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INTRODUCTION

merica has been a cradle for conspira-

cies and secret societies from its earli-
est beginnings. Christopher Columbus held
apocalyptic beliefs and claimed to have
received a vision that the world would end in
1650; he considered it his divine mission to
find a new land that would be the location of
the new heaven and new earth promised by
Saint John of the Apocalypse in the book of
Revelation. In the 1600s the master Freema-
son Sir Francis Bacon predicted that America
was the New Atlantis and that it would bring
forth a New World Order that would restore all
humankind to the earthly paradise that exist-
ed in the Golden Age of old.

By the mid-1700s Freemasonry had estab-
lished its lodges throughout Europe and had
crossed the ocean to the British colonies in
New England. George Washington, Benjamin
Franklin, John Hancock, Paul Revere, and
many others of the founding fathers were
openly proud of being Masons, and Washing-
ton, the nation’s first president, donned his
ceremonial Masonic apron to preside over the
dedication of the U.S. Capitol.

Opposite the Great Seal of the nation on
the back of the one-dollar bill, the basic unit
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of currency in the United States, is an incom-
plete pyramid with an eye floating in a glowing
triangle where the capstone should be. The
pyramid is the Great Pyramid of Cheops at
Giza, which for the Freemasons is emblemat-
ic of the legend that Egyptian civilization was
founded by survivors from the lost continent
of Atlantis. The all-seeing eye represents the
Great Architect of the Universe that guided
the founding fathers to establish a nation
that might one day reveal itself as the heir of
the fabled mysteries of Atlantis. Above the
eye is the caption Annuit Coeptis, commonly
translated as “He has favored our undertak-
ing,” and in a scroll beneath is the slogan
Novus Ordo Seclorum, “a new order of the
ages,” a New World Order.

While the Freemasons remain today as a
benign nondenominational fraternity, many
clergy members and conspiracy theorists
insist that the organization’s secret rites,
passwords, initiations, and handshakes have
their origins in the Roman mystery religions,
Egyptian rituals, and Babylonian paganism.
These same critics claim that the Freema-
sons are linked to the llluminati and other
secret societies working to achieve a New
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Introduction

World Order and a One World Government.
Together, conspiracists insist, these sinister
groups constitute powerful brotherhoods of
darkness that have exerted their influence on
every aspect of American society and are
planning to take over the world.

Petty conspiracies that circulate about politi-
cal or business rivals are as old as the human
psyche, Daniel Pipes reminds us in FrontPage
magazine (January 13, 2004); but fears about
grand, global conspiracies, “that the Illluminati
or Jews plan to take over the world,” are only
nine hundred years old and “have been opera-
tional for just two centuries, since the French
Revolution.” While royal heads were being
lopped off by Madame Guillotine, some citi-
zens were blaming the revolution on the politi-
cal manipulations of the Bavarian llluminati
and its hold on the Jacobins.

Fear of such conspiracies and shadowy
societies has made American history replete
with warnings of secret plots by the Freema-
sons, the Zionists, the Roman Catholics, the
Communists, the World Bankers, the Secret
Government, the New Agers, and the Extra-
terrestrial Invaders. Charges of conspiracy
have grown into self-perpetuating histories of
sinister cabals responsible for the assassina-
tions of Abraham Lincoln, James Garfield,
John F. Kennedy, Robert F. Kennedy, Martin
Luther King Jr., Malcolm X, and Princess Diana
of Wales. Polls indicate that increasing num-
bers of Americans believe they have not been
told the truth about Pearl Harbor, the Gulf of
Tonkin, the Oklahoma City bombing, the fires
that consumed the Branch Davidian com-
pound at Waco, or the destruction on Septem-
ber 11, 2001.

The years following 9/11 have seen what
Mike Ward, writing in PopMatters (January 3,
2003), termed “probably the most staggering
proliferation of ‘conspiracy theories’ in Ameri-
can history. Angry speculation—focused mainly
on government dirty dealings, ulterior motives,
and potential complicity in the attacks—has

(xii)

risen to a clamor that easily rivals what fol-
lowed the Kennedy assassination.”

A Reassuring Sort of Paranoia

Michael Barkun, a political scientist at Syra-
cuse University and the author of A Culture of
Conspiracy: Apocalyptic Visions in Contemporary
America (2003), has remarked that conspiracy
theories “are one way to make sense of what
happened and regain a sense of control.” Such
theories, he explains, are actually “reassuring”
because “what they say is that everything is
connected, nothing happens by accident, and
that there is some kind of order in the world,
even if it is produced by evil forces.” In Barkun’s
opinion, conspiracy theories are “psychological-
ly consoling to a lot of people.”

There seems little question that since the
end of the cold war and the collapse of the
Soviet Union in 1991, the American public
has tended to believe that their government
lies to them. Rick Ross, whose Ross Institute
of New Jersey investigates conspiracies, has
observed that more and more Americans see
manipulative forces working behind the
scenes of their own government. “The enemy
is the United States government, the enemy
is within,” Ross said to Carol Morello of the
Washington Post (October 7, 2004). “Instead
of projecting theories out [they have] become
internalized.”

Conspiracy theorists in the United States
are quick to respond that they have many
good reasons to question the government’s
behind-the-scenes dirty dealings. The FBl's
COINTELPRO really did have orders to defame,
disgrace, and dispose of war protesters, radi-
cal political groups, and freedom marchers by
any means necessary. The ClA’s insidious,
top-secret MK-ULTRA really did conduct ghast-
ly brainwashing and mind-altering drug experi-
ments that may have produced the perfect
assassins, as well as the Unabomber.

For at least fifty years the Department of
Defense has used hundreds of thousands of
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military personnel and private citizens in
experiments with mustard and nerve gas, ion-
izing radiation, and hallucinogenic drugs.
Although there were individuals who volun-
teered for some of these experiments, the two
hundred black men who were diagnosed with
syphilis in the 1932 Tuskegee Study were
never told of their illness and were used as
human guinea pigs in order to better under-
stand the symptoms of the disease. None of
the men received any kind of treatment, and
more than half of them died as a result.

In 1950, when nuclear weapons were still
in their infancy, the Department of Defense
detonated nuclear devices in desert areas,
then monitored unsuspecting civilians in
cities downwind from the blasts for medical
problems and mortality rates.

In 1966 more than a million civilians were
exposed to germ warfare when U.S. Army sci-
entists dropped light bulbs filled with bacteria
onto ventilation grates throughout the New
York City subway system.

In 1977 U.S. Senate hearings revealed
that between 1949 and 1969, at least 239
highly populated areas, including San Francis-
co, Washington, D.C., Minneapolis, St. Louis,
Key West, and Panama City, Florida, had been
contaminated with biological agents.

In 1995 evidence surfaced that the biologi-
cal agents used during the Gulf War had been
manufactured in Houston and Boca Raton
and tested on prisoners in the Texas Depart-
ment of Corrections.

In the August 26, 2005, issue of Executive
Intelligence Review, Jeffrey Steinberg discuss-
es a document coauthored by Col. Paul E. Val-
lely, commander of the Seventh Psychological
Operations Group, U.S. Army Reserve, en-
titled “From PSYOP to MindWar: The Psycholo-
gy of Victory,” and details the occult and para-
normal activities of Pentagon researchers
regarding “weapons that directly attack the
targeted population’s nervous system and
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brain functioning” and “such phenomena as
atmospheric electromagnetic activity, air ion-
ization, and extremely low frequency waves.”

Kernels of Truth

Sometimes, it seems, the paranoid are
onto something. When such conspiracies as
those just cited prove to be real, the asser-
tion that there is a kernel of truth in even the
most far-fetched conspiracy theory appears
also to be true. Conspiracies are often
replete with internal paradoxes, and some
are easily dismissed by rational folks as com-
pletely weird and crazy. Often the truth lies in
the middle, and the task of the serious
researcher is to make an intelligent discern-
ment. To dismiss some conspiracy theories
as too wild to deserve attention may result in
the last laugh being enjoyed by those who
seek to control and to manipulate others.

Michael Barkun has identified three prin-
ciples he believes can be found in every con-
spiracy theory: Nothing happens by accident.
Nothing is as it seems. Everything is connect-
ed. The essence of conspiracy beliefs, Barkun
says, “lies in attempts to delineate and
explain evil.” He also states that contempo-
rary conspiracy theories have taken on a
major new development, often conjoining the
occult, the heretical, and the unfashionable—
for example, in a combined belief in spiritual-
ism, alchemy, and Theosophy.

On this point, we disagree. In our research
we have found that for centuries the schools of
“hidden wisdom” have coexisted with rational
and materialistic progress in the Western
world. While science and technology have
advanced in the European and American cul-
tures, there have always been conspiracy theo-
ries that maintained a belief in demonology,
forbidden secrets, and a global plot by a satan-
ic secret society to obtain world domination.

Norio Hayakawa, director of the Civilian
Intelligence Network, has defined conspiratol-
ogy as a “comprehensive study of the origins,
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the role, and the effects of conspiracy theo-
ries on society,” in order to determine why
conspiracy theories are so “deeply ingrained
in the psyche of a segment of human soci-
ety.” With the advent of the Internet, anyone
can become a conspiracy theorist and broad-
cast his or her unchecked, unquestioned, and
unchallenged claims of government corrup-
tion, racist propaganda, or alien reptilian
abduction all over the world. On Google
alone, there are 222,000 Web sites devoted
to conspiracy theories and 2,250,000 dedi-
cated to secret societies. Sharing stories
about conspiracies and secret societies is
very much like spreading sinister gossip, and
one needs to develop a sense of what is true
and what is merely a reflection of someone
else’s personal prejudices and beliefs.

No Hidden Agenda Here

Readers of our previous books will know
that we believe in a Divine Plan, good eventu-
ally triumphing over evil, and the power of
everyone to be able to exercise his or her per-
sonal responsibility to resist the demons of
avarice and self-aggrandizement that inspire
people attracted to secret societies to seek to
manipulate and exploit others. As researchers

(xiv)

of the unusual and the unknown, we have tried
our best to approach this work on conspiracy
theories and secret societies without any per-
sonal agendas. We do not subscribe to any
particular conspiracy theory, and we do not
belong to any secret society.

For many years now, we have studied and
evaluated the enormous influence of conspira-
cy theories on society and how people’s beliefs
can be manipulated for good or for evil by the
promulgation of certain ideas, theories, and
belief concepts. In conventional works of histo-
ry, many historians wish to leave a record of
how noble, wise, and compassionate our
species has become in its social, moral, and
political evolution. We present in this book
more than 200 entries and nearly 100 pho-
tographs and illustrations, plus a list of
resources for further investigation and a com-
prehensive index for obsessive cross-checking:
a dossier of the more shadowy visages of
human history, the images that appear in the
dark mirrors that reflect portraits of chaos, con-
fusion, and deceit. It remains for the readers to
judge which images of humankind are the more
accurate—and it is up to the readers to work to
build a future that more accurately reflects what
they hope humankind may become.

CONSPIRACIES AND SECRET SOCIETIES
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AIDS/HIV

Conspiracy theorists argue that AIDS did not
come out of Africa, but out of secret govern-
ment laboratories that created this and other
terrible weapons of biological warfare.

he Kenyan ecologist Wangari Maathai, the

first African woman to win the Nobel
Peace Prize, took full advantage of the inter-
national attention she received to state her
claim that the AIDS virus was a deliberately

created biological agent to be used in warfare.

She disputed the theory that AIDS—acquired
immunodeficiency syndrome—had come from
monkeys, pointing out that Africans have been

living around monkeys since time immemorial.

But, she added, there was no disputing the
somber fact that 25 million out of the 38 mil-
lion infected with AIDS across the world are
Africans, and the great majority of infected
Africans are women.

The U.S. State Department congratulated
Maathai on winning the Peace Prize but dis-
agreed with her claims that the human
immunodeficiency virus (HIV) believed to
cause AIDS was invented as a bioweapon in
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some laboratory in the West for the purpose
of mass extermination. While one might
expect such a response of the State Depart-
ment, conspiracy theorists are quick to
remind us that one of the prime objectives of
the New World Order and its agents who work
in the shadows behind every government on
the planet is to decrease dramatically the
earth’s population.

Credit for the discovery of the AIDS virus
was settled by lawsuit in 1987 after Dr. Robert
Gallo of the National Cancer Institute and Luc
Montagnier of the Pasteur Institute in Paris
both claimed to have isolated the virus some-
time in 1984. The codiscoverers of the virus
have never agreed about the origin of HIV or
the birthplace of AIDS. Montagnier believed
that the origin of the virus remains a mystery
and that it was important to distinguish
between its origins and the AIDS epidemic.
Gallo, the more influential of the two scientists,
insisted that the virus could have stemmed
from a common viral ancestor found in animals
and that it was passed to humans by monkeys.
Gallo claimed that Ann Giudici Fettner, a free-
lance journalist who had lived in Africa, told him
in 1983, a year before he discovered the virus,
that AIDS came from green monkeys in central
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Wangari Maathai at a Live 8 event in Edinburgh,
Scotland, in July 2005. The famed Kenyan ecologist
and 2004 Nobel Peace Prize recipient contends the
AIDS virus was a deliberately created biological
agent to be used in warfare. Photograph by MJ Kim.
Getty Images.

Africa. However, in her book The Truth about
AIDS, Fettner never refers to green monkeys
and emphasizes her opinion that AIDS began
as an American disease. In spite of the paucity
of scientific papers to substantiate Gallo’s
green monkey theory, the explanation remained
a favorite of the media and the public and circu-
lated widely until the late 1990s when another
group of American scientists claimed that they
had discovered the origin of the virus in a
species of chimpanzee.

A large number of conspiracy theorists
have never bought the “out of Africa” and

&)

green monkey or chimp or goat explanation
for the origin of AIDS. In 1979 the first gay
men began to come down with “immunodefi-
ciency disease.” For the first year of the epi-
demic, the victims were all young, predomi-
nantly white, previously in good health, well
educated, promiscuous—and they all lived in
Manhattan. By 1980 gay men in San Francis-
co, Los Angeles, Denver, St. Louis, and Chica-
go had developed the disease. An official
AIDS epidemic was declared in June 1981.
AIDS was unknown in Africa before this time,
and the epidemic did not begin there until late
in 1982. In 1984 Gallo discovered the green
monkeys in Africa that had been incubating
the disease for centuries before the epidemic,
and he became world-famous for his work.

But now a problem of timing raises its puz-
zling head. If the first recorded cases of AIDS
were reported to the Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) in 1979, are we to believe that
all those gay men in Manhattan who contract-
ed the illness had recently traveled to Africa
and been bitten by green monkeys? Or could
there be a correlation between government-
sponsored hepatitis B experiments that
began with gay men in Manhattan in New
York City in 1978, the year before the out-
break of the HIV epidemic in 19797 Interest-
ingly, similar hepatitis B experiments were
sponsored by the government in San Francis-
co, Los Angeles, Denver, St. Louis, and Chica-
go in 1980. Word was that the experimental
vaccine injected into all those gay men had
been developed in chimpanzees.

Early in the 1970s rumors had begun cir-
culating about secret government research in
biowarfare and about scientists who were
conducting experiments in “speciesjumping,”
mixing viruses and seeding them into animal
and human cell cultures. In 1971 President
Richard Nixon combined the U.S. Army’s
biowarfare department at Fort Detrick, Mary-
land, with the National Cancer Institute.
Although the combination was explained to
the public as part of the president’s “War on
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Cancer,” the program also united the army’s
DNA and genetic engineering programs with
anticancer research and molecular biology
projects. In addition, cancer research pro-
grams conducted by private companies were
blended into anticancer research projects of
the CIA, the CDC, and the World Health Orga-
nization. As research progressed, dozens of
new laboratory hybrids, recombinant and
mutant viruses, were engineered, and a few
scientists with social consciences began to
warn others that some of the newly designed
viruses could be extremely dangerous if
released from the laboratory. Because of the
efforts of a few whistle-blowers, word got out
that government scientists had achieved a
synthetic biological agent that did not exist
naturally and for which no natural immunity
could be acquired.

Knowledge of what had been achieved
spread rapidly to other government
researchers throughout the world. In 1973
the Danish pathologist Johannes Clemmesen
warned that the transmissibility of such
genetically altered viral agents could cause a
world epidemic of cancer if they ever left the
confines of the laboratory. Then, in 1979, his
dire prophecy began to come to pass with the
outbreak of AIDS in Manhattan among the
gay population.

Although most individuals are content with
Robert Gallo’s explanation that the AIDS epi-
demic is the result of a primate virus jumping
species, conspiracy theorists have developed
a number of their own explanations for
AIDS/HIV. Here are some of the most persis-
tent theories:

- Edward Hooper, author of The River: A
Journey to the Source of HIV-AIDS,
advances the theory that HIV evolved
from SIV (simian immunodeficiency
virus), found in the chimpanzee. Hooper
outlines a scenario that has as its villain
Dr. Hilary Koprowski, a virologist working
for Philadelphia’s Wistar Research Insti-
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tute, who in the early 1950s used a
hastily brewed chimpanzee kidney culture
to concoct a million doses of oral vaccine
for a mass experimental polio vaccina-
tion program in the Belgian Congo.
Koprowski's urgency and haste in con-
ducting the mass vaccination was fos-
tered by the pharmaceutical company’s
putting pressure on him to beat Dr. Salk
and Dr. Sabin to the market with the first
commercially available polio vaccine.

- The World Health Organization, con-

trolled by the New World Order, created
the AIDS epidemic by deliberately admin-
istering contaminated vaccines to peo-
ple in third-world countries in the 1970s.
Africa was targeted first, in a smallpox
eradication program, so that a link could
be subsequently made that AIDS had
originated in Africa.

- Sometime around 1977, U.S. military

scientists bioengineered HIV at Fort Det-
rick by splicing the Visna and HTLV virus-
es. It was tested on prison inmates who
volunteered to be injected with the virus
in exchange for an early release. From
these released prisoners, the virus
spread to a wider segment of the popu-
lation, especially to the gay community.

- The Soviet KGB created the viruses,

then planted disinformation that the CIA
was behind the spread of the disease.

- AIDS was the product of biowarfare

research conducted by the U.S. govern-
ment for the express purpose of elimi-
nating excess population among blacks,
homosexuals, and other social groups.

- Dr. Alan Cantwell (AIDS and the Doctors

of Death: An Inquiry into the Origin of the
AIDS Epidemic and Queer Blood: The
Secret AIDS Genocide Plot) believes HIV
is a genetically modified virus that was
introduced by U.S. government scien-
tists into the gay and bisexual popula-
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tion under the guise of hepatitis B exper-
iments between 1978 and 1981 in Man-
hattan, Los Angeles, St. Louis, Denver,
and Chicago.

- Dr. Gary Glum (Full Disclosure) claims
he received top-secret intelligence that
the AIDS virus was created at Cold
Spring Harbor Laboratory in Cold Spring
Harbor, New York. The World Health
Organization and the Red Cross are
complicit in the conspiracy to spread
AIDS, which was released in 1978 as
part of the overall population-control
plan of the llluminati and the New World
Order. Glum warns that the virus is far
more easily transmitted than medical
reports have stated and can be spread
through kissing, mosquito bites, and
casual contact. Dr. Glum also maintains
that Upjohn Pharmaceuticals has a
number of medical cures for AIDS, but
distribution of the substances has been
suppressed by the government.

+ Louis Farrakhan’s Nation of Islam and
the New Black Panther Party have
accused Jewish doctors of creating AIDS
as a means of destroying black people
throughout the world.

+ Dr. Leonard G. Horowitz (Emerging Virus-
es: AIDS and Ebola—Nature, Accident, or
Intentional? and Death in the Air: Global-
ism, Terrorism, and Toxic Warfare) theo-
rizes that such U.S. government defense
contractors as Litton Bionetics engi-
neered AIDS to target Jews, blacks, and
Hispanics as the first to be eliminated in
a massive population-control program.
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AIRSHIP OF 1897

In 1897, years before any known terrestrial
agency had accomplished heavier-than-air flight,
members of a secret society in contact with
extraterrestrials piloted a large airship, often
described as resembling a cone-shaped steam-
boat, across the United States and later
throughout the world.

n 1897 the world was poised confidently on

the brink of the twentieth century. In 1893
Karl Benz and Henry Ford had built their first
four-wheeled automobiles. In 1895 Auguste
and Louis Lumiére had invented the cine-
matograph, Guglielmo Marconi had invented
radio telegraphy, and Konstantin Tsiolkovsky
had formulated the principle of rocket reac-
tion propulsion.

The Royal Automobile Club was founded in
London in 1897, and cars on the ground were
going faster every year. But there were no
heavier-than-air vehicles racing across the
skies—and a good number of brilliant scien-
tists declared that it was aerodynamically
impossible to build such flying machines.

And yet, on April 7, 1897, citizens of Wes-
ley, lowa, sighted a cone-shaped airship with
brightly illuminated windows in its side. The
witnesses were unable to determine how it
was propelled or what sustained it in the air.

On April 15 the airship landed two miles
north of Springfield, lllinois. The craft’s occu-
pants explained that they had landed to
repair their electrical apparatus and search-
light equipment.

CONSPIRACIES AND SECRET SOCIETIES
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On April 17 the airship returned to lowa and
set down outside of Waterloo. One of the occu-
pants brandished a rifle to keep the curious sev-
eral hundred yards from the machine. Journal-
ists described the airship as being about forty
feet long and constructed like a giant cigar, with
winglike attachments on the sides and a steer-
ing apparatus in the rear. The machine was sur-
mounted by a cupola on its roof.

During April 21 and 22 the airship barn-
stormed Arkansas and Texas. In Harrisburg,
Arkansas, it awakened a former senator after
midnight. Members of the flight crew
informed him that the builder of the craft was
a brilliant inventor from St. Louis who had
discovered the secret of suspending the laws
of gravity. Nineteen years had been invested
in building the airship, but because it was not
quite perfected, the crew preferred to travel
at night. Once they had accomplished a suc-
cessful voyage to the planet Mars, they would
put the airship on public exhibition.

On April 24 a prominent Texas farmer was
awakened at midnight by a strange whirring
sound and the brilliant lights of what he
assumed were angels in a celestial vehicle.
The visitors informed him that they came not
from heaven, but from a small town in lowa,
where five such airships had been construct-
ed. The craft were built of a newly discovered
material that had the property of self-suste-
nance in the air. The motive power was a
highly condensed electricity.

Throughout the following weeks, landing
and contact reports came from areas all
across the United States. During the summer
months of 1897, sightings were reported from
other parts of the world as well. In July and
August mysterious aerial objects were seen
over Sweden and Norway. On August 13 what
appeared to be the same aerial craft was
sighted off the coast of Norway and over Van-
couver, British Columbia, on the same day.

In 1898 Count von Zeppelin announced his
achievement of a dirigible, but the early mod-

CONSPIRACIES AND SECRET SOCIETIES

els had such a restricted flying range that
great difficulties were encountered in making
successful flights from Germany to England.
In 1903 Orville and Wilbur Wright accom-
plished the first flight with a heavier-than-air
vehicle with a craft that managed to stay aloft
for twelve seconds and travel 120 feet. But in
1897 no terrestrial agency had constructed
an aerial vehicle that could traverse the globe
with the speed and ease of the airship piloted
by the mysterious inventors from lowa or St.
Louis. Because of this fact, many researchers
believe that the builders of the 1897 airship
belonged to a secret society, perhaps one
that had been in touch with extraterrestrial
intelligences—or their records and artifacts—
for thousands of years.

Numerous European occult groups have
been molded around the belief that a secret
society centuries ago achieved a high level of
scientific knowledge and has carefully guard-
ed this dangerous learning from the rest of
humanity ever since. A common theme is
that certain men of genius in ancient Egypt
and Persia were given access to the records
of the advanced technologies of the antedilu-
vian world. Many hundreds of years ago,
these ancient masters learned to duplicate
many of the feats of the Titans of Atlantis—
and attracted the attention of extraterrestri-
als who had been monitoring Earth for signs
of advanced intelligence.

The decision to form a society within a
society may have reflected the members’
highly developed moral sense and their
recognition of the awesome responsibility
that possessing this ancient knowledge
placed upon them. They may have decided to
keep their own counsel until the rest of the
world became enlightened enough to deal
wisely with such a high degree of technical
accomplishment. Yet now and then the
secret society may conclude that the time is
propitious to make one of its discoveries
known to the outside world. Such interven-
tion in the affairs of the great mass of
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humanity is usually accomplished by carefully
feeding certain fragments of research to
“outside” scientists whose work and attitude
have been adjudged particularly deserving.

On the other hand, the secret society’s
members may feel little or no responsibility of
any kind to those outside the group. They may
be merely biding their time until they turn
most of humanity into their slaves. For hun-
dreds of years, certain scholars have worried
about global conspiracies being conducted by
secret societies waiting until the right moment
to achieve complete world domination.

The mysterious airship disappeared from
the skies for twelve years. On March 24,
1909, a police constable in Peterborough,
England, reported having heard a sound simi-
lar to a motorcar overhead. Looking up, he
spotted an airship shining a powerful light and
traveling as fast as an express train. By July
the strange aerial machine was sighted in the
skies over New Zealand, and it remained
there for six weeks before it returned to the
United States. There was one reported over-
flight in the New England area in August, then
the airship disappeared until the night of
December 12, when residents of Long Island
heard a buzzing sound, resembling the rattle
and hum of a high-speed motor, coming from
the starlit skies above them.

The last reported airship sighting came
from Memphis, Tennessee, on January 20,
1910. A number of witnesses saw a craft fly-
ing very high in the air and at a high rate of
speed. It crossed the Mississippi River into
Arkansas, veered slightly to the south, and
disappeared.

