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apply this verse to Bhambhore in this present context it
could mean the coming of the light of Islam in this region
by the conquest of Debal.

The coins of this period bear some Quranic
inscription. It could be that the art of calligraphy was being
practiced on other materials also. Was this verse the
outcome of the Poet’s instructive imagination or was it that
during his sojourns and travels Shah Abdul Latif had come
to know something of the past of the mounds that he might
have seen?

Islamic pottery, coins of brass in thousands, 50
silver and one of gold have also been discovered. The coins
make much interesting reading and supply a lot of
information to the historians regarding Muslim Periods,
chronology and names of rulers.

It seems that some time during the 13th century, the
city was abandoned because of the shifting of the river, as
it has happened to some other cities of Sindh, and there
after Bhambhore lost the position that it had occupied and
declined.

14 BHAMBHORE: LEGEND, ALLEGORY AND FACT
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and corridors on three sides supported by pillars and on the
fourth side is a spacious prayer chamber. On the northern
side of the mosque is a large. impressive building thought
to be a Maktab (religious school). It has a number of long
and broad corridors and rows of rooms. Attached to the
mosque is a mud building on its eastern side which is
supposed to be a Sarai (a rest house).

A point of great interest in the discovery of drums
of heavy-textured, large earthen ware troughs which still
have trades of some blue-black liquid, probably they are
traces of indigo used for dying cloth. This again takes us
back to the verse of Shah jo Risalo with which I began this
paper and which I now quote into completes from:

wl—1 ig'ﬂ 25— ) b g ——
bS5l glo s, S w5
D3 05 O O aeS e O—2s%
YT ey Jé O3—S3 i 5T s )]
Translation : Bhambhore was bad ( dark), which

the beloved enlightened. The people were relieved Sfrom
evil. They followed him. He came and blessed those in pain.

The first line of this verse:

SPLR Y &\ 2l 55 = —p o —
is usually interpreted as the state of darkness,

ignorance and idol worship which prevailed at the advent
of the Holy Prophet and to which he put an end to. If we

BHAMBHORE: LEGEND, ALLEGORY AND FACT 13
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to protect it from any damage by the floods. The Islamic
buildings consist of :

1. A Semi-circular huge building with attached
drain. It was probably used for administrative purposes.

2. A defence wall of impressive structure solidly
built is about 19 ft. high. It was probably built in the
Ummayad period but repairs were carried on it during the
Abbasid period. It was even re-built on the same plane but
made slightly lower.

3. Three Gateways : The town had three gateways,
the eastern part was connected by one of them with the lake
so as to fetch water for drinking. A flight of steps leads to
the lake. The north eastern side consists of the semi-
circular mansion with the lake on the east. The southern
getaway on the bank of the creek is the most impressive
one and it connects the main streets of the city with the
anchorage outside.

4. The great Mosque at the centre is probably the
earliest mosque in the sub continent, as two of the dated
inscriptions found in it make it clear. No mehrab (arch) has
been traced like the early mosques of Kufa and Wasit built
in 670 A.C. and 702 A.D. as mehrab was not regarded
indispensable then, The mosque has two entrances to the
eastern and northern side and a minor entrance on the west.
13 slabs of Kufi inscriptions have been discovered, two
dated to A.D. 727 and A.D. 907. The date of the earlier one
is far from the date of the conquest of Debal. It has cloisters

12 BHAMBHORE: LEGEND, ALLEGORY AND FACT
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complete cross section of three distinct periods of
civilization dating from the first century B.C. to the 13th
century A.D. From the lowest water-loggad surface level of
this cross section, arrived at, after deep digging of 25 to 30
ft. below the surface level, there have been recovered finely
polished and burnished pottery with bright red and dark
brown smooth surface, the principal form of which are
delicate spouted vessels and narrow necks, the cultured
material of Scytho-Parathion period from Ist century B.C.

The second period as the excavations prove is the
Pre-Muslim period of Hindu-Buddhist occupation. To this
period is attributed a huge structure of mud brick walls
covered with fine coats of red paint on lime plaster found in
the western part of the citadel, presumably a Shive temple.
Relic of pottery, terracota figurines and other stone
sculpture found, confirm the origin of this period.

