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later on demolished, perhaps during Kalhora rule by
Makhdoom Muhammad Hashim Thattavi. Conversion
from one faith to another is indeed a very difficult
process and must take long time before showing any real
symptom of the new faith.

The first historical source so far on Sindh, the
Chachnamo, came to light during these days. The
original Arabic text of "Minhajul Masalik" was o
translated into Persian in 1216 AD (613 AH). The
manuscript was obtained from the auther Qazi Moosa
bin Yakub's descendent Qazi Ismail bin Ali of Alor.
During the same time, Syed Badruddin of Kufa came to
Uch and wrote Lub ul Albab while a court scholar of
Nasiruddin Qabacha, named Nuruddin Mahmud, also
from Kufa, wrote another well known teatise of these
times, entitied Jami ul Hikayaat' This process of
authorship and scholarship bespeaks of Suharawardy
sufistic trend in educated circles.

Evidence of Madrassahs flourishing in Sindh during
this period comes from such names as Madressah
Moulana Kashani in Multan, Madrassah Ferozia in Uch
and Madrassah Shaikh Nooh in Bakhar while Sehwan
accommodated an international Islamic religious
institution known as Madrassah Fuqghai Islam.
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and Shaikh Ruknuddin alias Rukn-e-Alam Multani
visited this Khangah, as described in Tuhfat-ul-Karam.

(u11) Upstream in the island of Bakhar Madrassah
Shaikh Nooh Suhrawardy flourished prior to open
tabligh of Murshid Qalandar Lal Shahbaz and
continued even after his life-time.

The historical records show upstream Indus at
Bakhar another institution of Islamic learning at this
point of time named Madrassah Shaikh Nooh Bukhari
(d. c. 1210 AD] Shaikh Nooh Bukhari was the first
Khalifa of Shaikh Shahabuddin Suhrawardy in Sindh,
who was succeeded by Shaikh Bahauddin Zakariya
Multani, Shaikh Usman Marwandi of Sehwan and
Shaikh Jalaluddin Surkh Bukhari of Uch were
accredited in Suhahrawardy sufistic order to Shaikh
Bahauddin Zakariya Multani sided with lltumish against
the ruler of Multan and Sindh Nasiruddin Qabacha and
after his overthrow was appointed 'Shaikh ul Islam'.
Then the Slave dynasty remained devoted to
suhrawardy saints.

The Hindus'follow up along the path of Sufi saints
of these times is both amusing and instructive:; They
called, rather identified, Qalandar Lal Shahbaz as Raja
Bhartari. Pir Patho as Raja Gopichand, Shaikh Tahir
Nasarpuri as Udero Lal, and Mangho Pir as Lala Jasrat.
This is in line with the Ismaili incarnation system
mentioned in 'Das Avatar" (ten incarnations) according
to which Hazarat Ali (Karamullah Wajahahu) was the
tenth incarnation of Vishnu, the Hindu god. His statue
was raised atop Makli Hill and named Kalka which
showed Hazrat Ali (K.W) mounted on a horse with an
unsheathed sword in his right hand raised above
shoulders- and the left hand on the reins. This statue was
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Historical evidence shows that, (a) He was a Sufi
Shaikh of Lal Shahbazi Suhrawardy order and was
active in Sindh before 1196 AD, when he was shown
meeting with Pir Haji Ismail Panhwar of pat. Pat was
then a most important river port and an emporium along
the Thatta to central Asia High way. (b) He became
accredited to Shaikh Bahauddin Zakariya Multani in
1235 AD and was officially commissioned to spread
Sufism through his order, (c) He was associated with
Madrassah Fugha-e-islam at Sehwan prior to 644 AH/
1246 AD. (d) he was authorized by the Delhi Sultanate
in 1251 AD to propagate his order openly through his
Khangah established officially after the Slave General
Qatlagh Khan over threw the immoral rule of Raaja
Jesar in Sehwan in that year. The Lal Shahbazi Suti
Suhrawardi Khangah flourished in Qalandar Lal
Shahbaz's life time for twenty three years from 1251 to
1274 AD. At the time of his demise in 1274 AD when
he was 112 years old he accredited Syed Ali and
Abdullah Shah his two prominent Khalifas in the
Qalandari order.

2. Other Sufi Khangqahs:

(1) Shaikh Hassan Debali alias Pir Patho (d. 646
AH/1248 AD) Established another suhrawardy Sufi
Khangah on behest of Shaikh Bahauddin Zakaria
Multani and Shaikh Usman Marwandi who went to him
into his cave in mount Makli personally and persuaded
him to come out and work - for the propagation of Islam
in Sindh.

(ii) Shaikh Chanesar Soomro alias Rehan Jhangli's
Khangah at "Rukan" a river port below Pat on the
Indus, since inundated: Hazrat Qalandar Lal Shahbaz
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Silsila in Sehawan and around. Hazrat Nasiruddin
Chiragh Dehlvi, the well known Khalifa of Hazrat
Nizamuddin Oliya also came to Sehwan.

