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MARCH
Moms olways sayins +hat friends will come and ge
but fanil); is forever. Well, if thats trve, T could
be in for a r‘ous}\ ride.

I medn, 'I love rny family and all, but 'rm Jus-l'
rot sure we were meant to LIVE +o_3e+‘ner. Mnyl:e
i+l be better later on when were all in different
houses and ohl7 see each other on hol-’&ays, but
ris}\‘l' now ‘l"ninss are just a little dicey.




Tr surPrise& Mom's n\ways ?us}\ihs the "-Fumi]y“
message, Since she and her sisters dont reall

get alo‘r\s. Mnrbe she thinks if she kee?s
repeating it to me and ™y brothers, then well
come out different. But if T was her, T wouldn+
hold my breath.

T think Mom is just trying o make me feel
better about my sitvation with Rowlc?l anyway.
Rowley’s been I"\)J best friend ever since he moved
into m)/ hcis}\barhaod, but ‘l'hihss }\nw. ren“}l
chnnseé between us receh'ﬂy.

And it's all becavse of o GIRL.

Believe me, the last person in the world T ever
thought would get a girlfriend was ROWLEY.
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ac a|wu.ys 'ﬁwush‘l' I'D be +he one in a relu‘h'ohsi\il?
and Rowley would be the guy everyone kind of
fel+ sorry {or.

GREG JR., WOULD

o L e

MR. ROWLEY?
TR s
PRI

I guess I'Ve 301’ to siVe Rowi:)ﬂ Some cre&H‘ for
ud‘ua“y {ihdihs a 3ir| wl\o likes him. But I &oh'+
have to be HAPPY about it.

Back in the good old &ays, it was just me and
Rowley, and we huhe out and did whatever we
wanted. T we fel+ like blawihs bubbles in our
chocolate milk at lunch, then +hat's e:m:-ﬂy what
we did.




But now that there’s a sir‘l in_the picture, ﬂ'\i‘r\ss
are TOTALLY different.

Wherever Rowle)/ is, his sirl{rieh& Abism'l is, too.
Ah& even if she ISN'T ‘ﬂ'\ere, i+ SEEMS like she
1S, 'I: ihviﬁcc{ Rowley +o m !‘\ouse 'For d slee?o\rer
last weekend so the 4wo of us could sPehd some
+ime +03rﬂ\cr, but after about +wo }'\ours I aa\d'e

up 'h‘rihs to }m\'c uh7 fon.




And when the two of them are in the same Fluce,
it's even WORSE. Ever since Rowie}e and Abigail
got +03e+¥\er, it's like Rowle}f doesn't even have his
own OPINIONS anymore.

T was }\o?ihs +his wouldve all blown over b}l now
and things would be back to normal, but there’s
ho sign of this ending anytime. soon.

HAPPY NINE-
AND-A-HALF-DAY
ANNIVERSARY!




1-( )mu ask me, s ALREADY gone too far.
TVve started hoticing little char\ses in Rcw\cr ,
like +he way he combs his hair and the clothes
he wears. And T GUARANTEE you, Abigall is
behind all of it.

Bt I'™M +l’1: ohe wl*.o's been best friends wi‘ﬂ\
R.owley

all these years, so if anyone Nas the risl'ﬁ +o
r.hnhsz Hm, s ME.

1 Jus"r &oh*-'} 3:'1- l’\ow You can go from beihs
someone’s best friend to getting kicked o the
curb. But that's emc-tl;; what hawem&.

Durihs the winter, me and Rowley stored up. Some
snowballs in my freezer so we could have a snowball
ﬁsH when the weather got warm,
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\h[e", resﬂr&ar was ﬂ\e first nice &n}{ we Ve ‘\n& in
{arz\rer, but wheh 'I weht over to Row|:fs l\ause
he acted like he was oo sood for me.

SORRY, WERE
OCCUPIED AT

The 'H\ihs is, T can hohes’rl}; say Te been nice
to Aﬁisnil, but SHE doesnt like ME. She's been
'Prrihs 1o drive a we&ae between me and Rowle;}
ever since the two of them became a coup\e.






But if 1 ’nu.\f: to start wriﬁhs my OWN
assighments, the handwriting on my Nomework
wont be the same as before, and Mr. Blakely
will _know.

So I'n stuck with Rowle , at least until T. can
find someone who can write exe\:'ﬂf like him and

wha also likes thu+ butter crackers.

But the 553535* ProHen with +his Abiaail
situation isnt the English homework, it's +he
walk 4o school. Me and Rawky used o head in
‘h:seﬂ\er eVery mr‘hihs, but row Rowky goes
over +to Ab.’sa;l’s heishborhoo& and walks +o
school with HER.




This is_an issve for a COUPLE of reasons. For
one, me and Rowley have a deal where he's in
charge of scouting ahead for dog poop oh the
sidewalk. And +hat arrangement has saved me a
BUNCH of imes.

==

~ N SO

'ﬂ\er’e? +\\.‘s ohe dos +}m+ ren"r }ms i+ in for me

and Row|e)(, uh& we l’m\re +o keeP our 3unl’4 vp
whenever we pass by his house. He's +his reallr
mean Rottweiler named Rebel, and he used +o get

out of his yurd and chase us on our way +o_school.




Rebel's owner had 4o install an electric fence to

make sure he couldnt get loose. Now Rebel cant
chase us, because if he takes one s+eP out of his
?rard, he'll get a shock from his collar.

Ever since me and Rowle}e found out about Rebel’s

electric collar, we've been }\a\h'hs some_fun with him.

But Rebel ﬁsured out that as long as his
COLLAR doesn't cross over the Pro\:eﬁy line,
he won't Se'\' s}xocke&.
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And £ T didnt have Rowle)( wa*}c}\Ens out for me,
T Jefihi-rely would ve sﬂP?e& on one of Rebel’s

land mines b).' now.

The other reason i+ stinks +that Rowle)d isnt
walkihs wiﬂ\ me s becnuse, wiﬂ’m ﬂ\e sc‘nao\ ?(enr
win&ins down, the teachers have reaﬂy been
|oadih3 us up with homework |n+e|f.

That means T have +o +ake almost all mr books

l'\om: wH"n me eVer‘}( Jny.

M}{ l:od?/'s rot built +o carry that kind of weisH,
but Rowlej is ?rac-h‘cally like a ?ack animal, so its
o problen for HIM.
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Uh{ar*uhnﬂly, Rowley is Jus+ as wi“.’hs to }\el?
Abisnil with HER books, which makes me +hink
+he onlr reason shes even with him is to USE him.

And as Row|efs Sood friend, T find that a

li++le hard +o +take.

AN

i
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U&de

T a(.‘sured out a ?re'HV soo& solution +o ry baok
problem. This morning T borrowed the roller bag
Dad uses when he goes on Hrips, and carryihs all
my school stuff was no sweat.

I S [ [ S T S R |

T was able +o make ?rcHy SooJ time, oo, but
that's ?nr‘h‘a"y because T walked a little extra
fast when T went l)r Mr. Sandoval’s house.

Before a snowstorm, Mr. Sandoval alwnys puts ?oles
n +}1e 3rouhd on ei‘l'}mer side of Hs Jri\mwa;/ S0 +}\c
au)l w‘no Piaws i+ kmws w}\ere ﬂ\e ?a\femerﬁ' i5.

The last +ime i+ snowed, me and Rowla}i P\ucked
+he ?ole.s out of Mr. Sandoval’s yur& and started
horsihs around with them.
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Bt T guess we didnt Pu'f the sticks back in
exac‘Hy ﬂ’\e ri3'h+ Plnce . because w}\eh +]\e 3“}' came
+o ?law Mr. Sandoval’s &riv:wa?(, ke was off b)(
about ten feet.




Mr. Sandoval has been waiting for me and Rawley

+o show our faces in front of his house dsm'h

so he can let us have i, but T'm not rm&y for
that conversation just yet- ESPECIALLY not
b}f mfsel\(.

Mr. Sandoval’s not the ONLY &anser between my
house and Sd\oo|, ‘I‘}‘\ous}\.

Ever since ﬂ\ey started &a;ns construction on
Cramma’s street, weve had to take a detour on
the walk home. And that bn'hss us r.'sl'\-f b}/ +he
woods where the Mingo kids hdhs out.
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T don+ ad‘uully know a whole lot about +he M[hso
kids. Tve never seen ahy of them in school, so for
all T know -ﬂ-ney Just live in the woods like a ?nck

of wild animals.

I'm not even sure if ﬂwere are ahf ?nreh'ks or
growh-ups in +l'\e whale Mihaa clan. 'I'\re hmr&
their leader is this bo}( hamed Meckler who always
wedrs. a tank fop and a bel+ with a gigantic metal
buckle on it.
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One time me and Rawl:y got oo close to the
woods and one of the Mingo kids came ovt o let
us khow.

YOU COME NEAR
OUR WOODS
AGAIN, MECKLEY'S

I'm still not sure whcﬂ' he meant ﬁy +}\n+, but if
Mecklefs bel+ buckle was gonna be involved in an
way, T didnt want to stick around to find out.

Naw +}m+ I'm wn|k|'h3 \\om on my owh, I havg
o cross to ﬂwe a+}~.er siJe of ﬂ\e street wh:h I
get near +he Minaos' woods. T+ wouldnt be a bée
deal except there's no sidewalk over there, and
that cant be Scud for Dad’s roller bas.
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Moms noticed T havent been }'mhsihs out with
P-owley thely. She said T shouldn* get oo worked
up over it because mos+ {r&eh&shi?s from childhood
don+ last and that me and Rcwley will Prabnl:lf
grow apart over +he years anyway.

Well, T \\o?e that's not true, because T +hink
i+s im?or'h\h‘i' for me o keaP rny c}\il&}\on& frieh&s
so -Hm‘f later on someohe can d??rer_ia‘l'e how far

Tve come.

WHY, T SUPPOSE \&
ITIS!YES, I |
SUPPOSE IT IS.




T'm not so sure Moms quuli-ﬁi«.& fo_give me

{ri:h&s}\i? a&\n‘ce an?may > because 31.7 {rieh&s}\i?s
are TOTALLY different from girl Frieh&sh.‘fos.
And T know because Te read almost every single
book in the Slumber Pur“l‘r Pals series.

Best
Frenemies

Before you Judse me and say +hose books are for
GIRLS, let me Jus+ exPh.'h +ha+ +}\e oh|y reason
i 301’ into ﬂ\em was because one time 1,: \carao*}
+o brins in a book for Silent Rendihs, and +he
ohl}' books the teacher had were in the Slumber
Pnr-ty Pals series. And once you'\re read ONE of
them, you can+ S'b?.
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There must be Someﬂ'\;ha like a hundred books in
+hat series. The firs+ -ﬂ\ir-i'y or 50 were ?re-H)J
good, but after that T think the author started
running out of ideas.

Linds

Loses

a Mitten

Ah?rwn?r, in +hc Slumber Pnrfy Pals books ‘H\ese
+wo -Friehrls are a|wa)ds 3:Hih3 into -ﬁs}ﬁs wH‘l'\
each other about li+tle stuff.

YOU USED UP-ALL MY

PURPLE LIP GLOSS
BECAUSE YOU KNEW 1
WANTED TO WEAR IT
TO THE ROLLER RINK!

WELL, YOU ONLY
WANTED TO WEAR
IT BECAUSE YOU
KNEW JUSTIN
WOULD BE THERE!

21



But after a while ‘ﬂ'\il’\ss always cool down and the
sids learn +he +4rue meaning of {ﬁeh&sl\&\:.

AND I'™ SCRRY
I KISSED JUSTIN
AT THE
ROLLER RINK.

And that's I:qsically +he P|o+ of e\rer?a s.’hsle book
in the Slumber Party Pals series. Well, +hat m'sl'ﬂ'
be +‘ne war ‘l”hihas work wH’l\ GIRLS, but I can
tell you firsthand that it's NOT the way it
works with BOYS.

For bo?(s s ﬂ\ihss are J'uﬁ' a lot less can?Iicahd.
For emm?le, let's say ohe 9uy breaks some-ﬂ.iha
that belongs 4o another guy, but its totally an
accident. Well, five seconds later e\rerybod)r's moved
on and things are pretty much back to normal.

22



WE CAN ALWAYS
JUST WATCH TV

AT MY HOUSE!

T dont know if that means guys-are less
soP’nis*h'ca*}e& +han 3.’ris or whatever, but T DO
kmw +}m+ +he wny we do +}1ih35 sure saves a lot
of time ar\& chers);.

Fri&a#
'_E }mﬂ +o say o, but Moms prec]idiah about me
and Rnwhy is_starting to come true.

