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SUBJECT: DARS-I- LATIF
1. Rationale: v
1.1 The poetry of Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai (1690-1752)
Contains valuable educative matter on modern disciplines.
1.2 There is useful information on subjects like astronomy,
physics, astrophysics, metaphysics, physiology, geology,
geography, oceanology, history, liberalliteral and artistic
humanities, socioiogy and philosophy.
1.3 The sufistic thought content of “Shah-jo- Risalo” has
overshadowed the mundane knowledge, message and
lesson of functional life, which are conveyed through the
sufistic poetry.
1.4 Hence, it would be in the best interest of modern
education to unfold the teachings of Shah Abdul Latif
Bhitai through a series of textbooks titled “Dars-i- Latife”
designed thematically and graded class and stage wise.
2. Curriculum:vide separate annexure A
3. Syllabi: -do- B
4. Textbooks: -do- C
5. Methodology: -do- D
6. Administrative, financial, -do- E
Functional implications and Suggestions:
A proposal presented to Saeen Mazharul Hagq Siddiqui,
-Vice Chancellor, University of Sindh, Jamshoro in
pursuance of personal discussion held recently.
November 22, 2005
Dr. Habibullah Siddiqui
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SUBJECT: TEACHING OF LATIFIAT CLASS-I- ONWARDS.

1.14

2. Curriculum: (Annexure-A)

2.1 Overall Objective:

a) To introduce teaching of Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai, as
contained in his Risala (Poetry), thematically and class-
wise.

b) Purpose is to bring about behavioural change and
concept formation in the learners according to their mental
level. ’

c) Academically the vocabulary will be graded to
correspond to th contents of the core subject of mother
tongue, Sindhi/ Urdu and English.

2:2 Goals and Aims:

A) Goals of education contained in the existing curriculum
of primary, secondary and higher secondary levels will be
- adhered to: viz cultural, social, individual and international
concepts formation and comprehension, as contained in
the poetry of Hazrat Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai.

b) Aims will conform to the age/class level, based on
themes to be deduced from selected words, phrases,
couplets quadruplicates, vyies, kaafis and verses from the
Holy Quran employed by the poet to elucidate exact
meaning and import.

3. Syllabi: (Annexure-B) ,

3.1 Procedures and terms of the format of the text books/
supplementary reading material will relate to the value
system individual human/ personality development and
social competence and understanding, including
globalization and international cooperation concepts.

3.2 An expert committee will formulate the class- wise
syllabus and draft guidelines for teaching the text books.

4. Text books:



J::
Text books will be prepared through the Sindh Text Book
Board and the Sindhi Adabi Board to be approved by the
Curriculum Wing of the Ministry of Education and printed
and published under the authority of Sindh Text Book
Board in collaboration with the Sindhi Adabi Board at
Jamshoro.
5. Methodology
5:1 The textbooks/ supplementary readers will be taught
by (a) either the same teacher who teach the mother
tongue, Urdu/ Sindhi or the English compulsory subjects,
or by the teachers who opt/volunteer to teach Latifiat.
5:2 Calligraphy, illustrations, pictures and charts will be
used as visual aids and audio cassettes/ tape recorders
will be used to provide audio and correct pronunciation,
intonation and delivery practice.
5:3 Students will be encouraged. to render the poetry of
- Hazrat Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai in various forms: writing.

charts, drawing and painting scenes, making an album of = -

charts, drawings, paintings -and collection of -things
described in the poetry like birds (their feathers, or picture)
trees (their leaves and/or pictures mountains, lakes the
river and other places.

6. Administrative, financial functional implication and
suggestions.

6:1 Books (text books or supplementary readers) will be
prescribed by the competent authority and taught by the
employed teacher teaching the subject of Sindhi/ Urdu/
English.

6:2 The Sindh Text Book Board and the Sindhi Adabi
Board will bear the cost of printing etc; or the book
publishers registered with the Sindh Text Bookd Board/
Sindhi Adabi Board will be allocated the printing and the
sale of the books on the usual (royalty basis payable to the
STBB/ SAB/ Coordination Council for Promotion of Shah



Abdul Latif Studies/ Institute of Sindhology, if the latter are
involved in financial support.

