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"PREFACE.

O

THE WANT of a condensed historical sketch of the Native
dynasties now reigning in India has been felt alike in that
country and in England. Proposals to supply the want
have from time to time been mooted. Had any of these
been carried to their legitimate conclusion, the present
publication would never have seen the light.

It happened, however, that information reached me in
the course of last year that the labours in the same direc-
tion of a gentleman most competent to do justice to the
subject had been indefinitely postponed. I had just then
completed a literary work on which I had for some time
been engaged, and the desire to supply a great public
want induced me to take up the dropped thread.

Indian subjects had long been familiar to me, and the
history of several important Native States had previously
engaged my study and attention. I should, nevertheless,
bave felt myself unequal to ‘the task of conducting to
completion a work so extensive, had I not possessed in
my library all the authorities necessary for the purpose.
I made a diligent use of the materials thus at my dis-
posal, and gave my undivided time and attention to the
subject. The work is now completed. If it should fail
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to- fulfil the expectations of those who have felt the
want of such a book of reference, 1 can assure them
that I have grudged no toil, and, dependent entirely
as I was on my own exertions, have spared no pains
to bring it as nearly as possible to the required stan-
dard.

Such a work must necessarily be of the nature of a
compilation. This aspires to be nothing more. I have
gone to the best authorities and have deliberately robbed
them. In the widest sense of the term, I have been ¢ the
burglar of others’ intellects.” Of Colonel Tod’s ¢ Annals
and Antiquities of Rajasthan;’ of Captain Grant Duff’s
‘History of the Mahrattas;’ of Sir John Malcolm’s
¢ Central India,” I have availed myself largely. Chiefly,
however, certainly more generally, are my obligations
due to Mr. Aitchison’s invaluable collection of ¢Treaties,
Engagements, and Sunnuds, a work which contains
. within it all the modern part of the information I have
‘condensed, and which must always constitute a mate-
rial basis for such a compilation as the present. I owe
much likewise to Elphinstone’s ¢ History of India;’ to
Ferishta’s ¢ History of the Dekkan ;’ to a work published
anonymously in 1833, entitled ¢ An Historical Sketch of
the Princes of India;’ to an admirable summary, evi-
dently officially inspired, of the history of the several
states of India attached to the ¢ Agra Gazetteer ’ for 1841
or 1842 ; to the Gazetteers of Hamilton and Thornton ;
and to a printed summary compiled in the Foreign
Department in 1869, by Mr. Talboys Wheeler. I have
made passing references to various articles in the ¢ Calcutta
Review ’and in ¢ Asiatic Researches ; ’ to the works of Mill,
Thorn, Stewart, and others ; but those specially mentioned
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constituted my main sources of supply. Nor, when men-
tioning my obligations, can I omit the name of my
valued friend Mr. Runga Charli, Controller to the house-
hold of the Méahéréjd of Mysore, a gentleman whose vast
range of learning, great acquaintance with affairs, sound
comprehensive views, and lofty character render him an
invaluable ally to anyone engaged in literary work.

Of the Native States treated of in the first six parts of
this volume, all, I think, may fairly be classed amongst
those which are in subsidiary alliance with the British
Government. The seventh part gives a brief account of
the states and estates, classed as ¢ Mediatized and Minor,’
which though under the suzerainty of, are not in direct
alliance with, the British Government. There remain
then the countries in Asia which have entered into
treaties with the Government of British India. These are
practically independent. They may be said broadly to
comprise Persia, Belichistdn, Afghénistdn and the fron-
tier tribes, Nipdl, Gurkh4, Sikkim, Bhutan, Burma, and
Siam ; and their history may perhaps form a separate
volume.

One word as to the mode of division I have adopted.
1 have thought it convenient, instead of grouping states
according to their individual size, to follow the natural
order of the divisions in which they lie. Thus beginning

with Rdjpatind—the division containing the oldest
" monarchies in India, probably in the world—and taking
after it its neighbours in Central India and Bundelkhand,
I have followed in succession with Western, Southern,
and North-Western India. I have indicated the history
of the principal states in these six divisions with such
detail as a mere sketch of them seemed to authorise, and
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with as much precision as the authorities to which I had
access would permit. If I may not have succeeded in
accomplishing all that has been desired, I shall at least
have opened a pathway to others alike more competent
and commanding more secret sources of information.

With respect to the spelling of the cities and pro-
vinces of India, I have followed the system laid down by
Professor Blochmann in his ¢Geography of India and
Burma.’ '
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HISTORICAL SKETCH

OF THR

NATIVE STATES OF INDIA.

— O P

INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER.

THE affairs of India command at present an interest far INTROD.
greater than was bestowed upon them at any previous —har-
time. This is as true of that not inconsiderable portion
of the country which still remains under native rulers as
~ of the larger portion which has come under the direct
sway of the British Government. The country has
passed through various stages of its political history, and
these afford useful subjects of study to the historian and
to the statesman. The first stage comprised the long and
comparatively peaceful period when, prior to the invasion
of Mahmud of Ghizni, the nation owned the sway of
sovereigns of its own race and faith. This would un-
doubtedly be the most interesting portion of its history
for the study of the character and the institutions of the
people in their native integrity. But though there are
abundant traces of the country having then attained a
. high degree of prosperity and civilisation, so little is
known in regard to the details of the principles of the
government, or the condition of the people during this
time, and so completely have all traditions connected
with them been effaced by the long period of foreign rule
which followed, that a study of the history of this epoch
B
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ISTROD. seems of value to the investigator of antiquarian re-
.CHAP.  gearches rather than to the practical statesman. That

the energies belonging to this purely native progress long
ago exhausted themselves, was seen conspicuously in the
manner in which all the once powerful Native States suc-
cumbed to the inroads of the Mahomedan invader.

The invasion of India by Mahmud of Ghizni, in the
early part of the eleventh century, introduces us to the
second, or Mahomedan, period of Indian history. The
Mahomedan Empire properly commences from the esta-
blishment of the seat of government at Delhi, by Kutb-
ud-din, in the year 1206; and from that date to the
decline of the empire in 1707 is one of the longest
periods of foreign rule which any country has ever
witnessed. This fact is in itself a most instructive sub-
ject for study, as bearing on the character of the con-
quered and conquering races and their institutions. The
Mahomedan rule soon. attained the status of a great
empire ; and during a considerable portion of the Mogul
period, from Akbar to Aurangzib, as well as in some of
the preceding reigns, the Courts of Agra and Delhi, alike
in their magnificence and in the largeness of their public
measures, did not merely rival, but surpass, the best
European Governments of the day. The institutions of
Akbar in particular, the very advanced principles of
toleration and justice to the conquered race which he
introduced into his government—the influence of which
was felt in several succeeding reigns—are worthy of
imitation by the most enlightened Governments of any
period. This great warrior, though belonging to an age
which had but scarcely emerged from barbarism, recog-
nised the sound principle that a Government must rest
on the affections of the people. The measures which he
adopted with this view for breaking down the barriers
between the conquering and the conquered races are
worthy of all praise. With the noble race of Rdjpits, in
particular, he entered into intimate relations. He so far
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3

overcame their prejudices that their principal families mNTROD.
gave their daughters in marriage to himself, and to his _CHAF-

children ; while their sons led his armies to the field,
achieved his conquests, and filled the principal offices in
his administration. The Hindd States of R4jputénd were
under his rule more powerful, more prosperous and more
influential, that they are at the present day; and when
we are further told that this enlightened ruler authorised
Hindd widows to marry, mitigated the horrors of Sati,
and forbade marriages before the age of puberty—mea-
sures the re-introduction of some of which have been
laurels to the ablest administrators of our own day—it is
impossible not to admire the wisdom and large-hearted-
ness of his policy.