Ever since Al:;aail and Rowley got +oae+}\er,
Abisaﬂ has been sitting at our lunch table, which
is all Boys. T alren\dy mentioned how shes not a
fan of the chocolate milk {)ubble-ﬂowihs 'ﬂ\ihs,
but ‘I'herc's a lot a{ OTHER S‘t'U\C\c s]\e Aoesha‘l'
like, either.
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One of them is +the Tive-Second Rule. All the 3"75
at our table agree +hat if 70u Jro? a ?iecc of food
on the floor, as long as you ?ick i+ up within five

seconds, its still OK +o eat.

A hew twist Someohe came up with recch+|?r is that
Prou can srnb a piece of food of f the floor even

i{ YOU'RE hot ‘l'}\c ohe w]\a q:‘l’un”y DROPPED
fr I’Ve lost two d‘\owhﬂ chi? cookies n\hcl a
Fud&sicl: +hat way alreu&y.




This new rule has caused some other ?robiems,
though. Yes*er&ay, Freddie Harlahan ate a piece
of ham off the floor because he thought Carl
Dumas &roﬂ:ed i+, but it was ar.‘tuall?( there from
+he group +hat had lunch BEFORE us.

T+ r-ish'l"\re even been there from before THAT,
because Freddie started +o feel sick and ended up
n ‘ﬂwe hurse’s office for ‘l'}\e rest of ﬂ\e dn){.

(MMRF) FIVE-
SECOND RULE!

Something tells me -H'\e}r don*t have the Five-
Second Rule at the table Abisdil used o sit at,
or ?r‘obnbl){ any of the OTHER sirls' tables,
:|'+l;1er. Aha‘l']ncr ﬂ\ihs I'” bet ‘Hﬁe}f th"l’ ;Hn\.'e s
French Fry 'Frida?fs.
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'ﬂ\ey serve bursers in ﬂ\e cafeteria :\ler}l .F-rida)(,
but the meat is ara)J and tastes ke a wet spohge.
PLUS, ‘H\E)( serve sweet Po+a*\‘o fries now instead
of regular french fries.

But Nolan Tiage's mom works part=time in the
|i|>rnr)a, and every 'Fridc.y she brings Nolan a
cl'\ceseburser and fries from the fast-food ?lnce

on the corner.

Nolan eats }u's {ries > but he always lets ‘ﬂ\e rest
of us have whatever falls out into the bas. And

Tve seen kids Prac-h'call}t come to blows over a

few cold french fries.




We decided the only wa?( 4o prevent someone from
getting hurt was 4o split +he fries up evehly, so
we brous}ﬁ in Alex Aruda +o clivvy them and give
everyone an equal rumber.

The rest of us kec? an eye on Alex to make sure
he’s not taking any extra for himself.

Some kids eat all their fries at once, but T nibble
mine real slow to make +1’\em last as 10\’\3 as ?ossible.

GDIBLE

GUDBLE
1BBLE
;mm.z .

But no matter how many fries we 3e+, i+'s never
ehous}\. %Juy there were oh‘i)' THREE fries in
+he {ms, and we had o SPIH them ten ways.
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So you had a couFl: of kids Payihﬁ Nolan a dime
each Just Fo smell the fries on his breath. And T
think that's what made Abisail 'Fihally decide +o
look {for another place to sit.

When Abigail moved to a different table, she
+ook Rowle}( with her. But thats fine with ME
because i+ means more {I’ehc}\ ‘Fn'es -f:or ‘l'}\e rest

O‘F us.

Abisaﬂ and Rowl:r moved +o the Com‘)hs Table,
which is the oh|)1 Flar.e in the whole cafeteria where
there's s#ill room o sit. After the Valentine's Day
dance, almost all the cau?les in our Sraée broke
up, So Rawle)f and Abisail didnt have ah?z +rouble
finding a spot.
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The reason +he cwyles have a whole +able all 4o
+hemselves is because ho one else can stand to be
around them. Let me Just say +hat you couldnt
PAY me +o sit and watch Al)isnil feed Rawkf his
pudding every Ja};.

‘ﬂ\e SECOND +l'\n+ Rowler nh& Ab.'sm'l lef+ our
table, two 30}(5 slid rish‘i' into their em?‘i}f spots.
There arent enauah seats in the cafeteria for all
+the kids in our lunch ?criod, so_there’s a:‘hmﬂ?l a

line to get one.

T+ yov didnt get a seat on the first &oy of
school, you- were out of luck. There are some kids
who have been waiting since Sc?’:ember, and -ﬂﬁey'll
Proi)al)'n)! STILL be wni‘l‘ihs for a seat on the last
dny of school.

29



1 feel ?re*H)r |ur.ky j: sa*l’ a seat, because *ﬂ\e
people who didnt get one have 4o find a place to

sit nh?/where -H-\ey can.

The kids in the middle of the line have Pre'Hy
nuc\\ siVer\ up }'\OPE +,na+ ﬂ\:}l'r: eahhn 3:+ a
seat, so some of them have started Sc"[hs +heir
5?0‘1'5 to 'ﬂ\e kids bel\ihd +hem. 'I: l\enrd +hn+
Brnd Connor sou Hs Posi‘h'oh at ‘ﬂwe number-
fifteen spot fo Glenn Harris, who was one spot

back, for five dollars and an ice-cream sandwich.




Unfoﬁuha\hl}t for me, the two kids in +the
front of the line were Earl Dremmell and his
+win brother, Ah&y, and ﬂ\ey took Abigail and
Rowlerls spots. Earl and Ah&7 have P}mys Ed
risH before lunch, and those 9vys both fake
their 37r- s}\owers, _jus-\’ like I do.

Even 'l'}\oush T sit at a table with a bunch
of 3!.7(5, 1 wou\&h"f call any of 'ﬂ\zm r-?( actual
FRIENDS. Because when we head outside for

recess, we all g0 our se?ara-}e ways.

T USED +o }\ahs out with Rcwler durihs recess,
but those &ays are over. T+ ?robdbly time for me

4o strike out on Yy own, but the ?roHem Fiap
dont know where Tm so\a?csed to go.

First of all, there are some kids T have to watch
out for on the ?layerouhd.

Bl



A few years ago Mom invited a bunch of my
classmates +o ry 5.'!’{']\;]47 ?aﬁy , but she 'H'\ousi's'i’
T alrt.nr,l)r had ehous}\ 'l‘o)fs and she said so on the

invitation.

TD: Lo Bi
ON: 'I'n".in}mm&&wu-koovpm_
. R Yo

Usunll}l, when }mu open ?reseh'l's at your bil"ﬂ\dnf
Pnrv, all ﬂ\e o+l'1¢r kids are Jenlaus. But at
MY Par‘i); T +hink ?eoPle Just fel+ sorry for me.
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Uhfoﬁuhaﬂlr , Moms idea cuus‘n‘i‘ on with a
bunch of OTHER moms in our heiahbot’}wo&:
and hown&nys T have +o be careful whenever T
see a kid wnlkihs around at recess caf‘t‘?ﬂihs a

THANKS A
LOT, JERK!

new book.

ﬂ\eh ‘ﬂ\ere's Leon Fen.ﬁ' ahd HIS gang. I 3°+
into a situation with those guys a few summers
ago, and there’s been bad blood between us

ever since.

One r.lar me and Rowlcy went down to the
school 4o ride our bikes on +he basketball court,
but Leon and his friends showed up a few
minutes later.

55



'ﬂ\ey told us that we were gonhna have to leave

so -Hney could ?h‘)’ basketball.

T +old Leon we could make a compromise and -H-\e?f
l:auH }m\‘f_ one !nnhf of +}~.e court nh& we cauH r.'&e
our_ bikes on ‘H\e aﬂ\er. But 1‘}\:}( di&h'ﬁ' like THAT

idea and gave us +he boot.

On the ride home T was rea”y mad that we
let ourselves get Pus}\eé around like that, and
T wanted +o DO SOM'H‘\JhS about it. A few
Ja?:s later, Mom asked me out of +he blue if T
wanted }\er +o sish me up for 'H'\e "Su\aer}w_m
Tra;nins Ar.a&emy." She showed me the ﬂyer,
and T was sold.
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€

Training Jcademy
AT THE YMCA

UNLOCK YOUR ]////

CHILD'S INNER
SUPERPOWERS! ==

ENROLL AT THE FRONT DESK /

T couldn’t WAIT +o Srnduq'}e from the Su?er%\era
Trdih.iha A:ﬂd:m}( ahc! s\\ow Leon ah& l‘.is 9ahg d
"1‘}\&!’\3 or +two.




Row|=y§ mom sisr\r.d HIM up, oo, and we were
both ?!‘:’f‘l}( excited about it. But on the first
day, T realized i+ was a total scam.

First of all, +he SuPerhero Traihihs Am&emf

was in the S)Inhns-lics room at the YMCA and
not some secret bunker underneath the building.
'ﬂ\ch T found out the whole "suPer?owcr“ ?m

was a Joke.

’?l\\‘\
So me and Rowief were stuck in &ay camp for a
week while our moms ran errands. And at the end

we didnt even get masks or costumes or un7+{nih3
cool like that. We Just got +hese s-h.r?id certificates.
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Gregory Heffley
IS A

showing good manners during snack time.

A few weeks later we went down +o the school on

our bikes nenih, nhd sure :hous}n, Leon nh& ,nis
'{riehds were oh +}\e {‘mske‘l'ba" court. But 'I guess
T shouldve given Rowky +he Lmds-u? +hat his

"SuPer’ngro +ra.‘h.in3" was +o+aliy worthless.

v *—r




Aside from the kids T need 4o avoid, like Leon,
there are a few different groups +hat }mhs out
"rosc‘l‘her at recess. But T dont think T reullf
fit in with u.h}; of them.

There are some kids who ?la)’ a fahhsy card game,
and another group that JUS'I' }\dhss out and reads.

Then there’s the group that ?In)rs on the field.
A few months ago +he school banned ahr games
that involve a ball because +oo r-mhy kids were
getting hurt.

So +hese su?(s made up a game where somebody's
SHOE s ‘H’\e ball. But th"l' even nsl‘. me w}m‘l’ ‘l'}\e
Poihi‘ of the game 5.




Erick Glick hangs out with his ske+ch7 friends
behind the school where the teachers cant see
them. TVve heard that if you wanht to bur an old
book re?or-t or homework assighment, he's the
vy Yo talk +o.

ﬂ\e GIRLS ’nahs out in groups, +oo. ‘ﬂ\ere’s one
+hat Jum?s rope hear +he side of +he school and
nmﬂ'\gr +1‘ua+ does hoPsmi'ch ﬁ-ﬁ')r feet away. I’\te
heard the two groups dont get a]or\s, but T
have no idea what that's all about.

Tl 4ell you +he grovp T WISH T could Join, and

that's the girls who }-mha out near the cafeteria
doar nhc{ 3055:'? about :Ver)}ohe w}\n wn”:s b?r.
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Tve ried to slipinto that grovp before, but its
Pre-Hr clear outsiders aren+t welcome.
LOOKS LIKE AS IF THAT

LORI GOT A [ MAKES UP FOR
FANCY NEW HER TACKY

HAIRCUT. EARRINGS.
AS

" == [~
~ S IF!

—_ L
== =

The onl place where *mys and girls hahs out
TOGETHER is on the ?l“fﬁr""h‘i' Some of the
kids l’m\'e started ?|a7|'h3 Girls C’nnse Ba)/s i w}wich
was a bis +hih3 back in eleneh*h:ry school.

=2
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Thve tried +o get in on the Girls Chase BO)IS game
over the years, but most of the girls are only
interested in c}msihs the POPULAR guys like
Bry;e Anderson.

IS BRYCE

YEAH, BUT BET
YOU CAN'T CATCH

|

E“r)’ so often &urihs Girls Chase Ba;/s, Sorwebody
will Yell out and -ﬂi? +he whole game.




T+ goes back and forth like that until the bell

rings and its time to go inside.

The ar\ly ?roblem with that game is *ﬂuef never say
what ;/ou'rc Su??aseé +o do when you ac-l'ual\)( CATCH
someohe. i remember 'ﬂ'\e +ime in fa-{"ﬂ\ Srade when
we were ?la);ihs Bolys Chase Girls and T cnus‘\-!' Cara

Punter fair and square.

e

Cara rePoH'ul me_to +l'\e Pla}esrauhd monitor,

who made me sit against the wall for +the rest
of recess. T'm ?re'H}r sure the school called my
PARENTS, +oo.

Soretatemtet s (R et




T think +he school realized there are some kids
who have trovble joining in with the others at
recess, so 4 few weeks ago 'H'\cy turned the bul'l)'-
reporting station on +he PInygrouhé into a "Find
a Friend” station.

1 a|wnys ‘H‘mushi‘ ‘I‘he .an]: a Friend station was a
lame idea, but it's not like T have a lot of options
+]:\esc ddys.
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T dont know if Pw?le didnt notice the blue L‘s}ﬁ-
going off or if everyone was just too bus?J ?Iay.‘ns
Girls Chase B°75‘ but o kids came over. T +hink
Mr. Nern mustve felt sorry for me, because he
walked over with a box of checkers.