6:3 Committees to draft the syllabi and write the text book
through experts, will be constituted to work honorary or an
prevalent payment rates.

6:4 The expert may be engaged to form the syllabus and
textbook preparation committees, on the nomination and
with the coordination of the Bureau of Curriculum and
_extension Wing and the Sindh Text Book Board.

6:5 Themes: Allah, Prophet (peace be upon himy), Shanat
Tarigts Sufism, Patriotism, universe, e_rath Geographical
information, monsoon, rain, agriculture, lakes, mountains,
society:l ‘ife of peasants, .laborers, lowly people,
professions, overseas, trade, history, ‘philosophy of life,
accountability, trust. love and devotion, greed, human
weaknesses, social order, social ills, godly people, the
right path, rights, relationships, educations and learning,
fate, fatalism, activism, trials and tribulations, enmity and
friendship, selfishness, selflessness and self
accountability, traditions, costumers, feudalism, socialism,
democracy and internationalism, egalitarianism, cynicism,
prosperity, fertility, .'versatility, ~merit and “competence,
competition, existence, nothingness and. nihilism, self-
denial, self preservation, hope' and futurology, repentance
etc. '
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You are within me
You may strikeyourself.
(Yaman kalian, p: 61)
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Unfitforjanio and tilak
Youarenotevenatrue hindu.
(Aasaa, p: 116)

Withafine needle,
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there is a festive aspect in this wai, and the singing of
vocables or ‘khali lafz’ in different timbres amongst
different fagqirs also signify celebration that may have been
derived from sailors’ songs and celebrations in the Sindh
region. It also generates a kefiyat or immersive feeling of
ecstasy or wajd that comes after a long prelude of longing,
ting and striving. The wai section resolves the tension both
musically and lyrically marking an end to the poetic and
musical narrative of the melodic mode that the faqgirs were
singing.
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nichay wali sith respectively; the other two are given to
those singing in ‘gram awaz,’ and the fifth belongs to the
leader of the group, and his voice is divided such that half
belongs to gram/kharj and half to madhr awaz, which
means that the leader can sing in either of the two timbres.

The wai sometimes start with a brief a/ap at the first
words of the verse, ‘O warnjharo.’ in madhT voice, and this
is carried forth by another fagir who sings “O ey O"
continued by another ‘O’ in chorus, which is taken further
by the thirdfagir who sings “O ey O.” Then the leader
repeats and the madhi group sings “O Warnjharo™ with
leader’s voice prominent amongst them. The following
words ‘O ey O’ is sung by the madhr group, and responded
to by the gram group when they add “aayo”to it. Then the
madhr group sings ‘O ey O’ and the gram group responds
‘Ey Ma.’ The next melodic phrase, ‘A ey A’ is layered by
both the voice in madhi and gram and is relatively louder
followed by the gram group singing a melisma at the
syllables “Muraa” and “Aadoon,” stretching the vowel ‘aa’
and another person from the gram singing “O ey O" and “O
puniyoon”, overlayering his gram avaz on top of that of
others through loudness and hardness of tone. Then the
cycle repeats, whereby the first line “O Warnjharo’is sung
again, and this time the gram group also joins to sing
jharo,” and in the last line while singing ‘muradoon
puniyoon,” one person in the gram group also layers the
word ‘murddoon’ when the other fagirs are singing ‘A’ or
“mura-doon.” As Saeein Jumman notes, words in the wai
section are split between the two groups of madhi and
gram awaz.

The wai section resembles the song in asthai-antra
pattern with a repeating refrain. The entire wai and its
refrain is repeated at least five or six times with an
increase in tempo until the leader’s voice enters adding a
melisma at “ay aa” to the verse and formally ends the wai
as well as the sur. The way madhi and gram awaz unite at
several points in the performance of wai relates the union
between the wife and sailor- husband in the folk-narrative
and a mystical union between God and devotee. Therefore
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between the two faqirs, that is while one faqir sings in kharj
awaz, the other responds in madhi awaz. On the other
hand, the leader of the group, and in this case Saeein
Jumman also shifts timbres from one chal to another.

