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A letter from' a Father to a Son

Holel Mewia, C
R N 3 !

Hotel Maria Christina, Mexico, D.F.

Dated 11" May 1949

My Dear Rooney,

I sent off a cable to you when I received your most vivid letter & the 'Presto’
photograph. Didn't the Presto remind you of "fatafat foto" - it did me. Your letter
was delightful & reassuring as it clearly showed that you liked being where you
were & doing what you were doing. This is the best tonic you can have for life
ahead of you. Do you know that between this letter of yours & your previous
letters one could feel the difference of several years of maturity, as if merely by
the fact of launching upon a career of your own & by being in different
surroundings away from home, you had added many years of maturity to your
being. Within a week I'll be sending you a draft for 40 or 50 pounds, so that your
bank account looks a little richer and you have less anxiety about possible
emergencies. Luckily you have known a great deal about England from books,
magazines, etc, etc & directly from persons who have lived there, including such
travelers as me & uncle ZAB. I am sure therefore that you would not have had
the same strange & sometimes baffling reactions about your environment that I
had, for example, when I arrived at Victoria Station, London in 1926 with no
one to meet me there & heard unintelligible cockney from the railway porter for
practically the first time in my life -- also when I didn't know whether a taxi
would or would not be beyond my means, or whether I should or should not
speak to a woman. You know all that it is important to know & have seen more
of life than I had seen at your age. Nevertheless parents have an incurable habit
of giving good advice, in season & out of it, even when it is not needed. It arises
from affection and from protective desires & from anxiety for your welfare, born
of love. Let me therefore give way to this incurable habit, & if you find my
advice superfluous, as I sincerely hope you will -- [ am sure you will -- you can
ignore it forgivingly -- that is to say without being irritated by it. I will make it
as brief as I can.

First of all, a very simple piece of advice -- avoid breaking the law. I don't mean
resist the temptation of committing a murder or robbing a bank. Your life is not
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heroic enough to have such monumental desires, as you haven't had the ample
opportunities that are provided by having been brought up amongst hoodlums &
gangsters. But one is always liable to break laws in little things. One had better
avoid that in foreign countries. It is bad manners for a foreigner to enjoy the
hospitality of a country & then break a queue or traffic rules or rationing
regulations or evade taxes. It is also suicidal; for you'll find that if you break a
law the consequences will depress you more in a foreign country away from
home than if you broke the same law in Lahore. Deep down being civilized, we
are always afraid of breaking the law & it is no use surrounding ourselves with
avoidable fears specially in another country where these fears are likely to be
large. Secondly, women. This is not a delicate subject. I am not going to speak
about the "delicate" side of this matter. There is nothing concerning that aspect
of which you do not know or which your good senses, good breeding & decent
values will not guide you in. And if you do not have the good values, one or a
thousand letters from me will not give them to you. All that [ wish to say is that
when you meet women, you are bound to show off a little -- we all tend to do so,
more or less according to the amount of vanity & the amount of desire