WOULD YOU
LIKE TO BE

MY FRIEND?

T guess it was better than hoﬂ\ih&. Bt T
ho?e Mr. Nern doesnt think +his is gonha be a
resular 'H\ihs.

(LI
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As far as 1 kmw, mi-ﬂ\:r of *\'hm }\as ever said
a sihale word +o the other, but T guess SQMH\E\'\S
about their relaﬁohshif- Just works.

And even crazier than that, row GRANDPA has
a Sirl{riehd. I didn=t even know you could still
DATE once }lou 301’ to be Gl’nl’\d‘)a's age, bot I.

suess ._I: was wrons.

at ?rabably shouldnt be sur?rised. Dad su}/s +hat
at Leisure Towers, the women outnumber the men
ten +o one. So there are alwa?'s women lined up
at Gt‘nh&f-n's door ﬁyihs +o win_him over with

casseroles and baked soods.
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Grqhdfm started Je\-th +this widow named
Darlene, and we met her this weekend when +’r.ey

came oVer {for &Ihher.

T think i 'to-haﬂ); crazy +hat Rowley and
Gru.hd?d. both have 35(’1&.‘&!\&5 at the same time.
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Al T can Suy is that if these are the Paa?]:
who are gonna populate the next generation, the
human race is in BIG trouble.

F+R TG

T never shouldve oPehc& vp 4o Mom about
what's been going on-in my social life, because
how she’s made i+ her mission to hel‘) me_find

new 'Fr.'ehJs.

Yerl'erda s}\e ih\ri’i’ujl }\er oH roommate from
collese +o our house because her friend has a son
and Mom -ﬂ\ous!ﬁ the 4wo of us m.sH rea!ly “hit
it off."

But what Mom DIDN'T mention is that her
friend’s son is a }\is}\ school SENIOR, which made

for a really awkward afternoon.
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GREGORY LIKES SHRINKY

DINKS. DO YOU LIKE
SHRINKY DINKS?

|..¢+e1r Mom's been giving me tips oh how +o make
new friends at school.

I ‘I’}\ihk }\er }\edr“l' s in ‘I’]’\e I’is;‘\‘l' ?|nce., but 'l'l".e
advice she gives me would NEVER work with kids
m?f age. For exan]e, Mom said ‘ﬂ’m‘? if I'rn \ju$+
really nice to everyone T meet, then word will
sFren\& and Tll become the most popular kid at
school ih no ime.

HAVE YOU
HEARD HOW I vearD HE

NICE cRrec WAS NICE,
HEFFLEY 15?2 TOO!

PEERIZ




Mnyb: +hat kind of stuff worked when Mom was
growing up, but kids arent like +hat ahynore. AL
ku\: telling Mom +hat NOWADAYS Po?u'mri-l-)( is
based on stuff like what kinds of clothes you wear
and what kind of cell ?}\ohe you have. But she

doesnt want to hear it.

At school there’s this big push 4o encourage
"?osi-ﬁ\te reinforcement,” so theyve started +akin3
down all the dh‘l'i-lml\;/iha ?oS‘l'ers in the hnl'.wnys
becavse ﬁm)! don't fit wi‘l’l’\ the new ‘}}\em.

a7 y
BULiYING?| |STOMP

Now instead of Puhishihs kids for nc-fihs meah
+o each other, 'H-\e;f're rewa.r&ihs kids for
being NICE.
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'ﬂ\e basic i&ea is ‘H’w.‘i' ifa +eacher ca*h:}\es you
being kind to another kid, you get a “Hero Point.”

Tf you get a certain rwmber of Hero Points, you

can turn +hem in for Pr.'z.f_s lik: extra recess time.

TURN IN YOUR HERO
POINTS AT THE FRONT
OFFICE FOR PRIZES!

And the homercom that gets the MOST Hero
Points aets a dc.y off from school in Jure.

S1




at Ac‘!‘uc\"r ﬂ’wuﬂh‘l‘ it was a Pre‘Hy decent idea,
but of course people alwafs have to 90 and mess
“l’lm'hss vp- Ria}vf away kids realized -ﬁ\ey dignt
u.r.-}ually have to do sood deeds +o get Hero

Points. 'ﬂ-\e?' just started FAKING good deeds

whenever the teachers were around.

LET ME HELP YOU
WITH THOSE
BOOKS, ANTHONY!

%,

Hero Points are ?rihhcl oh s}\ed‘s of “en, and
"rea:}\ers +ear one off w}\eh 'H\ey want to reward
a kid.

Erick Glick got his hands on one of the sheets

and ?ho‘}ocolaied it, so after that there were all
+hese counterfeit Hero Points Soihs around school.
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Erick started S:Hihs +hem for ﬁweni’}r--ﬁve cents
a point, but then other kids realized THEY could
make co?ies, +oo, and after that there were so
many Hero Points going around that ?!ou could bu;/
a HUNDRED for a QUARTER.
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ﬂ\e ﬂac’ners 301' susPicious wheh ‘I’he wors+t ki&s

in our class started turning in tons of Hero Points

for extra recess.
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So +the school invalidated all +he Hero Points
?rih-l':& on white paper and created a whole new
batch on GREEN paper. But it didnt +ake long
for ?eoPle to start makina copies on green. paper,
and the whole thing started all over again.

Every time the school changed the color of

+he paper, there would be fakes made within
+weh+f-1four hours. Finally, +the school started
Puhis}‘\ihs kids who turned in mare than five Hero
Points at a time, because the teachers saw that
as Proo{ -H-\ey were counterfeit.

i



But THAT wasnt fair, either. Marcel Tem\ﬂe*\‘oh,
one of the nicest kids in our class, got put in

detention for the rest of the month even ﬂ\oug}\
he earned his +\'\ir+)r-fiv: Hero Points Iesi-}ima*}eiy.

EVeh‘I‘unny, ‘ﬂ'\e Jnhi‘l'or busted one of the main
counterfeit a?eraﬁohs when he walked into an em?'ly

Science room ‘ﬂ\n‘f kids were us.'hs as +,n:.'r base.




The school canceled the whole Hero Points program
after 'I'}m-i', w}\ic}. stinks because now —ﬂmﬁ' extra
recess is off the +able, hobodfs willing to do
a.ny‘ﬂ'\ihs hice.

T +hink Mom took that stuff T said about
?oPulari'iy with kids my age to heart, because
+oc|d?f she ook me out clothes sho\:\aihs.

Ordiharil); T cant STAND going clothes sho\a?iha,
because the ohl;{ +ime we do it is at the Lesihhihs
of the school ree\r. And once a yedr is ehaus}s

for ME.
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THESE KHAKIS
wiLL cO GREAT
50%OFF WITH THAT
COLLARED SWEATER-VEST!

SHIRT

=

I'\re done a lot of Iioriha +hih3s n r-w)l life, but
NOTHING saps my energy worse than back-+o-
sr.l\ool c1o+l'\r.s shoPPihs.

oY/



Uswll;l, Mom takes us s}\oPPihs at this ?lm::
downtown called Frusol FF:A&}{S T think the
people who run that store understand auys)
because +}n’.}r give vs our own little area fo sit
while the women sho?.

| |

T

DUDESZONE!

=\

=

>
= T

i

Last Se?‘l'ernlier Mom took me and Rodrick +o
'Frusnl Fredd)r‘s and pickul out all our clothes for
US. Uh{or‘i‘uhaﬂl)l , she 1(or30+ 4o come GET us
after she was done sho?Pihs, and she got all +he
way home before she realized it

We mustve been in there for three hours before
Mom came back +o get us.
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BUBEE-ONEY

&y & o

Well, +ada7 T was ar.-}ually EXCITED +o go
clothes shof?ihs. T 30{' two ?airs of _jecms and
+}\rec SHH'S, but ‘ﬂ\e ﬂnihs 1 was most ?um‘n&
about was the SHOES.

All of my shoes are hand-me-downs from Rodrick,
and whenever T get a pair of HIS shoes T have
+o s?ehd a few hours scraping the bubble gum off
the bottoms.
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The oh!}l time T had a new pair of shoes was in
fourth 5ra&e, when Mom got me some sneakers for

the first dny of school.

Sportzterz |

T Hold her T4 never heard of “Sportaterz”
before. She told me ﬂ\ef were from E.uro?e and

had "spncz-ase +ec}1ha|03?l." So T was all ?rou& of

m?/ new shaes w}\eh 1 went to SchpoL
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But at recess, the rubber soles on both shoes fell
clean off. T was upset, and when T got home T
showed Mom, who said not 4o w::rry and that we'd
+ake them back to the store and get new ones.

e 2

That's when T found out she {)ous}ﬁ the shoes
at the dollar store and the whole "spnce-ase
+echho|ns)¢" +1'\£h3 was J'us+ a bur\cl\ of bnlahey.

| ALY LUER'S |
V4 e

ViYW

When Mom said she was taking me shoe s]ﬁo??ihs
*h;da?r, T made sure she knew T was ohl?( interested
in name brands.
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I*l‘ wasn+ :asy J:r.idihs w}\ir.h Shoes o 5e+,
+‘hcu3}\. There are about a million different
%ﬂns , and each one is Su?\aosedl)a suo:.l. for a
sPeci-Fir. 'H\Ens.

oo = ([ [ [
AP

There are shoes for }\ikihs, shoes for running,
s’noes -For skd‘l'elianréiha, dhd a *wr\cl'\ O\c a+}\er

ohes, +too.

There was a pair of {dhcy 1\:‘3]\-1‘::}1 basketball
shoes T raall;/ liked. 1}\:}/ had some sort of
+¥\in3 in the soles thats SUPPosed +o make you
Jump }\isl\cr, and T was seriously -ﬂ\ihkihs about
getting +hem.
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with JumpHick
Technology

But I so'f nervous that if I baus}ﬁ ‘r"\ose, I‘:l
be +o+n|l>1 out of control on the walk to school.

(RS SR

_'\—

KNBO\ING T ROING

e prarT——

Then there was a pair of green “cross-training”
shoes that reall)a looked awesome, but on the box it
said ‘1'!.'1:)1 were for the “serious athlete.”
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So if T got those, T think ""“73 Just be

wasted on me.

‘@&‘b =5

T even +}wu3}\+ about getting o pair of those
shoes with wheels in them, so T could blow |>)( the
Mihﬁa kids' woods ev:rf &4}4.

T 'finally decided on some shoes that were sFar’r}r
but not +oo uvzr--ﬁ.e--i‘o?. Morm asked me if T
wanted to wear them home, but there was no
WAY T was gonna let my shoes get &iﬁy before
T wore them 4o school for the first time.
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e -Fihn“y lost them when we got fo the bottom
of our street, but when 'Fresley gave my bag back,
it was ?rddicnlly EMPTY.

T asked T"reg,ley what ’na\??emd to all oy books,
and he said he threw them out when the H.'haa
kids were c’nnsins us. 1,' asked Hrn w}'\r he'é gone
an& done THAT, and }\e said he was ha?.‘hs
+}\e):'& stop and READ them.




So &a}( one was a little bit of a disaster. But
T'-resle)r's gonha be a long-term project, and T
be-H'er ?re?dre m}/self {of Some {)um?s dlohs ‘H‘\e wny.

ursga
This morning me and Fresle)( were SU\JFOS:& to
walk o school together, but at 8:30 he still
hadnt shown vp at m house. So T went over +o
his place and knocked on the front door.

Nobody answered, and T was about o just head
o school by myself when T heard some noises
inside like a bnwlihs ball {a"ihs down the stairs.
ﬂ'\eh *\'he front Jaor aPeneJ, nnJ Freshy was
s+ahdih3 +here.

=
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Frr.sl:y told _me that when he was getting dressed
he 4cci&eh+ally put his shirt on u?si&e down

and got stuck. That meant it was up 4o ME 4o
untangle him.

i1
—

At first T was a little irritated, but then T
rea|i1e& ﬂ\is was \juﬁ +}\e kin& of +’n£n3 a‘l‘her
people mish‘f find FUNNY.

So at lunch T broush-t 'Fresley over to one of the
siris' +ables and had him do the 'ﬂ’\ihs with his
S*‘li!"f asaih.




Unfoﬁumﬁlr, we_must e ?icked +he wrong +able,
because not ONE of the girls even let out a
chuckle.

T asked 'Fresle)( if he knew any Jal:es, but he
said he didn+. 'ﬂ\eh T asked him if he knew how
1o do any tricks, and he ?u"e& out a piece of
bubble aum.

Fresle took off his shirt and put the gum in his
belly button. I didn*t know where this was 3oih3,
so 1 took a few steps back. And then, no lie, he
started CHEWING it.

