for three different Arabic letters. Compare
the printed and the handwritten versions:

Printed form Handwritten form

- e the letter ba’. The basic shape
U with one dot underneath.

Pronounced ‘b’ as in ‘boat’.

- e’ the letter ta’. The basic shape
with two dots above.
Pronounced ‘t’ as in ‘tin’.

Unit 1 3

& A o .
- Cr the letter tha’. The basic shape

with three dots above.
Pronounced ‘th’ as in ‘thanks’.

Notice that in the handwritten form the dots become joined up
for speed.

Two dots are joined like this: e
Three dots are joined like this: /A

Practise tracing and copying those shapes by themselves,
remembering to move your pen from right to left.

Now practise all three letters. Always complete the main letter
shape first and then add any ‘dots’.

1
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4 Unit 1 Unit 1

Joining up This letter shape can be joined together in different
combinations. Compare the printed and handwritten

e . ipt: ¢ " - gl
Arabic is a cursive script: most Arabic letters are written joined combinations below:

up to the other letters in a word. Here is how the letter shape
for o, & and & looks when at the beginning, in the middle, Printed form Handwritten form
and at the end of a word:

S __;A ) ] Q - ) ¢« (read right to left)
final medial initial
joined to the joined both sides joined to the s . =+
letter before only letter after only * e )
.. o % A Emstote
g S ,. =D ) ' -
oo —_— AL PR
no—— PR Practise copying the shapes without dots and then the
; - { \ “ : t s combinations of letters. Complete the whole combination from
| QA : __g_A_,,____ ___-e_. : right to left before adding any ‘dots’, also from right to left.

Notice how in the initial and medial positions, the dots
associated with the letter move to the right of the shape, sitting
above or under the right-hand curve. ) - ) S .

Master calligrapher tips - At Lot

. The shape of the initial ba’, ta’ and tha’ is one of the most
| important in Arabic writing. The stroke is fundamental to ; R R R S——
- handwriting and forms the basis of a number of Arabic letter
- shapes. Pay attention to the starting and finishing positions.



www.uz-translations.net

This letter shape is used for only one Arabic letter:

Printed form Handwritten form

L _
. U__ “_CJ____ the letter ndn. Pronounced ‘n’ as
in ‘not’.

The printed naskh form of nan falls below the line, but the
handwritten ruqg'a form tends to sit more on the line. The dot
above is often joined to the main letter shape in handwriting.

Practise tracing and then copying the shape.

start
. a= here

Unit 2 7

Joining up

non has exactly the same shape as ba’ when in the initial or
medial position (see Unit 1), except it has one dot above. Beginners
can confuse nun and ba’. Remember ba" has the dot below.

final medial initial
joined to the joined both sides joined to the

letter before only letter after only

i“;L  i“#L" ;Tefé

Printed form Handwritten form

. - A i s -
G el =t ot
g:;:\_z __L:A;)___ =C."J+‘_')+g7t

<
R
I

Oteo

Notice that when joining to a final ndn, as in the final
example above, you need to start the previous letter higher to
end up back on the line. Practise copying the combinations
below:
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8 Unit 2

Master calligrapher tips

. You can also write the isolated and final nan like this:

. So the combination « followed by (; could also be written:

This letter shape represents the Arabic letter ya":

Printed form Handwritten form

- _q_ - B (,5 3 the letter ya’ can be
-

pronounced in three ways:
y as in ‘yes’; Tas in ‘meet’;
or ay as in ‘day’

Like the nan, the printed naskh form of ya’ falls below the line,
but the handwritten ruqg’a form sits on the line. The two dots
below become joined in handwriting as with & (see Unit 1)

Practise tracing and then copying the shape.

start

ooadl (ye o bunn min al-yaman (Coffee beans from Yemen)

Joining up

ya' is another letter which has exactly the same shape as < (see
Unit 1) when in the initial or medial position, except that it has
two dots below. In the final position, it looks similar to the
isolated letter.
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10 Unit 3

final medial initial

joined to the joined both sides joined to the

letter before only letter after only
=) e -

To summarise, there are five letters which share the same shape
in their initial and medial positions, and are only distinguished
by the number of dots above or below:

final medial initial isolated

CAe A D B N

Notice how these combinations are written:

Printed form Handwritten form

i . Fot e to -
:. A L3
G . St to

Unit 3

)
I

‘0
+

C

If you write one of the letters ’y & & o before a final ya’,
the initial shape will become a short downwards stroke, with
the final ya’ ending back on the line:

Sometimes a final ya’ is written without the dots and
pronounced ‘@’, as in the names . mona or .l layla. In
addition, some people don’t bother to handwrite the dots on
the final ya’ even when they should be there!

Practise tracing and copying the combinations below.

11
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» Unit 3 Unit 3
i = # .
&4 ey g 7 il i 4 =

& ; —
el S bayt at-tin (House of Figs)
Omedall ye (43 tin min al-galamayn (Figs from El Alamein)
sl s d 2AY A A sd se e
B e e e T Notice that the ‘dots’ over or under the script may move

around in handwriting, sometimes ending up to the left of
where they should be (see the dots on (wdl above). This
movement happens because the dots are added after the main
word has been completed and is comparable to what happens
in English handwriting when you might find the cross stroke of
a ‘t’ has moved to the right.
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14 extra: vowel and doubling signs

Vowel and doubling signs

Most modern Arabic is written without short vowels, in a
similar way to the language of mobile text messages (‘cn u
cm tdy?’). So a word such as s bint (girl) is actually written
as bnt and <« bayt (house) as byt.

It is possible to add signs above and below the main script
showing the short vowels, and these are sometimes included
for clarity or in material aimed at learners, as well as being a
feature of classical and religious texts.