Perhaps the secret society no longer felt that
it was necessary to inspire the “outsiders” to
pursue the science of aeronautics, for by 1910
the first woman pilot had obtained her license,
and there had already been an international avi-
ation competition held in Rheims, France, a
flight from the deck of a seagoing cruiser, and a
takeoff from water by a floatplane.

6)
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ALCHEMY

Some medieval alchemists summoned demons
to assist them in their discoveries. Others may
have been contacted by extraterrestrials. The
ancient demonic knowledge or alien science is
passed on by certain secret societies today.

he essence of medieval alchemy lay in

the belief that certain incantations and
rituals could persuade or command angelic
beings to change base metals into precious
ones. The seven principal angels whose favor
the alchemist sought were Michael, who sup-
posedly could transmute base metals into
gold and dissolve any enmity directed toward
the alchemist; Gabriel, who fashioned silver
and foresaw the future; Samuel, who protect-
ed against physical harm; and Raphael,
Sachiel, Ansel, and Cassiel, who could create
various gems and guard the alchemist from
attack by negative entities.

Members of the clergy were skeptical that
the alchemists were truly calling upon angels,
rather than demons in disguise, and they
recalled the words of the church father Tertul-
lian (c. 160-240), who confirmed earlier
beliefs that the “sons of God” referred to in
Genesis were evil corrupters who bequeathed
their wisdom to mortals with the sole inten-
tion of seducing them to mundane pleasures.

Some students of the history of alchemy
have stated that crumbling, yellowed
records of the alchemists remain in dusty
libraries—more than 100,000 ancient vol-
umes written in a code that has never been
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Depiction of an alchemist, c. 1660. Engraving by W. Baillie after a painting by David Teniers the Younger. Hul-

ton Archive/Getty Images.

sufficiently deciphered. Evidence disinterred
from the alchemists’ libraries in Europe sug-
gests that certain medieval and Renais-
sance practitioners conducted experiments
with photography, radio transmission,
phonography, and aerial flight, as well as the
endless quest to transmute base metals
into gold. If individuals of exceptional intel-
lect, power, and wealth actually did achieve
a high degree of technical accomplishment
several centuries ago, perhaps alien life
forms established an alliance with some of
them, deeming them worthy of receiving the
benefits of extraterrestrial superscience.
Perhaps we have early instances in which
the mysterious Men in Black (MIB) visited a
select number of Earth scientists.

CONSPIRACIES AND SECRET SOCIETIES

On December 27, 1666, when Johann
Friedrich Schweitzer, called Helvetius, was
working in his study at The Hague, a stranger
attired all in black appeared and informed
him that he would remove all Helvetius’
doubts about the existence of the legendary
philosopher’s stone that could serve as the
catalyst to change base metals into gold.
The stranger immediately drew from his
pocket a small ivory box containing three
pieces of metal of the color of brimstone
and, for their size, extremely heavy. The man
proclaimed that with those three bits of
metal, he could make as much as twenty
tons of gold.

Helvetius examined the pieces of metal,
taking opportunity of a moment’s distraction
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to scrape off a small portion with his thumb-
nail. Returning the metal to his mysterious
visitor, he asked that he perform the process
of transmutation before him. The stranger
answered firmly that he was not allowed to
do so. It was enough that he had verified the
existence of the metal to Helvetius. It was
his purpose only to offer encouragement to
alchemical experiments.

After the man’s departure, Helvetius pro-
cured a crucible and a portion of lead into
which, when the metal was in a molten state, he
threw the stolen grain he had secretly scraped
from the stranger’s stone. The alchemist was
disappointed when the grain evaporated and
left the lead in its original state.

Some weeks later, when he had almost for-
gotten the incident, Helvetius received anoth-
er visit from the stranger. This time the man
in black transmuted several ounces of lead
into gold. Then he permitted Helvetius to
repeat the process by himself, and the
alchemist converted six ounces of lead into
very pure gold.

Later Helvetius demonstrated the power of
the philosopher’s stone in the presence of the
Duke of Orange and many other prestigious
witnesses. After repeated demands for such
incredible demonstrations, Helvetius exhaust-
ed the small supply of catalytic pieces that he
had received from the mysterious visitor.
Search as he might, he could not find the man
in all of north Holland or learn his name—nor
did the stranger ever again visit him.

An increasing number of UFO investigators
firmly believe that certain secret societies
behind our terrestrial power structures have
been communicating with alien intelligence
and receiving guidance from them. Some the-
orists go so far as to declare that every major
improvement in our culture, our science, our
technology—literally every major turn
humankind has taken throughout history—
resulted from this behind-the-scenes alien
manipulation.

8)

Principal among these secret societies,
and the group most often named as the con-
duit for alien control of world governments, is
the Illuminati, founded in 1776 by a German
law professor named Adam Weishaupt. Per-
sistent researchers claim to have traced the
history of the llluminati back to the ancient
Temple of Wisdom in Cairo.

Albertus Magnus (c. 1193-1280), bishop
of Ratisbon, is said to have been another
alchemist who achieved the transmutation of
base metals into gold by means of the
philosopher’s stone. Magnus is also credited
with other extraordinary accomplishments,
including the invention of the pistol and the
cannon. In addition, he reportedly was able to
exert control over atmospheric conditions,
once even transforming a cold winter’s day
into a pleasant summer’s afternoon so he
and his guests could dine comfortably out-
side. Tradition has it that Magnus
bequeathed the philosopher’s stone to his
distinguished pupil Saint Thomas Aquinas;
but once the devout Aquinas had it in his
possession, he destroyed it, fearful that the
accusations of Magnus’ having communed
with Satan might be true.

Many other alchemists, although never wit-
nessing the legendary philosopher’s stone,
achieved discoveries of lasting value to
humanity. Ramon Llull (1235-1315) was
credited with the discovery in about 1275 of
ethoxythane (ether); Paracelsus
(1493-1541) was the first to describe zinc
and various chemical compounds to medi-
cine; Blaise de Vigenére (1523-96) discov-
ered benzoic acid. Discoveries increased dur-
ing the Renaissance, when such men as
Basil Valentine (fifteenth century) discovered
sulphuric acid and Johann Friedrich Boettich-
er (1682-1719) became the first European
to produce porcelain.

If an ancient secret society of alchemists
and alien superscientists developed a tech-
nology that they have managed to keep hid-
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den from outsiders, the matter in perpetual
debate is whether the Secret Ones are
benevolently guiding us to a time when they
can share their accomplishments more open-
ly or are merely awaiting the appropriate
moment to conquer the entire world.
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ALIEN ABDUCTIONS

Millions of men and women are being abducted
by extraterrestrials and forced to endure med-
ical examinations aboard spaceships in order
to determine their eligibility for alien-human
crossbreeding experiments. Preparatory to a
global invasion of Earth, aliens are creating
hybrids to serve as a fifth column within the
human population.

Estimates presented at a conference held
at the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology in June 1982 suggested that from
several hundred thousand to more than three
million adults in the United States alone have
had abduction experiences with UFO entities.

David Webb, an Arlington, Massachusetts,
a solar physicist and cochairman of the Mutu-
al UFO Network, has stated that space aliens
have abducted one out of every eight people
who have reported seeing UFOs. In many
cases, Webb said, the victims undergo some
kind of examination, but they usually remem-
ber nothing of the on-board experience.

The case of Betty and Barney Hill, a couple
then in their forties, has become the arche-
typal example of humans abducted, exam-
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ined, and probed by aliens from another
world. On September 19, 1961, Betty, a
social worker and supervisor of the New
Hampshire Welfare Department, and Barney,
a mail carrier who was on the governor of
New Hampshire’s Civil Rights Commission,
were returning to their home in New Hamp-
shire from a short Canadian vacation when
they noticed a bright object in the night sky
and stopped to investigate with a pair of
binoculars. Barney perceived what appeared
to be windows—and strange beings looking
back at him. The Hills got back in their car
and began to race down the road. Suddenly
unable to control their movements, they were
taken from the car and, in a trancelike condi-
tion, led to the UFO by humanoids.

The Hills recalled the sensational details
of their story only under hypnosis, for the
couple had a complete loss of memory con-
cerning the nearly two hours during which
they were the chosen guests of the UFO-
nauts. When the Hills began weekly hypnosis
sessions with Benjamin Simon, a Boston psy-
chiatrist, an astonishing pastiche of bizarre
physical and mental examinations was
revealed. Both told of being examined by
aliens in much the same manner as human
scientists might treat laboratory animals.
Although they had been given hypnotic sug-
gestions that they would forget their experi-
ence, their induced amnesia had apparently
ruptured in rehypnosis.

Under hypnosis in 1964 Betty, with little or
no understanding of astronomy, drew her
impressions of a star map that she had seen
aboard the alien spaceship. The map was
interpreted by Marjorie Fish, an amateur
astronomer, member of Mensa, and Ohio
schoolteacher. Betty’s map showed the loca-
tion of two stars called Zeta 1 and Zeta 2
Reticuli, allegedly the home base of the
space travelers, as well as several other
stars in the same part of the sky. Interesting-
ly, the existence of two of the stars on the
map was not confirmed by astronomers until

9



Alien Abductions

1969 in the Gliese Catalogue of Nearby
Stars, the standard reference work.

During the night of January 6, 1976, three
Liberty, Kentucky, women were abducted by
aliens and kept for more than an hour. When
they regained consciousness, Louise Smith
complained that her neck hurt. When Mona
Stafford examined it, she saw a strange red
mark like a burn that had not blistered,
about three inches long and an inch wide.
Elaine Thomas’s neck had the same type of
mark on it.

Although the peculiar burn marks disap-
peared in about two days, the three women
still could not account for the missing time—
nor could they recall more about that night
than having seen a UFO overhead and Louise
Smith screaming that she could not control
her rapidly accelerating automobile.

Later, under hypnosis sessions conducted
by Dr. R. Leo Sprinkle, Elaine Thomas remem-
bered that she had been placed on her back
in a long, narrow chamber. There were small,
dark figures perhaps four feet tall standing
near her. One of them placed a blunt instru-
ment against her chest that caused her a
great deal of pain.

Louise Smith recalled the frightening
appearance of the humanoids and the bizarre
environment in which she found herself.

Mona Stafford remembered lying on a
table in what seemed to be some kind of
operating room. At one point she felt as if her
eyes were being pulled out of her skull. At
another time, her stomach was blown up like
a balloon. She also reported that a number
of aliens pulled at her feet, then bent them
backward and twisted.

There are numerous accounts in circulation
of human-alien sexual interaction during
abduction experiences. One of the earliest
such reports came from Brazil and was origi-
nally published in the magazine O Cruzeiro.
Dr. Olvao Fontes, one of the original investiga-
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tors of the incident, stated that the abductee,
Antonio Villas Boas, was a twenty-three-year-
old farmer near the town of Francisco de
Sales in the state of Minas Gerais. On the
night of October 15, 1957, Antonio was plow-
ing alone when an egg-shaped aerial vehicle
hovered over his tractor. A few minutes later
the object landed, and four occupants
dressed in tight-fitting coveralls made of a
thick, but soft, gray cloth emerged from it.
One of the beings grabbed Antonio’s arms,
but he managed to wrench himself free. (The
young, well-muscled farmer said later that his
abductors were about his height—five feet
four—and strength.) He had not gone far, how-
ever, when three other beings got hold of his
arms and legs and lifted him off the ground.

Inside the vehicle the aliens brought Anto-
nio to a brightly lighted room. He later said
that their speech sounded to him like a
series of doglike barks. The young farmer
was stripped naked and thoroughly exam-
ined. When the beings had finished their
examination, he was left alone to rest on a
couch. He had not lain there long before he
became aware that gray smoke with a dis-
agreeable, suffocating odor had entered the
room. Antonio was forced to relieve his nau-
sea by vomiting in a corner.

After a few more minutes, the door to the
room opened and a well-proportioned and
totally naked woman walked in to join Antonio
on the couch. The alien seductress had large
blue eyes that seemed to slant outward, a
straight nose, high cheekbones, a nearly lip-
less mouth, and a sharply pointed chin. In
spite of the stressful physical examination
that he had just endured, Antonio found him-
self responding to her frank sexual advances.
Later he told investigators that the beings
must somehow have dosed him with an
aphrodisiac.

After the sexual act had been consummat-
ed, Antonio’s clothing was returned, and an
alien male indicated that he should get
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dressed. It was clear that his abductors were
finished with him. The next day Antonio
became ill. His eyes began to burn and a
series of sores broke out on his arms and legs.
In the center of each of the sores was a little
lump that was very itchy. Two weeks later his
face became speckled with yellowish spots.

Ever since the 1960s, alien abductions
have been reported with alarming frequency.
Many researchers maintain that the kidnap-
pings and physical examinations are part of
an alien program of interbreeding. In numer-
ous instances, such as in the case of Antonio
Boas, the aliens bring one of their women,
whose egg is ready to be fertilized, to an
earthman for insemination.

Some investigators argue that for pregnan-
cy to occur during a sexual act, the male and
female must be of the same species. Others
counter that alien superscience might have
evolved some remarkable method of DNA
manipulation or cloning. Either thought is
unsettling.

Many researchers say that if we were to
read the creation story in Genesis from the
historical perspective of our current aware-
ness of genetic engineering, the interaction
between the “sons of God” and the fair
daughters of men assumes a rather different
interpretation: “And it came to pass, when
men began to multiply on the face of the
earth and daughters were born to them, that
the sons of God saw the daughters of men
were fair; so they took them wives of all
whom they chose.... There were giants on the
earth in those days; and also after that, for
the sons of God came in unto the daughters
of men, and they bore children to them, and
they became giants who in the olden days
were men of renown” (Gen. 6:1-4).

If the fallen angels of Genesis were actually
extraterrestrials conducting experiments on
female members of the developing strain of
primitive humans, then rather than decadent
heavenly beings sinning with Earth’s daughters,
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they were scientists carrying out a directive to
provide early humankind with a genetic boost.

In the apocryphal book of Enoch (7:12), we
learn more of the nonterrestrial entities who
desire the daughters of men for their own
interests: “It happened after the sons of men
had multiplied in those days, that elegant,
beautiful daughters were born to them. And
when the angels, the sons of heaven, beheld
them, they became enamored of them, saying
to each other: Come, let us select for our-
selves wives from the progeny of men, and
let us beget children.”

Abductees speaking at the Mutual UFO
Network’s Washington, D.C., conference in
June 1987 reported frightening and disorient-
ing aspects of their experiences. They told of
the frustration of being partially paralyzed
and taken without their consent to undergo
medical examinations. They said that they
often remembered the events only in frag-
ments and flashes until they underwent hyp-
notic regression.

Whitley Strieber admitted that when he
first realized he had been abducted, he was
suicidal. Then he began to investigate some
UFO literature and discovered that others had
endured similar experiences. He sought out
the services of a hypnotist, thinking perhaps
that would alleviate his ordeal, and he wrote
the book Communion hoping the memories
and the feelings would go away.

Strieber said he had received thousands
of letters from other abductees—people who
do not welcome publicity, including entertain-
ers, political leaders, and members of the
armed forces in high positions. All of these
abductees reported a basic progression of
emotions, moving from uneasy, fragmented
recollections to a clear memory accompanied
by fear.

R. Leo Sprinkle, formerly on staff at the Uni-
versity of Wyoming in Laramie, has speculated
that hundreds of thousands of people may
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have undergone a UFO abduction experience
but were not aware of it at the time. Sprinkle
lists several characteristics common among
people who have had such experiences:

1. An episode of missing time. They know
that “something” happened between
two points of consciousness, but they
can't fill in the missing time.

2. Disturbing dreams about flying saucers
and about being pursued and captured,
then examined by doctors in white coats.

3. Daytime flashbacks of UFO experi-
ences. While going about their normal
daytime activities, abductees will flash
back to some kind of UFO image or UFO
entity.

4. Strange compulsions, such as a strong
wish to travel to a certain location or to
complete a certain task.

5. A sudden interest in UFOs. The
abductee may suddenly want to read
about UFOS, ancient history, or pyra-
mids and crystals, without knowing why.
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ALIEN AUTOPSY

If this film of an alien autopsy being secretly
performed by U.S. government doctors is
authentic, it is the most important footage ever
made in the history of motion pictures.

L ondon-based film producer Ray Santilli
claims that he had never heard any of the
stories about the crash of an extraterrestrial
vehicle near Roswell, New Mexico, in June
1947, nor was he at all familiar with the
rumors of dead aliens strewn near the wreck-
age. He happened to be in Cleveland, Ohio, in
the summer of 1993 in search of some rare
footage of Elvis Presley, never imagining that
he would have an opportunity to purchase
some even rarer film of a major cosmic event.

According to Santilli, an elderly freelance
cameraman who had shot the footage of
Elvis for Universal News in the summer of
1955 sold him the three-minute sequence of
Presley, then offered to sell some very differ-
ent material that he had filmed during his
time in the military. The cameraman, now in
his eighties, explained that the footage came
from the Roswell crash site and that it includ-
ed some incredible images of the autopsy of
one or more aliens from the flying saucer.

Although ignorant of the Roswell incident,
Santilli became interested in the alleged
alien autopsy. The cameraman didn’t appear
to be a nut or a scam artist, so Santilli
agreed to view the film. When they arrived at
the man’s home, the veteran cameraman put
a reel on an old projector and projected the
images directly on the wall.

What Santilli witnessed in the old camera-
man’s home in Cleveland in 1993 is allegedly
what millions saw on their television screens
on the evening of August 28, 1995, on the
Fox network’s “Alien Autopsy: Fact or Fic-
tion?” At first the images are hazy, but then
the viewer sees, lying on an autopsy table,
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Display showing an alien autopsy at a UFO museum in Roswell, New Mexico. Peregrine Mendoza/Fortean Pic-

ture Library.

what appears to be a smallish humanoid with
a swollen belly (with no navel), huge dark
eyes, a damaged right leg, a broken and
swollen left leg, a cut-off right hand, and a
bruise at the temple. Soon the pathologists
are cutting the creature open and removing
body organs that appear to be from an alien
species. The entity resembles a human being
in many ways, except for its innards—and its
twelve fingers and twelve toes.

Santilli said later that he thought the
footage incredible and offered immediately to
buy it. The cameraman told him that on June
2,1947, he had received direct orders from
General Clement McMullen informing him that
there had been a crash in the White Sands
area and that he was to go there immediately
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and film everything he could. Santilli came
away with twenty-two reels of film, twenty-one
safety prints, and one negative.

UFO researchers were arguing about the
controversial film long before it was shown
on Fox. Many condemned it outright as a
hoax because the alien looked too human to
be an extraterrestrial or in some way didn't fit
their conception of how an alien Roswell
crash victim should look. Others championed
the footage and believed that it would con-
vince millions—and most of all the scientific
establishment—that UFOs from outer space
were visiting Earth. Some UFOlogists argued
that in their opinion the alien in the autopsy
room could not have come from the Roswell
crash, but had been retrieved from an earlier
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Alien Autopsy

UFO crash site near Socorro, New Mexico.
And then there were the purists who were
offended by the very thought of commercially
exploiting what could be the most important
film of the century.

An analysis of the film confirmed the elder-
ly cameraman’s claim that the autopsy
footage had been shot on vintage 16mm film
and that it had likely been filmed with a Bell
& Howell Filmo Camera, favored by the U.S.
military in the 1940s. Samples cut from a
number of leaders from the film and sent for
analysis to Kodak labs in Hollywood, London,
and Copenhagen revealed identifying sym-
bols used by Kodak from 1947 to 1967. Bob
Shell, editor of Shutterbug magazine, was
given two segments of three frames each of
the autopsy room footage. Shell, a photo
technical consultant for the FBI, confirmed
the snippets to be pre-1956 film.

Concerning the props used in the autopsy
footage, every artifact appears to date from
circa 1947. The telephone is an AT&T model
from 1946. The wall clock is a model popular
since 1938. The instruments utilized in the
autopsy itself were confirmed as standard for
the time period by Dr. Cyril Wecht, a highly
respected forensic scientist, ex-president of
the American Academy of Forensic Sciences.

While the props check out as accurate,
researchers have many problems with the
alien corpse. In this time of remarkably realis-
tic special effects in motion pictures, even the
most earnest defender of the authenticity of
the footage has to concede that it would be
no problem for a Hollywood makeup specialist
to create a realistic alien body. Is the badly
mutilated corpse on the autopsy table that of
an extraterrestrial space traveler, a young
female human with polydactylism (having
more than the normal number of fingers and
toes), a young polydactylic female human who
died of Turner’s syndrome, or a foam rubber
model of young female with polydactylism,
Turner’s syndrome, and other anomalies?
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Turner’s syndrome affects about one in
every 2,500 females, and a deceased victim
of the syndrome was named by many physi-
cians as a likely candidate for the “alien” on
the table. The identifying characteristics of
Turner’'s syndrome are short stature (a mean
height of four feet seven inches); lack of sec-
ondary sexual characteristics; medical prob-
lems, such as ear, eye, and thyroid difficul-
ties; and secondary features such as low-set
ears, low hairline, webbed neck, and puffy
hands and feet. Because such characteris-
tics are evident in the “alien body,” many
pathologists did not believe that they were
seeing a dummy in the autopsy footage.

On the other hand, there were a number of
pathologists who did not believe that they
were seeing either a dummy or a human
being in the autopsy film. Professor Christo-
pher Milroy, Home Office pathologist, Univer-
sity of Sheffield, commented that although
the close-up of the entity’s brain was a bit out
of focus, it did not have the appearance of a
human brain. Professor M. J. Mihatsch of the
University of Basel, Switzerland, admitted
that he could not identify as human any of
the organs the doctors in the footage
removed from the alien. Wecht, famous for
his testimony in such trials as those of O. J.
Simpson and Scott Peterson, said that he
could not place the organs in a human
abdominal context and could not associate
them in any way with the human body as he
knew it. Professor Pierluigi Baima Bollone,
University of Turin, concluded that there was
not one single organ that in any way resem-
bled any human organ. In general, there
seemed to be a consensus among patholo-
gists all over the world that the body on the
table was not a dummy, but that of some bio-
logical being, extraterrestrial or not.

The controversy over the alien autopsy film
is not likely to fade away. Some researchers
consider it the most ingenious hoax of the
century; others laugh and wonder that any
UFO investigator could take the footage seri-
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ously. According to some investigators, Ray
Santilli continues to make controversial state-
ments about the origins of the film and has
perhaps inadvertently done more damage to
his own credibility than all the debunkers’
efforts to prove him a scam artist combined.
From his arrival on the UFO scene, Santilli
demonstrated his ignorance of the field of
research and his lack of respect for all the
unwritten protocols of the UFO community.

The conspiracy theorists will always have
the last word on any subject. For example, in
the mid-1990s rumors circulated that famous
Hollywood director Steven Spielberg had
managed to acquire the Holy Grail of UFO
research—actual U.S. military footage of the
1947 flying saucer crash outside of Roswell
and the dead alien crew. According to the
rumor, Spielberg purchased the film from a
retired army cameraman who had kept it hid-
den for nearly fifty years. Spielberg intended
to use the remarkable footage in a new
motion picture, Project X, to be released in
June 1997, the fiftieth anniversary of the
Roswell incident. When no such film was
forthcoming and June 1997 came and went
without any blockbuster Spielberg UFO pre-
sentation, the rumors died.

At last it dawned on certain UFO
researchers and conspiracy buffs: For some
reason, perhaps due to the machinations of
the New World Order or some shadow agency
of the U.S. government, Spielberg had
backed away from the project. Although
blocked from informing the public about the
extraordinary film, he had managed to get it
to Ray Santilli, who, with the Fox network,
revealed it to the world on August 28, 1995.

Sources
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ALLIANCE
DEFENSE FUND

The Alliance Defense Fund views homosexuality
as the single greatest threat to religious free-
dom in the United States.

Acoalition of thirty-five Christian Right
groups founded the Alliance Defense
Fund (ADF) in 1993. The principal architects
of the ADF included Dr. D. James Kennedy of
Coral Ridge Ministries, Rev. Donald Wildmon
of the American Family Association, and Dr.
James Dobson of Focus on the Family. Alan
Sears, executive director of Attorney Gener-
al Edwin Meese’s Commission on Pornogra-
phy during the Reagan administration, is
president of the ADF, headquartered in
Scottsdale, Arizona; Craig Osten, author of
The Homosexual Agenda: Exposing the Prin-
cipal Threat to Religious Freedom, is its vice
president.

What the Alliance Defense Fund Believes

- Homosexuality creates pedophilia and
other sexual crimes.

- The ultimate goal of the gay rights move-
ment is to silence Christians by making
prolife demonstrations illegal and cen-
soring all religious broadcasting. When
the courts of the land have made homo-
sexuality acceptable, Christians will be
forced to accept gays as teachers,
preachers, and scoutmasters.

Activities: The ADF has actively chal-
lenged the legality of gay marriage, adoption,
foster parenting, domestic partner benefits,
and service in the military.
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AL-QAEDA

Al-Qaeda issued a statement in 1998 that it is
their duty as holy warriors to kill all U.S. citizens.

I-Qaeda (sometimes spelled al-Qaida),

Arabic for “the Base,” is a terrorist group
founded by Osama bin Laden in the late
1980s to unite Arabs who fought against the
Soviet invasion in Afghanistan. Bin Laden, son
of a billionaire Saudi family, is reported to
have inherited approximately $300 million
that he uses to finance the terrorist group.