Research based on early sources e.g. Khazinant ul
Asfiya and accounts of other contemporary plausible
relatives of shaikh Usman Marwandi alias Hazrat
Qalandar Lal Shahbaz show him as Sindhi, (Khazinat ul
Asfiya shows him a Sindhi by birth and Tarikh Feroz
Shahi compiled by Ziauddin Burni applies Muridi as
suffix to his name to which the Urdu translator Dr. S.
Moinul Haq footnotes that Muridi may be a misprint,
the correct name might be Trimizi! This shows that the
writers did not contemplate Marwand or Marrrand as
his birth place hence the appellate, since they knew that
he was a Sindhi by birth.) particularly with reference to
'Mian Lal' who is buried at Makli beside Shaikh Jiyo
and is mentioned in Tuhfatul Karam as a brother or
cousin of Hazrat Qalandar Lal Shahbaz according to
local legend. According to Hakim Fateh Muhammad
Saghir Sehwani, compilor of Qalandar Nama,he was
born in Marrand/ Marwand remained one year under
Baba Ibrahim, who was accredited in Qalandari order
by Shaikh Jama'l Mujarid (unmarried) Qalandar Lal
Shahbaz also lived a celibate life and did not marry nor
had an issue in his life time. He migrated to Sindh,
learned a lot from Shaikh ul Islam Bahauddin Zakaria
Mmultani and Shaikh Farid Shakar Ganj. He was also.
much associated with Shaikh Sadruddin the successor of
Shaikh Bahauddin Zakariya Mmultani, in whose
company he was found with Prince Muhammad 'Khan
Shaheed' at Multan and was offered a Khangah there
out had preferred Shewan.
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Hindu/ Ismaili Soomra's hold held it every time at bay.
The Madarssah established by Syed Sadruddin to
conjunct it with the Asthana of Shah Sadar at Rasoolpur
near Sehwan had soon to be closed and shifted to AH
Wahan near Bakhar/ Rohri.

It was therefore only through the well conceived
and boldly executed plan of Shaikh Usman Marwandi
that Sehwan was secured for Islammic propagation and
a Suhrawardy sufistic Khangah, which bolstered or
replaced the Madrassah 'Fughai Islam and cleared the
way for other sufistic telamic missionaries to lower
Sindh, Sehwan being the gate way of it.

During the 12th and the 13th century A.D, the
missionaries of Suhrawardi and Chishtiya orders are
found active in Sindh. Before founding their khangahs at
Ajmer. Pak Patan and Multan they visited Sehwan, Pat
and Bakhar, in the lower Indus Valley and worked there.
Tuhfat ul Karam mentions four companion: Shaikh
Bahauddin, Shaikh Fariduddin, Shaikh Usman
Marwnadi and Syed Jalai Surkh. The same source
shows their sittings at Yak Thambh (cave) (Unipolar)
and portrays Sehwan as a seat of sufis activities during
those days. Before setting up the seat of Chistiya order at
Ajmer, Khwaja Moeenuddin Chishti (536-633 AH/
1142-1236 AD) visited Sehwan in company with his
‘Shaikh' Hazrat Usman Harooni and had a long time
company there with Shaikh Sadruddin Muhammad
Ahmed Sehwani, Hazrat Baba Farid Masood Shakar
Ganj came in Sehwan on the instructions of his 'Shaikh'
Hazrat Qutibuddin Bakhtiar Kaki and lived there for
some time with Hazrat Ohiduddin. He had two Khalifas
in Sehwan at that time: Shaikh Zakarya Sindhi and
Shaikh Issa Chishti who were spreading Chishtiya Sufi
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"Fughai Islam" which was established there earlier. It
was, there that he wrote his five treatises mentioned
above for the benefit of students who hailed from cairo
and central Asia. An investigation into the background
and further details of this cosmopolitan institution of
Islamic learning at such early time in Sindh is much
necessry for straightening the historical records. When
Qalandar Shahbaz found the running of the madrassah
and his missionary efforts thwarted by the misrule of
Raja Jesar of Sehwan he approached the Delhi Sultanate
of the Slave dynasty of which Nasiruddin Mehmood the
celebrated saint king was on the throne then through
Shaikhul Islam Shaikh Bahauddin Zakariya Multani
and Mufti Azam Shaikh Sharafuddin Panipati alias
Hazrat Boo Ali Qalandar (602- 734 AH/1206-1323 AD)
and the Sultan himself encamped at Bakhar. There it
was decided to dispatch a strong force under general
Qatlagh Khan to capture Sehwan and establish Suni
Islamic rule in place of the Ismaili Soomra rule of Raja
Jesar, alias Charbat Raja.

The contemporary elders of Islam, who contributed
to the Qalandari Movement, were Shaikh Jalal Surkh
Bukhari of Uch sharif and Baba Faridudin Shakar Ganj
of Pak Patan whom Hazrat Qalandar Lal Shahbaz had
consulted before proceeding to Panipat with a letter
from Shaikh Bahauddin Zakariya Multani to Shaikh
Sharafuddin Panipati, who was then the Chief Jurist of
the Delhi Government. This movement appears to have
had an integrated 'back ground of the efforts of Shah
Sadar of Laki (Laki Alvi) and Syed Sadruddin Razvi bin
Syed Muhammad Maki of Bakhar. From Bakhar to
Laki along the Indus the Suhrawardy sufi movement
was striving to establish a Khangah at Sehwan but the
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AD), while the Soomras were converted to Islam
through the Ismaili da'wat and they were occupying
Roopah and the entire east and south on the borders of
Sindh, with the help of Sammas of Samui (near Thatta),
they captured Bhambhor, Uch and Multan. In 1179 AD
they were dislodged from Multan by the forces of Sultan
Shahabuddin Muhammad Ghori but retained power in
Uch where Shaikh Jalal Surkh Bukhari (1198-1291 AD)
secured their conversion to Suhrawardy sufi order of
Shaikh ~ Shahabuddin  Umer Bin Muhammad
Suharwardy of Baghdad (1144-1235 AD) and his chief
Khalifa for Sindh Shaikh Bahauddin Zakariya Multani
(1182-1262 AD).

At Sehwan, however, there ruled a Soomra chief
named Jesar alias charbat Raja who would not give up
un-Islamic practices and his misrule was totally
intolerable for the torch bearers of Islam.

On Friday, the 22nd of Shawal 649 AH
corresponding to 8th December. 1251 AD Shaikh
Usman Marwandi entered Sehwan from Lake alvi at the
head of a large following of Qalandari faqgirs and soon
afterwards marched the Slave army under Qatlagh
Khan, who deposed Raja Jesar Soomro from Sehwan
and established the rule of Sultan Nasiruddin Mehmood
of Delhi, it was a preplanned action, taken upon the
behest of Shaikh Usman Marwandi: who hence forth
was identified as Qalandar Lal Shahbaz. He got the title
of Qalandar because of his open propagation of Islam in
Sindh for the first time and Lal Shahbaz because of his
Lal Shahbazi sufi order, which he propagated. He
established his Khangah in Sehwan.