The vowel signs are:

4o fatha a dash above, pronounced as a short ‘a’
after the letter, for example ...; ba

rOYP-S damma a comma-shape above, pronounced as a
E
short ‘u’ after the letter, for example ... bu

5 J.mS kasra a dash below, pronounced as a short ‘i’
after the letter, for example ... bi

There are also two additional signs:

O9Suu sukan a small circle above showing that no vowel
follows the letter, e.g. i bint (girl)

345 shadda a small ‘w’ shape above showing that the
letter is doubled, e.g. (s bunn (coffee beans)

Don't confuse these signs with the dots above and below
letters. The dots are an integral part of the script,
distinguishing one letter from another. The vowels and
doubling signs are a discretionary feature.

extra: vowel and doubling signs 15

Practise writing the signs, following the direction of the arrow,
and making sure you move your pen from right to left. Only
kasra (i) is written under the line:

Now practise tracing and copying these words with the vowel
and doubling signs included. Follow these steps:

1. Complete the main shape of the word.

2. Add the letter dots from right to left.

3. Add the vowel and doubling signs from right to left.

o

"'".'“ + bint
-

w s
¢)? ¢ bum |

o -
-

- 9

w -
‘A. y ¢+ bathth'



m

The letter alif is the first letter of the Arabic alphabet and one of
the simplest to recognise and write: a single downward stroke.

Printed form Handwritten form

Practise tracing and then copying the shape.

/star‘t
¢ here

alif does not represent a single consistent sound. It has two
functions:
* as a ‘carrier’ for one of the short vowels (a, u, i), usually at
the beginning of a word
* to indicate a long a vowel.

Joining up

Most Arabic letters join to the letters either side of them in a
word. alif is one of six Arabic letters that only join to the letter
before (on its right). This effectively means that the alif retains its
shape wherever it falls in a word, with just a small joining

Unit 4 1

stroke if it is joined to the letter before.

medial/final initial/isolated
joined to the not joined at all
letter before

The letter following an alif (to the left) must be written in the
initial form, or in the isolated form if it is the only remaining
letter in the word.

An alif at the beginning of a word is usually written with a
hamza symbol (¢) over it if the vowel is a or u, or under it if the
vowel is i:

5
aoru:l i:l

5

Complete the whole word before adding the hamza (see extra
section pages 42-3 for more details on hamza).

Look carefully at how these words are written:

Printed form Handwritten form

_;J_L‘L_ - _L...QL_ _ bab door

¢ s
____g_:_.s_!__ ___g_é_l__ ab father
_J_.l‘_.\__ ____L_l'. . baba daddy/papa
~———(t)!—— ————Q;!—— in if

i 5
_h__‘_..l_‘ ____L'_l__ anal (am)
GJ“_L.\:L - ) _(._}_ L,'_ ) nabatT vegetarian
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18 Unit 4 Unit 4

Practise tracing and then copying those words containing alif.

Coli S B Wl — L baba — ana fi bayt thabit
(Daddy - I'm in Thabit’s house)

19
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Unit 5 21

Practise tracing and then copying the letter shapes.

start
_~here

start
- - here

The two letter shapes above are very similar. The downwards

sloping stroke used to produce , has a small ‘head’ added to

produce the 4 shape. Joining up

ra’, zay and waw are three more letters like alif that only join fo

Printed form Handwritten form
the letter before (on the right) in a word.

":)-—" -—z---- the letter ra’. Pronounced as a
slightly trilled ‘r’ as in the medial/final medial/final
. Spanish ‘arriva’. ra’, zay waw
. / joined to the joined to the
e e mrelflr e the letter zay. The same shape letter before letter before

as  with one dot above.

Pronounced ‘z’ as in ‘zebra’. : g ! ' !
——;9———— __-_2__, the letter waw. Can be g~ R
pronounced in three ways: w as
in ‘wet’; G as in ‘loot’; or aw as
in ‘how’; Remember that after non-joining letters, the following letter in a
word must be written in the initial or isolated form, depending

Notice that although the printed naskh letters fall under the line on whether it is the final letter in the word. Look at how the
the handwritten ruq’a letters finish on the line — one of the Arabic names on the next page are written.
fundamental differences between the two scripts.
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22 Unit 5 Unit 5 23

Printed form Handwritten form

D J.a 22 nar -
WISTN - S
Lol o9l i
V) 2aynab =

“‘ | Master calligrapher tips

Because the shapes of the handwritten , and g sit on the line
in rug’a, you should try to raise the letter before so that you
end up back in the right position:

Practise copying the names.

— Whose peg is whose? How many names can you read?
121z (Auoy) wun1  gnAe nu qeudez (ourp) eun ufez  ugewy
(K & He 0 (R (F g

(yay 01 )yb1 wioyy Buipvai)
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Unit 6 25

start
o~ here

This letter shape looks similar to  but is rounder. It is used for
two Arabic letters.

Joining up

Frintea form. .Hendwriven form dal and dhal are the last of the six letters that don’t join to the

next letter in a word. Here is a summary of all six letters in

--ud--- —-= - the letter dal. Pronounced ‘d’ as their isolated form and when joined to the letter before:
. in ‘den’, e e
X 2 | final/medial isolated
- J——— A the letter dhal. The same shape :
with one dot above. Pronounced L ‘ alif

‘th’ as in ‘th’ or ‘that’. ] . i

- Master calligrapher tips T
The stroke used to write the handwritten 4 is the same as that e ——)--— dhal "
used for the initial = or 5, etc.: . :
" _ ra’ :’;

. . zay

Practise tracing and then copying dal and dhal. _." ) waw
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26 Unit 6

Notice how these combinations are written:

Printed form Handwritten form

S ---.-#_- =.J+t7.14—
Iy AL =st,t+ o

3 (.S) =5 +J

&
by b =0+ l+o+d

e
£
Q
¢
I

e Q+(5+.J+(5

Note that even with non-joining letters, it is usually quicker to
finish the whole word before adding any dots right to left:

Step 1: t_.L P

Step 2: L';L ).

L]

I o\b Ay
(BRIARY MATI

$ale ay s barid gadi

(Ordinary mail)

Unit 6

Practise tracing and then copying the words.

27
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29

28 extra: long vowels extra: long vowels

i iti aining long vowels.
Long vowels Practise writing the words cont g long

You have met the short vowel marks on pages 14-15. These
marks are written above and below the main script and are
discretionary.

However, if a vowel is long, for example a long @ as in
‘boot’, this requires an additional letter to be added to the
word:

long a (as in ‘father’) | alif added after the letter: Ls ba
long G (as in ‘boot’) ¢ waw added after the letter: g ba
long T (as in ‘meet’) (5 ya’ added after the letter: 2 T

Look at the handwritten and printed versions of the words
below which contain long vowels. Remember:

* | alif and 4 waw do not join to the following letter

* (s ya' has the same shape as  in the intial and medial
forms, except it has two dots under.