T don+ know if any of the 3£rls were imPressed,
bt T Jef-‘rﬁeir was. Then Fresley said he was
gehha blow a BUBBLE, which was same-l'l\;ns AL
HAD 4o see.
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But T shouldve known it's not ?}\}lsicaﬂy Possi&le
to blow a bubble with your bellr button,

Word about Freslefs +alent got around the cafeteria
c{uiclz, and for 'ﬂ\e rest of +’n: lunch ?criod almos+
every boy in our class was at our +able wanting to see

what ELSE Fresiey could chew.

T.h {nd', e d 301’ so crowdecl ‘I’herc washt even a
place for ME o sit.
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So while Fre&i:y was chjorins his moment in +he
sPo-HigH, T was eating my lunch out in the l\ullway.

This JuS‘I‘ goes to show that no matter how hice
you are +o_some ?eo\:\le, -H'\e}fli +urn their back on
you the second ﬂ\ey get the chance.

Friéa;
Wi‘l’h eVer‘y‘H’uihs ‘!‘hn‘l"s been 3oih3 oh at sc]\aat,
The reall}t been \ookins forward +o spring

break. T -ﬁsure haviha a week to mysel{ will be
EXACTLY what the doctor ordered.
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But +oh.'3’n+ rvy ?hah for a stress-free week went
out the window. When Dad asked Mom what we're
doihs for Easter this year, she said her -fdmil)f is

coming to town.

T was TOTALLY blindsided *J;( +hat news, and
T could tell Dad felt the exact same way.

Mom NEVER +ells us when her fam‘ly is coming to
wisit, because she knows if she 3-\'&& us too muc}\

advance warning, well make a run for it.

Mos+ of the relatives on Mom's side of the fm.’ly
live PreH)r far away, so-we dont see them that
often. Tm OK with +hat because whenever we

DO see 'l'hern, I heed Pl:hf}( o{ +ime to recover.
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T'm sure most families have their issves, but it
seems like when it comes to Moms side, there’s Just
4 lot of extra drama.

Mom has four sisters, and -ﬂw.;('re so different
from one another that it's kind of amazing ﬂ\e}(

grew up under the same roof.

AUNT AUNT AUNT AUNT
GRETCHEN AUDRA VERONICA CAKEY

Moms oldest sister is Aunt Cakey, who isn+
married and doesnt have any children. And that's
Pro{)alﬂ)l a Sood H\Jhs, because it's Pre*H’y obvious
she doesnt like kids.

One time when T was little, Aunt Cake)( came
to s+47 wH'}\ us, and Mom went out for a few
hours and left me behind with her. But T don+t
think_Aunt Cakey had ever been alone with a kid
before, and she seemed on edse +he whole ime.
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i guess s}\e ‘ﬂ\oua'h‘i' i was gonha break
sone-t}\ins, so the first -H\ihs she did was put
every%ihs that was fragle out of reach. Then
she Just stood there and watched me 4o make
sure T didnt fouch ah?r-ﬂ-\ihs.

After_about an hour, Aunt Cak:r said_it was
+ime for me to take a nap. T +tried 4o tell her T
didn+t reu.lly take naps anymore, but she said i+'s
rude to talk back o an adult.

Auvnt Cai:ef said shed be dowhstairs in the
|quh&ry room it‘ohihs and she'd come wake me up

in a few hours.

N



Then she turned out the KSH, but J'us+ before
she shut the door, she said—

The idea of +ou<\'\|'h3 +he iron never would've
entered m'hd, but once Auh‘!‘ Cake: ?u't' +in
mf hea&, I couldn’t S‘I’aP +hihkihs about i+. So a
half hour later T snuck downstairs like T was on
some kind of stealth mission.

y
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Auh‘l' Cak:)y was in +}\= 'Fam'l;/ room wa‘h'.hihs
television, and T had to go past her to get into
+he |nuh&r7 room.

CONGRATULATIONS;
MARLENE, YOUVE
JUST WON A
BRAND-NEW
TOASTER OVEN!

Once T was in, T Puﬂe& out the little stool Mom

uses to reach h.’sh places, and Presse& my whole
hand on the iron.
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Dnh“i' ask_me WHAT I was ‘H’\ihkihs. ‘L ended
up with a sewh&—&earce burn, and Moms never
trusted Aunt Cake); +o bubysi-f again, which i
sure is_just fine with HER.

Mom’s faohses* sister is Aunt Gretchen, and she's
+he c.om?lc‘l’c OPPOSITE of Auh‘l’ Cake}y. Auh‘!’
Gretchen has 4win boys named Malvin and Malcolm,
wl\a are TOTALLY wild. Ih fact, ﬂ\ef‘re so out
of control, Auh‘l‘ Grd’cheh usecl +to kec? ‘i’hem oh
child leashes.




One +ime when Aunt Gretchen and her kids
visited, ‘ﬂ-\ey brought their PETS with them. So

it was like a zoo in our house.

Aunt Gretchen took off for a few Jars to go
siehi'seeihs, ah& we l‘.nd +o +dkc care of }\er kids
AND her animals. T+ got +o+u||7 out of hand
when her rabbit gave birth o a litter of bunnies
two Ja)!s before she got back.




Da& wasnt too }\aﬂ:y about ‘ﬂ\e situation, because
Aunt Gredchen had told us her rabbit was a BOY.

T can deal with Aunt Gretchens pets, but her
sons_are a whole OTHER matter.

On that same visit, Malvin and Malcolm Pla;(ecl a
game of catch in our dr.’vewa?: with a rock or a

piece of concrete or soneﬂwihs.

T admit Tve done some dumb 'ﬂ\ihss in my life,
but T don+t think Tve ever done t\h?l‘ﬂ\ihs as
ﬁu?f& as THAT.

Before Yoo knew i+, Mom had taken Malvin 4o the
emerse‘r\cy room to 39.'1’ stitches in his forehead,

and we were res?onsible for Malcolm.
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While Mom was gone, Malcolm somehow mhased to
get ahold of Dad’s shaving kit, and by +he time
we found him there was ho*ﬂ-\ihs uhrbod}( cauld do
about it.

7

Dad said if Aunt Gretchen and her bo?fs are
ﬁa)ﬂhs 'm"l'}‘\ us 'ﬂ'\is +ime nrouh&, ]'\e's sohhn 3:1' a
hotel room for himself. But Mom said were {amil)(
and anily should be TOGETHER.

T el yev ohe person who WON'T be coming
to Eds&'er, *%ous}m, and that's Aun-f Veronica.
She hasnt been to a Fm’lr event ih something
like five years, or at least not in PERSON. T
+hink Bdhs with the Famil)( stresses her out, so
w}\ehe\rer ‘I'}were’s a bis aaﬂ\erihs. S}\e makcs }\er

AP?EIII'AT\CC bf \héeo cahfercm.e.
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1?\ {qr.‘!‘, ‘_I: dah"l' ‘H'\ihli Ij\re seen }\er n +‘n= ﬂesl'\

since T was three or four.

YOU'RE GETTING
so TALL!
I

el

One summer we all got fogether for an outdoor

weddihg. The ceremony lasted sarne-ﬂ-\ihs like +wo
hours and i+ was rcn“y' hot, and T could ell

Au‘rﬁ' Veronica was P|n)d|'h3 V[&m games on }\er
computer +he whole +ime.




The ohly aunt T havent talked about ?fz‘f is
Aunt Audra. She's one of those people who
believe in crystal balls and horosco?es and all
that, and she doesnt do ANYTHING. without
-}nlkihs 4o her ?syc}n'c.

I kl"\o\ﬂ" ‘H'N'S 'ﬁrsﬂ\dhd because I s-hayed 'N#-‘H'\ }\er

for two weeks a few summers back.

SHOULD I CLEAN MY
BATHTUB OR WAIT ONE
MORE WEEK? WAIT ONE

MORE WEEK, RIGHT?

When Mom found out Aunt Audra took me alohs
+o_her ?sycl'\ic a?Poih'l'mh'fs, she wasnt ha??y.

Mom said all that for-'\'uhe--fellihs stuff was Just a
buhc}\ of ”}\ocus'Pncus" and ‘t}\:ﬁ Auh‘l’ Au&ra was

wasting her money.
9 7
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But T had o FEELING Mom would say sam*fhihs
|.ke 'H‘\tﬂ'.

A DARK-HAIRED
WOMAN WILL
TRY TO PLANT A
SEED OF DOUBT
IN YOUR MIND,

BIIRR

T don+t know what kind of training you need to
become a ps chic, but if theres not too much work
involved, then T could totally see +hat as a career
Pn‘ﬂ'\ for me.

YOU WILL BE
BETRAYED BY A
PERSON WITH AN
“A" IN HIS NAME.

} .

HEY, YOU
SAID IT, PAL,
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Tm kind of surFriseJ Mom_feels that way about
fortune-telling and all that, because SHE’S +the
one who's nlwn}(s saying Gramma has ESP. T
dont know if thats trve or not, but if i+ IS,
then Gramma’s not using her powers 4o +heir
full - potential.

SO, GRAMMA, WHAT
DO YOU THINK. THE
LOTTERY NUMBERS
WILL BE TONIGHT?

I'™ NOT SURE, BUT
I “PREDICT" YOURE
GOING TO ENJOY

1:) be homsd' wi-\'!n 700, I doh*-'} khow how muc}\ I
believe in +hat vPe of stuff mysclf. Al T can say
is that none of it has hei?ed ME any.

When T was e.isl-\-r, we went oh a {ani'.y (dm?[hs
trip and s-hJ?PeJ at a store that sold all sorts of
souvenirs and trinkets.
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Dad gave me +hree dollars 4o svend, and T used
it all to bu)/ a rabbit’s foot, which was su??osed to
bring me good luck.

But on that ’m? ag 30+ food poisohing AND
sFrqihed my ankle. So T g0t rid of the rabbits
foot the first chance I: eo'f.

T+ Just-as well, because T was uncomfortable
mrr)lu'hs +’rua+ H\iha nrou‘r\d rm?fwny. I renh'z.f.d
that if T ended up wihhing the |o‘H‘er>/ or
some-!';‘\ins because of n?l rabbit’s foot, T wouldn+
red||ly be able 4o enJay it.

WELL, ‘{
CONGRATULATIONS!
=
* >







See, what T NEED is Sam‘f’nihﬂ +hat ud'uqlly
TELLS me what to do, so T dont have to guess.
U? +o this point, TVe been mkih& all my owh
decisions, and Tm not super l\d??y with the resul+s.

| SFED W] BRE R el O WES T M [ R P I |
IIIIllIIIIIII|l

\hle&hesda?l
T. ac‘h.m")t used +to |ook FORWARD +o wheh
Mom's \far-sily came to town, because it was a SM&

way for me o make Some cns}\.
One Pmar T was draw.'r\s ?id'ures at the kitchen

+able, and Mom told me T should +ry selling ™y
druw;nss +o the {amil)(.

104






1:\ fad-, it was so easy to turn m}f art into :ash
that T 'ﬂ\ous}\-r +hat's how it was gohna be for
the rest of my life.

But once I so‘l' a litte ouer, ‘H\e same relatives
who were sm?pins vp rv-?! Jrawihss when T was
li+He werent as %l.n'ck +o Fu" out their wallets.

And T'm still not sure if i+'s because T went back

to the same Feoyie too thr +imes or because T

doubled my prices.
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SORRY, I FORGOT
TO BRING MY
WALLET WITH ME
THIS YEAR!

sl

But when Manny started selling HIS Jrnwihﬁs, all
of a sudden my relatives were like human ATM

mac}'\ihcs.

et me just Suy +his: When T draw a Pic‘l'ure, At
put a lot of time and effort into i+. But “ﬂhhy
scribbles out fifteen drnwihss in & minuvte, and dont
even nsk me w’nn‘l' }\nl\c of ‘P]:\m dare suPPost +o BE.
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Then Sweetie sniffs his rear end for the next five
minutes and goes back +o s|u?.

Me and Rodrick do that over and over, and
Sweetie has the EXACT same reaction every
single time. But one his}ﬁ when Dad gave it a
'h’)/) i+ TOTALLY backfired.




Even 'H’\ausi\ Gramma’s house is 5orih3, Easter
nd‘uaﬂy used 4o be Fre-H)/ fun. When Great
G'r‘ahh)' Meemaw was still alive, wed always have

a bia Easter eg9 hunt at Gramma’s.

MEEMAW
Meemaw was Grammas mom. No Jisresyec-r to
Meemaw or am ‘H\.’hs, but if I ever have sruhdkids,
I'™M gonha be ‘I’}\e ohe w,no c}\aoses w’nd‘l’ +}\e}( call
me, not THEM.

Ah& '_fm gohna go wH’h sam‘}hihs basic like
"Grnh&pa" or "GrahJaJ," because I &on"r want
40 end up sd"l'ins stuck wH'l'\ Some soof)' hickhame
for the rest of my life.