Al-Qaeda may have several hundred to sev-
eral thousand members in a loosely orga-
nized network of cells throughout the world.
The terrorist group also serves as a kind of
conduit for a worldwide network that includes
many Sunni Islamic extremist groups such as
Egyptian Islamic Jihad, al-Gama’at al-
islamiyya, the Islamic Movement of Uzbek-
istan, and the Harakat ul-Mujahidin. Al-Qaeda
also maintains moneymaking front organiza-
tions, solicits donations from like-minded
supporters, and illicitly siphons funds from
donations to legitimate Muslim charities.
Although al-Qaeda was organized by Osama
bin Laden, he is not its only leader. Dr. Ayman
al-Zawahiri, an Egyptian surgeon from an
upper-class family, is the group’s theological
leader and bin Laden’s most likely successor.

Conspiracy theorists fear that the great
terrorist acts of our time were openly planned
in radical mosques in Hamburg, London, and
Paris, offering Muslims the opportunity to
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become mujahideen (holy warriors) in a jihad
(holy war) in which they might achieve holy
martyrdom. According to many conspiracy
researchers, the shadowy figures of the New
World Order and a number of secret societies
are behind it all, fanning the flames of plane-
tary conflagration.

In February 1998 al-Qaeda issued a state-
ment entitled “The World Islamic Front for
Jihad against the Jews and Crusaders,”
declaring that it was the duty of all Muslims
to kill U.S. citizens—civilian or military—and
their allies everywhere. Some of the terrible
acts of death and destruction sown by al-
Qaeda are the following;:

1992: Conducted three bombings that hit
U.S. troops in Aden, Yemen.

1993: Al-Qaeda-trained Somalian tribes-
men conducted ambushes of U.S. peace-
keeping forces in Somalia. Downed two heli-
copters in Mogadishu and killed fifteen U.S.
Army Rangers.

1994: Plotted to blow up the Israeli
embassy in Washington. Planned to assassi-
nate Pope John Paul Il in Manila. Attempted
to arrange the simultaneous bombings of
U.S. and Israeli embassies in Manila and
other Asian capitals.

1995: Planned to assassinate President
Bill Clinton when he visited the Philippines.
Bombed a military complex in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia, housing U.S. troops, killing five Ameri-
cans and wounding forty-two.

1996: Truck-bombed a U.S. military com-
plex near Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, killing nine-
teen U.S. airmen and wounding 515 people,
including 240 Americans.

1998: Bombed the U.S. embassies in
Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar es Salaam, Tanzania,
Killing at least 301 persons and injuring more
than five thousand others. Attempted to
bomb the U.S. embassy in Kampala, Uganda.
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2000: Bombed the USS Cole while the
ship was in port in Yemen, killing seventeen
and injuring thirty-nine others.

2001.: Crashed hijacked airliners into the
World Trade Center and the Pentagon, killing
nearly three thousand and igniting a new war
on terrorism.

Al-Qaeda’s long-term agenda is to establish
a pan-Islamic caliphate (a kalifah is a great
Islamic kingdom ruled by a caliph, following no
laws outside of the Qur’an) throughout the
world by working with allied Islamic extremist
groups to overthrow regimes it judges “non-
Islamic” and expelling Westerners and non-
Muslims from Muslim countries.

After 9/11 the Bush administration tried
desperately to establish links between Iraq
and al-Qaeda in order to add another justifi-
cation, besides Iraq’s supposed weapons of
mass destruction, for declaring war against
Irag. In late 2001 Vice President Dick Cheney
said it was “pretty well confirmed” that in
April 2000 in Prague, Czechoslovakia, the
9/11 mastermind, Mohamed Atta, met with a
senior Iraqi intelligence official. In his speech
aboard an aircraft carrier on May 1, 2003,
President George W. Bush told the cheering
troops that the liberation of Iraq would be
crucial in the war on terror because they had
“removed an ally of al Qaeda and cut off a
source of terrorist funding.” Cheney also
claimed the acquisition of Iraqi intelligence
files that connected Iraq to al-Qaeda, the
September 11 attacks, and the 1993 World
Trade Center bombing in a relationship that
went back to the beginning of the 1990s.

Despite such repeated assertions of a link
between Saddam Hussein and lrag and
Osama bin Laden and al-Qaeda, subsequent
FBI and CIA investigations found no direct
relationship between the two, other than a
possible agreement, spoken or understood,
to keep out of each other’s way.

Al-Qaeda’s movements, plots, and attacks
are greatly facilitated by the Internet and other
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mass media. No matter how separated individ-
ual terrorists may be from any central authority
or command, they need only go online to find
out what their leaders are thinking and what
they want done next. Muslim faithful need only
listen to their radio or television to hear coded
al-Qaeda threats, vows, and pronouncements
that tell them when to act.
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ALTERNATIVE 3

As early as 1962, the superpowers of Earth
undertook a secret space program to transport
an intellectual elite to bases on the moon,
where, with the labor of ordinary humans serving
as their slaves, they began to build a new world.

n June 20, 1977, Anglia Television

broadcast “Alternative 3,” the final pro-
gram in its Science Report, a series of seri-
ous science documentaries. The program
was simultaneously telecast in the UK, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, Canada, Iceland, Norway,
Sweden, Finland, Greece, and Yugoslavia.

The script, by David Ambrose and Christo-
pher Miles, declared that the superpowers
have been working secretly together in space
for decades, and their accomplishments in
building bases and conducting interplanetary
travel have advanced far beyond what they
have officially released to the public. Ultra-
secret joint U.S. and Russian conferences
are held each month in a submarine beneath
the Arctic ice cap.
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American Family Association

Shortly after World War |l the superpowers
determined that Earth would soon be unable
to support life and that our climate’s recent
strange behavior was only a preview of the
tremendous cataclysms to come. High-level
scientists and politicians viewed three possi-
ble solutions, or alternatives, for humankind:

Alternative 1: Halt immediately all pollu-
tion and blast two large holes in the ozone
layer to allow excessive ultraviolet light to
reach the earth. While this might eventually
restore plant life and reduce pollution, mil-
lions of humans would be likely to die of skin
cancer.

Alternative 2: Immediately begin con-
structing underground cities for the elite and
allow the billions of humans on the surface
to perish.

Alternative 3: Construct spaceships and
transport the elite off the planet to the moon
and Mars. The rest of humanity would be left
behind to die.

The governments chose Alternative 3 and
began devising a plan to preserve a tiny
nucleus of human survivors to continue the
species.

Since the early 1960s, government agen-
cies around the globe have been kidnapping
ordinary people for common labor and turning
them into mindless automatons by advanced
brainwashing methods. The few reports of
NASA astronauts that leaked out concerning
strange things sighted on the moon were
suppressed by the secret agencies of the
superpowers in order to keep the masses
ignorant of the overall sinister plan.

Although the British television program
and the later book version of the script, pub-
lished in 1978, were both presented as sci-
ence fiction with absolutely no basis in fact,
the research of many UFO investigators has
produced similarly frightening accusations
that not only portray secret agencies of the
superpowers working together on an overall
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clandestine master plan, but accuse the
same superpowers of having made a deal
with intelligences from outer space that have
little regard for the average citizen of Earth.

In the opinion of many conspiracy theo-
rists, the “Alternative 3” broadcast was a
device created by whistle-blowers within vari-
ous government agencies to leak details of a
massive cover-up of disappearances of men
and women throughout the world. Witnesses
who claim top-level security clearances state
that their consciences have compelled them
to disregard their government oaths and
reveal the use of abandoned U.S. military
bases in creating “interdimensional tunnels”
whereby aliens can enter Earth’s atmosphere
with greater ease. They report unspeakable
experiments with abducted men, women, and
children—for example, that large numbers of
street kids and runaways have been used in
certain experiments in teleportation of the
physical body to established moon bases.
And these same whistle-blowers point out
that the mysterious “holes” in the ozone
layer might very well make all three “alterna-
tives” a grim reality.
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AMERICAN FAMILY
ASSOCIATION

The American Family Association condemns
television as being a “trash land” as well as a
vast wasteland.

Founded in 1977 by Rev. Donald Wildmon
as the National Federation for Decency,
the organization was renamed the American
Family Association (AFA) in 1988. Wildmon, a
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former Methodist minister, has become well
known as an effective force in removing
advertisements on television that he has
deemed trashy and objectionable. Appointed
to Attorney General Edwin Meese’s Commis-
sion on Pornography during the Reagan
administration by the commission’s execu-
tive director, Alan Sears, Wildmon in 1985
managed to persuade seventeen thousand
convenience stores to remove such maga-
zines as Playboy and Penthouse from their
shelves. In 2005 Tim Wildmon, Donald Wild-
mon’s son, assumed the AFA presidency and
the overseeing of a two-hundred-station
radio network, a monthly journal distributed
to nearly 200,000 subscribers, and about a
hundred employees.

What the
American Family Association Believes

- A growing gay influence on the media is
transforming the United States into a
misshapen culture.

« Prominent gay leaders have publicly
endorsed approval of pedophilia, incest,
sadomasochism, and bestiality.

+ Homosexuality must be opposed with
the same fervor as murder, stealing, and
adultery.

+ The true originators of Nazism and Nazi
atrocities were homosexuals.

+ Procter & Gamble actively promotes
Satanism and homosexuality.

Activities: Through its radio stations, fly-
ers, and monthly journal, the AFA has con-
vinced hundreds of thousands to boycott
national advertisers of products or concepts
it deems offensive.
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AMERICAN
NAZI PARTY

George Lincoln Rockwell decided that if he
couldn’t be president of the United States, he
could still have people saluting him as founder
of the American Nazi Party.

he American Nazi Party was founded in

February 1959 in the residence of
George Lincoln Rockwell in Arlington, Virginia.
Rather than gathering in a crowded meeting
hall with hundreds of men wearing swastika
armbands and saluting their new leader with
a chorus of “Sieg, heils,” six people gathered
in the Rockwell living room and voted to call
their group the World Union Free Enterprise
National Socialists. Later, they would change
their name to American Nazi Party and, when
Rockwell began his candidacy for the presi-
dency of the United States, the George Lin-
coln Rockwell Party.

Rockwell wanted to be president, but he told
his followers that first, in 1966, he would gain
the governorship of Virginia. In another six
years, by 1972, he would be elected president.

Rockwell’s party platform was easily
defined:

- Confiscate all property owned by Jews.
- Sterilize all Jews.

- Exterminate all Jews who are guilty of
resistance or treason.

- Deport all African Americans to Africa.

- Amend the U.S. Constitution to comply
with the governing concepts of the Third
Reich.

Rockwell was fined and imprisoned several
times. On August 25, 1967, he was shot and
killed as he pulled out of a parking space in an
Arlington shopping center. The assassin, firing
from the rooftop of a beauty salon across the
street, was a “captain” in the American Nazi
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American Protective Association

Party, John Patler, twenty-nine. In December
1967 Patler was sentenced to twenty years in
prison for Rockwell’'s murder.

The group was taken over by Matt Koehl,
who renamed it the National Socialist White
People’s Party. In 1970 Frank Collin splin-
tered the party and founded the National
Socialist Party of America, which gained
headlines around the world for its attempt to
march through the largely Jewish community
of Skokie, lllinois. In 1979 Collin’s ambition
to lead a new Nazi America was thwarted
when he was arrested, convicted, and sent to
prison on child molestation charges.

A reborn American Nazi Party, formerly
known as the European American Education
Association, is based in Eastpointe, Michi-
gan, and is headed by Rocky Suhayda. In all
its rallies and public appearances, the Ameri-
can Nazi Party recites the fourteen words of
its motto: “We must secure the existence of
our people and a future for White children.”

Sources

American Nazi Party Web site. http://www.american
naziparty.com.

Whittemore, Katharine. Review of American Fuehrer:
George Lincoln Rockwell and the American Nazi
Party, by Frederick J. Simonelli. http://www.salon.
com/books/review1999/07/19/simonelli.

AMERICAN
PROTECTIVE
ASSOCIATION

Responding to a perceived Roman Catholic con-
spiracy to take control of the United States, the
APA formed a secret society to keep all
Catholics out of public office.

he American Protective Association (APA)

was a secret proscriptive society in the
United States organized to prevent Roman
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Catholics from gaining political offices. The
organization became an unsettling element
on the political scene in most of the northern
states during the 1890s but had little influ-
ence in the South, aside from a few members
in Georgia and Texas.

Henry F. Bowers, a sixty-year-old lawyer
originally from Maryland, founded the APA in
Clinton, lowa, on March 13, 1887. Bowers, a
Mason, drew liberally from the rituals of that
fraternal society and developed elaborate
regalia, initiation rites, and a secret oath that
bound members to endeavor at all times “to
place the political position of this government
in the hands of Protestants, to the entire
exclusion of the Roman Catholic church, of
the members thereof, and the mandate of
the Pope.” The APA drew upon Protestant
paranoia regarding Catholics for member-
ship, and large numbers of Masons, who
already excluded Catholics from their frater-
nal order, joined the movement to keep
Catholics from gaining public office.

In 1893 the APA began the active distribu-
tion of anti-Catholic literature and arranged
public lectures by men posing as ex-priests,
who divulged the horrible secrets of the
Catholic Church. Some of these imposters
claimed to have seen a papal bull that called
for the massacre of Protestants on or about
the Feast of Saint Ignatius in 1893. By 1894
the APA had seventy weekly tabloids that
printed defamatory stories about the Catholic
Church. Chief among the reports was the
claim that Terence V. Powderly, leader of the
Knights of Columbus, was leading that
Catholic organization in a massive conspiracy
against all American institutions.

Bowers was reelected the national presi-
dent of the APA in 1898, but the movement
had failed to effect any new changes in the
laws or policies of government, and it eventual-
ly dissipated, leaving only a legacy of distrust
between Catholics and those Protestants sus-
ceptible to rumors of Catholic conspiracies.
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AMERICAN VISION

Gary DeMar’s vision of America is a country
without homosexuality.

merican Vision was created in 1978 by

Gary DeMar, a prominent Christian
reconstructionist, as an educational
resource to assist in disseminating informa-
tion designed to restore the biblical founda-
tion of the United States. In DeMar’s inter-
pretation of history, the United States was
established as a Christian nation and
democracy should be replaced by a theocrat-
ic government completely dominated by
Christians who will strictly enforce Old Testa-
ment prohibitions. DeMar is closely allied
with R. J. Rushdoony, the founder of recon-
structionism, Dr. D. James Kennedy of Coral
Ridge Ministries, and Gary North, with whom
DeMar authored Christian Reconstruction-
ism: What It Is, What It Isn't.

What American Vision Believes

- Every social failure in American culture
must be blamed on homosexuals.

+ In an established theocratic America,
homosexuality, gay marriage, and abor-
tion would be strictly forbidden by law.

- Those found guilty of homosexuality
would receive the death penalty. Execu-
tions of sodomites would serve society
well and help drive gays back into the
closet.
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- A long-term goal of the theocracy would
be the execution of convicted abortion-
ists and those who seek their services.

Activities: American Vision works steadily
to lobby state and local governments to pass
antigay ordinances.

Sources
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ANARCHISTS

Whether they are feared, admired, or misunder-
stood, there are always those individuals who
oppose forms of government that they consider
tyrannical, oppressive, and unjust.

epending upon the historical period in

which they conducted their protests, cer-
tain individuals have been called anarchists,
libertarians, socialists, Marxists, syndicalists,
and revolutionaries. Regardless of labeling,
these men and women have opposed through
pacifism, militancy, or civil disobedience
actions of the government that they consid-
ered to be tyrannical, oppressive, and social-
ly, politically, or economically unjust. Here
some of the individuals who have been called
“anarchists” and a summary of their beliefs:

William Godwin (1756-1836): Godwin, an
English political philosopher and Calvinist
minister, was the first writer to espouse anar-
chist ideals. Godwin’s utopia was equalitarian
and completely anarchistic. In his opinion, a
sound education and proper social condition-
ing were the chief elements in forming good
character. Godwin’s Enquiry Concerning Politi-
cal Justice argues that humans are capable
of genuine benevolence. The French Revolu-
tion inspired his major work, Political Justice,
completed in 1793. His novel Caleb Williams
has a theme of social reform.
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Anarchists

Max Stirner (1806-56): A German social
philosopher, Stirner is the spiritual forefather
of individualistic anarchism. Stirner rejected
all political and moral ties of the individual,
emphasizing that the individual entity com-
prises the overriding reality. In his opinion,
egotism determines everything. Stirner’s con-
cept of individualistic egotism was very
democratic, and in The Ego and Its Own he
encouraged everyone to become a liberated
individualist.

Henry David Thoreau (1817-62): Thoreau
wrote the influential “Civil Disobedience” as
a lecture for the Concord, Massachusetts,
lyceum in January 1848. It has served as an
inspiration for Leo Tolstoy and Mahatma
Gandhi and for contemporary activists in the
civil rights, antiwar, and radical environmen-
talist movement.

Mother Jones (1837-1930): After losing
her husband and children to an epidemic,
Mary Harris Jones found an outlet for her
love and compassion in the labor movement.
Working with the steelworkers and the miners
of West Virginia and Colorado, she became a
picturesque and forceful figure—a born cru-
sader and a powerful speaker. Her work on
behalf of child textile-mill workers was instru-
mental in reforming the child labor laws.

Lucy Parsons (1853-1942): Lucy Parsons
was a Texas slave who claimed to be the
daughter of a Mexican woman and a Creek
Indian. After she married Albert Parsons, a
Confederate Civil War veteran, in 1873, the
couple moved to Chicago and became
involved in the labor movement. Lucy also
became a tireless champion for the rights of
African Americans, maintaining that they were
primarily victimized because they were poor.
Racism, she argued, would disappear with
the destruction of capitalism.

In 1886 Albert was implicated in the Hay-
market Square bombing of police officers and
sentenced to death by hanging. In 1892 Lucy
published a short-lived journal called Freedom.
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She helped found the International Working
People’s Association (IWPA), and in 1905 she
participated in the founding of the Industrial
Workers of the World. In 1939, fearing that
anarchism could not effectively combat the
advance of capitalism and fascism throughout
the world, she joined the Communist Party.

Emma Goldman (1869-1940): As a
young girl in Kovno, Russia, Emma Goldman
witnessed the savage beating of a peasant
by his master, a cruel memory that never left
her and inspired her to become a social
activist. In 1886 she came to the United
States. She settled in Rochester, New York,
experienced an unhappy marriage that
ended in divorce, and relocated to New York
City, where she became involved with anar-
chist circles. Goldman, a gifted orator, also
championed women'’s rights and, along with
the pioneering Margaret Sanger, fought for
freer access to birth-control methods. Her
efforts on behalf of the anarchist movement
caused her to be deported to Russia. Even-
tually she made her way back to America
after spending a number of years in England,
Canada, and Spain. Always agitating for her
ideals, Goldman was often imprisoned.
Among her published works are Anarchism
and Other Essays and The Social Signifi-
cance of the Modern Drama.

Big Bill Haywood (1869-1928): William
Dudley Haywood, known as “Big Bill,” led the
Western Federation of Miners from 1900 to
1905 and in 1905 helped found the Industri-
al Workers of the World (IWW), which sought
to organize all laborers into one big union. In
1906 Haywood and other alleged conspira-
tors were brought to trial for the murder of a
former governor of Idaho. The famous trial
lawyer Clarence Darrow was able to win their
acquittal. In 1918 Big Bill and 165 other IWW
leaders were convicted of sedition for oppos-
ing the U.S. involvement in World War I. In
1921 he jumped bail and sought refuge in
the USSR, where he lived until his death.
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Joe Hill (1879-1915): Hill, born Joel Hag-
glund in Sweden, became an American labor
organizer for the radical Industrial Workers of
the World and a famous writer of union
songs, such as “Casey Jones—The Union
Scab,” a parody of the popular ballad about
the legendary train engineer. Charged, upon
cloudy evidence, with murder in Salt Lake
City, Hill was convicted and sentenced to
death. Attempts by President Woodrow Wil-
son, the government of Sweden, and many
prominent Americans could not win him a
new trial. On the eve of his execution Hill
telegraphed Big Bill Haywood the words that
would later be immortalized in labor lore:
“Don’t mourn, organize.” The next morning
Joe Hill became a martyr for American labor
upon his execution by a Utah firing squad.

Elizabeth Gurley Flynn (1890-1964):
Born in New Hampshire to an Irish family pas-
sionate about union, socialist, and anticolo-
nial struggles, Flynn would become one of the
greatest of twentieth-century labor speakers
and organizers. The inspiration for Joe Hill's
union song “The Rebel Girl,” Flynn stirred
countless thousands of workers with her
feisty spirit. In 1920 she helped to found the
American Civil Liberties Union. During the
anti-Communist witch hunts of the 1950s,
Flynn served twenty-eight months in prison
because of her membership in the Commu-
nist Party. Her published works include Sabo-
tage and My Life as a Political Prisoner.

Nicola Sacco (1891-1927) and Bar-
tolomeo Vanzetti (1888-1927): Sacco and
Vanzetti are joined forever in the public mind
as the principals in one of the most contro-
versial and best-known cases in American
jurisprudence. They were arrested on charges
of murdering a shoe factory paymaster and
guard at South Braintree, Massachusetts.
Tried and convicted on July 14,1921, ina
time of antiradical fervor, they were sen-
tenced to death. During the years of their
imprisonment, worldwide protests were
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raised by those who doubted their guilt, but
they were electrocuted August 23, 1927.
Periodically pressure is brought to have the
state of Massachusetts officially clear Sacco
and Vanzetti of the charges against them, but
this has not happened.

Noam Chomsky (1928-): “If we don’t
believe in freedom of expression for people we
despise,” Noam Chomsky has said, “we don’t
believe in it at all.” Chomsky, a renowned lin-
guistic expert who posits that the acquisition
of language is part of the innate structure of
the human brain, became well known to the
nonacademic public as an anarchist and liber-
tarian socialist who vehemently opposed the
Vietnam War. Ever vigilant against any abuses
of power, Chomsky remains a perceptive critic
of U.S. foreign policy.

Sources

“Anarchism.” Wikipedia. http://www.en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Anarchism.

“Anarchists: A Picture of Civilization at the Close of the
Nineteenth Century.” http://dwardmac.pitzer.edu/
Anarchist_Archives/macan/introduction.html.

“A People’s Libertarian Index.” http://flag.blackened.
net/liberty.

ANTHROPOSOPHY

Anthroposophy is a philosophy that subverts
Christianity with occult beliefs and is a contribu-
tive factor to the rise of New Age heresies.

hen he was in his late thirties, Rudolf

Steiner (1861-1925), the founder of
Anthroposophy (anthropos = man; sophy =
wisdom), received a revelation of the incarna-
tion of the divine being known as the Christ.
Steiner said that sometime in the twentieth
century humankind would begin to enter the
“fullness of time” in which the Christ prin-
ciple, cosmic consciousness, might once
again become manifest.
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Rudolf Steiner, founder of Anthroposophy. Fortean
Picture Library.

Steiner defined “Christ consciousness”
as a transformative energy that greatly tran-
scends orthodox Christianity. In Steiner’s
view, the master Jesus became “christed”
and thereby was able to present humankind
with a dramatic example of what it means to
achieve a complete activation of the spiritual
seed within all human souls. The human
intellect, Steiner insisted, can be trained to
rise above material concerns and to perceive
a greater spiritual reality. Human conscious-
ness has the ability to activate the seed that
the great Spirit Beings have implanted within
their human offspring. When human con-
sciousness rises to the spiritual level where
it can experience the eternal element that is
limited by neither birth nor death, then it can
comprehend its own eternality and its ability
to be born again in subsequent existences.

Steiner was born at Krajevic, Austria-
Hungary (now Yugoslavia), on February 27,
1861. Although he experienced encounters
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with the mystical and the unknown as a
young child and was introduced to the occult
by an adept he would refer to only as the
“Master,” Steiner’s early academic accom-
plishments were in the scientific fields. His
father wanted him to become a railway engi-
neer, a goal that led Rudolf into a study of
mathematics, which seemed only to whet
his appetite for the material sciences. He
went on to medicine, chemistry, and
physics—as well as agriculture, architec-
ture, art, drama, literature, and philosophy.
Fascinated by the works of the famed Ger-
man writer, philosopher, and scientist
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, Steiner began
the extensive task of editing Goethe’s scien-
tific papers, and from 1889 to 1896 he
worked on this project. It was also during
this period that Steiner wrote his own highly
acclaimed Philosophy of Freedom.

Steiner claimed to be endowed with the
ability to read the “Akashic Records”— a
sort of cosmic library of all thoughts and
actions—and, from them, envision the true
history of human evolution. He set forth the
hypothesis that the people of our prehistory,
the Atlanteans, were largely guided and
directed by a higher order of beings who
interacted and communicated with certain
humans—the smartest, the strongest, the
most intellectually flexible. Eventually these
select humans produced what might be
called demigods, semidivine human beings
who, in turn, could relay instructions from
higher intelligences. In effect, Steiner may
have presented another version of the chil-
dren of human mothers and the “sons of
God” referred to in the book of Genesis, the
hybrids that the ancient Hebrews named
Nephilim, which does, in fact, mean
demigods, men of “great renown.”

Steiner went on to speculate that within
the larger evolving human race are the
descendants of those divine-human hybrid
beings, men and women who are animated by
higher ideals, who regard themselves as chil-
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dren of a divine, universal power. He believed
that what he termed the emerging “Sixth Post-
Atlantean Race” will include children of the
divine universal power who, having the “seed”
within them, will be able to initiate those
members of humankind who have sufficiently
developed their faculty of thought to allow
them to unite with the divine. People so initiat-
ed will be able to receive revelations and per-
form what others will consider miracles, and
will go on to become the mediators between
humankind and the higher intelligences.