You will also occasionally see a long a written as a wavy sign
(31 madda) over an alif: l as in L.l anisa (young woman).

Printed form Handwritten form

uLl .--!...-tl.z_ bab door/gate

J‘,.‘t ___(__’?_ ndr light (also a name)

O __Q; D din religion

33 ) e » o barid mail

Jt' ___‘(_L‘__ nar fire L g

mabrak ya habibatf!
(Congratulations darling!)

LF‘L'L-' | _Q_EE_. | yabant ,’ap?i_nese
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z A

Start this letter shape a little above the line, then loop round
clockwise and add the curved tail. The movement is a little like
a mirror-image figure of 8.

Practise tracing and then copying the letter shape.

start
here —~»

This shape is used for three Arabic letters. Notice the difference
between the printed and handwritten forms:

Printed form Handwritten form

. _C ....... g.- the letter ha'. Pronounced as a
breathy ‘h’.
- G. - g— the letter jim. Pronounced as a

soft ‘i’ as in the sound in the
middle of ‘pleasure’

Unit 7 31

B} -t__ Z_ the letter kha’. Pronounced at
the back of the throat. Similar to
the ‘ch’ in the Scottish word
‘loch’.

Joining up

Joining ha’, jim and kha’ requires practice.

final medial initial
joined to the joined both sides joined to the
letter before only letter after only

The intial form of the shape is relatively straightforward, but
when other letters are handwritten before ha’, jim or kha’ they
tend to be placed above, so that they end up joining at the top
left of the shape. Look at the examples below:

Printed form Handwritten form

L e =14
o I =,+r
= e Sttet

A | =g+l

In this unit, we'll concentrate on the initial and isolated forms.
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32 Unit 7 Unit 7 33

The isolated form is used when the letter follows one of the six
non-joining letters (see Unit 6 for summary table) and is the
last letter in a word, as in C| on page 31.

Part 2 of this book deals with combination shapes and you can

practise the medial and final combinations for ha’, jim and kha’
in Unit 17.

@ Master calligrapher tips
The initial & shape is raised in front of letter shapes that

need to finish on the line, including 4 (see ga on page 31),
vand (:

Practise writing these letter combinations containing initial
and isolated ha’, jim and kha'.

- r

Judl yuad Llal | ajzakhana qasr in-nil (Qasr el-nil Pharmacy)
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The letter & ha’ is unusual as it changes its shape more
radically than most letters when joined.

First .practise tracing and then copying the isolated letter shape,
making sure you move your pen clockwise.

start
% b P s " e Y
& 0 8 O O o g™

The isolated letter looks similar in the printed and handwritten
forms:

Printed form Handwritten form

S 0 the letter ha’. Pronounced h as
in ‘hotel’.

Joining up

.Pay special attention to the different shapes of & ha’ when
joined. Although the final form is recognisable, the initial and
medial forms look very different.

Unit 8 35
final medial initial
joined to the joined both sides joined to the

letter after only

letter before only

P Ry S T i oy T — g

The medial form of & ha’ is also significantly different in ruq'a
handwriting from the printed naskh script, where it looks more
like a ribbon tied in a bow:

Printed form  Handwritten form

initial . -Q

medial _ +_ _7,1__-
final - W 4

Pay special attention to the inital ha’. You need to start the
letter at the top left, form a large backwards C-shape, then
loop back inside the C-shape before continuing to the left.

R, TS

e R

Practise tracing and then copying the initial, medial and final
forms of & ha”:
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36 Unit 8

. 0 Master calligrapher tips

The final ha’ can be also be written like this: /""

So o followed by & can be written in in either of these

two ways:
. a.

Look at these words with & ha’ in the printed and handwritten
forms:

Printed form Handwritten form

‘)-G—‘ _ _.4(.: . nahr river
l—.l-b ___t.ﬂ___ huna here

37

Unit 8

AAJ : 59,2_ } wajh face

- .

J_A| Lo ,r@ _!-S'f__ jawahir jewels

Notice how the initial 3 curves round the other way into the
shape of the following ha’ in the handwritten s~ (river).

Practise writing those words.

& ta’ marbita

There is a special feminine ending which looks like & ha’ with
two dots on top: &. This only ever appears at the end of words
and is known as ta’ marbata (‘tied t'). It is pronounced a or at.

The ta’ marbuta is handwritten in exactly the same way as a
final or isolated & ha’, with the addition of a dash representing

the two dots:
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38 Unit 8

Printed form Handwritten form

4_“1 .. o ﬁ-__n.a d hadiya present/gift

Q.J_i_ﬁ __5 ) A _Z_ jarida newspaper

YK ) On_t zubda butter

Printed form Handwritten form

___‘a____ ___{.'_’__ the letter mim. Pronounced m as
in ‘mother’.

The letter a mim doesn’t share its shape with any other letter.
Notice how you start the letter shape in the middle, forming a
tight circle in a clockwise direction, before continuing to the left
and then downwards into the tail.

The handwritten ruq’a mim sits a little higher than the printed
naskh form, although the tail does end below the line.

What's on the shopping list? Practise tracing and then copying the letter shape.

start ;
here g

sby un

J813Nq epqnz

1o aaljo umAez 1£ez

suPaq 93402 uunq

epo 1oy Juasasd epny-1| eAipey
sadedsmau epue|
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Look at how a mim is joined, particularly in handwriting.

Printed form  Handwritten form

initial 2 P

medial —

final ﬁ (_

# mMim can be a tricky letter to spot, becoming ‘tucked’ under,
or sometimes over, the surrounding letters. It takes time to
recognise and practise the various combinations. In this unit,
we will concentrate on the easier combinations with the initial
and isolated g mim. Unit 19 in Part 2 will show how a mim is
written in combination with specific letters.

Practise writing these combinations starting with a mim.
Remember to start the initial mim in the same position as the
isolated letter, forming a tight clockwise circle.