He had not been in Sehwan for the first time in 1251
AD; but had indeed lived and taught in Madrassah
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the slave and the Soomra ascendancy in Sindh including
Uch and Multan.

Towards the end of the 12th century, the progenitor
of lunwari Siddiqui's, Shaikh Malik bin Muhammad
was acredited to Suhrawardy Sufi order through Shaikh
Yamani a Khalifa in Hijiz of Shaikh -ul-Suhuyuhk,
Umer bin Muhammad Shahabuddin Suhrawardy (1144-
1235 AD), and spread that order in lower Sindh and
Kachh securing more Hindu converts. In 1176 AD,
Qutbuddin Aibak occupied Sindh on behalf of Sultan
Shahabuddin Muhammad Gori, in just three months
time and left one Saiful Malook incharge of the
Government. Later on Qutibuddin himself become
pioneer of slave dynasty's rule in the Indo Pak sub
continent but on his death in 1210 AD, another Slave
general of Sultan Shahabuddin Muhammad Ghori
established his rule over Sindh with his capital in
Multan. He was Nasiruddin Qabacha who ruled for 18
years upto 1228 AD. Then Sultan lltumish annexed
Sindh to his Kingdom. Trie Slave government failed to
subdue the Soommras who ruled over the lower Sindh
from Ropa Mari. Soomras independence and rule dates
long before Sultan Muhammad Ghaznavi's sack of
Mansurah (1025 AD) when history has recorded several
tiny states in Sindh each independent of the other and
constantly all war with one another. Besides the five
Arab colonies: Mansura, Baza, Bugan, Sindan, Makran
and Mushki, there were several native princpalities
under their tribal chiefs such as Bhanbhor,
Brahmanabad, Sehwan, Darbelo, Alor, Maniktara,
Hamahkot, Bhagnari and Roopah. Sehwan and
Bhagnari were held by channas, who were the first
converts to Islarn at the time of the Arab conquest (712
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"Shaikh Usman %grwandi/ Marandi
ias
Hazrat Qalander Lal Shahbaz Sehwan/
Sindhi, and his time
(The Late 12™ & The 13™ Century 1162-1274 Ad).

By: Dr. Habibullah Siddiqui Patai.

Three centuries of the middle-ages, the eleventh
twelfth and the thirteenth of the Christian era and three
contemporary divines of the period, are mainly
responsible for the present day Muslim Majority
population of Pakistan. They are: Pir Shams Sabzwari of
Multan (1065-1172AD), Shaikh Bahauddin Zakaria
Multani'(1182-1262AD) and Shaikh Usman Marwandi/
Marrandi/Sindhi alias Hazrat Qalandar lal Shahbaz
Sehwani (1162-1274). Pir Sabzwari and other Ismaili
dais/missionaries composed 'Ginan' in Sindhi, Punjabi,
Siraiki, Kutchhi, Gujrati and Hindi vernacular
languages, while Shaikh Usman Marwandi wrote text
books for Islamic Dini Madrassahs of Sindh e.g. Mizna-
e-Sart, Kism-e-Doyum, Aqd and Zubdah, which
remained in use for eight centuries uptil the British
conquest of Sindh 1843 AD. Together with Shaikh
Bahauddin Zakariya Multani, he also secured a large
scale conversion of Sindhi Hindus to islam through
suhrawardy sufistic order. They lived during the Ghori,
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reached a Zenith of spiritual divinity where he has only
three concepts of life namely Love of the Creator, Love
of his fellow beings and also indulges out of divine
ecstasy in some acts and practices of extreme devotion
which are within the limits ethical rules and values.

Hazarat Lal Shahbaz Qalandar was a Hafiz, Quran
Poet, Mujahid, Ghazi, and at the same time chose the
Path of love. He truly loved his God and served his
fellow beings.

Last Act

Hazrat Qalandar Sahib passed away an the 21st of
Shaban, 673 A.M. at the age of 112, and his mortal
remains lie buried in a beautiful Mausoleum built in the
days of Sultan Feroz Shah Tughlaq, in 757 A.H. by
Malik Bakhtiaruddin Ruler of Sehwan. In the courtyard
of the sacred shrine of Hazrat Qalandar are the tombs of
Syed Ali Shah Sarmast (Wazir of Hazart Qalandar),
Syed Muhib Shah and Shaikh Manjan. The last act
before dying was that Hazrat Qalandar gave Syed
Muhib Shah Sa'rmast and Hazrat Abdullah Shah Abdal
Hidayat (instructions) of Qalandar Tariqat.

The drums of "Dammal” still beat at Dawn and
Sunset in memory of Mast-o-Mast Qalandar Lal as act
of home age and devotion to his sacred memory.
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Dhammal

The Qalandar indulged in a dance called
"DHAMMAL" which is similar to the one popularly
Known as the whirling dance of the Durveshes of the
Rumi sect. The Dhammal of Hazrat Qalandar was with
the same object but of a different style, where the same
object but of a different style. The idea underlying
Dhammal is a dance of Trance, where the mind is
concentrated on the name of the Creator and the whole
body moves in devotion. There is complete co-
ordination between soul, mind and body-all the three
functioning in deep contemplation of the name of Allah.
Established practices is that this state of trance is
accompanied by the beating of big drums. This state of
trance can be understood in the words of Hazrat
Qalandar which are :-

