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Maths lessons are full of problems . .. but English
lessons are quite another story. Music lessons can
break all records...but Geography lessons have
their ups and downs. Chemistry lessons can be a
gas . . . but Biology lessons are full of life.

P.E. lessons are one long game . . . but History!

History is horrible! Horrible dates to remember,
horrible kings fighting horrible battles against hor-
rible people. Sometimes it all gets horribly boring!
TUTANKHAMUN WiS L___
PHARAOH, YOU GIRL...
WHAT DO | MEAN A |
BY FHHRﬁO!‘E__?{ ER.. SOMEONE

WHOSE HAIR
| ISHT DARK-(!
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an be horribly unfair!

THE EGYPTIANS WROTE IN
HIEROGLYPHICS .. YOU BOY'
WHAT'S A HIEROGLYPHIC?

A BIT TALLER THAN
A LOWER-0- GLYPHIC
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Sometimes it can be horribly confusing!

HOW MANY SIDES B e
HAS A PYRAMID?
YES WAYNE?

PLEASE SIR, TWO SR,
AN INSIDE AND AN
L‘rUTSIDE

But this book is about really hnrrlble history. The
sort of thing that teachers never tell you! Teachers
don't always tell you the whole truth! Honestly!

Teachers think you're too young to learn about
gruesome things . . . like the way Egyptians took the
brains out of their mummies! So they dont tell
you . . . then you leave school, and you may never
ever learn this vital information,

And sometimes teachers don’t tell vou things
because they don’t know the facts themselves!
(That’s right! Teachers do not know everything . . .
just some teachers think they do.)

So, this book will tell you the things teachers
daren’t. And by the time you're finished you will be
able to teach your teacher . . . you'll enjoy that!

In this book, you'll find lots of other interesting
things:

. stories to make your blood run colder than a
crocodile’s claw!
.. things to do that will be more fun than eating a
bag of chips under water!
.. facts that are funnier than a teacher’s joke,
nastier than a tramp’s sock or sadder than a three-
legged sheep. | hope you'll find them all horrible fun!
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£ gypt Factfile

The most awesome fact about the Egyptians was
that their civilisation lasted an awfully long time -
over 3000 years. They had been around so long that
their monuments were ancient even in Greek and
Roman times.

WAIT TILL }
TELL THE
KIDS BACK

.. THETRE
NEAT

Time line of important events

Egyptian time is usually measured in periods called
dynasties. A dynasty was the length of time that a
ruling family lasted. Each dynasty could have as
many as 14 kings in the family . . . or as few as one.
There were 30 Egyptian dynasties altogether fol-
lowed by two Greek ones, before Egypt finally fell to
the Romans and then the Arabs. This is an awe-
somely quick race through time . .
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1575 - 1085 BC
18-20

The New
Kingdom
‘Shepherd
Kings’ thrown
out,

The greatest
period in
Ancient Egypt’s
history. -

Rock tombs in
the Valley of the
Kings started.

Tutankbhamun
lived and died.

Hamesses il
fights Hittites
in great battle
at Kadesh.

" CAN ANYONE

SPEAK LIBYAN ? 9

7 AND YOU CAN
TAKE YOUR
SHEEP 700!

Dynasty:

T09-332 BC
25-30
The Late Period
Egypt invaded
by Assyrians.
Egypt ruled by
Persian Kings.
Nubian rulers
are first people
to encourage
the study of
History.

332—-30 BC

The Ptolemaic
Period

Egvpt
conguered by
Alexander the
Great of Greece,

Books of the
Dead written on

papyrus.

Hebrew
slaves in Egypt
led to freedom
by Moses.

Time: 1085-709 BC

Dynasty: 21 -24
Period; The Decadence

Period

Events: Gradual end of

the Egyptian
kings.

Egypt has to
use soldiers
from Libya to
fight its battles.

ALLAH MOYES
IN MYSTERIOUS
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HORRIBLE ,

HISTORY
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Time:

Fvents:

Time:

Events:

Ruled by the
Ptolemy family
- Greeks.

Last Queen of
Egypt was
Cleopatra.

30 BC

Egypt part of
the Homan
Empire.

Egvpt is used
to supply food to
the Roman
World.

641AD
Egypt
conguered by
the Araba.



Phascin ating Pharaohs ...
The Mysf'crg of the Kings

The most awesome sight that you can see in Egypt is
the pyramids. And the most awesome things that
you can't see are the people who had them built — the
Egyptian kings or Pharaohs. They've now turned to
dust, bones, musky mummies and, of course, history.
But how did they come about?

Before Egypt was a country, small villages had
grown up on the banks of the River Nile. Each
village had a chief. The most powerful chiefs took
over other villages from neighbouring chiefs. They
became kings of small kingdoms by the Nile.

Again, the most powerful would conquer neigh-
bours and become even more powerful. In the end
there were just two awesome chiefs — the King of
Upper Egypt with his white crown and the King of
Lower Egypt with his Red crown.

About 3200 BC, King Menes of Upper Egypt
conquered Lower Egypt — he joined the two crowns
as a symbol. The country we now know as ancient
Egypt was born.

Villages with chiefs changed to countries with
kings in a matter of only 200 vears. How could this
change have happened so quickly? Some historians
think the new leaders were an awesomely clever
group of people from outside Egypt — conguerors in
fact. There is proof that these early kings were taller
and had much larger heads than the peasants of
Egypt!

One leading historian says they came from the
East. A leading hysteric says they must have come

12

~=
LOWER EGQYPT

(bOWN RIVER)

WHITE CROWN — 1

UPPER EGYPT

(UP RIVER)

from another planet! Their skeletons and their
graves have been found .. . their flying saucer has
not. Still, no one is certain . .. make up your own
mind. In any case, wherever they came from, it was
their even more awesome descendants who built the
pyramids.
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Could you have been an Egyptian
king?

To become king, first you had to marry a princess
whoze family held the throne. If there was more than

one princess in the royal family what would you do?
How could you make sure that you would be the

King?

A Kill all the other princesses except your wife?.

B Let the other princesses marry men who might
fight you for the throne?

C Marry all of the princesses to make the throne
safe?

D Have the other princesses locked away?

| DONT KNOW WHETHER
TO KILLEM, JAIL'EM
| FREE'EM OR MARRY 'EM

Pea

e SrA—

Taq pInos 9 J8]8s oY) ‘A1Tet
pnoeo oy sesseoulrd (efol aiowr ayJ, 'eaey
Pnod SUury B S9AIM JO Jaquunu syj 03 i) ou

SEAM 2191, “UOWIUIO) JSOUW A} SEM ) lIamsuy
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Your royal role

As a king, here are some of your duties . . .

The Heb-sed festival

Are you fit? The king has to prove his fitness by
running round a fixed course. This is usually held
after the king has ruled for 30 years. This terrible
trial is held at the Heb-sed festival.

L JOKINGT! | it ok

'Religious leader

Remember you are not just a king; you are also a
god. Every morning the king has to make offerings
to the other gods. This is to ask the sun to rise. If you
don’t, then the sun won'’t rise and the world will end!
(If you are a bit lazy, don’t worry. The priests usually
do this job for you — the priests will also eat the
offerings to the gods as part of their payment.) One
of vour other powers is command over the great
River Nile. Each year you perform the ceremonies to
make the river rise and flood the land. This keeps
the land fertile for growing crops, and the people
well fed.

15
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Government leader

An important duty is to keep the two parts of Egypt
together — Upper and Lower Egypt. Feeling a bit
overwhelmed? Don’t worry, you have lots of officials
to help you run the country.

The royal nickname

Of course, it's very unlikely you would have been an
Egyptian king, and much more likely you'd have
been a commoner. As a commoner you'd have to
mind your manners with the king. For a start, you'd
be in big trouble if you called the king . . . well . ..
“King™! If you were an ordinary Egyptian it could
mean death. The Egyptians believed that their ruler
was sacred. They were supposed to be in awe of him.
After all, he wasn't just a king, but a god as well. So

16

it was very insulting to use his private name! Instead
they used respectful nicknames. The most popular
nickname was Pharaoh, which meant ‘Great House’
or ‘Palace’ — because the king’s body was the human
‘house’ of a god.

Awesome army leader

The carvings on all Egyptian monuments show the
king as a conqueror. What if you lose? Don't worry,
the writers (scribes) can still say you won! Ramesses
IT fought the Hittites at the Battle of Qadesh in Syria
~ the Egyptian scribes described his great victory.
The Hittite writers described the same battle — but
in the Hittite story the Hittites won!




Is she a queen . . . or a king?

The king of Egypt was a man . . . but occasionally he
could be a woman. Yes, a woman could be a king! If
a woman was the most powerful person in Egypt
then she would rule the kingdom . . . but the Egyp-
tians would never see her as a queen.

For the king of Egypt was also the son of the chief
god, Re. The son of Re had to be a man, didn't he? So,
the king had to be a man even if she was a woman,
see! If she didn’t have the qualities of a man then the
Egyptians gave them to her. She would have to have
a beard . . . so they gave her a chin wig.

Hatshepsut was a woman- R
king, and she often dressed
in men’s clothes to look the
part. She had her name
written on monuments all
over Egypt. But the kings
that followed Hatshepsut
were so confused, and in awe
of her, they scratched her
name off the monuments
again. They tried to pretend
that woman-king Hatshep-
sut had never existed.

1] AT

Cleopatra was the most famous Queen of Egypt,
and she didn't have to pretend to be a man. How-
ever, she ruled the country almost 1500 years after
Hatshepsut — and she was a foreigner: a Greek.

18
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The terrible tragedy of
Tutankhamun . . . or Would you
marry your grandfather?

King Akhenaten was a problem. He had a crazy idea
that there was only one god in Egypt, Aten. And he
spent so much time bothering about Aten that he
forgot to defend Egypt against her enemies. The
chief ministers must have bheen frantic.

King Akhenaten had to go. And he went. He died
suddenly and mysteriously. His Uncle Ay, the high-
est minister, probably had something to do with it.
He saw to it that Akhenaten’s younger brother,
Tutankhamun, became the new king. He was only
nine when he took over the throne so he couldn’t sort
out Egypt’s problems by himself So his Uncle Ay
helped him out ... and helped himself to an awe-
some amount of power,

Uncle Ay sorted oul the religion problems and the
defence of the country. In fact, Uncle Ay ran the
country while young Tutankhamun lived a quieter
life with his wife, Ankhesenamun. They were very
fond of hunting.

Then Tutankhamun died. How? He could have
died of natural causes . . . but he was only 18. Or was
he murdered? Maybe Tutankhamun had decided it
was time to take over from Uncle Ay . . . and maybe
Uncle Ay didn’t want to let go of the power he’d
enjoved for nearly ten years.

There were only two ways that Uncle Ay could
hang on to that power. He could fight forit . . . but he
might lose in battle. Or he could kill Tutankhamun
and marry the boy-king’s widow, Ankhesena-
mun . . . but she was his grand-daughter.

19




Ankhesenamun didn't like the idea of marrying
her grandfather one little bit ... would you? but
what could she do? What would youx have done if
you’d been Ankhesenamun?

1. OFFERTO MARRY AFOREIGN || 2. POISON YOURSELF ?

PRINCE WHD WOULD RECOME

L]

Kingly kuriosities . . .

1 King Pepy Il ruled from the age of nine till he was
over 100 — awesomely longer than any other Egyp-
tian king.

2 King Sneferu invited 20 of his wives to row across
the palace lake to entertain him. It was going well
when one wife dropped her hair clip into the water.,
She sulked and refused to go on. The king pleaded.
She refused. Finally King Sneferu had to order the
court magician to find it. An ancient story says that
he folded one half of the lake on top of the other and
found the hair clip.

3 MARRY YOUR GRANDFATHER |[ 4. RUN AWAY "

AND STAY AS QUEEN?

o

e s S o

Ankhesenamun chose number 1 — I think I would
have, too. She offered to marry Prince Zennanza, the
son of the Hittite king, even though the Hittites
were Egvpt’s enemies! The Hittite King sent Prince
Zennanza to marry Ankhesenamun...but the
prince never arrived! He was murdered on the way.
And we can guess who arranged that!

After her plan failed Ankhesenamun agreed to
marry Grandfather Ay. And the good news? Ay
became king, but he only lived another four years.
That probably served him right!

20
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C} r
3 WHY COULDN'T |
3 Many kings hired ULL ME

magicians. One knew how A HAT
to cut off a poose’s head
and replace it without
harming the bird. Was
thiz a bit like the sawing
a lady in half trick
of modern magicians?
Another one could make a
wild lion as tame as a pet.
4 King Ramesses II faced the Hittite army with no
help but his pet lion . . . and lived! He prayed to the
god Amun for help. At that moment an army of allies
turned up and attacked the Hittites from the back.
The enemy were driven into the river where many
drowned. The Hittite king agreed to make peace
with Ramesses . . . and the lion,

5 The kings didn’t just need their mummified bodies
in the afterlife. They also needed their servants.
Seribes and cooks and tailors and builders and . . .
every servant they ever had on earth. Most kings
were buried with models of the servants they would
need.,

But the first few kings had a much more gruesome
answer to the afterlife servant-problem ... when
they died they took their human servants with them.
The servants couldn’t travel to the afterlife while
they were still alive, so they had to be killed!

We don’t know if they died willingly or had to be
brutaily murdered. We do know that outside King
Zer's tomb, for example, there are the graves of 338
servants who were sacrificed at his funeral. It wasn't
until the eighth king, Ka’a, was buried that this
‘awesome’ custom died out.

22

(NONO AFTER YU
i ? ‘:;IJr" &
&

Serving the king was a great honour. But would
you like to have worked for him knowing that when
he died, you died?

6 The Romans ruled Egypt as part of the Roman
Empire. The days of the great kingdom of Egypt
were ended after over 3,000 years. Ancient Egypt
has been the longest-running empire in the history
of humankind. Awesome!