The Muslim period begins from the year 712 A.C.
when Muhammad Bin Qasim defeated Raja Dahir and
conquered Debal which, as already stated, is Bhambhore.
According to the archeologists it was a well fortified
citadel town measuring 2000 by 1000 ft., well-planned with
a network of streets and narrow lanes between blocks of
houses made mostly of mud bricks. It was ruled by the
Umayyad and the Abbasid rulers in the 9th and 10th
centuries. Towards the north eastern side of the city lies an
ancient lake of a fairly large size in which rain water was
collected for drinking purposes. Its embarkments are solid,

BHAMBHORE: LEGEND, ALLEGORY AND FACT 11
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Translation: Oh Sisters, Save yourselves by fleeing

this Bhambhore. This place has caused much suffering in
the past to friends. And finally:

S 3 S 20 (S s —al b

Translation:  Putting Bhambhore on fire I
proceeded to my beloved.

Having overcome all the weaknesses of the material
life and all that it stands for, the seeker ultimately reaches
his goal. There is flexibility in the verses of a great poet, in
fact there in lies his greatness. The same verses can be
applicable to different situations of like nature in the
panorama of human drama. It can apply to any goal to
which we aspire.

From the world of legend and allegory let us now
turn to the Bhambhore of history and archeology.
Archeologists and scholars including Dr. Nabi Baksh Khan
Baloch taking into consideration some historical facts and
finds of the excavations, are of opinion that Bhambhore is
no other than the famous port and citadel fort of Debal,
which rose in prominence between the years 5th century
A.D. to 13th Century A.D. The archeologists tell us that the
excavation of the mounds conducted early in 1920, 1930
and then in 1951 and specially in 1958 which carried out
deep digging at a number of points, have provided a

10 BHAMBHORE: LEGEND, ALLEGORY AND FACT
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This legend Shah Abdul Latif has used as an
allegory of the soul in search of the eternal and absolute
beloved God. Sasui is that soul, Punhoon the object of
quest of the soul and Bhambhor symbolises all the
temptations and attractions of this world that detract the
Seeker from his true quest. In the Risalo five Surs have
been, devoted to this allegory, Sur Sasui Abri, Sur
Mazoori, Sur Desi, Sur Kohyari and Sur Hussaini. Where
as in the first three Surs stray mention has been made of
Bhambhore, Sur Hussaini makes a frequent mention of it
and Bhambhore is represented by our mystic poet in
accordance with the function that this symbol is to perform
in the allegory. Surmising the scene of the earthly life
where indifference, hard-heartedness, injustice, cruelty,
Jjealousy, avarice, crime and other evils abound, the sage
poet sadly exclaims:

R IR D S o il s
Translation: Bhambhore is full of pain and agony.
Sasui is made to say:

‘O -:E‘J ub-,'-';q v ‘5 -' b—’ ::.x:

Translation: Oh friends, the desert or even
nonexistence is preferable to this Bhambhore. Never did
this hard granite give any solace to me in my sorrow. And
again:

BHAMBHORE: LEGEND, ALLEGORY AND FACT
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Translation: O mountain! I'll complain to my
beloved about your treachery and tortures on the way to
him.

The hostility of the mountains was not the only
thing to bear, there were many other hurdles and obstacles.

23 p 5 G s 3 Sl s S
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Translation: Countless enemies have tried to keep
me away from my beloved, -the treacherous mountains, the
scorching Sun, the blowing wind, the camels on which his
brothers kidnapped him - I defy and despise them.

A shepherd seeing a lonely woman, beautiful even
in her misery, cast evil eyes on her and Sasui prayed to God
to be rescued. The earth trembled and opened up sucking
Sasui in and closed again leaving a piece of her shawl
visible.

Punhoon on regaining his consciousness, managed
to return and reached that spot. On learning from the
weeping shepherd who had become a devotee of that place
of ground, he prayed for union with Sasui. His prayer was
granted, the earth opened up for the second time and the
two were united.