=J+i.\

Unit 9 41

Now practise these words ending with an isolated g mim:

nawm

kham

nadam

Masthead from the children’s magazine 4>l majid (Majid - a
boy’s name)
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The hamza (¢) can also appear in the middle of a word
representing a short pause, or at the end of a word when it has

T ————— the effect of cutting off the previous sound. In these cases, the
i 2§ 1 A € E
i ’ [ 4 : hamza can also be found written on a waw (), on a ya’ without
Py | dots (& / {s), or by itself on the line (¢):
T e g Printed form Handwritten form
} -
The Arabic hamza (¢) is sometimes described as a ‘half-letter’. ‘i’ - (!’, , .
It represents the short intake of breath that an English et VT tawam ‘win

‘ speaker would naturally make before a word starting with a 5

. vowel (e.g. ‘instant’, ‘egg’). In Arabic script, the hamza is q ,40‘ -] ravid i

¢ usually written together with an alif when a word starts with it T - RIRIE EEnaaapes
a vowel: above the alif if the vowel is a/aa or u/i and below if

- the vowel is i/T: s e bad’ beginning
Printed form Handwritten form |
€ H s 3 - ; i
i ___(.;e_l___ ab father —d 93 _;'tg_y ) yu'addib fo punish u
f‘l ————— Lo umm  mother Practise these words containing the hamza. Write the whole
word first and then add the hamza along with any dots.
Ol ol in if

Try writing the hamza, first by itself and then above and
under an alif. Complete the alif first before adding the hamza:

& ;t _5 JF; _2; 3

- = " 1

el ; i L ' . § g J 1
B

] 8 i &

S O

Z . s — —

§

L e - . —
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This letter shape involves three basic movements:
a short upwards stroke
a longer stroke to the left
a final curved tail.
The tail is a similar movement to the final L) (see Unit 2).

Practise tracing and then copying the letter shape.

“'h.._
start
here

This shape is used for two Arabic letters. In their printed naskh
forms, these letters start with a backwards w-shape, but this is
usually ‘smoothed out’ in the handwritten form. Notice also
how the handwritten tail sits on the line but the printed tail
falls below the line.

Printed form Handwritten form

SpvIiC RN U"_ the letter sin. Pronounced s as in
‘same’.
. ”
__Ju___ ()__' the letter shin. Pronounced sh as

in ‘shame’.

Unit 10 45

Remember to write the » shape representing the three dots over
the shin after completing the main letter or word shape.

Master calligrapher tips

You can write the isolated and final _yu shin with a tail the
same shape as the alternate y nan (see Unit 2). In this case
you should not also put the ‘dots’ above the shin:

R

Joining up

Like many Arabic letters, sin and shin lose their tails when joined
to the next letter. Combined with the smoothing of the w-shape,
this effectively turns the medial sin and shin into a straight line.

final medial initial
joined to the joined both sides joined to the

letter before only letter after only

Notice the position of the final form, with the tail finishing on
the line. The means that the previous letter(s) should be raised,
so the whole combination ends back on the line:
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Master calligrapher tips

The sin and shin sometimes retain the w-shape in handwriting
especially when placed in front of (g, —¢-, ok and P

Practise combinations with sin and shin.
=8+
=+ Gu

=gutg

—&'*'w‘l‘n.__.\

Il
‘@

+
G

Unit 10 47

Jj POV E._a.'\:-i ahdhiyat sisil (Cecil shoes).
Notice the two occurrences of the letter w sin: probably written

in different styles because two straight lines would look odd.
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Practise forming the letter shape, first by tracing the shape and
then by yourself. The tail is a similar shape to sin in Unit 10.
Pay special attention to where you start the initial loop:

ﬂ ”w_ *~<start
here

This shape is used for two Arabic letters. Compare the printed
form with the handwritten. The handwritten tail sits on the line,
while the printed tail falls under the line:

Printed form Handwritten form

-5 ()p the letter sad. The basic shape
without any additional dots.

Pronounced as an emphatic s,
similar to the ‘s’ in the English
‘sob’ (rather than ‘sad’).

- (3.4 the letter dad. With an

additional dot above.
Pronounced as an emphatic d,
similar to the ‘d’ in the English
‘doll’ (rather than ‘dill’).

Unit 11 49

Practise writing the two letters. Remember to start the loop on
the left, in the centre of the letter:

Joining up
Look closely at how the final sad and dad are joined to the letter

before and after. You should not need to take your pen off the
paper. Try tracing the path of the pen below with your finger:

final medial initial
joined to the joined both sides joined to the
letter before only letter after only

P S

* Master calligrapher tips

You can also write the isolated and final & dad with a tail
the same shape as the alternate ’y nin and _y shin (see
Units 2 and 10). If you write the dad with this alternative tail,
you should not also put a dot above the letter:
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Whenever sad and dad are joined to the following letter, you
should be careful to include the small ‘dink’ (or 43w sinna -
‘tooth’ - as the Arabs call it) after the loop as this is an
essential part of the shape.

Printed form Handwritten form

Y-V ey . u@g . bayd eggs
aulaa ) é(L-.‘e _ hadara civilisation
- J.t_l.-.a. J"_Llﬂ_ ) sabir  patient/enduring

Jgyidl yaas misr lil-betral (Egypt Petroleum)

Unit 11

Practise joining sad and dad. Remember to finish the whole
shape of the word first, and then come back to add any dots.

51
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This letter shape represents the Arabic letter lam:

Printed form Handwritten form

)

The printed naskh form of lam falls below the line, but the
handwritten ruq’a form sits on the line.

the letter lam. Pronounced | as in
‘less’.

Practise tracing and then copying the shape.

start
- here

Joining up

The lam looks somewhat like a mirror image of the English
letter ‘1" and is formed in a similar way, but in the reverse
direction. As with a joined-up English ‘', you must take your
pen to the top of the medial and final |am first, before returning
down the same path and continuing to the left.

: Unit 12 53
final medial initial
joined to the joined both sides joined to the
letter before only letter after only

PARPFERN

@ Master calligrapher tips

When you join to a final 1am, the initial letter(s) are raised,
joining to the middle of the lam, with the final tail of the lam
ending back on the line:

_‘J_'?_=J+b
JE=d+ g

ek =d+to
s)"'j!:J'*'w

lam, along with alif, is one of the most common letters of the
Arabic alphabet, as together they form the word .. al- (the).
.| al- is written joined to the word it refers to:

Printed form Handwritten form

al-bab the door

S W
- ars’)
syl _5.43) -‘

* al- is pronounced as az- in this combination.

al-bama the owl

az-zubda* the butter
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Practise tracing and then copying the combinations with lam.