But the Mahomedan rule, like all other despotisms,
contained within itself the seeds of decay. A Govern-
ment which owes its success entirely to the personal
character of the ruler affords no guarantee for continued
progress. Akbar was a great ruler, but it was impossible
even for Akbar to provide that he should be succeeded
by another Akbar. To this defect, inherent in all per-
sonal governments, was added another of even greater
magnitude in the unsettled rules of succession among
children by several wives. The bloody contests and the
unfeeling murders resulting from this cause distracted,
and still continue to distract, the best of Mahomedan
rules, as is painfully.witnessed even at the present day, in
the troubles which surround our ally of Afghdnistén.
The latter part of almost every reign of the successors of
Akbar was clouded and unsettled by these contests, and
when finally the bigoted Aurangzib departed from the
wise principles of toleration introduced by his great an-
cestor, and by cruelties, persecutions, and repeated acts
of faithlessness alienated the affections of his allies and
subjects, the Mogul empire began rapidly to decline.
After a long and brilliant reign, during which he extended
the limits of his empire farther than any of his prede-

B2
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INTROD. cessors, lived to see the death of Sivaji, the founder of the

SEAP. power that was to supplant his own; even to wreak ven-
geance on his successor—this great potentate, amidst all
his triumphs, felt and felt keenly, before he descended
into his grave, that the sceptre was departing from the
Mogul. <His last letters,” says Elphinstone, ¢ showed the
failure of his hopes in this world, his dread of that to
come.’

Upon the ruin of the Mogul rose the power of the
Marhatds, whose predatory career forms the third stage
in Indian history. For more than a century these active,
restless, lawless warriors undoubtedly exercised a pre-
dominant sway over Indian affairs, holding a considerable
extent of territory under their own direct rule, and ex-
torting contributions from most of the other Governments
in the country. But their career, which was one of
rapine and plunder, has scarcely any claim to the attri-
butes of a settled government, much less to those of a
great empire.

From the final breaking down of the Marh4td con-
federacy, in 1817, commences the absolute sovereignty
of the great power which is yet destined to play an im-
portant part in the future history of this ancient nation.
The territorial acquisitions and the influence of the
English Government commenced from the middle of the
eighteenth century, but its undisputed supremacy and
claim to empire can properly reckon only from the com-
plete crippling of the Marhdtds in 1817. The time
which has elapsed from that event to the present day
is indeed but short, but the rapid changes which have
taken place, even in this short interval, and the great
strides in material and mental progress which have been
made, cannot fail to convince the thoughtful native that
his country has now entered upon a career which has no
parallel in its previous history, whilst the stable character
of the government, and the settled principles of its
action, give the guarantee that the career thus com-
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menced is destined to progress without material inter-
ruption. Comparisons have often been challenged and
made between the Mogul and the British rule in India,
but such comparisons between a power which was still
enveloped to a certain degree in barbarism, and one
which is wielding all the resources, the knowledge, and
the enlightened principles of a civilisation entirely modern
and very recent, can only be regarded as ostentatious.
There are, however, as already noticed, favourable
features in the Mahomedan rule which the English Go-
vernment cannot lay claim to, and which it would be
profitable for the English statesman to lay to heart. The
Mahomedan Government was one which in every sense
of the term lived in the country, acting upon the people
and reacted upon by them in the most direct manner.
The splendour of their Courts and the wealth of their
aristocracy redounded to the benefit of the people,
amongst whom all their acquisitions were spent in a
manner calculated to stimulate and encourage native art,
whilst the administration of public affairs was to a great
extent, if not entirely, in the hands of the natives who
held the principal offices in the civil administration, and
enjoyed no small share in the command of the armies.
These advantages, which touch the mainspring of national
life and prosperity, are necessarily wanting in the British
system, and it must be admitted that, in the opinion of
the natives, this detracts somewhat from the benefits
which that system otherwise confers. The superior
science and resources of the British nation have annihi-
lated whatever native arts or manufactures had been in
existence, and have introduced nothing in their stead,
whilst the exclusiveness of their national character and
the still more exclusive nature of the administrative
machinery adopted in India, have shut out the people
from all share in the political administration of their
affairs. The British Government, in fact, professes to ad-
minister the vast vital interests of an extensive nation by

5

INTROD.
CHAY.
N———
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INTROD. means of a foreign agency fluctuating and uncertain in

OHAP. jts character, and without availing itself to any con-
siderable extent of the aid and counsels of the people
whose interests are mainly affected by its legislation.

In making these remarks I am simply asserting a fact
to which it is necessary to allude in marking the striking
differences between the system of the British rule and of
that which preceded it : they are advanced for that pur-
pose only. Sure I am that the distinguished statesmen by
whom the government of British India has been, and
continues to be administered, had and have no object
more at heart than the improvement of the country and
the advancement of its people. If there should be any
doubt upon that subject, the noble despatch of the Duke
of Argyll, transmitted to India in 1871, would be suf-
ficient to dissipate it. That despatch contained within it
the germs of a system by which the natives of India will
be gradually brought more largely into the administrative
machinery.

