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The classification of human population, system of culture, nations
and peoples as Eastern and Western is largely artifcial and fictition.
Al almost no time after 492 have the peoples 'nnd cultures of  Asia
and Africa been absoluterly isolated from those of Ewrope and the
Americas. and their historical lines have hardly proceeded independently
from each other .. Even this relative seperation from one another of
the peoples and cultuers of ‘East and West has heen stedily decreasing
during the last five centuries. Modern means of communication and
transporiation are daily bring the West and the East closer and will

comtinue to do so umtil these segments of mankind become as interdependent
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The man who just left Makkah and the man now
entered Medina seem to be two different men The
former man an ideal preacher of a perfect religion
who for his convictions, cheerfully endured scomn
and persecutions and who sought no other destinction
than that of being acknowledged a messenger of God.
There is no trace of love of power in him— nothing
toindhtethahemstﬁvingmoetupamte
organiation at the head of which he whished to preside.
Of social reform the one thing that he sought to
achieve in Mekka— supported by the doctrine of
unity of God and the day of Judgment reinforced
by the joys and horrors of Heavne and Hell-was
the widening of the circle of duties beyond the
trible, to all faithfuls alike and to mankind at
large in the event of their accepting the true faith.
He left Meckkah as & Prophet but entered Medina
as the Chief of a Comminity. The “fugitives” con-
stituted a tribé by themselves and .as a corporate
body were described under the name and style of
Muhajirin. This change of position created fresh
prcblems, set new tasks but Mohammed was quite
equal to the occasionn The Prophet now retires
into the background— the diplomatist now comes
forward. The Prophetship is now only an arament
of the ruler, an effective weaopn establishing,
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extending, maintaining power”.
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