P

5
k

Unit 12 55

Y lam-alif

P e i

When the letter alif follows lam a special combined shape is
produced called lam-alif:

Printed form Handwritten form

Master calligrapher tips
The movement used to handwrite ¥ is similar to the
| movement required to write | , I:

1|
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'x

Look at how the combinations of letters below join together: N

Printed form Handwritten form

e S

el @ Mr =L+ + e
ouda Q=M =etotl+d+e

Trace then copy the combinations with 1am alif.

Er—
W
Smm Ny S
e

|
=

Printed form Handwritten form

e I ___L_é_- the letter fa’. Pronounced f as in
‘feast’.
é v the letter gaf. A q pronounced
"""" T from the back of the throat.

These two letters are related but look somewhat different in their
isolated forms.

The tail of the gaf is rounder and, in ruq’a handwriting, the two
dots are usually written as a flourish on the end of the tail,
similar to the alternate niin, shin and dad.

Masthead from the Lebanese newpaper )13.';:.{1 al-anwar (The Lights)
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' Master calligrapher tips Joining up

When fa’ and gaf are joined to the letter before, i.e. in the initial
or medial forms, their shape is identical. The only difference is
that fa’ has one dot and gaf a dash, representing two dots. Pay
attention to how the loop is formed in the medial letter.

3 is the shape of s joined to the head of 4.
(@ is the shape of the ¢, joined to the head of the 4.

o _(_!_3 e ) : In the final form, the letters are a similar shape to their isolated
T : forms.
v ¢) 9 final medial initial
Tamsme P S joined to the joined both sides joined to the
letter before only letter after only
® o o

Practise tracing and then copying the letter shapes. ( n . ; n ; 9

start
.’,here _ ,
Notice the difference in the height above the line of the previous
letter as it joins the final fa’ and qaf.
L]
o LR = 5+ [
sta ~
o here

Compare these handwritten words with their printed forms:

Printed form Handwritten form

é—.!.)—q = _"L’.i.f %, fariq team
- -
J-h-a __L}_n:?__ qafl lock
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B8 a9
). -

saqr hawk

thagafa culture

farq difference

daqiq flour

daga’iq minutes

www.uz-translations.net
Unit 13 Unit 13

- = it

i
- cj‘
{ }"‘f} (}RJ
- v,
i gt

61
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If you look how \ * (10) is written, you can see that Arabic

Numbers

numbers read from left to right as in English - the opposite
The figures 1, 2, 3, 4, etc. used in European languages are direction to the rest of the script.
based on Arabic numbers and are often termed ‘Arabic’
numerals (as opposed to ‘Latin’ numerals i, ii, iii, iv, etc.). Handwritten Arabic numbers look similar to the printed ones.
However, the figures commonly used in the Arab world vary The main exception is the number 2. Note also that sometimes
somewhat from their European counterparts: a hastily handwritten Arabic three Y looks more like a printed

two Y. Watch out for this as it can be confusing.

Printed  Handwritten
Practise writing the Arabic numbers, starting at the black dot:

0 E e sifr . 1
1 \ Y wahid aal
. -
2 Y ( ithnan 531
3 Ay i ud thalatha 4355 d
1 ¢ -i- arbag a ia_.‘,l .
5 e o khamsa duwas
6 1\ hl sitta 43 -
7 v .Y. sab&a m What's the
registration
. number of
8 A A thamanya 4 Lad this Cairo taxi?
9 4 . tisg @ Lol

10 \» ‘ * g ashara & yiuc
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The letter & kaf does not share its shape with any other letter.

Compare the usual printed and handwritten forms. Notice how
the handwritten version usually joins the hamza shape in the
middle of the letter to create a clockwise swirl:

Printed form Handwritten form

- d - __d the letter kaf. Pronounced k as in
‘kettle’.

‘ Master calligrapher tips

- The movement required to produce the handwritten kaf is
similar to a combination of the shapes used to produce
| followed by s followed by u:

First practise tracing and then copying the isolated letter shape,
making sure you follow the direction shown in the numbered
sequence at the top of the page.

Unit 14 65

_ start
) *"  here

Joining up

Pay special attention to the different shapes of the letter &l kaf
when joined. The final form is recognisable, but the initial and
medial forms look different.

final medial initial
joined to the joined both sides joined to the
letter before only letter after only

Practise the medial and final forms of kaf, following the arrows
and completing the downwards angled stroke last.

1|5
)

: 1 lf,/‘

Master calligrapher tips

" The initial and medial kaf is written in a semi-circular shape
before an ascending letter, such as |, another & or J:

¥



www.uz-translations.net

66 Unit 14

When writing words containing initial or medial kafs you
should write the lower part of the letter, but leave the upper
slanted stroke as an addition to be completed when you have
finished the whole shape of the word, along with any dots on
other letters:

Stage 1: ‘-’ bl-)
Stage 2: — K'Jf (karrakat)

This is similar to how joined-up ‘t’s and ‘i's are formed in
English, with the main vertical strokes completed as part of the
word, and the letters crossed and dotted at the end:

Stage 1: ule
Stage 2: m

Look at these words with & kaf in their printed and
handwritten forms:

Printed form Handwritten form

5,5 0 kura ball
JS ____(_Pi_ kull all, every
% /e
JS-N B & ot shakl shape

él,g J % ﬂ_ = dik cockerel

slas _Clas mifakk screwdriver

Unit 14 67

Now practise writing those words.

CSHIN YD Ly T S
JAVEY VN A 15

L selee U > ladag oS 13 8 50adl Kl gy oSG BN

- al-kaf tuktab bi-hadha sh-shakl id-da‘ir idha kana ba gdaha harf sagid -

. (‘The kaf is written in this circular shape if after it there is an

- ascending letter.”)
Original Arabic text of the Master calligrapher tip on page 65
written by Professor Mohammed Hamaam. Notice how the
slanting stokes of the kafs have become slightly separated from

the lower part of the letters, showing that they have been
added at a later stage.
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Practise writing the two letters. Remember to add the downward
stroke and the dot last.