Meanwhile it is a satisfaction to reflect that, owing to
the more recent policy of the British Government, there
still survive many native States independent as to their
internal action, which afford now, and for years to come
will continue to afford, some opening for native talent and
native ambition, some opportunities for solving the great

. question of native advancement. These States, containing
nearly 600,000 square miles, and inhabited by forty-eight
- millions of people, are scattered over the different parts
of India. They are peopled by almost all the nationalities
into which the country is divided. They thus form so
many centres where the Sikh, the Mahomedan, the
Réjpit, the Marhdtd, and the Dravidian can each bring
out to the best advantage whatever may be peculiar and
excellent in his national character and national institu-
tions, under the generalising influence of English prin-
ciples and English civilisation. Their opportunities for
this lie essentially in the future. Deprived centuries ago
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of their independence, ground down by the Mérhdtds, mTROD.
restored to ease and safety by the British in 1817, they CHAP-

had not till within the last sixteen years shaken off the
mistrust engendered partly by a retrospect of the past,
but more even by the sight of the absorbi.ng process occa-
sionally put into action around them. But the Royal
Proclamation transmitted to India by the present Earl of
Derby in 1859, and the unmistakable manner in which
the spirit of that proclamation has been carried out, have
dissipated all alarms. Never were loyalty and good feel-
ing more widely spread amongst the native princes of
India than at the present moment. The moral influence
thus gained gives the paramount power opportunities for
urging the feudatory chiefs to adopt measures of progress
and liberality. It is to be hoped that in the course of
time there will be cemented between that power and
its feudatories a confidence and affection such as can
be born only of a complete comprehension of the native
modes of thought on the one side, and an appreciation
of the great moral ends aimed at by modern civilisation
on the other. An understanding of that description would
be the certain prelude to the grounding of a system com-
pared to which that even of Akbar was ¢ the baseless fabric
of a vision.” When not only the higher governing classes
—who already appreciate the truth—but the great mass
of Englishmen employed in India shall have schooled
themselves to believe that real predominance consists
alone, not in belonging to a mis-called dominant race, but
in predominance in learning, in ability, in the. higher
mental qualities and moral powers of a man, irrespective
of his colour, his nationality, and his creed ; when, too,
the native shall have completely learned, as he is fast
learning, that to take part in the affairs of the present age
it will be necessary to abandon prejudices which restrict
his progress, then only may we feel confident that India
is entering upon a path which will tend to her advance-
ment in greatness, and open out careers for her sons.



8

THE NATIVE STATES OF INDIA.

INTROD, Judging from the increasing numbers of thoughtful minds

" who now-a-days devote themselves to the consideration
of these important questions, the subject will, it is
certain, sooner or later attract earnest attention, and be
treated in a manner which its importance demands.
Meanwhile it is possible that the task may be facilitated
by a sketch giving an insight into the past career and
history of the Native States. That career, it must be
owned, displays little of the action of the people, but,
like the history of all Governments of the past, consists
simply in the wars, the exploits, and the successions of
their rulers. But the story is by no means wanting in
events of interest, or in indications of life and vitality cal-
culated in many instances to excite the pride of the rulers
and the ruled of these States in their past. And pride in
the past, I need hardly say, affords the best guarantee for
development and improvement in the future.
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PART L—RAJPUTANA.

—_—,—

CHAPTER 1.

ODAIPGR or MEWAR.

Arma—11,614 sq. miles. Porurarion—1,161,400.
Ravexue—About 4,000,000 rupees.

‘WitH the exception of Jaisalmir,’ writes the learned OEAP.
author of the ‘Annals and Antiquities of R4jasthdn,’ ~——
‘Mewdr is the only dynasty of these races which has
outlived eight centuries of foreign domination in the same
lands where conquest placed them. The Réna still pos-
sesses nearly the same extent of territory which his
ancestors held when the conqueror from Ghizni first
crossed the ¢ blue waters” of the Indus to invade India ;
while the other families now ruling in the north-west of
R4jasthan are the relics of ancient dynasties driven from
their pristine seats of power, or other minor branches
who have erected their own fortunes. This circumstance
adds to the dignity of the Rénds, and is the cause of the
general homage they receive, notwithstanding the diminu-
tion of their power. Though we cannot give the princes
of Mewér an ancestor in the Persian Noshfrvan, nor
assert so confidently as Sir Thomas Roe his claims to
descent from the celebrated Porus, the opponent of
Alexander, we can carry him into regions of antiquity.
more remote than the Persian, and which would satisfy
the most fastidious in respect to ancestry.’

The origin of the family of the present Rand of



10

THE NATIVE STATES OF INDIA.

PART  Udaipir is lost in antiquity. According to the best
—— authenticated tradition, the sovereign of that part of the

country had been treacherously murdered in the second
century of the Christian era. His favourite wife, who
was absent at the time, alone escaped the general
slaughter. She was then pregnant, and in due course
gave birth to a son. As soon after his birth as was prac-
ticable she made over the boy to a Brahman woman, with
directions that he should be brought up as a Brahman.
She then mounted the pile to rejoin her lost lord. The
boy was.Bappi Rdwul, the ancestor of the Rdnds of
Udaipr.

Brought up as a Bhil, amongst the Bhils, the child
soon became known as the most daring son of the forest.
He killed birds, chased wild beasts, and was the leader of
his comrades in all their exploits. One day, after a deed
of more than ordinary daring, the youths who accompanied
him declared they would elect him as their King. One
of them, to note their choice, cut his finger, and with the
blood issuing from the wound made the royal mark on
his forehead.! They then repaired to the chief of the
tribe, who confirmed all that they had done.

On attaining manhood Bappi Rawul sought a wider
field for his operations. He established a great reputa-
tion, connected himself by marriage with the royal house
of Mélwé, expelled the ©barbarians’ who had usurped
his family domains, and finally fixed the seat of his
government at Chitor, where he ruled the whole of
R4jpatdnd. He died at the patriarchal age of a hundred
years.?

! This remarkable ceremonial is from a Chohan R4jpit by a Bbil

still kept up, a Bhfl being still the mother, was eacrificed, his throat
principal actor in the investiture, being cut, and his body thrown into

and the material used for marking
beinghhis own blood. Itisstated also,
and there can be no doubt of the fact,
that the custom was adhered to forty
years ago, that whenever the Réné
of Udaiptr crossed the Mah{ river,
an individual, of & tribe descended

the river. — Vide An Historical
fssko(;h of the Princes of India,

3 The legend adds that, ¢ad-
vanced in years, he abandoned his
children and his country, carried his
arms west to Khorassan, and there
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I have stated that the legend records the birth of cmae.
Bappt Riwul as having taken place in the second century _ I _

of the Christian era; but later investigations have proved
beyond a doubt that he reigned in the eighth century,
his capture of Chitor having taken place about 728 A.p.
Between him and Samdrsi, the twenty-third king of his
race, occurs & break of nearly five hundred years. Of
the events of these years the industry of Colonel Tod
has obtained a trace, but it would be foreign to my present
purpose to enter upon a subject so vast and so remote.
Samdrsi, who flourished in the twelfth century, was a
great warrior. The bard of the period describes him as
being the ¢ Ulysses of the host ; brave, cool, and skilful in
the fight ; prudent, wise, and eloquent in council ; pious
on all occasions; beloved by his own chiefs, and revered
by the vassals of the Chohan.” In alliance with his
brother-in-law Prithwi-Raj, the Hinda King of Delhi,
Samdrsi went forth to meet the Tartar invaders of India.
The battle which ensued lasted three days (1193) and
terminated in the defeat of the Hindus, and the death of
Samérsi and all his chiefs.

Samérsi was succeeded by his son Kdrna, and he, a
few years later, by his cousin Réhap, son of Samérsi’s
brother. This prinee first changed the title of the
Sovereign of Udaiptr from Réwul to Réns, by which it
has ever since been known.