In the performance at the shrine, the waj section does
not start until all the six faqirs have sung at least one bayzt.
This does the work of continuing the narrative sketching
out suffering and distress of the tragic characters in Shah
Latif's poem and adding tension in the performance, which
is resolved when the leader takes the sur into the waéi
section. Whereas in the bayt section, timbres change from
one musical phrase or chal to another, in the wai section
vocal timbres can change from one word or even one
syllable to another. The wai section has the musical form
of asthai and antara, and | will analyze the asthai to show
how timbres vary from one syllable to another. The wai of
Sur Samoondi resolves the tension in the narrative with the
following words:

Warnjharo ayo ma moradoon puniyoon
The sailor has arrived and now all wishes are fulfilled.

The verse according to Saeein Jumman comprises of nine
syllables, and he divided the syllables or matra in the
following manner: i) O warnjharo, i) O ayo, iii) Ma a, iv)
Mura, v) A, vi) doon, vii) Oh, viij) Punt ix) yoon. In this case
the word ‘muradoon’ is broken into three feet, “mura,” “a,”
and “doon” and vowels are added to the words such as
“Ma a,” “O a yo,” and ‘oh. ‘These vocables and use of
different vowels such as &, oo, o, T not only shape the
melodic contour, giving places for melisma in the melody
but also help to fit the verse in a metrical cycle of specific
matra (beat).

The variation in vocal timbres differs from one matra to
another in the performance. Saeein Jumman mentioned
that when the faqirs sing in the kar7 style at the mazaar,
they use five vocal timbres or awaz, which are “distributed”
amongst the fagirs. The two out of 5 vocal timbres belong
to those singing in ‘madhr awaz,” who sing in upar and

-
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alap and at the end of the verse he sings the hoongara.
After the faqir sings the alap in the madhi awaz, the tone
color of which is screeching, “O Aloo,” the faqir sitting next
to him sings the first two chal in a recitative anner in the
kharj awaz, “Pagh-e pas-e ghar ayal, samoondrain jay
Then the faqir who had sung the &/ap responds by
repeating the first chal in the madhi awaz, and second in
tip awaz, and in contrast to the recitative manner of singing
by the other faqgir, he sings a melisma, stretching the
vowels and adding mukhra (ornamentations) to the last
words of the two chal, ‘ayal’ of the first chal and “jay” of the
second chal. He ends the second chal with a hoongara “O
woh woh who” to bring the melodic line back to the tonic,
creating the pattern of a descending melody.

Before the faqirs go to the second line of the verse,
the first chal of the first line is repeated by both the faqirs in
a particular manner, which ends with ‘chic.” ‘Chic’ is a
sudden drop of pitch two octaves below in a forceful
manner, and here the word that receives this sudden force
is the second-last word of the first chal ‘ghar.” When the
faqir singing in kharj awaz sings the chic at ‘ghar’ it is not
so obvious, but when the faqir singing in madhi awaz does
it, it is more prominent, since the timbre of his voice
changes from the soft madhi awaz to kharj awaz because
of a sudden drop in pitch. What is really the function of chic
in singing Shah-jo-Rag and how do faqgirs decide which
words to emphasize can be understood through further
inquiry?

After delivering the chic in the first line, the faqir
singing-in kharj awaz sings the next two chal of the second
line of the verse in a recitative manner, “Winjhijiyoon
jhanjhal ajma, wanyant ohri” The faqir singing in madhi
dwaz responds by singing the first chal in madhi awaz, and
the next chal in tip awaz in a melismatic manner. He
continues to sing in a melismatic manner, the hoongara “O
Woh Allah ay, A-a-a-a-y-e, Bhalo miyan Allah” in the tip
awaz. When he sings the hoongara, his voice is loud and
nasalized. Therefore, the vocal timbres are shifting at two
levels: at one level there is a kind of call-and-response
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female character as a lover waiting and yearning for her
beloved (Asani 2002). In this respect, Shah-jo-Rag can be
considered one of the few musical forms in the Indic sub-
continent that musically renders the voice of the female
through use of the high-pitched vocal timbre called madhi
awaz.

