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About Henry:
Patrick Henry (May 29, 1736 – June 6, 1799) served as the first post-co-

lonial Governor of Virginia from 1776 to 1779. A prominent figure in the
American Revolution, Henry is known and remembered for his "Give me
Liberty, or give me Death!" speech, and one of the Founding Fathers of
the United States. Along with Samuel Adams and Thomas Paine, he is
remembered as one of the most influential (and radical) advocates of the
American Revolution and republicanism, especially in his denunciations
of corruption in government officials and his defense of historic rights.
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No man thinks more highly than I do of the patriotism, as well as abilit-
ies, of the very worthy gentlemen who have just addressed the House.
But different men often see the same subject in different lights; and,
therefore, I hope it will not be thought disrespectful to those gentlemen
if, entertaining as I do opinions of a character very opposite to theirs, I
shall speak forth my sentiments freely and without reserve. This is no
time for ceremony. The question before the House is one of awful mo-
ment to this country. For my own part, I consider it as nothing less than
a question of freedom or slavery; and in proportion to the magnitude of
the subject ought to be the freedom of the debate. It is only in this way
that we can hope to arrive at truth, and fulfill the great responsibility
which we hold to God and our country. Should I keep back my opinions
at such a time, through fear of giving offense, I should consider myself as
guilty of treason towards my country, and of an act of disloyalty toward
the Majesty of Heaven, which I revere above all earthly kings.

Mr. President, it is natural to man to indulge in the illusions of hope.
We are apt to shut our eyes against a painful truth, and listen to the song
of that siren till she transforms us into beasts. Is this the part of wise
men, engaged in a great and arduous struggle for liberty? Are we dis-
posed to be of the number of those who, having eyes, see not, and, hav-
ing ears, hear not, the things which so nearly concern their temporal sal-
vation? For my part, whatever anguish of spirit it may cost, I am willing
to know the whole truth; to know the worst, and to provide for it.

I have but one lamp by which my feet are guided, and that is the lamp
of experience. I know of no way of judging of the future but by the past.
And judging by the past, I wish to know what there has been in the con-
duct of the British ministry for the last ten years to justify those hopes
with which gentlemen have been pleased to solace themselves and the
House. Is it that insidious smile with which our petition has been lately
received? Trust it not, sir; it will prove a snare to your feet. Suffer not
yourselves to be betrayed with a kiss. Ask yourselves how this gracious
reception of our petition comports with those warlike preparations
which cover our waters and darken our land. Are fleets and armies ne-
cessary to a work of love and reconciliation? Have we shown ourselves
so unwilling to be reconciled that force must be called in to win back our
love? Let us not deceive ourselves, sir. These are the implements of war
and subjugation; the last arguments to which kings resort. I ask gentle-
men, sir, what means this martial array, if its purpose be not to force us
to submission? Can gentlemen assign any other possible motive for it?
Has Great Britain any enemy, in this quarter of the world, to call for all
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this accumulation of navies and armies? No, sir, she has none. They are
meant for us: they can be meant for no other. They are sent over to bind
and rivet upon us those chains which the British ministry have been so
long forging. And what have we to oppose to them? Shall we try argu-
ment? Sir, we have been trying that for the last ten years. Have we any-
thing new to offer upon the subject? Nothing. We have held the subject
up in every light of which it is capable; but it has been all in vain. Shall
we resort to entreaty and humble supplication? What terms shall we find
which have not been already exhausted? Let us not, I beseech you, sir,
deceive ourselves. Sir, we have done everything that could be done to
avert the storm which is now coming on. We have petitioned; we have
remonstrated; we have supplicated; we have prostrated ourselves before
the throne, and have implored its interposition to arrest the tyrannical
hands of the ministry and Parliament. Our petitions have been slighted;
our remonstrances have produced additional violence and insult; our
supplications have been disregarded; and we have been spurned, with
contempt, from the foot of the throne! In vain, after these things, may we
indulge the fond hope of peace and reconciliation. There is no longer any
room for hope. If we wish to be free—if we mean to preserve inviolate
those inestimable privileges for which we have been so long contend-
ing—if we mean not basely to abandon the noble struggle in which we
have been so long engaged, and which we have pledged ourselves never
to abandon until the glorious object of our contest shall be obtained—we
must fight! I repeat it, sir, we must fight! An appeal to arms and to the
God of hosts is all that is left us!

