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present the problem as seen by someone from outside or from above. He
tries to look at the difficulties and beliels of people as one of them. His
deep concern with the travails of the people emerged as much as reaction
to the attacks on Islam by the progressive writers as from a genuine faith
i the people’s strenght.

Abul Khatib was born in Agra. Famous for its monument ol love. the Taj
Mahal. e migrated to Pakistan to develop his literary skills in a Muslim
country. He was soon disillusioned. not with the beliefs of the people but
with the dominant traditions introduced by the sceular rulers of Pakistan
to dilute the religious charater of the society, The contradictions between
the rulers ideologies and popular beliel did not shake his confidence in
the people’s strenght to resist alien ideas. In 1964 he came to England, a
disillusioned Pakistani but a confident Muslim. Since then he has been
living in London, studving the literary traditions of European. particularly
Russian. writers. He acknowledged the influence of French and Russian
artistic and thematic literary traditions in his work. But he criticises them
for their weak treatment of people’'s beliets and values. He rejects their
materialism and croticism.

Abul Khatib is criticised as being an idealist and romanticist in his por-
traval of reality. e argues that idealism and romanticism are essential o
motivate the vouth for the values which he has been tryving to promole
through his work. Most ol his characters are educated and speak the
language of the urban middie class. This is because his intended audi-
ence comes from this background. There is a need for Islamic novelists
and story wrilers to write in a popular language and on popular issues in
order to reach the Muslim masses. .
Khatib savs that Islamic literature has now become an established literary
tradition in Urdu but he suggests that to popularise their work the Islamic
writers have to improve its technical, thematic and linguistic aspects. He
adds that much of the valuable work of the Islamic writers has remamed
unpopular because ol the lack of proper distribution. For example, the
works of M. Nasim. Haleez Mecruthi, Amir Usmani. Dr. Ahmed Sajjad,
Ibne Farid and Dr. Mughni in India. and Nacem Siddiqi, Asad Gilani. Mahirul
Qadri, Yasmeen Najma, Fazl-min-Allah, Gilani Bano and Nadim Mirza in
Pakistan. despite their richness in ideas, techniques and presentation.
have remained virtually unknown. Khatib believes that trough proper
organisation and distribution. and by adopting modern printing and de-
signing techniques. their work can be made more attractive and appealing
to readers. )

He believes that the Tuture of the Urdu short story and novel is safe as
long as the Islamic writers take a sympathetic attitude towards people,
make cfforts to identily with the sentiments beliefs. needs and problems
ol the people and deseribe their weakness with sineerity.

Courtesy: The ARABIA London July 1984,



CHALLENGE TO MODERNISM

Abul Khatib is an Urdu novehlist and
short story writer. e has published
five novels and more than a dozen
short stortes. several of which have
been- translated into English, Ger-
man. French and Arabic. When his
famous novel "Waited IFor the ?
Dawn, Waiting For the Dawn” ap- |
peared in 196 1. It drew wide acclaim

from Islamie circles in the Indo-Pak | ’ P S !
subcontinent., s ; '[\i ;
The novel, which fells of the tife and Y S
problems of Muslim famuilies who mi- f DU
grated to Pakistan i 1947, was con- ¢ ' PN

sidered to be the first to present the agony of partition from the per-
speetive of ordinary people.

His second novel, "The City of Stars” also received wide recognition. It
was deseribed as the first novel in Urdu written from the perspective of
the Islamic movement. The work is a tribute to those Islamic activists who
strive in a hostile and problem-ridden environment to make Islamic val-
ues dominant in every walk of life. The novel discusses the prevailing
ethos of modernising industrial societies: the hero, Dr. Jamal, a rescarch
scientist, mobilises the labourers to fight for the introduction of Islamic
changes in industry. The novel ends on an optimistic note for the suc-
cess of Islamic workers despite the conspiracies hatched by the industri-
alists.

Abul Khatib belongs to that generation of Urdu writers who challenged
the socialist trend in Urdu literature in its heyday, In the carly 20th cen-
tury there emerged an Urdu-based literacy movement which was nur-
tured and nourished by Marxist and social democratic traditions. The
movement attacked Islamic beliefs and held them responsible for the
poverty and backwardness of the people. Instead of adopting the literary
traditions created by modernism, impressionism, existentialism or
rationlism to confront the challenge of the progressive movement, Abul
Khatib followed the Islamic traditions. He selected characters, portrayed
situations and presented issues which highlighted the universality and
finality of Islamic teachings.

Abul Khatib's work displays a deep understanding of Islam. Muslim
problems, Muslim culture and history. He is svimpathetic to people’s”
belicls and need. He does not ridicule their identifies with thent and tries
to highlight their strength and to expose their weaknesses. He does not

4
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