Analysis of Vocal timbres in b3yt and war section

In the performance of Shah-jo-rag, the variations of
timbres differ in both the bayt and wai section of the
performance. In the bayt section, the vocal timbres can
vary from one chal to another, whereas in the section,
timbres vary from one matra or syllable to another. In both
bayt and wai section, timbres can either vary from one
faqgir to another for example one fagir would sing in kharj
awaz and the other in madhi awaz, and/or single performer
will shift timbre, for example Saaeein Jumman would sing
one chal in madhi awaz and another in tip awaz. The bayt
that | will analyze is from Sur Samoondi and is translated
as follows:

Pagh-e pas-e ghar ayal samoondrain jay
Winjhijiyoon jhanjhal ajma, wanyant ohrT

O Woman! Stay at the hawser and exercise vigil over the
seamen

Lest they may sail away surreptitiously at anytime and
thereby plunge you into distress.

The first phrase of the bayt is a command to the
sailor's wife to stay at the hawser and exercise vigil over
the seamen, while the next phrase is a warning that
cautions the woman that unless she does not do the
above, the sailors may sail away and this would leave her
in distress and suffering. Altogether the faqirs break up this
verse into four chal. Pagh-e pas-e ghar ayal is the first
chal, samoondrain jay is the second chal, Winjhijiyoon
jhanjhal ajma is the third chal, and wanyani ohrT is the
fourth chal. Before starting the verse, the fagir sings the
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the madhi par awaz,” explaining that madhi par is the high-
pitched voice that is not possible to sing in the natural
register because human vocal chords cannot sing such
high notes, therefore madhi dwaz is used by softening the
palette. However, | consider these awaz not only as
registers but also as distinct ‘timbres’ because fagirs add a
tone color to each of these awaz.

Vocal timbre can be defined as the quality of musical
. tone that differentiates sound of a wind instrument from a
string instrument and human voice. These changes in
tone-quality are noticeable in Shah-jo-Rag to the extent
that a person hearing a recording may not understand how
many people are singing because of the use of different
vocal timbres. The madhi par is performed in a very
pointed and screeching manner in the aldp and very softly
at the end of the bayt; whereas gram awaz can be very
loud, heavy and even nasalized, especially when it used to
recite hoongara at the end of the bayt. The difference that
is felt between the voice of the experienced performers
and an amateur is the ability to imitate these vocal colors
or timbres that the leader of the group uses. The names of
awaz and strings also suggest references to tone color,
reinforcing my point to consider awaz as ‘vocal timbres’
and not only as registers. The word #ip that is the name of
both the string of dambur and a kind of awaz literally
means, ‘raising the voice in singing” or “a high or shrill
note.” (Ferozsons 1978, 247), and kharj/ghor kharj means
‘bass’ whereas ghor means “awful’ or “deep (color)”
(Ferozsons 1978, 635). Therefore one notices that the
names of strings and names of dwaz are also linked with
tone quality and therefore timbres.

The use of vocal timbres may also be of symbolic
significance as it relates with the poetic imagery of the
mystical poetry within the Indic context, in which the poet
speaks through the voice of a female. The word ‘madah’
‘literally means a ‘female,’” and in this respect, the madhi
awaz can be considered to be the impersonation of female
voice found in devotional poetry. Asani (2002) points out
the symbol of virahini in Indic poetry, which is that of the




“‘gait,’” or ‘manner,’ for example in the sentence ‘chal sidhi
karo’ or ‘straighten your manner of walking.’ It can also
mean ‘character/conduct,’ as in chal/chalan strategm,’
‘method,” or'way’ (Ferozsons 1978, 281). Within a given
chal, there are also vocables that faqgirs use and they are
locally referred to as ‘khali lafz’ literally meaning empty
words. These khali lafz are usually sung in a musical
gesture, referred to as chic in local terminology. ‘Chic’ is a
sudden drop of pitch two octaves below in a forceful
manner.
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Figure 3: Sur Samoondrain Bayt demonstrating different Chal (s) An Argument
for Vocal Timbres:’

An Argument for ‘Vocal Timbres’