At the turn of the century Steiner found his
lectures well received by those in the audience
who were members of the Theosophical Soci-
ety, so he began to study their philosophy. In
1902 he became the general secretary of the
German Section of the society, but he eventu-
ally grew uncomfortable with what perceived
as a lack of enthusiasm about the place of
Jesus and “Christ consciousness” in the soci-
ety’s overall scheme of spiritual evolution.
Although he accepted many of their teachings,
he came to believe that Helena R Blavatsky
and other high-ranking Theosophists were dis-
torting many of the Eastern doctrines that they
claimed to espouse.

In 1913 Steiner made a formal break with
the Theosophical Society and set about form-
ing his own group, Anthroposophy. In 1914 he
married Marie von Sievers, an actress who had
been secretary of the German Section of the
Theosophical Society. Together they estab-
lished a school for esoteric research near
Basel, Switzerland, and developed new
approaches to the teaching of speech and
drama, which led to “eurythmy,” an art of move-
ment. Later Steiner originated the Waldorf
School Movement, an innovative educational
system that maintains more than eight hun-
dred schools worldwide. Rudolf Steiner died on
March 30, 1925, at Dornach, Switzerland.
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ANTICHRIST

For many Christians, the greatest conspiracy of
all will be the one that the antichrist conducts
against the followers of the returning Christ.

[though commonly associated with the

apocalyptic New Testament book of Rev-
elation, the word antichrist is nowhere to be
found within that text. In 1 John 2:18 the
epistle writer declares that the “enemy of
Christ” has manifested and that many false
teachers have infiltrated the Christian ranks.
In verse 22, John names as this enemy any-
one who would deny Jesus as the Christ and
the Father and the Son, and in 2 John 7 he
declares that there are many deceivers
already at work among the faithful.

In Matthew 24:3-44 Jesus speaks to his
disciples at great length concerning false mes-
siahs and prophets who will deceive many peo-
ple with rumors about the end of the world. He
makes reference to the prophet Daniel and his
warnings concerning the endtimes, and he
admonishes the disciples not to follow false
teachers who will produce great miracles and
signs to trick God’s chosen ones. No one
knows when the Son of Man shall appear
again coming on the clouds of heaven, Jesus
tells them, not even the angels.

The earliest form of the antichrist is proba-
bly the warrior king Gog, who appears in the
book of Ezekiel and reappears in Revelation
along with his kingdom of Magog, represent-
ing those earthly minions of Satan who will
attack the people of God in a final great
battle of good versus evil. Jewish writings
about the “end of days” state that the armies
of Gog and Magog will eventually be defeated
and the world will finally be at peace.
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The Reign of the Antichrist, after an engraving by Michael Volgemuth, in the Liber Chronicarum, 1493.
Fortean Picture Library.

Throughout the Bible the antichrist bears in great detail: He shall be an evil king who
many titles: Son of Perdition, Man of Sin, Man will “exalt himself and magnify himself above
of Lawlessness, Prince of Destruction, and every god and shall speak outrageous things
Beast. The prophet Daniel describes the man against the God of gods.... But in his estate
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he shall (secretly) honor a god of forces and a
god whom his fathers never knew.... Thus
shall he do in his fortress with a strange god,
whom he shall acknowledge and increase with
glory; and he shall...rule over many and shall
divide the land for gain” (Dan. 11:36-39).

In the prophecies of both Daniel and John
the Revelator, the evil king, or antichrist, is
associated with ten rulers who give their
power and allegiance to him in order to form a
short-lived empire of bloodshed and destruc-
tion: “And the ten horns of this kingdom are
ten kings that shall arise: and another shall
rise after them, and he shall be diverse...and
speak great words against the most high God
and shall wear down the saints of the Highest
One and think to make changes in times and
laws: and they shall be given into his hand for
three and one half years” (Dan. 7:24).

Although Jesus makes it very clear that no
one knows the hour or day of his Second
Coming, Christian scholars have steadfastly
viewed the rise of the antichrist to earthly
power as a kind of catalyst that will set in
motion Armageddon, the final battle between
good and evil, the ultimate clash between the
armies of Jesus Christ and Satan. Through-
out the centuries, Christians have attempted
to determine the antichrist from among the
powerful and ruthless leaders of their day,
such men as Nero, Napoleon, Hitler, Mussoli-
ni, and Stalin. Nominations for the role have
often been influenced by politics or religious
prejudices: ever since the Protestant Refor-
mation, the pope has been a favorite of evan-
gelicals for the ignominious title.

The association of the number 666 with
the antichrist is derived from Revelation
13:18, which states that the number of the
Beast is 666 and that this number stands for
a person. In John the Revelator’s world of the
first century, the Beast who ruled the earth
would have been the emperor, the caesar, of
the Roman Empire, Nero. Using the Hebrew
alphabet, the numerical value of “Caesar
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Nero,” the merciless persecutor of the early
Christians, works out to 666.

On May 1, 2005, scholars revealed that a
newly discovered fragment of the oldest surviv-
ing copy of the New Testament, dating from
the third century, indicates that later copyists
got it wrong: the number of the Beast is 616.
David Parker, professor of New Testament tex-
tual criticism and paleography at the University
of Birmingham, England, says that the numeri-
cal value of 616 refers to another nemesis of
the early Christians, the emperor Caligula.

However, those who maintain that the num-
ber 666 is still a potent predictor of the
antichrist will continue to name their contem-
porary candidates for the role. The numerical
value of Franklin Delano Roosevelt's name
reportedly added up to 666, and since he held
the office of president of the United States for
twelve years—and during the Great Depres-
sion and World War Il—many of his conserva-
tive Christian critics began thinking of him as
the antichrist. Even Ronald Wilson Reagan,
who in the estimation of many political ana-
lysts was one of the nation’s most popular
presidents, had certain dissenters calling
attention to the fact that he had six letters in
each of his three names—666.

In recent decades, the term antichrist has
been applied to so many individuals in popu-
lar culture that it has lost much of its meaning
and sense of menace. However, those funda-
mentalist Christians who believe strongly in
the coming time of the Tribulation, the Apoca-
lypse, the Rapture, and the great final battle
at Armageddon firmly believe that the title of
antichrist maintains its fear factor and that we
must pay serious heed to those signs and
warnings of the Beast as prophesied in the
book of Revelation.
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APOCALYPTIC
MILLENNIALISM

The endtimes are coming. Beware of false mes-
siahs, ranting prophets, and the antichrist—and
prepare to be taken aloft by the Rapture.

To some Christians, the profound meaning
of the New Testament is that Jesus
Christ will return in the Last Days and prompt
the resurrection of the dead and the Final
Judgment. The heart of the gospels is escha-
tological, or end-oriented. The essential
theme of Jesus’ teaching is that the last
stage of history, the endtime, was being
entered into with his appearance on Earth. In
Matthew 24:3-44, Jesus speaks to his disci-
ples at great length concerning false messi-
ahs and prophets who will deceive many peo-
ple with their rumors about the end of the
world. He makes reference to the prophet
Daniel and his warnings concerning the end-
times and the antichrist, and he admonishes
the disciples not to chase after false teach-
ers who will produce great miracles and signs
to trick God’s chosen ones.

No one knows when the Son of Man shall
appear again coming on the clouds of heav-
en, Jesus tells them, not even the angels.
However, the prophets of apocalypticism
believe they have received visions that allow
them to see ahead to the endtime and pre-
dict when Christ will return.

Among the most famous of the endtimes
prophets was William Miller, who founded the
Millerite movement about 1831. Miller
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believed that he had discovered the exact date
of Christ’s return by calculating two thousand
years from 457 Bck, the year in which Ezra was
allowed to return to Jerusalem to reestablish
the Temple. Based on his studies, Miller con-
cluded that the Second Coming would tran-
spire in 1843, although he later revised this
prediction to include the period between
March 21, 1843, and March 21, 1844. When
the latter date embarrassingly passed without
notable event, he refined his calculations and
finally settled on October 22, 1844, as the day
that Jesus would return in all his glory. The Mil-
lerites, who numbered at least fifty thousand,
were dealt the “Great Disappointment” when
Christ failed to arrive on that date either. Then
one of Miller’s followers, Hiram Edson, had a
vision revealing that the divinely inspired date
had not been incorrect, merely misinterpreted.
What Miller had seen, according to Edson, was
the date when Jesus would begin to cleanse
the heavenly sanctuary in preparation for the
gathering of his earthly followers.

Another follower, Ellen G. White, author of
The Desire of Ages and The Great Controversy,
had visions which told the Adventists, as some
of the Millerites were now calling themselves,
that they were God’s special endtimes rem-
nant. She also concluded that they should
begin to keep the original Sabbath, Saturday,
as their day of worship. The Millerite apocalyp-
tic revelations thereby evolved into the
Seventh-day Adventists. Later, the Branch
Davidian Seventh-day Adventists, seeking to
reform the church, broke away and formed
their own interpretation of Millerite doctrine.

In the Jewish tradition, apocalyptic thought
presupposes a universal history in which the
Divine Author of that history will reveal and
manifest his secrets in a dramatic endtime
that with finality will establish the God of
Israel as the one true God. The “end of days”
(acharit ha-yamin) is bound up with the com-
ing of the Messiah, but before his appear-
ance governments will become increasingly
corrupt, religious schools will become hereti-
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cal, the wisdom of the scribes and teachers
will become blasphemous, young people will
shame their elders, and members of families
will turn upon one another. Then, just prior to
the arrival of the Messiah, the righteous of
Israel will defeat the armies of evil that have
gathered under the banner of Gog and
Magog, and the exiles will return to the Holy
Land. The world will be at peace and all
people will recognize the one true God. With
the advent of the Messiah there will come
the great Day of Judgment in which the dead
shall rise from their graves to begin a new
life. During the period known as the World to
Come (Olam Haba), the righteous will join the
Messiah in partaking of a great banquet in
which all foods, even those previously judged
impure, will be declared kosher. All the many
nations of the world will communicate in one
language; the Angel of Death will be slain by
God; trees and crops will produce fresh har-
vests each month; the warmth of the sun will
heal the sick; and the righteous will be nour-
ished forever by the radiance of God.

According to ancient Jewish teachings,
only the ashes of a flawless red heifer could
purify worshippers who went into the Temple
in Jerusalem. The First Temple was destroyed
by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BcE; the Romans
demolished the Second Temple in 70 ck.
Without a flawless red heifer to sacrifice to
purify the Temple Mount, the Third Temple
could not be built and the Messiah could not
come. In modern times, rabbinical law has
forbidden Jews from setting foot on the
Temple Mount and defiling the site where the
Holy of Holies once resided.

Fundamentalist Christians believe that
after Jesus Christ has returned and defeated
the forces of evil at the great battle of
Armageddon, he will begin his millennial reign
from the Third Temple. Muslims revere the
Temple Mount as the place where Muhammad
ascended into heaven; and in 685, followers
of the Prophet began constructing the thirty-
five-acre site known as the Noble Sanctuary,
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which today includes the Dome of the Rock
and the al-Agsa Mosque. Muslims believe
that Jesus will return as a Muslim prophet
and conduct the day of final judgment in the
valley just below the Noble Sanctuary.

A large number of Christians who believe in
the endtimes also envision an event they call
the “Rapture,” in which born-again Christians
will be taken up into the air to meet Christ.
Many believe that the Rapture will happen
unexpectedly. Those Christians of special
merit will be lifted suddenly from their homes,
their automobiles, even from their passenger
seats on airliners. Most of humankind will be
left behind, including those Christians whose
faith requires strengthening. To fundamental-
ist Christians, the Rapture will be a literal,
physical occurrence, rather than a spiritual
transformation. Those who are taken up by
Christ may leave their clothing on the streets
and their cars crashing into trees, but they will
be lifted body and soul into the sky.

In two of his epistles Saint Paul speaks of
the return of Christ and what many Christians
believe to be the Rapture. In 1 Thessalonians
4:16-18: “For the Lord himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the
dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which
are alive [and] remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds, to meet the
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with
the Lord.” And in 1 Corinthians 15:51-53, the
epistle writer tells of the mystery when “in the
twinkling of an eye” those who believe in
Christ shall be changed: “Behold, | shew you a
mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all
be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of
an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorrupt-
ible, and we shall be changed. For this corrupt-
ible must put on incorruption, and this mortal
must put on immortality.”

Although Christians who believe in the
Rapture are certain that it will occur in asso-
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ciation with the time of Tribulation (the seven-
year period of disasters, famine, and iliness
during which the antichrist will be in power),
opinions differ as to whether it will come
about just before the Tribulation begins, mid-
way through the seven-year reign of the
antichrist, or at the very end of the Tribula-
tion. There is, however, general agreement
that when this awful time of lawlessness and
corruption has passed, Christ will return to
earth with his army of angels and destroy the
forces of darkness at Armageddon in the
final battle of good versus evil. Babylon, the
False Prophet, and the Beast (the antichrist)
will be dispatched to their doom, and Satan,
the Dragon, will be bound in a pit for a thou-
sand years. With Satan imprisoned and
chained, the Millennium, the thousand years
of peace and harmony, will begin.

Not all Christians accept the scenario of
the Rapture, but many Christians and non-
Christians alike find the premise intriguing
and read the books in the Left Behind series
as exciting science fiction. Authored by funda-
mentalist minister Tim LaHaye and profes-
sional writer Jerry Jenkins, the twelve books
in the series, based on the events of the Rap-
ture, have sold an astonishing 65 million
copies. In addition, a complementary Left
Behind series of thirty-four titles for children
has sold 10 million copies. Related computer
screens, calendars, board games, and col-
lectibles have also sold in the millions.
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AREA 51 AND
REVERSE
ENGINEERING

The debris from the UFO crash site at Roswell
was taken to a secret base and used in reverse
engineering and the building of highly advanced
technological aircraft.

In 1989 a physicist named Bob Lazar
claimed that he worked at a secret base
outside of Las Vegas, Nevada, where he had
witnessed the reverse engineering of alien
spacecraft and the testing of extremely
advanced aircraft. The government officially
denied the existence of the secret base,
known as Area 51, but UFO investigators had
long suspected that the installation, near
Groom Dry Lake, was the site where a UFO
that allegedly crashed near Roswell, New
Mexico, in July 1947 was reverse-engineered
to create such aircraft as the stealth bomber.
For many years UFO buffs hid in the rugged
terrain near the base and watched the night
sky for the mysterious lights that they knew
were engineered from an alien spacecraft.

The Groom Lake base, officially designated
the “Nellis Air Force Bombing and Gunnery
Range” and located on the federally protect-
ed territory in Nye, Lincoln, and Clark coun-
ties, covers an area equal to Rhode Island
and Connecticut. It is in grid number 51 of
the Nevada Test Site, thus, Area 51.

The base has not really been secret since
the March 1993 issue of Popular Science
brought the reconnaissance aircraft Aurora out
of the black and revealed that the Mach-6 spy
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A portion of the U.S. government’s top secret military base, known as Area 51, near Rachel, Nevada. Getty

Images.

plane was developed at the closely guarded air
force facility at Groom Lake. Built in 1954 as a
place to test the secret U-2 spy plane that flew
reconnaissance missions over the Soviet
Union, the base was later redesigned to
accommodate the A-12 and SR-71 manned
spy aircraft and the D-21 spy drone.

In his controversial book The Day after
Roswell, Col. Philip J. Corso (U.S. Army,
retired) claims that he was given “personal
stewardship” of various extraterrestrial arti-
facts recovered from the crashed Roswell
spacecraft of 1947. Corso states that he dis-
tributed the objects of alien technology to
select government contractors and that
despite official denials, the U.S. government
has employed large numbers of scientists in
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secretly and ambitiously achieving reverse
engineering from advanced alien technology.
Among the results are fiber optics, light
amplification devices, Kevlar (lightweight,
heavily resistant material used in, among
other things, body armor), and a large num-
ber of advances in laser weaponry.

Corso was on Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s
intelligence staff following the Korean War,
and he was later assigned to President
Dwight Eisenhower’s Security Council, then to
the Army Research and Development Depart-
ment’s Foreign Technology Desk at the Penta-
gon. According to Corso, when he moved into
the Foreign Technology Division, he was given
a file cabinet of artifacts from the Roswell
crash and instructed to begin working on a
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plan of action and recommendations for their
use. His superiors were enthusiastic about
the artifacts’ possible utility in building
spaceships that would be impervious to radi-
ation, cosmic activity, or gunfire.

One of Corso’s first file-cabinet discoveries
was a paper-thin piece of metal about the
size of a postcard. Somehow the metal’s
atoms were aligned in such a way that gov-
ernment scientists all failed to back-engineer
it. Next, according to Corso, the scientists
moved on to an integrated circuit, the size of
a microchip, that gave rise to the transistor.

In a government program called “Applied
Engineering,” Corso and his staff would find
people in industry who were working in a par-
ticular area of scientific research and would
then supplement these research-and-develop-
ment efforts by introducing some of the alien
technology. In some instances, the govern-
ment agency would even fund the work.

Although Corso’s claims remain controver-
sial, they continue to keep alive the accusa-
tions that the government has hidden the
truth about the alleged alien crash at Roswell
from the public.
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ARK OF THE
COVENANT

The Ark of the Covenant that was given by God
to the ancient Israelites contained great super-
natural power that could annihilate entire
armies and whole cities. Lost for centuries, the
Ark, if found, could be used by its discoverer to
conquer the earth.
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s described in the Old Testament, the

Ark of the Covenant served as the physi-
cal sign of God’s presence to the Israelites.
The design of the ark was expressed by God
and was then made into a material object by
skilled craftsmen. They built a chest about
three feet nine inches in length and two feet
three inches in height, using acacia wood
overlaid with the purest gold. The outside of
the ark had a gold rim and four golden rings,
one on each corner. Two poles made of aca-
cia and covered with gold ran through the
gold rings on either side; the poles were used
to lift the ark and were never removed from
the rings. The ark had a cover of gold on
which two cherubim faced each other, each
with wings spread.

The ark is believed to contain numerous
sacred relics, including the tablets of stone
bearing the Ten Commandments that Moses
brought back from Mount Sinai; Aaron’s rod,
a kind of rounded stick that miraculously
grew leaves as a sign of God’s trust in Aaron,
brother of Moses; and/or a specimen of
manna, the mysterious food that had provid-
ed nourishment to the Israelites as they wan-
dered in the desert. Additionally, the ark pos-
sessed a supernatural power that awed and
overwhelmed those who viewed it, and it
served as a means through which God com-
municated with the Israelites. The book of
Genesis states that the commands of God
would issue from a cloud between the ark’s
two cherubim. Some researchers have sug-
gested that the “god” of the ark was really a
benevolent extraterrestrial, who imparted
both a communications device and a weapon
before leaving in a fiery blast in a spaceship.

The ark provided safe passage to the
Israelites in their journey to the Promised
Land. Its power was manifested several
times when Israelite warriors brought it to
sites of battle and used its influence to
destroy and scatter the enemies of God and
Israel. At the famous battle of Jericho the ark
was carried by a procession around the walls
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of the city for seven days, after which the
walls came crashing down and the Israelites
won the battle.

After losing a series of battles with the
Philistines, the Israelites brought the ark to a
battle site, hoping to strike fear into the
enemy. However, the Philistines won the
battle and captured the ark. The Philistines
viewed their seizing of the ark as a victory
over the Israelites and their God—but several
disasters fell upon them, including the rapid
spread of a plague and an invasion of mice
wherever the ark was placed. The Philistines
placed the ark on a cart pulled by two cattle
and sent it away from them.

When David became king of Israel and
established Jerusalem as the holy center of
the nation, he ordered the ark to be moved
there. The ark was then housed at a nearby
site outside the city, where it was the object
of veneration for several months before the
journey to Jerusalem was completed. David
took the ark from Jerusalem only once—to
inspire his army in its battle against the
forces of his son, Absalom.

The ark was later placed in the grand new
Temple of Solomon in Jerusalem and only
occasionally removed from the temple for
battle. When Jerusalem was invaded and
taken by the Babylonians led by King Neb-
uchadnezzar Il, the whereabouts of the ark
became a mystery and remain so to this day.
Perhaps it was destroyed along with the city
or, as suggested in Kings 4:25, taken to
Babylon as one of the spoils of victory. Some
biblical scholars theorize that those Israelites
still faithful to God were forewarned about
the fall of Jerusalem and moved the ark to
safety. Jeremiah is said to have hid it in a
cave on Mount Sinai, the mountain in Egypt
where Moses first spoke with God. The Tal-
mud, the ancient, authoritative history of the
Hebrews, indicates that the ark was kept in a
secret area of the Temple of Solomon and
survived the destruction and pillaging of
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Jerusalem. The temple was rebuilt on its orig-
inal foundation after the Babylon captivity of
the defeated Jews.

According to one account, the illegitimate
son of Solomon and Sheba stole the ark
about 1000 Bce and hid it in Aksum, Ethiopia,
where it was guarded by a monk. Other sto-
ries have the ark being transported during a
Hebrew migration to Abyssinia (Ethiopia) that
preceded the Babylonian captivity. There,
according to this version of the story, the ark
remained on an island in Lake Tana. With the
spread of Christianity throughout the Roman
world by 300 ck, Abyssinia became largely
Christian. Later, during the sixteenth century,
fierce battles with invading Muslim armies
caused much destruction in Abyssinia, includ-
ing the razing of monasteries on Tana Kirkos,
the island where the ark was believed to have
been kept. A cathedral was built after the
Muslim armies retreated, and there, accord-
ing to popular legend, the ark remains safe.

Interest in the Ark of the Covenant has
recurred through the centuries. In medieval
times the Knights Templar supposedly came
into possession of the ark. Some have theo-
rized that Bernard of Clairvaux, founder of the
Cistercian monastic order and mentor of the
secret order of Knights Templar, may have
been involved in building the magnificent
Gothic cathedral that stands on the hill in the
French town of Chartres. The Knights Tem-
plar, according to some theories, were sent
on a crusade to the Holy Land by Bernard
and discovered the remains of the Ark of the
Covenant in the ruins of King Solomon’s
temple. The knights returned to France with
the priceless treasure in 1128, and Cister-
cian scholars managed to decipher some of
the ark’s secrets regarding the principles of
sacred geometry and the law of holy num-
bers, weights, and measures. Somehow, a
Knight Templar or an enlightened scholar was
able to employ architectural principles greatly
in advance of the time. Those who visit the
place today perpetuate the centuries-old
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claims that Chartres Cathedral has the power
to transform individuals and to elevate them
to a higher spiritual state.

The Spear of Destiny, also known as the
Holy Lance, is in Christian tradition the spear
that the Roman soldier Longinus thrust into
the side of Jesus as he hung on the cross.
The lance’s power, though perhaps not the
equal of the ark’s, has been sought with
almost equal fervor. Christian knights discov-
ered the Holy Lance at Antioch during the First
Crusade in 1098. The very sight of the sacred
artifact so inspired the beleaguered Christian
soldiers that they rallied and routed the Sara-
cens from the city. From that time forth,
according to legend, whoever claims the spear
and solves its secret holds the destiny of the
world in his hands, for good or evil.

There is an element of truth in Steven
Spielberg’s motion picture Raiders of the
Lost Ark, in which a Nazi expedition under the
directive of the fuhrer seeks such holy relics
as the ark, the lance, and the Holy Grail to
assure their victory in World War Il. According
to Trevor Ravenscroft in The Spear of Destiny,
a nineteen-year-old Adolf Hitler was first led
to the lance in 1908—and from the moment
of his first encounter it became “the central
pivot” in his life and the “very source of his
ambitions to conquer the world.” Hitler found
that as many as forty-five emperors, including
Constantine, had owned the lance before the
great Charlemagne had possessed it. Freder-
ick the Great of Germany, who founded the
Teutonic Knights on which Hitler allegedly
based his SS, had also owned the Spear of
Destiny at one time. Ravenscroft claims that
Hitler would often visit the Weltliches
Schatzkammer Museum (the Hapsburg Trea-
sure House Museum) in Vienna, stare at the
Holy Lance, and enter into a trance state in
which he would view his future glory as the
fUhrer, the master of the Third Reich.

Thirty years later, on March 14, 1938,
Hitler arrived in Vienna to oversee the annex-
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ation of Austria by the Third Reich. The fuhrer
also observed the transfer of the Hapsburg
Crown Jewel collection, which included the
Holy Lance, from Vienna to Nuremberg, the
Nazi's favorite city. With the Spear of Destiny
now safely ensconced in Germany, Hitler
declared that the war could begin in earnest.
The lance would be well protected in the hall
of Saint Katherine’s Church, where it had
once rested for nearly four hundred years.

The Spear of Destiny fell into the hands of
U.S. soldiers on April 30, 1945. A few hours
after the Holy Lance passed from Nazi pos-
session, Hitler committed suicide in his
Berlin bunker. Today, the Spear of Destiny
stands again in the Hapsburg Treasure
House Museum in Vienna.

But no one really knows where the Ark of
the Covenant resides. In December 2000
Erling Haagensen and Henry Lincoln pub-
lished their thesis that the ark and the Holy
Grail were both hidden on the Baltic Sea
island of Bornholm about 830 years ago.

In December 2001 Reverend John McLuck-
ie found a wooden tablet representing the Ark
of the Covenant in a cupboard in Saint John’s
Episcopal Church in Edinburgh, Scotland.
McLuckie, who had lived in Ethiopia, recog-
nized the artifact as sacred to Ethiopia’s
Orthodox Christians and arranged to have the
tablet returned in a special ceremony in 2002.