I‘m sure rn)! 3r=a+ Srand{a'ﬂ\:r wisl'\es }\e coul&
dmhse his name, but he's about ha'ne-rr--l'}\ree years
old, so there's rcnll)l ho point how.

WOULD YOU LIKE ME TO
MUSH UP YOUR CARROTS
FOR YOU, PEEPAW?

Ah?rwny, Meemaw was in :}\arse of ?u-H'ihg ?rius
n +}1e ?|n5‘h‘c e9gs for ﬂwe Ens*:r egg }\uh‘{'.
She'd stoff them with 'ﬂ\i‘r‘\ss like cnhd?r and
change, but every so often shed drop in a five-
dollar_bill.

‘ﬂ\eh s}xeu }\ide +he eggs inside Gramma's house
and in her ba:kyar&.
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After Easter brunch, all of us kids would go-to
Grammas bnck}mrd and get rea&r +o £ill up-our
baskets with as many eggs as we could find.

(READY))

SET...

Meemaw use& +o nv:rda it wi‘ﬂn +}~.e eggs;, +hou31'\ 5
nn& hi&e WAY more +’nah s}\e heedu! +o. Ih -Fnd',
Tl bet yeu could go out in Gramma's backyard ris]ﬁ'
row and STILL find er\ous}\ +o il up a baske+t.

Sometimes Tl find an egg at Grammas in a
cabinet or s+u-”l:& between ﬂ\: couc}\ cushiohs. A
few weeks ago Gramma’s toilet wash+ workihg,, and
Dad fourd a ?ihk ?'ms-h'c egg in the water tank
that had ?robnbly been bubﬁihs around in there
for YEARS.
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When Meemaw 3°+ older she wasnt as shnr? as
she used o be, and she started ?uHihs strange
ﬂm’r\ss in the Plasﬁc eggs for prizes.

One year T found a green bean, a bottle <ap, and
4 paper diP n rn)/ eggs- Tl'\n‘} was ‘H'\e Same )renr
Mnhh}( found dental floss in one of HIS.

il



And T can el ?tou from experience that a used
tissve sounds EXACTLY +the same as a five-dollar

bill when it's inside a P!nsh’c £9g.

The last Easter eg9 hunt we had was the year
Meemaw ?c.ssed dway. At her funeral, Mom
rea|iz.e& Meemaw wash+ wmn'hs ]\er &inmh&

we&&ihs rihs.

EVcryboJ;r was all in a ?qhic because ‘I'}\nd' r:'\'\s
had been in +he fnmily for three generations, and
aP?aren-H?f it was worth a lot of money.

After the funeral the {amily went o the rest
home where Meemaw and PeePaw lived and
turned the ?lac.e uPsi&e down, but -H-\e?( couldn’t
find the ring nhfwhere.
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T+ got ?re‘Hf us'-r after that. Great Aunt
Beatrice accused her sister, Great Aurd Marﬂ-m,
of ?ocke‘\'ins +he rins for herself. Then Aunt
Cretchen said Meemaw ?ram‘sr.& HER +he ring, so
if ahybc&y {ouh& i, ﬂw.?r me&e& o han& it over.

Ah& before you kmw . = ‘I‘he whoh {am'bl was at
each other’s +hroats.

%
So that's how -I+u'h35 ended the last +ime we all

50‘1’ ‘I'ose‘l’h:r, dhd it's Probn“;r 1’}1: reason we
havent been in one P|nce since.
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On Christmas, the second ynu get home from
church, yeu can Just +o*c.ﬂ7 unwind.

But on Easter P(au have +o s-h:y n )rour church
:io‘l"nes ‘H’u whoh &n)l, or at least ?lou Ao n
MY familr. 'Toda): we went s+ra.'3}\+ from church
to Gramma's house, and my tie was ALREADY

s+dr-h'h3 to_drive me crnzy.




1 was nervous e\!eryane was J“5+ gonna Pick
ris}ﬁ back up where -H'\ef lef+ off after Meemaw's
fureral, but when we got to Gramma’s e\ler?(ahe

seemed o have moved ?as+ it

Tve never been that comfortable walking into
a room full of relatives. I lihaw I See +\\:s:
Pm?le onhce or twice a year, but +’nere are so
many of them T cant even remember ev:ryahe's
NAME. 'ﬂazy all seem +o remember eVery*ths
about ME, "H\ous’n.

50 HOW DID YOU
END UP DOING
ON THAT STATE
CAPITALS TEST?
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T+ was a:‘i'uu.uy a -fuu-|er\3+,n mirror ruqzc‘h'r\s +he

room she was alread); IN.

Martina broke her collarbone and sved ‘I’}\e
hotel, so Tim ?re‘H}J sure +he Porsche ?qued in

Cramma's driv:way wds hers.

Uncle Larry was at Grammas, too. T don+ think
he's ad‘uaily related 4o anyone, but someone invited
him to a {umily event at some point and he’s been
sl\owihs up ever since.

1), |/ GUESS WHO'S
P || HERE? UNCLE
__LARRY!
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Uncle Larry.s a great suy and all, but he Alwurs
Farks himself in the best seat in Gramma's \cnnily
room dand doesnt move until it's time to leave.

WOULD YOU
BE A PAL AND
GET YOUR
UNCLE LARRY
A REFILL ON

Grammas 4wo sisters both came this Vea\r, even
+‘1~.au3}\ 'H*.e)( cant STAND eac}\ o'ﬂ\er. E\rery
C}\risi'mns ‘ﬂ'\e)l excl’mhae Preserﬂ's o bot I +’nink
+he onlr reason ﬂ\ey do it is to see who can come

up with +he mos+ insulting gift.

FIVE KETCHUP  USED BAR OF
PACKETS DEODORANT
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After a while, T guess Dad got fed up about m?(
loose tooth and decided o take matters into his
own hands. He told me he wanted to show me a
magic 4rick, then he tied a string o . front
tooth and the other end o a doorknob. T didnt

see what was coming until i+ was too late.

READY TO SEE
THE TRICK‘P

i3

After watching Georgia twirl her tooth in a circle
with }'\er 'l'ahsu: for {or‘ty--ﬁ\re minutes ‘h:Jay, T.
went into the fnn’ly room because T knew that's
where Gramma kec?s her string.

But when T walked in, T was sur\ansed Yo find
'P‘nn‘l’ }ml-f: 1'];\: grown-ups were nlrenc{;{ in ‘I'hcre,
geing H\raush Gramma's Pho‘l’o albums.
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From what T could piece 1‘03\-.‘I+\:r, Aunt Avdra’s
?sychic +old her that Meemaw's diamond ring was
na {am"l)( ?}w'i‘o album, and when the rest of the
grown-ups heard that, -Hney got all_excited.

Then someone susse.sﬂ& +hat maybe the P chic
didn+ mean ‘l']\e rlha was LITERALLY in a ?}\n'h:
nlbum, so :Ver)}ohe s?qr“l’e& |oak|'h3 ﬂ\rous}w ﬂ\e
\air_"h.ures to see if 'ﬂ'\ere were ah;( clues. A minute
later Some-ﬂxihs causH Uncle Lu.rry's eye.




Uncle Larry was_pointing at ?ho‘fos from the
last Easter we all got +ose+}-\er. Th one picture
Meemaw was wearing her diamond ting, and in the

next, she WASN'T.

I‘]‘ &idh,‘f ‘h:ke a 3:1'\.‘:.‘5 +o {isurc out w}\ere ‘\er
réns went. Fifteen seconds later, eVeryahe was
farned out across Gramma's back)mr&, searc]m'hs

for Meemaw's F|a$*l‘ir. eggs.




i guess :Veryon: -ﬁsured -ﬂ\u‘l' if ‘H\: rihs was in
an egg, -ﬂ'\eh it was finders keefmrs. Mom -!'ric& to
se‘l' e\rcryohe 1o come back inside o }\ove Jessar"h

but it was no use.

I‘l‘ was a little dis-i'ur{!ihs +o see haw 5rce&
relatives were nc‘l’ihs - but I admit I 301’ a little
caus}\'{' vp in the excitement mysv.l-F. While e\reryo‘ng
else was looking for the eqq OUTSIDE, T was
looknhs for i+ INSIDE.

But after Mom caus}\'l‘ me t’i-mmg 'ﬂ\fousl\
Gramma’s underwear drawer, T realized r-m?rbc ag

was getting a little TOO carried away.
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T think Mom was pretty fed vp with everyone 57
+hat point, because she +old our {nmily +hat we

were going home.

As far as ]: l:nmw, habocly ar.+un||}l -Fouh& +}1:
rins. But wheh we &ro\re dwqy from Gramma’s , 4

few ?coPle were still out there searc}\ihs.

LOOKED IN
THAT BUSH?
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uesda

Usunlif, when Aunt Gretchen and her kids S‘h\?l
wiﬂ'\ us, its for a wuk. But ﬂ\is +ime around,
ﬂ'\e?f onl?r lasted 4wo DAYS,

That's because, after what ha??emd las+ hisiﬁ',
Dad +old +hem 'H'i&)l were gohha have to leave. A+
dinner we ran out of ke‘h:hu?, so Malcolm ?icked
vp the ?i\ohe and called 911 +o report us.

T+ took about two hours for Mom and Dad +o
clear e\rery-ﬂ-\ihs up with the cops.

After Dad gave Aunt Gretchen and her sons the
boot, ﬂ-\ey ?ncked up and went to Grammas.
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Ah& ‘_I:‘m sure ﬂ\n‘i‘ was Jusi’ fine with ﬂ\em,
because i+ meant -H\ey Kad more time 4o look for
the €99

T was slad -I+\er lef+, because when -Hﬁey did T
got n?r bed back. For two hiah'l’s T had 4o slu?
in Rodrick’s room on a |eqk?! air mattress.

No matter how much T inflated it at his}\-h {-?r
morning T was ly.‘ns flat on the srouhd.

- 4

= 72223

=2 ;
i R

O 55855 LI

Yes‘l‘erddr when T woke up on Rodrick’s floor,
at s?c-He.J sone'ﬂ\ihs vnder his bed when T was
getting dressed.
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T+ was one of those Masic 8 Balls. T +hink
Rodrick 30-1' it as a ?res:h-f ohe P(ear and mustve
'Forso++eh all about i+ after it rolled under his bed.

FE] I
11 |
1

EE . -
Lo

I was ?re*Hy excited to find it because 1've
never gotten to ?qu around with one of those
'P]:\Jhas before.

The way you use the Magic 8 Ball is 57 asking it a
c{uu‘h'nh, +}~.eh s]\nkihs i up nhd wnH‘ihs for )mur

answer ‘o appear in-a little win&aw n *ﬂ\e back.

T. was curious to see if it actuall WORKED, 50
I gave it a -+r);. 'I 'ﬂ'mus’n't up a quesﬁoh and
concentrated real hard, +hen gave +he Magic 3
Ball a Soo& shake.
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A few secoh&s later, H\is is w}\a*i' s}\owe& vp n
the little window—

1 }mve to snf, I was ?reﬂ}f Jmpressed. But I
ma&ecl +o ask ﬂ\is +1\ih3 a few more c{ues-ﬁohs +o

make sure it was for real.

DON'T YOU
THINK ROWLEY
AND-ABIGAIL
ARE TOTALLY
OBNOXIOUS?



Ah& e\'ery sihsl: +ime, 1t was ris}\‘i' onh ‘H\e mhe}r.

E.\feh w}'\eh I ‘h’ie& to ‘H'\row it {or a |oof, 'I: so‘f

an answer that seemed Pre'H)J reasonable.

WHAT'S THE
GROSSEST THING
I'VE EVER
ACCIDENTALLY

[ ]
i

Then T realized +his +}uhs wash+ ohi?r smd for
answering QUESTIONS. T could ask i+ for
ADVICE, +oo.
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T started b‘y askihs +he Masir. 8 Ball if T should
+ake a shower and if T renﬂ); needed 4o finish the
outline for my Science Fair project. it got a “Yes”
on the }\Ysiehc issve, but the Magic 8 Ball -h:hlly
let me off +he hook on my project.

See, THIS is what's been missing vy whole life.
Now +hat The got Som:‘i"nfns +o }'\el? me_make all
the LITTLE decisions, T'm free o focus on the
IMPORTANT s+uff.

Tn school we learned that Albert Einstein wore
the same clothes every day so he didnt have 4o
waste any brainpower on deciding what o wear.
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And that's :w.udly what THIS ‘H’\ir\s‘s gonna

JO 1Cor me.

PV,

HHHHH]

T fact, after using the Magic 8 Ball for just
one &n};, T don*t know how T ever got 57
WITHOUT .