From Réhap to Lékamsi, a space of half a century,
nine princes of Chitor were crowned. Of these nine, six
fell in battle. This period is described by contemporary
annalists as a period of ¢ confusion and strife within and
without.” I therefore pass it over.

Rénd Ldkamsi succeeded to his father’s throne in
1275, It was during his reign that Chitor had the first
experience of Mahomedan invasion. Whilst he was
yet a lad, his uncle, the Regent Bhimsi, beat off an attack

established himself and married new whom he had a numerous offspring.’
wives among the barbarians, by —Tod.
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PART of Alla-G-din, King of Delhi, upon Chitor. But in 1303
—~ _ the attack was renewed. The Rdna, surrounded by
all his sons but one—and that one he had sent away to
preserve the duration of his race—after defending the
place to the utmost, met the assailants in the breach and
carried death into, or met it in, the ranks of the enemy.
Yet the surviving son did not despair. He had, too, with
him the son of his eldest brother, the renowned Hémir,
. destined to " be the saviour of his country. Noticing the
capacity of the latter, the Rdnd resigned in a short time
the kingdom in his favour. Left untrammelled, Rén4
Hémir soon made the country so unpleasant to Alla-4-din
that that prince was glad to make over Chitor to Mal-
déo, the R4jput chief of Jdlor, whom he had enrolled
amongst his vassals, and to return to Delhi. In a few
years (1313) Hamir recovered the capital of his ancestors,
and, it is asserted by the Hindu writers, defeated and took
prisoner the successor of Alla-ii-din, who was marching to
recover Chitor; nor did he release his captive until he had
surrendered four conquered districts and paid a lakh of
rupees and a hundred elephants for his ransom. Under
the rule of this great prince, the glories of Rdjputdnd
revived. He was the sole Hind1 prince of power left in
India. All the ancient dynasties had been crushed; and
the ancestors of the present princes of Jodhpir and
Jaipir, and many others, brought their levies, paid
homage, and obeyed the summons of the great ruler who
had asserted the valour of the Hindis, and established
their rule in the part of India most congenial to them.
The administration of Hamir is stated to have been
mild and paternal, and to have brought great prosperity
to his subjects. He died, full of years, in 1365, ¢ leaving
a name, still honoured in Mewdr, as one of the wisest and
most gallant of her princes, and bequeathing a well-
established and extensive power to his son.’ !
The son, Khaitsi Rdnd, was a worthy successor of his

1 Tod’s Rdjdsthdn,




GDAIPGR OR MEWAR.

great father. He added to his dominions by several con-
quests, and even obtained a victory over the Emperor
Humayin at Bakrél. Unhappily he was slain in a
family broil with his vassal, the chief of Bunaoda, whose
daughter he was about to espouse.!

He was succeeded (1383) by Lakha Rénd, an able
man, a capable warrior, and a great patron of the arts.
He, too, increased his dominions ; but, more than that, he
settled his frontier, and discovered and worked silver mines
in Jaoara. He was, likewise, victorious against the Ma-
homedan King of Delhi, Mahomed Shah Lddi, but in
driving that monarch’s army from Gya was slain. His
name still lives as of the ruler who was at once the
patron of arts and the benefactor of his country.

The death of Lakha Rén4 left the throne to a minor,
Mdkalji. His rights were zealously guarded in his early
youth by his elder brother Chonda, self-excluded from
the inheritance.? On his coming of age, he evinced all
the high qualities of his race, and he achieved no incon-
siderable renown in the field ; but in the midst of his
triumphs he was assassinated at Madaria by his uncles,

1 Tod's Rdjdsthdn.

* The history of the self-exclu-
sion of Chonda is curious. It is
thus told by Colonel Tod :—¢ Lakha
Réni was advanced in years, his
sons and grandsons established in
suitable domains, when “ the cocoa
nut came” from Rinmul, Prince of
Marwér, to affiance his daughter with  would swear to renounce his birth-
Chonda, heir of Méwar. en the right in the event of his having a
embassy was announced, Chonda son, and be to the child but the first

was absent, and the old chief was of his “ R4jpiits,” He swore to ful-
seated in his chair of state, sur- fil his father’s wishes.’

at delicacy being sacrificed to wit,
declined a?ﬂmng the symbol which
his father even in jest sup

might be intended for him ; and as it
could not be returned without insult
to Rinmul, the old Rén4, incensed
at his son’s obstinacy, agreed to
accept it himself, provided Chonda

rounded fbthia court. The rg:la-
senger o en was courteo

recogieved b gkhn, who observei
that Chonda would soon return and
take the gge ; % for,” added he,draw-
ing his fingers over his moustachios,
I don’t suppose you send such play-
things to an old greybeard like me.”
This sally was of course applauded
and repeated: but Chonds, offended

Right loyally he observed them.
But it was an unfortunate policy that
required the sacrifice. The right of
primogeniture was compromised, and
the making the elder branch of the
family a powerful vassal clan with
claims to the throne proved more
disastrous in its consequences than
the arms of the Moguls and the
Mérhétés.
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PABT the natural brothers of his father, for an unintentional
L offence.!

The successor of Mdkalji was Kimbho Rénd (1419).
He is reported to have been one of the ablest princes who
ever sat upon a throne. He possessed, it is said, the
energy of Hamir, the artistic tastes of Lakha, and a
genius as comprehensive as either, and he was more for-
tunate. As a warrior he was unsurpassed amongst Hindi
sovereigns. He inflicted, in 1440, a terrible defeat upon
the allied Mahomedan sovereigns of Mélwd and Gujrét,
taking the former prisoner, and ¢setting him at liberty
not only without ransom, but with gifts.’ Subsequently
he defeated the forces of the King of Delhi, erected thirty-
two fortresses for the defence of his dominions, and
fortified the passes. He was a man of literary tastes, and
a poet himself. Nor, considering that he married the
most beautiful Hindf princess of the age, can he be re-
garded as insensible to female beauty.

Ktimbho Rénd had enjoyed a prosperous reign of
fifty years when (1523) he was assassinated by his son !
The cause of the parricidal act was simply lust to reign.

The parricide, by name Udé, but known in the annals
as Hatidro or the Murderer, did indeed succeed, but he
ruled but a short time. In the four years of his adminis-
tration he lowered the character of his race and diminished
the glory of his country. He was driven from the country
by his brother Raemal, and, fleeing to Delhi, was struck
dead by lightning.

Raemal succeeded in 1474. His first act was to defeat
the King of Delhi, who had espoused the cause of his
nephews, in a pitched battle. He then pardoned the
néphews, who became faithful and valiant subjects. He
was very successful likewise in the wars he carried on
with the Mahomedan King of Milwd. Unfortunately his
domestic happiness was marred by the disunion amongst
his sons. The episode recounting thel.r feuds is one of

1 Tod.




GDAIPGR OR MEWAR.

the most interesting and instructive in the annals of Rdj-
piténd, but it would be out of place in this volume.