For the sake of the love of the friend, I dance over
fire, sometimes I roll in the dust, and sometimes dance
on the thorn's. I have become notorious in your love. I
beseech you. to come to me. I am not afraid of this
disrepute, and dancing in every bazar, A Qalandar is a
saint whose action is directly inspired by God, and his
action is based on love and devotion of God. The
Qalandari system is difficult to be explained, interpreted
or understood in simple language, and a Mystical
interpretation can be gauged by the following saying of a
great Mystic .who on being asked what a Sufi was
replied that Mysticism is: "its beginning is god, and as
regards the end it has no end". The usual wrong impression
about a Qalandar is that he dose not in his state of
ecstasy care for rules, laws of society or religion, This
conception is not true because a Qalandar is basically
well versed in all the religious teachings, and has
therefore through hard perseverance, practice prayers
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Qaladaria Sect
A part from the other Mystical sects of Chistia,
Qadria, Soharwardia, Nagshbandia, the Qalandari sect

is also a very important sect. The Qalandaria sect was -

started by Hazrat Syed Abdul Aziz Alambardar Maki
Sahabi Qalandar during the time of the Holy Prophet.
Hazrat Abdul Aziz Maki was one of the companions of
the Holy Prophet, and was one of the members of the
ASHB-I-SUFA (brethren of purity) and had been called
a Qalandar by the Holy Prophet, and he lies buried in
Pakpattan District Sahiwal. There have been two and a
half Qalandars of the highest spiritual status, and divine
Zenith namely Hazrat Bu Ali Sharfuddin Qalandar of
Panipat, Hazrat Lal Shahbaz Qalandar of Sehwan and
Hazrat Rabia Basri. It is said that in status of Divine
lovers of God, the whole structure begins from the Holy
Prophet followed by AHL-E-BAIT. SAHABAS,
ANSARS AND MOHAJIREEN, SAINTS AND
MASTS. The Qalandar while attending to Khidmat-e-
Khalq simultaneously covered his life time in "ISHQ-E-
HAQIQI", and now in his old age become so engrossed
in memory of his Creator that he uttered the following
couplet from which one can detect his spiritual status:-

I am the sovereign of all countries

I am the destroyer of every thing

I kill this and strike that nobody can challenge it
I am the key of the mysteries of God

I am above all sins and follies of human beings
I am the beauty of the light of God's

From the very dawn of creation

I'am God intoxicated soul.



20

Red Clothes, Red Eyes

®  Hazrat Qalandar always wore red clothes and had
plercing red eyes denoting deep contemplation and
mediation in the Mystical memory of his God in whose
thought he was always engrossed. His eyes flaming with
eternal love of his Creator were the center of attraction,
and his very exisstence was a living example of "Wahdat-
Al-Wujud" a state to which he had reached through
spiritual perseverance, contemplation, prayers.This final
stage of self realisation is nothing else but spiritual
conscioship of ones self and when a Mystic realises the
truth about his own existence, and his relationship with
his Creator, which can be beautifully summed up in the
following couplet: -

I am he whom love,

And he whom love is I,

We are two spirits indwlling one Body,
When thou seest me thou seest him and when -
thou seest him, than thou dost see us both.

Hazrat Qalandar is also out of reverence and
devotion called by the following names:-

Oosman, Lal, Shahbaz, Qalandar, Saif-ul- lisan,
Shamsuddin, @ Mehdi  Makhdoom, Mast-0-Mast
Qalandar Lal.

The spiritual linage of Hazrat Qalandar runs as
follows:-

Holy Prophet Muhammad (Peace be Upon him)

The Holy prophet, Hazrat Ali Hazrat Zain-ul-
Abedin, Hazrat Imam jaffar Sadiq, Hazrat Imam Ali
Reza. Hazrat Shaikh Syed Mujjarrid, Hazrat Shaikh
Ibrahim and Hazrat Qalandar.
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observing this change in the outlook of a subject King
Jessar became disturbed, and employed all cunning and
mischievous tactics to disturb and provoke Hazrat
Qalandar and his small band of mujahids. Matters came
to a point where war became the only means for
deciding the issue between godliness and idol
worshipping, morality, and vices, truth, and evil. The
forces of king Jassar met complete defeat at the hands of
the forces of faith and valour faith being represented
through Hazrat Qalandar, and valour being represented
through Sultan Naseeruddin Mahmod's army. As in
other Places in Indo-Pakistan the saint and the soldier
side by implanted the banner of Islam in the evil infested
city of Sewan and now this region was also covered by
Islamic belief.

After the defeat of King Jassar Hazrat Qalandar
began his Teachings of Islam. Hazrat Qalandar was a
Hafiz, Quran Scholar, Poet, Linguist, Grammarian, and
a great Mystic and Mujahid. He was always and
constantly in a state of Sukr (deep contemption), and
. istaghraq (abosrption) in memoryof his Creator, and had
thereby reached the Zehith of Mystical final stage of
"Fana Fillah"It was during one of his .states of ecstasy
that Hazrat Qalandar uttered the following famous and
renowned couplet:-

r/,:“"/ 2PN S Sas B (l
fﬂ/d/b/,u"jﬁﬁﬂl/do’ﬂ

(I am Usman Marandi the companion
of Khawaja Mansoor (Hallaj) so 1 am not
afraid of condemnation but (like him)
ecstastically dance at the gallows). '
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Multan, and even built a Khanga for him. During his
stay in Multan Hazrat Qalandar Shahbaz became very
friendly with Hazrat Shaikh Sadruddin Arif with whom
he always attended 'Sama’ gatherings. After some time
Hazrat Qalandar left for panipat, and met Hazrat Bu Ali
Sharfuddin Qalandar, who advised him to proceed to a
place called “Siwistan” now known as "Seiwan" in Sindh
where a lot of pioneering work was required to be done
for preaching of Islam, and was an unexplored area. The
technical justification for this request was that there
were already three hundred Qalandars in the area
around Panipat, and mystically in the Northern regions
or spiritual zone.