They tell us, sir, that we are weak; unable to cope with so formidable
an adversary. But when shall we be stronger? Will it be the next week, or
the next year? Will it be when we are totally disarmed, and when a Brit-
ish guard shall be stationed in every house? Shall we gather strength by
irresolution and inaction? Shall we acquire the means of effectual resist-
ance by lying supinely on our backs and hugging the delusive phantom
of hope, until our enemies shall have bound us hand and foot? Sir, we
are not weak if we make a proper use of those means which the God of
nature hath placed in our power. The millions of people, armed in the
holy cause of liberty, and in such a country as that which we possess, are
invincible by any force which our enemy can send against us. Besides,
sir, we shall not fight our battles alone. There is a just God who presides
over the destinies of nations, and who will raise up friends to fight our
battles for us. The battle, sir, is not to the strong alone; it is to the vigilant,
the active, the brave. Besides, sir, we have no election. If we were base
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enough to desire it, it is now too late to retire from the contest. There is
no retreat but in submission and slavery! Our chains are forged! Their
clanking may be heard on the plains of Boston! The war is inevit-
able—and let it come! I repeat it, sir, let it come.

It is in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen may cry, Peace,
Peace—but there is no peace. The war is actually begun! The next gale
that sweeps from the north will bring to our ears the clash of resounding
arms! Our brethren are already in the field! Why stand we here idle?
What is it that gentlemen wish? What would they have? Is life so dear, or
peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery?
Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what course others may take; but as
for me, give me liberty or give me death!

Patrick Henry, March 23, 1775.
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Bertrand Russell
Political Ideals
Five essays: Political Ideals; Capitalism and the Wage System; Pit-
falls in Socialism; Individual Liberty and Public Control; National
Independence and Internationalism.
Publius
The Federalist Papers
The Federalist Papers are a series of 85 articles advocating the rati-
fication of the United States Constitution. Seventy-seven of the es-
says were published serially in The Independent Journal and The
New York Packet between October 1787 and August 1788. A com-
pilation of these and eight others, called The Federalist, was pub-
lished in 1788 by J. and A. McLean.
The Federalist Papers serve as a primary source for interpretation
of the Constitution, as they outline the philosophy and motivation
of the proposed system of government. The authors of the Feder-
alist Papers wanted to both influence the vote in favor of ratifica-
tion and shape future interpretations of the Constitution. Accord-
ing to historian Richard B. Morris, they are an "incomparable ex-
position of the Constitution, a classic in political science unsur-
passed in both breadth and depth by the product of any later
American writer."
Henry David Thoreau
On the Duty of Civil Disobedience
Thoreau wrote his famous essay, On the Duty of Civil Disobedi-
ence, as a protest against an unjust but popular war and the im-
moral but popular institution of slave-owning.
Benjamin Franklin
The Articles of Confederation
The Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union, commonly re-
ferred to as the Articles of Confederation, was the first constitution
of the thirteen United States of America. The Second Continental
Congress appointed a committee to draft the 'Articles' in June 1776
and proposed the draft to the States for ratification in November
1777. The ratification process was completed in March 1781, leg-
ally federating the sovereign and independent states, allied under
the Articles of Association, into a new federation styled the

6

http://generation.feedbooks.com/book/4171.pdf
http://generation.feedbooks.com/book/2674.pdf
http://generation.feedbooks.com/book/219.pdf
http://generation.feedbooks.com/book/4053.pdf