Raemal Rénd died, after a prosperous reign, in 1509.
He was succeeded by his son, Singa Rénd. ¢ With this
prince,’ writes Colonel Tod, ¢ Mewdr reached the summit
of her prosperity. To use their own metaphor, ¢ he was
the urn on the pinnacle of her glory.” From him we
shall witness this glory on the wane; and, though many
rays of splendour illuminated her declining career, they
served but to gild the ruin.’?

Some idea of the glory of Sdnga Riné may be gathered
from the enumeration of the retinue by which he was
followed when he marched to the battle-field. ¢Eighty
thousand horses,’ writes the authority already quoted,
‘seven Réjds of the highest rank, nine Rdos, and one
hundred and four chieftains bearing the title of Rawul and
Réwut, with five hundred war elephants, followed him to
the field. The Princes of Mdrwdr and Ambar did him
homage, and the Rédos of Gwalidr, Ajmir, Sikri, Raésen,
Kalpi, Chandéri, Bfindi, Gagraon, Rampfra, and Abﬁ
served him as tributaries or held of him as chief.’

Sénga Bdnd was a great ruler. His first act was to
allay the disorders occasioned by the intestine feuds of his
family. He then organised his forces to repulse the in-
vasion of the Mahomedans from Delhi and Mélw4. These
he defeated in eighteen pitched battles, in two of which
—those of Bakrél and Ghatolli—he was opposed by
Ibrahim Lodi in person. But the invasion of the famous
Béber came then to decide whether Hindostan was to be
the spoil of the Mussulman or appanage of the Hindf.

15
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Victory seemed at. first to smile on the latter. When the

vanguards of the two armies met at Kanua, near Sikri,

on February 11, 1527, the Tartar invaders, though re-

inforced from their main body, were repulsed with hea

loss. “If; writes Elphinstone, ‘ the Réna had pressed on

during the first panic it is probable he would have ob-
1 Vide Tod’s Rdjdsthdn. * Ibid.
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tained an easy victory; he chose to withdraw to his

—L _ encampment after his success, and thus allowed Béber

ample time to take up a position and to fortify his camp,
80 a8 to make it a difficult matter to assail him.’

On March 16 following, the decisive battle took place.
Béber sallied from his entrenchments, at the head of all
his army, and attacked the Hindus at Bidna. For several
hours the battle raged fiercely, but, when the result was
most doubtful, the chief of Raysin, by name Sillaidi, who
commanded the van of the Hindd host, deserted to the
enemy, and Sdnga Rand was forced to retire from the
field, himself wounded and the choicest of his chieftains
glain. He retreated towards the hills of Mewér, having
announced his fixed determination never to re-enter Chitor
but with victory. Had his life been spared he might have
redeemed the pledge, but the year of his defeat was the
last of his existence. He died at Baswa, on the frontier
of Mewdr, not without suspicion of poison.

It is, perhaps, not unfitting to record in this place the
account given of the personal form and qualities of one who
was not only the most famous representative of the most
ancient existing dynasty in the world, but also the most
famous Hindu sovereign in India. ¢Sénga Rénd '—writes
the author of the ¢ Rdjasthdn '—¢ was of the middle stature,
but of great muscular strength ; fair in complexion, with
unusually large eyes, which appear to be peculiar to his
descendants. He exhibited at his death but the frag-
ments of a warrior. One eye was lost in the broil with
his brother, an arm in the action with the Lddi King of
Delhi, and he was a cripple owing to a limb being broken
by a cannon ball in another, while he counted eighty
wounds from the sword or lance on various parts of his
body. He was celebrated for energetic enterprise, of
which his capture of Mézaffer, King of Mélwd, is a cele-
brated instance ; and his successful storm of the almost
impregnable Rinthambér, though defended by the im-
perial General, Ali, gained him great renown. He erected

-
¢




ODAIPGR OR MEWAR.

a small palace at Kanua, on the line which he defermined
should be the northern limit of Mewdr, and, had he been
succeeded by a prince possessed of his foresight and judg-
ment, Bdber’s descendants might not have retained the
sovereignty of India.’

Sénga Rand was succeeded, in 1530, by his eldest sur-
viving son, Ratna Rdnd. He reigned only five years, but
before he died had the satisfaction of seeing Baber depart,
leaving the territories of his father undiminished. He
was succeeded, in 1535, by his brother Bikramajit. This
prince was daring and foolhardy, but without talent.
Defeated in the field by Bahddur, King of Gujrat, he was
besieged by that monarch in Chitor. This famous capital,
after a desperate and bloody defence, was taken and

sacked. But Bahddur, summoned to move against Hu- "

mayun, soon left his conquest, and Bikramajit Rénd
recovered his capital. But he had learned nothing and
forgotten nothing. His insolence to his nobles caused a
rebellion. He was deposed and put to death, and Banbifr,
natural son of the brother of Sidnga Rénd, appointed to
reign in his stead. Banbir Réné reigned, however, only
until such time as the posthumous son of Sdnga Rind was
able to assert his rights. The name of this prince was
Udai Singh. He ascended the throne in1541-2. He was
a weak, yielding character, born to be ruled by others.
Such characters are usually governed by the daring and
the unscrupulous. Udai Singh Rénd was no exception
to the rule. Attacked in 1568 by the great Akbar, his
capital, after another desperate defence, again succumbed.
Tdai Singh fled to the forests of Rajpipli, and died there
four years later, after an unhappy and inglorious reign.
His son, Pertdp Rénd, ¢succeeded to the titles and
honours of an illustrious house, but without a capital,
without resources—his kindred and clans dispirited by
reverses.” He possessed, however, many of the noble
qualities of his grandfather. Never despairing, nobly
supported by his adherents, the princes and clansmen of
c
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PART the family, he established himself at Komulmir, and re-
—_ I organised the country for a prolonged struggle with the

invader. Alone of all the sovereign princes of Réjputédnd
he refused to ally his house with the Mogul. He refused
this ‘degradation,’ as he considered it, whilst yet struggling
for existence ; even when he saw the sovereign of Jodhpur
enriched by four provinces, bringing with them a revenue
of nearly 16,00,000 rupees, for merely making the con-
cession. But virtue did not remain always unrewarded.
It is true that in the plain of Huldighat (1576) he met
with a crushing defeat from the son of Akbar, afterwards
his successor ; and, after a series of encounters with ad-
verse fortune, determined, with his family and trusting
friends, to abandon Mewér, and found another kingdom on
the Indus. He had already set out, when the unexampled
devotion of his minister placed in his hands the means of
continuing the contest. Turning upon his adversaries, he
smote them in the hinder part, and in one short cam-
paign (1586) recovered all Mewar—Chitor, Ajmir, and
Méndelgarh alone excepted. Cut off from Chitor, he
established a new capital at Udaipur, a place which sub-
sequently gave its name to the kingdom. He died in
1597, leaving behind him a reputation for ¢undaunted
heroism, inflexible fortitude, that which *keeps heroism
bright,” and perseverance.’