SO-ARE YOU
GONNA UNLOAD
THE DISHWASHER
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APRIL
ursda
After ?hyihs around with the Maaic 8 Ball for a
few Aa;/s, T found out it has some limitations. But
+hat doesnt mean Tm gonna give up oh it just
YET. 'I: tried usih‘tj it to }1:|P me with n?r math
homework a few times, but it turns out it's not so

3ood at sivihs you specifft ANSWErs.

WITHOUT
A

DOUBT

Plus, sometimes when you REALLY need an
answer from the Masi: 8 Ball, # can 'l'o'!'c\“y leave
you hnhsiha.

%&ay on my way home from school, one of +he
Mingo kids came after me with a stick. T asked
+he Mnsic 8 Ball if T should run nwny or #s}ﬁ,
and gave it a hard shake.
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For some reason, +the Masic 8 Ball covldnt make up
its mind.

But the Mas.'c 8 Ball TOTALLY made up for
it later on in the day. Mom told me T've been
spehdihs +o0_much time indoors and that T
meded +o 9o 0u+sidr. nh& 3:1' Some {rf.sh ar.
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When Mom left the room T asked the Music 8
Ball if T should take her advice, and its answer

could ot have been more clear.

So T hid ovt in Moms closet, which T knew would
be +he LAST Plnc: s}'\eu come |aak.'h3 for me.

While T was waiting Mom out in there, T noticed
a bunch of books on the top shelf.
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'ﬂ\e;/ were }\IJJ:?\ b:}\ih& Some. s‘\oe boxes S0 it
was pre clear Mom didnt want anyone to find
them. At first T couldnt 'fisure out wh?r she was
kec\:ihs all these bocks +ucked away in her closet
instead of on a shelf out in the opeh. But when T
read the titles, 'I: +a+nllf so']’ it.

L
!
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‘“\ese I)aaks are basically Moms secret wedpoh, th

she doesnt want us kids to KINOW about them.

i 'ﬂiﬂ;e& ﬂ'\roush a few of ﬂ\e books, ah&
Some. were really efe-o?méns. T found one

+that was about using some-ﬂ\ihs called “reverse

?srr.holosr. t

148



Flipping the

1dIdDS

Getting Your Child to
Do What YOU Want
=

SIS

SOWS

The idea is +hat you can get ?‘oul’ kids to do what
you want b}’ telling +hem +o do the OPPOSITE.
Now that T think of i+, Mom and Dad have

been us[hs ﬂm‘!‘ ‘h’.:’nhic{ue on us ever since 1 can

remember.

RODRICK, IT'S TIME
TO- GO TO BED, SO

DON'T TURN OFF

149



When T was little, T used to BEG Mom and Dad
to let me do the dishes, but -ﬂ\e)f& alwa?‘s tell me
T was too )’cuh& +o }\elP out.

[ |
Ol

m g3 1=l

'Fihallr, on-my eislﬁh b&r-fhdc.;; -ﬂ-\ey let me dr)v the
&.'shzs, nhd I wadS S0 ,nnﬂ))/ 'ﬂ’\:}f m'sl'ﬁ' as well
have given me a million dollars. Now T realize

+the whole *ﬂm'r\s was a trick, and Rodrick mustive
fallen into the same trap.

150






This was J'usi about the time Mur\hy was_starting
+o take his first s+e?s, which was unfortunate for
Squirm the worm.

T was reali;r torn up about i+, and that hi3'h+
Mom came into r-?l room to talk.

She told me T shouldnt be sad, because Squirm
was in "I.hc,nworm H:nv:h“ nh& ﬂm‘f in Im}\worn
Heq\leh its n]ways suhi rmd H'mere are tons of
leaves 4o eat. And The gotta admit, that DID
make me feel better about +}\ih35.

EE
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Well, +oday T found the EXACT ?|ar.e where
Mom got that idea.

Helping ler Child Deal

LOSS

)

One of the books on Moms shelf looked Pre++)(
new, aml w\\eh I. Pu“:& it Jowh a LOT of +hihss
started to make sense.

Making FRIENDS
for YChild
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Moms closet answered some other mysteries, +too.
When T was in kih&er&ar’i‘eh T had a stuffed
animal called Tickles that T slelﬁ with ever}r
sihsle hish‘}.

'ﬂ\a{' Summer we went dway on Vacation to +l’\e
beach, and T ook Tickles with me. But one
afternoon w}\en we came back o our ;‘\o+el room,

Tickles was GONE.
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Mom said +he c|mm'h3 iady mustve scooPuI up
Tickles when she took +the sheets, so we went
down 1o the place where ﬂ\cr do the lnuhdrr +o
see if he was in the washer or someﬂ'\ihs.

But ]'\e wash+ THERE, eiﬂ'\:r. B}f ‘H'\is time I was
Pre+‘|7 hyﬁ’erir.nl, so Mom +old me T should make
some.Sighs, which we put up all over the hotel.

NAME: TICKLES
SIZE: 15 INCHES

LAST SEEN:
OCEAN VIEW MOTEL

RETURN TO:
OCEAN VIEW MOTEL
FRONT DESK
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'ﬂ\e next &a?( we went ‘o ‘H\e b:uc’n, but 1
couldnt ehJoy m;fself because of Tickles.

|8

Dad Pld).'cd one of those carnival games and won
me a stuffed animal to re?lar.c Tickles, but i+

wasnt the same.
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Losihs Tickles ?re'Hy much ruined the vacation for
EVERYONE, so we lef+ for home a Jay early. it
went to sleeP when we got back that hig}rl', and
the next marhing Tickles was sitting on top of

[T

[E]
=]

l"|7 dresser.

Mom said Tickles mustve found his \-m)r home
because ’ne |oved me S0 much. An& +}m+is w}m-l' I
believed for a long time.
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But hidden away behind Mom's books, there were
FIVE stuffed nor\keys that locked EXACTLY
like Tickles.

So that means Mom mustve gone out and boush* a
buhc‘\ of re?lacem'.h‘l' mohkeys n's\‘ﬂ' after I los+
+‘n= oriaiml.

\I»I,no even KNOWS w}\id‘\ version of Jﬁckies IS
sitting on the shelf in my closet rish'l‘ now.

Ih \(ad', now H'\cd' I ﬂ\lhk about i+ ; I remember
a time when Mom had +o wash Tickles because

T s?i“ed some chocolate milk on him. When she
opened the washing machine door, it looked like a
pillow had exylc&ed in_there.
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I III*

But +}\n'l' hialﬂ' after my {)a'ﬂ'\, Ta':kl:s was *mck oh
n?f be&, Sood as hew. So *}}\e ohe in m)( room r.aul&
be a fourth or fifth sehernﬁah for all T know.

This ALSO :x?lm'hs why Mahhy sleePs with ten
stuffed dinosaurs every h.‘a}ﬁ.

He used o o‘nly have ONE dinosaur he called
Rur, but Mdhh}( mustve discovered Mom's hidden
stash of chku?s WAY before T did.
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So wl'\ah me. c\n& Ro&n'ck were &oiha ‘H\: &JS}\:S
tonight, T took a crack at using reverse ?sycholosf
on Mom dhd Ddd.

I DON'T ACTUALLY WANT
MY OWN PHONE, BECAUSE
IT'S TOO MUCH

1 Ji&h? khow w’mﬂ‘ +o ex?ed, but '_1: was shacked
+o see how FAST it worked. ?Js’rd' after that,
Mom_came into my. room_and told me she'd decided
to uPsru&e her ?}-\ahe and was sivins her USED
one to ME.

But before she handed i+ over, she said there
were Some "Srouhd rules.” She said T had 4o share
‘P];\e P}\ohe wH']n Mqhh)l because }\e uses it to P|n7
educational games.
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She also said T'm not allowed to text u.hy of m)f
friends with it.

) R | |

Well, texting m friends isnt gonna be a problem,
because at the moment T dont HAVE any.
S\mrins with Mdhh)( is amother issue.

Manny likes +o take pictures on Moms F}\ohe,
but T really dont need HIS pictures mixed in
wH’}\ MINE.

RS

@@;
S+ill, T was ?re‘H}{ excited to get my hands on a
decent F’nam.
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I s?=h+ some time Persohalizins i+ wi‘l‘}\ a hew
wallpaper and different ringtones. But in the
middle of c!oihs ‘H'm'l‘, T 30"1’ a text from Gramma
that was a{wiausly meant for Mom.

Texting with
Mom

Can Frank come by
this weekend with
the boys and move
the piano to the
basement?

Mom said T wasnt allowed 4o +ext my friends, but
she never said ahy-f}\.hs about RELATIVES.

Sorry they are

doing father/son
stuff this wknd.

163



A’H‘er ‘H\cr‘l‘ was_taken care of . ‘I: Jawhloa&e& a
bunch of games and started having some fun.

But l'is}ﬁ in the middle of a game, Auh‘f Veronica
called on video chat.

WHY, HELLO,
GREGORY!

The LAST ﬂ\ihs T exped‘ed 4o see in the ?ru\rac;/
of m)f bn+hroom was Aurd' Veronicas FACE.
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So T +hink T can be excused for b:ins a little

SUI'? ris e& .

T fished the Phohe out of the toilet and did
:Verr‘i',nihs T could +o get it o turn on, but it

wads ho use.

T feel kind of bad for ruining it, but in my
defense, T DID -l-ry to warn Mom and Dad T
wash + r:ad)( for that kind of res?ohsibilﬂ')l.
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We&msdﬂ;{

Tve been 3:-H1'h3 +ired of l'mvihg to fear for my
life whenever T walk b}( the Mingo kids’ woods,
but T realized those auys on|}¢ reallr ?ick on the
after=school crowd. So T decided my. smartest

move was to JUS"’ wait them out.

That meant T needed 4o find-something o kill
+ime once school ended. There are a whole bunch of
clubs for s+ud=h+s, but I'Ve never renu?! been that

interested until now.

International Relations Club Poetry Club



Ta&ay i s+a?(|:& after school 4o see if there was
sone-t}\ins +hat would be a Soo& fit.

The Board Game Club sounded like it nish‘f be
pretty fun, but it's run by Mr. Nern, and
I’\re nlrcd47 SPeh‘I’ e.housh time with him for one

school year.

There's a Pillow-ﬁs}\ﬁhs Clob, 400, but one look
inside the room where -H\ey meet told me it wasnt
reallr my ﬂm’hs.




There are some clubs that are REALLY on the
fringe, like the Free Hugs Club that just started
up +his spring.

YOU LOOK LIKE
YOURE HAVING A
ROUGH DAY!

I‘]‘ was ‘oo 'nar& +o decid: whn‘i’ +o &o, so I lef+
it up o the Maﬁic 8 Ball. T walked vp to each
door where the differsnt clubs meet and gave +he
8 Ball a shake +o see which one T should Join.

v
(e cum)
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I 30‘!‘ alot of “No’s” and a few “Ask Asa.i‘n
Laters,” but T fihally got a Yes, Pe-ﬁnﬁely"
when T was in front of the Yearbook Club door.

T walked inside, and the staff looked like it was
in the middle of a rnef.‘h'h‘cj.

T waited in the back until the meeting broke
up, +hen walked up o the editor in chief, Be+s)/
Buckles, and asked if T could Join.

She said +he P(earbnak was_almost finished, but
"r]ney hee&ed a few more ?}w'i‘os for “H\e "Cah&idsn
page-. Then she said +he school would pay five
bucks for every photo that ended up in the
?rearl:uuai:, and T was sold.

T T can avoid the Mihso kids AND get ?AE(;I,

that's 4 win-win.
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ursga:
’B&ay wds my first Ju)d as 'ﬂ\e yenrl‘:ook
Pl’\o‘!‘asra?}\er, ah& i+ wasnt as easr as i
*ﬂ'\auah*f it would be. T wanted +o se-l' 300&
Pic-fures, but to be honest, kids at my school
dont rcally do uh?(‘l’}\ihs that INTERESTING.

EAT ?

LSMART

I was +r>h'h3 1o do mf J'ob ‘l'akihs ?ic‘l’urr.s w‘\ﬂ:
ALSO being a full-time student, and that didnt
make ‘i‘}\ihss an}( easier.

VL
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T was ho?ihs sombo&y would do some-rh.‘ns rzall}«
dumb and T4 get a great picture of it. But for
some reasoh ?eo\:h: were on their best behavior
today. One shot T was DYING 4o get was Jamar
Law with his head stuck in a chair.

There was a picture of him doing that in the
LAST );cqr’book, and if he did it again T wanted
to be ren&f for i+. T krow a ?}\o-losra?}\ar isnt
su??osed +o influence his subjec+s, but 1.' +tried +o
at LEAST hudsc Jamar in ﬂ\e n's}ﬁ Jiru:i'ioh.