Those who revere the ark and all that it
represents pray that the powerful holy relic
never falls into the wrong hands.
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ARMY OF GOD

The battle cry of the Army of God, “Death to the
New World Order,” has become a death sen-
tence for abortion clinics and their staffs.

he Army of God is an extremist religious

group that was organized about 1962
and has declared its objective to be the wag-
ing of total war on “the ungodly communist
regime in New York” and the “legislative,
bureaucratic lackeys in Washington.” With the
battle cry “Death to the New World Order,”
the Army of God targets homosexuals, abor-
tion clinics, and all those who “preside over
the death of children and issue policies of
ungodly perversions that are destroying the
American people.”

In the early 1980s, while a women'’s clinic
in Granite City, lllinois, was being mobbed by
fundamentalist protesters, Dr. Hector Zeval-
los, the clinic operator, and his wife, Rosalee,
were kidnapped by members of the Army of
God. After being held for eight days in an
abandoned ammunition bunker, the captives
were released when Zevallos gave his pledge
that he would perform no more abortions.

Don Benny Anderson and two other mem-
bers of the Army of God, Matthew and Wayne
Moore, were later convicted of the kidnap-
ping. Anderson’s explanation that God had
told him to wage war against abortion cen-
ters did nothing to convince the judge to cut
him any slack, and he received a thirty-year
prison term for the kidnapping and an addi-
tional thirty years when it was learned that he
had torched two Florida abortion clinics.
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In 1984 the Army of God took credit for
the firebombing of a women’s clinic in Nor-
folk, Virginia, and another outside of Wash-
ington, D.C. The year 1984 became the
“Year of Fear and Pain” as militant abortion
activists torched twenty-five women’s clinics
throughout the United States. At least seven
firebombings were orchestrated by Rev.
Michael Bray of Bowie, Maryland, who is
often referred to as the “chaplain” of the
movement. At the site of a Norfolk bombing,
Bray left a note giving the Army of God credit
for the act.

In the 1980s the Army of God generally
took care that no one should be harmed in
their bombings of women’s clinics, but as the
1990s dawned, Bray began to advocate the
murder of abortion doctors as part of a theo-
cratic revolution to bring about biblical laws.

Rachelle “Shelley” Shannon, a.k.a. Shaggy
West, an Oregon fundamentalist, prowled the
western states launching butyric acid and
arson attacks on women’s clinics. She pro-
claimed that she was doing God’s will when
she shot and seriously wounded Wichita,
Kansas, clinic doctor George Tiller in 1993.
Investigating police officers found a copy of
The Army of God Manual buried in her back-
yard. Shannon is currently in prison for
attempted murder and arson.

On January 16, 1997, a women'’s clinic in
Atlanta was firebombed. On February 21 a
gay nightclub was torched in the same city.
After the second bombing, a crude letter
was sent to the Reuters news agency, giving
the Army of God the credit and warning that
any persons involved in abortion would
“become victims of retribution” and that
“sodomites” would always be one of the
group’s targets.

On October 23, 1998, James Kopp, a.k.a.
Atomic Dog, murdered Dr. Barnett Slepian, a
well-known abortion doctor in upstate New
York. Hailed by his fellow Army of God mem-
bers as a holy man who executed a wicked
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serial killer and saved the lives of innocent
children, Kopp confessed to the murder but
swore that he did not intend to kill Dr. Slepi-
an. Kopp claimed that he had picked Slepi-
an’s name at random from a list of abortion
providers and intended only to wound him.
Kopp was on the run for more than two years
and placed on the FBI's Ten Most Wanted
Fugitives List until he was apprehended in
Dinan, France, in March 2001.

Vicki Saporta of the National Abortion Fed-
eration has called Michael Bray “one of the
most well-known domestic terrorists.” Bray
went to prison for his participation in the
bombings of ten mid-Atlantic abortion clinics
in the 1980s and served two years of a six-
year sentence after being convicted of con-
spiracy and explosives charges. Bray is the
author of A Time to Kill: A Study Concerning
the Use of Force and Abortion, an “ethical
treatise on the use of force in defense of the
child in the womb.”

In 1997 a Web site sponsored by David
Leach, whose newsletter Prayer & Action
Weekly News supports the proviolence abor-
tion network, serialized Rescue Platoon, a
futuristic novel that dramatizes the Army of
God as emerging victorious after a bloodbath
of epic and biblical proportions. That is the
same ending that the real-life Army of God
envisions.
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ARYAN NATIONS

The Aryan Nations have issued a declaration
of independence from the United States and
declared Anglo-Saxons as the true “chosen
people.”

ryan Nations is a paramilitary group that

was founded in the mid-1970s by Rev.
Richard Grant Butler and structured around
his Church of Jesus Christ Christian, one of
numerous churches associated with the
Christian Identity movement. Originally head-
quartered near Hayden Lake, Idaho (the
“international headquarters of the White
race”), Butler preached the Identity doctrine
that Anglo-Saxons, not Jews, are the Bible’s
true “chosen people”; African Americans are
“mud people,” more animal than human; and
Jews are the offspring of Satan. Although
Aryan Nations is primarily a Christian Identity
group, Butler’s anti-Semitism and his calling
for the establishment of a white racist state
undeniably reflected a Nazi-like philosophy.

During the 1980s a number of Aryan
Nations members joined followers of the neo-
Nazi National Alliance and some Knights of
the Ku Klux Klan to form a secret organiza-
tion called the Silent Brotherhood, also
known as the Order, which plotted to over-
throw the U.S. government. The Order
planned to raise cash to fund the revolution
by counterfeiting, robbing banks, and hijack-
ing armored cars, but those drastic methods
came to a halt with the death of its founder,
Robert J. Matthews, in a shootout with feder-
al agents in December 1984, and the subse-
quent imprisonment of many of its members.

As Richard Butler’s health began to fail,
the Aryan Nations’ Ohio chapter began posi-
tioning itself as a possible new headquarters
for the group. On February 16, 1997, the
Church of Jesus Christ Christian (also New
Vienna Church of Christ) in New Vienna, Ohio,
and the KKK organized a rally at the state
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capitol in Columbus to protest Black History
Month. In September 1997 Ohio’s Aryan
Nations leader, Harold Ray Redfaeirn, was
sentenced to six months in prison for carry-
ing a concealed weapon.

Carl Franklin, chief of staff for Aryan
Nations, whom Richard Butler had named as
his successor, left the group in 1993 as a
result of disagreements with Butler. Wayne
Jones, security chief at the Aryan compound
since the late 1980s, departed along with
Franklin. Franklin, Jones, and two other mem-
bers formed their own white-supremacist
group called the Church of Jesus Christ Chris-
tian of Montana.

In steadily declining health, Butler under-
went a crisis in his leadership after the
departure of Franklin. In December 1995 But-
ler's wife’s death added to his depression
and inability to lead the group.

In August 1999 Aryan Nations member
Buford Furrow shot and wounded four chil-
dren and one adult at a Jewish community
center in the Los Angeles suburb of Granada
Hills. Not yet satisfied with his kill, Furrow
drove to nearby Chatsworth and shot and
killed a Filipino American postal carrier.

Aryan Nations was forced to sell its com-
pound in Hayden Lake in 2000 after losing a
civil suit brought by the Southern Poverty Law
Center. Richard Butler died on September 8,
2004, and the number of active Aryan
Nations chapters fell to fifteen. After the
headquarters was relocated to Lincoln, Alaba-
ma, and Charles Juba assumed leadership, a
splinter group claiming to be the true Aryan
Nations, led by August Kreis, moved the base
to Sebring, Florida, early in 2005. Kreis will
not state how many members the Aryan
Nations has at the present time.

Aryan Nations Declaration of Indepen-
dence from the United States: In 1996
Aryan Nations published a “Declaration of
Independence” that accused the “Zionist
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Occupied Government of the United States of
America” of repeated injuries and of having
“an absolute tyranny over these [United]
states; moreover throughout the entire
world.” The declaration continued:

Therefore, the representatives of the
Aryan people, in council, appealing to
the supreme God of our folk for the rec-
titude of intentions...solemnly publish
and declare that the Aryan people in
America, are, and of rights ought to be,
a free and independent nation; that
they are absolved from all allegiance to
the United States of America, and that
all political connection between them
and the Federal government thereof, is
and ought to be, totally dissolved; and
that as a free and independent nation
they have full power to levy war, con-
clude peace, contract alliances; estab-
lish commerce, and to perform all other
acts which independent nations may of
right do.

The Aryan “Declaration” concludes: “We
must secure the existence of our people and
a future for White children.”

Activities: In 2005 August Kreis offered
sincere congratulations and best wishes to
al-Qaeda and all Islamic terrorists groups
who wage a holy war against the West. In
addition, he has proposed an alliance with
the neo-Nazis and Islamic radicals to fight
their common enemies, the Jews and the
American government.
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Conspiracy theorists soon saw everything from
a secret military operation to aliens correcting
the Earth’s rotation as a cause for the tragic
tsunami.

arly in the morning of December 26,

2004, a 9.3 earthquake shuddered the
ocean floor off northwestern Sumatra, forcing
billions of tons of seawater upward. Giant
waves rolled toward the beaches of Sumatra,
Thailand, and Sri Lanka, cascading downward
on thousands of unsuspecting villagers, holi-

day celebrants, and foreign tourists. The
massive tsunami claimed perhaps 300,000
lives and continued its destructive course
until it spent the last of its energy on the
beaches of Kenya.

Only a few days after the terrible catastro-
phe occurred, conspiracy theorists around
the world were busy debunking the scien-
tists’ explanations of a natural disaster. An
act of God was out of the question, these
individuals argued: this was a deliberate act
of cruel men. Among the most prevalent theo-
ries were the following:

- The U.S. military had secretly been test-
ing a deadly ecoweapon whose electro-
magnetic waves caused havoc with the

Vast area of destruction in Banda Aceh on the island of Sumatra, Indonesia, resulting from the devastating
tsunami of December 26, 2005. Photograph by Peter Dejong. AP/Wide World.
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environment and triggered the earth-
quake that spawned the tsunami.

- One of the superpowers had tested an
underwater nuclear device that proved
more powerful than anticipated.

« The U.S. military and State Department
had received advanced warning of the
impending tsunami, but they did nothing
to alert the Asian countries.

+ All of the government agencies of the
world knew of the coming monster
tsunami but did nothing to alert the vic-
tims in its path in order to comply with
the New World Order’s plan to decrease
planetary population.

- Benevolent aliens had noticed that the
rotation of the earth had become irregu-
lar and wobbly and sought to correct its
orbit. Scientists in India confirmed that
the planet’s rotation had become more
stabilized after the tsunami.
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ATLANTIS

Atlantis was a great lost civilization that pos-
sessed a technology superior to our own and a
Golden Age that has inspired dozens of secret
societies and thousands of dreamers, poets,
mystics, and maverick archaeologists.

In 1882 Ignatius Donnelly (1832-1901)
published Atlantis: The Antediluvian World,
arguing that all civilization is an inheritance
from Atlantis. Listing numerous parallels
between ancient cultures spaced far away
from each other, Donnelly argued that the
traits they held in common resulted from con-
tact with Atlanteans, members of the ancient
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civilization who escaped destruction during
its catastrophic final days and managed to
impart their knowledge to other peoples of
the world, helping civilize primitive societies,
passing on the secret of written language,
and supervising construction of some of the
world’s grandest and most mysterious struc-
tures. The pyramids of Egypt and the Ameri-
cas, the Sphinx in Egypt, and the megaliths of
western Europe are among the structures
attributed to the genius of the Atlanteans.

In the years since Donnelly published his
controversial book, believers have credited
the Atlanteans with having had the technolo-
gy to generate electricity, build flying
machines, and harness nuclear power for
energy and warfare—all more than nine thou-
sand years before such things came into
being in modern society. Some claim that the
Atlanteans were knowledgeable about a for-
midable death ray, secrets for levitation, and
pure forms of energy through crystals. Many
Atlantis enthusiasts firmly believe that the
inhabitants of the lost continent had cosmic
connections with extraterrestrials and may
actually have been a colony established on
Earth by alien explorers.

In the late 1960s undersea divers
researching the region near Bimini Island in
the Bahamas discovered what appeared to
be roadways, walls, and buildings under the
water in the exact location prophesied by
Edgar Cayce (1877-1945), a widely admired
psychic whose “life readings” for clients
revealed that many of their present-life psy-
chological traumas resulted from terrible inci-
dents that the individuals had experienced in
past lives. Many of their problems, according
to Cayce, were due to the sufferings they had
experienced as people who lived in Atlantis.

Cayce helped to popularize a modernized
view of Atlantis as a superior civilization that
had developed airplanes, submarines, X-rays,
antigravity devices, crystals that harness
energy from the sun, and powerful explo-
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sives. He theorized that a terrible explosion
in 50,000 BcE split Atlantis into five islands;
another rupture occurred in 28,000 BcE and a
third around 10,000 Bce. Cayce claimed that
he himself had been an Atlantean priest
around 10,500 Bck, had foreseen the coming
destruction, and had sent some of his follow-
ers to Egypt, where they directed the building
of the Sphinx and the Pyramids.

In 1940 Cayce predicted that remnants of
Atlantis would rise again near the Bahamas
in the late 1960s. In 1967 two pilots pho-
tographed a rectangular structure in the
ocean off the coast of Andros, the largest
island of the Bahamas. Another configuration
of stone, in the shape of a “J,” was found by
divers off the island of Bimini. The J-shaped
formation was believed to be a road of stone.
Extensive diving expeditions became com-
mon in the area, and some divers claimed to
have seen remnants of temples, pillars, and
pyramids.

Atlantean enthusiasts insist that there is
an organized cover-up on the part of the polit-
ical, religious, and scientific establishments
to keep proofs of Atlantis from the general
population. If the existence of the ancient
advanced civilization were officially acknowl-
edged, they assert, the current hypotheses
concerning the history and development of
humankind would have to be completely
revised. Acceptance of a prehistoric superciv-
ilization would make the current understand-
ing of history obsolete. To find irrefutable evi-
dence of a great worldwide culture that
thrived while the rest of humankind was
struggling to exist on a primitive level would
demolish conventional knowledge of the
progress of civilization.

Atlantis was first described in the works of
the Greek philosopher Plato (427-347 BCE),
who depicted it as a world of perfect order, a
model society. In two of his dialogues,
Timaeus and Critias, he provides a descrip-
tion of the island continent and how
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Atlanteans conquered all the known world
except for Athens. Critias, named after the
primary speaker in the dialogue, Plato’s great-
grandfather, presents a history of Atlantean
civilization and describes the ideal society
that flourished there. Critias notes that the
stories were originally passed on by an
ancestor, Solon (615-535 BCE), a politician
and poet who traveled widely.

Solon was informed by Egyptian priests in
the city of Sais, located in the Nile Delta, that
there was once a land even older in history
than Egypt, which the Greeks acknowledged
as being centuries older than their own soci-
ety. The priests described a large island con-
tinent called Atlantis that had prospered
some eight thousand years earlier and was
located beyond the Pillars of Hercules, the
Greek term for the rocks that form the Strait
of Gibraltar, the westernmost point of the
Mediterranean Sea. Beyond the strait is the
Atlantic Ocean. The primary city, also called
Atlantis, was located in the center of a series
of concentric rings that alternated between
strips of water and land. The water rings
served as canals for trade and helped form a
series of natural defenses that made an inva-
sion of Atlantis extremely difficult.

Although Atlantis had a powerful army of
professional soldiers, the culture promoted
learning, through which advances in engineer-
ing and science made the land bountiful,
beautiful, and powerful. In addition to magnifi-
cent architectural structures, a network of
bridges and tunnels linked the rings of land,
and clever uses of natural resources provided
security and abundance. Many groves provid-
ed solitude and beauty, racetracks were used
for athletic competitions, and irrigation sys-
tems ensured great harvests.

In Plato’s account, the people of Atlantis
eventually became corrupt and greedy,
putting selfish pursuits above the greater
good. They began invading other lands with
the idea of world domination. Angered by
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Atlantis Submerged, by Anthony C. Stewart. Fortean Picture Library.

these developments, the sea god Poseidon
set about destroying the civilization, battering
the continent with earthquakes and floods
until Atlantis was swallowed up by the ocean.

The common description of the destruction
of Atlantis has been linked by some to other
cataclysmic events—stories of a great deluge
in the Bible, the Epic of Gilgamesh and flood
myths in other societies. Some contend that
the end of the Ice Age between 12,000 and
10,000 sck likely resulted in rises of water
levels in various parts of the world and that
earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, and climate
changes, either incidental or associated with
the Ice Age, occurred during the time identi-
fied with the destruction of Atlantis.

Enthusiasts of the lost continent were tan-
talized in December 2001 when explorers
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using a miniature submarine to probe the
sea floor off the coast of Cuba announced
their discovery of stone structures deep
beneath the ocean surface that were sugges-
tive of ruins left by an unknown civilization
thousands of years ago. Representatives of
the Canadian-based Advanced Digital Com-
munications, together with experts from the
Cuban Academy of Sciences, said that the
structures, at a depth of around 2,100 feet,
were distributed as if remnants of an urban
area. Estimates of the age of the ancient city
under the sea were somewhere in the vicinity
of 6,000 years, about 1,500 years earlier
than the great Giza pyramids of Egypt.
Whether this intriguing site proves to be
Atlantis or evidence of a land bridge that
once linked Cuba to mainland South America,
it is certain to be controversial.
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AUM SHINRIKYO
(SUPREME TRUTH)

Asahara Shoko assisted the realization of his
doomsday prophecies by having his followers
release sarin nerve gas in Tokyo subway stations.

I n 1987 Asahara Shoko (born Chizuo Mat-
sumoto) established Aum Shinrikyo, a cult
with several hundred members. Shoko/Mat-
sumoto claimed to have received enlighten-
ment while he was alone in the Himalaya Moun-
tains in India in 1986. He was given the holy
new name of Asahara Shoko, a new religion to
be called Aum (Sanskrit for the powers of
destruction and creation) Shinrikyo (teaching of
the supreme truth), and a mission to teach the
truth about the creation and destruction of the
universe. In addition, the good deeds of Aum
would prevent the time of the Apocalypse. In
1989, after some resistance, the group was
approved as a religious entity in Japan.

Asahara Shoko was deeply influenced by
the book of Revelation in the Christian Bible,
the prophecies of Nostradamus, Tibetan Bud-
dhist teachings of transmigration, and vari-
ous Hindu motifs and deities. Shiva, the
Hindu god of destruction, serves as the pri-
mary deity in Aum. Initially, Asahara taught
his followers that they must strive to convert
evil energy into positive energy. In order to
avoid the mass destruction of nuclear war,
thirty thousand disciples must achieve true
liberation of spirit through his teachings.
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Few outsiders understood that Asahara had
a master plan to take over Japan and then the
world. Aum created Shinrito (Supreme Truth
Party), a new political party, and entered
twenty-five candidates in the 1990 Japanese
parliamentary election. Perhaps things might
have been different if all twenty-five Shinrito
candidates had not been defeated at the
polls. Asahara now began to receive apocalyp-
tic visions that emphasized the imminence of
the end of the world. One of the most fearful
messages from the spirit world stated that the
United States would initiate Armageddon by
starting World War Il with Japan.

With such a cataclysm awaiting the world,
Asahara told his followers that they must
accelerate their schedule to seize control of
Japan. One of the teachings in the Aum belief
system held that believers might remove bad
karma by enduring various kinds of suffering.
Indeed, it seemed logical that nonbelievers
might also be assisted in removing their bad
karma if Aum should help them in their suf-
fering—even in their death.

In 1994 Aum precipitated a number of
mysterious chemical accidents in Japan.
Clouds of sarin nerve gas killed seven people
and injured hundreds of others in the Kita-
Fukashi district of central Japan. On March
20, 1995, in the midst of morning rush hour
in Tokyo, ten highly placed Aum disciples
boarded five subway trains at different sta-
tions and, at a predetermined time, simulta-
neously released sarin, Killing twelve persons
and injuring up to six thousand. Placing the
cult under close scrutiny, Tokyo police report-
ed that between October 1988 and March
1995 Asahara may have ordered the murders
of thirty-three Aum followers who disobeyed
his commands or who wished to leave the
cult. Japanese police arrested Asahara and
104 followers in May 1995.

The Japanese government revoked its
recognition of the Aum as a religious organi-
zation in October 1995, but in 1997 a gov-
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Subway passengers affected by sarin gas planted in central Tokyo subways by the Aum Shinrikyo cult on March
20, 1995, are treated before being taken to the hospital. Photograph by Chikumo Chiaki. AP/Wide World.

ernment panel decided not to invoke the
nation’s Anti-Subversive Law against the
group, which would have outlawed the cult. A
1999 law gave the government authorization
to continue police surveillance of the group
due to concerns that the Aum might launch
future terrorist attacks. In July 2001, Russian
authorities arrested a group of Russian Aum
followers who had planned to set off bombs
near the Imperial Palace in Tokyo as part of
an operation to free Asahara from jail and
then smuggle him to Russia.

In January 2000, under the leadership of
Fumihiro Joyu, Aum changed its name to
Aleph (“to start anew”) and claimed to have
rejected the violent and apocalyptic teachings
of its founder. However, early in 2005, Japa-
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nese police raided four sites connected with
the cult. Inside one, they found a Geiger
counter and a partially constructed concrete
bunker with two stories underground. Many
nervous Japanese could not help wondering
whether the site was meant to take over the
complex of buildings near Mount Fuji, where
Aum Shinrikyo once made sarin gas and tor-
tured and incinerated errant members.
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B-25 GHOST BOMBER

The B-25 bomber is said to have been hauling
some very mysterious cargo when it ditched into
the Monongahela River. If the bomber was only
on a routine training flight as the air force
claimed, why has the entire aircraft disappeared?

he B-25 Mitchell bomber was one of

World War II's most famous U.S. war-
planes. On January 31, 1956, an aging B-25
ditched into the Monongahela River near
Pittsburgh—and has never been seen again.
Over the years, the “Ghost Bomber” has
achieved legendary status in the area and
spawned a number of conspiracy theories
concerning its cargo. Depending on the
theory, the B-25 was carrying an atom bomb,
nerve gas, Las Vegas showgirls, or a frag-
ment of the UFO crash at Roswell. Because
of the bomber’s clandestine cargo, some the-
orists contend, a top-secret crew of black-ops
specialists arrived, hoisted the plane to the
surface, then cut it into pieces and shipped
the parts down the river in barges.

According to official air force records, the B-
25 was hauling absolutely nothing of interest.
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The sole purpose of the flight was to give the
six-member crew some air time before the
bomber was retired. The plane took off from
Nellis Air Force Base in Nevada, landed at Tin-
ker Air Force Base in Oklahoma, then contin-
ued to Selfridge Air Force Base in Michigan
before flying to Olmstead Air Force Base in
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. As the craft flew
over western Pennsylvania, the pilot, Major
William Dotson, thirty-three, of San Antonio,
saw that his fuel was too low to make Olm-
stead, so he decided to head for Allegheny
County Airport in West Mifflin. Then, realizing
that he could not make the Allegheny airport
either, he chose to ditch the B-25 in the
Monongahela between the Glenwood Bridge
and the Homestead High Level Bridge.

Hundreds of withesses viewed the crash
from the vantage points of the bridges. Major
Dotson, a seasoned pilot, veteran of air cam-
paigns in World War Il and Korea, told the Pitts-
burgh Post-Gazette two days after the crash
that he chose the river because he didn’t want
to hit anyone on the ground.

All flight personnel survived the initial
impact of the crash. The pilot and five crew
members managed to climb out onto the
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wings as the B-25 began to float down-
stream. One of the crew members apparently
slipped off the wings, and witnesses counted
only five men on the rapidly sinking aircraft.
About a half mile from Becks Run, the plane
sank, and another crew member was lost.
The four surviving crewmen were rescued,
and the bodies of the two who drowned were
found a few weeks later.

The day after the crash a Coast Guard cut-
ter snagged what searchers believed may have
been one of the plane’s wings and dragged it
to the surface. But the anchor slipped off and
whatever it had nearly hauled to the surface
sank. On a second try, the two-inch tow line
snapped. On a third attempt, a smaller anchor
was lost. Three days after the B-25 ditched
into the Monongahela, an Army Corps of Engj-
neers dredging barge swept the river 150
times and was unable to find any trace of the
bomber. The Pittsburgh River Patrol and private
vessels dragged the river repeatedly to find
the plane. The water was high and running
fast, making their efforts even more difficult.
The Coast Guard tried once more, dragging the
main channel with a specially made grappling
hook, but located nothing. After fourteen days,
according to official air force reports, the
search for the B-25 was abandoned.

Air force spokespeople have commented
that a common misperception in the popular
mind is that a B-25 bomber is massive and
that its wreckage should be easy to find. The
B-25 is often confused with the B-17, the
famous four-engine Flying Fortress. The B-25
has a wingspan of only 67 feet, compared
with the B-17’s 103 feet 9 inches.

The mystery of the Ghost Bomber of the
Monongahela has grown over the years along
with the conspiracy theories of Nazi gold,
atomic secrets, and treasures of the Illumi-
nati that have been nominated as possible
cargoes of the aircraft. In the 1990s a sonar
survey located only cars, trees, and an
ancient paddle-wheeler. An image that
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seemed to have potential as a B-25’s fuse-
lage turned out to be a sunken barge.

Hundreds of withnesses saw the bomber
crash into the river. Four of the six crew mem-
bers were rescued. Is it possible that a World
War Il bomber could vanish almost immedi-
ately after it ditched? Or did the aircraft con-
tain secrets so incredible that black ops
scooped it up and hid it away?
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LOUIS BEAM

Louis Beam became a lone-wolf terrorist
against the government he believed had
betrayed the white race.