Settled in Sehwan

Hazrat Qalandar reached a place called "Laki”
where Hazrat Shah Saddar was living, and after paying
his respects to this great pioneer and Mujahid saint,
Hazrat Qalandar proceeded to Sehwan which is at a
short distance, plase Sehwan was ruled by an evil,
corrupted, and ruthless Hindu Ruler King Jessar also
called Raja Charbat. Sehwan at this period was a den of
idolatry, debauchery, vices immorality, and prostitution
and gambling. Hazrat Qalandar chose a central place in
the heart of the evil city of Sewan surrounded by the
Raja Jessar and his equality evil people, Sewan was an
important port on the bank of river Indus, and ships
from different countries anchored here and thereby it
was important trading and commercial centre.

As time passed gradually and steadily through the
spiritual status, and exemplary conduct of Hazrat
Qalandar the .ice started to break, and people began to
see the dawn of faith and goodness. Seeing and
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Maarifat and Haqiqat through prayers, recition of
Quran, meditation, contemplation and forbearance and
striving Hazrat Qalandar now was thoroughly trained
and equipped for “Ishk-e-Haiqqi” and “Khidmate-e-Khalg”
within a short period of one year Hazrat Qalandar was
given the Khilafat Name by his Shaikh, and was given
the a stone “Sang Maftool” as a token and symbol of his
affection and appreciation which Hazrat Qalandar
always had hung around his neck touching-his chest out
of love and reverence for his Shaikh, on being given the
Khilafat Name Hazrat Qalandar was given the title of
“Lal Shahbaz”, meaning in Mystical terms King of Red
Hawks. With the blessings of his Shaikh, Hazrat
Qalandar embarked on his second phase of training,
devotion, and homage by paying visits to Mecca
Muazzama, Madina Munawara, Najaf Ashraf, and
Krabala Mualla.

Left Marand

After Performing Hajj and paying homage at the
sacred places, Hazrat Qalandar now entered the third
phase of his life, and left Marand for India traveling
throught the Mekran Coast. Enroute Hazrat Qalandar
stayed in the valley of “Panjgoor, Pasni, Lahoot-Lamakan,
and ultimately reached multan where he met Hazrat
Shaikh Bahauddin Zakaria Soharwardy, Hazrat Shaikh
Baba Farid, and Hazrat Makhdoom Jalauddin Bokhari,
the great saints who were at this time in Multan. It was
during this period that Hazrat Qalandar became
acquainted with Prince Mohammad Khan Shaheed,
Governor of Multan who was the son of Sultan Blban.
Sultan Mohmmad was so much impressed by Hazrat
Qalandar that he requested him to stay permanently in



16

Hazart Lal Shahbaz

Qalandar of Sehwan
A great saint, scholar and mujahid of Sindh

By
Inam Mohammad

Hazart Syed- Hafiz Haji Makhdoom Sheikh Al —
Kabir Mohammad Oosman Marwandi popularly and
devotedly called Qalandar Lal Shahbaz was born in 561
A. H. (1177 A. D. at Marand a small town in the
province of Azerbaijan in Iran. His ancestors had
migrated from Iraq to Meshed in Iran, and then on to
Marand. The Father of Hazart Qalandar was a pious
man by the name of Syed Kabiruddin Ahmed Jawabi,
and his mother was the daughter of the Ruler of
marands ultan Shah. Hazart Qalandar was a direct
descendant of Hazart Imam Jaffar-e-Sadiq. The basic
education was imparted to Hazart Qalandar by his
mothering the fundamental religious teachings. Then
under the guidance of Shaikh Mansoor further religious
teachings and practices were given, and at the age of
seven Hazrat Qalandar Lerant Quran-e-pak and became
a Hafiz. On becoming of age Hazrat Qalandar became
the disciple of Shaikh Baba Ibrahim was Wali Mukeem
Sabzwar who was a direct descendant of Hazrat Moosa
Kazim, shaikh Ibrahim was a disciple and Khalifa of
Syed shakih Mujjarrid who was Mulfti of Egypt. After a
thorought training in the religious doctrines of Shariat,
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Qalandar. Lal Shahbaz Lived for two years in Sehwan and
died In 673 A.H/ 1274 A.D.

However there is no agreement among the chroniclers
about the dates of the birth and death of the great saint.
Exactly ten years after the death of Lal Shahbaz, Prince
Muhammad was martyred in 683 A.H/1284 A.D while
fighting the Mongols.

Qalandar Lal Shahbaz was indeed a great mystic poet
and saint of his time. He attracted many people with his
spiritual power and divinity. That pull and fascination still
continues and captivates the minds of thousands of people
who pay homage to him daily at his grave. Lal Shahbaz was
also a distinguished linguist, poet and men of letters. He has
left a wast store of knowledge in Persian Languae. His verses
simply reflect his ideology, thought and the order to which he
belonged. Sixty years after Qalandar's death, famous traveler
Ibn Battuta came to Sehwan and visited his grave.

Feroz Tughluq, Mirza Jani Beg, Nawab Deendar Khan,
Mian Ghulam Shah Kalhoro and Mir Karam Ali Khan
Talpur, were some of the rulers and dignitaries, who took
keen interest in the construction of his tomb and the adjacent
buildings. Emperor Raza Shah Pahlvi of Iran and Shaheed
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto also built and renovated some parts of the
tomb and adjacent area. Shah of Iran gifted golden gate
which was fixed on the southern side of the mausoleum In
July 1994 the centuries old tomb caved in and on the
directions of the then Prime Minster Mohatama Benazir
Bhutto, its reconstructions were immediately undertaken.

Every year on 18th of Shaaban Qalandar's urs is
celeberated with solemnity and reverence for three days.
People from Sindh, Punjab, Frontier and other parts of the
world participate in the celebrations.
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Baghdad, where he met religious scholars and spiritual
masters and benefited immensely from their company. He
took the vow of discipleship at the convent of Baba Shaikh
Ibrahim who was the Caliph of famous mystic celibate Shaik
Jamal. In this way, after undergoing through various stages of
spiritual order, he himself became a famous mystic and left
his home for India.