"United States of America". Under the Articles the states retained
sovereignty over all governmental functions not specifically relin-
quished to the central government.
Adam Smith
An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations
Adam Smith's masterpiece, first published in 1776, is the founda-
tion of modern economic thought and remains the single most im-
portant account of the rise of, and the principles behind, modern
capitalism. Written in clear and incisive prose, The Wealth of Na-
tions articulates the concepts indispensable to an understanding of
contemporary society.
Thomas Jefferson
Declaration of Independence
The United States Declaration of Independence is a statement ad-
opted by the Continental Congress on July 4, 1776, announcing
that the thirteen American colonies then at war with Great Britain
were no longer a part of the British Empire. Written primarily by
Thomas Jefferson, the Declaration is a formal explanation of why
Congress had voted on July 2 to declare independence from Great
Britain, more than a year after the outbreak of the American Re-
volutionary War. The birthday of the United States of Amer-
ica—Independence Day—is celebrated on July 4, the day the
wording of the Declaration was approved by Congress.
James Madison
The United States Constitution
The Constitution of the United States of America is the supreme
law of the United States. It is the foundation and source of the leg-
al authority underlying the existence of the United States of Amer-
ica and the Federal Government of the United States. It provides
the framework for the organization of the United States Govern-
ment. The document defines the three main branches of the gov-
ernment: The legislative branch with a bicameral Congress, an ex-
ecutive branch led by the President, and a judicial branch headed
by the Supreme Court. Besides providing for the organization of
these branches, the Constitution outlines obligations of each office,
as well as provides what powers each branch may exercise. It also
reserves numerous rights for the individual states, thereby estab-
lishing the United States' federal system of government. It is the
shortest and oldest written constitution of any major sovereign
state.
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The United States Constitution was adopted on September 17,
1787, by the Constitutional Convention (or Constitutional Con-
gress[citation needed]) in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and later
ratified by conventions in each U.S. state in the name of "The
People"; it has since been amended twenty-seven times, the first
ten amendments being known as the Bill of Rights. The Articles of
Confederation and Perpetual Union was actually the first constitu-
tion of the United States of America. The U.S. Constitution re-
placed the Articles of Confederation as the governing document
for the United States after being ratified by nine states. The Consti-
tution has a central place in United States law and political cul-
ture. The handwritten, or "engrossed", original document penned
by Jacob Shallus is on display at the National Archives and Re-
cords Administration in Washington, D.C.
Karl Marx
Manifesto of the Communist Party
Manifesto of the Communist Party (German: Manifest der Kom-
munistischen Partei), often referred to as The Communist Mani-
festo, was first published on February 21, 1848, and is one of the
world's most influential political manuscripts. Commissioned by
the Communist League and written by communist theorists Karl
Marx and Friedrich Engels, it laid out the League's purposes and
program. The Manifesto suggested a course of action for a prolet-
arian (working class) revolution to overthrow the bourgeois social
order and to eventually bring about a classless and stateless soci-
ety, and the abolition of private property.
Thomas Paine
Common Sense
Enormously popular and widely read pamphlet, first published in
January of 1776, clearly and persuasively argues for American sep-
aration from Great Britain and paves the way for the Declaration
of Independence. This highly influential landmark document at-
tacks the monarchy, cites the evils of government and combines
idealism with practical economic concerns.
Thomas Paine
The American Crisis
The American Crisis was a series of pamphlets published from
1776 to 1783 during the American Revolution by eighteenth cen-
tury Enlightenment philosopher and author Thomas Paine. The
first volume begins with the famous words "These are the times
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that try men's souls". There were sixteen pamphlets in total togeth-
er often known as "The American Crisis" or simply "The Crisis".
Thirteen numbered pamphlets were published between 1776-1777
with three additional pamphlets released between 1777-1783. The
writings were contemporaneous with the early parts of the Amer-
ican Revolution, during the times that colonists needed inspiring.
They were written in a language the common man could manage
and are indicative of Paine's liberal philosophies. Paine signed
them with one of his many pseudonyms "Common Sense". The
writings bolstered the morale of the American colonists, appealed
to the English people's consideration of the war with America, cla-
rified the issues at stake in the war and denounced the advocates
of a negotiated peace.
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