7 The last kings of Egypt weren’t Egyptian, they
were all Greek. After Alexander the Great con-
quered the country in 332 BC, the Greek Ptolemy
family ruled the country for almost 300 years. The
last Ptolemy ruler was awesome Queen Cleopatra.
But Cleo came to a nasty end.

Cleopatra’s lover was the Roman ruler, Julius
Caesar. He had protected her from a Roman inva-
sion — but Julius was then murdered. She had to
decide which of his two successors she should sup-
port . .. Augustus or Mark Antony? She decided to
bet on Mark Antony . . . and became his lover.

She lost her bet. And when Mark Antony lost in a
war against Augustus — Cleo was finished. The end
would have been hilarious if it hadn’t been so tragie.

23



Mark Antony heard that
Cleopatra had killed her-
self. He was so upset he
fell on his sword and tried
to kill himself. He failed.
Then he heard that
Cleopatra hadn’t tried to
kill herselft She was alive!
He had himself carried to
her . . . then he died of his
wound. Cleopatra was g0
upset she then really did
kill herself.

0K THIS
| TIHE FOR SURE
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The power of the pyramids

12 August 1799

He was an awesome ruler — the most powerful in the
world at that time. Now this great ruler of the new
world had come to visit a great ruler of the ancient
world. He was the leader of France, the conqueror of
Europe. His name was Napoleon Bonaparte. Napo-
leon had come to the Pyramid of Cheops in Egypt.

"
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His guide led him deeper and deeper into the heart
of the ancient pyramid. At last they stood in the very
centre of the King’s chamber. The guide began to
explain what he knew about its history, but Napo-
leon silenced the man with a wave of his hand.

“Leave me alone,” he said . . . in French.

“But, sir . .."

:iA'I I:II]E ['!!

“As you wish, sir,” the guide muttered and backed
out of the chamber into the dark passageway. Napo-
leon was alone in the warm, still, silent air. It seemed
a long time before the great man came out. The
guide held up the lantern. Napoleon was pale and
shaking.

“Is something wrong, sir?” the guide asked.

Napoleon seemed to ignore him. Then suddenly he
said in a harsh, dry voice, “Do not ever mention this
matter again!”

“No, sir,” the guide muttered and led the way back
into the dry, white heat of the Egyptian plain.

But later in his eventful life it was Napoleon who
mentioned the visit. And he hinted — just hinted -
that he had experienced incredible things while he
was inside that pyramid. Perhaps, he suggested, he
had even seen a vision of his own future.

Then, when he lay dying on the island of St.
Helena, he seemed about to tell his secret at last to a
friend. “But no.” he said weakly. “What is the use?
You'd never believe me!”

He died shortly after. The mystery of the pyra-
mid’s power went to the grave with him.

26
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The magic of the pyramid

One thousand years before Napoleon entered the
King’'s Chamber, another great leader had stood in
the same spot. His name was Al Mamun, the Caliph
of Baghdad. Al Mamun was a young man and a very
curious one. He'd heard about the magical powers of
the pyramids and he wanted to find out for himself
just what was inside one.

Most of the pyramids had been raided by grave
robbers. They were empty. But no one had broken
through the massive defences of the Pyramid of
Cheops — known to this day as The Great Pyramid.

o)




They dug new tunnels through the rocks. At last
they reached the centre. Al Mamun now entered.
He'd heard the legends about the mysteries the
pyramids contained. Ancient charts that showed the
movement of the stars . . . maps of the world as the
Egvyptians knew it . . . pure metals and gold . . . and
magical things like unbreakable glass.

In the centre of the King's chamber stood a stone
coffin. And in the stone coffin was . . . nothing!

=T T
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A King's Chamber had been dug deep into the
rock under the Great Pyramid — perhaps to give a
safe resting place for the king in case he died before
the pyramid was finished. Another chamber had
been designed for his queen. Finally there was a
chamber deep in the heart of the pyramid.

Once the coffin was in the chamber the passage-
ways had been sealed with hard, granite blocks.
When Al Mamun reached the Great Pyramid he
found that no robbers had broken through the great
blocks. But the young Caliph was determined . ..
and he had an army of men to work for him.

28
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King Cheops had never been placed in this vast
stone tomb. Why not? If it wasn’t to be his burial
place, then why was it built?

It's a mystery which has never been solved to this
day. Maybe the answer is very simple — perhaps
King Cheops was buried somewhere else because the
pyramid wasn’t ready in time. But for many people,
that answer is too simple.

Dozens of people have put forward ideas . . . some
more amazing than others.

If the Great Pyramid isn't a tomb, then why was it
built? What else could a pyramid be? Which sug-
gestion do you like best . . .7

29



Some awesome ideas about the
pyramids

1 The Great Pyramid is a
stone computer — if you
take the lengths of the
sides, and their heights and
angles, you can calculate
many different things. The
pyramid will tell you how
to work out the distance
round the outside of a circle
if you know the distance
acrossif.

=28¥ 2 The Egyptians could use

L'Q_ the Great Pyramid to work

out the distance the Earth

travels round the sun, and
the speed of light.

3 The pyramid is a mathe-

matical horoscope — wou
can calculate the future

from it. The Institute of —=————=,=—

Pyramidology in London

says the pyramid has
already  predicted the
Crucifixion of Jesus and ge
the First World War. It has
also predicted that the
world will end in the year
2979AD.

30

4 The Great Pyramid is a
sign to the world how much
knowledge the Egyptian
priests had - and how
much power. They per-
suaded Cheops to have it
built and made him pay all
the bills. Then when he
died they didn’t want his
body inside their wonderful
creation,

5 The Great Pyramid is an
observatory for watching
and recording the move-
ments of the stars.

& 6 The Great Pyramid is a
78 ¢ 10%7n  __ giant calendar. The Egyp-

T tians could wuse it to
. measure the length of a
7 year to three decimal
~—— "7 ¥r . places.

7 The Great Pyramid is a —4

sundial. The shadow fell on
pavements and the pave- :
ments were marked with =
the day of the year and the —_—
hour of the day. : =
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8 The Great Pyramid is a
landmark. All ancient maps .r‘: u
could use it as the starting |
point for drawing and !
measuring their charts
rather like the Greenwich
Meridian is today.

™~ Warning! Someone who studies pyramids is called a
pyramidologist . . . people who come up with crazy
ideas about pvramld*« are called pyramidiots! £
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The powerful pyramid shape

Fifty years after Napoleon experienced the power of
the Great Pyramid, another Frenchman called Bovis
visited the greal tomb. Tt was a mess. Other visitors
had left rubbish lying around. A stray cat had
wandered in and died — it was lying amongst the
rubbish, forgotten. DBut Bovis noticed something
strange about the body of the cat. It had not rotied as
vou'd expect. In fuct it was so well preserved it could
have been a mummy . . . but a mummy without any
wrapping or embalming. Bovis decided that only one
thing could have preserved the eat in this way . .
the power of the pyramid.

"3-‘1

9 The Great Pyramid is a
perfect  store for  the
weights and measures of
the ancient world. The
government  needed  a
master set of weights to
check if traders were giv-
ing proper value when they
sold goods. But weights like
the deben were made of
copper and lozt weight
after a few vears’ wear and

tear — sometimes they were R 1,"""-'7-“.‘:- L
even ‘fixed” by crooked ?ﬁ/m“ ;ﬂL% j“'ilﬁfh{wﬁr
shopkeepers. o, L ZIIS ”Z. ERR‘( STMRNE\ AN

| 3 Was ) ‘1‘ s

pyramid is the centre of /
tremendous  forces  of

s “r i
10 The centre of the / R—\\

nature. Strange and won- - A
derful things can happen — _TWARNING !
there . .. apart from Napo- wﬁ{%ﬁﬁ?? |
leon’s strange experience, LB*-—TJ]
many tourists have gone | Ill

into shock or fainted when
they reached the centre,
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You've probably seen the way a magnifying glass
can pull together the rays of the sun into one tiny,
hot spot. Bovis decided that in the same way some
powerful forces of nature are pulled together by the
shape of the pyramid.

He went back to France and tried some experi-
ments. He made model pyramids and placed differ-
ent types of food inside them — food that usually
turns bad in a very short time. He found that all the
food stayed in good condition for much longer than
anyone would expect!

Over a hundred years later, in 1959, an engineer
fram Czechoslovakia read about Bovis's experi-
ments. His name was Karel Drbal. He wondered if
the pyramid would preserve metal the way it pre-
served food. Razor blades were in short supply in his
country in those days. So he put blunt blades under a
model pyramid to see if it would stop them getting
any blunter. To his astonishment, Drbal found that
they actually became sharp again.

This was a great discovery. Drbal had to make
sure the idea was not stolen by someone else. He
needed a government patent that would allow Drbal
to claim the idea was his alone. So Drbal went to the
government Patent Office.

| THE LEAST YOU CANDO || OKAY... | SUPPOSE S0,
IS TEST MY maa 7 comz. mm N A wss.r:.

e

CAN [AST TWICE AS LONG FOR MUMBO-TUMBO ll‘JEﬁS
s HHYBE TEN TIMES! | b

TOOK T ONE. RAZOR BLADE | [WE DO NOT GIVE PATENTS |

L= -_'._..-|, o
=g f.; ".'r- '|
o, X rm

But when Drbal went back the next week the
Chief Officer was a shaken man.

E_'-__'—iftﬂ?fﬂr—?—f-—'—

———-->—— IT SEEMS. MR DRBAL, YOU ARE

== -===""1 RIGHT BUT WE DONT KNOW WY
i You HAVE BEEN GRANTED FHTENT =

; NUMBER 91304 .

.&;- W‘.&'ﬂ 1:-'

:’-‘md Drbal sold the idea to a company who went
on, very successfully, to make plastic models of
pyramids and sell them as blade-sharpeners. The
people of Czechoslovakia bought the plastic pyra-
mids. They really believed that they worked.

But do vou?

39



The Great Pyramid experiment

The best way to find out is to try your own Great
Pyramid experiment.

1 Make a pyramid of cardboard — four triangles. The
bottomless base of each triangle must be 15.7 centi-
metres (or 15.7 inches) and each side must be 14.94
centimetres (or 14.94 inches).

TAPE OR GLUE

ALONG FLAP
FOLD ALONG
DOTTED LINES

CUT ALONG
SOLID LINES
2 Place a piece of bread or cheese or any other food

in a small block so it is raised 3.33 centimetres (or
3.33 inches) off the base.

3 Put the pyramid over the food so the food is in the
centre.

4 Line up the pyramid so the sides face exactly
north, south, east and west.

5 Have an identical piece of food outside the
pyramid.

6 Check the food each day.

CHEESE

YA

Which one goes stale or mouldy first? If you find the
food inside the pyramid stays fresher, then maybe
you have proved the power of the pyramid for
yourself!

Did you know . . .?

There is an old soldiers’ story from World War 1
(1914-1918). It was said that if you leave a razor
blade out in the moonlight then it will go blunt. The
edge of a razor is made up of tiny crystals that give a
blade its sharpness. The pressure of the moonlight is
enough to rub those fine crystals off. Could the forces
inside a pyramid preserve the crystals in some
way . ..the same way they preserve food, or the
body of a dead Egyptian cat?
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The pyramfds

Ten awesome things you ought to
know about the pyramids
I A pyramid was supposedly built as the huge stone

tomb of a Pharaoh (Egyptian king}. -
2 The pyramids were built ~y K‘E\@\
- ; TR

from  enormous  stone
blocks but no one is quite

A TZ;E k.
+ how the Egyptians : : e
sure how th gyp \&‘{% ; f

moved the stones when

they had no wheeled trans- \‘\-“{5 ’J /
port. And how did they lift L/ .
them when they had no s jég‘ fy

cranes?

3 The burial chamber in the centre was filled with
awesome riches for the Pharaoh to take on into the
afterlife.

4 The riches were a temptation to robbers. The
pyramid builders tried to fool the thieves by making
false doors, staircases and corridors.

5 The base of The Great Pyramid of Cheops is equal
to the area of seven or eight football pitches
(230 metres x 230 metres).

6 The burial chamber inside the Great Pyramid is as
large as a small modern house (10 metres x 5 metres
and 6 metres high).

7 The pyramids are close to the Nile because some of
the huge stones had to be carried from the quarries
by boat.

8 The pyramids are all on the West bank of the Nile
— the side on which the sun sets. This is for religious
reasons,
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9 The Pharachs were buried with religious writings
to help them in the afterlife. The earliest ones were
written on the walls of the burial chambers (they’re
called The Pyramid Texts). Later they were written
on the coffins (The Coffin Texts). The last were
written on Egyptian paper (papyrus) and rolled up
and placed in the dead man’s coffin. The writings
described different ways to get to the afterworld and
are known as the Books Of The Dead.

10 The Ancient Greeks visited the pyramids as
tourists. They reported that each pyramid had taken
100,000 slaves ten years to build. Some modern
history books still repeat these facts, yet they are
almost certainly wrong in every respect. The
workers were free craftsmen, not slaves, and it
probably took just T0-80,000 men five vears to finish
a pyramid. They were paid partly in radishes and
garlie which helped keep them healthy.

) DONT KNOW WHY )
TH{JSE BLOCKS HAVE T0 BE
HAULED T0 THE TOP BY
HAND, THERE'S SO MUCH
GARLIC BREATH AROUND
YOUD THINK THEY'D
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Test your tyrant .. .er. ..
teacher. ..

Teachers don't know everything! Awesome — but
true! Try your teacher with these true-or-false ques-
tions. If they get all nine right, they’re a genius!

True or false?
1 Mummies were sometimes buried with model dolls.
true/false

e

Tt
e

L2
)

2 Wood was a precious material in Egypt because
trees were scarce. This is one of the reasons why the
Egyptians were so good at building in stone.
true/false

3 The Egyptians are thought to have dragged the
stones on sledges to the early pyramids because they
hadn’t invented the wheel.

true/false

4 Some Pharachs were buried with a Book of the
Dead called The Book of The Divine Cow.

true/false

5 Pyramids as burial places went out of fashion for
almost a thousand years between 1800 BC and
800 BC.

true/false
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6 Pyramids contained everything the King would
need in the afterlife . . . including a toilet.

true/false

7 The Step Pyramid at Saggara was the first large
stone building the world had ever seen.

true/false

8 The Great Pyramid is made of about 2,300,000
stone blocks.

true/false

9 There are over 90 pyramids in Egypt.

true/false

IHTYL 24 sQUualiaje]s 2A04E 9] [V +2MA8TY E

Ancient Egyptian ancient joke. ..

