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A piece of fiction of limited scope but self contained
of unified in its focus on a single salient theme and
effect.
Hemingway
STORY
This is a form of prose and like the Novel and
Novelette, which are Alonger fictioned forms, Its
composed of certain mutually interdependent elements.
The major one theme or the idea on which story rests.
Britannica Encyclopedia
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"It is better
To have loved and lost

than never to have loved at all.” (Tennyson)
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Amar Jaleel
To Kill Hemingway

Sudden burst of social, Political, and historical.events
enlightened me. | felt abundantly motivated to bring about a
positive change in my life of a nonconformist. I, an avowed
sinner, and a man without virtues was unexpectedly provided
with an apportunity to disassociate with my errant past, and
become a pious man by killing an American. The mullas had
convinced me if | killed an American my wicked life would turn
into the life of a pious person. If in the process of killing an
American | lost my life | would attain martyrdom. The martyrs
instantly end up in heaven among the beautiful nymphs who
serve them with grapes and heavenly wine, and provide them all
conceivable comforts otherwise denied to them on earth.

The soul-stirring sermons of the mullas transformed the
wayward person within me into a warrior of Allah. They paved
the way for lofty ideals in my ignorant life. Before embarking
upon. my noble mission | enquired from mymo'alum (a teacher
who teaches religion),"” | am a penniless person. How am | to
reach America to kill an American?"

"It is not necessary for you to go to America for killing an
American."” The mo'alum replied."Many Americans live in
Karachi."

| felt confused, and asked, "Am | not supposed to kill an

i
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American soldier?”

" You have to kill an American.” The mo'alum replied, "It
doesn't matter if the slain American is a soldier or a civilian, man
or a woman, young or an old. Your scared duty is to kill an
American,”

My confusion was removed, | decided to kill an American."

1 thought of eliminating Paja Masih. He is personally known to
me. By virtue of his nationality he is an Amercian. He was born at
Rawalpindi, and was brought up in New Jersey. Paga Masih
cleans the lavatories at the American Consulate in Karachi. |
purchase liquor from him.

It seemed relatively easy for me to kill Paja Masih. But,
somehow | changed my mind. There was no sense in killing a
person who did not look like an American. Paja Masih was
swarthy, short in stature, and weak. In phsique and figure he did
not appear an alien. He was like us. I therefore thought of killing
a genuine American, tall, tough, rough, and white. They work at
UN office, UNESCO, UNDP and US Information Centre. | perpared
a tentative inventory of the original Amercian employees, and
kept vigil on their movements.

No doubt | am a sinner, a man without virtues, but never
before in my life have | ever terminated the life of a person! | kept
tossing between a firm dicision, and indecision. Deep down the
idea of killing a person perturbed me. However, the temptation to
end up in heaven among the nymphs was more alluring. |
realised what contributed to my wavering approach to a noble
cause was the foolproof security arrangement at the UN,
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UNESCO, UNDP offices, and American Information Centre and
the Consulate. It was impossible to carry a weapon there without
being detected. Redemption for a sinner seemed farfetched idea.

| was almost on the verge of giving up my noble mission when
the voice of the pious mullas echoed in my ears, "Remeber, it is
an opportunity of a lifetime for your redemption. You must kill an
Amercian."

Queer experience of listening to an echo left me bewildered. |
decided to seek guidance from one of my learned friends, Dost.

"Dost,"” | asked,' “Is it all right if | killed Paja Masih for my
redemption?"”

"Don't kill a nqnentity," Dost said, "Go, and kill a well known
American, a celebrity. It will redeem you from your countless
sins.”

| thanked Dost, and sought his permission to leave.

He said, "Refrain from killing Mohammad Ali, the boxer."

| emerged more assured, and more confident, and 1 decided to
kill a famous American. Thereafter, | indulged in an intricate
monologue to decide upon the name of my would-be victirﬁ, a
famous American. Marlon Brando! Anthony Quinn! Kirk Douglas!
Gregory Peck! Burt Lancaster! Charlton Heston, Clint Eastwcod,
Von Dam, and that one-man army called Sylvester Stallone! |
realised, they all belonged to show-biz, and it won't be of any
conseqhence ifl killéd an actor.

| thus decided to kill some other kind of a famous Amercian.
George Washington! He is already dead. Abraham Lincoln! He
was assassinated long ago. John F Kenndy! He too has been
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killed. Then, Martin Luther king! He was murdered. | felt
frustrated. | therefore thought of killing an American who

happens to be a man of letters, a short story writer, a novelist, a
poet. It turned out to be an intriguing task.

My study of American literature is meagre. | know no famous
names in Amercian literature. While | scratched my head it
occured to me | better consult Aaqil Khan, retired primary
teacher who because of pecuniary hardships has gone berserk.
People believe he has digested American literature.

"Sir" | asked, " Who is your favourite writer in American
literature?”

Surprised, Aaqil Khan looked at me, and said, " What are you
up to, Gumrah!”

"Sir please,"” | said , " Let me know the names of a few famous
American writers."

Aaqil Khan smiled, and said, "Well, Herman Melville is a very
famous Amercian writer."”

"Where can I find him?" | asked abruptly.

He looked at heavens, and said,"Up, there!"

Embrassed, | asked, "Who else do you think are famous
Amercian Writers?"

"William Sarroyan is a very famous writer.” He said, " And for
that matter T. S. Eliot, Mark Twain, Henry James, and John
Updike are equally famous writers."

"Can | reach them?" | asked.

"Of course,"” He said, you can find them in any good library.”

| hesitantly asked," Are they alive?”
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"They never die." He said, " But , from your point of view they
are dead.”

"Someone else you think is very famous | asked. John
Steinback and Wilvliam Faulkner are very famous writers, but they
too are dead.” Aaqil Khan said, " The most charismatic Amercian
writer famous throughout the world is Hemingway."

"Hemingway!" The name appeared familiar to me. | jumped to
my feet, and said, " | know him."

"Thank God!" Aaqil Khan said,"You are aware of Hemingwey!"

"I know Hemingway very well, Sir" | shook hands with Aaqil
Khan, and embarked upon my mission.

The name of the youngest son of Paja Masih is Hemingway.
He is a cute little kid.

| kidnapped Hemingway on his way to the school, and took
him to a deserted place.

He cried, and asked, "Why have you brought me here , Uncle?

"l intend to kill you. "

"Why do you want to kill me?"

"Because, you are Hemingway."

"l am Hemingway," The bby wept, and asked, "But, what have |
done?"

" Nothing”

"Then, why would you kill me?"

" | have to kill a famous American for redemption from my
sins.’l' .

" | am not famous, sir."
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" You are famous throughout the world, Ernest Hemingway."

"l am not Ernest Hemingway, sir."

" You are,"” | Shouted at him, and said, " Haven't you written
novel 'Sun Also Rises?"

" No, | have not."

" And, Farewell to Arms?"

" No"

" Haven't you written novel ' for Whom the Bell Tolls', and ' Old
Man and the Sea.”

" How can | write several books when | am only six years of
age?"

" You are lying Ernest Hemingway."

" I am Paja Hemingway," The kid wept and said, " Believe, me
Uncle, | am not Ernest Hemingway."

| was taken aback.

The kid said, " | am Paja Hemingway son of Paja Masih."

| let Paja Hemingway go. I, a man without virtues was not
destined for salvation. | remain a sinner. | could not become a

warrior of Allah.

N
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