This was the time when Tartars had attacked Lahore and
Multan, and caused much trouble to the local rulers. In order
to check the Mongol incursion the Sultan Balban of Delhi
appointed prince Muhammad "as the Governor of (Multan in
669 A.H/1270 A.D. The Prince had great love and regard for
the mystics, saints and Qalandars. On the arrival of Qalandar
at Multan Prince Muhammad personally welcomed him
enthusiastically and .requested him to stay permanently 'at
Multan, where he promised to build him a seminary at his
own cost. Qalandar very politely declined the offer. At
Multan he had very fruitful meetings with Shaikh Faridudin
Ganjshakar and Bahauddin Zakria. Besides, he enjoyed the
company of Shaikh Bahauddin Zakria's son Shaikh Arif
Sadarudin and exchanged mystic experiences with him. Later
on he left Multan for Sindh and settled at Sehwan.

At this period of history the Sultan of Delhi exercised
authority as far as northern Sindh and the Soomras held sway
from the shores of Sindhi ocean upto the Darbello pargano.
Though chronicler has not recorded the relationship, if any,
between the Soomra rulers of Sindh and the great sufi.
Therefore no information on this subject is available. Sehwan
at that time was a busy centre of trade, commerce, politics
and education. Besides Qalandar Lal'Shahbaz, a large
number of mystics also lived here. According to one source
Lal Shahbaz reached Sehwan in 671 A.H/1272 A.D and
busied himself in rigorous spiritual exercises in Lukky hills,
Lal Bagh and a small pillar (Thumbi). Pir Patho and Mangho
Pir are the other saints of time. Some sources say that Pir
Pithoro and 3 Udero Lal were the contemporaries of the
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Qalandar Lal Shahbaz

By:
(P V Ghulam Muhammad Lakho)

Islamic mysticism began in the first Hijra century.
Mysticism had already taken firm ever since the advent of
Arabs in Sindh. Bu Ali, the first renown Sindhi mystic was
the contemporary of great Sufi saint Bayazid of Bistan. Both
these venerable sages exchanged divine information on
various mystic issues and experiences, enriching each other's
esoteric knowledge. Thus, mystic foundations were firmly
laid on the soil of Sindh. Among its earlier sages and saints,
Qalandar Lal Shahbaz occupies an elevated place.

Qalandar Lal Shahbaz's name was Syed Usman and his
father's name was Syed Ibrahim, while Kabir was his title.
His genealogy Links him with Imam Jaffar Sadique. He was
born in 538 A.H/1143 A.D, in Marind in the present day
central Asian Muslim state of Azarbaejan. According to
another tradition, his birth place was Marvand, a town in
Afghanistan and by this connection he is called Marvandi.
Qalandar's mother tongue was Persian. He learned Arabic
and Persian in various schools (Madrassa) and acquired
extraordinary proficiency and excellence in both these
languages, by his intelligence and assiduous work. Qalandar
possessed a very sharp memory and as a child learned the
Holy Quran by heart.

He embarked on an active intellectual and spiritual life
by visiting the holy places of Makkah, Madina, Najaf and
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how he liked his appearance. "Very good", he replied.
They then branded him on his shoulder with a burning
iron, undressed him and rubbed his body with ashes
from cow dung. They ordered him to go out into the
world and to beg for his bread from then on. It is said
that on occasion respected citizens had themselves
initiated in this manner, for example to fulfil a vow to
wander as a Qalandar for a given period of time.

As Olufesen reports, Central Asian Qalandars led
a relatively ordered life for a "free" order around the
turn of the century and observed celibacy. In cities like
Khiva and Bukhara they owned their own lodge
(Qalandar khana) at the edge of town near the cemetery,
The novice had to undergo a probation period of five
to six months which he spent praying at night and
guarding the saint's tomb. If he proved suited to
become a dervish, the galandar-baba dressed him in
dervish garb a camel hair cloak, appointed cap a
begging bowl and a wide belt a black cord wound
around his head. The new dervish joined one of the
singing and begging Qalandar groups and traveled
around with them. In the evening, they were required
to submit the alms they had received to the head of the
lodge.

Courtesy:
Oxford University Press 2008
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imitate the sterility of an old man, whose hair has
fallen out and is no longer a link in the chain of
generations" (Zimmer 1972:175). Karl Gottlob
Schelle pointed out already in 1797 in his History of the
Male Beard that since antiquity both in the Orient and
the Occident, having one's beard shaved off was a
great insult and made the person an object of public
ridicule. In this way, the Qalandars have realized a
Malamati ideal. Such customs which violate orthodox
religious laws are said to date back to Shaikh Jamal
ud-Din of Sawa and were apparently adopted by the
Bakhtashis as well. The attractive J amal-ud-Din, who
studied in Damascus at the beginning of the thirteenth
century, is reported to have evaded the intense
attentions of a woman who sought his affection.
Upon seeing him thus, she turned away horrified and
had him thrown out of her house.

Stranger yet than shaving the eyebrows, which
Malangs and members of other "free" orders also do,
is the piercing of the hands, ears and other parts of the
body and the insertion of iron rings. These are signs
of penitence and chastity, exhibited probably only by
some extreme Qalandar groups or individual
ecstatics, which attest presumably to a higher degree
of initiation.

However, Burton in his description of an initiation
ritual which occurred in the middle of the nineteenth
century at the shrine of Lal Shahbaz Qalandar in
Sehwan Sharif, does not mention that such iron rings
were attached to the neophyte's body. He reports that
the shrine guards (mujawars) blackened the novice's
face after the obligatory shaving and tied a cord around
his neck. They then gave him a mirror and asked him
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The following is a graphic description of street life in
Samarkand:

Everywhere noise and buzzing in the air, in
between the strange, drawn out singing of the
wandering dervishes sauntering through the
streets, begging. They wear elaborately
embroidered Phrygian caps with a shaggy
sheepskin brim...