& ]
/ HAVE YOU HEARD )/ HE WOKE UPTO |

ABOUT THE MIXED-UP L/ FIND HIS DADDY
EGYPTIAN PRINCE ?;/} WAS A MUMMY




i

T

Ten things you’ll probably never
need to know about pyramids . . .

&
b 11
:ara:

it
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1 If you broke the Great Pyramid into slabs 30 em
thick you could build a wall 1 metre high that would
stretch all the way around France. If you had a little
more time you could cut the stone into rods about
Bcm square — join them together and you'd have
enough to reach the Moon!

2 Some people have said that the pyramids are more
than simply large graves; they were granaries or
treasure houses.

3 All of the pyramids were probably robbed of their
treasures within a couple of hundred years of the
burials. The only tombs to escape until modern times
were those dug into rock, not placed in pyramids.
They belonged to Tutankhamun and Queen Heter-
pheres.

4 The Egyptians mummified more than their
Pharaohs. They mummified the Pharachs’ pets and

2

i, iy

weighs as much as two modern ears (2.5 tons). The
largest single stone block (in the Pyramid of Mycer-
inus) must weigh about 285 tons — that’s 200 to 250
cars.

6 Pyramid-builders tried to fool thieves by placing a
blocking stone at the end of a passageway and
plastering it in. If the thieves broke through the
plaster then they would come to the stone and give
up. The real way into the tomb would then be
through a hidden trapdoor in the ceiling.

buried them in the pyramids to keep the dead kings 2 ? '/_,t ‘é 123 '""

company. . . AR B ﬁw‘%ﬂm YN
5 If you could weigh an average pyramid it would be RREL) 9 @@ﬁ,mﬁ oo
around 5,400,000 tons. The average stone block ’ Y S tﬂ‘::-"‘f? 5 J.. |f[l m
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GREATEST
\WONDER EVER

e 7 THSS 15 THE
GREATEST
WONDER EVER!
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7 The Egyptians didnt have accurate metal tape
measures. They used fibre cords which could shrink
or stretch. Still, the greatest mistake in the Great
Pyramid is just 20 centimetres on a side of 230
metres (an error of less than 0.1%). They were even
more accurate in building a flat base — the south-east
corner is just 1 centimetre higher than the north-
west corner.

8 The pyramids are not the most awesomely large
human construction. The Great Wall of China is
much more awesome and the Mexican Pyramid of
Quetzacoatl is an even more awesome 54 metres tall
and has a volume of 3.3 million cubic metres. The
Great Pyramid of Cheops is just 2.5 million cubic
metres. But the pyramids of Egypt are the oldest
stone buildings in the world.

‘9 Early tombs were flat-topped. These were called

Mastabas because they looked like the mud-brick
seat found outside Egyptian peasant homes. Mas-
taba tombs were easily robbed. So someone built a
slightly smaller Mastaha on top of the first one . ..
then another on top of that . . . and then another . . .
and they ended up with a “step” pyramid.

10 It is forbidden to c¢limb the pyramids today.
There have been too many accidents, so now vou
have to have special permission.

STOP PRESS: News Flash (7 January 1993)
Archaeologists 1n Egypt have found the ruins of a
small pyramid, a few metres from the Great Pyra-
mid of Cheops at Giza. It was discovered by chance
during a cleaning operation. This brings to 96 the
number of known pyramids in the country.

45



How to build a pyramid . . . (with
the help of 80,000 friends)

1 Clear the desert sand to show bare rock.

2 Level the site — perhaps allow water from the Nile
to flood the base to give you a level,

3 Use the Pole Star to decide exactly where the
north is.

4 Make a perfect square for the base and mark the
four walls to face north, south, east and west.

D Starting in the middle, build the first level with
limestone blocks of 2 to 3 tons.

6 Add new levels, each one smaller than the one
below. As the levels rise, build ramps of earth to slide

the building blocks up. ‘C:—-
] SHOW OFF !
P b J_ -‘—a:(-éﬁ_______-_ fad 30
) T

7 As you build, don’t forget to leave passageways
and the central burial chamber. That burial cham-
ber must end up directly beneath the point of the
pyramid.

8 Cover the finished pyramid with the best Tura
limestone and smooth it off.

9 Remove the earth ramps and build a raised stone
causeway from the river to the pyramid.

10 Wait for the Pharaoh to die. Mummify him. Bury
him in the pyramid with his treasures. And don't
forget to seal the pyramid to keep out robbers.
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How to decorate a pyramid

1 Find a Pharaoh with a new pyramid — he will need
some decorators.

2 Cover the inside walls in a smooth layer of gyp-
sum, or chalk plaster. You will paint on to this.

3 Make your brushes by crushing the ends of sticks
to give stumpy bristles.

4 Prepare the paints to give nine colours: black,
blue, brown, green, grey, red, white and yellow -- and
the fashionable colour of the New Kingdom, pink.

5 Plan your work carefully by drawing a grid of
squares on the walls — then you know where every

figure is going to go. B _5.__‘,_,_;_

1"-
1
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6 Remember the Egyptian style. Heads are painted
in profile, that is, sideways, but the eye is shown full
face. Legs are more leg-like if they are shown side-
ways. Shoulders are more shoulder-like if they are
hoth in view. The more important the person, the
bigger they are. Pharaoh gets most space.

Use squared paper to help you copy the drawing
above. If you work with some friends you could make
a wall painting. DANGER - don’t use the living
room wall without first asking . .. or you could be
history!
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The magic of the mummies

Did you know . . .

1 Mummy is an Arabic word for ‘bitumen’ - a sort of
tar that was precious as a medicine. The Arabs were
the first people of modern times to discover mum-
mies and they thought they were covered in
bitumen.

2 Egyptians believed that one day the world would
end. When it did they would move on to their
afterlife. To make that long journey they would need
their earthly body. If their body was allowed to rot
then they wouldn’t be able to go.

3 The men who made dead bodies into mummies
were called embalmers. They took the bodies to a
place they called the Beautiful House to work on
them. The Beautiful House was more like a butch-
er's shop.

4 At first only the very rich could afford embalming.
Later it became a huge industry with even the
poorest hoping for it.

5 The climate of Egypt is naturally good for preser-
ving a body. A poor peasant died 5,000 years ago and
his body was covered by the dry desert sand. It is
more pefectly preserved than many mummies and
can be seen in the British Museum today. His
nickname is Ginger.

6 The human body is made up of 75 per cent water.
Anything wet or damp rots very quickly — and dead
people in the fierce Egyptian heat were no exception,
Something was needed to soak up all the body fluids.
At first the embalmers used sand, but this left the
skin very tight. Later, the embalmers discovered
that natron, a salty chemical found around the sides
of lakes near Cairo, did a better job. It left the person
looking more like they did when they were alive.

7 Sometimes the embalmers made mistakes and a
body was badly mummified. It would turn dark and
brittle and bits would break off! If part of a body
rotted and fell off — or was snatched by a jackal
taking a quick snack when no one was looking — the
embalmers replaced it with a wad of linen, or a piece
of wood. If the person had a limb missing when they
were alive the embalmers gave them a wooden one
ready for use in the next world. -
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8 Archaeologists have found mummies wrapped in
hundreds of metres of linen, up to 20 layers thick.

9 Examination of mummies showed a lot about the
bodies when they were alive. Ramesses 1 had a lot of
blackheads on his face, while Ramesses Il had been
a very fat man. King Sequenenre Il had met a pretty
horrible end. There were wounds on his scalp — one
wound had pierced his skull. Blood was still clotted
in his hair, and his face was twisted in agony. Some
think he was murdered in his sleep — others believe
he was killed in battle. If so, he may have been
mummified quickly, so his hair wasn't cleaned well.
10 In Victorian England people Hocked to see a
mummy being unwrapped! Doctor Pettigrew at the
HRoyal College of Surgeons provided very popular
unwrappings. Even on a bitterly cold January night,
tickets were sold out and many important people
could not get in. Not even the Archbishop of Canter-
bury! Refreshments were served after the ‘perform-
ance’, just as U it were a theatre show. One of
Pettigrew’s mummmies turned out to be a fake - rags
and sticks wrapped up in bandages.

11 The Duke of Hamilton was very impressed by
‘Mummy’ Pettigrew’s work. He asked to be mummi-
fied by Pettigrew after he died. After 20 years of
unwrapping mummies Pettigrew finally had the
chance to wrap one. This he did after the Duke died
on 18 August 1852. The Duke even had an ancient
Egyptian stone coffin waiting for his body. It hasn't
been opened since, so we don’t know if Pettigrew was
as good at making mummies as the Egvptians.

12 When the Egyptians became Christians and
later, Muslims, they no longer believed that you
needed your earthly body to survive in the afterlife.
They didn’t need their mummies any more.
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Making a mummy

From the evidence we have and the writing .f a
Greek traveller, Herodotus, this is our best guess at
how bodies were mummified.

WARNING: This is very messy! Do not try this in
vour kitchen! Not even in your school-dinners
kitchen!

1 First take a dead Pharaoh.

2 Place the body in a Beautiful House — usually a
tent because it keeps the air fresher!

3 Undress the body and put it on a wooden table.
This is the embalming table. The table top is not
always solid. If the top is just bars of wood you can
get underneath the body more easily to put the
bandages on later.

4 Remove the brain by placing a chisel up the left
nostril and breaking through into the skull.

They first take an iron hook and with it
draw out the brain through the nostriis.

(Herodotus — visited Egypt in 455 BC.)

Sometimes embalmers would go through the head
just behind the left eye. They would use a piece of
stiff wire with a hook on the end. The wire would be
stirred around to cut the brain up into pieces. The
pieces would then be scooped out with a different rod
and a cup-shaped end.

You can throw the brain away (or feed it to the cat
— the Kgyptians didn’t think the brain was too
important in the afterlife).

5 Fill the empty skull with a packing of natron and
plaster — good solid stuff.
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6 Cut open the front — an embalmer called a ‘ripper-
up' usually does this,

They take out the whole contents of
the stomach which they then clean,
washing it with palm wine. After that
they fill the hole with myrrh and
other spices. They sew up the open-
tng. The body is placed tn natron
for seventy days. It is washed and
wrapped round from head to foot
with bandages of fine linen cloth
smeared with gum.

(The bandages can be as great as 375 square metres
— if vou're not sure how much that is then cover a
basketball court with linen and vou'll almost have
enough!)

7 If you want, charms and prayers may be written
on papyrus (paper} and wrapped in the bandages, or
written in ink on the bandages themselves. These
will keep awayv evil spirits — but not grave robbers.

& You may wish to replace the eyes with polished
black stones. {Although when Ramesses IV was
unwrapped the king had two small onions for eyes!)
9 Stuff the body with linen rags to keep its shape,
then sew it up again. Only the heart is left inside.
This i1s very important. It will be weighed later when
the king reaches the afterlife.

10 Make a mask for the head. It should look like the
person when they were alive. It should also be
covered with gold . .. so it’s best to make sure the
king pays you before he dies!

11 Put the mummy in a coffin (or in a coffin in a
coffin in a coffin).

a4
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12 Put the Stﬂmach, liver, intestines and lungs in
their own canopic jars (see page 58), add natron and
seal them.

13 Perform the ceremony of opening the mouth of
the mummy - if you don’t open the mouth then the
mummy won't be able to eat, drink, talk or breathe
in the afterlife.

14 Fasten down the coffin lid. Place the coffin in a
tomb or a pyramid then seal up the tomb. This is to
shut out the grave-robbers. (Don’t worry about shut-
ting the mummy in. The mummy has a Ba — a soul —
which can come and go from the tomb as it likes.
You'll know a Ba if you ever see one. It has the head
of a man and the body of a bird.)

15 Sing a funeral song for the dead. An Egyptian
one went like this . . .

Q gods take this man into your house,

Let him hear just as you hear,

Let him see just as you see,

Let him stand just as you stand,

Let him take his seaf just as you take your seafs.
(You'll have to make up your own tune because we
don’t know how Egyptian music sounded - it was
probably a chant with tambourine and drum beats to
accompany it.)

16 Have a funeral party with the best wines and
food, entertainers and musicians. Everyone's invited
—except the mummy!
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The fate of the mummy . . .

placed in its coffin and the {;..-: )
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If they overcame the monsters then they'd reach
the gates of Yaru (the Egyptian afterlife) and meet
their friends again. But first they had to pass the
greatest test of all in the Hall of Two Truths.

Their heart was weighed. The heart was placed in
one side of the balance and in the other side was the
Feather of Truth — and the Feather of Truth held all
the lies of their past life. The three great gods, Osiris,
Anubis and Thoth, decided the result of the
weighing,
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was allowed through the gates of Yaru. But if they
failed . . . their heart was eaten hy a terrifying mon-
ster known as the Devourer. This Devourer was part
crocodile, part hippopotamus and part lion.

Once the Devourer took your heart. .. you were
lost for ever!
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Make your own canopic jar . .

Intestines can be pretiy messy, so it’s best to tidy
them into a special container. The Egyptians made
theirs out of clay. You can make one fmm a squeezy
bottle.

You will need:

a washing-up liquid bottle ;
paints B
modelling clay 4
drawing paper
sand or pebbles
glue

1 Take the nozzle off the wabhmg up hqmﬂ bottle
and rinse it out.

2 Wrap a piece of drawing paper round the bottle
and cut it to fit.

3 Decorate the paper with hieroglyphics and Egyp-
tian pictures and symbols — look through the book
for some ideas. !
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4 (lue the paper to the bottle.