——

Practise forming the letter shape, first by tracing the shape and
then by yourself. You should form the loop at the bottom first in
a clockwise direction, and then add the vertical stroke downwards:

start
here

This shape is used for two Arabic letters. The printed and
handwritten versions look similar.

Printed Handwritten

__.-19_ - - ,b_ the letter t3’. The basic shape
without any additional dots.
Pronounced as an emphatic t,
similar to the ‘t’ in the English ‘told’
(rather than ‘ten’).

- .B - _;_h_ the letter za’. With an additional dot

above. Pronounced as an emphatic
zZ, a cross between ‘z’ and ‘th’
pronounced with the tongue in a
similar position to other emphatic
letters such as ta".

Joining up

L and L look similar wherever they appear in a word. Notice
that when you join them to the letter before, i.e. in the medial
and final forms, you need to loop back over the line before
continuing.

final medial initial
joined to the joined both sides joined to the
letter before only letter after only

Practise writing the words below. As with the letter kaf (see Unit 14),
it’s best to complete an entire word and then add the downward
stroke of the L or 15, along with any dots.

& L taha

batt

zill
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hazzak

batatis
- The initial section of this letter shape is similar to the shape
of the hamza (see extra pages 42-3). The tail finishes below
the line.

Practise forming the letter shape:

start
- ~—here

- Master calligrapher tips

In ruq’a handwriting there are only three letter shapes which
Can you read the signs on the vegetables? - have tails falling below the line:

(suouo)  (K13p22) (seojewo])  (sjoued)  (saojejod) ___ Z ____ ___¢_ ___-é____
|eseq sjeiey| wirjewe) leze| sijeieq !

S U T ® R (R
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This shape is used for two Arabic letters. The printed and
handwritten versions look similar.

Printed Handwritten

the letter gayn. A guttural letter
difficult to pronounce. Sounds like
‘ah’ coming from the stomach.

the letter ghayn. With an additional
dot above. Pronounced as an ‘r’ from
the back of the throat as in the
French ‘rouge’.

Practise writing the two letters.

Joining up

final medial initial
joined to the joined both sides joined to the
letter before only letter after only

A ™ 1
Mmaaanizr

The initial form is similar to the isolated form, but without the
final tail. The medial and final forms have a modified shape in
both printed and handwritten Arabic: a small triangular loop.
Joining from the right you need to curve up slightly, then loop
back to the right before continuing curving down again to the left.

Notice that, in common with other letters with a final tail, the
handwritten a=is raised higher to enable the tail to finish in

I

g e o g 4

e R e o ey

R e

ik AR

R

tions.net

Unit 16 73

the correct position. This will have the effect of also raising the
letter(s) before:

&

Practise writing the words containing & and & in different
positions:

nawt

yuballighak

&aiéma
mashaghil

JLaS alla 9580
duktar khalid kamal
(Doctor Khalid Kamal)
Ot 59380
duktadr sag id hasan
(Doctor Saeed Hasan)

You have now covered all the basic letter shapes needed to write
Arabic.You will find the complete table of all the letters in the
various positions on pages 112-16. Part 2 deals with how to
form particular combinations of letters and Part 3 gives you a
chance to put all you have learnt into practice.
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Letter combinations
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General principles

Working your way through Part 1 of this book, you have
already encountered some of the general principles involved in
handwriting Arabic. Here is a summary of the main points you
have met:

¢ Double and treble dots above and below letters become
dashes and ‘caps’: A = .

* The ‘w’ shape at the beginning of sin L and shin _u
generally becomes a smooth line: ¢ .

* Some final letters have alternative final forms, e.g.
O/, 0% armr,and Q2 | 0.

* Each group of letters needs to end with the final character in
the correct position on the line - the height of preceding
letters should be adjusted to achieve this.

* In addition, some special shapes have developed to join
particular combinations of letters.

Implementing all of these principles requires practice and time.
You will start by only recognising some of the more complicated
combinations. However, the more you can apply the principles,
the more your handwriting will resemble that of a native
Arabic speaker, and so the more credibility you will acquire.
You need to imagine how you would regard a foreigner who
writes you an English note in printed infant letters as opposed
to a fully formed adult hand.

Final letters

In this unit we will look as a whole at final letters and how they
affect the letters that come before. The ‘final letter’ could be the
last letter in a word or it could be a non-joining letter, making it
the last letter in a combination.

[ T RNy M e e

P S e T

Unit 17 77

Some final letters are written along the line and there is no
special adjustment needed to the letter(s) that come before:

—‘-&,"--=J+g._.:

-@u?-=él+h§+‘s

-

-L.p-=|+g,-+€

But others are joined higher to allow the final tail to fall in the
correct position:

P+
-!.e_-=_,+€

Compare the position of the initial ba’ — in <& and 33 above.
When joining to fa’ . you can start the ba’ on the line, but
when joining to qaf (3 you should raise the ba’ in anticipation,
so that the deeper tail of the qaf falls back on the line. The
ability to anticipate is one of the features of good Arabic
handwriting.

Here are the final letters like gaf that are joined to above the line:

Units 18-20 will cover joining to # /# [z, » and (s. In this
unit we will practise the other final letters.
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Practise tracing and copying these combinations, taking care to
start the initial letter above the line:

Now trace and write these complete words taking note of the
relative positions of the letters.

jabal

tasallul

“ jawahir

Joining to T

In Unit 7 you saw how the initial letter shape .a joins to
following letters. This shape is shared by the letters ¢z jim, ¢~ ha’
and ¢ kha'.

In this unit we will look in more detail at the medial and final
shapes for these letters.

final medial initial

joined to the joined both sides joined to the

letter before only letter after only
Y _ o . i

You can see that the medial and final letter shapes are joined to
the letter before with a diagonal right-to-left stroke joining at
the top left-hand side of the main letter. This requires
anticipation when joining.