ILL BET YOUR HEAD
WONT GET STUCK

THIS TIME. BET YOU

Whenever T see a ?ic-rure ha yearbook or a
magazing, there's u.lwd.ys a litte caption underneath.
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So when I *}umed in my ?}\a‘l'os at *1’1\: zr\& of
the &ay, T wrote little blurbs so Be-rs?' would
know what she was Iookihs at.

I'm pretty sure Doug Parker's
Sy is open here.

e

Trevor Wilson leaves the bathroom Not again! Chad Middleton goes to
without washing his hands. the nurse’s affice with a bloody nose.

‘“\e Sreni' ‘!‘l’\ihs about Pidures mwn&n)!s is ﬂm‘!‘
wery-thihs is d.'si-i-al, so if yeu dont like Someﬂxihs
about a ?}w-l'o you took , you can alwd)as +weak it
on the computer.

T +ook a couple of shots at lunch where somebod
blinked, and those ?}\o'l'os wouldve been USELESS
£ T wasn+t able +o edit them.
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T {isure ev::r;r redrﬁool: needs a little humor, so
T edited a few ?lc'}ures 4o make them funnier.
HaPefully il a P B'ldkely wont be too mad when he

sees l\.‘s.

gynhohym:

n a word 1")(:1

exacﬂ’ or

T realized bcihs +he ycnrbook Phﬁosm?her gives
me a lot of POWER, +oo.
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i can dui&a w}\a 3:1'5 n “1‘}\: 7:arbaok ah&
who DOESN'T. And if there's Somebad)f who
ANNOYS me, T can get some revenge.

T 4ock a picture of Leon Feast after school, and
when T Flayc& around with it on the computer, AE
shrunk his head b;/ 75%. T seriouslf }\o?e +hat
ohe 3e+s ?dsi* the editors. And if it does, T give
all credit to the Mdsic. 3 Ball.

iy

Over the weekend T ot a chance +o g0 back into
Mom's closet, and T found my old Bo&y Blankie
behind her winter boots.
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T couldn’t BELIEVE it+. Td been |oakih3 for
+hat ‘{'l'*u'ha for +the Paﬁ few mh‘ﬂ'\s, and it was
in Mom's closet all nlohs.

I. 30+ +he Body Blankie as a Christmas si\f‘i‘ las+
year from Mom and Dad. When T looked at the
box, T have +o admit T wasnt too thrilled about i+.




ﬂ\n‘!‘ c}\ahsed ﬂ\e minute _L Pu‘i i+ on. Let me
Just say for the record that whoever invented the
Bc&y Blankie is a GENIUS.

You know when Pfou're wa+c}1;h3 TV with a blanket
wraPPe& around you and you want +o 3rab your

drink or the remote control, so you have to take
+the whole +1'1ih3 off 1o free up your hands?

Well, +he Bad?r Blankie SOLVES all that. T+5
like a reeular blanke+, but with sleeves +hat have
MITTENS at the ends. So you can 3“5 stuff
without ever exposing your skin to the cold air.
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The Bod?' Blankie is made of flannel, so having it
on-is like being in bed all the ime.

RODRICK So‘r a Bocly B\nhkie, oo, and T. +hink
he liked HIS even more than T liked MINE. Tn
'{nd, after Radricl: Pu‘i’ l’\is on for ﬂ\e first +ime,,
he didn+ take i+ off for Someﬂ\ihs like five &a?rs.

T think he would've s*h:‘yed in-it for 500& i+ Mom
&[dh,‘t‘ make %\im take a s}\ower.

e



Rodrick used +o ah!;/ slzz? in_his bed or on the
couch, but once he had his BOJ?‘ Blankie he Pre-Hy
much dozed off whenever the mood struck him.

Mom and Dad Pu‘t up with it for a little wl\ile,
but me ahd Roclrick Frofm*ﬂ ‘I’ook it too \{nr,
and our Bo&y Blankies n;(si'eriouﬂ;/ Jisa??znre:i
sooh after +l’\n+.

When T found my Bo&r Blankie this weekend, T
didnt know what 40 DO,
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T£ T started Puradihs around the house in i+, Mom
would know Tve been ?okins around in her closet.
The oh|?/ P!nce T could renll;r wear it was in bed,

but that seemed to kind of defeat the purpose-

But this morhih‘tj when 'I: was. 3:'H’ih3 r:nJ}J for
school, T got an idea.

T realized if T put my Bodr Blankie on UNDER
my schoal clothes, no one would even know. And

beiha in class would be like beihs in BED.

But T wish T4 'ﬂ'wus}\'l’ it ﬂ\roush a litte
better. The Bady Blankie m’s}'\-} be comfortable +o
wear w}\ile wn‘l’d‘\i\r\s TV at }\am, but wnuzihs ‘o
SCHOOL in it was a whole other matter.
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The ieﬂsihas of the Bo&;/ Blankie are reall)l
short, so you look like a penguin when yev walk.

T couldnt open my locker with the mittens,

and 'h'yihs +o do Jum?nh& Jm;ks in P}\ys £4 was
HOPELESS.

Plus, T found out the &:’sa&\tnh*}a&e of flannel is
that it gets really HOT.
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After P}\P(S Ed, the Bo&y Blankie footies were
filled with sweat, and T knew it was time to bail

on the idea.

But when T 4ried 4o take +he Bo&y Blankie
OFF, +he zipper smPPcJ.

T shouldve KNOWN never 4o trust a ?f‘oc!uf:f
+hat's advertised on TV.
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T 4ried +o wrisale out of it .l)r Pushihs M)l arms
up -ﬂ\roue}-\ +he hole where my head was, but T
couldnt get my elbows out.

T started 4o 90 into a ?anir. because there was ho
ventilation in that -H\ihs, and T was worried T

was gohnha get baked alive like a microwave burrito.

A{*l'er a minute I took a lot of &ce? breaths to
calm mysehr down. At that ?oih'f +there were onl
a few more classes +o 40, and then T could cut
mrsehf free at home.

M.?f last class was Social Studies, and we had a
test. T wasnt ?re?u.red at ALL, so T was slad
when T found out i+ was true/false.
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Because ﬂ\a‘l"s EXACTLY +h= kihd of i’l’\ihs +he
Magic 8 Ball is Sco& at.

When the test started T pulled +he Magic 8 Ball
out of m bds and went ﬂ\r'ous}ﬁ +the questions one
b}l ohe. A few of the answers didn't look rial'\‘i' to
me, but the Magic 8 Ball had gotten me THIS far,
nhci I wash+ gohha start clu:sﬁnhihs it now.

T+ was STILL PreH-)( time=consuming, -ﬂ'\aush.
Kids were hnn&.‘hs in their tests, and T wasnt
even ha\fwa}! 'H’\raush ;le'l'.




1 s+ur+v.& SeHLnS nervous ‘H‘m‘i‘ 1 wash+ gonna
finish before the bell rang, and the Magic 8 Ball
was doiha some SERIOUS stalling.

I. s}.aak i+ faster o +r)d +to 3:+ real answers, nnd
+hat's when T lost o handle on it.

The Masic 8 Ball hit the srouhd hard, and before
T could grab it, it rolled RIGHT to Mrs. Merritt.
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Just then the bell rahg, and after the class let
out, Mrs. Merritt took me down o Vice Prih:i?nl
Roy's office. Mrs. Merritt +old him she had cnus‘h-l-
me. re&-}\nh&ed usihs a "}\is}\-{'u}\ r.h:a-l'ine &:Vir.e“
on m): test.

T think Vice Pr.'hr..'?al Roy was_a_little confused,
but he took Mrs. Merritt's com?ldih-} sen’auslf
nhrwn}l. He cnned MOM, ahd ten minutes later
she was in his office.
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The got fo_give Mom credit, because she stuck
vp for me. She said +he Magie 8 Ball was Just a
"Karmless +07“ and that T COULDN'T have

been using it o cheat.

T wanted to interrupt Mom and ell_her not 4o
str:sp:d' +}1e T"!asic 8 Ball b?r cn”.'hs it oa 'I'o)r, but
T {isured that could wait until later. Plus, Mom
hadnt said anrﬂ\iha about the Ba&r Blankie 7e+
and I djclh*-!' want +o risk mnkihs l’\er mad.

aC ‘H\oua“d Vice Pn'r\ciPn'l Roy was. gonha let me
off the hook, but then he Pu“e& vp my record
on Hs com?uhr. He said M)l sra&es l\n\re been
geing downhill ln’rel?r and that T'm slipping in
e\rerr sub Jed. T}\eh he said T havent turned in a
hONEWOrk ﬂ-SSl-shl"lCh"' ‘Fﬂr 'H‘\ree Weeks-

136



Well, that r-isl’\‘!’ be true, but ever since Fr:3|c
ditched my textbooks, i+'s been a little hard for
me_to do m?{ nss.'shnzh-fs.

dﬁ\eh \.‘rn':e Prih:i?al Ror ‘h:‘h"?r dl’o??ed a bomb on
me. He said that if 'I: didnt irn?l’aVe rn}( Srn&es n
'ﬂ'\e next few weeks - I was gohna }\a\re +o 90 o
SUMMER  school.

THAT S°+ my attention. Tve heard rumors about
summer school, and it's not som‘ﬂ'\ihs L ren"r
want to be a part of.
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For one ﬂ-\ihs, :I: know *l'he}z shu*r off +’n¢ air=

cohdi-ﬁohihs durihs the summer 4o save mohe;{.

The classes are more like detention +han school,
and hone of the resuldl' +eachers are there. Thn
{nd’, 'I: hem’d ‘ﬂ\e E.h&hs}\ ‘l’:nc}\:r 'Fot' Summer
school is the JANITOR.

1; dont know if Vice Prihr.i?al Rar was JUS‘]‘ +r>/in3
+o scare me, but if he was, i+ WORKED. Because
+}\e +¥mu3}\+ of S?ehclihs m},‘ Ssummer Vacation

with Mr. Meeks is enoush to turn me into a
s-irqig]:ﬁ-A student.




ursda
T hot reaﬂ?f sure how my sra&:s got so bad,
because my- year oc-tuall)( started off Pre‘H-}(
GOOD. Tn the first quarter T got A’ and
Bs on my report card, and Mom even took me
out to get a }\a‘l’-{u&Sc sundae to celebrate r-7

ncconfalisl'\meh'}.

RODRICK got in on the action, too, even
ﬂ'\auah his re?ar‘f card that quar‘hr was lousy.

That +‘*"’3H me that even if you +r7 your bes+,

someone’s just gonna mooch off your hard work.

T krow T'm not the best student or uhy-ﬂ\ihs,

but Tve never had +o wort‘?r about going to
SUMMER. school.
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So f!’\is week I‘\Je been &oiha zVery‘l'hins I can to
get my situation under control. Mom got me a set
of used texthooks, and T've been r_n-t'chihs vp on
my assighments every h.is“\'l‘.

But some of the classes T'm ﬂuhkins dont even
HAVE homework. One is Music, and my ?roblcm
THERE is that T dont participate. None of +he
bo}(s renuf do, which is w}\f Mrs. Norton comes
ris;\'} up in our faces and tries +o get us to sing.

d YOURE A GRAND ¢
$30LD FLAG, YOURE A%?
) HIGH FLYING FLAG! J

[ ]
S

T£ Mr. Meeks is the ENGLISH teacher in

summer_school, then T dont even wanna imagine

what Music class looks like.
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T decided that, starting TODAY, T was gonna
be Mrs. Norton's best student.

So when she called my name a+ the start of class,
I s-hm& ris}ﬁ' up nhd beH‘:A out +|’\e song we Ve

been wo rkihs oh.

THERE’S A HOLE IN THE BUCKET,
J J1 DEAR LIZA, DEAR LIZA! J J3
THERE'S A HOLE 1N, THE BUCKET,

J §) DEAR LIZA, A HOLE! 4 3

&3 k




Mrs. Norton waited until T was finished, then
she said she wasn+ dskihs me to SING, she was
Just calling attendance.

All week, Moms been heI?i'ns me catch up on my
missing homework assignments, but the one ﬂ\ihs
she sn?ls I'rn gonhna have to do on OWN is +he
Science Fair ?ro\'}ec‘h Ah& ﬂ'\:ﬁ' kind of siihks,
becavse Science isnt emd'ly my strong suit.

For LAST ?mnr's Science Fair, my experiment
was oh rnehmor?}ws.‘s. I collected a dozen or so
m‘l‘er?illnrs and put +hem in a box with leaves +o
eat, and 'l"n:y all made cocoons.
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M}f Pla‘n was o open the box at the EXACT
moment +hef +urned into butterflies and blow the
Ju&ses uwuy.

I worked }mrd on it and even turned in
\al’cucc'l‘ a da?r EARLY. But I lef+ the box with
the caterpillars on the heater in the Science
classroom, and uh-For-ruha-i'elf that was the end
of +hat.
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'E&af Jvrir\s recess 1 was in the |ibrqry +r>(ih3
o sd' i&ea\s for r-?( Science Fm'r ProJed', a\h&

Be‘}sy Buck?:s came in ‘o sny *ﬂ'\e}( n:e&:d me in
+he Yenr{:ack office.