2 Put some sand or pebbles in the bottle to make
your canopic jar stand steadily.

6 Use the modelling clay to make a lid. Make the lid
into the shape of one of the four Sons of Horus:
Imsety — an Egyptian man who guards the liver;
Duamutefl — a jackal who guards the stomach;
Qebehsenuef - a falcon who guards the intestines;
Hapi — a baboon who guards the lungs.

QEBEHSENUEF

DUAMUTEE
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Some unusual (but true) uses for
mummies . . .

As magic powder

King Charles II of England (1630-1685) used to
collect the dust and powder that fell from collections
of mummies. He would rub this powder into his skin,
all over. He believed that the “ancient greatness” of
the mummies would rub on to him.

As fuel

So many mummies were dug up in the 1800s that
they became common and worthless. Some were
burned as fuel for steam trains when wood and coal
- were in short supply. Poor people in Thebes used the
bandages to heat their ovens.

As ornaments

A display case with the hand or foot of a mummy
became a very popular ornament for Vietorian
mantelpieces.

In witcheraft

William Shakespeare knew about it; “mummy” is an
ingredient in the Witches’ Brew in the play,
Macheth.

In painting

Sixteen-century artists believed that adding
powdered mummy to their paint would stop it crack-
ing when it dried.
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As medicine

From the early 13th century AD till well into the
17th century, Egyptian mumimies were chopped up
and fed to sick people as a cure. It was used for
people with all sorts of diseases, as well as broken
bones and as a cure for poisoming. So many mums-
mies had left Egypt by the late 16th century that the
Egyptian government banned their export. Egyptian
mumimy-sellers then made fake mummies out of any
bodies lying around! A French visitor reported see-
ing 40 fake mummies in a mummy-factory.)

In science

The English scientist, Sir Marc Armand Ruffer,
thought he could learn about the diseases of ancient
Egypt by testing bits of mummies. He found the
Egyptiang suffered many of the diseases we do
today.

In paper-making

Paper made from cloth (rag-paper) has always been
valued as high-quality paper. A travelling Egyptian
tribe called the Bedouin would steal mummies and
sell them to paper-making factories. The American
paper-manufacturer, Augustus Stanwood, was still
importing mummies at the end of the 19th century
to turn the bandages into paper. The stained band-
ages made poor writing paper but was fine for brown
paper. It was sold to butchers and grocers as wrap-
ping paper. An outbreak of the deadly disease,
cholera, was traced to the mummy bandages, so the
scheme was stopped. Several people died. .. the
mummies’ revenge?
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What would you use a mummy for? A shop-window
dummy? A door-stop? A scare-crow? A scare-
teacher?
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Money from a mummy?

Some very unusual people became involved with the
trade in mummies and relics of Egypt. They weren't
archaeologists. They were people who saw the
chance of making lots of easy money. People like . . .

(xiovanni Belzoni

Belzoni was over two metres tall. He used to be part
of a fairground strong-man act. Then he travelled to
Egypt to sell machinery. He soon realised he could
make a fortune selling artefacts from the tombs.

His most spectacular exploit was transporting the
statue of Ramesses IT across the desert, down the
Nile and over the sea to England. It is now in the
British Museum in Lendon.

Before he left Egypt Belzoni was asked, “Are you
8o short of stones in Europe that you have to come
here to take ours?”

“No,” he replied. “But we prefer the Egyptian
sort.”

But even Belzoni wouldn’t have dealt with anything
as suspect as . ..

Ginger
You probably remember Ginger from page 49. Well —
there’s this awesome rumour about him . . |

The British Museum were collecting mummies,
They already had the well-preserved ones from the
tombs. They wanted one from the days before the
great Pharaohs and their pyramids. They knew that
ordinary Egyptians had been preserved by simple
burial in the dry desert sand. Where would they find
such a body?
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They knew a dealer in Egyptian antiques. He soon
found one with reddish-brown hair — he became
known as Ginger. And Ginger can still be seen at the
British Museum today.

But . . . the Egyptian dealer had a bad reputation
for providing forgeries and fakes when he couldn’t
find the real thing a museum wanted.

Surely he wouldn’t ‘make’ a corpse? Surely he
wouldn’t dry out a freshly killed vietim and sell him
to the British Museum as a 5000-year-old mummy?

Surely not.

And anyway, who would he kill?

It seems that about the time that Ginger
appeared, the Egyptian dealer’s brother disap-
peared!

Surely he wouldn'’t . . . would he?

Most gruesome mummy fact . ..
When King Louis XIV of France died in
1715 his heart was mummified as the

king had instructed. A 19th century  / {. ' 0»
Dean of Westminster came into T J%'
possession of the embalmed ¢ L
heart. He ate it for dinner wity ( iy

one evening!




The curse of the mummyss
Femb

A true story?

26 November 1922 .

The great archaeologist, Howard Carter, had
searched for years for a Pharaoh’s tomb that hadn’t
been robbed. The pyramids were empty; the treas-
ures stolen hundreds of years before. But there was
still hope that the caves in the Valley of the Kings
might have kept their secrets.

At last he arrived at the entrance to an unbroken
burial chamber. He called in the organiser of the
expedition, Lord Carnarvon, to witness the final
breakthrough. Carter described it as follows:

With trembling hands [ made a tiny hole in the upper
left hand corner. Darkness and empty space, as far as
an iron testing-rod could reach, showed that what-
ever lay beyond was empty. Widening the hole a little,
I put in a candle and peered in. At first I could see
nothing. The hot air escaping from the chamber
caused the candle to flicker a little. But as my eyes
became accustomed to the light, details of the room
within emerged slowly from the mist; strange ani-
mals, statues and gold — everywhere the glint of gold.
FHwas struck dumb with amazement. Lord Carnarvon
asked anxiously, “Can you see anything?” It was all 1
could do to get out the words, “Yes, wonderful
things.”
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Carter spent years unearthing the most spectacular
and precious find this century — he had found the
grave of the young king Tutankhamun. But had he
released more than hot air from the tomb? Had he
also released a 3000-year-old curse that the ancient
Egyptian priests had placed in the tomb to protect
the king? i : :

In

The curse

The stories erupted quickly. On the day the tomb
was opened, the men climbed back into the evening
sunshine. As the last one left a sandstorm sprang up
and whirled round the mouth of the cave. When it
died away a hawk was seen hovering to the west.
The hawk was the symbol of the royal family of
Egypt — the west was the direction of the Egyptians’
land of the dead.

Lord Carnarvon died on April 6, 1923, less than a
vear after the discovery. He died from a mosquito
bite on his left cheek which became infected. When
doctors later examined the mummy of Tutankha-

mun they noticed a strange mark on the mummy’s
face . . . on his left cheek!
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The night Lord Carnarvon died in the Egyptian
capital, Cairo, the city lights failed and plunged the
people into darkness. At the same time, back in
Hampshire, England, his dog let out a how! and died.
“The Revenge of Tutankhamun!” people muttered.

In the following months the deaths of several
others who had visited the tomb were blamed on the
curse. One was an Egyptian prince, Ali Farmy Bey,
who could trace his family line back to the Pharaohs.
He was murdered in a London hotel and his brother
committed suicide.

In 1929 Richard Bethell, who helped Carter to
catalogue Tutankhamun'’s treasures, was thought to
have committed suicide. A few months later news-
papers reported the death of his father — as the
nineteenth victim . . .

Today Lord Westbury, aged 78, jumped from the
unndow of his seventh-floor London flat and was
instantly killed. Lord Westbury's son, who was for-
merly the secretary of Howard Carter, the archaeolo-
gist at the Tutankhamun diggings, was found last
November dead in his apartment, though when he
went to bed he appeared to be in the best of health.
The exact cause of his death has never been deter-
mined . . .

Lord Westbury is supposed to have written: I can’t
stand any more horrors a few days before he died.
Police searching the room from which he threw
himself found a stone vase. It was a vase from the
tomb of Tutankhamun.

The list of deaths grew ever longer. When Archi-
bald Reid, another archaeologist, died as he was
about to X-ray a mummy the newspaper headlines
screamed: A shudder is going through England!
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”’%‘ ,, WARNING

m‘ AWESOME SPELLS MAY

The death of the Egyptologist, Arthur Weigall,
was announced as the twenfy-first victim of the curse
when he died of an ‘unknown fever. Even the
unusual death of an American called Carter was laid
at the tombstone of Tutankhamun. '

The curse uncovered
Howard Carter called reports of the curse, “ridicu-
lous stories”, and claimed they were made up for the
amusement of the public.

Howard Carter himself lived until 1939, when he
died of natural causes. Surely, as the first man in the
tomb, Ae should have been hunted down by any
curse? Some of Carter’s assistants lived a very long
time. Doctor Derry, who examined the body of
Tutankhamun, was 88 years old when he died.

In 1933 the German Professor, Georg Steindorff,
investigated the curse. He found that neither Lord
Westbury, nor his son, had the least connection with
the tomb or the mummy. And Richard Bethell prob-
ably died of natural causes, not suicide. Steindorff
also proved that the American called Carter had no
connection at all with Howard Carter.

Mummies were not buried with a ‘curse’, but with
a magic spell designed to frighten, not kill, the
enemies of the Pharach, and to wish the dead king
well in the next world.
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The story goes on

However, it’s hard to keep a good story down. People
love horror films, and walking mummies make 1deal
monsters. In 1966 the newspapers were off again.
That vear the Egyptian government decided to lend
the Tutankhamun treasures to a Paris museum. An
Egyptian museum keeper, Mohammed Ibraham,
dreamed that he would face a terrible death if he
allowed them to leave the country. He argued
against the loan as long as he could. He left the last
meeting defeated. The loan would go ahead. As
Mohammed left the meeting he was knocked down
by a car. He i:hed two days later.
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Do you believe in the curse of Tutankhamun?
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The mummy’s hand

Lots of ‘true’ mummy stories have been told over the
past century. This is one of them: see if vou believe it!

Lord Carnarvon,
In the name of God, I beg you to lake care! The
Ancient Egyptians had knowledge and power which
we people today do not understand!

Your dear friend,

Count Louis Hamon

Lord Carnarvon read the letter and snorted with
laughter and shook his head, “It’ll take more than
some crank letter to stop me exploring those tombs!”

Within a few days Lord Carnarvon's expedition
found the fabulous tomb of Tutankhamun and four
months after that Lord Carnarvon was dead! What
had Louis Hamon seen that made him write to warn
his friend?

It was his experience with a mummy’s hand . . .

1375 BC.. KING
AKHNATON ARGUED

2. BUT HE wASNT
SATISFIED WITH HER

WITH HIS DAUGHTER

BEATR "~ eur oFF

HER WAND | WiTHOUT
A COMPLETE BODY SE
WILL NOT ENTER THE

| |AFTERLIFE ———==
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3, S0 THE PRINCESS |
WAS BURIED .. BUT HER |
_ FI.ND h‘Fﬂ'ﬂ 'ﬂDT

| [DOWN THROUGH ARAB

%77, | | CENTURY, 1T REACHED A
=L H" / YOU HAVE CURED |

CICHILY HAMON, LET ME CIVE

=
il YOU A PRECIOUS
Nl AN GFT.. ol

'4. THE GRISLY REL!C,
THE HAND, WAS PASSED

FAMILIES TILL, THIS

- ME QF MALARIA. i

5. AND THE SHEIK GAVE
HAMON THE PRINCESS'S
HAND

| COULDNT ACCEPT SR
SUCH A1... A PRECIOUS &

S | THEY ALL

6 HAMONS WIFE |
HATED IT ON SIGHT.. |

J-!NT YOU GIVE IT T0 4
MUSEUM?
i‘l.r'E TRED-N ey

REFUSE

7 THEN LOCK IT IN
THE SAFE AND L,E.TS
Fomﬁ HEOUT it

=== | IN HORROR ...

8. BUT IN E}tﬁOBER. 1[?22
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MUMMIFIED. % 0 6
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10. AND ON 23! OCTCRER |
HALLOWE'EN, HAMON

|[READ PRAYERS FROM AN

ANCIENT "BOOK OF THE
DEAD”

WHS PLUNGED INTO
DARKNESS... A BLAST

hz A SUDDEN WIMDT{RE

OPEN THE DOOR..THE
HAMONS FELL TOTHE FLOOR.
AND AN ECYPTIAN WOMAN

SHODK ﬁ’H!r'. HOUSE

ERERED- L

ﬁ m THE munz BENT
2 HND vﬂN!SHED

OVER THE HAND




=== |16_THE HAND WAS NEVER|

SEEN AGAIN,.. HAMCN
DECIDED TO WARN HIS

FRIEND NS

I

|7 WRITE T0

BUT CARNARVON DIDN'T
BELIEVE HIM ... AND
CARNARVON DIED

74

Grruesome grave robbers

What power did grave robbers have? They had the
power to change the history of Egypt!

Pharaohs built pyramids to keep their mummies
safe — grave-robbers broke into the pyramids and
stole the wealth that was buried with the Pharaohs.
So the Pharaohs built bigger and stronger and
cleverer pyramids. The grave robbers didn’t give in.
Every pyramid was robbed.

In the end it was the Pharaohs who gave in. They
realised that a pyramid was a huge stone advert
saying, “Look at my grave! Look at my wealth!” The
only answer was to hide the tombs, The Pharaohs
switched to being buried in hidden caves in the

= rocks. =

/ ABSOLUTELY
| ROBRER=PROOF YOUR
PRIESTLYNESS
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So the Egyptians stopped building 8
because of the grave-robbers. But in the centuries-
long battles between grave-builders and grave-
robbers the thieves didn't always have things their
OWID W&y . ..
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The mummy’s revenge

The man had reached his goal at last. The stone
coffin lay before him. Perhaps it contained untold
wealth — enough gold to keep a man for life?

The lid of the coffin was heavy. He struggled to
heave it off. The still air of the tomb was disturbed by
his struggles. Dust and pebbles fell from the roof. At
last a crack appeared in the lid. He paused for a rest,
pleased with his work. He set to work with fresh
energy. The crack became wider. In his excitment he
didn’t notice the stones that fell from the limestone
roof.