The prominent way in which Bhitshah’s style of singing
Shah-jo-Rag marks its difference from other musical
renditions of Shah Latif's poetry is through the high-
pitched voice that faqgirs use in their performance. Saeein
Jumman used the term ‘awaz’ to refer to the different vocal
timbres and categorized these voices into three: madhi
awaz, tip awaz and gram awaz. Saeein Jumman described
these awaz as registers, whereby the first Sa is the gram
or kharj awaz, second Sa is the fjp awaz and third Sa is
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and that of Sur Sohni is ‘O miyan Han Alo miyan, O la la la
/a 13, in which not only the words of the &alap, but the
melodic motifs are also distinct. The hoongéra is also
comprised of a distinct melodic motif in each sur: the
hoongara of sur sohni is ‘O miyan Allah Mano latho moon,’
whereby the last three words belong to bayt, and that of
sur samoondi is: ‘O woh Allah e O miyan Allah,” again with
distinct melodic motifs. In contrast, the wai resembles the
form of a song in North Indian context and has the asthai
and antara section, often with a repeating refrain.
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Figure 1: Sur Samoondi Alap
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Figure 2: Sur Sohni Alap

Another useful category that is significant in understanding
the melodic structure of the Shah-jo-Rag is the term ‘charl.
Saeein Jumman Shah said, “Yeh Chaleein® ka rag hai’
(This rag comprises of chal), and wrote in my diary, “Every
word has its own chal. For example the phrase ‘Pagh hal
pase ghar ayal’is the first chal, ‘O Samoondrain Jay’ is the
second chal in Sur Samoondrain; [therefore musically
speaking, chal can be translated as a musical phrase.
There will be some words, which will have to be picked

from the middle and have to be taken forward to zaban in

order to complete the gardan literally meaning “circle or
revolution” of the bayt. The word ‘chal’ literally means

© 4 in correct Urdu, he should have said ‘Yeh Chalon ka rag hai.’
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national media. Shah-jo-Rag that is sung at the shrine in
Bhitshah is considered to be the original style of singing
Lateef's poetry and the composition of the musical form is
attributed to the saint himself. The way in which Bhitshah's
faqirs differ in their singing style from other Sindhi singers
is their variation of vocal timbres and musical form in
singing Shah-jo-Rag. Saeein Jumman Shah explained that
there were two styles of singing Shah-jo-Rag in Bhitshah;
one is the kar7 style that is sung in a group at the shrine,
and another is the jhoonghar style, which is sung solo
usually for the purpose of teaching. Both karT and
jhoonghar vary in vocal timbres in both bayt and wai
sections.

Musical Form
The musical form of Shah-jo-Rag that is sung in wai style
is distinct from the musical form of kafi. Whereas, kafi has
a form typical of a song in North Indian music having an
aasthai and antara part, Shah-jo-Rag comprises of two
independent musical units: bayt and wai, that correspond.
to the poetic couplets bayt and the ending couplets wai in
each chapter of Shah-jo-Risalo. Both these poetic units are’
separated musically through distinct melodies. Whereas
the bayt section does not follow a rhythmic pattern, the wai
section is associated with specific rhythmic cycles for
example do-tali, dedi- and cher.

Singing bayt consists of singing three parts: the first is
the &/ap that is sung before the start of verse, and the third
- is hoongara that is sung at the end of the verse. In the
middle is the verse itself. Alaps and Hoongéara are also
markers of identity of the sur, and an educated listener will
know which sur is being sung from hearing its &/ap or
hoongara. For example the &lap of Sur Samoondi is ‘O Alo’

faqirs employ percussion only in the wai section merely by striking the
damboor. It is related that since that since the Muslim clergy had a
powerful influence in the court of Emperor, the times of-Bhitai were
. conservative and therefore in development of this system of singing,
Shah Latif deliberately left out rhythm. (Baloch 1986)
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the soung style that employ a range of musical instruments
ranging from ek-tara or yakta ro and kharta | to harmonium
and tabla. The specific style in which Shah’s fagirs sing at
the shrine in Bhitshah is the wai style, which is sung with
dambur and without any accompaniment of percussive
instruments. This style is attributed to Shah Abdul Latif
Bhitai himself, who is said to bring about a new era in
music by synthesizing local folk narratives and ways of
. singing this musical form. The faqgirs who sing at the shrine

. in Bhitshah sing in a sitting posture and do not dance as is
the case with other renditions of Shah-jo-Rag specifically
the Soung style performed by Sohrab Faqir.