Amra Rédn4, the eldest son, succeeded to the throne
of Udaipir. He was too fond of ease and dignity to be
a great warrior, but he did, nevertherless, achieve some
great things. In 1608 he defeated the Imperial army at
Déweir. Jehdngir, to revenge himself, made over Chitor
to Sugra, uncle of Amra, but who had deserted his
family. But the experiment failed. Sugra reigned in
solitary grandeur for eight years, without conciliating a
single R4jpit noble. Then his conscience smote him,
and he restored Chitor to its rightful owner. With
that fortress the Rdnd acquired no less than eighty of
the chief towns or fortresses of Mewar.

But a great trial was awaiting him. The Prince
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Khiirm, afterwards the Emperor Shah Jehdn, was about cHaP.
to invade his dominions. Again did the Rén4 collect all his — = __

disposable forces, ¢ the might of their hills,’ But all was
in vain. He could not resist the overwhelming force of
the Moguls, and after seeing his cities captured and his
lands laid waste, sued for peace. What followed is thus
recorded by the Emperor Jehdngir himself : ¢ On Sunday,
the 26th, the Rdn4d, with respect and due attention to
etiquette, as other vassals of the emipire, paid his respects
to my son, and presented a celebrated ruby, well known
in possession of this house, and various arms inlaid with
gold; with seven elephants of great price, which alone
remained after those formerly captured, and also nine
horses as tribute. My son received him with princely
generosity and courtesy, when the Rdni, taking my son
by the knee, begged to be forgiven. He raised his head,
and gave him every kind of assurance and protection, and
presented him with suitable khiluts, an elephant, horses,
and a sword.’

In other respects Shah Jehdn treated the Rénd with
great generosity. He restored to him all the country
conquered since the time of Akbar, and raised his son,
Karran, to a high rank amongst the military chiefs of the
empire.

But the disgrace had .crushed the heart of Amra
Rénd. He abdicated shortly afterwards in favour of Kar-
ran, and shut himself up in a palace a mile outside the
city of Udaipur, nor did he once again cross its threshold.

Karran Rén4 ascended the throne of his ancestors in
1621. In the rebellion of Khirm (Shah Jehan) against
his father, Jehdngir, he took the part of Khirm, and
afforded him an asylum at Udaipir. This act of grati-
tude to one who had been kind to his father did not affect
the feelings of Jehangir towards him. He died after a
peaceful reign in 1628,

His son, Juggut Singh, succeeded him. Regard-
ing this prince, the Emperor Jehéngir recorded in his

c2 -
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PART  memoirs, when the prince visited him at the age of twelve

\’-|

years, that ¢ his countenance carried the impression of his
illustrious extraction.’ He reigned twenty-six years—
years of uninterrupted tranquillity. To him Udaipir is
indebted for those magnificent works which bear his
name. A full description of these is given by Tod in his
¢ Annals of Rdjasthan.’ I, who have seen them, can bear
witness to the accuragy of his description.

R4j Singh Rén4, his son, succeeded him in 1654. This
prince showed his high blood by bearing off as his bride
a Réjpit lady of the house of Mérwér, who, solicited in
alliance by the bigoted Mahomedan Aurangzib, had ap-
pealed to the chivalry of the Rénd, sending him this
message : ‘Is the swan to be the mate of the stork P—a
Réjpitni, pure in blood, to be wife to the monkey-faced
barbarian ?’ R4j Singh attacked and cut up the imperial
guards sent for the lady, and carried her off as his bride
to Udaipur.

But he was to come to issue with Aurangzib on
grounds upon which he was even more absolutely in
the right. About the year 1676 it pleased that fanati-
cal prince to re-impose a tax called the jezia, i.e., a
poll-tax on unbelievers in Mahomedan orthodoxy. This
act of bigotry roused a very bitter feeling amongst the
Hindus generally, but especially so in the heart of
their representative sovereign, the Rind of Udaipir. He
wrote the noblest letter which a man under such cir-
cumstances could pen, and sent it~to Aurangzib.! But
this letter lashed Aurangzib to fury. He summoned his
sons and his vassals from all parts of India, and dashed
upon Udaipir. But Réj Singh was more than a match
even for his hardened warriors. Retreating before his
advanced trecops, he drew them into the recesses of the
country, and then overwhelmed them. Finally, after
more than one great victory, he forced Aurangzib to quit
his country, and carried the war into regions ruled by

! Vide Appendix A.
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the Mahomedans. He died in 1681, when a projected
peace, signed by his successor, had aﬂ'orded him the cer-
tainty that his labours had not been i in vain. He is de-
scribed as having possessed, in war, in chivalrous feeling,
and in love of art, the qualities which most adorn a man.

Jai Singh Rdnd succeeded his father, and signed the
peace alluded to with Aurangzib—a peace by which the
right of imposing the jezia was renounced. Jai Singh
had shown capacity in early youth, but he became in-
dolent and uxorious. His reign is almost entirely a
reign of domestic broils. He died in 1700, and was suc-
ceeded by his son Amra, who had been in revolt against
him.

Amra II. reigned sixteen years. His rule is chiefly
remarkable for the formation of a league amongst the
Rdjput powers to defend themselves against the Mahome-
dans. But this league was unfortunately accompanied
by conditions certain to breed, and which did breed,!
internecine quarrels. These quarrels led in their turn to
appeals to a stronger power, and it naturally happened
that the stronger power took advantage of the quarrels
and the appeals to help itself. It will be seen how Udai-
pur suffered from this cause. Such sufferings, however,
occurred subsequently to the demise of Rénd Amra II.,
which event took place in the year 1716.

Rén4 Sangrim Singh succeeded his father and reigned
till 1734. Under his rule Mew4r was respected, and the
greater part of her lost territory was regained. He was

1 This triple alliance was formed
between tl:e Réjés of Jaipir and
hpir on the one side, and the
of ﬁdm nir on the other. By
1t nJl connechon with the Mogul
empire, domeetlc or political, was
renounced. Nuptial engagements
between the contracting parties, re-
nounced by Gdaipir since the time
of Akbar, were to be renewed. It
was etnpnhtod that the sons of such
marriages should be heirs, or if the
[ 4

: Enew we

issue were femal
never be dmhonou.r::l’
ried to a M

But the remedy was worse than
thehdme:fse It wasa mmgc:d of the
rights niture, introducin,
domeehc P:lt:fgge and alternatelg
giving ingress to the Marhatis as
partleans and umpires in family dis-
osition of which theee
how to take full advan-

they should
being mar-
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a patriarchal ruler, wise, just, and inflexible, steady in
his application to business, and an excellent financier.
He had the good fortune to be served by an excellent
minister, Behari Das Panchdli.