Another heave at the lid. A groaning “Creeee-
aak!” echoed through the tomb. He reached a hand
into the coffin. Another great “Creeee-aak!” But this
time it wasn’t the coffin lid. 1t was the roof of the
tomb itself. His struggles to break into the tomb had
weakened it. The massive roof slab was slipping
down.

Too late he tried to pull his hand free from the
coffin. Too late he realised that his own preed was
going to kill him. The roof slab fell and crushed him.
Hig grasping hand was still inside the coffin when he
died.

And, in 1970, that was how he was found when
archaeologists moved the stone to reach the coffin. A
skeleton wrapped in a shred of what had once been a
coat. A skeleton hand still inside the coffin iid. And
in the pocket of the coat was something that shocked
them. Something that told them almost exactly
when the grave-robber had died.

What did they find? The remains of a newspaper.
This grave-robber had been caught in the coffin in
1944 . . AD!
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A grave-robber’s guide

Cast yourself back in time a few thousand years.
You are travelling through ancient Egypt and
you've run out of copper coins. You want to rob a
pyramid or a rock-tomb (and get away with it). Here
are a few hints . . .

1 Remember the penalty for being caught robbing a
grave. Torture, then execution. Be careful!

2 Spend a bit of money before you set out. After ali
yvou will be fabulously wealthy when vou get away
with it. Make sure the local officials are on your side.
Make friends with them even if it costs you money.

3 Have a gang of seven or eight. Make sure every-
one has a useful skill. You may employ . . .

a couple of expert stone-masons to chisel their way
in;

a smith to melt down your gold and silver;

a boatman for getting to and from the tombs as

well as to act as a lookout;

water-carriers to keep your masons supplied and

to act as labourers.

4 Where possible find a back way into the tomb.
Then it will be a long time before the priests discover
the loss. When they check the front entrances the
seals will still be in one piece. They will think the
mummy is safe — and as long as they think that, then
you are safe!

5 Bribe everyone concerned with the burial:

The coffin-maker. As he makes the coffin he can
turn one end into a trap-door. That way you won't
have to break the seals and raise the lids to get at
the mummy. You'll simply open the trap-door and
slide the body out of the end.

The tomb-sealer. He has the job of sealing the
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ROB A TOMB S ! CAN

=
1IN A RUT. | SPEND |
ALL THE MONEY | GET FROM
MY LAST TOMB ROBBERY ON |
BRIBING PEOPLE S0 | CAN

AFFORD TO BRIRE PEOPLE

three doors into the tomb. The family will watch him
sealing the last door. Pay him well and he will make
sure the two inside doors are not sealed. A lot less
work for you later on.

The tomb guards. A boring job. A bit of tomb-
robbing would liven up their lives. Of course vou'll
have to be sure the tomb is left the way you found it.
They can still pretend to guard the tomb even after
you have emptied it.

The priests. They are wealthy people. You will
have to promise them a lot of money if they are going
to ‘look the other way’ when you break in.

The court officials. If word gets around that you

have robbed a tomb then the court officials will
arrest you. It’s best to bribe them first. They can lie
for you. They can say, “We have checked and the
tomb has never been touched” — and they can protect
you from the law.
6 Learn some ‘tricks of the trade’. Here's a quick
way to get gold from a tomb: set fire to the tomb! All
the wood will turn to ashes — all the gold will melt
into pools. When these cool and turn hard they can
simply be picked up from the ashes and carted off.
Awesome!
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7 Make a deal with travelling merchants. They will
buy vour stolen treasures from you and not ask
awkward questions or betray you. (In the 20th
century AD these merchants will be known as
‘fences’.)

8 Do not try to spend too much of vour treasure at
once. Many a tomb-robber gave himself away by
becoming rich suddenly. People would want to know
where the wealth came from.

9 Know the tombs and their passages and rooms
well, like a tomb-builder — many tomb-builders
became grave-robbers. They grew hungry when
their wages were late. They tried going on strike and
marching on the officials’ houses with chants of “We
are hungry! We are hungry!” When that failed they
turned to robbing the tombs they’d helped to bwld

"THIS MUST
HAVE BEEN

10 Best of all, try to f-lteal Lhe bcdy h-eﬁ.‘:r'e lt B
buried! Somebody, sometime, did that to the mother
of a great Egyptian Pharaoh. Perhaps this is what
happened . . .
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I've lost my mummy!

Cheops was a vain man, it has to be said. For years
the Pharaohs had been buried in pyramids. They
were a wonder of his world. But Cheops’ had to be
the best.

“I want my pyramid to be greater than all the rest.
I want the biggest pyramid Egypt has ever seen. |
want it to be the biggest the world will ever see.”

“Of course, your majesty.” Chief Minister Yuszef
smiled and bowed. “The greatest pyramid for the
greatest Pharaoh. 1 will see to it myself,” the man
promised. It would make Yussef the most important
man in Egypt . . . apart from Cheops, of course. But
Yussef could always handle Cheops.

“And | want this pyramid to be safe, Yussef, safe! I
want to lie there for ever with no grave-robbers to
destroy my afterlife.”

“It will be the safest tomb ever built, vour
majesty,” the Chief Minister promised.

“And the biggest!” Cheops reminded him.

“And the very biggest, your majesty!” Yussef
bowed and set about the great task.

Cheops’ mother, Hetepheres, sighed. “T'll never
live to see it finished, my son.”

“Maybe not in this life, but vou will watch over it
when you reach the afierlife. And one day I will join
you there,” Cheops promised.

“If the grave-robbers allow it, my son.”

“The grave-robbers shall never enter my Great
Pyramid!” Cheops boasted.

Hetepheres coughed gently. “It was my grave 1
was worried about, my son, not yours.”

Cheops rose to his feet. “Mother, I swear by every

m

god that your grave shall be as safe as mine!
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“I hope so,” Hetepheres said with a sad shake of
the head. “I hope s0.”

The Great Pyramid of Cheops grew and the vears
drifted by like the desert sands on the hot Sahara
winds . . . and Hetepheres died.

Cheops mourned. The king gave his mother a
funeral almost as great as his own was going to be.
Thousands lined the dusty roads of Dashur to see
Hetepheres’ last journey to her resting place. Many
thousand eyes saw the jewelled chests, the statues of
silver and gold, the figures set in precious stones and
the golden furniture follow the old queen to her
grave. They watched and they longed for just one
tiny part of all that treasure.

S LIKELY TOTAKE 15 My
' FAVOURITE STICK AND

YL MY COLLECTION OF

INTERESTING DUNG f

But the tomb was sealed with huge stones and
guarded night and day. Surely no one could enter . . .
Someone did.
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Yussef brought the terrible news to Cheops.
“Impossible!” the king cried. “I promised her! I prom-
ised that she'd be safe. Without her body she can
never be there to meet me in the afterlife!” Suddenly
he turned furiously on his chief minister. “I want
everyone responsible killed.”

“But the body is safe, your majesty,” Yussef said
softly. “There is no need for anyone to die.”

“Safe?”

“The coffin is still there,” Yussef said calmly.

“Thanks to Osiris and Isis!” the king moaned. “But
this must never happen again. We must find a
second resting place, A secret one... somewhere
near my own Great Pyramid. The greatest part of all
her wealth is still inside that coffin.”

“I know, your majesty, I know!” Yussef smiled.
“And [ have the perfect plan.”

Yugsef's plan was clever. The grave was so clever
and so secret that Hetepheres' grave stayed hidden
for 3000 vears. Grave-robbers and archaeologists
knew about the first tomb and they knew the coffin
had heen moved. They spent whﬂle lifetimes
searching.

They found nothing,
until . ..

A  photographer was
recording the work of some
archaeologists near the(
Great Pyramid of Cheops.
He stood the tripod of his
camera on the solid rock.
One leg of the tripod sank
down ... Surely nothing
sinks through solid rock.

Carefully the archaeologists brushed the sand
from the surface. [t wasn't rock. It was plaster. It
cleverly hid the opening to a shaft. The plaster was
cleared but the shaft was filled with blocks of stone.
One by ane the stones were moved. The shaft was
deep. Cut through solid rock, it had been a great feat
of mining for Cheops’ werkers

Thirty metres down, the archaeologists at last
reached the burial chamber. The wooden furniture
had crumbled to dust. But the great white stone
coffin lay untouched. Just as Cheops had last seen it
before the secret burial,

There was only room for eight people in that
underground tomb. Only eight were there when the
coffin was finally opened. They waited to gaze upon
the oldest mummy ever found . . . a mummy buried
2,500 years before the birth of Christ,

But all they found were two silver bracelets — the
poor remains from the once fabulous riches of Queen
Hetepheres . . . and there was no mummy.

Yet that tomb had never been entered. Poor
“heops had buried an empty coffin. Perhaps he is
still wandering through the afterlife looking for his
mummy. And perhaps a very crafty Chief Minister is
watching him . . . and still smiling.

il A Ty e T A £ ......._—__.- /,-"L
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The grave- mbbers of mﬂdern times
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The FrI'lEth of ancient Egvpt bllppﬂd sllﬁmtl;f hrc}ugh
the moonless darkness. Their servants carried the
awesome burden — 30 mummies! But the priests
weren't grave-robbers, they were grave rescuers.

Robbers had been coming to the Valley of the
Kings and stripping the graves of their riches. Not
satisfied with just taking the gold, they had been
tearing open the mummies’ bandages to get at the
hidden jewels. Everyone knew who was doing the
thieving. No one could stop them. The robbers had
friends in high places. When they were caught they
were released time after time.

The loyal and caring priests could do just one last
act to save their god-kings and queens. Move them.
So in a secret operation, the mummies of some of the
greatest kings were taken from the broken tombs
and placed together in a new and hidden home, deep
beneath the rocky valley.

The tattered bandages were patched, the bodies
had new labels placed on them and the few treasures
that were left were put with them. Then the tomb
was sealed and the entrance disguizsed. That should
keep thieves out. And it did for thousands of years.

Historians knew about the 30 great kings and
gueens — but archaeologists couldn’t tell them where
they had been buried. Then, in the 1880s, a new
gang of grave-robbers solved the mystery .

Ti 5 :-'.rf
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Mohammed’s story

Mohammed was fed up. His feet were almost too
tender to walk on. His body was a mass of bruises.
He hobbled along the street to his brother’s house
and almost collapsed. His oldest brother, Ahmed, led
him to a chair and brought him strong coffee. “Did
vou tell them anytlﬁng"” Ahmed asked.

oS

Mohammed glared at him fiercely, prﬂudi}? “'I‘he
police tied me up. They threw me to the floor of a cell.
They beat me on the soles of my feet till I thought
they were on fire!”

“But did you tell them anything?” another brother
demanded.

“Not a thing!” Mohammed hissed. “They wanted
to know where we got our money from. I told them
we worked for it. So they beat me. They asked me
what [ knew about ornaments stolen from the
tombs . . . I said I knew nothing. So they beat me
again.”

“You were brave, Mohammed,” a younger brother
smiled.

“I saved your miserable skins,” Mohammed
sneered.

“We are grateful,” Abdul nodded.

Mohammed leaned forward. “How grateful?”

“Very grateful!”
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“I mean how much money is my silence worth?”
Mohammed went on as he sipped at the strong, black
coffee.

The brothers shrugged. “We have always shared
ihe money. Everything is split equally between the
five of us.”

“I want halfin future,” Mohammed said.,

The brothers looked at one another. One gave a
small laugh. Another joined in. Soon Mohammed's
four brothers were roaring with laughter. Ahmed
recovered enough to say, “You forget that [ found
the tomb of 30 mummies back in 1871. If anyone
deserves half it is me!”

“And if you hadn’t been so greedy, selling too
many things, those museum people would never
have put the police on to us,” Mohammed argued. “I
want more! I have suffered for it.”

Ahmed rose to his feet, the laughter gone.*No!”

Mohammed threw the coffee cup to the floor and
stumbled to the door. “So be it,” he muttered as he
limped into the night. Within minutes Mohammed
was tapping on the door of the museum official’s
house.

“Mr Maspero?” he asked.

“He is away. I am his assistant, Emil Brugsch.
Can I help you?”

“No. But I can help you,” Mohammed said, and he
told his story. Brugsch listened in silence as Mohami-
med explained how Ahmed had found the tomb. He
had been looking for a lost goat when he came across
the entrance to a steeply sloping tunnel. When he
returned with a lantern he found a burial chamber
with 30 mummies and their treasures.

Of course, any treasures found belonged to the
Museum of Egypt. It was against the law to sell
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them. But he told his brothers about the find. For
more than ten years they had been selling the
treasures, a few at a time, secretly to collectors.

“And will you lead me to this burial chamber?”
Brugsch asked.

Mohammed nodded. “The last time we were in
trouble Mr Pawar, the mayor of Western Thebes,
spoke up for us ... we paid him well, of course. Will
you make sure I do not go to prison, Mr Brugsch?”

Brugsch laughed. “If all you tell me is true,
Mohammed, then you will not go to prison ... you
will become a hero of the Egyptian nation!”

“The stolen treasures . . .”

“Oh, they don’t matter too much. It's the mum-
mies we want to get our hands on. Shall we go?”

Brugsch found the tombs but had to fight to save
his precious mummies. Men from a nearby town
heard about the find and wanted to stop the archae-
ologist taking their dead kings from them. As they
headed down the Nile to the Museum at Cairo, the
local people lined the banks and wailed and ground
dust into their heads, just as the ancient Egyptians
did thousands of years before.

Then, on the journey, thieves attacked the boat
and tried to take its treasures. This time they were
too well guarded. At last they reached the safety of
the Cairo Museum. And what do you thmk hap-
pened to Mohammed? Was he . &
A Bent to prison?

B Given a £500 reward?

C Ezxecuted?

D Given a job in charge of the burial excavations?
E Killed by a curse on the mummy’s tomb?

(3 g Hemsuy
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The remarkable river ...

What has the River Nile to do with
the pyramids?

Everything. No River Nile . . . no pyramids.