to appear good & great in addition to being good or great. But do not try to
impress women or for that matter anyone with your money. This is vulgar &
besides can have disastrous consequences purely from the worldly point of view.
Do not transform what can be a very pleasant experience into a vulgar or an
expensive hobby. It is like smoking. Smoke if you want to -- it is a mildly sinful,
mildly expensive & mildly soothing activity, but there is a difference between
smoking & chain smoking; also between smoking & taking drugs like opium.
The next two or three years are important in your life. On them depends how
comfortable your life as an individual or as the husband of a wife or the father of
children will be in years to come. Keep these 2 or 3 years reasonably free from
entanglements that may be too big for you to handle. Emotional upheavals -- no
one can help or condemn, but alas they have social consequences. These latter
come up against the hard facts of life. If you would like to lead a life of pure
emotions, caring neither for whether you starve nor for whether you are socially
acceptable -- you would be a great man, & for me to advise you would be to
insult you. But till you are sure that you have their measure of greatness, you
will need all the caution & forethought that mediocre, average men, which most
of us are, need for ordering their pretty undistinguished lives. Thirdly, as time
goes on, your letters to us will be come less & less frequent & also more & more
brief. This is nothing to feel guilty about. It will be a sign, not of callousness, but
of an expanding horizon & a change in perspective. But two things I will still
like you to do. Do write regularly to Mummy -- however brief the letters. You
are more important to her than she is to you. Also with the years her need of you
will grow greater, your need of hers less. Therefore be kind & considerate. Her
demands will be urgent to her, but not great or difficult to fulfill. Also keep in
constant touch with Mansoor. Do not let his friendship wither away for want of
feeding. If he was only your brother, he could some time or other become a
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nuisance in life. But luckily he is also a very good friend & a friend is never,
never worth losing. Besides, you are going to work in the same firm for many
years & it will be comforting to both of you to retain the bond you have. As for
me, write to me just when you feel, whether it is for money, for advice, for
consolation or for mere fun. Your letters will always be welcome to me & I don't
think I'll ever fail to understand your point of view or to sympathize with you or
to love you, whatever your joys or your pains may be and however right or
wrong you may be. In your work, you can only use the intelligence & the
character you possess. I cannot add to them by exhortations. But as one who has
been a 'boss' in one way or another for many years, let me tell you that what
bosses like & have a right to demand is that their employee should be above

all, reliable. Not only your bosses but your friends have the same right to
demand reliability of you. Your foolishness, your inefficiency, your weaknesses
can all be overlooked by your friends & even viewed with affection if they feel
that for moral values you can be absolutely depended on -- that you will not let
them down. Bosses expect the same thing. However big the machine, & the
organization and however impersonal their relations in & with that machine,
they are after all human beings. Thank God that the highest pitch of a large-scale
industrialization has not yet killed that fact. Above all, do not, if you can help it,
create a crisis in your life -- that's all.

This letter has almost become like Polonius's speech to Laertes. I am too close to
it to see whether it is full of clichés & as pompous as Polonious's string of wise
sayings was. But I am not afraid of exposing my pompousness to you, if | have it
in me. You & I have been friends for many years -- you have been a jolly fine
companion to me & I do not mind if I reveal my worst weaknesses to you. [ am
sure you will forgive them, and at the worst will smile at them with
understanding & affection.

I am studying the Mexican system of education, on behalf of our government. A
large part of the Mexican population is illiterate & backward, but since the
Mexican revolution of 1910, there is a great stirring of the soul in this baffling &
picturesque country & their struggle to rise and redeem their cultural soul are
fascinating and inspiring. This will take me right up to the end of June. After
that I'll probably go to London -- to broadcast on Pakistan on the national &
international network of the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation & to give a
lecture or two at the McGill University at Montreal. All these are in response to
invitations received. Thereafter, back home through London of course. And who
knows I may steal time to look you up in Liverpool or you to look me up in
London. I'll keep you fully informed of my movements & plans.

Mummy asked me to send you some clothes from here. I'll be sending you

money instead, as clothes rationing is off in England -- sending stuff from here
is expensive and complicated. A little later you might give me a picture of how
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you stand financially, so that I send you a steady supply of filthy lucre according
to your needs. I was going to say that I am not rich, but you know how rich or
poor we are. What you may not know fully I that, nevertheless, at all times we
should be not only ready but delighted to treat your needs as the most paramount
in the family. Bless you and wish you the best of luck. Have a good time -- [ am
using good in the Greek sense. The Greeks had the word 'kalos' which meant
three things at once -- the great, the good & the beautiful -- for in their great
wisdom they realized that all three were inseparable.

With best of love,

Affectionately Daddy
P.S. Keep your Urdu alive. Ask Mansoor to keep you supplied with an
occasional book or magazine. This is important.