Rénd Juggut Singh II., his son and successor, revived
the defensive alliance with the Rajput States, previously
negotiated by Rdnd Amra. He was too fond of plea-
sure to govern. He preferred, it is said, an elephant
fight to warfare. Hence, under his rule, the kingdom
passed through a rapid stage of decline. He was embar-
rassed in the first place by the want of cohesion amongst
the Réjputs engendered by the rivalry of their princes,
then by the growing power and increasing audacity of
the Marhé4tds. Then, instead of trusting, as his ancestors
had done, to the valour of the Réjputs, he must needs
call in the aid of Mualhar Rdo Holkar to fight his battles.
These causes contributed to give the Marhdtds a firm
hold on Rdjdsthdn, and when Rénd Juggut Singh died,
in 1752, the abasement of his country was sealed.

Rénd Pertd Singh II. lived three inglorious years.
During the whole period Udaipir was subject to inva-
sions from the Mdrhitds, conducted in succession by
Sutwaji, Jankoji, and Ragonith Rdo. Rdnéd R4j Singh
II. succeeded his father in 1755. He reigned seven
years, during which the country became so impoverished
by invasions of, and war contributions imposed by, the
Mirhatés, that the Rdnd was compelled to ask pecuniary
aid from the Brahman collector of the tribute, to enable
him to marry the Rahtor chieftain’s daughter! To such
a low ebb had the country fallen !

His uncle, Rand Arsi, succeeded him in 1762. The
ungovernable temper of this prince and his insolent be-
haviour to the highest nobles of his country caused
the greatest misfortunes. Not only did the nobles rebel
and support the claims of a pretender to the throne,
but Sindhia, Holkar, and the Ré4jd of Jodhpur, taking
advantage of the distractions of the country, made the
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most of their opportunity. In the ten years of his reign cHap.
Rén4 Arsi lost in war six of his most important districts, _ % .

besides having to pay large sums in contributions. Al-
though, thanks to the fidelity and daring spirit evinced
by a leading merchant, Amra Chand, he triumphed
over the pretender, he did not escape the vengeance his
cruelty and insolence had provoked from the spear of the
assassin. He was murdered in 1772.

His son and successor, Rénd Hémir, was as unfortu-
nate as his father. Throughout his reign ¢the demorali-
sation of Mewar was complete : her fields were deluged
with blood, and her soil was the prey of every paltry
invader.’! Rebellion and invasion went hand in hand,
and though these were repressed and subdued during
the lifetime of the noble minister, Amra Chand—a
man of whom it can be recorded that, though many
years virtual ruler of Udaipur, he did not leave behind
him ‘funds sufficient to cover the funeral expenses,’
and whose splendid reputation still lives—yet, after his
death, confusion became worse confounded, and six more
districts were wrenched from- the falling kingdom.

His brother, Réné Bhim Singh, succeeded in 1778.
He enjoyed a long reign of fifty years. It has been said
of him that in the course of this period he witnessed
greater changes and reverses of fortune than any prince
of his illustrious house. And it is true. From his acces-
sion to the period of the Marhdtd war with the Eng-
lish his country experienced a treatment not dissimilar
to that which had been meted out to it under his imme-
diate predecessors. It is true that reverses were tinged by
occasional gleams of good fortune, but these were few and
far between. It might have been hoped that the humi-
liation of the two leading Marhdtd powers by Lake and
Wellesley, in the beginning of the nineteenth century,
would have procured some respite for Udaipir. But the
contrary happened. The introduction by Lord Corn-

! Tod.
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PART wallis of the non-intervention system left that and other
...X__ R4jpit countries a prey to the raids of Sindhia, Holkar,

Amir Khan, and subsequently of the Pindaris. To such
a state of dependency and distress was the Rand eventu-
ally reduced, that he—the head of all the Hinda dynasties
—was forced to owe to Zalim Singh, regent of Kotd, the
receipt of an allowance, for his support, of a thousand
rupees a month. This state of degradation exposed himn
to the insults of his nobles and feudatories, the more
powerful of whom retired to their forts, and directed all
their efforts, not to save the kingdom, but to maintain
their own domains.!

This state of things lasted till the end of the Pindari
war in 1817. The consequence was that when the British
army, in the course of that campaign, entered Mewdr,
they found its fields laid waste and its cities ruined,
the authority of the Rén4 set at naught, all the elements
of social order dissolved, or in the course of rapid dis-
solution.

A remedy was at once l}])phed The British Govern-
ment took the country daipur under its protection,
convened the nobles, and prevailed upon them to restore
the territories they had usurped from the Rénd, whilst
he, on his part, promised to protect their rights. With
respect to the British, the Rdn4 engaged to acknowledge
their supremacy, to abstain from political correspondence,
to submit disputes to their arbitration, and to pay one-
fourth of the revenue as tribute for five years, thereafter
three-eighths in perpetuity. The treaty embodying these

conditions was signed on January 13, 1817, and the

following month the several bands of plunderers and
Mérhatd horse were expelled the Rdnd’s territories.

The disorganisation in the administration had, however,
become so rooted that necessity forced upon the officer
first nominated as British Agent—the Colonel Tod from

! For the fate of the Réné's the struggle for whose hand ruined
beautiful daughter, Kishna Komari, R4jpiiténa, vide Appendix C.
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whose exhaustive work I have so largely quoted—the cHaP.
whole conduct of affairs. The reforms he introduced _ % _

were so beneficial, that in the course of three years,
whilst greatly ameliorating the condition of the children
of the soil, they almost doubled the revenue. Having
thus practically demonstrated the mode in which it was
possible to administer affairs, Colonel Tod, by direction
of his Government, transferred the reins to the native
authorities of Udaipir. The experiment was not satis-
factory. In the two succeeding years large debts were
incurred, the revenues were anticipated, the tribute to
the British Government left unpaid. Again were the
officers of the State put into leading strings, and good
management re-introduced. Again, too, in 1826, was the
administration re-transferred to the native authorities.
Once more, unfortunately, failure supervened. In the
course of a_few months disorder reigned rampant, and
the revenue fell almost to the same low figure from
which it had been raised by the decided measures taken
in 1818. ¢Within a few months the extravagance and
oppression became as great as they had ever been before,
and the roads became almost impassable to single tra-
vellers.’ !

Bhim Singh died in 1828, and was succeeded by his
son Jowan Singh. The new ruler was, unfortunately, a
man of no character, addicted to vicious habits and low
pursuits. It can be easily imagined that under such a
rule State affairs did not prosper. Within a few years of
his accession the tribute again fell heavily into arrear, the
State became overwhelmed with debt, and there accrued
an annual deficit of two lakhs of rupees. To such an
extent was maladministration carried that the Réna had
to be warned that unless he could keep his engagements
with the British Government a territorial or other suffi-
cient security would be required.

The same year that Jowan Singh received this warning,

! Aitchison's Treaties.
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PART 1838, he died without natural issue. His adopted son,

L.
————r

Rénd Sirdar Singh, succeeded him. He was a harsh,
overbearing man, very unpopular with his chiefs. He
died in 1842, before the financial embarrassments be-
queathed to him by his successors had been cleared off.