The singing of Shah-jo-Rag takes place at the shrine
everyday, .and the faqirs sing from mid-day to late-
afternoon, and then again from 10:00 p.m. to the break of
dawn. Before Shah-jo-Rag begins, people dance dhammal
to the sounds of dholak and shernai. Shah Abdul Latif's
poetry is sung at several shrines in Sindh and Sindhi
singers perform it in various styles accompanied by
different musical instruments at shrines® as well as

® Some of the popular ways that the poetry is sung in Sindh is in the
kafi style of singing, with the accompaniment of a plucked one-string
lute yaktara, which was introduced by Manthar Faqir in 1940s (Aziz
1986, 163). Amongst many singers who sing Shah's poetry holding and
plucking yaktara from one hand, and striking together the percussive
instrument khartaal (the wooden or earthen pieces) on the other,
Manthar Faqir's style of singing is more recitative (also known as
sadarangi style of singing) emphasizing the folk narrative in Shah's
poetry, and this style is taken further by Dhol Fagir (See:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Snzb-vUJew). Allan Faqir mainly
sings the ending verse wai in the solo style and does not shift the timbre
(See:http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0iSOgLBgKVY &feature=related)
similarly, singers like Ustad Mohammed Jumman and Abida Parveen
sing kafi through the instrumentation of singing khayal, namely
harmonium and fabla. Many of these singers who come on television
also sing Shah's poetry with the Radio orchestra that includes
instruments such as violin, dholak in addition to harmonium and
tabla.(See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pkkmZ7xkoYc&feature=related)
Moreover, Sohrab Faqir sings Shah’s poetry in an ensemble while
singing and dancing. Sohrab Fagir belongs to the Soung (literally
meaning ‘together’) style of singing, that employs both dancing and use
of percussive instrument, which are both not part of the Shah-jo-Rag
style of singing at the shrine of Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai, whereby the
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Vocal Timbres and Musical Form of
Shah-jo-Rag '

Shumaila Hemani

The faqirs have been singing the Shah-jo-Rag, the
poetry of Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai, at his shrine in Bhitshah
for centuries, but their perspective has not been taken into
account in the local and international scholarship on Shah
Latif, | will add an ethno musicological perspective to the
study the Shah-jo-Rag by using recordings, lessons and
interviews of Saeein Jumman Shah from the ethnographic
work that | conducted in Bhitshah in 2009, during which |
started to learn the basics of Shah-jo-Raag. This visit to
Bhitshah was facilitated by my friend Veengas, Dr. GA
Allana and Mr. Shams Jafrani, then Secretary-Culture at
Ministry of Sindh. During this visit and introductory lessons
in four surs (melodic modes), namely Sur Samoondi,
Yaman-Kalyan, Kalyan and Sassui abri, | became
acquainted with the local musical categories that faqirs
used to transmit this musical tradition. | will describe these
musical categories and show how the musical form of
Shah-jo-Rag is deeply intertwined with shifts in vocal
timbre, in a way that Shah-jo-Rag can be considered a
distinct musical form in the sub-continent that musically
narrate the poetry of Shah Latif through a play of vocal
timbres.

Shah-jo-Rag can be defined as the musical
performance of the poetry of Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai and
each chapter of the book of poetry Shah-jo-Risalo is sung
in a different melodic mode referred to as the sur in Sind.
As pointed out by scholars, Shah-jo-Rag is sung in
numerous styles including the kafi, the sadarangi style and
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reorganized them creating a system. This is called Sur
Music, means every lyrical composition is to be sung ina
particular raaga. He also redesigned the stringed
instrument Tanboor to accompany the vocal rendition. He
reorganized the new music system which is called Shah jo
raag (Music of Shah) sung by his disciples every night in
the courtyard of Shah Latif.

During his lifetime, his disciples used to write his
poetry which was latter compiled in anthology form called
Shah jo Risalo. In all more than 40 such anthologies were
written by various faqgirs and scholars and the work
continues as more aspects of his life and message are
coming through. However, if we look at Shah Latif his life
and work reflects a few aspects very forcefully: patriotism,
love, peace and struggle.
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Sassi Punhoo, Umar-Marvi, fishermen all are symbols of
life. To Shah, every move of theirs, every failing, success
and toil is a lesson for human beings, with which lies a
path leading to accomplishment of his desire.