To Haroon & Mansoor

August 13, 1956
To Mansoor & Haroon,

Dear Clan,

| have recently replied, though somewhat hurriedly, to M's recent letter
which, among other things, announced a coming domestic event (CGG
Branch of the family) in November. This morning | received H's letter of
8th August, acknowledging receipt of a stack of letters and photos from
me. So Zubaida is gone to PSH. The change will do her a great deal of
spiritual (and perhaps physical) good. More and more my wakeful and
sleeping dreams are about Peshawar. My childhood, | realize now, was
full of magic and new mental discoveries almost each day. How | wish |
could go back to Peshawar. Alas, perhaps now | never shall. Even if | do,
adulthood and its social obligations will keep hidden from my eyes the
fairy-land that it was. How will | ever be able to walk the dusty road
outside Kohati Gate and make my way to blossoming orchards heavy
with dew; or smell the roasted meat in shops and eating-houses full of
strange travelers from the heart of Asia; or stand in the crisp cold wind
from the snow-peaked hills; or roam around the Sadar, contacting far-off
England through second-hand detective magazines, or the smell of
candy, biscuits and toilet soap that made up a "European” shop like
Gai's...... andsoon...... while in counterpoint ran my reading: Kipling and
"Little Lord Fauntleroy" and the diwans of ghazal-writers with which our
house was full, and debates about the interpretation of the Quran and the
cool water in the pool of the mosque of Shah Wali Qattal. Sikandar
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Bhaijan was a moharrir in the Octroi department. He was posted at one
city gate or another checking and assessing the imports and | sat with
him through the hot summer afternoons. But the Ghaz trees swayed
overhead and the water from the earthen kuza was always sweet and
cool, and the kabab and roti was delicious and the merchandise from the
hills on camels and donkeys and mules was strange and varied and
joined Turkestan to us by routes that we had never seen. Late in the
afternoon would arrive bundles of snow wrapped up in rushes, collected
by the folks in the hills during the winter to be sucked by the falooda-
drinkers in the town in the summer....how can | see and flavour all this
again? | shall merely go round the family as an elder and town like a
celebrity and come back without a touch of colour or a moment of
solitude or a spell of a dream? | am glad you have (Haroon) have started
to learn Pushtu. Please don't be slap-dash about it. Do please learn its
grammar properly. Believe me most Peshawaris make the same comic
mistakes about gender that are supposed to make a Pathan's Urdu so
hilariously funny, or an Englishman's Hindustani so superior or idiotic.
For Haroon : The addresses you ask for are as follows 1) Mr. Datus C.
Smith Jr., Franklin Publications Inc., 432 Fourth Avenue, New York 16,
N.Y. (2) Mr. John D. Rockefeller Ill, No.1 Beekman Place, New York,
N.Y.

For Haroon : "Gentility" does not mean "gentlemanliness". No doubt the
dictionary would say so, but the word has acquired a slightly feeble,
slightly outdated, slightly over-sensitive sense. Haroon, please give
Ehsan Dar my most affectionate best wishes when you meet him next.
Mansoor, please do the same to your Commissioner. Am glad to know
Ehsan has settled down in the Army. Hope he has settled down. In any
case ask him to count a hundred before he decides to kill his Major or
hold a public meeting against his Adjutant. | spent the last weekend in
the country-house of Dag Hammarskjold. About 60 miles from NY. Drove
up in my own car. The grounds of the house are 73 acres of virgin forest
and lake. The house is of knotted pine wood. Perfect stillness, you don't
know how rare that is in USA. There are pockets of primeval quietude in
the virgin forest that one can still associate with the Red Indians and
early colonials and Hiawatha, but they are difficult to get as they are all
private property. We have a "Meditation Room" in the UN, a sort of
temple dedicated to no particular religion, where the devout, who think
God should have been prominently mentioned in the first Article of the
Charter, might do their best, when they feel like it. Recently we have
enlarged the room a little and redecorated it. In the centre will be one
piece of iron ore (metal both of peace and war) lit from the ceiling by a
grey beam, the rest of the room in semidarkness with one wall decorated
with a mural which we hope to persuade Braque to do for us. | am hoping
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the American poet Robert Frost will do a poem. | am going to see him
Aug 17. He is over eighty years of age and lives on a farm in Ripton
(Vermont) about 350 from here. I'll go to Albany by train, stop the night
there and then next go to and return from Ripton by car. Back here on
Saturday, | hope. Unless he asks me to stay, which | hope he will. All in
all, it should be quite a bit of adventure. It is like going to Chakdara etc to
see Dr. Igbal. + + + + Rashid-ud-Din, a Pakistani in the UN secretariat
will be going to Pakistan on home leave at the end of September. I'l
send with him an overcoat. This is brand new. Worn it only 3 evenings.
Want to get rid of it as it is too heavy for me. | was a stronger man when |
bought it than now. You can decide among the two of it what to do with it.
It will be a little too big for M and a little too tight for H. This will pose a
nice little problem for both of you. Rashid will give it to Taqi, from whom
you can arrange to collect it at your convenience. Have noted from your
letter Haroon, that Tagqi thinks Mrs. Faryar's luggage has not yet left NY.
Will make enquiries and will expedite if necessary.