His younger brother, Rénd Surip Singh, succeeded
to the throne. To relieve his government, the British
reduced the tribute to two lakhs of rupees annually (June
1846). His reign of nine years is chiefly noticeable for
the continual contests in which he was engaged with his
feudatory chiefs, most of whom, descendants of former
Rénds, possessed exclusive privileges, on which the Rana
attempted to infringe. These disputes were finally settled
in 1861.

In that year Suriup Singh died, and was succeeded
by his nephew Sambht Singh, who was a minor. The
administration was first entrusted to a council of regency,
aided by the advice of the Political Agent. But the mem-
bers of the council soon exhibited signs of turbulent op-
position and misconduct. Acts of cruelty were allowed
to go unpunished, and every kind of opposition was
thrown in the way of the Political Agent. At length it
became necessary either to form a new council, or to
appoint some one chief to act as regent. As no chief to
whom this duty could be entrusted was available, it was
determined to nominate a council of three, consisting of
a president and two members. As the nobleman nomi-
nated as president insisted, however, on absolute and
uncontrolled powers, the proposition fell to the ground,
and the British Resident was directed to retain charge of
the administration, assisted by two members ; he was also
ordered to associate the young Rdna with himself in the
business of the State, so as to fit him as far as possible for
the direct management of affairs. Under this arrange-
ment the financial condition of the country improved
greatly.

Maih4rdnd Sambhu Singh- attained his majority and as-
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ber 17, 1865. Though not without capacity, he was ~———

not a successful ruler.

Since the foregoing sketch was written, intelligence
has been received of the death of the Médhdrdnd Sambhu
Singh. This event took place at Udaipir, on October 7,
1874.

Sambhu Singh, who at the period of his demise had
lived only twenty-seven years, was childless. His nearest
of kin were his two uncles, brothers of his father, Sakat
Singh and Sohan Singh ; but the Méh4rdna had the right
of excluding both of them by adoption. This right he
exercised when his recovery was regarded as impossible,
in favour of Surjun Singh, son of the elder uncle, a boy
about sixteen years old. This prince has been installed
as Mahérdna.

The Mahdrdna has received the right of adoption.
He is entitled to a salute of seventeen guns.

CHAPTER IL

JAIPOR,

Arma—15,000 sq. miles. PoruraTiON—1,900,000.
RevENUE—36,00,000 rupees.!

TrE kingdom of Jaipur, better known amongst the Rdj-
puts as the kingdom of Amber or Dhidar, was founded
by Dhola Raé in the year 957. Dhola Raé was thirty-
fourth in descent from Réja Nal, traditional founder of
the kingdom and city of Narwar. Rdja Nal is said to
have been lineally descended from Kush, the second son
of Rédma, King of Kdshula, whose capital was Ayddhia,
the modern Oudh. Hence the reigning family in Jaipar

! A large portion of therevenues the available receipts,.—Aitchison’s

of the State 1s alienated in jaghirs  Treaties.
and religious grants. I record here
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has been known from time immemorial as the Kutchwa
family or rule.

The exploits of Dhola Raé can only be traced in the
fabulous legends of the period. This much is clear—
that he conquered the country inherited by his descen-
dants. That part of Réjputdnd was then divided amongst
petty Rajputs and Mina chiefs, all owing allegiance to the
Hinda Kings of Delhi. These he conquered in succession,
and marrying the daughter of the Prince of Ajmir, he

~ laid the foundations of a kingdom destined to be per-

manent.

Killed in battle, Dhola Raé was succeeded by his
posthumous son by the daughter of the princess of
Ajmir, named Kankal ; he, again, by his son Maidul R4o,
a warrior and conquerer; and he, in his turn, by Handéo.
Kintal followed him, and he it was who completed the
subjugation of the other aboriginal race of the Minas.

His successor, Pujun, was one of the most famous of
the earlier monarchs of the dynasty. He married the
sister of Pirthi Raj, King of Delhi, and commanded a
division of that monarch’s armies in many of his most
important battles. He twice signalised himself in repel-
ling invasions from the north, and, commanding at the
time on the frontier, he defeated Shdb-u-din in the Khy-
ber pass, and pursued him towards Ghiznf. His valour
mainly contributed to the conquest of Mahdba, the coun-
try of the Chundails, of which he was left governor ; and
he was one of the sixty-four chiefs who, with a chosen
body of retainers, enabled the King of Delhi to carry
off the Princess of Kanouj. But in this service Pujun
lost his life.

From Pujtn to Pirthi Raj there is nothing to record.
The names of the intermediate sovereigns were Malési,
Bijul, Rajdeo, Kitun, Kontul, Junsi, Udaikurn, Nursing
Bunbir, Udharun and Khundrasén.

The ascent to the throne of Pirthi Raj marks an era
in the dynasty. He had seventeen sons, of whom twelve
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reached man’s cstate.. To these twelve and to their suc-

29

CHAP.

cessors he assigned twelve chambers in the house of _ I __

Kutchwa ; and he limited the future right of his succession
in his dominions to the descendants of those twelve
chambers. Of Pirthi himself little is known but that
he made a pilgrimage to the Indus, and that he was
assassinated by his own son, Bhim, ¢ whose countenance,’
says the chronicle, ¢ was like the mouth of a demon.’

From Pirthi Raj we come down to Bahdrma, the
first prince of the dynasty who paid homage to the
Mahomedan power. He followed the fortunes of Béber,
and received from Humdyun, prior to his expulsion by
the Pathédn dynasty, a high imperial title as ruler of
Amber.

His son, Bhagwdn Dass, became still more intimately
allied with the Mogul dynasty. He was the friend of
Akbar, and gave his daughter in marriage to Prince Selim,
afterwards Jehéngir—one of the first instances on record
of a prince who ¢sullied Rajpat purity by matrimonial
alliance with the Islamite.’?

Bhagwin Dass had no children, but was succeeded by
his nephew Maun Singh, son of his youngest brother.
This prince was the most brilliant character at Akbar’s
court. As the emperor’s lieutenant -he was entrusted
with the most arduous duties, and added conquests to the
empire from Khéten to the ocean. Orisa was subjugated
. by him, Asdm humbled and made tributary, and Kabul
maintained in her allegiance. He held in succession the
governments of Bengal and Behdr, of the Dekhan and of
Kdbul. He had the weakness, however, to interfere in
the succession to the throne of Akbar in favour of
Khisri, eldest son of Jehdngir, and his own cousin.
Though too powerful to be openly chastised, Maun Singh
was never forgiven. He died governor of Bengalin 1615.

Rdo Bhéo Singh succeeded him—a man of no mark.
Nor was Mdh4, who followed him, of more note. Upon

! Tod. Elphinstone relates (p. 439) that Bahirmal ‘had, at an early
period, given his daughter i