One of the most influential and incendiary
personalities on the far right, Louis
Beam (1946-) is generally considered the
first important practitioner of the “lone-wolf”
or “leaderless resistance” model of activism.
Beam became active first as a Klansman,
later as a neo-Nazi with Christian Identity
ties. For over three decades he has engaged
in an active crusade against a government
that he judges tyrannical and controlled by an
international Jewish conspiracy.

Reared in the segregationist South, Beam
grew up in Lake Jackson, Texas. After an
eighteen-month tour of duty in Vietnam, he
returned to Texas in 1968 and became a
member of the Texas branch of United Klans
of America (UKA), under the leadership of
Texas grand dragon Frank Converse.
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In 1976 Beam left the UKA and joined
David Duke’s Knights of the Ku Klux Klan
(KKKK), accepting the assignment of training
Klansmen in guerrilla warfare.

Beam grew increasingly dismayed over the
diminishing membership rolls of the white-
supremacist movement, and it became his
personal mission somehow to revitalize the
Klan. During 1978 and 1979 he recruited Klan
members among U.S. Army personnel at Fort
Hood in Texas, and by 1980 Duke had promot-
ed him grand dragon of the Texas KKKK.

In 1981 Beam ignited the explosive ten-
sions between refugee Viethamese shrimp
fishermen and native fishermen sharing the
Gulf Coast waters in the Galveston Bay area
of Texas. With the battle cry “White Power!
We will fight!” Beam brought in armed Klans-
men in support of the Texas fishermen and
harassed the refugee fishermen and other
Viethamese families residing in the area.

In concert with the Southern Poverty Law
Center, the Vietnamese Fishermen’s Associa-
tion sought an injunction that would halt the
Klan’s harassment. In May 1981 a U.S. dis-
trict court ruled in favor of the plaintiffs and
ordered Beam and his men to cease engaging
in unlawful acts of violence and intimidation.

Beam resigned as Texas grand dragon and
became ambassador at large for Richard But-
ler's Aryan Nations. While living at the Aryan
headquarters at Hayden Lake, Idaho, Beam
established an elaborate computer network
to more effectively promulgate racist and
anti-Semitic propaganda. Beam also created
the notorious assassination “point system,”
awarding scores to would-be assassins
based on the importance of their victims. All
indications were that Beam would ascend to
the leadership of Aryan Nations when the ail-
ing Butler decided to step down.

On April 24, 1987, Beam and thirteen oth-
ers were indicted by a federal grand jury in
Fort Smith, Arkansas, on charges that includ-
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ed the firebombing of a Jewish community
center in Bloomington, Indiana, attempting to
blow up a natural gas pipeline in Fulton,
Arkansas, purchasing firearms and explo-
sives in Missouri and Oklahoma, and stealing
over $4 million from banks and armored cars
in Washington State. Taking the code name
“Lonestar,” Beam disappeared in Mexico
before the indictment was issued. After an
encounter with Mexican federal judicial police
in Guadalajara that left one officer critically
wounded, Beam was captured and turned
over to U.S. officials on November 6, 1987.

Beam chose to represent himself in court,
with the assistance of Kirk Lyons, a lawyer
known to be sympathetic to radical-Right
clients. On April 7, 1988, after seven weeks
of testimony and twenty hours of delibera-
tions, the jury acquitted Beam and his code-
fendants on all charges, dealing a major blow
to the federal government’s attempted polic-
ing of the far right during the 1980s.

Filled with new confidence in his cause
and defiance toward the federal government,
Beam announced the birth of the “New
Right,” a movement that married Christian
Identity to “the creation of a national state
for the white man, an Aryan republic within
the borders of the present occupied country.”
At the same time, Beam linked America’s far
right with the “liberation movements” of
Syria, Libya, Iran, and Palestine. In Beam’s
view, Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat was a
particularly admirable figure.

In the first half of the 1990s Beam was
recognized as one of the most influential fig-
ures in American extremism. He began slowly
to fall out of favor with the radicals in the
movement because he made anti-Semitism
secondary to ridding the nation of the evils of
the federal government. Beam had also been
heard to make anti-Nazi comments.

In a letter to supporters in October 1996
Beam stated that it had been ten years since
his arrest, trial, and subsequent release at
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Fort Smith, Arkansas. He had given the
cause another ten years, and now he intend-
ed to give his family the next years of his life.
In addition, he admitted for the first time, he
had been exposed to Agent Orange while in
Vietnam, and his health was declining.

Today, Beam focuses his efforts primarily
on his Web site.
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ART BELL

Broadcasting from a desert compound not far
from the fabled Area 51, Art Bell keeps listen-
ers up all night with accounts of UFOs, time
travelers, and conspiracies.

rt Bell, the original host of Coast to

Coast, one of the largest syndicated
Monday-through-Friday talk radio programs in
the United States, and its sister program,
Dreamland, on Sunday nights, has said that his
quest for wisdom began early in life. He claims
that he makes no judgments about the stories
that his listeners phone in regarding UFOs,
monsters, government cover-ups, and llluminati/
Freemason conspiracies, but he espouses a
personal theory he calls “the Quickening”:
namely, that time is speeding up and bad
things are happening at an accelerated pace.

Bell operates his one-man show (he
serves as his own engineer, producer, infor-
mation director, and star) out of his ranch-
style home in Pahrump, Nevada, sixty miles
west of Las Vegas, not far from the fabled
Area 51, the secret military base where,
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some of his guests swear, UFOs are being
reverse-engineered. Bell and his wife,
Ramona, are not reluctant to recount the UFO
sighting they experienced one night as they
were returning from his previous job at radio
station KBWN in Las Vegas. The Bells
describe the object that hovered above their
automobile as an enormous triangular craft,
each side about 150 feet long, with two
bright lights at each point of the triangle. Bell
recalls that the UFO was silent and was bare-
ly moving as it floated directly over them.

After years of discussing alleged govern-
ment conspiracies and the nefarious deeds
of secret societies, Bell found himself
embroiled in a conspiracy of his own when a
scientist told him that a spaceship was sur-
reptitiously following the Hale-Bopp comet.
Bell repeated the story over the radio, and
the airwaves reverberated with paranoia con-
cerning the alien vehicle’s mission. However,
Marshall Herff Applewhite, a.k.a. Bo, the co-
creator of the Heaven’s Gate cult, knew why
the spaceship was coming. Word of a UFO
following close behind Hale-Bopp was just
the message that Applewhite had been wait-
ing for years to hear. The alien crew was com-
ing from another dimension to take him and
his thirty-eight followers home with them.

Bell insists that he discounted the story of
Hale-Bopp and its tag-along alien craft on the
air before the Heaven’s Gate mass suicide,
but several newspapers and national maga-
zines slanted their reports so that it
appeared Bell had been somehow responsi-
ble for the cultists’ deaths. He was offended
by what he considered a groundless attack
on his credibility.

Soon after the Hale-Bopp UFO tumult, a
fundamentalist Christian broadcaster
accused Bell of being a child molester. Found
innocent of all charges, which had been com-
pletely fabricated in an effort to discredit the
radio personality, Bell next faced an Internet
campaign claiming that he had openly
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declared his hatred of all Filipinos and con-
demned the Philippines as filthy and disgust-
ing. The charge was totally unfounded and
deemed absurd by Bell’s listeners, who know
that his wife is a brown-skinned Asian woman
of partly Philippine heritage. In 2001 the
Philippine Dail Inquirer published a retraction
and apologized to Bell after it had printed this
slander as fact.

Bell was licensed by the Federal Communi-
cations Commission as a technician when he
was only thirteen. He has worked in commer-
cial radio for nearly forty years, but it was
when he was at the 50,000-watt KBWN that
he built a following over thirteen southwest-
ern states for his brand of conspiracy/para-
normal radio talk show.

Some conspiracy theorists have suggested
that Bell is on the payroll of the secret gov-
ernment and is paid handsomely to spread
disinformation about aliens and the extrater-
restrial agenda on Earth. They suggest that
black ops are able to keep tabs on some of
Bell’'s more controversial guests by monitor-
ing their statements on his radio program.
Bell denies such accusations, stating that he
is merely a radio host airing many differing
and controversial views of the paranormal
and the conspiratorial.
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BIBLE CODE

The Hebrew Bible contains encrypted informa-
tion that can be revealed by computers employ-
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ing equidistant letter sequence (ELS). The Bible
Code proves that the divine hand of God guided
the ancient scribes and directed them to place
certain prophecies within the texts. The code
provides firm scientific proof of the existence of
God and his direction of earthly events.

liyahu Rips, an Israeli mathematician and

one of the leading experts on group theo-
ry, together with Doron Witztum and Yoav
Rosenberg, discovered the secret Bible Code.
Rips and Witztum entitled their original paper
on the experiment “Equidistant Letter
Sequences in the Book of Genesis.” Although
rabbis had discovered some parts of the
code over the centuries, it was not until the
advent of modern high-speed computers that
the depth and intricacy of the coded informa-
tion could be revealed.

To gain access to the mysterious code, the
mathematicians first arranged the 304,805
Hebrew letters of the first five books of the
Bible, the Torah, into a large array, removing all
spaces and punctuation and running the
words together one after another. Then a com-
puter searched for matches in all directions for
names, words, and phrases hidden in the text.
Rips and his associates ran a test in which
they set out to see if the code could pick out
the names of the sixty-six rabbis who had the
longest entries in various Jewish annals. The
computer program found all sixty-six names
embedded in the Hebrew text, together with
either the rabbis’ birth or death dates.

In test after test, the Bible Code found
people, places, and inventions that did not
come into being until three thousand years
after the ancient Hebrew texts had been
recorded. Months before the start of the Gulf
War, the researchers found the message fire
on 3rd Shevat (January 18), the exact date
that Saddam Hussein chose to fire scud mis-
siles at Israel. The words Hussein, scuds,
and Russian missile were all found encoded
in a close matrix in Genesis.

(1+9)



Bib Brother

Control texts, such as the Hebrew transla-
tion of War and Peace, were searched, and
nothing but random words were found.
According to Rips, only the Hebrew Bible may
be used, for according to tradition, God gave
the characters to Moses one at a time, with
no spaces or punctuation. However, in 1997
the mathematician Brendan McKay, among
others, found countless “predictions” in War
and Peace and several other books.

In 1994 Rips and his colleagues published
a paper in the Statistical Science Journal that
passed three levels of secular peer review.
Their work was later confirmed by mathemati-
cians at Harvard, Yale, and Hebrew Universi-
ty. It was replicated and confirmed by Harold
Gans, a senior codebreaker at the U.S.
Department of Defense. Since publication,
research has indicated that the hidden code
exists throughout all the books of the Tanakh
in the original Hebrew.

In 1997 Michael Drosnin’s The Bible Code
hit bestseller lists with its provocative claim
that the Hebrew Bible contains a very com-
plex code that predicted events which
occurred three thousand years after the
ancient texts were first written. Among the
startling examples given were the discovery
of the name Hitler, and close by it, the terms
evil man, Nazi and enemy, and slaughter.
When Eichmann—Adolf Eichmann
(1906-62), the man Hitler named to master-
mind the extermination of the Jews—was
found, the words ovens, extermination, and
Zyklon-B (the poison gas employed by the
Nazi executioners of the Jews) were embed-
ded nearby. The Bible Code also contained
information regarding the assassinations of
both John F. Kennedy and Robert Kennedy
and their assassins. Drosnin also found word
clusters with more positive connotations. For
example, a test for Shakespeare found his
name embedded with presented on stage,
Macbeth, and Hamlet nearby. Beethoven
appeared near German composer, Wright
Brothers near airplane, and Edison near elec-
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tricity and light bulb. Rips has since dis-
tanced his research from Drosnin’s and
emphasized the futility of attempting to pre-
dict the future from the code.

Drosnin, who says that he is an agnostic
and an objective journalist, states that his
belief in the Bible Code was confirmed when
a fanatic’s bullet killed Israeli prime minister
Yitzhak Rabin in 1995. Drosnin states that
he had seen the assassination forecast in
the code a year earlier and had even warned
Rabin of the danger.
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BIG BROTHER

Conspiracy theorists say that the warning is no
longer a literary allusion—Big Brother really is
watching us.

he classic 1984 describes a gloomy sce-

nario wherein a totalitarian government
called “the Party” has complete control over
its people at all times. Many refer to this
novel as being a nearly perfect prophetic
vision by the author, George Orwell, of a very
bleak and dismal future, one that seems to
be unfolding before our very eyes now in the
twenty-first century.

Today we have the technology to dominate
and track all citizens with brainwashing tech-
niques, media (including television, movies,
and computerlike devices that issue forth
propaganda), and tracking and spy systems
that follow our every move, with the ability
even to see and hear through walls. Yet in
1949 when Orwell wrote about these things,
most were not yet in existence.
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“Big Brother,” the supreme leader of the
Party in Orwell’s novel, has come to be syn-
onymous with a dictatorial society in which
corporations and government take away our
freedom, privacy, and ability to think for our-
selves, ruling over us with total power and
control. In the novel the Party’s slogan, “Big
Brother Is Watching You,” is continually
broadcast in and through all media. There is
no place to hide as banners, posters, movie
and TV screens, computers, stamps, coins,
even thought transfer, all transmit the decla-
ration of complete domination by Big Broth-
er. By extension, Big Brother and “Big Broth-
er Is Watching You” remain commonplaces
in referring to any and all of the conspira-
cies involved in bringing about a One World
Government.
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BILDERBERGERS

The Bilderbergers, a powerful international
secret society made up of six hundred wealthy
and influential individuals, has an aggressive
plan to achieve world domination.

he prestigious and influential secret soci-

ety known as the Bilderbergers has a
membership composed of six hundred very
wealthy and very powerful individuals, drawn
from the highest executive levels of interna-
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tional business, politics, education, finance,
and the media. This elite group is governed
by an even more secretive, almost entirely
anonymous, inner circle of fifteen, known as
the Incunabula.

The Bilderbergers got their name from the
place of their first meeting in 1954, the
Bilderberg Hotel in Oosterbeek, Holland. The
event was hosted by Prince Bernhard of the
Netherlands and a number of luminaries from
the European branch of the Illuminati. Since
1954 the Bilderbergers, as they began calling
themselves, have met secretly each year in a
different geographical location.

Once, when asked the purpose for the
international gathering of the global elite,
their spokesman, Charles Muller, said that
the group discusses issues that affect the
Western world—issues such as China, Islam,
energy management, the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO), corporate governance,
and the growth of certain nations. Journalists
who observed the event from afar during the
1997 gathering said that they spotted Colin
Powell, Henry Kissinger, World Bank president
James Wolfensohn, and David Rockefeller
among the attendees.

Certain conspiracy theorists who have
studied the makeup of the Bilderbergers
insist that the group is controlled by the ten-
man inner circle of the Illuminati. According
to their claims, this secret cabal has
painstakingly prepared an agenda for the
masses of humanity. Such individuals as the
Bilderbergers will become our masters, and
the vast majority of the global population can
look forward to a future existence as pawns,
if not slaves, of the Illuminati.

According to certain sources who claim
knowledge of the basic plan for world domi-
nance set in motion by the Bilderbergers, the
following are among their principal objectives:

+ The United States must promptly pay its
debt to the United Nations. In addition,
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the United States will be asked to con-
tribute billions of dollars to the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund. U.S. taxpayers
will be bled almost dry by such expendi-
tures.

+ NATO will be converted into a United
Nations military force. U.S. troops will
thereby come under the command of for-
eign officers.

+ Corporate governance will dissolve
national sovereignty and bring all of the
earth’s corporations under a single
global order. Local control over busi-
nesses and corporations by nations
and states will be terminated. The
great giants of finance will be able to
disregard the laws and dictates of all
governments, including those of the
United States.

+ As the twenty-first century progresses, a
new system of fascism will emerge under
the guise of “free-trade” practices that
will in fact be guided by the llluminati.

+ The Bilderbergers have approved the
Red Chinese model of economics as the
standard for the emerging European
superstate and the United States. As in
Communist China, all dissidents will be
dealt with severely and placed in work
camps.

+ As soon as the program can be imple-
mented, citizens in every nation will be
issued the Universal Biometrics Identifi-
cation Card.

- A Gestapo-like police force will enforce
the dictates of the Illuminati’'s New World
Order.
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OSAMA BIN LADEN

The CIA’s “Frankenstein monster” learned his
lessons of terrorism so well that he is the most
wanted man on earth.

Osama bin Laden is the most wanted man
on earth. The Rewards for Justice Pro-
gram of the U.S. Department of State is offer-
ing a reward of up to $25 million for informa-
tion leading to his capture, and the Airline
Pilots Association and the Air Transport Asso-
ciation will throw in an additional $2 million.
In 1988 bin Laden founded the terrorist group
al-Qaeda (“the Base”) and funded the terrorist
bombings of U.S. embassies in Nairobi,
Kenya, and Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, killing
224 people (August 7, 1998); the attack on
the USS Cole in Yemen (October 12, 2000);
and the coordinated plane hijackings and
assaults on the World Trade Center and the
Pentagon (September 11, 2001). In 1998 bin
Laden established the World Islamic Front for
Holy War against Jews and Crusaders and
issued an edict that declared the killing of
Americans, civilians and the military alike, “an
individual duty for every Muslim” in order to
“liberate the al-Agsa Mosque and the Holy
Mosque and in order to for their armies to
move out of all the lands of Islam, defeated,
and unable to threaten any Muslim.”

Osama bin Laden was born in 1957 in
Saudi Arabia, the son of a billionaire Saudi
family. He inherited $300 million when his
father died, and he amassed a great person-
al fortune on his own, as a well-connected
businessman in the construction trades and
in retail merchandising throughout the Middle
East. Standing six feet four or taller, he cov-
ers his very thin body with the clerical robes
of a spiritual leader.

Conspiracy theorists see great irony in the
bloody career of Osama bin Laden. In their
view, he was the “Frankenstein monster” that
the Central Intelligence Agency created. In

CONSPIRACIES AND SECRET SOCIETIES



Osama bin Laden

Osama bin Laden at an undisclosed location in a television image broadcast October 7, 2001, by Al-Jazeera.

AP/Wide World.

1979 bin Laden was recruited by the CIA to
fight the Soviet invaders of Afghanistan as
part of the largest covert operation in CIA his-
tory. The Agency utilized Pakistan’s Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI) as go-betweens, for
in order for this covert action to succeed, none
of the CIA's efforts could be traced back to
Washington. While there may have been some
sympathy for the Afghanistan freedom fighters,
the ultimate goal was to take a chunk out of
the Soviet Union’s military forces.

Bin Laden began funneling money to the
mujahideen fighting the invaders and became
closely associated with the Egyptian Jihad
and other Islamic extremist groups. The CIA
actively encouraged the rebel Muslims in
Afghanistan to declare a jihad against the
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Soviets, and some 35,000 Muslim extrem-
ists from forty Islamic countries were drawn
to fight the invaders of their brothers’ home-
land. The CIA and ISI set up guerilla training
camps in which combat techniques were inte-
grated with the teachings of Islam. In the
early 1980s bin Laden was actively involved
in the camps to train freedom fighters to
engage the Soviets, and he enlisted thou-
sands of recruits from Saudi Arabia, Algeria,
Egypt, Yemen, Pakistan, and Sudan to contin-
ue the struggle against the enemies of Islam.

The CIA and ISI were rewarded for their
covert efforts by eventually influencing over
100,000 foreign Islamic radicals to support
the resistance to the Soviet invasion. In
March 1985 President Ronald Reagan signed
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a National Security Decision Directive that
increased covert military aid to the Muslim
resistance.

The success of the covert operation can
be gauged by the responses of Muslim
extremists after the Soviets had withdrawn;
many later said that they had no idea they
were fighting the war on behalf of the United
States. Although there were contacts at the
upper levels of the intelligence hierarchy, the
Islamic rebels in the field never suspected
that it was the Americans who were supplying
them with sophisticated weaponry and train-
ing them to become more effective warriors.
Even the very clever bin Laden once admitted
that he had seen no evidence of American
assistance in the war against the Soviets.

The Soviet Union withdrew its troops in
1989, but the civil warfare in Afghanistan con-
tinued without missing a beat. The Taliban
(the name translates simply and ironically as
“students”), supported by various factions
within Pakistan, eventually were able to install
a hard-line Islamic government in Afghanistan.
At the time, the Taliban Islamic State served
America’s geopolitical interests. The Afghan
opium trade was financing and equipping the
Bosnian Muslim Army and the Kosovo Libera-
tion Army, so Washington turned a deaf ear to
the cries for assistance from the reign of ter-
ror imposed by the Taliban.

In 1988 bin Laden founded al-Qaeda to
unite Arabs who fought against the Soviet
invasion in Afghanistan. It wasn’t long, how-
ever, before he came to believe that al-Qaeda
should be the champion for the over one bil-
lion Muslims in the world who feel that their
complaints have not been heard by the West.

After a truck-bombing of a U.S. military
complex near Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, in 1996
killed nineteen U.S. airmen and wounded
515 people, including 240 Americans, bin
Laden reaffirmed his call for a jihad against
Americans: “We have focused our declaration
of jihad on the U.S. soldiers inside Arabia,”
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he said during an interview with CNN, but he
warned that other attacks were imminent
because of the U.S. government’s “extremely
unjust, hideous, criminal acts” in support of
the Israeli occupation of Palestine.

From bin Laden’s perspective and the view-
point of various Islamic extremist groups, the
Arabs have many issues with the West, and
especially the United States:

- The influence of Western decadence
threatens Arab fundamentalist cultures
in the Middle East and other heavily
Islamic parts of the world.

- Americans have manipulated Arab poli-
tics and ignored nearly seventy years of
demands for reparations for Zionist
atrocities in Israel and the “theft” of
Arab land in Palestine.

- The arrogance of some of those who
took that land made Arabs feel unwel-
come in their former homeland.

+ The historic Western exploitation of Arab
oil until Arabs formed their oil cartel.

- The prejudice against Arabs around the
world for their religion and cultural beliefs.

- The desire of Arab fanatics to force the
whole world to accept Islam and become
an international Islamic theocracy.

In 1994, because of his opposition to the
Saudi king, bin Laden was stripped of his citi-
zenship and expelled from Saudi Arabia. He
moved his operations to Khartoum, Sudan,
where he had many prosperous businesses,
but under pressure from the United States, he
was expelled from that nation too. In 1996 he
settled into mountain encampments in
Afghanistan and established a number of
training bases. At that time, he told Ameri-
cans, through an interview with CNN’s Peter
Arnett, that if they seriously wished to cease
the explosions inside their country, they
should stop provoking the feelings of millions
of Muslims. The “hundreds of thousands who
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have been Killed or displaced in Iraq, Pales-
tine, Lebanon,” bin Laden warned, had “broth-
ers and relatives” who would make Ramzi
Yousef (convicted for the 1993 World Trade
Center bombing) “a symbol and a teacher.”

According to some students of bin Laden’s
evolution to the world’s most notorious terror-
ist, the act that enraged him enough to put
his threats into action might have been the
August 19, 1998, U.S. missile strike in
Sudan of a target that turned out to be an
innocent aspirin, powdered milk, and baby
food factory. The blast killed 167 Muslims
praying in a nearby mosque, including at least
one of bin Laden’s relatives. Bin Laden then
expanded his terror network and declared a
fatwa (a religious opinion or judgment issued
by a qualified scholar or a religious leader)
decreeing jihad against America. He immedi-
ately gained 100,000 new volunteers.

Conspiracy theorists believe that bin
Laden has been very useful to elements in
the secret government. When we’ve all had
enough of fighting terrorists, we’ll turn to the
New World Order as our salvation from
chaos. In the meantime defense contractors
are getting richer and richer, the military more
and more powerful. Proof that the secret gov-
ernment is watching over the bin Laden fami-
ly, conspiracists say, is the fact that twenty-
four members of the family, along with over a
hundred other highly placed Saudis, were
flown out of the United States without being
questioned just after the 9/11 terror attacks.

On September 23, 2001, Osama bin
Laden, commenting on the military strikes
against al-Qaeda in Pakistan, said, “We hope
that these brothers are among the first mar-
tyrs in Islam’s battle in this era against the
new Christian-Jewish crusade led by the big
crusader Bush under the flag of the Cross.”
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BIOCHIP IMPLANTS

The secret government, working together with
the llluminati and the New World Order, plans to
chip-implant and track all Americans in order
make them subservient to the will of their rulers.

July 2004 MSN poll revealed that 20

percent of those interviewed would
experience no reluctance to receive an
implantable microchip. Government workers
in Mexico are informed that they must
receive a chip or lose their jobs. Tech-loving
members of the youth culture are unhesitat-
ingly accepting chip implants in their arms as
passes into exclusive nightclubs.

Over the past two decades propagandists
for the New World Order have steadily eroded
the revulsion and suspicion that the general
public felt toward microchips implanted in
their bodies. Initially, the chip was promoted
as an effective means of tracing pets that
strayed and of locating children who were lost
or abducted. Because the microchip implants
were successful, resistance and rational fears
deteriorated on the part of many people.

In the 1950s and '60s, a large number of
experiments in behavior modification were
conducted in the United States, and it was
well known that electrical implants were
inserted into the brains of animals and
humans. Later, when new techniques in influ-
encing brain functions became a priority to
military and intelligence services, secret
experiments were conducted with such unwill-
ing guinea pigs as inmates of prisons, sol-
diers, mental patients, handicapped children,
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the elderly, and any group of people consid-
ered expendable.