(Willfort 1930: 37).
In 1888, Heinrich (Henri) Moser added from
Bukhara:

Their dress is a ragged chalat with patches
made of tatters of different colored materials,
the neck remains bare, usually the shirt is
missing altogether; bare legs in unbelievable
slippers and a pointed cap covering the head in
a belt slung over the chest they carry a coconut
or a pumpkin for the donations of the faithful
who hold them in high esteem. Armed with
long sticks, they roam through the bazaars,
plundering everything in their why, and never
cease their deafening cries (1888: 164).

Along with wearing the typical dervish dress a
patched cloak, cap and begging bowl the Qalandars
also shaved their bodies, from the hair on their head
to beard, eyebrows, etc. In shaving their heads and
beards, they correspond to a baldheaded buffoon, a
special type of ancient mime actor (Latin. Mimus
calvus). Shaving the hair on one's head as a sign of
absolute ascetism is also practiced by Buddhist saints
and is reflected in the tonsure of Christian monks. It
points clearly to the celibate life of asceties: "He must
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famine broke out across the country after the famous
dirvish Sidi Muwallah was sentenced to death on the
basis of a false accusation and was trampled by an
elephant at royal behest. Another case is that of
Mohammad Amin Khan, the wazir of the Mughal
Emperor Mohammad Shah, who on 27 January 1721
died a sudden and inexplicable death after he had a
Muslim fakir by the name of Narnjan punished by
brutal blows a few days before, although his offence of
having proven.

Some wandering Qalandars appear unusual and
disconcerting, dark and frightening. However, these
dervishes are the very one who are considered
endowed with superhuman powers and predestined
for occult acts. They personify eeriness, sometimes
even gruesomeness, which makes one shudder but
which is also an aspect of the divine. Magiclike
powers can be attributed to saintly figures as often
reported in mythical and legendary tales- and also to
simple dervishes and fakirs, the mentally disturbed, or
members of peripatetic groups who wander about like
gypsies. Time and again, it is those who wander or
roam about who appear most disconcerting and are
accused of practicing black magic.

What then are the external signs of these "bizarre"
Qalandar dervishes, and what do we know about their
daily lives? it is generally known that most Qalandars
meander through the streets as itinerant beggars,
while some of them also guard shrines in order to
serve their pir. Relying completely on God, they live
carefree from one day to the next, take drugs and pro-
voke their law-abiding fellowmen. Travelers form
Central Asia has given us more detailed descriptions.
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pronounced sense of community of dervishes and fakirs
who belong to one of these orientations while simul-
taneously living as Qalandars. On the other hand, with
some of Qalandar dervishes who roam about alone, one
still feels something of the rejection and sullenness, even
inapproachability reported of early ascetics in Islam.
The latter lived lonely lives and spoke of this world with
repugnance and contempt, as is reflected in one of their
pronouncements: "the world is a latrine. One only goes
to such a place when one is forced to" (andrae 1960:84).
contemporary Qalandars, for example in Indo-Pakistan,
lead a life between pleasure and ascetic renunciation of
the world, some in convincing simplicity and
selflessness, pervaded by the love of God. On the other
hand, one also meets “fake dervishes” who wear the
Qalandar cloak as a cover for criminal acts and who are
not to be trusted. However, I have never experienced
that such dervished would "completely neglect human
forms of life altogether,' as the Orientalist F. Babinger
noted in The Manual of Islam under the headword
"Kalenderia".

Deviant behavior and the strange dress of the
Qalandar, Malang and other ecstatic do have another
consequence: They are often suspected of being
dangerous or even criminal. In addition, they are
generally known for their wide range of curses and
oaths. People fear that if these dervishes are insulted
they will practice "black magic" and conjure up evil. It
is the founders and saints of the "free" Sufi orders who
have handed down formulas for magic-like spells.
Numerous stories tell how rulers who insulted dervishes
met misfortune, fell ill or died. Under Sultan Jalal ud-
Din Feroz Khilji (r. 1290-1296) in India, drought and
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lived asexually, such as members of the Barri
Imamiyya.

Their tradition goes back to the saint Barri Imam
who is buried in Nurpur near Islamabad and whose
name was actually Sayyid "Abdul Latif Shah (1617-
1705/6). He is considered a majdhub and belongs, in
terms of is mystic orientations, to the Qadiryya and
Qalandariyya. According to legend, he left his
birthplace Morsakharsal (near Chakwal Potohar
region) at the age of 12 with his parents and moved to
Bagh-i Kalan (within today's Islamabad). As a
shepherd, he herded cattle in the jungle in the
surrounding area, finally, his father recognized his son's
spiritual tendencies and had him educated in Islam.
After travelling extensively in the Middle East, he
returned to the mountains near Nurpur where he lived
as a Qalandar and performed ascetic exercises. In
addition to the well-known forty-day fasting periods he
spent twelve years standing the waters of the Neelum
River, and wasted away to skin and bones. Thereafter
he met his teacher zinda Pir (a term Customary in
Punjab for the Prophet and saint Khidr), who
recognized him as pi~. The nature of this remarkable
Chilla exercise and the confirmation by a prophet/saint
like khidr, who exhibits the traits of water and
vegetation deity, underline here the Qalandar tradition
of Barri Imam.