North Africa used to be rich graszsland. The part
that is now Egypt was all flooded. Then, about 9000
years ago, the region began to dry out and people
moved in. It became drier still, so the people moved
to the strip of land near the river — the Nile. But why
did they start to build?

Here are four clues. Can you see how each clue
might lead to making pyramids?

1 Every vear the Nile flooded and gave the farmers
enough rich soil for their crops. But of course they
couldn’t work the land when it was flooded.

2 The area outside the Nile's flood valley became
desert — difficult for other people to cross. Egypt was
a land cut off {rom the rest of the world. No trouble-
some neighbours.

3 The farmers had no wheeled transport. But in the
floods, when their houses and villages were cut off,
they learned to build boats.

4 The rains fell in the tropical forests of Africa and
rushed down the Nile to make it flood. The people of
Egypt never really saw much rain; the sudden,
life-giving Nile floods seemed to be a magical gift.
Here are the four sides of a pyramid that might
explain the link between the Nile and the pyramids.
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WHERE THERE ARE NO WHEELS  SO... A PYRAMID IS BLILT!
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Flatten your friends with facts on
the Nile . . .

1 The Nile is an awesome 960 kms (600 miles) from
the first cataract to the Mediterranean sea.

2 Three rivers flow into the Nile:

the Atarba River of Sudan

the Blue Nile of Ethiopia

the White Nile of Uganda.

3 The Nile floods arrive at almost exactly the same
time each year — the middle of June. Marks on the
riverside rocks showed the height of the flood each
year. The marked rocks became known as
‘Nileometers' — an awesome fact, or a horrible fib?

4 The waters start to go down in October.

5 The floods don’t only bring plenty of water. They
leave a layer of rich black silt, or mud, which keeps
the land fertile. The Egyptians called their country
Keme, the Black Land, because of this. They planted
lots of crops.

6 By November the first plant shoots would appear.
The height of the flood decided how well the crops
would grow. A Roman visitor, Pliny, wrote:

A rise of 12 ells meant hunger. (An ell was about 1.5
metres)

A riseof 13 ells meant suffering. THS IS AN EbL
A rise of 14 ells meant happiness.
A rise of 15 ells meant security.
A rise of 18 ells meant disaster.

e

P i

"ﬂ;ufg‘g e Tl e
Disaster was when the flood was high enough to
wash away the mud houses!

90

AS TOMBS THOSE PYRAMIDS
MAKE CRERT LIGHTHOUSES T

7 Herodotus, a Greek visitor, wrote: . . .
When the Nile overflows the land
18 converted into a vast sea, and
nothing appears but the cities, which
look like islands.
8 The Nile was the main road through Egypt. Most
long journeys were made by boat.
@ The Nile no longer floods. A vast dam (opened at
Agwan in 1971) now controls the flow. But the dam
has brought unexpected problems. No floods — no
silt. The soil becomes tired and farmers now have to
pay for chemical fertilisers to replace the nutrients
that the Nile brought for free every vear.
10 The Nile has poems and songs written about it. A
priest wrote this one:
Hail toyou, QO Nile . . .
You have come to feed Egypt . . .
When you flood the land rejoices . . .
Joy when you come, O Nile!
Joy when you come!
You who feed men and animals . . .
Joy when you come!
(It might not be a great pop song — but it's lasted over
3,000 years.}
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11 The  desert began

where  the floodwater &ﬂ EORLY M H[).E,

ended. The difference was

R DEVIL, HE
T

so clear that a person could
stand with one fool in a
field and the other in
barren sand. The desert
was known as Dashre, the
Red Land.

,&ﬁczﬁﬁ 1'-'& .,
12 The Egyptian year was divided into th“ea
seasons based on the Nile: flood season, planting
season and harvesting season.

13 The peasants had to build and repair irrigation
channels each year. This was part of the tax they
paid to the Pharaoh. The punishment for trying to
miss working on the Pharaoh’s projects was a beat-
ing. It was no use trying to run away because if you
weren’t caught then your family would be punished
instead.

14 Floodwater could be ‘trapped’ in reservoirs when
the river sank. The fields would then have a water
supply even when the river wasn’t in flood. To lift the
water into the fields the farmers used a shaduf. This
was a trellis holding up a pole, with a counterweight
on one end. On the other end was a bucket that could
be lowered into the water. This invention meant that
one man could lift thousands of gallons of water in a
day. It was so easy to make and so successful that
shadufs are still used today. You can try modelling
one yourself.
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Plasticine

Shock your friends with a shaduf

Egyptian peasants can make a shadufl out of tree
branches; you can make yours look real by making
one out of twigs.

1 Collect three straight twigs about 20cm (or 8
inches) long. Tie them together, but not too tightly,
about 3em (1 inch) from one end. Leave some spare
string hanging loose at the knot.

2 Stand the twigs up and Strin
spread the other ends out knot
so they make a frame or
trellis (see picture 1). Push i
the ends into plasticine to Plasticine
hold the frame steady. \

e

Loose knots — 3 Find another straight

twig, about 35ems (14
inches). This will be the
lever. Using the slack
string, tie this to the top of
the frame, where the other
twigs meet. Tie the lever
about 12cms (5 inches)
from one end (see
picture 2).

4 Weight the shorter part of the lever with plasti-
cine. Tie another twig, about 15cm (6 inches) to the
long end of the lever.

5 Now you need something for a bucket — the
bottom of a plastic cup or the top of a spray-can
would do. Make three holes in this and tie it to the
twig hanging from the lever.

Congratulations — you have just made a simple but
awesome invention!
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A 9aﬂcry of Gods

What a life — spending half your time worrying about
death! And death was an awesome problem for the
Egyptians. They wanted to reach the spirit world
that the priests taught about.

This wasn’t as good as ‘the land of the gods’ that
the dead Pharaohs went to, but it was better than
life on earth. They even knew where their spirit
world was in the sky ... juuuust over the western
horizon,

But by the left kneecap of Anubis!! There was an
awesome number of gods for an Egyptian to please
before he or she got there. And if they annoyed one,
well, 1t was shadufs-full of trouble for them. (Erm . . .
sorry Anubis, I think you've got a very nice
kneecap.)

You see, the gods were unbelievably old. They had
lived before people existed and now treated humans
as if they were a mixture of toys and servants. The
gods controlled the world and everything that hap-
pened. They demanded respect.

Try keeping this lot happy:
( Sobek - the 3
crocodile-
headed god. He
controlled

{water supplie'ra; ;
o 3t ;

Thoth -« the 1b1ﬁ Gutl' = a0 ot
headed god {:-{') the desert and
wisdom who inven- storms. The
ted speaking and ) (enem}r of Dsiris._/
\':E'it,mg. sl . a1 N

fRe — the Sun

God. Some said
he had made
people. The
Egyptians called )
themselves, ‘the

| \ cattle of Re’.

Hurus — the falcon-headed god who looked after
L‘Ehe Pharaoh. [‘ et ]e
Sokh. & Hathor - the Sy

AR cow-horned god-
e dess of love. She
fici e also Iluﬂked after
goddess happiness, danec- J

{_ing and music. = [

of war.
5 —ﬁtah the gud who spoke the names of al.-\'l
: the things in the world. By doing this he
made them exist. (Neat trick, eh? If only I ]
could do that . . . ice-cream, Mars Bar, trip
tn::- Disney World . )y Bes - the]
ﬂ?\ ( dwarf god
of  happi- )
ness, and
protector uf"‘
the fauniy _j

Is:s - wife
Osiris. She
took special

care of women
“and chlldren L

Anuhls — the jackal-

(‘( headed god of the dead.
( He helped to prepare

__\ mummies. s/~ et
Osiris — god of death and
rebirth, the Underworld
and the Earth. Long ago he

had taught people to farm.
Q e “’/




Awesome answers to powerful problems
Which god would you pray to? Fill in the missing
name.

Oh great ........... My land is short of water and my
crops are dying.
Mighty .......... My youngest son died of fever three

months ago. Since then my wife 1s heart-broken.
Please help her to enjoy life again.

Oh wise .......... My son wishes to be a scribe, but is so
bad at learning his hieroglyphs that his teachers are
threatening to throw him out of school. Beatings
don’t seem to help.

Please give me strength, oh vengeful ........... Raiders
from the Red Land have attacked our village. Help
us to defeat them.

Oh powerful .......... My husband has died and I have
spent most of myv savings on his mummification to
please you. Please help him to reach the spirit world.
Please, sweet ......... ]| am madly in love with the
most beautiful girl, but she laughs at mv dancing. I
am terribly clumsy and fall over my own feet.

s ..'::'_.‘:_‘.,—%-d—*_"
L/ (GON! BO
< You ‘«‘JHNT
L) DF'\'%”"

v WIT ]*"FF;
I\. G p\ T
_.* ‘i“i-L?

-
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Pray like an Egyptian

The story that all Egyptians believed was this
one . ..

Osiris was an awesome king, everyone agreed . . . or
almost everyone. He was loved by his loyal wife, Tsis,

and all of his people . . . well, almost all. Only Osiris’s
brother, Set, hated him. He was jealous. So Set
plotted and Set planned. How could he kill his
brother and get away with it?

What if the body of Osiris was never found? Yes,
that was it! Make sure the body was never found.

It was a gruesome job, but Set had to do it. First he
killed Osiris . . . and then he cut the bady up into 14
parts. He scattered the pieces along the banks of the
Nile and left the crocodiles to finish off the job.

But the plan failed. Isis travelled far and wide to
find the 14 parts of her husband’s body, and she
carefully put them back together. She then wrapped
Osiris’s body in linen bandages to hold him in one
piece. Osiris had become Egypt’s first mummy.

Isis still wasn’t finished. She now called on the god
Anubis for help. Anubis breathed life back into
Osiris. Osiris couldn’t come back to earth as a man;:
instead he went to the afterlife as the god of the
dead.
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Anubis became the god of preserving the body for
the afterhfe. Isis became the goddess who protects
the dead. And Set? Set had to deal with Horus, the
son of Osiris and Isis. Set managed to pluck out
Horus's eye in their long and grisly battle. But in the
end, Horus won. Set was doomed to spend the rest of
time in the gruesome underworld of the evil dead.

Horus went on to become the protector of the
living . . . while his plucked eye became a way of
alluwmg the deacl to see.

Charm your friends

The Egyptians believed such stories and were very
superstitious. They also believed in lucky charms.
Here is one you could make for yourself out of card to
wear around your neck.

The three symbols are Egyptian hieroglyphic signs
for three words . . .

<7 all’, -?"er‘ R‘prntectiﬂn’.

Awesome ly trou blesome

E 9wohans

Oh Pharaoh it isn’t fair-o

} They get the best food that there is on
i earth,

Thev're treated like gods from the dav of
“;} ¢ “P their birth . . . the Pharaohs.

. They live in a palace all graceful
and tall,

| theydonoworkatell . ..
| Bl dufs the Pharaohs.
3 i

i

Their graves are those pyramids up to
the sky,
The:,-, have @ fine afteriife, they never

/\> die . . . the Pharaohs. \
B Al .

But who builds the pyramids? Who

sweats and slaoves?
Who works . . . then ends in a dusty old
grave? . . . the peasanits!

il .1.4'1" ] [ i'k::iu
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The horriblest thing to be in Egyptian history was a peasant in
the old kingdom. They were at the bottom of a pyramid that
looked like this.

1 The Pharach — King, chief priest and god, commander of the
armies.

2 The vider — the second most powerful man. He had to see that
the country was running smoothly: everything from collecting
taxes to organising the building of irrigation systems. He
was also chief judge.

AND CUESS WHO
PAID THE TAXES?

3 The imakhu (the honoured ones) - friends and family of S
the Pharaoh. They got all the best jobs: jobs

like . . . General Ambassador, Governor of a district, .

Keepﬂr of the Crown Jewels, KEEPEr of the Oils S AR . B AND GUESS WHO DOESN'T \
and Perfumes, Keeper of the King's clothes . . . or, 9
Keeper of the Secret of all the Royal e e e T LETTD THLK L THE PHMH__,
Sayings — that means being in control of who PR L A O\ T S

gets to talk to the Pharaoh. :

BUT WHO RISKS
THIER LIVES TO
DO THE ACTUAL
FICHTING?

4 The Nomarchs — local barons who control
small districts. They are directly in charge of "
most of the people; they keep order and raise —— - w5
armies if Egypt iz attacked. e P . R T, <. % 7 il

".

6 The scribes — educated officials who keep the “_:‘_‘\_;: /'Iﬂiff EHSY WORK j

written records.

mu “T'HM CET IT

6 The priests — thousands who run the

temples to the many gods. &;
)T ND WHO PAYS THE 5!1.1.‘:3 ?
7 The hemutiu or craftsmen — skilled wcrrkers s ._._.____‘lii 1= - T
who look after the needs of the wealthy: 'y o ,.r""'__' o
weavers, architects, painters, sculptors, ™ '__.j *-'—'*--— i
traders, jewellers, embalmers, metal- et NN 5 LUUK ﬂT

workers . . . - o QUR; ﬂWﬂSﬂHELY
N HHFUL LIVES...

8 The peasants - the -
I remaining 90% ML e
W e L i
L RSO A G R L Rt ,_._._ L______.__ o —__,_‘j{« 3

| AR

: 4
= ™, TR & ! 1 W LT [l
i___g._,_,, Mh_—-—.q_‘hm'_._v_._-___u_n'il | I A e e R .y ML R TR — _.--:l.n_k.q.—ﬁ.r——--#}‘ . Y o o T L 7 |
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How to be a peasant in ten hard
lessons i

1 There are few slaves in Egypt — but a peasant has -
to work so hard he may as well be one. )

2 Peasants are like property — if a Pharach gives
land to a nobleman then the peasants are thrown
in with it.

3 Peasants are counted along with the cattle to
show how rich a landowner is.

4 Women aren’t counted because they are not worth

as much as cattle! &% n

YOU €Ut M
— | FINGER QFF
~ | ILL_DO EVEN

\ LESS WORK _

9 Peasants are organised into work gangs of about

five.
bl 6 Families may be broken up to work in different
4 gangs.

e 7 When a peasant can’t work on his land because
the Nile is in flood he is ordered to work on the
pyramids.