The dusk is falling. | am to dine tonight at the Austrian Ambassador's,
black tie, which | hate. | don't wear a white jacket, as | haven't got one.
Why have a white jacket for about two evenings in the year? A black
jacket is too warm, at least as long as one is in the street. The rooms are
air-cooled and don't matter. This has been a hot summer, most days the
temperature has been between 70 and 80, which is quite hot for this
great prison of a New York, where there are too many human beings
crowded together on the one small island of Manhattan. On weekends
the highways are packed tight with cars.

Love to the clan. Yours affectionately,
Chief

To Haroon --- Copy to Mansoor

August 28, 1955
To Haroon --- Copy to Mansoor,

My dearest Haroon. Many thanks for your letter of August 15. Your
account of your holiday at Nathia reminded me of some of the most
thrilling experiences of my childhood. It was quite an adventure to travel
from Peshawar to Nathia and if it lacked any colour of the rainbow |
supplied it from the inexhaustible paint-box of my own imagination. One
went to Hasan Abdal (If you find out what Abdal means, you will see what
a strange name this is) by train, then by stage-coach, or rather stage-
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tonga carrying the Royal mail to Abbottabad, and then on an emaciated,
bony hack (but it was like Don Quixote's "Rosinante" surely) to Nathia.
The horses were changed every 20 miles or so and the driver had a
bugle of shining copper and brass slung from his shoulder and | always
hoped he would blow it on every possible excuse but alas he was so
niggardly. "The trouble with youth," said Shaw, " is that it is often wasted
on the young. The trouble, | then thought, with beautiful things like bugles
and blacksmiths' bellows and potters wheels was that they were often
wasted on the grown-ups when they should have been given to the
young. The galloping journey always reminded me of the journey to
Dover in the early part of "A Tale of 2 Cities". At Abbottabad there was
always Mir Waliullah with his erudition, his Persian poetry, his incurable
Hazara accent and his Kashmiri tea which but formed the base to layers
and layers of thick clotted cream. The gullies to my mind, which was
crammed with books, were some country of northern Europe or Canada.
The houses had tiled sloping roofs and there were fireplaces and
crackling logs of wood and one could roam about in thick virgin forest on
a carpet of pine needles and the trees had exhilarating English names,
pine, & chestnut and wild oak. There was so much forest lore that | loved
to gather or imagined | was gathering like some sturdy lumberjack that |
had read about and | felt so deeply happy at growing up within myself in
a decent pure open-air sort of way like the boyscouts in Baden-Powell's
book which | knew by heart but which | could not share with anyone for
no other boy had ever read it or heard of it. And so there it was: a
beautiful world carved out of nature by an inner lonesome exuberance of
spirit and dreams of Europe and of far-off times and lands, - - all wrapped
up in a soft romantic light. The dream never quite disappeared. During
my college days | wrote a detective story (published in two installments in
Imtiaz's monthly magazine "Kahkashan") which had the gullies as its
background. This was mainly to lay my memories to rest in black & white
somewhere, although it had many other ingredients too which | acquired
later in my teens.