She said the Class Favorites results were in, and
she asked me to take Pic‘fures of the winners.

T didn* bother to vote this year, so T wasn+t
even sure who wds onh +’n: ballot. But once ‘H‘\e
winners started {ilins in ‘H\roua}\ +he door, it
wasnt too hard 4o f.’sure out who had won what.

MOST MOST BEST
ATHUETIC FRIENDLY  SMILE

LIK.ELY TO

158




Most of the winners were euad‘l?l who you’& expect.
Bryce Anderson won Best Hair, Cecilia Faramr
won Most Talented, and Jenna Stewart won

Best Dressed.

The ohl)/ REAL surprise was Liam Nelson, who
won Best Lookihs. But Liam works on the )Ienrﬁook
staff I‘lhtl wdS ih r.}mrse of muh'Hha up ']'l*.: Votes,
so som:‘i'hihs tells me he fu&sed the results.

When 'Fresier walked ﬂ\rnus’n the door, T got
confused. The ohl)l °“+"3°r7 T could see him
winhing was Class Clown, but T had JUS'f finished
+akir\3 J’e#rc;r Laﬂqcy‘s picture.

FLASH
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So T looked over the list Br}s;{ gave me and
found out Frcsler had been voted MOST
POPULAR. But 'ﬁ\e wn)( -\‘}\ihss l’\nve been soms
lately, T guess T shouldnt have been surprised.

T was alread;/ in a ?re-H)f bad mood when the
las+ 4wo ?zo?h wﬂu:e:l ih 'ﬂ'\c room to \\nVe ‘ﬂneir
Picﬂre taken.

T looked down at the printout, and when T
scanned all the way +o the bottom, T felt+ sick.
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Cutest Rowley Jefferson +

Couple ~ Abigail Brown

Tve had 4o do some uh\a\ensarﬂ' -Hm'hss in my life,
but believe me, NOTHING compares o what T
had to suffer +1'\rau3h +odn7.

After that T ofﬁc.‘ully resism& as 7earl>ook
Phoh:sra?}\er and turned in ,..P, camera. Because

really, there's ohly so much one person can +ake.
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So T ‘H\uus‘\‘i‘ of Erick Glick. The alwa;/s heard
he could hook you vp with an old assignment if
you were hoa Pihd\, and T fisured mn}/be he could

even get his hands on a Science Fair project.

But still, T didnt know if T wanted +o get
involved with a sha\&y character like Erick. This
was_just the kind of decision T4 ard.'hnr:l)f leave
vp to the Mnsir. 8 Ball, but ‘l‘oJa)l T was ‘l‘o‘t'n“}f

on r'ly owh.

T was ?reﬂ'}( JesP:rnﬂ, 'Hnoush, so at recess |
found Erick hahaihs out behind the school and
told him about m)f situation.

]
1
LD
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Erick said he could take care of me. He did some
kind of secret knock on a door a few feet awa
that had no handle on it. Then the door u?ehed
from the inside.

T+ 4ook a minute for Py eyes 4o ad Hust o the
Jarkhess. 'ﬂ\e room wds n??areh‘}l)l Some kihd of
s#ornse area, an& H’\ere were l’ml{ a anen ki&s

crowded around a desk with a ?ile of papers on .
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There were old book reports and hiﬁor}/ papers,
and a bunch of other stuff, too.

The person who seemed to be in charge was
Dennis Denard, whos in eighth grade but got
held back wice. 'I.’r- 3uessih3 he s‘h)lf.c{ in middle
school on PURPOSE  because he's got such a

Sm:d racket so.hg oh.

E.n'ck told Dennis I needed o Science Fair ?roje:‘l',
nh& }\e +aok me to a se?nrn‘}e areda in ‘l’}me l:mck
where there were SHELVES of old ones.
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As far as T could #ell, +he better the ?ra\jer.‘l',
the more it cost.

Decoding
the Human

One of the ?ra\jecﬂ seemed kind of familiar, and
when T took a closer look T knew why. T+ was
RODRICK’S Science Fair Pra\jec'l‘ from when HE

was in middle school.
'_£ remember Ra&rick workins on ﬂ\ﬁ- one. H.‘s

idea was to see if different -171:5 of music have an
effect on how fast flowers grow.
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So he put a PoH:cl flower in every f'l““ in the

house where there was music.

The flowers all died within two weeks, and Rodrick
ﬂ'\aus}ﬁ the music_killed +hem. But Mom +old Hrn
'ﬂ'\e reasoh 1’}\: ?iah‘!'s Jied was because he never

WATERED -+them.
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L guess +he school Just Jum?s all the old Science
Fair ?roJed‘s in the 5+°”‘3° room, whether the: 7
9ot a decent grade or not.

What +
of Musid o
flowe

rs
like bes+?

T dont know if seeing Rodrick’s old project is
what did i+, but T started }\dvihs second 'H'\oug}ﬁs
about ‘l'}u's w}mk ‘!‘hiha. I +hihk Dennis and E.rick
could tell T was getting cold feet, because 1’}\:}(

Press:;re& me to make a decision.

T 4old Dennis T didn't have any money on. me and
+that T'd come back tomorrow.
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Erick told me to 4urn my Pocl:ds inside out to
PROVE i, but T noticed the door to the outside
was open a crack and T bolted.

L L

T e e R
| ) L ey )|

I'm not sure I'm redd +to Se‘l' ihVolVed wi‘l’}\ ‘H\e
Dernis Denards and Erick Glicks of +he world
nh?(wny. Becavse ance ?lou ‘htke ‘ﬂ'\n'\' first s+z? ;
there’s ho Hurhing back.

A (A PAPIER-MACHE E,

( VOLCANO.
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Wednesda:

\h[e“, I didn*t see THIS r.om'he. One week after
Rowley and Abisnil 301' \ro‘hd Cutest CouPle, word
on the ?lqrﬁrouhd is that +}1e7're %raush.

T heard +hat Abism’l is back with her old
boﬁn’ehd, Michael Sampson, and people are saying
+‘ne oh|?f reason s}'\c 3a+ +03:+hr.r wiﬂ\ Rowhf in
the first Plar.e was to make Michael \jea]aus.

A??nrehﬂf, i+ WORKED. But from w}mﬂ' 'I.
heard, the way Rowk?r found out was kind of harsh.

S,
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But T cant s?ehé a lot of time -Fulihs sarr)t for
Rowley, becavse The got ?roblens of my OWN.

Yes+er&ay T had +o s+ay after school for the
second Jo;( in 4 row cloins research for my Science

Fair ProJec‘h which is due tomorrow.

And b?/ +he wa?r, Tm slnd T decided rot +o 90
the Dennis Denard route, because io&a;r somebod
‘h‘P?eJ off a ﬂw:.}\er, an& a Buhc}\ of ‘H’\e fncuH')(

mmb:rs s+n3:& d rm'& oh ﬂ'\: s+orn3: room.

EVERYBODY




'ﬂ\e ki&s w}w so'l' :ausl'ﬁ were sNer\ detention for
the rest of the year, and T'm sure the punishment

includes an automatic trip to summer school.

TICK
TICK
Tick

I'vg s+ill 5°+ a c}mhf.e +o 3e+ ouT of summer
s:hool, cm& I reu"r }\o?e I DO, because I Jon"\‘
want +o be staring at Dennis Denard’s swea.‘i-y
back for +he rest of +he summer.

[hursdn;

T worked on m}/ Science Fair ?r'oJed' reﬂerdny
from the time T got home until 11:30 at night.
T wouldnt say my project is gohha win the Nobel
Prize or nhrﬂ\ihﬂ, but T was Prou& of myse'lf for
actually getting it DONE.
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i i3

2
T4

T +hink Mom was pretty ha??y, +o0. But after
T was finished she went over the requirements
+hat Mrs. Abbihs-fah sent home, and it said in
|>.'5 bold letters that the written report had 4o
be TYPED.

Mom said there was no use com?'uaihihs , and that
T needed 4o get started on -|7Pih5 up +he report.

But T had a.lrea&y spent all my-energy getting
4o THAT Poih‘l‘, so T 4old Mom T was gonna
ge to sleep and wake vp extra earl?r 4o get +he
work dome.
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T set my alarm for 6:00, but when T woke up

+his morhing it was 810. T +o+a||>r freaked out

becavse T didnt remember hi-H.‘hs the snooze bar
even ONCE.

Iy "

B=a

T knew T was in trouble because T had +o leave
for school in twenty minutes and there was no

WAY I could ‘fﬂ:e ta up before +l'\eh.

But wheh I went Aowhsi'nirs, my Science Fair
ProJec+ was si‘H'ihe on +l'\e ki‘l‘ch:h *\'nble, and ﬂ\e
whole 'ﬂ\ina was 1 YPED.
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For a sewnd I ‘H’\ous}\‘i' mu}:be ﬂ\e Science
Report T"niry had come in overnight and sprinkled
some.pixie dust on the pages, but then T realized
it was MOM.

T went up +o her room to thank her, but she was
out cold.

T handed in m}.' Science Fair ?roJec+ Jurins second
\acﬁod, and T fel+ Lke o« HUGE we&sh‘f had been
lifted off my shoulders. For +he rest of the day,

T ad‘ually ENJOYED n};self at school.

Rowley, on the other hand, was not Joir\a s0 sao:!.
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A+ recess }\e JUS‘{' wah&er:& araun& wiﬂ\ a &cu.ed
look on his face, and once or twice T saw him near

the Find a Friend station.

i 'I‘}‘\ousk‘l‘ about sm'hs over and +d|kihs +to Hn,
but Mr. Nern beat me 4o it.

The more T ﬂ\ousl'ﬂ' about it, the more T realized
me_and Rowley are ?robablf better off not 5&5!\3
friends nh?rwo;(. Weve been going back and forth
for so long that enougl'\ is ehoush alree\dr.
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But seeing Rowle}/ ?lay checkers on the bench with
Mr. Nern made me feel re.ail?/ S""-H)"

T couldn't decide what 4o do about Rowler, so T
went to the one place where T knew T could get

an dnswer.

On the way home from school, T s+a??ecl b}d
Gramma's house 4o see if T could find the Hu\sic 8
Ball in her ’backyar&. T knew it was broken, but
I ‘I'l\ous}d som:}\ow I cnuld 3:‘1' ohe more Snoz!

answer out of it.

T+ took a lahs time, but T 'ﬁnnu}( found it near
+the woa&r(:ile.

T was re.ady +o concentrate real hard and ask
m?' qucsﬁoh, but that's when T roticed somﬂ\ihs
areen and s*\ihf ?okihs out from under a |os.
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T {orso‘l' all_about the Music 8 Ball and went for
+he Pldsh'c egg.

\JI
Thw

T gave it a little shake, and when T heard +he
sound it nnée, I knew EXACTLY what was inside.

T. couldn’t believe %}\e Mnsic 3 Ball }m& led me
d[rec-ﬂy 4o Meemaw's diamond ring. T+ ?robub|7
figured i+ OWED me one for every-'r}\ihs +hat's
thPemJ receh-rly.

Once T knew T had Meemaws ring, a MILLION
‘1’1\003}1'1’5 went 'l‘}\roush my head, and most of
+hem involved a Jet ?ar.k.

214



But I renemberr.& w}m‘l' Mom sdd woui& l'mﬂ)eh

i\‘r someone actually FOUND ‘H’\e riha. Ah& even
'ﬂ'\aush T could ?rabubly sell i+ for 300& money, s
not war+1’\ br:nkihs up +}\: {amﬂf over it.

So T ook the g9 and hid i+ where mbo&y will
find i+, or at least not for a while. But if Tim

ever hard up for cash, T know T can alwa.ys 90
to the spot between Tickles four and five o get
out of a Jnm.




Mohdd?:
The Magic 8 Ball mi3h+ be 3::0& for hd?ihs out
with the little decisions, but T 'Fisure +he BIG

ones are vp to me.

So at lunch -h:u&ay T went 4o the back of the
line where Rowley was sitting and asked him if he
wanted to come sit with ME. And five seconds
later it was just like old imes.

T know Momss nlwa)/s 5a;zih3 friends come and 90
and {dmil;/ is forever, and ma;rbe that's tree.

But your -an'i;{ isnt gohha be there when Meckie}/
Mingo chases you with his bel+ on your way home
from school.

216



Or_a# least until the YEARBOOK comes out. But
I---'Esur.r,.ur..mh .nlwn?!s Jr.nl..wiﬂ\ THAT later on.

WAZZN
e )
(‘;‘J'b'ikl\/___A \
S

/YN
// \
/ [ =\
Cutest Couple
R r & Abioail
ARNTYVIH U}' O nulbl'.lll
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