8 If a peasant doesn’t work hard enough then he
will be punished by whipping or by having bits
chopped off his body — a finger or a toe, perhaps.

9 If you try to get really rich with a bit of tomb-
robbing then the bit they chop off will be your

h'-: ' =

G

b <OWHEN THE NILE W head!
s | GETS HIGHER SO | 10 Before crops are harvested the Pharaoh’s tax-
h [\If'UES THE PYRAMID | man will come round to work out the Pharaoch’s
g }; RIS —"—”‘" share. The good news is that the peasant’s family
’Erej éli |‘~ J e e can have what the Pharaoh leaves!
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Wurkmg 011 the ﬁeldq
W e e .
W NOwW..You 1. REPAIR. DAMAGE TO THE [IELDS CAUSED BY
HORRIBLE THE FLOODS |
PEASANT, THE 2 BREAK UPTHE SOIL WITH HOES AND PLOLIGH
FLCODS HAVE IT BEFORE THE SUN BAKES ITT00 HARD
GONE DOWN.  Mb 3 SOW THE SEEDS AND USE ANIMALS { LIKE A
HERESA LITTLE %Y  HERD OF GOATS) 0 TREAD THEMIN
LIST OF JOBS TC [ 4 KEEP THE FIELDS WATERED ASTHE CROPS GROW

KEEP YOu BUSY, ga 5 KEEP THE FIELDS WEEDED
K’ Y 6. SCARE THE BIRDS AWAY [’
Tttt 7 HARVEST THE EARS OF WHEAT OFF THE TOPCF
W] THE STALKS
Y 8 THRESH ‘THE CORN=BEAT IT WitH FLAILS TO
~ . W) SEPARATE THE GRAIN FROM THE HARD CHAFF
ON THE OLIFSIDE
9 WINNOW THE CORN-=TOSS THE CRAIN INTHE
AR S0 THE LIGHT CHAFF |S RLOWN AWAY
10. CO BACK TG CUT THE CORN STALKS FOR
ANIMAL FEED, FOR MAKING BRICKS AND FCR. |
BASKET MAKING

L 'x"l'_ '\.

A 1\‘}. \\ﬁ}\ﬂ. |

-

/" TM GLAD YOU ASKED ME THAT .. YOU
mm LOOK AFTER THE PICS AND SHEEP AND
GEESE AND DUCKS =AND THEN GROW SOME J

CRAPES FOR WINE THEN GROW SCME FLF'J. T0
MAKE LINEN, THEN GRIND THE CORN ..

4

il 4

"L WISH 1 HADN'T ASKED. TLL KE GLAD WHEN )
“HE FLOOD SEASON RETURNS AND ! €AN GET ,»-
C BACK To WDRK ON THE PYRAMIDS t J

)
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Working on the pyramids

You have dragged a huge, stone block for 60 kilo-
metres over the burning desert. The only water you
have is what you can carry with vou. At last you
reach the pyramid, haul the stone into place and
stagger off for your pay of bread and linen and
ointment. That's when the leader of the work gang
gives you the dreadful news . . . no pay!

You trudge back to your barracks — rough lime-
stone shelters with mud floors. You are tired, hungry
and angry. The rooms are crowded and there's no
proper water supply or toilet. The place stinks from
human sewage and from the animals you share your
lodgings with.

You wish you were back home with your wife and
children. But you know you will die of starvation
before you get there.

What will you do? Youcould . . .

1 Grumble and go back to work.
2 Send a begging letter to the Pharaoh.
3 Go on stn]s:e

L THESE CONDLTIONS
e { ADE NOT FIT FOR
ﬁ{ 2 A PEARANT

o i ﬂ;? L
- X ; H |_' ﬂ,_.- i
[l 'II"I a : "':" 4' .l
BT ﬂ @ gaie EM g
. ,pmd agam A9, ‘suonrl a1y} pred ]
U2aq pey A9y) [un JIom 0] JIeq 05 01 Posnjal
pue apeys ayj ul Jes SIaNIom ayJ, ‘prueidd
B JO 9118 8] U0 P[ay SEm pliom ay) Jo A10}s14 a1y}
Ul 3YLIJS PApPI0IAT ISIY Y], "€ TN LI0MSUY

m o5 e il
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Ancient Egypﬁan ancient joke

- | KNOW ... 1 CAN
e pasTs i ﬁg, o
s B

It’s no wonder there was trouble in the Old King-
dom. Around 2,300 BC the Old Kingdom began to
fall apart. The power of the Pharachs was chal-
len ged by the nomarchs. An old text explained:

T s R
“THE RABSLE 15 AROUSED, AND
FROM EVERY CITY COMESTHE €Y, | [ AND HE )
‘COME, LET U THROW OUT THE NOBLES” (| PLOLIGHMANS |
THE LAND 15 FULL OF RIOTERS WHEN | | LUNCH OF
! THE PLOWGHMAN GOES TOWORK HE COURSE

L,m CARRIES HS SHIEL ﬁ Q

It wasn’t until 20656 BC (and the Pharaohs of the
eleventh dynasty) that control was restored again.
The peasants were offered better conditions.

They were allowed to organise themselves into
family groups. Each family was given enough land to
feed itself. The fields were passed down from genera-
tion to generation and could not be taken away. The

peasants were happier.
UNLESS YOU WERE A !
WOMAN OF EﬂJR.‘iE_L

(70T MAKESA . o
PEASANT CHANGE SZ a

T

Wonderful women

How to be a wonderful Egyptian woman
The Egyptians had a clear idea of what made a
wonderful Egyptian woman . . . the goddess Isis. To
be a wonderful woman all you had to do was be like
Isig, who . . .

.. RAN THE COUNTRY
AFTER HER HUSBAND
OSIRIS WAS MURDERED .

WHAT

NEXT
t ]’J MAAMT?
[

——y

. SAILED THE SEAS T
RECOVER HIS BODY .

|

1 b : ﬁh\mu&m&x iy -.
‘éﬂf TSR ﬁma& -.}‘:::__éw
- \pa.l_ & ety

o b g*—x .
PROTECTED HIS FOUND A WAY TC BRW&
INFANT SON.. || WM BACKTOLIFE.. |

y

WHERE




How to be a fairly-wonderful
Egyptian woman

If being like Isis was too ditheult
then vou could be a fairly wonderful
woman by . ..

1

b L

Staying at home and obeying
your parents until you were 12
vears old and old enough to
MArry;

Marryving someone suitable -
someone mum and dad approved
of;

Obeying your husband;

Sharing your husband with sev-
eral other wives;

Giving your husband lots of chil-
dren — six or seven were not
unusual.

How to be a normal Egyptian woman
Not many Egyptian women managed to be quite so
‘perfect. In fact . . .

1

(Girls with richer parents would leave home and go
to school and learn to read or write.

2 Girls often married for love rather than have their

3

parents choose a husband. It was common to
marry someone in the family such as an uncle or a
cousin.

A Greek visitor, Herodotus, wrote that Egyptian
women were not as obedient as he felt they should
be. He complained they were much too
independent!
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CHIEF wiFE ASSISTANT CHIEF WIFE

An Egyptian man could have as many wives as he
liked but he had to be able to keep them all in
comfort. The chief wife was the equal of her
husband and her first son would get his wealth
when he died — the chief wife would get his
household goods.

WIFE 41

2

gy it
-

o

TRAINEE WIFE

5 Girls often had their first baby when they were

just twelve or thirteen vears old. Women gave
birth kneeling on special bricks. Childbirth was a
dangerous time because of the high risk of infec-
tion. It was common for mother or baby to die. A
woman had to hope that the goddess of childbirth,
Twaret, would keep away evil spirits. Twaret
should have been able to manage that — she was a
ferocious, pregnant hippopotamus!
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How to be a beautiful Egyptian woman

Egyptian women were proud of their appearance

and loved to be fashionable. If the Egyptians had a

~ book of beauty tips they might have told you .

1 Bathe often. Purifv the water with natron — ves,
the sa]t used to preserve mummies!

2 Have a massage. A servant will give you a mas-
sage —if you're lucky enough to have a servant.

3 Use eye make-up. Take the lead-ore, galena, to
make a grev-black mascara and use it to give an
almond shape to the eve. Pluck your eyebrows.
Silver tweezers are hest — if you can afford them,
of course.

4 Use face make-up. Brighten your face with
blusher and lipstick made out of red iron-oxides.

5 Use nail-colour. Mix up some henna to give a red
tint to the nails — and it can also be used to colour
the palms of your hands and the soles of your feet!

/1 CanT CET AWAY |
WITH ANYTHING!. &
ALWAYS GET CAUGHT |

RED HANDED ' |
) o ¥

Live lke an Eyypﬁan

The Egyptians lived in houses built of rmud bricks.
That’s not at all horrible. The mud was free and the
bricks, baked by the hot summer sun, became rock
hard. Mud houses could last for hundreds of years —
and some Egyptians still build their homes with mud
today. The more important you were, the bigger
yvour house. Egyptians had very little furniture, but
that didn’t matter because they spent so much of the
time outdoors. Would vou like to have lived like an
Egyptian?

WELL 1 SUPPOSE
BUILDING MUD- |
&suc.ﬁ HOUSES

| NAKED CUTS DOWN |
UN LAUNDRY RILLS |

.W&WL

TERGTT e

1 Egyptians wore very few clothes. Children and
poor people often wore nothing. But luckily the
Ancient Egyptians lived in a very warm, dry coun-
try ... and walking round with no clothes was an
obvious thing to do.

2 Egyptians ate bread. It was so rough that it wore
away their teeth! There were bakeries in Egypt in
2000 BC. If you want an idea of how the bread would
taste (without wearing out wyour teeth) try this
recipe . ..
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% ik it | kit s e LJ:‘ﬂ—'_w—'—“r-“—"r_mj
Z| - Wholemeal bread.... |= Hi
.2 < Youneed: g %, w S
© - 14 cups of whalemeal Flour ’4 ==
i 2 half a teaspoan of salt. : 5
t 3.2 tups of warm water, i
“H L Mix the Hour, salt and water e T

“l 2Knead well {or five minutes =

: 35hape the dough into circlesor  ~ 0 T 2

) trigngles E
A -4.Place the shapes ona greased baking - q‘Ei
e tray. - 4
2l 5leave overnight. s oo
—=| & Decorate the edges of the shopes with = 7
=) finger-dents. i o =
1] 7 Bake in an oven ot Gas mork &for half 5
=] an hour. =

4 (You tan add a cup of chopped dates - -1 )

o shapes could be Egyptian animals ifyeu | ¢
:é like ) L 2 3 A N~
q:.’.. i | - ' i ‘q
té_'f; = § S PR e i M\_S_—

Your Verdict (Tick the box): Awesome [ Okay [
Haorrible [ :

3 BEgyptian food included cucumbers, celery, lettuce,
onions, garlic, leeks and cress ... but most people
had to live on bread and onions. Their fruits were
melons, figs, pomegranates and dates. Grapes were
used for wine, and honey for sweetening. The later
Egyptians grew cherries, apples and pears. Sheep,
goats, cattle and geese gave them meat, but pigs
were thought unclean.

4 They drank a type of beer made from barley.
Bread was added to barley and water, and left to
brew. The liquid had to be strained before it could be
drunk, and it probably looked more like soup!
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5 The Egyptians made the world’s first known
sweets as early as 1600 BC, The recipes were found
inscribed on stone tablets. Try this one . . .

\]!1]'15:;'}._!.- l]: \_Il'-:_,lu,H:- o l_|'|'.!"l.l' d i—:'.'ﬁ.f'-"-lll hilvore.

= Date sweetmaats, ... st
N You need: )
3 'L 1eupatdates ‘
I . 2.1 teagpaen afzinngman spice E
=| 3 half a teaspoon oFcardamam seads ]
= 4half azup ofchapped walnuts

i Bnlittle warm honey .

H  basaucer of ground slmonds. | -

Methad:

T
|
iul’

-

ey b 8 1000 g

4 L Stir the dates with a |itle water to
make q paste (using a blender is
gu_u:ker but not 50 origingl ).

2.3hr 1n the sinnamon ‘and eardamam.
3.Using your (clean!) hands mix in
~ the chopped walnuts.

" 4.Shape the date-and-walnul mix jnio
sweel-sizeéd spheres.

g.g‘rufﬁ: thé sweets :H? handey_
LD1p them in ground alman der,
7 Eaﬁ them! ? e

rr A

L
|

—

'
'|1:j i
L
R TLAR )

f

Lppgfh o=
Y
Y
]
j
i
1
i
|
|
HI |
A
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%”ﬁ"* I:Li]JI'_'f JEH'jh‘hl

e 'i_f'-n“'|.""j'.-'ll.j'lJ1n {Hamf g [ -i-"| T |'.-1'-.*J\f~11-1

6 The Egyptians trained Ethiopian baboons to
pick their dates from the trees. (If you happen to
have a date tree in your back garden maybe you
could train your parents to be your baboons?)
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7 The Egyptians were great believers in malgic.
Here is the most useful hint you will ever findin a
book! [t might well save your life! If you are
unlucky enough to fall into a river full of croco-
diles, say,

£7 i MONKEY SEVEN CUBITS TALL WHOSE
S PRET CON st L

€ WORDS ARE LI
|\ PNCRCODILE SO THAT AN GEF UP SAFELY !