| have been typing this letter intermittently over about 4 days. Have had
busy evenings and hurried mornings. A fatiguing week. | tire more easily
now. | should have a brief siesta or at least a period of rest every
afternoon, to break up the day into two. Easier to run a mile twice with an
interval in between than to run 2 miles" says the doctor. But | don't
always get the chance. However | mustn't talk like an invalid. Invalids are
bores. | bore myself with such talk even before | bore others. Why did
you have to go to Multan(!) to "see Geldart off"? where was he going
from there? Into the desert? Sounds like a last farewell at the edge of
civilization before a famous British executive disappears into the
unknown, bent upon unraveling the mysteries of yoga at first hand. Re
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company shares and your suggestions that | might buy some this winter
on your behalf. How many? How much money? Please remember that |
haven't as much money now as when | commuted my pension. | have
been drawing on my rupee account for Zubaida and for setting up my
house here and the car etc etc. Glad you are nearing a decision on
Sunnyside. Hope Zubaida has not been too reluctant to fall in with the
plan and to go Pakistan. Once or twice | have asked myself where | will
live when | return to Pakistan. But depends on when | return, in what
capacity and in what condition.

These things are at this stage too remote to be guessed intelligently and
present plans cannot be held up by an unknown, hypothetical future. So
please go ahead. Will you both be taking your vacations at the same
time? In October? November? and spending it in Karachi?

Its Sat today. Might go off into the country to spend the afternoon on the
private beach of a friend's house. But its cloudy and muggy and the
weather-man has predicted some thunder-showers. So might stay at
home and finish Aldous Huxley's new book (published two days ago)
"The Genius & the Goddess". It is poor stuff. Written, it would seem, by a
clever but immature schoolboy trying to imitate A.H. of 20 years ago. NY
Times (Sunday edition: magazine section) are publishing a full length
article on me with photos etc. The article has been ready for many
weeks. They are waiting for a suitable moment. They have their own
theories of timing. So | don't know exactly when it will see the light of day,
but will of course send you copies.

Have had the typewriter overhauled ($11) mostly to send a carbon copy
to one of you of the letter | send to the other. Seems the only feasible
method of keeping the "crossing of the wires" to the minimum. Good
idea, don't you think? There are many things | like to say to both of you,
but its tiring to have to repeat. For the moment the typewriter seems to
solve this problem. When | get bored with this I'll think of something else.

Political news from Pakistan is as usual confusing. Difficult to sort out the
plot of a play in which every other character is called Muhammad Ali, and
somebody is always being dismissed. But | am glad that I.M. and M.A.
are GG and PM. They should form a very good combination. Amjad is
returning to Pakistan to become (so it is rumored) the Foreign Minister.
Please give my love to Zubaida, Roshan, Nina, Tahir, Xain and the new
unnamed Ninette (i.e. daughter of Nina).

Yours most affectionately,
Chief
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Biography
Ahmed Shah Bokhari ( Patras) was born in Peshawar on 1st October 1898. His

early education was in Peshawar. In 1916 he moved from Islamia College,
Peshawar to joinGovernment College, Lahore.

In 1922 he completed his M.A. in English from Government College, Lahore,
and was appointed as lecturer at Government College, Lahore. He did this job
from 1922 - 1925.

In 1923 he married Zubaida Wanchoo, a Punjabi-speaking Kashmiri lady, and
daughter of a Superintendent of Police. They had three children - two sons
Mansoor & Haroon, and a daughter Roshan Ara. Roshan Ara died as a child.

From 1925 - 1927 he studied at Emmanuel College, Cambridge University to
complete a Tripos in English, with a first class first

From 1927 - 1939 he was a Professor at Government College Lahore. During
this period his literary pursuits and teaching skills flourished.

In 1927 he published his famous essays "Patras Kay Mazameen", which had
been written a few years earlier.

In 1939 he was appointed Deputy Director-General of All-India Radio in Delhi.
From 1941 - 1947 he remained Director General, All India Radio, Delhi
1947 - 1950 he was Principal, Government College Lahore. During this time he

resurrected the Government College, and these years came to be known as the
golden years of Government College Lahore.

From 1951 - 1954 he served as Pakistan's first Permanent Representative at the
United Nations.

From 1954 - 1958, he worked with the Secretary General of the United nations,
as the Under-Secretary of the United Nations, Head of Information

He passed away on 5th December 1958 in New York
and is buried in Valhalla Cemetery, New York.
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