Rauni-Leena Luukanen-Kilde, former chief
medical officer of Finland, has stated that
mysterious brain implants about one centi-
meter square began showing up in X-rays in
the 1980s. In a few years, implants were
found the size of a grain of rice. Dr. Luukanen-
Kilde stated that the implants were made of
silicon, later of gallium arsenide. Today such
implants are small enough that it is nearly
impossible to detect or remove them. They
can easily be inserted into the neck or back
during surgical operations, with or without the
consent of the subject.

In May 1995 the Washington Post report-
ed that Prince William of Great Britain was
implanted at the age of twelve. If he were
ever kidnapped, security agents explained, a
radio wave with a specific frequency targeted
to his microchip would be routed through a
satellite to a computer in police headquar-
ters. Employing such technology, the prince
could be located anywhere on the globe.

According to many conspiracy theorists,
within a few years all Americans will be forced
to receive a programmable biochip implant
somewhere in their body, most likely on the
back of a hand for easy scanning at stores.
The implant will also serve as a universal iden-
tification card. A number assigned at birth will
follow that person throughout life. Eventually,
every newborn will receive such an implant.

Initially, people will be informed that the
biochip is largely for purposes of identifica-
tion. The reality is that the implant will be
linked to a massive supercomputer system
through which government agencies can
maintain a surveillance of all citizens by
ground sensors and satellites. Today’s
microchips operate by means of low-frequen-
cy radio waves that target them. With the
help of satellites, implanted persons can be
followed anywhere. Their brain functions can
be remotely monitored by supercomputers
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and even altered through the changing of fre-
quencies. Even worse, say the alarmists,
once the surveillance system is in place, the
biochips will be implemented to transform
every man, woman, and child into a con-
trolled slave, for these devices will enable
outside intelligences to influence a person’s
brain cells and neurons. People can be
forced to think and to act exactly as govern-
ment intelligence agencies have programmed
them to think and behave.

The technology exists right now to create a
totalitarian New World Order. Secret govern-
ment agencies are utilizing covert neurologi-
cal communication systems in order to sub-
vert independent thinking and to control
social and political activity. The National
Security Agency (NSA) has electronic surveil-
lance system that can simultaneously follow
the unique bioelectrical resonance brain fre-
quency of millions of people. NSA’s Signals
Intelligence group can remotely monitor infor-
mation from human brains by decoding the
evoked potentials (3.5 Hz, 5 milliwatt) emit-
ted by the brain; similarly, stimulation signals
can be sent to the brains of specific individu-
als, causing the desired effects to be experi-
enced by the target.

A U.S. Navy research laboratory, funded by
intelligence agencies, has achieved the
incredible breakthrough of uniting living brain
cells with microchips. Those who investigate
this conspiracy contend that when such a
chip is injected into a man’s or a woman’s
brain, he or she instantly becomes a living
vegetable and a subservient New World Order
slave. And once this device is perfected, the
biochip implant could easily be converted
into a “Frankenstein-type weapon,” and the
Defense Department can produce an army of
killer zombies.

Various conspiracy journals recount the alle-
gations issuing from a couple in Palo Alto, Cali-
fornia, who are convinced that their teenaged
son’s psychological problems are the result of
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Britain’s Prince William (right) reportedly had a biochip implanted at the age of twelve. He is seen here with
his brother, Prince Harry, as they attend the civil ceremony marriage of their father, Prince Charles, and Camil-
la Parker Bowles on April 9, 2005. AP/Wide World/Tim Graham Picture Library.

a biochip that was implanted in his head by a
CIA agent during a tonsillectomy. According to
the young man and his parents, he is con-
stantly receiving threats and negative thoughts
through a wavelength that is received by the
biochip in his brain. They swear the device has
shown up on X-rays, but that the evidence was
destroyed by CIA agents.

According to researchers, those who have
been victimized by mind-control experiments
are often diagnosed as mentally ill by doctors
who are not privy to the secret research
being conducted against the will of private cit-
izens. Such claims that the individuals are
being targeted against their will or being used
as guinea pigs for electronic, chemical, and
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bacteriological forms of psychological warfare
are assessed as paranoid delusions.

Experts have said that a micromillimeter
chip placed in the optical nerve of the eye
could draw neuroimpulses from the brain that
embody the experiences, smells, sights, and
voice of the implanted subject. These
neuroimpulses could be stored in a computer
and may be projected back to the person’s
brain, via the microchip, to be reexperienced.
A computer operator could send electromag-
netic messages to the target’s nervous sys-
tem, thereby inducing hallucinations.

Before his execution, convicted Oklahoma
City Federal Building bomber Timothy
McVeigh frequently stated his contention that
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federal agents were able to track him during
the 1990s because of an electronic monitor-
ing device that had been placed in his leg.
McVeigh was not alone in his belief that the
U.S. Army secretly implanted such devices in
the legs of American soldiers during the Gulf
War. Numerous veterans have made similar
allegations.
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BLACK
HELICOPTERS

Since the 1980s, hundreds of men and women
have reported being harassed and spied upon
by mysterious unmarked black helicopters,
which they believe to be the property of a clan-
destine national police force that will soon
begin to wage incessant warfare against all
Americans who oppose the secret government.

M any conspiracy theorists believe that
individuals who are involved in the
investigation of any suspected conspiracy or
who are doing serious UFO research are cer-
tain to be under surveillance by hovering black
helicopters without any identifying markings
and flying at unsafe or illegal altitudes.

When the Federal Aviation Authority was
asked by alarmed citizens’ groups to investi-
gate black helicopter traffic over the United
States, the FAA stated that it had no investi-
gations on file. However, many individuals
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reported that the FAA did have agents in the
field taking depositions from witnesses to
the activity of black, unmarked helicopters.

The pilots who fly the mystery helicopters,
as well as the black-uniformed agents within
the craft, are thought to be the minions of the
secret government that has signed a docu-
ment turning over control of our nation’s mili-
tary forces to greedy and power-hungry inter-
national bankers, the Secret Brotherhood of
the llluminati, and their various allies. In a
few ground sightings, the occupants of the
helicopters have been described as men
wearing black uniforms and carrying automat-
ic weapons. They may shy away if law enforce-
ment officers try to approach, but there are
also numerous accounts of aggressive behav-
ior on the part of the helicopter crews.

According to some conspiracy
researchers, the crews of the black heli-
copters are veterans of a highly classified CIA
project, which involved the training and indoc-
trination of selected, multiple-personality
assassins. These agents were not only pro-
grammed to Kill, but after repeated torture
and hypnotic brainwashing sessions they
were given selective “memories” of new and
fictitious lives. Such insidious and reprehen-
sible experiments in mind control were con-
ducted by the CIA in the 1950s and 1960s
under the code name MK-ULTRA, and the
assassins produced by the program were
considered a kind of secret weapon against
the Soviet Union.

MK-ULTRA crews aboard the black heli-
copters are assigned to seek out those
researchers and investigators who are becom-
ing too much of an annoyance to the secret
government. If these individuals do not desist
in their investigations of the international con-
spiracy headed by the New World Order and
the llluminati, they will be abducted and
undergo experiments in biochemical research,
psychosurgery, and electrical stimulation of
the brain. After repeated torture and hypnotic
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brainwashing sessions, they will be given
selective “memories” that may include
intense recall of UFO sightings and abduction
experiences, causing them to be discredited
by any civil authorities to whom they might
later report their claims of having been
abducted by agents of the secret government.

Many of the black helicopters patrol the
area above underground bases constructed
for use by government agencies in the event
of nuclear war. Entities associated with such
underground facilities include the Pentagon,
CIA, Federal Emergency Management Agency,
and National Security Agency. According to
some informants, at least ninety-six under-
ground centers have been secretly funded by
the U.S. government.
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BLACK MADONNA

Tradition says that the portrait on display in the
church in Czestochowa, Poland, is that of Mary,
the mother of Jesus, painted from life by Saint

Luke. Others argue that the portrait is of Mary

Magdalene.

According to tradition, Saint Luke, the
“beloved physician,” painted a portrait of
Jesus’ mother on the cedar wood table at
which she took her meals. More than two
centuries later, during her visit to the Holy
Land, Helena (c. 247—-c. 330), the mother of
Emperor Constantine (c. 288-337), is said to
have discovered the portrait and brought it to
Constantinople. In the eleventh century, Saint
Ladislaus (1040-95), determined to save the
image of the Madonna from the repeated
invasions of the Tartars, took the portrait to
Opala, Poland, the city of his birth, for safe-
keeping. Regrettably, not long after this
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The image of the ancient sacred Black Madonna in
the Jasna Gora monastery in Czestochowa, southern
Poland, shortly before being blessed in August 2005
upon completion of a new cover made of nine kilo-
grams of amber and almost a thousand diamonds.
Photograph by Jacek Sroda, AP/Wide World.

move, a disrespectful Tartar’s arrow managed
to find its way to the Madonna’s throat, inflict-
ing a scar that still remains visible. In 1430,
Hussite thieves stole the portrait and broke it
into three pieces.

Of the more than four hundred images of
the Black Madonna or Black Virgin known
worldwide, the image of Our Lady in Czesto-
chowa, Poland, has received the most contem-
porary recognition because of the personal
devotion displayed toward this religious icon by
Pope John Paul Il (1920-2005). Pope John
Paul, a native of Poland, prayed before the
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Madonna of Czestochowa in 1979, several
months after his election to the chair of Peter,
and he made subsequent visits in 1983 and in
1991. The reports of miracles and healings
attributed to Our Lady of Czestochowa (also
known as Our Lady of Jasna Gora) down
through the centuries are numerous, and they
include greatly enhancing the ability of a small
group of Polish defenders to protect her sanc-
tuary from an army of Swedish invaders in
1655 and her apparition’s appearance dis-
persing an invading army of Russians in 1920.
Records of such spectacular acts of interven-
tion and dramatic cures are kept in the
archives of the Pauline Fathers at Jasna Gora,
the monastery site in which the portrait was
housed for six centuries.

An aspect of the painting that has puzzled
many individuals upon viewing Our Lady of
Czestochowa, as well as all the other portraits
of the Black Madonna, is why she has such
dark skin tones. Some scholars suggest that it
wasn’t until the onset of the Renaissance in
the fourteenth century that artists began to
portray Jesus, Mary, and Joseph as having
pale skin, blue eyes, and blond or reddish-
blond hair. Before then, the holy family and the
apostles were most often depicted as Semitic
people with the dark skin tones characteristic
of the Middle East. If the Black Madonna of
Czestochowa was truly a portrait of Mary paint-
ed from life by the apostle Luke, he would
surely have captured a woman with olive or
dark brown skin and black or brown hair.

Other researchers, commenting upon the
mystique of the Black Madonna, state that the
Roman Catholic Church has not warmly
embraced such depictions of the Virgin Mary
because it regards such representations as
actually paying tribute to the ancient goddess-
es and earth mothers, and thus perpetuating
strains of pagan worship. Church scholars
point out that Saint-Germain-des-Prés, the old-
est church in Paris (Par-Isis, the Grove of Isis),
was built in 542 on the site of a former temple
dedicated to Isis, the Creatress, the “Giver of
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Life” in the Egyptian and Roman mysteries.
Isis had been the patron goddess of Paris until
Christianity replaced her with Saint Genevieve.
Within the church of Saint-Germain-des-Prés,
however, parishioners worshipped a black stat-
ue of Isis until it was destroyed in 1514.

Diana/Artemis, together with the other two
preeminent goddesses of the East, Isis and
Cybele, were represented as black madon-
nas. And before the people of the East bent
their knees to Diana, Isis, and Cybele, they
had worshipped the Great Mother as Inanna
in Sumeria, as Ishtar in Babylonia, and as
Astarte among the Hebrews. Most scholars
agree that among the first images of the
Black Madonna and her divine son were
Egyptian representations of Isis and Horus.

The Black Madonna may also refer to Mary
Magdalene, who in the traditions of some
early Christian sects, such as the Gnostics,
was the wife of Jesus. In one version of the
events after Jesus’ death on the cross at the
hands of the Romans, Mary Magdalene
brought the cup used at the Last Supper—
the Holy Grail—from Palestine to southern
France, where it would eventually be guarded
by the Knights Templar.

There is also a belief that Mary arrived in
France carrying within her womb a child
fathered by Jesus of Nazareth, and that this
child became the progenitor for the royal fam-
ily of France. For those who hold such beliefs,
the Holy Grail is a metaphor for Mary Magda-
lene’s womb, which carried the true blood of
Jesus in the person of his unborn son. There-
fore, many of the depictions of the Black
Madonna and Child throughout the regions of
southern France and Spain may be regarded
as images of Mary Magdalene carrying the
infant son of Jesus, rather than the Virgin
Mary carrying the infant Jesus.
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Duricy, Michael P “Black Madonnas: Our Lady of
Czestochowa.” http://www.udayton.edu/mary/
meditations/olczest.html.

BLACK SUN

This German secret society was developed to
prepare the Aryan race to meet the supermen
who live in the earth’s interior.

he Coming Race (1871), a novel by the

occultist Edward Bulwer-Lytton, was set in
the earth’s interior, where an advanced civi-
lization of giants thrived. The giants had built
a paradise and discovered a form of energy
so powerful that they outlawed its use as a
potential weapon. This force, the Vril, was
derived from the Black Sun, a large ball of
“Prima Materia” that provides light and radia-
tion to the inhabitants of the inner earth.

Persistent legends in nearly every culture
tell of an elder race that populated the earth
millions of years ago. The Old Ones, who may
originally have been of extraterrestrial origin,
were an immensely intelligent and scientifi-
cally advanced species who eventually chose
to structure their own environment under the
surface of the planet’s soil and seas. The Old
Ones usually remain aloof from the surface
dwellers, but from time to time throughout
history they have been known to visit certain
of the upper world’s more intelligent mem-
bers in the guise of alchemists or mysterious
scientists in order to offer constructive criti-
cism and, in some cases, to give valuable
advice in the material sciences.

According to certain occult traditions,
Agharta is a subterranean empire of under-
world supermen who periodically surface to
oversee the progress of the human race.
According to one source, the underground
kingdom of Agharta was created when the
ancestors of its present-day denizens drove
the Serpent People from the caverns during
an ancient war.
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By the 1840s the legend of Agharta and
its underworld capital, Shambhala, had circu-
lated widely among the mystically minded in
Germany. According to this ancient tradition,
the Master of the World already controlled
many kings and rulers of the surface world by
exercising his occult powers. Soon this mas-
ter and his superrace would launch an inva-
sion of the surface nations and subjugate all
humans to his will. Various secret societies
that formed in Germany in the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries wanted desper-
ately not only to prove themselves worthy of
the superhumans who lived beneath the plan-
et’s surface, but also to control the incredibly
powerful Vril force. This ancient force had
been known among the alchemists and magi-
cians as the Chi, the Odic force, the Orgone,
and Astral Light, and they were well aware of
its transformative powers to create super-
men of ordinary mortals.

The secret society of the Black Sun coex-
isted with the Vril and the Thule societies in
Germany prior to and during World War |, and
it blended with the other groups after the war.
Although these societies borrowed some con-
cepts and rites from Theosophists, Rosicru-
cians, and various Hermetic groups, they
placed special emphasis on what they
believed to be the innate mystical powers of
the Aryan race. Mme Helena Blavatsky had
listed the Six Root Races—the Astral, Hyper-
borean, Lemurian, Atlantean, Aryan, and the
coming Master Race. The Germanic/Nordic/
Teutonic people were of Aryan origin, and
Christianity had destroyed the power of the
Teutonic civilization.

The Black Sun, like the swastika, is a very
ancient symbol. While the swastika represents
the eternal fountain of creation, the Black Sun
is even older, suggesting the very void of cre-
ation itself. The symbol on the Nazi flag is the
Thule Sonnenrad (sun wheel), not a reversed
good-luck swastika. The Black Sun can be
seen in many ancient Babylonian and Assyrian
places of worship. In its German incarnation, it
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perhaps also suggests the Norse myth in
which the great wolf Fenrir will swallow the sun
at the beginning of the Wolf Age.

Sources

“Black Sun.” http://www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_
Sun.

Bulwer-Lytton, Sir Edward. Vril, The Power of the Com-
ing Race (1871). The entire book online: http://
www.sacred-text.com/atl/vril/vril.htm.

BOHEMIAN GROVE

Sealed off by black helicopters and a private
security force, the wicked men of the Bohemian
Grove are free to perform supreme acts of vile
debauchery while they plan the fate of the world.

Sealed off from the public by helicopters
and armed guards, some 2,500 of the
world’s wealthiest, most influential, and most
powerful men meet each year for seventeen
intense days in private 2,700-acre retreat on
the Russian River in Sonoma County, Califor-
nia. The rites and rituals of the San Francisco
Bohemian Club are held in secret in a grove
of ancient redwood trees, but the decisions
made there shape international policies that
influence people throughout the world. Con-
spiracy theorists state that the principal
theme of the annual meeting is celebration of
patriarchy, racism, and class privilege.

The membership roll of this elitist group of
men—no women members—is kept in
strictest confidence, but it includes super-
wealthy, blood-dynasty family members of the
[lluminati, corporate chieftains, and high gov-
ernment officials. According to a number of
conspiracy theorists and several fundamen-
talist Christian evangelical ministers, one
might find among the rich and politically pow-
erful gentlemen cavorting about in the
Bohemian Grove former U.S. presidents
George H. W. Bush and Gerald Ford; Supreme
Court justice Antonin Scalia; former secretary
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of defense Caspar Weinberger; the mayors of
Los Angeles, San Francisco, and other major
cities; astronauts Wally Schirra and Frank
Borman; former FBI and CIA directors; former
secretaries of state George Shultz and Henry
Kissinger; international bankers; and the
heads of big oil companies. Many of the
world’s media chiefs are Bohemian Grove
members, including the leading representa-
tives of Time magazine, People magazine,
CNN, and many other information outlets.

The former German chancellor Helmut
Schmidt is alleged to have commented that
his weekend as a guest at the Bohemian
Grove encampment was one of the most
astounding experiences that he ever had in
the United States.

According to an informant for the conspira-
cy theorists, Great Britain’s Queen Elizabeth
made a stunning cameo appearance at the
Bohemian Grove in 1983. Her Majesty was
honored with a wild, ecstatic pagan dance
ceremony, complete with stage props such as
Egyptian pyramids and Babylonian artifacts.

In the allegations of certain researchers,
the Bohemian Grove hierarchy exercises con-
siderable control over the U.S. presidency.
President Ronald Reagan once confided to
friends that it was his acceptance by the men
of the Bohemian Grove, following his “coming
out” at one of their conclaves, that sealed for
him the high office of president of the United
States.

In 1995 House Speaker Newt Gingrich
attended the meeting in the grove and was
given instructions to cooperate with President
Bill Clinton in building the New World Order.

One of the main rituals performed by the
Bohemian Grove participants involves their
bowing down before a forty-foot statue of an
owl. Walter Cronkite on tape is said to be the
voice of the carved-wood owl, the mascot at
Bohemian Grove that opens the ceremonies.
Members proudly display owl figurines, stat-
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ues, and images in their homes and in their
corporate and government offices.

The Bohemian Grove represents the eter-
nal mystery cults of Babylon, Rome, and
Greece. Scottish Rite Masonry is part and
parcel of the Bohemian Grove. Most impor-
tant, this is where diabolical satanic powers
congregate each year to plan and to execute
their grotesque hidden agenda for the world.

On July 14, 2004, the Bohemian Club cele-
brated the 125th anniversary of the founding
of the elite group that President Herbert
Hoover once called “the greatest men’s party
on Earth.”

Sources

“Bohemian Club in the News.” http://www.progranda
matrix.com/archive_bohemian_grove.html.
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Reporting. http://www.fair.org/extra/best-of-extra/
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RON BROWN,
MURDER OF

Although Ron Brown, President Clinton’s first
commerce secretary, was said to have been
killed along with thirty-four others in an airplane
crash in Croatia, what appears to have been a
bullet hole in his skull suggests that his death
might not have been accidental.

n August of 1997, sixteen months after he

died in a jet crash, Ron Brown, President
Bill Clinton’s first commerce secretary, was
once again in the Washington spotlight as
congressional investigators examined allega-
tions that he had misused his agency to aid
Clinton’s reelection campaign. Principal
among the accusations were those suggest-
ing that Brown had sold his influence with the
president to the highest bidders among U.S.
business executives and foreign interests.
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FBI agent Jerome Campane testified that
restaurateur Charlie Trie, a Clinton friend
from Little Rock, escorted Chinese arms
dealer Wang Jun to a White House coffee
with the president in February 1996. After
the amenities at the coffee party, according
to Campane, Trie and Jun went across Penn-
sylvania Avenue to meet with Ron Brown at
Commerce.

Accusations of campaign abuses continued
to be thrown at the Democratic National Com-
mittee, which Brown had headed before he
joined Clinton’s cabinet. Getting the goods on
the crew who helped reelect the president was
made difficult by Brown’s sudden death and
the fact that as early as the summer of 1997,
nearly all of the twenty-one senior officials or
lower-level employees who worked under
Brown had left the agency. According to former
Commerce aide Robert Atkins, political docu-
ments bearing the logo of the Democratic
National Committee and the Executive Office
of the President were frequently shredded at
Commerce—so much so, Atkins said, that the
shredder was repeatedly broken from overuse.

Ron Brown was the Democratic National
Committee chairman from 1989 to 1992. He
headed the Commerce Department for three
years, from January 1993 until his death in
April 1996. Perishing with him in the Croatian
air tragedy were twenty-eight other passen-
gers, including senior officers of the Com-
merce Department, corporate chief executive
officers, financial experts, journalists, and
photographers. In addition, the aircraft’s six
crew members were killed.

One of those crew members, Tech. Sgt.
Shelly Kelly, steward, who was riding in the
tail, is said to have survived the crash itself
with only minor cuts and bruises. However,
she died en route to the hospital. An autopsy
later revealed a three-inch incision over her
femoral artery. According to some sources,
the incision was made at least three hours
after the injuries sustained in the crash.
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Strangely enough, there were no further
autopsies. An official order called for all the
bodies to be cremated. This was considered
by most people to be a thoughtful act
because so many of the bodies were terribly
shattered. It is also impossible to conduct
autopsies on ashes.

Although the majority of U.S. officials
denied even the possibility of foul play in
regard to the crash, a number of investiga-
tors wondered why co-captains Ashley J.
Davis and Tim Shafer were ordered to take
off in such bad weather. Many news publica-
tions pronounced the storm in which the mili-
tary plane had taken off as the worst in ten
years, with visibility of only a hundred yards.

Villagers at the base of Sveti lvan, one of
the highest mountains in the area, said that
they heard a plane fly directly overhead into
the clouds, rev its engine briefly, then, two or
three seconds later, crash into the mountain
with an earth-shattering explosion. Investiga-
tors later deduced that the plane’s left
wingtip had grounded, spinning the aircraft
and slamming it into the mountain.

The jet, a military version of the Boeing
737, left Cilipi Airport at 2:48 p.m. and van-
ished from the screens of the main regional
radar station at 2:52 p.m. Davis and Shafter
piloted the craft over Cilipi’s first beacon,
11.9 miles from the airport, at 2:54 p.m. If
the aircraft had not strangely vanished from
the radar screens, Cilipi control tower could
have warned the pilots that they had begun
to veer slightly off course. The jet was now
heading straight for Sveti lvan.

At 2:58 p.m. the plane flew over the tiny vil-
lage of Velji Do at the base of Sveti Ivan and
crashed a few seconds later. Official investiga-
tors wondered how a beacon light that tests
had shown to be extremely accurate could
have misled the pilot. When they sought to
view the tapes at the control tower in the hope
of gaining a clue to the mysterious misdirec-
tion, they discovered the tapes had somehow
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disappeared. When persistent investigators
sought to interview the air traffic controller to
gain his interpretation of the events leading up
to the accident, they found, to their great con-
cern, that he had committed suicide.

That left the plane’s black box, the cockpit
voice recorder, to provide whatever clues
might exist to explain the reasons for the
tragic crash. Local Croatian journalists were
informed that U.S. Marines had recovered
the black box. However, the Pentagon later
denied that there was a black box on board
the aircraft. The box that the marines had
taken was designed only to hold soda and toi-
let paper for the pilots.

When civilian investigators from Pratt and
Whitney, the manufacturer of the engines that
powered the jetliner, arrived to conduct their
own research into the reasons for the crash,
they were told to return stateside. The air force
had officially canceled the usual safety investi-
gation in favor of a quick legal investigation.

But the biggest bombshell of all in regard
to the crash was the statement by Lt. Col.
Steve Cogswell that there was a wound on
the very top of Ron Brown’s head that looked
suspiciously like a bullet hole. Cogswell, a
member of the Armed Forces Institute of
Pathology (AFIP), had participated in the
investigation of the crash, and according to
his allegations, when Brown’s body was
examined by military medical personnel, they
discovered a wound that could have been
caused by a gunshot.

Cogswell’s startling assertions were sec-
onded by Lt. Col. David Hause, who later
examined the suspicious head wound on
Brown’s corpse at Dover Air Force Base,
Delaware. Hause said that a “commotion”
erupted when one of the medical examiners
exclaimed that the wound looked like a
“punched out .45-caliber entrance hole.”

In December 1997 Cogswell expressed his
opinion that the wound on the top of Brown’s
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head was “as close to a perfectly circular
hole as you can get.” Hause, one of the
AFIP’s leading experts on gunshot wounds,
agreed with his colleague that the wound
appeared consistent with a high-velocity
impact caused by a bullet. Cogswell, who had
taken part in more than a hundred plane
crash investigations, and Hause, who had
been involved in such examinations for five
years, went on record as stating that neither
of them had ever before seen a similar
wound in a plane crash victim’s head.