Unlike many hermits abandoning the normal life, Shah
Latif loved life. He, therefore, avoided preaching to be an
ascetic. He had never guided the people to abandon
worldly affairs and live a secluded life. He loved life and
wanted man to live with dignity, honour and human
esteem. He has regard for love and asked everyone to
share it.

An important aspect of his poetry is the appeal to
struggle. His times were such that he could not openly ask
people to lead a rebellion against the state- terrorism,
anarchy, social injustices and internal feuds. It was
because he knew the history immediately preceding him
and the days he was passing. He thought that if he raised
a louder voice it would be silenced. It was, thus, better .
thought to narrate in similes metaphors than not saying
anything. The historian is not astonished by not seeing any
mention of the killing of Shah Inayat of Jhok in his poetry.
The characters in his tales all represent certain aspects of
life i.e., usurpation, tyranny, injustice, hope, despair,
struggle and accomplishment. He never stops from saying
to wage struggle, in whatever way.

A more important aspect of his-life-is his renovation in
music. He knew music created serenity and peacefulness
in the self. It brings a kind of contentment and calmness
that is essential for the spiritual as well as physical living.
Sindh had a very rich tradition of music. Besides Sindh'’s
original music culture, being an important meeting point of
many cultures, it had enriched to a great extent.
Incidentally, in the absence of a scientific method due to
apathy of the rulers, no particular system had evolved as it
had happened in Indian or Chinese music system. Shah
Latif, himself a lover of music used to participate in
Samma, the divine music congregation. Before him many
classical poets had also composed poetry to be sung in
various compositions, but Shah studied them carefully and
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For more than three years he had been wandering,
meeting people, scholars, religious leaders and mystics.
During his travel and sojourns, he met Khwaja Mohammad
Zaman, Makhdoom Mohammad Hashim Thatvi,
Makhdoom Moeen Thatvi and many more. But his more
attention was towards the average man. He became very
depressed with the conditions of the people. From the last
years of Samma period (1520) to the annexation of Sindh
" by the English the general condition can be visualised that
no social reforms were undertaken by the rulers of all
dynasties. Except a few theologians who opened some
schools, while no encouragement came from the
governments. Public health suffered from the same milieu.
Irrigation was carried out by non-perennial canals. Of all
the social injustice had plagued the country to the roots. In
that case the ordinary man tilled from dawn to dusk for two
square meals and the oppressors were free to do anything.
Since he did not see any remedy without the use of
massive force, he spoke to them through poetry. He
portrayed their woes and sufferings and exposed
exploiters. This did not only console the aggrieved but also
invigorated in them the strength to withstand the odds and
wage struggle.

When he returned back to Kotri to settle down for
spending a peaceful life, he became more disheartened as
his intention was once again rivaled by the same old
elements that feared of his growing fame and popularity.
People amassed around him from all corners sought
guidance and spiritual consolation. New Kalhora ruler,
Mian Noor Mohammad Kalhora feared the most who had
already initiated the elimination of Shah Inayat of Jhok.
Attempts were also made to dissuade Shah Latif from
preaching but these efforts proved fruitless. This did not
hinder Shah from guiding people against exploitation,
tyranny, social injustice and use of absolute power. He,
thus, chose poetry as a vehicle for spreading his thoughts.
By narrating tales of separated love, the longing for eternal
union and strive for achieving peace, the poet repeatedly
emphasized the wage constant struggle. The characters of
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as the average man languished the rulers built huge
monuments over their dead.

Moghals annexed Sindh with Delhi and the country
faced more miseries. The distant authority of Delhi led the
country to more despair and despondency. However, there
rose some new voices in poetry such as Shah Lutfullah
Qadri (d 1679) and Shah Inat Rizvi (1613-1701). Infact
Shah Inat was the elder contemporary of Shah Latif. He
used popular tales and conveyed the message. Shah Latif
is said to have been greatly influence by his form and
dictum.