\

I i r'r@
T J ‘R-‘\. t - -._-_.: ';: . IQ‘:‘:{\ L I|_ il \:-_\:l
¢ \.i e e ] —

\ Bl

M (N e
) Tl =7 SCRATCH_
S R AN T Bl D TR, - T L U A P
%@m—;}. R T L

e

Say it quickly and say it in Egyptian, It is
guaranteed to work . . . if it doesn’t then you can

have your money back. PU———
8 Egyptians cropped their £ 7 -

hair short because of the
heat. But rich Egyptians
wore wigs on important
occasions. Then, on top of
the wig they might wear a
white cone of wax. The
wax was mixed with per-
fume. As the event wore
on, the wax melted, the
perfume was released . ..
and the wax ran all over
vour wig!
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9 Egyptian medicine was a mixture of common
sense and magic. A government official, Khety,
was attacked and received a serious headwound.
His doctor was able to drug Khety to sleep then
remove part of his damaged skull; the wound was
sewn up — and Khety lived.

e

- e erT——— | HOPE L DIDN'T
R (RAEITT) | RevovE Too e
g oy -

]

10 On the other hand, a cure for blindness
involved mashing up the eye of a pig with honey
and red ochre and pouring it in the patient's ear!

STAY CLEAR
OF DOCTORS!

If you have a stomach-ache you can try reciting
this ancient Egyptian charm as you drink your
medicine, “Come, you who drive out evil things
from my stomach and my limbs. He who drinks

this shall be cured just as the gods above were
cured.”
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What was it for?
Take a look at these awesome Egyptian objects, and
see if you can work out how the Egyptians would

have used them.

A

1 aflytrap
2 atoy lion
3 aclub

L - B

B o - LN it '_"._ - e
i A N S B e T

B

1 asewing box _

2 a decoy duck (for hunting){ . %

3 aface-cream holder '

C

1 afan

2 flyswatters

3 bone clappers
or castanets

1 apipe
2 an airfreshener
3 a wine pourer

I .'I-.-‘. * :“ Sy
L T

ed TO ¢€d ¢V
SIIMSUY
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Awesome Egyptian entertainment

Story-telling
The Ancient Egyptians were fond of stories. This one
is a bit like our own fairy-stories:

“When Prince Ramesside was horn, the Goddess of
Fate visited his cradle. “This child will be killed by a
crocodile, a snake or a dog,’ she said.

The king, his father, protected the boy well, but
when he grew he left home and learned of a beautiful
princess in Syria. The man who could elimb her
tower would win her hand in marriage.

Of course Prince Ramesside won and married the
princess.

His life seemed happy . . . until he was attacked by
a snake! The princess saved him that time.

His life seemed happy . . .
until he was attacked by
his own dog. He ran into
the sea and saved himself!

He seemed safe . . . till a crocodile swam up to him.

A very hungry crocodile! The crocodile gave the
prince just one chance. Prince Ramesside could go
free if he'd agree to kill one of the crocodile’s greatest
enemies . ..”
Unfortunately, the ancient papyrus paper is
damaged and we've lost the end of the story. Sorry!
perhaps you'd like to think of an ending. Here's a
clue — the Egyptians liked a sad story with a happy
ending!
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Children’s games =
A ball would be made from |
leather and stuffed with ©
grain. Catching  and “};’l‘

juggling were popular.
Sometimes the catchers
would ride ‘piggy-back’ t\\\
while they threw or juggled. AN

Spinning-tops of polished stone were made for
children — they would be spun with the fingers. The
trick was to keep more than one going at a time.

Knee races could be run. All you have to do is race
between two points . . . but your hands must never
leave your knees!

Beautifully made toys have been found in tombs.
Wooden animals had mouths that would open and
close when vou tugged the string,.

Goat-on-the-ground game

Try playing this simple Egyptian game.

You need a group of four or more.

1 Two players are the ‘Goat’

2 The two players who are the goat sit on the
ground, face to face with legs outstretched.

3 The others have to jump over the Goat without
being caught by the Goat’s hands.

4 If a jumper is caught then the jumper becomes
half of the Goat 5
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WAS A
HIGH TUMP

Water sport

Okay, check your swimming certificates. You need
two teams of three or four people with a boat tor each
team. The aim is to stand in your hoats and knock
the other team into the water, one by one, without
being knocked in vourself. You could try it on grass
with two teams standing on planks!

Hunting

Hunt the hippopotamus with harpoons, spears, ropes
and nets — highly dangerous — the hippe might
decide to hunt the hunter!

Do not try this sport! (You may find a hippo in
vour local zoo but you'll be thrown out if you try to
killit . . . and even if you succeeded you'd never get it
in the microwave.)

Hunting birds — the Egyptians would use tame
birds to attract the wild ones, then kill the wild birds
with a ‘throwing stick’ — a sort of boomerang that
doesn’t come back — difficult.

Tr}’ hitting rardhc}ard cut-out hll’d% w1Lh ‘throwing
sticks' —- the most hits out of ten throws, wins.
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Alquerque

This Spanish game i1s thought to have come orig-
inally from ancient Egypt. It was probably intro-
duced into Spain by the Moors — who lived in North
West Africa. The Moors had conquered Egypt in the
Middle Ages. You will need 12 counters each and a
game-board. You can draw out a gameboard like the
one below on a piece of cardboard. Only two people
can play. Set the pieces out as shown below.

st /7
Rules
1 Only the space in the middle is left clear.

2 Throw a dice to decide who goes first and the first

move has to be into that space.

3 Then any empty place next to them, pieces can be
moved along the lines of the board

4 You can caplure a piece and take it off the hoard
as vou would in draughts, by jumping over it. You
can capture more than one piece in the same move.

5 The winner is the player who captures all the
opponent’s pleces.

i

-

7 '\'

b
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Awesome astronomy

Marking time

The Egyptian calendar was awesomely brilliant.
Some historians think it was their greatest inven-
tion. By observing the sun they calculated the length
of the year at 365 days, almost the same as ours.

The year was divided into the three seasons you
read about on page 92, each 120 days long with 5
‘extra’ days each vear,

There were 12 months of 30 days each.
There were three weeks in a month.
There were ten daysin a week.

Ancient records

Some time around 3000 BC an astronomer was
observing the sky just before dawn. He was working
in the academy at Memphis, the new capital city of
united Upper and Lower Egypt. It was the first day
of the Inundation, or flood-season.

On the eastern horizon the sun began to rise - but
on this day at the same time, so did the star Sothis
(we call it the Dog Star, or Sirius). For generations
afterwards they kept watch and discovered that
these three events — the start of the flood-season, the
rising of the sun and the rising of Sothis hap-
pened... wait for it... once every 1.460 years.
Awesome!

If we count the working life of an astronomer as
about 25 years, think about how many generations
searched the sky — don’t be lazy, work it out — 25 into
1,460 — mumble . . . mumble . . . mumble . . . okay,
okay, you can turn the page upside down to find out.

"PTYS I824-U) J

B JUlop au0auwos puB suoljeiausd QC omsuy
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Write like an Egyptian 1

The Egyptian writing is called hieroglyphics . . . but
the Egyptians didn’t call it that! The word is Greek —
from heiros meaning sacred and gluphe meaning
carving. The Egyptian name for it meant ‘words of
the gods’.

Sometimes a hieroglyphic sign meant a letter — the
way it does with our alphabet. Sometimes it meant a
whole word,

The ‘ink’ was more like our poster paints. The
most common colours were red and black. The ink
would be made with gum into blocks of colour, not
liquid ink. (That would dry up too quickly in the
Egvptian climate.)

The ‘pen’ would be more like a fine brush. A twig
or reed would be chewed till the end was frayed like
the bristles of a brush. It would then be trimmed
with a knife to a very fine tip. The pen was dipped in
water and then rubbed on the ink-block.

The ‘paper’ was called papyrus. The soft insides of
reeds were taken out and laid in a criss-cross pat-
tern. They were then hammered together to a
smooth surface and dried in the sun. The longest
known papyrus is an awesome 125 metres long.

Hieroglyphs were deliberately complicated so that
it took a long time to read and write them. It meant
that those who could read and write were more
important.

Most Egyptian boys who went to school were sent
there to become scribes. They had to learn to read
and write before they could train for good jobs such
as a civil servant, doctor or priest. Most Egyptian
children stayed at home and were trained to do the
same jobs as their parents.
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Schools were often in temples and run by priests.
Learning to be a scribe was hard. Discipline was
strict and the teachers awesomely stern. Just read
this text that has survived, called Advice to a Young
Scribe . . .

e —

~

0 SCRIBE DO NOT BE IDLE GR YOU SHALL BE

CURSED, DO NOT GIVE YOUR HEART 0 PLEASURE (R
YOU SHALL FAIL . DO NOT SPEND A DAY IN IDLENESS

OR (U SHALL BE BEATEN. A ROY'S EAR 15 ON HIS j

w\?ﬁ AND HE LISTENS WHEN HE IS BEATEN,.. L

A B RoTr [ S
When the last temple was closed in the 6th century
AD, the skill of reading hieroglyphs was lost. This is
why people thought that the ancient Egyptians were
so brilliant that they had invented a language no one
else was clever enough to understand.

In 1799 the Rosetta Stone was discovered by an
officer in Napoleon’s army. This had the same mes-
sage carved into it in both hieroglyphs and Greek
lettering. In 1822 a young French scholar, Jean-
Francois Champillon, used the stone and his know-
ledge of Greek to crack the code and translate the
hieroglyphs.

L L}
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Write like an Egyptian 2

Here are some of the Egyptian hieroglyphs.
Try to copy them and see how long it would take a

o ER

e
A

L bbb b lsa ) g

cribe to write his records.

A valture

D hand e

%._
& pot ar stand ﬁ

F.viper

CH.'mpe. : g

N

| raeq

Jserpent c“*—"’j W chick %
K hagket g Y réads ‘%é]
g 7 bolt
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N watar

Rmouth <>
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Now try to decipher this message — remember it is
the ‘sounds’ of some letters that are important, not
the spellmg

ohn g S d Ly Jes A YAt dehtigig

SIS s

—_—
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Awesome Egyptian arithmetic

Intoxicate your teacher with your knowledge of
Egyptian arithmetic. Be cool — just drop these facts
casually into the conversation.

1 The Egyptians realised that arithmetic was awe-
some, and encouraged their priests to develop it.

2 Teachers didn’t inflict maths on everyone, it was a
closely guarded secret — as much of science is today.
Most of it was taught by word of mouth. If it was
written down, it could have been stolen by enemies!
(Who'd want it anyway?)

3 The Egyptians used maths to solve problems in

their building projects. Architects made detailed
plans before building began so that every tomb and
temple was correctly calculated like ours {see ‘How
to build a pyramid’ on page 486).

4 They used a decimal system like ours, except that
zero didn't exist for them.

8 The important Rhind papyrus in the British
Museum shows many maths problems about rect-
angles, circles and triangles.

6 The Egyptians used fractions but the numerator,
or the top part of the fraction, was always 1. So 3/8
would be written as 1/8 1/8 1/8.

7 Have a look at the Egyptian number chart. Now
see 1f you can work out how to write these numbers
in Ancient Egyptian!

14 18 25 30

37 43 56 71

102 175 333 450
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8 Test vour frientt:l;s, with some Egyptian sums, for
example: IHH' +4'N =nn

Egyptian Number Chart
1 l213lalsfel7zla]g]w

i { o f
P | )0
i | 15 | 22 | 39 | 100 | 1000 [10000

n [0 Luan || O i \

In

Dazzling dimensions

Now try out some Egyptian calculations, and see for
yourself how awesome they are.

If an ancient Egyptian asked someone for a hand —
they probably had some measuring to do! Egyptians
used parts of their body, usually their arms and
fingers, for measurements.

The width of four fingers, or digits, was called a
palm. The length of an arm from finger-tip to elbow
was called a cubit. Seven palms were supposed to
equal one cubit. Check this with your own body.
Draw out the length of your arm on a piece of paper.
How many of your palms fit along it? Were they
right — as far as your body is concerned?

Try measuring a few things around the house —
the dog’s tail, grandad’s inside leg, the length of the
kitchen when someone’s cooking. Remember if any-
one gets irritated with you, smile sweetly and say it's
an educational activity.

126

Compare your results with those of a tame adult.
Any problems? Imagine buying linen for clothes in
the market. Who is the lucky one to get sent out
shopping, eh? The person with the longest arm in the
family, that's who. What you needed was a tall,
skinny elder brother.

@ LIKE THREE CUBITS

F WHITE LIHEH PLEF.SE

..é- iy :.:JE!J E;Emm |

Well, the Egyptians noticed that they were getting
into some awesome difficulties, so they had to invent
a royal cubit. Thiswas a standard measurement that
was meant to be the same all over the country. It
was almost 52.3em in our metric system.

For longer lengths there was the ‘rod of cord’, 100
cubits, and the river measure’, 4,000 cubits.

p.( ! :ﬂfﬂMA" i :

1 cubit

4 digits
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Life in Egypt could be hard and cruel. Not many
people lived a peaceful life; the mummies couldn’t
even live a peaceful afferlife! But whatever else they
were, the Egyptians were truly Awesome. After five
thousand years their buildings are still unbelievable
for their size.

When Tutankhamun’s tomb was opened, the
twentieth century world was wildly enthusiastic.
The Egyptian “style” was the favourite fashion of the
twenties and thirties. Everyone in the world wanted
to see his fabulous treasures.

Tutankhamun and the Ancient Egvptians hecame

far more famous after their death than they ever
were when they lived. For the Ancient Egyptians
never ruied much more than a corner of their
ancient world.
-~ But the people who followed them were much
more ambitious. They wanted to take over the
known world — and a few hits that were hardly
known at all. They wanted to rule primitive peoples
like the ones who lived in a little group of islands
called Britain.

They were even more horrible than the Egyptians.
They ate roasted dormice! They were Rotten! The
Rotten Romans. But that's another story, and
another Horrible History . . .

WHAT DO YOU MAKE OF
THOSE, CENTURION 7

AWESOME .
SIRT







History with the nasty bits left in!
1 ' a o ' o~ [
The Awesome Egyptians gives you some awful information
about phabulous Pharaohs and poverty-stricken -

peasants - who lived an awesome 3,000 years ago! - “t
Want to know:
® which king had the worst blackheads?
® why some kings had to wear false beards?
e why the peasants were revolting?
Read on to find some foul facts about death and decay,
revolting recipes for 3,000-year-old sweets, how to make
a mean mumimy, and some awful Egyptian arithmetic.
History has never been so horrible!
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