One reason for the diverse conduct of Qalandar
dervishes may be the link to other orders such as the
Chishtiyya, Suhrawardiyya or the Qadriyya. I have
often may be the link to other orders such as the
Chishtiyya, Suhrawardiyya or the Qadiriyya. I have
often experienced the warm-hearted humanity and
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whirling dances the Lal Shah fagirs dress in red robes
trimmed with bells at the waist and wear bells on their
ankles. They also play an instrument called chimta
shaped like a pair of fire tongs. In the Punjab, they
wander around with a begging bowl, addressing
women in particular by singing: “Mai, de lali nun manni.
Teri nub ave lammi" (Mother, give thi Lali a piece of
bread. You will have beautiful daughter- in law!").
Qalandar achieve spiritual states not through the
mystical exercises customary for institutionalized Sufi
tradition but through direct divine inspiration.
Completely devoted to the contemplation of God, His
beauty and magnificence, they seem to drown in God
and do not consider themselves responsible for what
they do. Neither blames nor praise matter to them.
These wandering dervishes par excellence are said to
enjoy a "cheerfulness of the heart" (tibat qulubihim)
which Omar Khayyam (d. 1132) and Farid ud-Din
"Attar (d.c. 1220) specified in their poetry as a
characteristic of peripatetic mystics. They are said to
live carefree for day to day, enjoying their lives,
drinking wine and indulging in physical love without
hesitation. However, when meeting Qalandar dervishes
personally, I began to doubt the accuracy of such a
general, biased characterization which is after all based
primarily on older mystical treatises and poetry. Thus,
the Qalandar of the thirteenth and fifteenth centuries
and contemporary Qalandar share only the
provocative,, anti orthodox Qalandar stance, the free
life as a wandering dervish and their unusual dress. The
"free" and "independent" way of dervishes take many
different forms at any rate, I often met Qalandar who
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ud-Din Ghaus Qalandar. The Qalandariyya established
itself on the subcontinent as an order with distinct

Shi’ite or, better, Alid characteristics; since the time of
qutb ud-Din Sarandaz Jaunpuri (d.1518), the fourth

successor of Khidr Rumi, dervishes used the invocation

to the holy family of five as Dhikr formula. In particular

from the middle of the fifteenth century up to the first

half of the sixteenth century numerous kalenderhane

(Qalandar lodges), were founded in turkey, apparently

the Mevlevis supported the Qalandar movement at that

time. Klaus Kreiser notes: ‘At any rate, the Qalandar

dervishes appear for a time or have formed something

like a radically ascetic, also of course meaning celibate,

branch or wing of the meviewiyye... (1990:209). In

Central Asia, the Qalandar movement particularly

flourished under its leader Shaikh Safa from
Samarkand.

One of the most famous Sufi saints of Pakistan and
its most popular one is Lal Shahbaz Qalandar, who
represented the spirit of the Malamati tradition and
lived as a Qalandar. With this heart enraptured by the
love of God, he was unable to distinguish between
what is legally allowed and what is forbidden. The lal
Shahbaziyya, which can be traced back to him, is
sometimes considered a bi-shar’ branch of the
orthhodox suhrawardiyya, since the saint was also seen
as a disciple of the suhrwardi master Baha ud-Din
Zakariya (1171-1262) form Multan. Following Khan,
this might also be interpreted as a process of
“Ashrafisation”. Because Lal Shahbaz maintained, in
addition, a friendly relationship with Jalal ud-Din
Surkhposh Bukhari (1192-1291), his shrine in Sehwan
(Sindh) also attracts Jalali dervishes. During their
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other words at a time of destruction and the chaos of
~war. Various contemporary sources name of the
founders as the two shaikh Jamal u-Din (d.1218) and
Mohammad ibn Yunus (d.1232), who fled the Mongols
from Sawa in Iran. They Disseminated the Qalandar
ideas in the second decade of the thirteenth century.
Also mentioned is the Spanish-Arab Yusuf al-Andalus
(d. 1323/24), who originally belonged to the
" Bektashiyya but was subsequently expelled, whereupon
he started his own Qalandar movement in Turkey. In
the course of the thirteenth century, the first Qalandar
dervishes appeared in Anatolia, Iran and Central Asia.
There they seem to have spread extreme Shi’ite ideas
such as the deification of ‘Ali. At the same time the
Iranian Hasan al-Jawaligi a Qalandar lodge in Cairo.
Already under the rule of Iltutmish, the Sultan of Delhi
(r. 1211-1236), Khidr rumi, a disciple of Mohammad
ibn Yunus, is supposed to have brought the
Qalandariyya from Anatrolia to north-western India. In
connection with the spread of the movement in India,
other sources mention "Abdul Aziz Makki and Khidr
rumi s Disciple Sayyid Najm ud-Din Ghaus Qalandar,
who was at the same time a disciple of the Chishti saint
Nizam ud-Din Auliya (1239-1325) and was active
mainly in the area of Janpur. Khidr Rumi developed
close ties to the Chishti skaikh Qutb-ud-Din Bakhtiyar
Kaki (d.1235), and many Qalandar dervishes were
subsequently admitted to the local Chishti order.
Finally, the most famous representative of this school is
~ Shaikh Bu ‘Ali Qalandar (d.1324) from Panipat, who
led a Qalandar life since the age of 60 within the
Chishtiyya; he is said to have been introduced to
Qalandar though personally by Khidr Rumi and Najm



Qalandar

(Excerpts From: Journey to God Sufis
and Dervishes in Islam)

By: Jurgen Wasim Frembgen
(Translated From: German by Jane Ripken)

The Qalandar dervishes in particular adopted the
malamat principle, according to which some of them
still live today. The Qalandariyya (Kalenderiyya) is-like
the other "free" orders-a movement in opposition to the
established Sufi orders, one which rejects the great
shrines of orthodox saints and demonstrates its general
disapproval of the dominant social and political order
by following particular norms and values. Their
provocative behavior directed against all prevailing
conventions, is evident in a verse by Sana’i (d. 1131):
"On the path of the Qalandar, loss is a gain; asceticism,
caution and prayer amount to nothin’ (Haas 1988:33)
Most Qalandar wander through the country as itinerant
dervishes, lead celibate lives and seek ecstatic
experiences, enraptured by the love of God.

The Qalandar movement apparently started in
eastern Iran and Central Asia. It appeared for the first
time in the early thirteenth century in Damascus-during
the Mongols invasions of West and Central Asia, n
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