Kalhora period (1737-1782) was another unfortunate
period to follow. Uprising by neighbouring tribes, their
settlements in the country and finally the takeover of
Shikarpur_by Daudpotas in 1701 points to the dismal
position. In 1718 the Shah Inayat Shaheed of Jhok was
killed on the orders of Delhi creating more dejection. Tribal
feuds, internal disputes and build-up of personal armies
brought the country to the lowest ebb. Shattered economy,
undisciplined workforce and absence of the writ of the
government were obvious in every part of the life. Invasion
like that of Nadir Shah (1739) rendered the country in
tatters, while the English looked at the situation for some
opportune time.

Besides being a witness to the situation, Shah Latif
himself became a victim of these circumstances. It became
so troubling that he had to shift from his birthplace to Kotri,
which had been earlier established by Moghal feudal lords.
There too he was forced to move. In fact, it was the
popularity of Shah Latif's charismatic personality, his
behaviour and study of events that he was eyed as a fear
of his rising popularity. Shah decided to undertake
undetermined journeys, meet people, see for him their
sufferings and know the injustices meted out to them. A
desperate Shah took on the places he had never been to
and adjoining territories. Sometimes alone and often in the
company of joggles he visited places of pilgrimage such as
Lahut Lamakaan, Girnar, Naani, and historical places like
Kathiawar, Jaisalmir, Kuchh, Kabul, Balochistan, etc.
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Shah Latif was born in 1689 and expired in 1752;
during these 268 years he has been interpreted in different
ways. While spiritualists take pride in calling him a great
saint and attribute divine meaning to his message, the
historians present him as a very forceful voice of the
people. The feudal class and ruling cligue wanted the
people to take him as a saint and pay respects in that
manner. They did not want the average man to understand
the message the great poet had given or the factors that
led Shah to speak that way. This class kept the people
ignorant of the historical and social background which
became guiding force of Shah Latif and his poetry.

There appears to be a miserable fascination shrouding
the life and work of Shah Latif The fact is that Shah Latif
had been scantly seen in the perspective of historical and
social developments that had taken place shortly before
Shah Latif and during his lifetime in Sindh and around. A
very sensitive person with a d foresight he foresaw the
sociological change through political means. He had
before him political debacles bringing Sindh to famines
even. These were the moving factors that gave him the
courage and craftsmanship to apprise people of the
situation. And of course, poetry knitted into historical tales
became his suitable vehicle.

Shah did not belong to an established ruling class who
would always squabble among themselves for power. He
belonged to a respectable and learned family of Hala
Haveli. His great grandfather, Shah Abdul Karim of Bulri
(1536-1623) was a renowned poet. Schooled at the
seminary of Akhund Noor Mohammad Bhatti he continued
studies in all disciplines, which is evident from his poetry
containing verses from Holy Quran, Hadith and Maulana
Rumi.

The life of Shah Latif corresponds to a very important
period of Sindh. The poetry of his great grandfather was a
turning point. He lived at a crucial time when Arghuns and
Turkhans ruled and Persian was the official language.
Sindh had survived the atrocities of both dynasties.
Citizens were massacred, famines became rampant and



‘Shah Latif - the poet of love and peéce
By Shaikh Aziz

Saeenm sada’een kareen mathe Sindh sukaar,
Dost toon dildar aalam sabh abaad kareen.

O God, may ever you Sindh bestow abundance rare;
Beloved! All the world let share thy grace, and fruitful be
(Shah -- Tr: Elsa Kazi)

Such is the depth of love in his heart for the humanity
that he does not pray for his homeland Sindh only, but for
the whole world.

For three days from now, hundreds of thousands of
people will converge at the white-domed mausoleum and
pay homage to the great poet and humanist — Shah Abdul
Latif Bhitai whose 268™ death anniversary falls today. As
the sun sets on the peaceful town of Bhit Shah, an ecstasy
and transcendence will overtake the atmosphere of the
town — 60 kilometers from Hyderabad.

The pilgrims come from all walks of life, stand by his
grave and seek blessings. Others will gather at the
auditorium to eulogize the great poet and try to spring
various interpretations. There would be a large nhumber of
people who will derive various connotations to suit their
ambitions. And of course, a significant number of simple-
hearted people will pay their respects to the coveted saint.

Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai or Shah Latif, as is popularly
known, was not mere a hermit, nor a recluse. But he
qualifies the ideals and aspirations of everyone who
identifies himself with Shah. -