Practise tracing and copying the medial and final shapes,
taking care to start where indicated by the arrow:

gl
ik,

A !
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There is also a special combined shape used when  (or any of Compare these words in their printed and handwritten forms.

the letters which share its initial and medial shape — see Unit 3)

S > 5 PR Printed form Handwritten form
is joined to g jim, ~ ha’ or Ckha':

=rte

z J\_‘m_g /I.f: bihar seas
-
< )l:...o‘ 5—5_4!4_’.: majallat magazines

S T Sy

_4£_=a.+u

&)&) o E:.g_ rih wind

J:‘;""—.' <z (.)_:{: _ bakhil miser
F @A Lis é _L—_’_ _ manahij methods/procedures

Practise these combinations:

Now try writing the words for yourself:

L]
L
b ™
=
TR
i SU—— A —— - . ==~ A
o
b

sl al-ittihad (The Union)
Masthead from the Emirates-based newspaper
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Lf‘bd'u (..-.Iu matgam al-hatf (Al-Hati Restaurant)

Notice how the J is joined to the top left of the »,
and how several letters have ornamental upwards
strokes for decorative effect.

www.uz-tranglations.net

Unit 18

e

-

o

i

Joining to a

The letter mim a is one of the trickiest letters to master. You
have already seen in Unit 9 that when it loses its tail it is
reduced to a small circle or blob:

mim in isolation: (
initial mim: _=#®
In addition, when mim is in the medial or final position, with a

Jetter following it, it tends to become tucked under the letter in
handwriting, sometimes making it difficult to spot:

final medial initial
joined to the joined both sides joined to the
letter before only letter after only

Practise forming the medial and final shapes, completing the black
part of the shape first. You can move your pen around on the spot
until you can see a blob, especially if using a thinner nib.

(4
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Look at how these letters join to mim:

C’J.t‘_'=d+f.+u..

Certain combinations of mim and other letters can result in a
‘pile up’ of three or four letters above the line.

-

J—{‘-=J+‘n+¢|

(-{:{:f""‘f"'t“'t‘

If you can write these kinds of combinations correctly and
fluently, you can truly claim to have mastered Arabic
handwriting!

Practise forming those combinations:

ons.net
Unit 19

(..'.Ew matg am (restaurant)

85
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Q\’&
. Joining to final ¢

*

In Unit 3 you saw how the initial » shape combines with a
final ya’ to produce this shape: TE

Other letters combine with the final ya’ in a similar way. Look at
how the final ya’ combines with these ten initial letter shapes:

& L

\

- o -

Note the subtle sinna (‘tooth’) after the loop of the sad in -
This is an important part of the letter (compare to Q_Ia on its
left). In addition, don't forget to add any dots and the
downwards stroke of the . and £ after you have completed the
whole of the main shape.

Try tracing and then copying those shapes. Start at the black dot.

-

T v | A

Unit 20

8

87
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Summary of
combinations
with el

As a summary of how Arabic letters combine, look at the
following which shows the initial 3 joined to all the letters of
the alphabet in turn in their final forms (see pages 112-16 for
the Arabic letters in alphabetical order).

The banner across the magazine reads:
Saadl 1ia ‘é_e 151 ,3) igra’d i hadha I-¢ adad (Read in this issue).
Notice how the word s fT(in) is written.

Compare particularly the position of the 3 in relation to the
letter that follows: the point and height above the line at which
it joins.
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Now practise copying these combinations:

. 5 E o 8 % 3
SR t® it il 7 g | R
Jff'r" | 2 i.ﬁ_-,r,ﬁv F B {:’. i “’g ¥
" & L e Ve p el Y

Unit 21 91

By working your way through this guide, you should now have
mastered the fundamentals of reading and writing rug’a Arabic
script. In Part 3, you will find activities which will further
improve your script and provide you with practice in
deciphering handwritten material.
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Write on!
Activities for further practice
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The Write on! section consists of additional activities designed
to provide further practice in handwriting and recognition. You
will find the answers to these activities on page 106.

Activity 1

Handwrite these combination of letters, as in the example.

.

=s+p
= to
=d+
=J+a
=J+d
=1+

write on!

Activity 2
Now write these printed naskh words in ruq‘a script, as in the
example.

OK' = S (sukkan)
= olga (jihat)

= ,laa (haffar)

= J<& (shakl)

= Jau (bihall)

= elial (uhibbak)

= JLus (tasallul)

= oISl (saba'ik)
= J&Lis (mashaghil)

= Jlaall (al-jamal)

95
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Activity 3

Match the handwritten words with their printed equivalents, as
in the example.

S5 49\
el B .
252
VCuUupj Lol o

Lis .
’ad\"“du

write on!

Activity 4

Now write the words from Activity 3 on the lines.

97

(as-silk)

(at-talaq)

(an-n_ujam)

(salasil)

(balabil)

(daga’iq)

(mahastl)

(karrakat)

(lil-istikhdam)

(mushkilat)
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ACthlty R) Activity 6
Can you work out the names and nationalities of these three How many kilometres is it to these towns?
travellers from their immigration forms?
Minya al-minya Liial)
Luxor al-ugsur a3Vl
Beni Suef bant swayf &, g.. -

: pame aw ¥
%{yfi’"’/’ ™ Cairo al-qahira 5 a3}
W . pationality dswiall Asyut asyat Lo gl

o Al Fayoum al-fayim a g4al

- Nationality C ~J

............................................. JJL‘BA«P' : name {-uu')"

e P48 nationality Qwaiall
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Activity 7

a) Can you work out the name of this pasta (i 5,5.) company?

AAARARARAAAAAAS
33 )
)5’ i.'ﬂfﬂ?»?;i ﬂ”;i

b) And how about this doctor? (hint: the Arabic name Amr is spelt
with a silent waw on the end: 4 jac)

write on! 101

Activity 8
How much would the following cost you in the Marina
cafeteria?

Pizza and ice cream?

Spaghetti and kebab?

Tuna mayonnaise and cappuccino?
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Activity 9
Circle the following places in the box below, as in the example:

Madrid v

Crete

London

Peru

Aswan

Athens

Majorca

Mauritania

Oman

Liverpool (hint: the foreign sound ‘v’ is often written in Arabic
as a s fa’ with three dots: _3)

write on! 103

Activity 10

Look at the travel agent’s window and answer these questions:

1. Is the agent offering a package to New York?

2. What ancient site is included in the travel package to
Aswan?

3. The package to the Far East includes five nights in
Thailand and four nights in which place?

4. How many nights can you stay in Berlin?

5. Which Japanese and European cities can you visit on

a five-star package?