8 BHAMBHORE: LEGEND, ALLEGORY AND FACT
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hand in marriage, to please Muhammad, he proclaimed
himself a Dhobi and when the clothes got torn through his
unskilled ways of washing, he tied a gold coin to each to
quieten the complains of the Dhobi’s customers.
Muhammad receiving no complaint was satisfied with
Punhoon’s performance and the marriage of the two was
celebrated.

The ruler of Makran, whom our Shah Latif
mentions as Ari Jam in the Risalo, getting restless at the
long absence of his favourite son, sent his other sons to find
him and bring him back. The brothers pretended that they
had come to pay a visit and were not happy to find
Punhoon married. One night during the late hours, when
sleep had overpowered Sasui in its grip, they offered some
strong intoxicant to Punhoon and in his state of
unconsciousness tying him with ropes, they put him on the
camel and hurried back home. As soon as Sasui discovered
the treachery, throwing all caution and prudence to winds,
she tried to follow the footprints of the camels which led
across the mountain range Pab. Great was her sorrow and
her suffering, which our poet describes in these words:

S B R e N g Ot e i3 1S3
o O O o O o
= gl JAS g ) (e S )
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We all have read this legend individually but let us
recapitulate it collectively so that the spirit appropriate to
the occasion may prevail. So goes the legend: Where one of
the present mounds are, there once stood the beautiful city
of Bhambhore, famous for its prosperity and trade.
Caravans would cover long distances in the desert and
come to it for rest. Once in this city lived a rich Brahman
who had no child. After many many years, he was blessed
with a daughter. Great were the rejoicing at her birth and
according to the custom prevalent in  those days,
astrologers were called to predict her future. On learning
that she would grow up to be the prettiest girl but was
destined to marry a Muslim, the shocked and horrified
parents, put the child in a wooden box and cast it into the
river Indus which in those days flowed by the city. The
wooden box was picked up at a distance by a dhobi named
Muhammad who had no child of his own. On opening the
box, he was surprised and overjoyed to see the beautiful
babe whom he named Sasui which means “moon” and
adopted her as his own child. When she reached her youth,
the fame of her beauty and grace reached Punhoon through
merchants coming from Bhambhore. Punhoon was the best
loved of all the four sons of the ruler of Makran. These
reports set fire tothe imagination of the young prince and
he ordered for camels laden with musk and other perfumes
and secretly left for Bhambhore. Soon the news of his
arrival spread in the city and Sasui along with her cousin
came to buy the musk. Punhoon was so much impressed by

her beauty and elegance that in order to be able to win her
6 . BHAMBHORE: LEGEND, ALLEGORY AND FACT




(Jo o Aios) &59'35

Prof. Amna Khamisani

BHAMBHORE : LEGEND, ALLEGORY AND FACT

olb—ale ST e

We, the people of Sindh are indebted to Shah Abdul
Latif more than one reasons. He is not only our spiritual
guide but many times his words are packed with that kind
of wisdom which would bring success in this life also as
they are often applicable to our day to day life. He is the
custodian of our legends and folklore, of our cultural past,
of our people and of our places. He has not only
imortalised Sasui and Punhoon but along with them he has
also imortalised Bhambhore, so much so that every Sindhi,
high or low, educated or uneducated, young and old is
familiar with its name at least if nothing more, in whatever
corner of Sindhi may be. My grandmother living in the
village Pat, of Dadu District, was familiar with its
geography and its topography. She knew that somewhere
near Bhambhore run the Pab mountains and the river Hub
and that it is somewhere near a place called Kech Makran
and also that itis an arid tract with mountains nearby. All
this she know from her reading the Risalo of Shah Abdul
Latif and more than that she knew that Bhambhore is
Sasui’s place of birth and the place where tragedy befell
her. That Sasui about whom Shah Abdul Latif says :

tl-.'-"l.r;!fg-ég\-'-y.,éﬂg—w -o—’,@.)‘.’-ﬂg-’.sr”
s ) oy S ol
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