Cogswell took issue with Col. William
Gormley, the assistant armed forces medical
examiner, who contended that the hole was
not a bullet wound and therefore did not
order an autopsy. Cogswell argued that as a
member of the cabinet, Brown would have
been covered under the Presidential Assassi-
nation Statute, and his corpse should have
been autopsied. Hause stated that he under-
stood the “political and administrative” fac-
tors that were likely to have prohibited an
autopsy on Brown, but he believed that “by
any professional standard” one should have
been conducted.

Cogswell went on to charge that initial X-
rays of Brown’s head revealed tiny metallic
fragments, which he said could be consistent
with a disintegrating slug from a .45. Further-
more, Cogswell alleged that these damning X-
rays were later replaced by others that did
not indicate the possible bullet fragments.
Once again, Hause backed up Cogswell’s
charges. When he and Dr. Jerry Spencer, the
AFIP’s chief medical examiner, were asked to
review the Brown case, they retrieved all the
photographs and X-rays that had been taken
of Brown at the time of the initial medical
examination. They were surprised to discover
that there were no X-rays of the commerce
secretary’s head. They had all disappeared.

When it was learned that the only existing
evidence of the X-rays were slide images in
the current possession of Cogswell, he
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received a letter from the AFIP informing him
that he was under internal investigation and
could not leave the area of his office without
permission. At about the same time, it came
to the AFIP’s attention that Cogswell had
expressed his concern over the possible mur-
der of Brown and that he had projected slides
of the wound in Brown’s head during public
lectures. A military police officer arrived and
accompanied Cogswell to his home to
retrieve all slides and photos in his posses-
sion that related in any way to any AFIP cases
in which he had served as an investigator.

Based on the AFIP’s actions toward
Cogswell, investigators of the Ron Brown
mystery ask themselves three basic ques-
tions:

1. Are government officials disturbed
because the AFIP botched the medical
examination of Brown?

2. Are high-ranking officials upset that the
American public might learn that the
AFIP botched the case?

3. Are officials of the highest rank in the
government worried that the American
public might learn that Ron Brown was
murdered?

Of course, these questions raise one more:
Why would anyone want to murder Ron Brown?

Before Brown left for Croatia/Bosnia-
Herzegovina, he was up to his neck in numer-
ous scandals. He was under investigation by
the Justice Department, the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation, the congressional
Reform and Oversight Committee, the FBI,
the Energy Department, the Senate Judiciary
Committee—and even by his own Commerce
Department’s inspector general. In addition,
evidence was mounting that the government
of Vietnam was able to get the United States
to drop a trade embargo against their country
by paying Ron Brown $700,000 to swing the
deal. The cash was deposited in a Singapore
bank account, and the embargo fell. Although
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the FBI began an investigation of this alleged
purchase of political influence by a foreign
power, President Clinton allegedly ordered the
agents to cease and desist. Later, a federal
grand jury probe was neutralized.

It was well known that Brown sold plane
seats on trade trips such the one that made
the fatal flight to Croatia. Corporations that
made large contributions to the Democratic
Party or the Clinton Victory Fund were able to
buy seats for their CEOs on board the presti-
gious special flights.

Just four days before the crash, FBI and
IRS agents subpoenaed as many as twenty
witnesses for a grand jury hearing regarding
Brown’s various activities in Washington. The
Washington Post reported that Brown had
hired Reid Weingarten, a former high official in
the Justice Department, as his criminal attor-
ney. Attorney General Janet Reno appointed
Daniel Pearson as Brown’s special prosecutor
and gave him carte blanche to carry the inves-
tigation wherever it might lead. Before he left
on his overseas junket, certain sources claim,
Brown angrily demanded that Clinton force
Reno to withdraw Pearson or to limit his pow-
ers. When Clinton told him that such a move
was impossible because the Republicans had
backed both Reno and him into a corner,
Brown allegedly completely lost his temper
and told the president in no uncertain terms
that he was not about to become the fall guy
for the multitude of the administration’s scan-
dals. According to purported sources close to
the commerce secretary, Brown threatened to
finger the Clintons as his partners in wrong-
doing and tell all that he knew about White-
water unless Clinton used his power to call off
the various investigations.

Clinton knew that he was between a rock
and a hard place. A cover-up would be obvi-
ous if he interfered with the House Govern-
ment Reform and Oversight Committee. On
the other hand, if Brown told all he knew and
revealed all the smoking guns that he had
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previously concealed, the campaign for
reelection would be over.

It is against this background that certain
of those investigating the death of Ron Brown
make the most serious charge of all: A deci-
sion was made at the highest political levels
that there was no time to arrange a “Vince
Foster-type” suicide. It was unfortunate that
all those Commerce Department officials and
high-ranking U.S. businesspersons had to be
traveling with Brown, but there was no choice
other than to order a “mysterious crash” in
Croatia. How convenient that the area was
undergoing the worst snowstorm in ten
years. That would make an airplane crash
seem all the more believable.

Many serious questions regarding Ron
Brown’s death remain to be answered, and
persistent investigators vow to keep chipping
away at the case until the true story is
revealed to the American public.

Sources

“Ron Brown.” http://www.rotten.com/library/bio/usa/
ron-brown.

“Ron Brown: Evidence of a Coverup.” http://www.
whatreallyhappened.com/RANCHO/CRASH/
BROWN/brown.html.

MAE BRUSSELL

Years of intensive research convinced Mae
Brussell that the Kennedy assassination, the
CIA, and Nazi Germany were all linked to an
international network of secret societies.

fter seventeen years of feisty and fiery

radio broadcasts in which she warned
her listeners that the United States was
secretly controlled by a shadow government,
Mae Brussell became known to her many
admirers as the queen of conspiracy theorists.

Born in Beverly Hills in 1922, Mae was
the daughter of the prominent Wilshire
Boulevard Temple rabbi Edgar Magnin and
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the great-granddaughter of Isaac Magnin,
founder of the I. Magnin clothing stores. In
1963 Mae was married with five children
and living in Southern California. After she
became convinced that there was no way
that Lee Harvey Oswald could have accom-
plished the John F. Kennedy assassination
as a lone wolf, her interests broadened from
being a housewife and mother to tracking
down clues to the Kennedy and Oswald mur-
ders and becoming a conspiracy theorist.
Mae purchased the twenty-six-volume Warren
Commission report on the killings and began
reading, filing, and cross-indexing informa-
tion from a wide variety of books, articles,
and government documents.

After years of intensive research, Mae dis-
covered that the Kennedy assassination
revealed links not only to the CIA and Nazi
Germany, but to many other contemporary
and historic institutions and events through-
out the world. It seemed clear to her that the
international network of secret societies and
conspiracies that had created the Axis pow-
ers during World War ll—and had supposedly
been defeated—had merely gone under-
ground and very effectively continued their
campaign to control governments worldwide.
In document after document, Mae recognized
many of the same names and the same devi-
ous tactics that had been used to transform
Germany from a cultured and scientific nation
in the 1920s and 1930s into a barbaric and
malicious machine of racism and hatred.

In June of 1971, after seven years of
research, Mae was invited to appear as a
guest on KLRB, a local FM radio station, to
discuss her views on political assassinations.
The audience response was good, and she
soon had her own show, Dialogue: Conspiracy
(later changed to World Watchers Internation-
al). Nearly every week for seventeen years,
Mae shared information with her audience
from her files of raw data, covering everything
from the assassination of the president in
Dallas to the Iran-Contra investigations to

CONSPIRACIES AND SECRET SOCIETIES

what she considered the atrocities and high
crimes of the Reagan administration.

From time to time when Mae had no host
station for her show, she recorded her broad-
casts at home on a small cassette tape
recorder and personally mailed out copies to
a list of subscribers. In 1983 her radio pro-
gram was picked up by KAZU in Pacific Grove,
California, but in 1988 she was forced off the
air by death threats. She continued sending
out tapes detailing her research and investi-
gations until June 13, 1988. Mae Brussell
died of cancer on October 3, 1988. Her work
continues on the Web site http://www.mae-
brussell.com.
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GEORGE H. W. BUSH

The Bush family tree reveals descent from a
reviled traitor and a ruthless warlord who took
delight in invading other countries. Which is
stronger, heredity or environment? Or does it
matter?

ccording to an Irish artist working on a

tapestry to commemorate Ireland’s Nor-
man heritage, the Bush family is descended
from a line of traitors and ruthless warlords.
Ann Griffin Bernstroff was researching the his-
tory of Richard de Clare, Earl of Pembroke,
when she discovered the genealogical link to
the George H. W. Bush family in the United
States. Pembroke, known as Strongbow for
his skill as an archer, was a power-hungry war-
lord who led an invasion of old Ireland. The
Bush lineage can also be traced to Dermot
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MacMurrough, who is reviled in Irish history
books as Ireland’s worst traitor for collaborat-
ing with the Normans. MacMurrough was said
to be so vicious a warrior that he severed the
heads of his victims and tore at the flesh of
particularly hated victims with his teeth.

With President George H. W. Bush having
led the United States in the Persian Gulf War
and his son President George W. Bush declar-
ing war on Iraq in search of nonexistent
weapons of mass destruction, many U.S. citi-
zens are left to ponder how much of that ruth-
less warlord blood surges through the veins
of the Bush dynasty. Behaviorists and social
psychologists have debated for decades
about whether it is our genetics or the envi-
ronment in which we are reared that has
more influence on our character and who we
really are. Perhaps it is equal parts of both
that shape our destiny.

The pathway to the White House for the
Bush dynasty may have begun in 1918 when
George H. W. Bush’s father, Prescott Bush
Sr., stole the Apache leader Geronimo’s skull
for the Skull and Bones secret society at
Yale. All the connections he made through
this elite brotherhood no doubt paid off in
many ways.

George H. W. Bush’s maternal grandfather,
George Herbert “Bert” Walker, moved his St.
Louis banking and investment firm to the
prestigious address of 1 Wall Street in the
early 1920s and was one of Adolf Hitler's
most powerful financial supporters. Bert
Walker’s sponsorship of the Nazis went back
to 1924 when Fritz Thyssen, the wealthy Ger-
man industrialist, was financing the fledgling
Nazi Party. Averell Harriman’s W. A. Harriman
& Company sold more than $50 million of
German bonds to American investors, and
Walker's Union Banking, located in the offices
of Harriman’s firm, became a virtual Nazi
money-laundering machine.

In 1934 Bert Walker arranged to have his
son-in-law Prescott Bush placed on the board
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of directors of Union Banking. About the
same time, Walker took over the North Ameri-
can offices of the Hamburg-Amerika Line,
which was smuggling German agents into the
U.S. to bribe politicians to see things Hitler’s
way. Just before the Nazi invasion of Poland
in September 1939 ignited World War I,
Prescott Bush’s investment firm arranged for
Hitler's Luftwaffe to obtain tetraethyl lead for
its airplanes.

A great source of revenue for Bush was ter-
minated in 1942 when three firms with which
he was associated were seized under the
Trading with the Enemy Act. All of the shares
of Union Banking were seized, and major sec-
tions of other companies were confiscated
when it was determined that they were being
operated on behalf of Nazi Germany. One of
Bert Walker's employees had been a double
agent for Naval Intelligence and had blown the
whistle on the shipping company’s deals with
the Nazis. William S. Farish, one of Prescott
Bush’s partners in business deals with Hitler,
was grilled so intensely by the Senate about
his Nazi dealings that he collapsed and died
on November 29, 1942,

Seeing clearly the ominous handwriting on
the wall, eighteen-year-old George H. W. Bush
gave up his plans to enter Yale and entered
flight school in October 1942, perhaps in an
effort to salvage the family’s honor, for he
was quite aware that his father was under
investigation for running Nazi front groups in
the United States. George H. W. Bush
returned from World War Il a hero, awarded
the Distinguished Flying Cross, the youngest
pilot in the Navy, who endured great risk bail-
ing out of his torpedo bomber over the Pacific
when it was hit by Japanese antiaircraft fire.
Years later Chester Mierzejewski, a turret
gunner on bomber flying near Bush’s plane,
claimed to have had an unobstructed view of
the incident and stated that Bush'’s aircraft
was never on fire and that Bush never
attempted a water landing, which was stan-
dard procedure and which would have given
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his crew, Jack Delaney and Ted White, a
chance to survive.

After the war Bush entered Yale and in 1948
became a member of Skull and Bones. By
1955, he had formed Zapata Oil with the
Liedtke brothers, Hugh and Bill, then bought
them out and set up Permago, a Mexican
drilling operation, through a front man to hide
his ownership. Unfortunately for Bush’s go-
between, he was convicted of defrauding the
Mexican government and fined $58 million.

Some investigators are convinced that
George Bush spent part of 1960 and 1961 in
Miami organizing anti-Castro Cubans on
behalf of the CIA. CIA official Fletcher Prouty
has said that he delivered three navy ships
for use in the Bay of Pigs invasion to a CIA
agent named George Bush, who subsequent-
ly named the vessels the Barbara, the Hous-
ton, and the Zapata. The ill-fated Bay of Pigs
invasion of Cuba became a black eye for the
Kennedy administration with 115 men lost
and another 1,100 imprisoned.

Many researchers place George Bush in
Texas when John F. Kennedy was assassinated
on November 22, 1963. An article in the
Nation in 1988 quoted a memo from J. Edgar
Hoover, the late former FBI chief, stating that
“Mr. George Bush of the CIA” was briefed on
November 23 about the reaction of anti-Castro
Cubans to news of the assassination. Bush
admitted that he was in Texas at the time but
said that he couldn’t recall exactly where, and
he stated firmly that Hoover must have been
referring to “another” George Bush.

George H. W. Bush entered politics in
1964, running for Congress as a Goldwater
Republican campaigning against the Civil
Rights Act. He served two terms as a repre-
sentative from Texas and ran twice unsuc-
cessfully for the Senate. In 1971 President
Richard Nixon named him ambassador to the
United Nations.

In 1973 Bush was named the Republican
Party national chair, and he brought into the
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GOP the Heritage Groups Council, a group
with a number of Nazi sympathizers. After
serving as chief of the U.S. Liaison Office in
the People’s Republic of China, Bush was
named director of the CIA by President Gerald
Ford in 1976. Bush claimed that this is the
first time that he had worked for the Central
Intelligence Agency and once again denied
that he was “that George Bush” associated
with either the Bay of Pigs disaster or the JFK
investigation. While serving as CIA chief,
Bush provided special training for the Saudi
royal family’s palace guard.

Bush met with Manuel Noriega and guar-
anteed him a stipend of $100,000 a year,
even though the Panamanian dictator was
known to be working for Fidel Castro as well.
It was at this time that Bush established
Team B within the CIA, a group of neoconser-
vative special agents and generals.

In 1978 Bush, Robert Mosbacher, and Jim
Baker became partners in an oil firm, Arbusto
Energy. In 1980 Bush was named Ronald
Reagan’s vice presidential candidate. Mos-
bacher, as chief fund-raiser for Bush, devel-
oped a millionaires’ club of 250 contributors,
each of whom was assessed $100,000 for
membership fees. In 1981 the Reagan-Bush
team was inaugurated.

Some investigators state that after Bush
became vice president and drug czar, cocaine
flow into the United States increased by over
2,000 percent. Through the militarization of a
phony drug war, the researchers claim, Bush
declared war on the American people and the
Bill of Rights.

In 1988 Bush campaigned for the presi-
dency and assigned Stuart Spencer to
improve the image of his running mate, Dan
Quayle, who always seemed to be suffering
from “foot in mouth disease.” A drug dealer
who claimed to have sold marijuana to
Quayle was put in solitary confinement by the
head of federal prisons.
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In the midst of a heated presidential cam-
paign, Bush had to contend with the uncom-
fortable circumstances of his son Neil getting
caught up in the savings and loan scandal.
Neil’s Silverado Savings and Loan in Denver
was shut down after receiving 126 cease and
desist orders in four years at a taxpayer cost
of $1 billion.

Political pressure was placed on Bush to
disassociate himself from the GOP Coalition
of America after many of the leaders were
accused of anti-Semitism and Holocaust
denial. Fred Malek, a former Nixon aide, was
asked to leave the presidential campaign
when it was revealed that he was compiling a
list of Jews in the Labor Department and
investigating a possible “Jewish cabal” on
orders from former president Nixon. The
offensive Willie Norton political ad was tele-
cast, suggesting that Bush’s opponent,
Michael Dukakis, would be soft on rapists,
drug pushers, and child molesters.

In 1989 Bush was inaugurated as the forty-
first president of the United States. He denied
knowing that Manuel Noriega was a drug deal-
er and authorized CIA support to the dictator’s
opposition, thereby providing Noriega with an
opportunity to annul Panama'’s elections. In
Operation Just Cause, Bush sent troops to
Panama with orders to overthrow the corrupt
regime. Noriega was brought back to the Unit-
ed States to stand trial as a drug trafficker.

He was imprisoned in 1992 and remained in
a federal prison in Miami until he suffered a
minor stroke in December 2004 and was
removed to an undisclosed hospital.

Bush also claimed executive privilege to
escape testifying in the Oliver North trial,
thereby becoming the first U.S. president to
seal his former activities as a vice president.
William Casey, CIA director during the
Reagan-Bush administration, died two days
before he was to testify. Banker Edmond J.
Safra, whose banks had been used for laun-
dering money for the Iran-Contra affair, died
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mysteriously when a fire swept through his
Monaco penthouse apartment.

George Bush signed the savings and loan
bailout bill, and in 1990 federal regulators
gave Neil Bush a seemingly impossible mild
penalty, overlooking the fact that he, as Sil-
verado’s director, voted to approve over $100
million in loans to his partners. Neil soon
formed Apex Energy with a personal invest-
ment of $3,000, receiving $2.7 million from
a small business loan program. Apex failed,
and Neil ducked out after receiving a
$320,000 salary. The entire savings and loan
industry was said to be losing investors’
money at the rate of $3 million a minute.
Estimates for the total cost for a federal
bailout exceeded $500 billion. Bush son Jeb
convinced the federal government to pay off
the $4 million he owed to a failed Florida
thrift. George’s brother Jonathan’s brokerage
firm was fined in two states for violations and
barred in Massachusetts.

In August 1990, Saddam Hussein invaded
Kuwait, and Bush was determined to turn the
dictator of Irag away from the oil fields and
keep him from obtaining an even stronger
control of world oil markets. Osama bin
Laden urged the Saudi royal family to fight
Hussein on their own and to raise a mighty
Arab army. Already uncertain of bin Laden’s
motives, the Saudi royals requested that the
United States assume the task of driving
Hussein’s million-man army back to Iraqg.
Bush received UN approval to free Kuwait,
and the 425,000 American troops were
joined by 118,000 soldiers from allied
nations. After several weeks of air and mis-
sile strikes, the hundred-hour land battle
called Desert Storm turned Hussein’s army
conquest of Kuwait into a rapid defeat. Con-
spiracy theorists believe that Bush and the
leaders of Kuwait tricked former ally Hussein
into attacking Kuwait so Bush could declare
war under a UN mandate, strengthen the UN,
and hike up petroleum prices in order to pro-
tect his own oil investments.
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In 1992 George H. W. Bush lost his run for
another term in the White House to Bill Clin-
ton. After a time Bush became an adviser to
the powerful Washington-based investment
firm known as the Carlyle Group. Among his
duties, Bush set about strengthening Carlyle’s
defense ties to the Saudi royal family. Bush
visited the bin Laden family compound and
solicited their investment in the Carlyle Group.

In 1993 the first attack on the World Trade
Center in New York occurred. Osama bin
Laden and al-Qaeda have been linked to the
initial bombing of the WTC, as well as to the
destruction of the WTC and the attack on the
Pentagon on September 11, 2001.

With all the theories accusing the George
W. Bush administration of having known in
advance that the September 11 attacks
would occur, it only throws fuel on the fire to
learn that as the World Trade Center was col-
lapsing and thousands of lives were being
lost, the news interrupted a Carlyle business
meeting that was being held at the Ritz
Carlton in New York. Attending that confer-
ence was former president George H. W. Bush
and a brother of Osama bin Laden, a fellow
Carlyle investor. Neither claimed to have any
advance information about the attacks on the
World Trade Center or the Pentagon.
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GEORGE W. BUSH AND
THE MISSING WMDS

Conspiracy theorists maintain that George W.
Bush’s invasion of Iraq was not about pursuing
a war on terror, but about securing oil fields and
obeying the directives of the New World Order.

In March 2004 President George W. Bush
prepared a set of slides that he thought
would make for a hilarious spoof at the annu-
al dinner of the Radio and Television Corre-
spondents’ Association. The photographs
showed him in the Oval Office searching for
the weapons of mass destruction that had
not been found in Iraq. Bush peered under
the desk, behind curtains, looking in vain for
the WMDs. As the audience roared in laugh-
ter, the president read such captions as,
“Those weapons of mass destruction have to
be somewhere...Nope, not here...Maybe
under here?”

Millions of Americans fail to find anything
funny about the grim fact that President Bush
led the United States and its allies into war
on the basis of “faulty intelligence” about a
supposed link between al-Qaeda and Sad-
dam Hussein and about Hussein’s alleged
willingness to use weapons of mass destruc-
tion on his Mideast enemies unless the Unit-
ed States ousted him. And there is definitely
nothing humorous about thousands of Ameri-
cans in the military services killed or wound-
ed—or the tens of thousands of Iraqis who
have died and the thousands of men, women,
and children severely wounded.

Conspiracy theorists state that they knew
all along that Bush was absolutely correct
when he insisted that Hussein had chemical
and biological weapons of mass destruction
in [rag—because it was the U.S. government
that gave Hussein both the technology and
the means to acquire as many WMDs as he
thought he needed to maintain his dictator-
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ship. Once Hussein had received those terri-
ble weapons from the U.S., he used them
effectively and mercilessly against the Kurds
in Irag’s war with Iran. In the Anfal campaign
in the late 1980s, as many as 150,000
Kurds were shot or killed in poison-gas
attacks. In March 1988 a chemical weapons
attack on the town of Halabja killed an esti-
mated 5,000. To repress a Shiite rebellion in
southern Iraq in 1991, Saddam'’s elite troops
are thought to have killed at least 150,000.
In each instance of these mass murders, the
U.S. government chose to look the other way.

There are unlikely to be any theorists who
doubt that Saddam Hussein was a ruthless,
cruel tyrant, a megalomaniacal dictator who
believed that he was the reincarnation of Neb-
uchadnezzar, the king of ancient Babylon
(605-562 BCE), or that he committed horrific
crimes against the Kurds, Iranians, Kuwaitis,
and his own Iraqi people. But it should not be
forgotten that when Hussein was committing
his most heinous crimes, the U.S. government
was supporting him materially and politically.

Many researchers will not be shaken from
their belief that George W. Bush'’s insistence
that the U.S. go to war with Iraq was all about
nothing but oil and that GWB is only following
up on the master plan devised by his father,
former President George Herbert Walker
Bush. Here, according to numerous conspira-
cy theorists, is a timeline of the New World
Order of the Bush dynasty and their links with
the Saudi royal family and the bin Laden fami-
ly in the oil business:

1942: The U.S. Congress seizes the Bush
family’s banking assets by enforcing the Trad-
ing with the Enemy Act. Prescott Bush and his
father-in-law George Herbert Walker made
their fortunes supplying Nazi Germany and the
other Axis nations with money, steel, ships,
munitions, and formulas for synthetic gas.

1953: George H. W. Bush (GHWB), a World
War Il hero and 1948 graduate from Yale in
the Skull and Bones fraternity, becomes an
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owner of Zapata Oil, which controls a large
fleet of oil tankers off the coast of Kuwait.

1968: George W. Bush (GWB) joins the
Texas Air National Guard, exempting him from
duty in Vietnam, and becomes friends with
Jim Bath, a former air force pilot. In that same
year, GWB joins Skull and Bones at Yale.

1976: GHWB is named director of the CIA by
President Gerald Ford. During his tenure Bush
works to cement relations with the Saudi royal
family, and he privatizes some CIA assets.

GWB’s friend Jim Bath, recruited for the
CIA by GHWB, enters into a trust agreement
with Salem bin Laden, older brother to
Osama, which enables Bath to act as the bin
Laden family’s financial representative in the
United States. Later, Bath will also represent
Khalid bin Mahfouz, a member of Saudi Ara-
bia’s preeminent banking family, owners of
the National Commercial Bank, the bank
favored by the Saudi royal family.

1978: GWB starts an oil company in Texas
called Arbusto 78. Jim Bath invests well over
$1 million from Salem bin Laden and Khalid
bin Mahfouz in Bush'’s fledgling company.

1987: GWB’s oil companies fail, but
Harken Energy, a company that has absorbed
them, receives a $25 million stock offering
underwritten by Bank of Credit and Com-
merce International (BCCl), a Middle East
banking concern.

1989: As the forty-first president of the
United States, GHWB authorizes a top-secret
directive that orders closer ties with Iraq and
provides $1 billion in new aid for Saddam
Hussein. GWB assembles a group of part-
ners who purchase the Texas Rangers base-
ball franchise.

1990: Bahrain grants exclusive offshore
drilling rights to Harken Energy. GWB sells
two-thirds of his Harken stock at top dollar
for $850,000 but fails to make a report to
the Securities Exchange Commission until
March 1991. One week after Bush’s coup on

CONSPIRACIES AND SECRET SOCIETIES



George W. Bush and the Missing WMDs

U.S. secretary of state Colin Powell addressing the UN Security Council on February 5, 2003, attempting to
convince the world that Iraq is hiding weapons of mass destruction. CIA director George Tenet, who insisted
that finding WMDs would be a “slam dunk,” is behind Powell on the left. Photograph by Elise Amendola.
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the market, Harken stock plummets 60 pe