F‘LOKlDA jf &
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Activity 11

juice g asir yuac
natural tabTg T Ak
oranges butugal JL&5 ;4
carrots jazar 5o
strawberries farawla 44 41 ;8
mangos mango gaile
guavas gawafa 43| ga
tamarind tamr hindT (14 a5
sugar cane gasab ual

Look at the photo of the juice stall opposite and the word list
above. Then see if you can work out how much these juices
cost.

. one orange juice

. two tamarind juices
. one strawberry juice
. one juice cocktail

. two guava juices

. two carrot juices

. three mango juices

00 N O e W N e

. four sugar cane juices




106

Answers to the Activities

Activity 1

-ﬂ-.€_=a+(m
”U'_b.._=ua+u

=J+d
-J!_-=I+J
oo
Boopae
T B
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Activity 3
Activity 2 4
-
o\sS1S AT -
_QKz = ,Sw ’ / r'-’"d \
‘:'-I’g = CJLQA

el = oa]

JL‘ _____ = Js
CLly = il

¢ ~
PN = et Activity §

ty
1. Riyad Sabri (5 ysa oals)); Bahraini (o ya)

;J_Lé_‘_ = Jlaall 2. Nadya Badawi (5 943 4300 ); Tunisian (4w 53)

3. Muhammad Khalid (WA sess ); Iragi (g_il‘).c.)
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Activity 6

Minya 80km

Luxor 450km

Beni Suef 30km

Cairo 140km

Asyut 200km
Al Fayoum 60km

Activity 7

a) 3 yal8ll Liss mina al-qahira (Mina of Cairo)

b) £ iall sae g yac 53S0 duktir gamr gabd al-fattah (Dr Amr
Abd al-Fattah)

Activity 8

Pizza and ice cream = 750 (550 + 200)

Spaghetti and kebab = 710 (290 + 420)

Tuna mayonnaise and cappuccino = 480 (365 + 115)

Activity 9

‘-""‘-‘“"l-':-w@

(Majorca) (Crete)

(Mauritania) (Peru)

R

(Oman) (London) (Madrid)

ST e add

(Aswan)  (Liverpool)

write on! (answers) 109

Activity 10
1. Yes (top of window: middle poster: &, g3 ga3)

2. Abu Simbel (Jsouw s4l)

3. Bali (g"_g)

4. 3 nights (JL ¥)

5. Tokyo (S gb), Osaka (IS1) 4)) and Vienna (Liyss)

Activity 11
. one orange juice = 50
. two tamarind juices = 50 (25 x 2)
. one strawberry juice = 100

. one juice cocktail = 100

. two carrot juices = 100 (50 x 2)

1

2

3

4

5. two guava juices = 200 (100 x 2)

6

7. three mango juices = 300 (100 x 3)
8

. four sugar cane juices = 100 (25 x 4)
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This reference table presents a summary of the 28 handwritten
and printed Arabic letters in alphabetical order. The letters are
shown in their various forms.

You will find details of the discretionary vowel and doubling
signs in the extra section on pages 14-15.

The extra section on pages 42-43 covers how to write the Arabic
hamza ().

final medial initial isolated letter

il alif
L L | | printed (nas?di}
‘ | handwritten (ruq'a)

L L

L ba’

([ + _3 () printed (naskh)
(& A ) s handwritten (rug'a)
- - A5 ta

- — ) printed (naskh)

handwritten (rug'a)

a0 O

. U tha'
L:J printed (naskh)
A

handwritten (ruq'a)

L

Arabic alphabet 113
final medial initial isolated letter
> jim
G — — C printed (naskh)
handwritten (ruq'a)
& 5 8

b ha'
C printed (naskh)

—_ —_
é ’ : z handwritten (rug'a)

3 % - . > kha'
c — —_— C printed (naskh)
. . 2 handwritten (rug’a)

Jis dal
< J printed (naskh)

.
J e ) ) handwritten (rug‘a)

e e s — s i B

. . . . Ji3 dhal
J— J— J lJ printed (naskh)
L ] L ] L] L ]

“'*“ "'__*_” ___)___ _‘_).__ handwritten (rug’'a)

elyra’

J. J. J J printed (naskh)
handwritten (rug’a)
L L
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final medial initial isolated letter final medial initial isolated letter

. . di) zay - - . . A Za‘
J ‘) printed (naskh) L— ..L. —E L printed (naskh)

Oa o
- _J_ _/_._-_ -_ Z__.__ B Z_-handwritten (rug’a) 2 ______ _,2_ "2_ handwritten (ruq'a)

e payn

Ottt sin
‘-)H printed (naskh) b —_ - ﬁ printed (naskh)
__Q:___ e ___Q.f__ handwritten (ruq‘a) C & = t handwritten (ruq'a)
by » s & o5 shin . . . . oe& ghayn
O = 8 o printed (naskh) b = £ & printed (naskh)

# r

A ~ handwritten (ruq'a) 2 . . . handwritten (ruq’a)
JL-D §éd L - - [ ‘15 fE'
UA N = ua printed (naskh) S - -9 S printed (naskh)
Ue Je 9 w handwritten (ruq’a) : i n‘ 9 d handwritten (ruq’a)

6 qaf

» » - a sl dad
printed (naskh)

u.a. —te, L’.ﬁ. U.a printed (naskh) d— S d
: ’ g i e. .’ .a handwritten (rug‘a) v &‘ v e (R

Ab ta’ s]
printed (naskh)

L L < <
B b le handwritten (rug'a) d r f d handwritten (ruq’a)

éj Wl kaf

printed (naskh)
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final medial initial isolated letter
4 ot

d printed (naskh)
J ; ' handwritten (ruq'a)

¢ -

—e - ? printed (naskh)
e handwritten (ruq'a)

b * . U9 NUN
— - o printed (naskh)
L]
A

A . ___Q___ handwritten (ruq'a)

a ha’
printed (naskh)

-]
7 .9 o handwritten (ruq‘a)

QG Twp
N

L’

ly waw

\9- \,9' 3 J printed (naskh)
_,, } ) ) handwritten (ruq'a)
b ya’'

-.'!' -"‘.. (5 printed (naskh)

handwritten (rug’a)
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